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DRAFT PROGRAMVE OF WORK

I nt roducti on

1. The present note provides information to assist the Conmittee in

di scussing and establishing its programme of work, the duration of each
activity, as well as its nmethods of work. The Committee:ss Bureau nmet tw ce
between the sixtieth and sixty-first sessions of the Conmttee to reviewthe
programe of work and its inplenmentation

2. The draft revised programme of work is set out in annex |I. Each
programe el enent has a fixed duration. Wen discussing its programre of

work, the Commttee should keep in mnd that the programre should reflect the
real interests of nmenber countries and their willingness to contribute to its
i npl enentation in terns of expertise, human and financial resources.

3. At its fifty-fourth session, the Comm ssion endorsed the new system of
prioritization of work programres for each of its Principal Subsidiary Bodies
as proposed by the Group of Experts (E/1999/37-FE ECE 1374, para. 27). The
Bureau of the Committee has considered the issue and prepared a draft pro
forma (annex I1) for discussion and agreement by the Comittee.
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4. At the Conmittee:ss session, the secretariat will report on the Human
Settlenments Trust Fund=s expenditures and bal ance in 2000. It is inportant to
stress that without the Trust Fund the Conmittee would not have been able to
carry out its programre of work. However, the Trust Fund needs to be

mai ntai ned at a level that allows the Conmittee to fulfil its task. It is,
therefore, inportant that countries should rmake either general contributions
to the Trust Fund or specific contributions to earmarked programe el enents.

5. Atentative list of neetings is presented in annex 111

Proposed deci sions by the Conmittee

6. In the light of the discussion, the Conmttee may w sh to:

(a) Take note of the progress made in the inplementation of the
programe of work;

(b) Updat e and approve its programme of work, as presented in annex |
and in the light of the challenges specified in the Strategy;

(c) Adopt the prioritization pro forma, as presented in annex 11
(d) Call upon Governnents to make either general contributions to the

Human Settl ements Trust Fund, or specific contributions to earmarked
progranmme el ements.
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Annex |

DRAFT PROGRAMVE OF WORK

SUBPROGRAMME 10 - HUMAN SETTLEMENTS

10.1.1 Country profiles on the housing sector

Descri ption: The housing sector has a critical role to play in ensuring the
success of econom ¢ and soci al developnent in the ECE region and the reform
process in countries in transition. At the same tinme, the process of
transition to a market economy has had a profound inpact on housing policy

i mpl enent ati on and managenment. This project represents a tool for Governnents
to anal yse their housing policies, strategies, institutional and financia
framewor ks for the housing sector and to conpare the progress nmade
internationally. The country profile is a process-oriented exercise. At its
core is an analytical study on the housing sector, drafted by independent

i nternational experts. It draws on the Cormittee's work on housing and

buil ding statistics. Recommendati ons for inproving policies and practices are
an essential part of the programme. It also ains to provide information to
potential investors.

Wor k acconplished: The country profiles on the housing sector of Bulgaria,
Pol and, Sl ovaki a and Lithuani a have been published. A roster of internationa
experts was established.* The international team of experts for the study on
t he housi ng sector of Romani a undertook two mssions in May and July 2000.
The country profile project is presented on the Wb site
(http://ww. unece. or g/ env/ hs/ cph).

Wrk to be undertaken: The Committee will continue activities for the
preparation of country profiles on the housing sector. In the autum, work
will start on a sixth study. A fact-finding mssion by an international team
of experts for the next study is planned for January 2001. Possibilities for
hol di ng further workshops or ad hoc neetings of experts to discuss the
results of project inplenmentation and dissem nating the experience in ECE

countries will be explored. A follow up programme for the studi es undertaken
will be tested. Cooperation with Habitat, the United Nati ons Devel opnent
Programme (UNDP), the European Union and the World Bank will be maintained

and strengthened.
Duration: 2000 - 2003.

