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As the representative of the Netherlands to the thirty-ninth session of the
Commission on Human Rights I would like to draw the attention of the members of the
Commission to the alarming situation of human rights in Suriname.

It is the view of the Government of the Netherlands that developments in
Suriname over the last three years, particularly the events of the past two months,
warrant the attention of the Commission.

On the night of 7-0 December 1^82, a number of prominent people in Paramaribo
were arrested by the military regime in Suriname. On 9 December ifc became known
that 15 of those arrested wore dead. The military regime claims they were shot irhile
trying to escape. However, according to information available to the Government of
the Netherlands at that time, it was evident they were tortured and then shot in
oold blood.

In view of the request by the Secretary-Ceneral to the Netherlands, in accordance
with resolution 1982/35 of the Economic and Social Council, for Information on the
question of summary or arbitrary executions, the Government of the Netherlands decided
to submit on 23 February 1983 to the Secretary-General the report of the Dutch
Lawyers' Committee for Human Rights on "the recent events in Paramaribo, Suriname,
8-13 December 1982: the violent death of 14 Surinamers and one Putchmar". The
Netherlands Government considers the report to bo an exact reflection of the events
and fully subscribes to the conclusions contained In the report which are in
conformity with its own assessments of these tragic events.

On behalf of the Government of the Netherlands I kindly request you to have
this letter and the annp-xed 1'eport of the f oivpieivii on^a Committee civc'Jilated as an
official document of the thivL,''—.ninth ^o^ri vi ô. the Coinrrn'jsfsion on Human Rights under
item 12 of the agenda.
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Annex

THE EVENTS III PARAllAPJBO, SUKIEfflffi,, 8-13 DECEMBER 1982:

the violent death of 14 Surinamers and one Dutchman

Report of the Dutch Lawyers Committee for Human Eights

Chris de Cooker, Chairman

Charles Moons, Executive Secretary-

Leiden, 14 February 1983

Hugo de Grootstraat 27
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INTRODUCTION

This report is an account of the evente in Paramaribo, Suriname, from
8 December 1982 02.00 hours until 13 December 1982 17.00 hours. It describes the
arrests, violent death and funeral of 14 Surinamers and one Dutchman. It shows
that they were•severely tortured and subsequently intentionally killed.

The report synthesizes statements of eye-witnesses, such as family members and
persons who were professionally involved in the events, such as doctors and others.
As the report shows, hundreds of people saw the corpses of the deceased. Sometimes
use is made of information from reliable second-hand sources which corroborates
eye-witness accounts or which is confirmed by eye-witness accounts.

For obvious reasons, the names of the witnesses may not be revealed. In
addition, it has been deemed necessary to synthesize the statements, considering that
some statements, even when kept anonymous, might lead to an identifiable person or
persons. It must be added, that to further guarantee anonymity, not all available
witnesses have been heard. Unless otherwise indicated, all facts given below are
based on the statements of at least two mutually independent persons. All
statements were taken independently from one another, and in different locations.

The signed statements have all been laid before Judge Hugo Pos, Vice President
of the Court of Appeal, The Hague. Judge Pos and Mr. Jos Kapteyn, member of the
Council of State of the Netherlands, declare below that the following synopsis is an
accurate account of the facts as they have been set out in the statements.

These events are not isolated. In a second report which is to appear later
further information will be given about the violations of human rights in Suriname.

The NJCM acknowledges its deep appreciation and respect for the manner in which
the witnesses have been willing to co-operate tinder these difficult and painful
circumstances. It also acknowledges the co-operation which it receix'ed from the
Study and Information Centre for Human Eights (3M), Utrecht.

The undersigned, Hugo Pos, Vice President of the Court of Appeal, The Hague,
hereby declares that the following report is an accurate synopsis of more than
10 written statements by witnesses to the therein described events. The statements
themselves and the conclusions derived from them in the synopsis are, in my judgement,
reliable.

Amsterdam, 14 February 1983 Hugo Pos

The undersigned, Jos Kapteyn, member of the Council of State of the Netherlands,
hereby declares that the following report is an accurate synopsis of more than
10 written statements by witnesses to the therein described events. The statements
themselves and the conclusions derived from them in the synopsis are, in my judgement,
reliable.

The Hague, 14 February 1983 Jos Kapteyn
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THE EVENTS

On 0 December 1932 at around 02.00 hours a number of people in Paramaribo
were taken from their beds ono arrested. Tbesp people were composed of four
journalists, four lawyers, amongst vhov. TAIC dean of the bar association, two
professors, two businessmen, two aw.v officers ard one trade union leader. Their
names are set cut in full below on page C.

Vitnesser; have declared that at the arrest of Babceram and Kamperveen by the
militia there was indiscriminate shooting and grenades were used. They were given
no opportunity to dross themselves and were hauled into null wary vehicles and taken
away. Considerable damage was thereby inflicted on. in particular, Kamperveen's
house. There were bullet-holes in the wrlls. In the bedroom on the first floor,
the outside wall showed a large hole.

