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DECISION 11/9
STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

The Medting,

Recdling Article 2, paragraph 7, of the Convention, which stipulates thet, to the extent
appropriate, the Parties shall endeavour to apply the principles of environmenta impact
assessment (EIA) to policies, plans and programmes,

Recdling aso paragraph 10 of the Odo Minigerid Declaration in which the Ministers
recognized that a systematic analysis of the environmenta impact of proposed palicies, plansand
programmes was enabled by the application of EIA principles and recommended that the
principles of EIA in atransboundary context should aso be agpplied to the strategic leve, and to
this end invited Parties and non-Parties to introduce those principles into their nationd systems,
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Taking into account the work undertaken on strategic environmenta assessment in other
internationa forums, including the ongoing negotiations on the EC directive on the assessment of
the effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment and the findings of the Sofia
initiative on EIA,

Wecoming the offer by the Sofiainitiative on EIA to organize subregiond activitiesin
order to facilitate the preparation of aprotocol on dtrategic environmenta assessment and to
benefit from the experiences of countriesin trangtion,

Having considered the paper on Strategic environmenta assessment
(MP.EIA/WG.1/2000/16),

Having taken note of the Working Group's reports (MP.EIA/WG.1/2000/2 and
MP.EIA/WG.1/2000/18) and in particular the views expressed concerning the development of a
legdly binding insrument on drategic environmental assessment (SEA),

Having considered that a Protocol on strategic environmenta assessment could be
potentialy important for the integration of environmenta, including relevant hedth, concernsinto
drategic decison-making as part of the process towards achieving sustainable development in line
with Agenda 21, and that such a protocol would supplement the existing provisions on EIA of the
Convention,

Noting the reports of the seventh sesson of the Committee on Environmenta Policy and
the second meeting of the Signatories to the Convention on Access to Information, Public
Participation in Decison-making and Access to Justice in Environmentd Matters,

1. Edablishesasubsdiary body, caled the open-ended ad hoc Working Group on the
Protocol, with a mandeate to prepare alegdly binding instrument in the form of a protocol on
drategic environmental assessment to the Convention, with the objective of findizing it so that it
can possibly be adopted at an extraordinary meeting of the Parties to the Convention to be
convened on the occasion of the fifth Ministerid Conference "Environment for Europe” to be held
in Kiev, Ukraine,

2. Calsonthe Partiesto the Convention to participate actively in the preparation of the
Protocol;

3. Urgesthe Meeting of the Signatories to the Convention on Access to Information,
Public Participation in Decison-making and Access to Justice in Environmenta Matters (Aarhus
Convention) to contribute to the preparation of the protocol;

4. Cdlsonthe UN/ECE secretariat to ensure that invitations to the Working Group
negotiating the SEA protocol are sent to al foca points of both the Espoo Convention and the
Aarhus Convention,
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5. Invitesdl interested intergovernmenta organizations, in particular the World Hedlth
Organization/Regiond Office for Europe (WHO/EUROQO) and the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP), as well as non-governmenta organizations, to contribute to this process.



