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Summary

The present report compiles information received from intergovernmental
bodies on the availability of their pre-session documentation and the review process
with their author departments. By nature this is an interim report. Upon completion
of the biennial cycle of meetings, a more comprehensive analysis will facilitate the
drawing of conclusions. Nonetheless, the present report draws some early lessons
and points to directions for the future, comprehensive report.
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1.  The General Assembly, in its resolution 55/222 of 23 December 2000, invited
intergovernmental bodies, during their organizational sessions or other appropriate
periods before the commencement of their substantive work, to review with author
departments the question of the availability of documentation for the proper
functioning of those bodies, and to report thereon to the General Assembly at its
fifty-sixth session through the Committee on Conferences (resolution 55/222, sect.
I11, para. 4).

2. In order to facilitate the reporting, the Chairman of the Committee on
Conferences, following communications within the Secretariat, addressed a letter
(see annex I) to the chairpersons of intergovernmental bodies inviting them to
respond to the above request. Replies received by 10 August 2001 are summarized
in annex II to the present report.

3. The request of the General Assembly relates to pre-session documentation,
which should be available in all official languages six weeks before the opening of
the session.

4.  Owing to the biennial cycle of meetings and the working schedules of many of
the intergovernmental bodies concerned, it has not been possible to obtain responses
from all of them. More responses are expected once a full reporting cycle has been
completed. At that time, a comprehensive picture can be obtained, allowing for
analysis and the submission of recommendations for consideration by the General
Assembly.

5. Already at this stage, however, distinctions can be made between the various
organs and the degree to which their work is affected by the availability of pre-
session documentation. Bodies meeting as and when required are in a different
situation vis-a-vis the availability of pre-session documentation than those meeting
according to set timetables with pre-set agendas, such as the Main Committees of
the General Assembly. Organs taking up reports from their subsidiary bodies, organs
that consider reports originating in the Secretariat and other bodies discussing
reports from special rapporteurs all have different needs in terms of documentation.

6. It is also clear that the level and intensity of coordination between the
secretariats and bureaux of intergovernmental bodies, on the one hand, and the
Secretariat and conference services, on the other, can have a significant impact on
the availability of documentation. It is expected that the preparation of draft reports
and the processing of pre-session documentation will become a more timely and
orderly exercise as the planning meetings, which are held three months prior to the
opening of the session, become routine.

7. Reduction in the number of reports requested by intergovernmental bodies can
also contribute to timely issuance of pre-session documentation. As recommended
many times, biennial or triennial reviews and the rationalizing of the programmes of
work could facilitate more timely and substantive reporting.
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Annex I

Letter of the Chairman of the Committee on Conferences
addressed to chairpersons of intergovernmental bodies

I am writing to bring to your attention a number of requests and
recommendations the ﬁlommittee on Conferences made at its substantive session
held in August 2000, some of them reiterated in General Assembly resolution
55/222 on Pattern of Conferences, adopted by the Assembly on 22 December 2000
on the recommendation of the Fifth Committee.

In paragraph 21 of its report, the Committee on Conferences recommended
that chairpersons institute time limits for the presentation of standard documents of
the Secretariat.

In paragraph 44, the Committee again urged intergovernmental bodies to spare
no effort at the planning stage to take into account meetings of regional and other
major groupings of Member States, making provision for such meetings in their
programmes of work and notifying conference services well in advance of any
cancellations in order that conference-servicing resources may, to the extent
possible, be reassigned to meetings of regional and other major groupings of States.
The same request was reiterated by the General Assembly in paragraph 8, section II,
of its resolution 55/222.

In paragraph 46, the Committee requested the Chairperson to write to the
chairpersons of intergovernmental bodies, bringing to their attention the need to
anticipate requests for meetings of regional and other major groupings during their
session and thus allow for adequate consultations of regional and other major
groupings if their work programme so requires.

In paragraphs 98 through 102 of its report, the Committee dealt with the
availability of documentation in accordance with the six-week rule, a concern also
addressed in paragraphs 1 to 7 and 9 to 12 of section III of General Assembly
resolution 55/222. In paragraph 4 of section III of that resolution, the General
Assembly invited intergovernmental bodies, during their organizational sessions or
other appropriate periods before the commencement of the substantive work, to
review with author departments the question of the availability of documentation for
the proper functioning of those bodies and to report thereon to the General
Assembly at its fifty-sixth session through the Committee on Conferences.