At each house where someone wan arrested sjt least three military appeared.
In some cases the telephone connections were wrenched out. The remaining family
members were forbidden to make contact with the outside world. Military guards
remained on watch at each address. They left their post between 6,00 and 6.30 hours.

No search was conducted in any of bhe houses.

In some cases the arresting squads had to return empty-handed as the sought
oersons were not to be found.

All the arrested perrons were brought to I lie military headquarters :n
Fort Zeelandia. Rarabocus, who had recently been sentenced by court martial on
account of his participation in the coup attenot in 1 larch 1932, was picked up at
the Ilemre Boekoe Barracks by Boereveen and iiietveld. Sheonbar, who had also
recently been sentenced, was taken from the Santo Bora prison, twenty kilometres
further away, by St^lk, the head of the prison administration end member of the
court martial, and two members of the military police. Both were also brought to
Fort Zealandia.

At ± 3-'15 hours in the mor.ni"% shooting was heard, ircluding most probably
bazooka, fire. Shortly afterwards a number of buildings were en fire; the ABC radio
station (Creole), the Lionarons presi ^fi'icp, where "'De Vrijc Stem1' ("The Free Voice")
was printed, and the building of the Jlnodrrbord, lhc largest trade union in Suriname.
Soraexrhat later the fr.diha radio station (Hindustani) was nlso on fire.

From the existing recordings of the mobile phone conversation between the
fire denartment, the fire engines and the police, and from the statements of
eyewitnesses, it appears that the fires were startc1 by the Military. Fixe engines
soon announced that they were ollowed GO extinguish the fires "only on the orders
of the Commander". In addition, fighting the fire waa factually made impossible
by the military who were armed with nzi'f1 who were led by sergeant-majors Usajas
and- Roozenclaal.

Only later did. lieutenant Verhaag, (03": Terhr,ag) announce the t the supreme
command had not said that the fires were not tc be put out. The fire brigade was
left to quench the embers.
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At 7^00 hours the radio announced that Commander Sou corse and the army had.
intervened that night "to prevent even worse damage". At the same tine it was
officially announced that an unspecified number of promiment persons had "been
arrested.

For a long period relativer were left in d.ouht as to the location and the
fate of those arrested. The relatives who made enquiries were referred from
Port Zeelandia to Memre Boekoe Barracks rnd then bade again.

Little is knoxm about what happened to bhe arrested persons that C?y and
that evening. From all accountr, they were forced to strnd (almost) naked for the
entire clay in the courtyard. They were tortured, as is shown below.

From around 17.CO hours rumours circulated that Krmpcrveen and Slagveer were
to make a statement en television that evening. ' The Surinane State television
announced that evening that tuo of the arrested persons would mrlce s, statement at
around 20.00 hours. This time wan repeatedly postponed.

At around 21.00 hours Lieutenant Colonel "Desi J3outorse declared on television
that the military power had intervened i?1 the pr-ecoding night and had foiled a
coup attempt. Ho announced that a number of arrests had been made and he proclaimed
the following measures: (l) ? curfew; (2) closing of the borders and. air space?
(3) restriction of gatherings; (/) the closure of s number of (private) radio
s Lotions and. a publication bsn for a number of newspapers; and (rj) the closure
of the university. Shortly afterwards one of the arrested, Slagveer, appeared en
television accompanied by I la j or Hoy llorb. The left tide of Slagveer's face in
particular xjas swollen. He admitted that ore para tiens Lad been nad.e for s coup,
lie also gave names of his fellow conspirator;;. The transmission was suddenly broken
off. The same admission was also repeated on the State radio, which in tliafc case
•was followed, by r similar declaration by Kampervc-en, who sounded like a broken man.

In the early hours of rJ December shooting was heard in different parts of
Pai-araarioo from amongst others machine guns end heavier an is. It is not unthinkable
that this served ?s a ermoufiagc for the executions in Fort Zcelandia. The '"./are
Tijd." ("True Times ), the only newspaper n )t und.er a publicauioxa ban spoke of r
successful milit'ijry preD3,reane3s ezercise.

At around 7-00 hours the rumour started that two fleeing military men had
boon shot. The same corning, at around 11.00 hours, a W u e array pick-up truck
arrived at the mortuary of the Academiuch Zickonhuic (bniversity Hospital) to
deliver 10 largo sacks containing corpses. An :<rmy guard wns put on duty. 1/ithin
& very short period of time personnel from the first ?5& certre, and doctors and.
nurses from the Acodemisch Ziekenhui 0 pushed the guard aside and. entered the
mortuary. These people saw the corpses.

