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YOUTH, HUMAN RIGHTS AND PEACE 

1. T h i s s e s s i o n ' s a n n o t a t e d agenda reminds us t h a t the Commission on Human 
R i g h t s , i n i t s r e s o l u t i o n 1987/44, "appealed once a g a i n t o a l l Governments t o 
c o n s i d e r a p p r o p r i a t e measures t o ensure t h a t young people have e q u a l 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s t o p a r t i c i p a t e ... i n t h e endeavour t o promote ... i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
peace" (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1988/1/Add.l, p a r a . 219). 

2. Young p e o p l e have i d e n t i f i a b l y d i s c r e t e i n t e r e s t s r e g a r d i n g a c t u a l and 
t h r e a t e n e d armed c o n f l i c t s ; e.g. they u s u a l l y c omprise the main c a d r e o f 
combatants. Compare the comment i n Commission r e s o l u t i o n 1987/44, 
pa r a g r a p h 2, t h a t "youth a t t a c h e s c r u c i a l importance t o the p r o m o t i o n o f 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace d r a m a t i c e v i d e n c e o f t h a t f a c t i s p r o v i d e d 
c o n s t a n t l y by news o f y o u t h ' s l e a d e r s h i p i n so many d e m o n s t r a t i o n s and o t h e r 
p r o t e s t s a g a i n s t n u c l e a r weapons and armed c o n f l i c t i n g e n e r a l . Y e t i n our 
t i m e by no means have young p e o p l e had " e q u a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s t o p a r t i c i p a t e ... 
i n the endeavour t o promote ... i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace". 

3. I n r e c e n t y e a r s the main f o c u s o f p e r t i n e n t U n i t e d N a t i o n s a c t i v i t y seems 
t o have been c o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t i o n . (See W e i s s b r o d t , "The U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
Commission on Human R i g h t s C o n f i r m s C o n s c i e n t i o u s O b j e c t i o n t o M i l i t a r y 
S e r v i c e as a Human R i g h t " , 1988 N e t h e r l a n d s I n t ' l L. Rev, pp. 53-72. 
Moreover, y o u t h a re a l m o s t i g n o r e d i n t h e r e c e n t , 26-page r e p o r t on 
i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s between human r i g h t s and i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace 
(E/CN.4/Sub.2/1988/2} see p a r a . 25, q u o t i n q from a 1965 d e c l a r a t i o n ) . 

4. C o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t o r s o b v i o u s l y a r e not the o n l y young p e o p l e who seek 
t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n p r o m o t i n g peace. Human R i g h t s Advocates recommends t h a t t h e 
Sub-Commission encourage i n i t i a l i n q u i r i e s and o t h e r a c t i v i t i e s r e g a r d i n g t h i s 
m a t t e r , perhaps as p a r t o f the A d v i s o r y S e r v i c e s programme. 