10.1.2 | nprovenent of urban environnmental perfornmance

Description: Local systens and cities are efficient starting points for
pronoti ng sustai nabl e consunption patterns. Numerous initiatives have already
been | aunched in cities and towns to raise public awareness of the

* A workshop on housing finance was held in Romania (January 2000) to prepare
for the country profile.
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envi ronnental inpact of individual consunption behaviour, to pronote
environnental |y sound goods, services and sustainable use of energy, water
raw materials and | and by individuals and communities. It is recognized that
environnental |y sound urban and regi onal transport coordinated with
sust ai nabl e | and use and planning at the central, regional and local |evels
may | ead to a substantial reduction in the inpact on human health, natura
resources and the environment, while inproving the quality of life and
econom ¢ performance. Integration of |and use and |ocal transport policies
requires integrated thinking and action across all policy areas and at al

| evel s of deci si on-maki ng.

Wor k acconplished: In cooperation with the Conmittee on Environmenta

Policy, a workshop on encouraging local initiatives towards sustainable
consunption patterns was held in Vienna in February 1998. As a followup, a
joint steering group on urban transport patterns and | and-use planni ng was
established. At its first neeting, held in Lyons (France), the steering group
prepared a detail ed work programe (HBP/ 2000/ 8).

Wrk to be undertaken: A workshop will be organized in 2001 jointly with the
ECE Comm ttee on Environnmental Policy. The workshop will address practica
experience in the environmentally sound managenent of urban transport

i ntegrated wi th sustainable | and-use planning. Based on the workshop's
results, guidelines for governnments will be prepared for subnmission to a
joint meeting of the Bureaux of both Conmittees, and then, if agreed, to the
Fifth Mnisterial Conference AEnvironnment for Europed.

Duration: 2000 - 2002.

10.1.3 Land registration and | and markets

Description: Proper |and registration is crucial for security of tenure and
property rights, effective housing policies and the pronotion of narket-
oriented refornms in economes in transition, as well as in the context of

Eur opean integration. The activity is ainmed at providing assistance to
countries in transition in reform ng cadastre and | and regi strati on systens
and sharing information and experience of nodernizing | and adm nistration
systems in the devel oped market econonmi es through education and training;
research and devel opnent; exchange of experience; transfer of technol ogy; and
st andar di zat i on.

Wor k acconpl i shed: The inventory of |land adm nistration systens in Europe
and North America was published in 1999 and the study on key aspects of |and
regi stration and cadastre | egislation was prepared and published with the
assi stance of HM Land Registry (United Kingdom. Three workshops were hel d:
on nodern cadastre (Bonn, Germany, in March 1999); on | and registration
(London, Septenber 1999) and on public/private sector relationships in the
establishment of |and registration systenms (Tirana, March 2000).

Wrk to be undertaken: The Wirking Party on Land Admi nistration will pronote
the practical application of the ECE Land Administration Guidelines
(ECE/HBP/96) in countries in transition, inter alia, through different types
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of operational activities in these countries. As a joint activity with UNDP
it is envisaged that in 2000 a team of international experts wll visit
Arnmenia to evaluate its land adm nistration reform A survey of the current
structure of |andownership and the existing legislation to restrict/limt the
sal e of property in ECE countries will be prepared. A workshop on safety
mechani sms in the creation of real property markets will be organized in
Madri d (Spain) on 28-29 Septenmber 2000. In 2001, workshops are planned in
Sweden and Armenia. The second session of Working Party on Land
Administration will take place in Geneva on 19-20 Novenmber 2001

Duration: 2000 - 2002.

10.1. 4 Housi ng noder ni zati on and nmanagenent

Description: This activity provides an opportunity to look in detail at urban
regeneration policies and at the existing and energi ng housi ng probl ens,
especially regarding the existing housing stock and its managenent. As a
result of the privatization process in countries in transition, the
proportion of owner-occupied dwellings in nulti-fam |y housing has increased
considerably. It is therefore inportant to establish property rights, define
m xed ownership forns, and anal yse | egal conditions of condom niuns, their
organi zati onal and managenent franmeworKks.

