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Letter dated 23 February 1983 from the Hepresentaitive of the
Netherlands to the thirty-ninth session of the Comuisgion an
Humwan Richts, addregsed o the Chairman of the Commission
at its thirty-ninth sesgion

,AS the representative of the Netherlands 1o the thirty-ninth session of the
Coumission on Human Rights I would like to drav the atlention of the members of the
Commission to the alarming situation of human rights in Suriname,

) It 1s the viev ol the Government of the Netherlands that developments in
suriname over the last three years, particularly the events of the past two months,
warrant the abtention of the Commission.

On the night of 7-3 December 1982, a number of prominent people in Paramaribo
were arrested by the military regime in Suriname. On 9 December it becamwe known
that 15 of those arrested vore dead. The milatary regime claims they were shot vhile
trying to escape. However, according to information available lo the Government of
the Netherlands at that time, it waes evident they were tortured and thea shot in
cold bleood,

) In view of the request by the Secretary-Ceneral to the Netherlands, in acecrdance
with resoluiion 1982/35 of the Econonic and Soeial Council, for information on the
question of summary or arbitrary executions, the Government of the Netherlands decided
to submit on 23 Pebruary 1983 ic the Seevelarv-Gereral the report of the Dutch
Lauyers! Commpittee for Human Rights on "the recent eveats in Paramaribo, Suriname,
8~13 December 1982: +he violeut death o 14 Surinamers and one Dutchmar”, The
Netherlands Government coansiders the report to be an exact rellectron of the events
and fully subscribes to {he conclusions conbained in the repoxt vhich are in
conformity wilh its owm assesswents of these iragic cvents,

On behalf of the Government of the Netherlands I kinily request you lo have

thig letter and the anre-ed regort of the Lfovemenlionea Commitiee civenlaled as an
official document of the thivirninth acwsi v oo the Commigsion on Humaa Rights undexr

item 12 of the agenda.

GE.83-11275
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Annex

THE EVENTS IN PARAIMARTBO, SURIKAND, 8-13 DECHIBER 1932:

the violent death of 14 Surinamers and one Dutchman

Report of the Dutch Lawyers Committee for Human Rights

Chris de Cooker, Chairman

Charles lloons, Executive Secretary

Leiden, 14 February 1983

Hugo de Grootstraat 27
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INTRODUCTION

This report is an account of the eventc in Paramaribc, Suriname, from
8 December 19862 02,00 hours until 13 December 1982 17.00 hours. It describes the
arresbs, violent death and {uneral of 14 Surinamers and one Dutchman. It shows
that they vere severely tortured and subsequently intentionally killed.

The report synthesizes statements of eye-witncsses, such as family memxbers and
persons wvho were nrofessicnally invelved in the events, such asg doctors and obhers.
As the report shows, hundreds of people saw the corpses of the deceased, Sometimes
use is wade of information Irom reliable gsecond-hand sources vhich corroborates
eye-vitness accounts or which is confirmed by eye-witness accounts.

Por obvious reasons, the names of the wibtnesses may not be revealed, In
addition, it has been deemed necessary to synthesize the statements, considering that
some statements, even vhen kept anomymous, might lead to an identifiable person or
persens. It rust be added, that to further guarantee anonymity, not all available
vitnesses have been heard. Unless otherwise indicated, all facts given below are
based on the statements of at least tvo wntually independent persons. All
statements were taken independently from one another, and in dilferent locations.

The signed statements have all been laid before Judge Hugo Pos, Vice Preaident
of the Court of Appeal, The Hague. Judge Pos and lr. Jos Kapteyn, member of the
Council of Btate of the Netherlands, declare velow that the following synopsis is an
accurate account of the facts as they have been set ont in the statements.

These evenbs are not isolated. In a second report which is to appear later
further informaiion will be given zbout the violations of human rights in Suriname.

The NI acknowledges its deep appreciation and respect for the mammer in which
the witnesses have been willing tc co-operate under these difficult and painful
circumstances. It also acknowledges the co-operation vhich it received from the
Study and Information Centre for Human Rights (STM), Utrecht.