The rumour that the der.d bodies of the arrested Persons wore in the mortuary
quickly circulated, and at around 10, JO hours hundreds of people haf gathered
outside. Admission to the mortuary was forbidden by the military guard. The military
guard tried, to disperse the crowd by firing in the air.

Persons who are nnd/or n^'.'c beer in personal contact with 'Dezx Bouterse
declared to one source That Bouterse, when acked for information about the corpses
in the mortuary had, said.0. "I killed them'1, and in another instance. "that was
not the intention, but things got out of hrnd'1.
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At around 11,00 hours that morning Boutersc had assembled his military
leadership and gave an explanation of the events. Some of the military who did
not agree "with what had happened were later dismissed C T themselves resifened. The
i'Tei.jhorst Government rendered its resignation on 9 December. The acting president,
Ramdat Misier, did iikeirioe on 10 December, Not until the evening did the
authorities appear on television with an official announcement of the violent
ciea.th of a number of those who had been arrested. That evening, 9 December,
Bnuterse appeared on television and announced that "a number" of the arrested had
been killed while escaping during their transportation from Fort Zeelandia to
Homre Boekoe Barracks,

In an official announcement, issued by the government information service,
it was regretted that several persons - described as conspirators - had died, in
particular since among those who had died were "prominent movers in the planned
coup", the interrogation of whom had not been concluded. According to the
"I/are Tijd" of 10 December, "it is probable that because of this important details
of the foiled coup have not come to light".

On Frida.y, 10 December, from the beginning of the afternoon until 17.00 hours,
the relatives identified the corpses and were permitted to see them.

A number of the families learned this through other sources. All contact
between the relatives and Fort Zeelandia, was through Major Suimveldt.

The military guard at the entry to the hospital premises permitted entry to
families at intervals, family by family. With the families that were allowed, in
sometimes dozens of onlookers crowded through. At the entrance of the mortuary the
same scene repeated itself, with the difference that first-two members of a given
family were admitted to identify the corpse, thereafter followed by other family
members and onlookers. After identification of the victim the name was written on
a plaster which was stuck on the forehead of the deceased.

The corpses of the V) lay on tables in two connecting rooms. The corpses were
covered up to the face by sheets. Some of the witnesses were able to lift the
sheets.

A restricted number of people was in the mortuary on Saturday and Sunday.
Several families learned from Ruimveidt tha,t they were to prepare for funeral on
Sunday 12 December. Only then was it made known that the family was allowed to
arrange the funeral. Until then it had been maintained that the funeral would be
organized by the Sta.te.

On Monday morning all the families were informed that the funerals would be
on that day at around 14.00 hours and that, in so far as had not been yet done,
burial clothes and coffins should be quickly brought to the mortuary. From
around 13.00 hours the relatives were permitted to bid farewell. They wore also
present for the closing and sealing of the coffins. The time of the funerals was
repeatedly postponed. Between 16.00 and 17.00 hours the coffins arrived at the
different cemeteries. Baboeram, Oemrawsingh, Rambocus, Sheorabar, and Sohansing'
were buried at Sarwa Odai. Behr, Daal, Kamperveen and Uijngaarde were buried at
Annetteshof. Goncalves, Leckie and Slagveer were buried at the Roman Catholic
cemetery, and Boost, Rahman, and Riedewald at i-Iariusrust. Thousands of people were
present at the funerals. On account of the curfew the ceremonies had to be very
short.
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The corpses vere "buried urbe,lnied. Ho autopsy vas performed. As far cs i s
known the death certifies/tee issued by the local au thor i t ies gave the date of
death as 9 December. Thereafter, un t i l Friday 17 Lccenber, the graves x/ere guarded,
in the daytime ~oy police, and c,.l night by the mi l i ta ry .

THE VICTIMS MID TIE ILL BTJ"J?JLfl

The following 15 pcroon^ vcre k i l l ed :

Jo hn E ab 0 e r in; prn c t i s i ng ] at rye r .

Bran Belli-, journa l i s t , edi tor of the weekly "flokro".

Cyril 1 Dari , chairman of the Iioederbond, the largest trade union in Suriname.

Kenneth Gonoalves; Dean of the Surinamese Bar Association.

Eddy Hoost; pract is ing lairyor, foriier l i in i s te r of Jus t i ce .

Andre Kemperveon; businessman, former l l in i s te r of Culture and Sport, ovmer
of the ADC radio s t a t ion .

Gerard Tieckia; De?n of the social econonic faculty of the University of
Surinano, e.ged 38-

Suchrin Oearaxramghj professor at the universi ty of Surinsme, d i rec tor of
the Coraputer Centre.

Leslie Piahciaii| journal i s t for the CPS press agency.

Soerindre :Ie.ribocus; ^rmy of f icer , sentenced to 12 years impriGoninent for his
part in the coup attempt m Iia,rch 1^C2, horn e.i 5 June 1953•

Harold Fiiedevr/U1; oractising1 lawyer.

