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DRAFT DECISION

ON CRITERIA AND GUIDELINESTO FACILITATE

THE IDENTIFICATION AND NOTIFICATION OF
HAZARDOUSACTIVITIES

The Conference of the Parties,

Recdling the provisions of article 4, paragraph 1, and article 18, paragraph 6, of the
UN/ECE Convention on the Transboundary Effects of Industrid Accidents,

Stressing the importance of determining the scope of the Convention through the
identification of hazardous activities and their notification,

Acknowledging that a common, pragmatic approach is needed by the Parties and other
UN/ECE member countries when identifying hazardous activities within ther jurisdiction and notifying
other countries,
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1 Agr ees on the criteriaand guiddines to facilitete the identification and notification of
hazardous activities for the purposes of the Convention as contained in the annex to this decisior

2. Requests the Parties to identify hazardous activities within their jurisdiction and
notify affected Parties according to these criteria and guidelines, as soon as possible but not |ater
than the time frame provided for in annex 111, paragraph 2, to the Convention,;

3. | nvites other UN/ECE member countries, pending their ratification of or accesson
to the Convention, to also identify hazardous activities within their jurisdiction according to these
criteria and guiddines and inform affected countries;

4, Requests the Working Group on Implementation, with the assstance of the
UN/ECE secretariat to:

@ Report on the process of identification and natification of hazardous activities on the
basis of the implementation reports from Parties and other UN/ECE member countries,

(b) Maintain aligt of hazardous activities, according to annex XlI, paragraph 1 (€), to
the Convention, on the basis of the information received from Parties and other UN/ECE member
countries in reply to question 7 of the implementation reporting form;

(© Suggest ways of establishing amap of the location of these activities a alater sage;

5. Encour ages further cooperation between this Convention and that on the Protection
and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and Internationa Lakes within the joint ad hoc expert
group on water and industrid accidents concerning the identification of activities where hazardous
substances are present or may be present in quantities below the threshold quantities listed in annex |
to the Convention

Note

1/ Theinformation contained in the reply to question 7 of the implementation reporting form
is the same as that provided by EU member states about hazardous activities capable of causing
transboundary effects to the EU Maor Accident Hazards Bureau (MAHB) and recorded in the EU
Seveso Plant Information Retrieval System (SPIRS).
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Annex

Annex

CRITERIA AND GUIDELINESTO FACILITATE THE IDENTIFICATION AND
NOTIFICATION OF HAZARDOUSACTIVITIES
(according to article 4, paragraph 1, of the Convention)

1 According to the definitions of the Convention, hazardous activities are activities capable of
causng transboundary effects that involve the manufacture, use, storage, handling or disposa of
hazardous substances in quantities above the threshold limits laid down in annex | to the Convention.

2. A transboundary effect means a serious effect in one Party as aresult of an indudtrid
accident occurring in another Party. An effect isadirect or indirect, immediate or delayed adverse
conseguence caused by an industrial accident on, inter dia, human beings, soil, water, air, landscape,
material assets or cultura heritage.

3. Taking into account the definition of hazardous activity and the fact that indudtrial accidents
with transboundary effects are more likely to occur in activities close to aborder or in river basin
having atransboundary outlet, it is clear that both a substance and quantity criterion and alocation
criterion are needed for the purpose of identifying hazardous activities. The criteria are given below in
sections A and B respectively. They are intentionally kept pragmetic so that the Parties can Sart
implementing the Converttion swiftly.

A. Substance and quantity criterion

4, The following substance and quantity criterion shal gpply for the purpose of identifying
hazardous activities capable of causing transboundary effects under the Convention: one or more
hazardous substances are present or may be present in quantities at or in excess of the threshold
quantities listed in annex | to the Convention. 1/

B. Location criteria

5. The following two location criteria shdl apply for the purpose of identifying hazardous
activities capable of causing transboundary effects under the Convention:

€) Within 15 kilometres from the border, for activities involving substances that may
cause afire or explosion or involving toxic substances that may be released into the air in the event of
an accident;
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(b)  Along or within the catchment areas of transboundary rivers, transboundary or
international lakes, or within the catchment areas of transboundary groundwaters, 2/ for activities
involving substances falling under category 3, 4, 5 or 8 of part | of annex | to the Convention. A
catchment area of a transboundary river or lake is defined as the whole drainage area of thisriver or
lake with a common outlet.

C. Naotification

6. Any planned or existing activity identified as hazardous under the Convention, according to
the criterialisted in sections A and B above shdl be natified to the potentialy affected countries
according to article 4, paragraph 1, and annex |1, paragraph 2, to the Convention. The notification
shdl contain revant information on the hazardous activity and its transboundary effectsin the event
of anindudtrid accident, including but not limited to analys's and evaduation as detalled in annex V to
the Convention. The information will be treeted confidentidly by the receiving countries.

Notes

L/ According to Council Decision 98/685/EC of 23 March 1998, for EU member atesdl
establishments covered by article 9 of Council Directive 96/82/EC of 9 December 1996 (Seveso 1),
I.e. upper-tier establishments, are taken to meet this criterion.

2/ A list of mgor transhoundary watercourses (i.e. any surface waters or groundwaters
which mark, cross or are located on boundaries between one or more States) and internationa lakes
has been compiled within the framework of the UN/ECE Convention on the Protection and Use of
Transboundary Watercourse and International Lakes on the basis of information provided by Parties
and non-Parties. The term “mgor” implies that there may be a sgnificant transboundary impact
through these waters. It was, however, |€eft to the discretion of the countries to decide which of these
waters were congdered to fulfil the condition of “sgnificant transboundary impact”. Thus, the list
includes not only big, but aso medium and smal watercourses. Thislist will soon be available
through the Internet at the following address: www.unece.org/env/water and will be updated

regularly.