The wndersigned, Hugo Pos, Vice President of the Court of aAppeal, The Hague,
hereby declares that the following report is an acourate synopsis of more than
10 written statements by vitnesses to the therein described events, The statements
themzelves and the conclusiong dexrived frow them in the synopsis are, in my judgeuwent,
reliable,

Ansterdam, 14 February 13983 Hugo Pos

The undersigmed, Jos Kapteyn, merher of the Council of Stase of the Netherlands,
hereby declares that the following report is an accurate synopsis of more than
10 written stotements hy witnesses to the therein described events. The stalementis
themselves and fthe conclusions derived from them in the synopsis are, in my judgement,
reliable,

The Hague, 14 February 1983 Jos Kapteyn
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THE EVENTS

Un & December 1532 at oround 02,0C hours a number of peonie in Paramariho
were talien from their Beds ond arrvested, These people vere composed of four
Jovrnaliats, four lawyers, amconget wihon the dezn of the “nr asgociation, two
professors, twe businessten, ‘vo army officers ard one trade unicn leader. Their
nanes are set cud in L511 below on page (.

Vitnessen have declaxed thal ot the srwest of DBoboerom and Kamperveen by the
militia there vas indiscriminate shooling and grenades were veed., They vere given
no opporvenity to dresg themselves and were houled into military vehicles and talon
away. Considersble demags woa thereby inflictel on, in norticular, Kamperveen's
hovse. There were bullet=hoies in the wellsz, In the bedroom on the first {leoor,
the outside wall shoyed a large hole,

Lt ench house vhers soncone wns arrested st least three militory appeared.
In some ceses thvie telenhone comnections were wvrenched out. The remaining family
memers were Iorbidden 1o maske cortact with “he ouiside world. Hilitary guards
remained on wetch at each cddress. They left their nost heiueen 6,00 and 6.30 hours.

o gearch wvas conducted in anyr of the houses.
£

In some ocase

g the arrcsiing sauads hod to returm empiy-~handed as the sougni
nersons were not to b

e found,

A1l the arresied persons were brovughi to ithe military heodquarters n
Tort Zeeclandia,., Rambocusz, who had recently been centenced by covrd martial on
accomnt of his porticipation in the coup attennt in lioreh 1902, was picked up at
the llsmre Doekoe Barracks by Beereveen and lietveld. GSheovbar, who hod alsc
recentliy bheen sentenced, was taken from the Banie Bore vriscen, ‘uwenty kilomeires
further away, by St~ll;, the hesd of the nrisen administration cnd memver of the
court martial, and tvo mewters of the military volice. Doth vere atso hrought to
Fort Zealandisa,

At £ 3,45 hours in ibe wmorning shoeting wag wward, ivrcluding most probably
hazooka fire. Jhortly aflervords o neober of buildings vere cnn fire:  the ABC radio
station (Crecle}, the Tionarons press ~{fice, vhere "De Vrije Sten” ("The Free Voice")
was printed, and the building of the Iln~derbond, ihe Lorgest irade urnlon in Suriname.

a [

[
Somevhat later the rsrdiln redic station {Hinﬂustsni) wog alao orn Tirc.

TProw the exlsting recordings o the wobhile phone conversesiion bvetugen the
fire denzrtment, the fire engines cnd the rolice, and frem the statements of
eyevitnesses, 2% appesrs thai the flres vere staric? Ly the uilitary. Yire engines
soon announced that they were cllcwed o extinguich vhe fires Ponly ca the orders
of the Commander'". In additicn, fishting the [ire vos factually made impossible
by the militery vho vere craed -rith vzl's vho were 18 by scrreont-najors Lsajas
and. Roogendaal,
Only loter did lieutenant Verhanpg {or: Terhirag, announce the b the supreme
cormand. had not srid that the fires wvere pot tc e mul out., The fire brigede was
left to quench the cmhors.



T 7.00 hours %the radio announced that Commander Douiterse and the army had
wnuervuned Lhat nlgh* "o prevent even vorse dancge'. At the sowme ftine 1t was
officinlly anncunced that on unsnecifisd nuiber of prouiment persons had been
arrested.

For a long period relativer were left in Jovht oo to the lccation and bhe
fate of those arrested, The relatives vhe mede enquiries were referred from
Fort Zeelandia to lMeare Beekoe Deorracks ond then nock cgein.