Ji\ransir.gh GVieonbar; army off icer , sertenoeo f^r Ms part In the coup attempt
in Tiarch 1902,

Slagveer; j ou rna l i s t , o\raer cf the Infon.a press agency.

Somradj (Hobby) Oohansing- businessman.

Pranlc Uijngaorcie; joui-o^lisi for ABC radio sia.bion, of Dutch na t iona l i ty ,
born 1A August 3 9 3 ' .

As is, described above, hundrcrs of people i acluding doctors, sou the corpsec
Ln the mortuary, The following i s couponed from syeuitnosr accounts of those
vere in the morxu^ry ^cii/eei: 9 and. 13 DecembcD- 3.932.
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Nearly evsrv corpse showed signs of severe mistreatment in the face from,
in particular, punches and bloxre with heavy objects. Experts end those who
professionally are involved with victims of violence have declared that nany
of the cuts in the faces were wounds that x*oro slashed oner "by "blows from a
solid, not too sharp, but not 1.00 "blunt object, such ar r, rifle butt.

In rtdd.iiion the corpses ^ithouc exception showed, signs of bullet wounds in
the chest, abdomen, the face or the limbs. Witnesses TrJth experience of weapons
and injuries inflicted by weapons have declared that the bullet wounds in the
chest and. abdomen were clearly caused by the «rtrance of bullets, that is to say
that the victims x/ere shot from the front.

In the course of the re Is vent dayr.. effort; were made to concea.1 the wounds.
Thin appears, from amongst other things, the carrying out of sutures and the
application of plaster? on. fcho face wounds, in particular on bullet wounds.

Apart frou the above mentioned general injuries, the coi"pses of the respective
victims showed, the following injuries.

John Brboeram was henvily end brutally mistreated in the face. He for instance
had a broken upper jaw. Almost nil his teeth, except for one. on the upper right
hand side,, were beaten inxjards and his lips were pulped. He had a horizontal
gash on his forehead.. In addition he had a bullet -wound, on the left side of his
nose, xrhi ch was later covered by a plaster. Further be had wounds, cuts, on the
cheeks and internal haemorrhages. One source reports a. cut .in the tongue.

Bram Behr had wounds in the face one. bullet wounds in the chest and feet.
Gyrill Baal had. bullet wounds in the abd.cmen and severe 1 wounds In the face. Two
sources report eye injury in general; one source lienbions Daal in this respect.
Two sources report that the scrotum of one person wes shot off; one other source
reports to have seen thrt Dasl had been castrated.. One source reports fractured
arm s an d 1 e gs.

Kenneth Goncalves had wounds in +he face. In particular he had a fractured.
nose. One source reports to have seen a doze a bullet wounds in the chest.

/ncLro Kamoerveen had a swollen face and injuries on the jaw? most likely a
dislocation. He had some IS bullet wounds in the chest, r̂ urtherincre he had a
fractured fecwr. One source reports r frac cured a m . One source reports a, shot
wound in the right temple.

Gerard Jjeckie had. internal haenorrheges in the fac = . die source reports
bullet holes in the chest.

Suchrin Oei".ra""sin£h had under the circumstances s reasonably uninjured face.
ITe had a small "round in the xippl cheek. On the left terepic covered with son?
hair he had a bigger wound. Thir was later covered by r, plaster.

Leslie r.ahir>an had slashes end cuts \n the face. He had lumps on his forehead.
One source reports thct parts of the skin fron the upper thigh vpre torn off.
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Surindre Eambocus had open slashes in the face and snail cuts on the lips
and above the left eye. Prom the left foot up to the neck and across the upper
abdomen he was riddled with bullets. He had a swollen face.

Harold Riedewald had a bullet wound through the right temple and blood marked
severe injuries or the left side of bhe neck. One source reports dozens of bullet
wounds in the chest.

Jiwansingh Sheombsr had a swollen face which was very dark in colour because
of massive internal bleeding. He hod a severe injury on his right jaw.
Furthermore he had a bullet wound from the neck upwards and another bullet wound
in the skull. The pattern of a cross had been made with bullets in the chest and
abdoninal area.

Jozef Slagveer hsd a swollen face with nany internal ha-eoorrhages, in
particular on the left side. Ho also had a jaw injury.

Gomradj (Hobby) Sohansing had wounds in the face. In particular his teeth
x;ere beaten inwards ond one of his cheekbones wrs fractured. In addition he had
six bullet wounds in the chest and abdominal area.

Frank Uijngaarde had a fractured jnr. nis testh \iexe beaten inwards. He had
bullet wounds in the chest and face.

CONCLUSION

The injuries as reported and described above lead to the conclusion that the
14 Surinaraers and 1 Dutchman were severely tortured and intentionally killed.