Thank you for your attention and usual cooperation with the Committee on
Conferences in the implementation of the above requests and recommendations. In
case you need clarification or would like to communicate any feedback to the
Committee on Conferences, please do not hesitate to get in touch with me or with
the secretary of the Committee.

Abdelmalek Bouheddou
Chairman

a Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-fifth Session, Supplement No. 32 (A/55/32).
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Annex 11

Summary of replies received to the letter of the Chairman of
the Committee on Conferences

The Sixth Committee of the General Assembly reports that a note by the
Secretariat is issued in advance of each session listing documents and relevant
information relating to the items allocated to the Committee. The Secretariat
convenes informal consultations for delegations to exchange views on the
organization of work and status of documentation prior to the commencement of
each session of the Committee. While efforts are always made to comply with the
six-week deadline, in some instances it is not possible to do so. This is due, inter
alia, to late receipt of requested information relevant for the compilation of the
reports and the need to include information relating to meetings of certain
intergovernmental bodies which are held close to or after the deadline for the
submission of such reports.

At each session, the Second and Third Committees of the General Assembly
review and approve their programmes of work as well as documentation
requirements for the two sessions, which are revised and updated as necessary.
Then, before each session, reports on status of documentation for each Committee
are circulated as documents of the General Assembly. The organization of work is
then prepared taking such information into account.

Close interaction also exists between Secretariat teams and the First and
Fourth Committees. Though no formal documentation review meetings were
convened, document submission and processing are closely monitored and potential
problems are promptly dealt with.

The Special Committee on the Charter of the United Nations and on the
Strengthening of the Role of the Organization and the Ad Hoc Committee
established by resolution 51/210 carry out their work in the first half of each year
and their reports are considered by the Sixth Committee in the second half of the
year. As a result, the reports of these Committees are available well in advance of
the meetings of the Sixth Committee.

The Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian
People reports that the Committee needs to meet throughout the year as
circumstances require. It submits its annual report under the agenda item “Question
of Palestine”. Prior to submitting its report to the Assembly, it is discussed and
approved by the burecau of the Committee and adopted at one of the Committee
meetings. The report adopted by the Committee is usually submitted for processing
around mid-October each year.

The Commission on Narcotic Drugs reported that the Chairman and the bureau
monitored the preparation of the documentation for the forty-fourth regular session
of the Commission during the inter-sessional meetings. As a result, the
documentation was available to the Member States in time for the regular session.
The fact that the Chairman and bureau of the Commission were elected at the end of
the forty-third session had facilitated the process of consultation on all matters
related to the forty-fourth session, including the timely preparation and distribution
of documentation.
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The Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice underscored its
efforts to curtail and streamline its reporting requirements by normally not
requesting more than one report on each agenda item and one report per priority
theme and by considering certain topics on a biennial basis. The Chairman of the
Commission and the bureau have monitored the preparation of the documentation
for the resumed session of the Commission, which is to be convened in September
2001. The documents have been submitted for processing 10 weeks prior to the
resumed session.

The International Trade Law Branch of the Office of Legal Affairs reported
that the letter from the Chairman of the Committee on Conferences would be
delivered to the new Chairman of the United Nations Commission on International
Trade Law, elected on 25 June 2001. The secretariat confirmed, however, that
UNCITRAL has been following all the procedures set forth in the letter to the
chairman. The only exception may be availability of all documents in accordance
with the six-week rule. The main reason was identified as under-staffing, which had
prevented the meeting of the 10-week deadline for submission of documents.

The United Nations Military Staff Committee generally meets on a biweekly
basis. Documentation for the Committee consists of translation of its meeting
records. Other documents in support of its work are occasionally submitted for
translation.

The Committee on Information reported that its bureau was duly informed by
the Department for Public Information three months prior to the beginning of its
twenty-third session of the reports of the Secretary-General to be considered at its
session, their respective content and expected date of issuance. During the first part
of the session, members of the Committee expressed their appreciation to the
Department for the timely availability of the documentation.

The Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian Ocean does not have pre-session
documentation of a substantive nature prepared by the Secretariat.

The Committee on Relations with the Host Country has no pre-session
documentation.

The International Law Commission highlighted the spirit of cooperation in the
relations between the secretariat of the Commission and conference services as well
as the diligent application of all relevant General Assembly resolutions.

The Advisory Board on Disarmament Matters and the expert group to prepare
a study on disarmament and non-proliferation education reported that, in their work,
the issue of availability of pre-session documentation does not apply.