Little is knovm about vhob Twppened 4o the arrested pernons that ey and
that evening, Trow all accounilr, they wore [orced to siend (almosi) nakiel for the
entire day in the courtyard., They vere tortvred, =5 i1s shoun helow,

Trom cround L7.00 hovrs runours civoeulisted ool Kemocyveen aniﬁlagveerxmre
to moke a slatement on television Lot evening, " The Jurinane Stale television
announiced thoab evening thet two of the arrceted nersons vould mrke a2 silaiement at
around 20,00 hours., This tlme vas repeatedly postponed,

At zround 21,00 lLouvrs Ticutencat Colonel Tesl Bouterse declared on television
that the mililery power hed intervemed ir the preceding nieght and had Toiled a
coup attempt. lo amrounced thab a number of arrvests Lad baen made and he proclaimed
the followving measures: (1) e curferv: {2} closing of tle borders and air space;
(3) restriciion of patherings: (A} the closvre of ¢ numbor of {private) radio
slotions and a publication ben for a number of nevspapers; and (G) the clogure
of the wniversivy. Uhortly aftervords one of the aryested, Slagveer, oppeared on
television eccompanied Uy lajor Noy liorb. The lefl cide of Blapveer's fece in
particular wag swollen., Ile adniiited thet onrevaraticing lod been nede for ¢ coup.
ilc slso gove nepe s of his fellow conspirator:. The tronsmission wvas suddenly broken
off, ¥he same adnission was =lso repecled on the Siste rodio, widch in that case

vas followed by » similer declaration by XKomperveen, vho sounded 1lllze a broken man.

In the sarly hovrs of 7 Decewber shooting vrs hespd in different parts of
Yarowaribo Irow amongst oLheT'n maclhine gune snd aenvier omts, It is not vnthinliable
that this served rs o ceomouilage for ilie evecutions in Fort Zeelandia. The "are
rijat ("rue Times ), thne only newspaper ot under a puhlicacion bon spoke of o
succe sful militrry prevareancss erercise.

At aroun? 7.00 hours the rumovr starbed Shat tuo flecing military men had
beon ghot., The seme Forniﬂb, ~b around 11.00 hours, & Dlue crmy picl-up btruck
arrived ok the mortvery of the fcadeniuch Zickenhuio {(University Hospital) to
deliver 10 large sacks confalining corjpses, An crmy sunxd vyos pubt on duty. Jithin
a very shori poriod of tine versonne! frow fthe fivst oid certrs, and dectors ond
narses from the Lcadeniceh Zielenhuis wushed bhe goord ogide and entered the
mortvary. These peoplc gav the corpnes.

The rumovr that the dernd bodcles of the crrested rersong were in 1he worbsary
guiclily clyeculaobed axul at cround 10,30 Louvrs hundreds of people hoo gethored
oudside, Aduission to the mortucry was forbidden by the wiliteary puord, The nilitary
guard tried tn dignerse the croud by liring in the oir.

Persons whe are oud/or 10ve beer in personal ccalact vith Desl Bouterse
daclared to one sovrce thol Bouterse, when solied for irdeomastion about the corpee
in the mortuery hod ssifn "I Filled then”, cad in exother instance.  “that was

“'I'u

ot the intention, peithings gob out of hend

w2
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A4 around 11,00 hours thot morning Bouterse hed ess -mblﬂﬁ hig militery

i aterfhlﬂ awa explanation of the evenbs. Some of the military whe did
fot i ay dismissed o tncmuelqes resimed, The
tion on © Ducember. The acting president,
until the evening 4id the
spneurncenient of the viclent
That ovening, 9 Decempar,
L 2" of the arrcsted had
wtation fron Fort Zeelandia to

In an official anmouncement, izsved by ths government informaition servics,
it was regreticd thet several persons - dencribed a8 congnirators —~ hnd died, in
particuler since among thoge who hed dicd were "prondnent movers in the planned
coup'', the intcrrogatlon of wienm had not been conciuded, nu07rﬂ1fg w0 the
Mare Tijd" of 10 Decermber, "it is probable that becouse of this important details
of the foiled coup have not come to Light",

(m Triday, 10 December, frow the beginning of the afternoon until 17,0C hours,
the relatives identified the corpges and woere pernitted to see them,

A numher of the fandlies leawned this through cther sources. ALl contact
between the relatives awdl Ford Zeelandia was through Hajor Muiovelds,

The militery guard ot the entry Lo the hospital prar permitted entry to
families 2t lontervals, femily by fonily. With the familles thnt were 2llowed in
sometines dogens of onlookers crowded through, 4t the eidrance of the mortuary the
same scene repected itself, with the difference thot first-two members of a given
family were admitted teo identify the corpse, thereafiecr followed by other family
nembers ond onlookers. After identilication of the victim bl nene was uritten on
a plaster wvhich was stuck on the forehead of the daceas

The corpses of the 1) lay on sanles in two r‘on*'lfacting "OOMS The corpses wvere
covered up to the Ioce by sheets, Some of the wilnecsges were “Hl@ to 1if% the

sheets.

A restricled nomber of people wasz in the wortuvary on Soburday and Bunday.
Several families iecoawned from Ru hat iaej wvare to prepare for funeral on
Sunday 12 becember, OUnly then v thet the femily waes allowed 1o

arrange the funsyel, Until then it haﬂ cen meintained that the funersl would be
crganized by the State.

._—rf’
£f
[
oot o
[4¥]

Wia} Honday moxning »11 the families were informed ithiai the funerals would be
on that day ot arownd 14,00 honrs and that, *h so {or ng hed nob been yet done,
burial clothes =2nd coffina should be quiclily breught to the mortuexry. From
around 13,00 hours the relat%ves vers pernitted to bid forvewell. They were also

prasent for vhe clasing and sen ¢1g © the coffing, The wine of the funerals wos
revestedly postroned. Detuesn 16,00 and 17.00 hours the coffing oxrvived at the
DoR o, (ﬂmvﬂw%;wﬁh. Rambosug, Sheomber, ond Schansing

differern); cemeteries. Dl
vere buried ot Sarwa Chal., Debr, Kemperveel anu‘?i;.-warde ware buoried at
were bDuried at the Homan Catholic

Ametteshof, Gonecalves, Leckie and Tyear
cemetery, ond Hoost, Delmon, end Diedewald st Foriusrust. Thousands ol people viere
present &t the funernls. On account of the curfew the ceremenies haé to be very
shoxt,
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The corpses were huricd uvrbalmed., No sutopsy was performed. As fay cs is
Imown the death certificatee 1msued by the local authorities gave the date of
death as 9 Decewoar., Ther ca£+cr, ntil Praday 17 Jccember, the graves were guarded,

l

in the dayiiwme vy police, ond ol maght by the milisayy,
THD VIOTIME AL THCTR INJIRIDS
The Tollowing 15 pornops were killed:
Join Baboer~n; proctising Javyer.
Bram Belr, jovrnalist, editor of ihe wreelily "tlokro®
Cyrill Darl, clhoirman of vhe lwederbond, the largest trade union in Suriname,
Kenneth Goneolves; Dean of ths Surinamese Ber Association.
B8ddy Hoost; praciising lauyer, former llinister of Jusziice.

André Kemperveen; businesemen, lormer lMinister of fultvre and Svort, owner
of the ADBC vzdio station.

Gerard Twekie; Dean of bhe social econonic facuvlty of the University of
Burinane, cged 38.

Suchrin Oemrawvsingh; professor a% the bniversily of Suvriname, director of
he Comprler Ceirvre.

Leslie NRahmen; Jouvrnzalislt feoxr the 008 press sgcncy.

Soerindre larhocns; wrmy ofiicer, sentenced Lo 12 yeors imprisonment for his

part in the coup atlagopit 1o March 1702, horm o B June 1857.
Iareld Niedevalcé; oractising lowyer,

Jivangirgh Sheormber: ermy offlcer, sertsnced Lrr ble port in the coup atiempt
in tlarch 1902,

Jogel Slagveer: Jourialist, cimer oI the Infow.n oress agency.
Somradj {Robby) Sohonsing: bhusinessman.

Mrank Vijneasxrdes Jourunlisl for /30 radlde siabion, of Dutch nationality,
born 14 August 193 .

As is desecrived shove, hwndwcels of peondc including doctors, ssw the cornser
in the wortuary. The ¢hL"O“lﬂ” ig corionsd Irom szyewitnes: accounls of those who
were in the moriu~ry »civeeir ¢ and 17 Lecerber 190Z
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Hearly everv corose showed sirns of severe mistrescsment in the face from,
in particular, puvnches and blows vith beavy objiects. Experts ond those who
professionally are irvolved with victins of violence have declarsd that many
of the cubs in the faces were wounds thet vore slashed opor by blews from o
solid, not too shnarn, but wot too bluat object, svch ar 7 rilie buts.

In addéition the cowpses vithouc avcopiion showed signs of bHullet wounds in
the chest, ablomen, ihe face or the limbg, Witncoeco "rih experience ol 1eapons
and irjurics iaflicted by weapons have declered thais the oullel wounds in the
chest and abhdomen wrere clearly covscd by ihe arirance of bulleus, vhat is to say
that the victims were shot from the front.

In the course of ihe relzvent doyn effort: wvere made Lo conceal the wovnda,
Thisg apperrs, Ifrom amongst olber Lhings, the corxyiay sut of sulvres and the
apnlicetion of placters on the foce wounds, in particular on bulled weounds.

Apart frow the cbove mentioncd general lajurses, ihe cornges of the resgective
victime showed the following injurien,

John DBeooeram wos henvily ond brutally mistreated in the face. He for instbance
had a broken upper Jjew. Alwmost nll his teeth, except Lor one, on the unper right
hand gide,. wer: beoten imvards and his lips vervre puolpod, ie had a horvizontal
gash on his forechead. In =dditieon he hed a bullct wound on the lelt side of his
noze, vhich vas later covered by a rlaster. Frither he bhad wovals, cots, on the
cheeks and internsl heseworrhsges. ©One source reports o cui in the ionpue.

Bram Behr had wounds in the face ono bhollet vrounds in the chest and feet.
Cyrill Daal had bullet wounls in the abdcomen cnd severcl vornds in the face, Two
gources report eyc injury in peneral; one souyce mencions Denl in this resnect,
1o sources report thot the serowvm of nne person wes shot oL0F; one olher acurce
reports to have seen thel Dael bad been cosbtrated. Tne source reports fraciured
armg and legs,

Kenneth Genealves hed vounds in *he face, In porsiculor he had 2 [raciured
nose, One source raports to heve seen o dozca bullet wounds in the chest.

Mndrd Ramperveen had ¢ swollen fnce and injuries on the jou, most likely =
dislocation. He hod some 18 bullel wrovnds in the cheoid. Svrdhermere he had o
Troctured feaur, UOne source reporis o fracoured aryt. e Jouxrte reocris a shot
wound in the right tenple.

Gerard l:.cckie hod inkernal haemorrhoges in the fac=, (Cuc cource raporis
bullet holes in the chest.

Suchrin Oermrarrsingh had undeor the circumeiances a re~aonebly ucinjured lace.
e had & smell sound in the righl cheek, Mn tle leli temple coveared vith sone
hair he hac o wigger wotnd. Thir wes later covercd by o pingier.

Za

]

leslie I~hman had slaghes =nd cuvbs in Lhe {oce, e hed Jumps on his fereghead.
Cne source reqoris thet parbs of the olida fron the veper thizh were forn off,
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Surindre Hambocus had open slashes in the face and small cuts on the lips
and above the left sye. Trom {1he lefi foot up 1o the neck and across the upper
abdowmen hes was riddled with bullets. He had a swollen face.

Harcld Ricdewall hed a bullet wound ihrough the right temple and blood maxked
severe injurices op the left side of the necl:, One source reports dozens of bullet
wounds in the chest.

Jiwvansingh Sheombar had a swollan face which was very dark in colour because
of massive internal bleeding, Ie hrd a severc injury on nis right jaw.
Furihermore he had a bullet wouvnd from the neck vpuyards and aznother Hullet wound
in the skull, The pavtern of a cross had heen made with bullets in the chest and
abdoninal area.

Jozef Slagveer hald a swollen face with many internal heedorrhages, in
particular on the left side. He alse had o jarr injury.

Somradj (Robby) Schensine had vounds in lhe face. In nariicular his ieeth
vere beaten imrards ond one of his cheekbones wrs froctured. In a”dition he haed
gix bullet wournls in the cncest and codominal area.

Frank VUijngearde had a fractvred jewr, His tesih were becten inucords. He had
bullet vournds in the chest and face.

CONCLUSTON

The injuries cs reporied and described ashove lead 1o the conclusion that the
14 Burinamers and 1 Vutchman were sevewvely tortured end initentionaily killed.