Work acconplished: A neeting on public/private partnership in human

settl enents devel opnent was organi zed in Manchester (United Kingdom on 6-7
Novenber 1999. A workshop on urban renewal and housi ng nodernization took
pl ace in Prague on 14-17 June 2000.

Wrk to be undertaken: A task force and a reference group will be
established to prepare practical guidelines on housing condom niums to
address the major aspects in the public/private sectors in economes in
transition.

Duration: 2000 - 2002.

10.1.5 Devel opnent of human settlenents statistics

Description: The Conmttee, together with the Conference of European
Statisticians, devel ops and inproves international human settlenents
statistics, and publishes the Bulletin of Housing and Building Statistics for
Europe and North Anerica every two years.

Work acconplished: The Annual Bulletin of Housing and Building Statistics
for Europe and North Anmerica was published in 2000. The human settlenments
statistics Web site (http://ww. unece.org/env/hs/bulletin/) has been in
operation since 1999.

Wrk to be undertaken: The Committee will prepare the next issue of the
Bull etin of Housing and Building Statistics for Europe and North Anerica to
be published in 2002. Meanwhile, annual statistics gathered through the
gquestionnaire will be posted on the Wb site. The Commttee and its Bureau
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wi |l consider possibilities for setting up a database on housing indicators
for the ECE region.

Duration: 2000 - 2003.

10.1.6 Maj or trends characterizing human settl enents devel opnent

Description: The devel opment of human settl ements enconpasses a w de range
of changes and trends which are not always conpatible with the principles of
sustainability. Mre know edge of the forces influencing the configuration of
ur ban devel opnent and the characteristics of the inplenmentation of urban
policies will be provided by studying major trends characterizi ng human

settl enents devel opnent and presenting national experiences in fornulating
and i nplenmenting policies for a nore sustainable devel opnment of human
settlenents.

Wor k acconplished: The study on Major Trends Characterizing Human

Settl enments Devel opment (ECE/ HBP/ 108) was published as a result of work
carried out by two task forces. The study served as a background paper to the
Ei ght h Conference on Urban and Regi onal Pl anning. An abstract of the study
was prepared to assist the participants in the preparation of their response
papers for the Conference. The Eighth Conference was held in Madrid from 8
to 11 June 1998. Another study on Human Settlenents Trends in Central and
Eastern Europe was prepared and published in Cctober 1997 (ECE/ HBP/ 105). A
team of experts visited Kyrgyzstan in July 1999 and prepared a country revi ew
ASust ai nabl e Devel opnent and Hurman Settl enents - Overvi ew and Recomrended
Actions@ (HBP/ 2000/ 2) to assist the Government of Kyrgyzstan in the

i npl enmentation of its human devel opment strategies.

Wrk to be undertaken: Both above-mentioned publications will be revised
every five years in a single volune. A research conference will be organized
in the United Kingdomin 2002. The Committee will continue the exchange of
experience in the inmplementation of the Habitat Agenda.

Duration: 2000 - 2002.
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DRAFT
PRI ORI TI ZATI ON PRO FORVA ECE COVMM TTEE ON HUMAN SETTLEMENTS

Expl anatory note

In recent years, the Conmittee on Human Settl enents has denonstrated
its ability to streamine its programre of work (10 programe el enents in
1995 and 6 progranme el enents in 2000), its methods of work (the Comm ttee
was the Commi ssion's first Principal Subsidiary Body to introduce the
wor kshop programre and adopt the related guidelines). In response to the
Conmi ssion=s decision, it took initiative, adopted and applied a new form of
cooperation with the business conmunity and | ocal governnments by establishing
an Advi sory Network on Housi ng and Urban Managenent in 1998. The Comm ttee
has prepared the ECE Strategy for Sustainable Quality of Life in Human
Settlements in the 21% Century. It is envisaged that the Strategy will offer
gui dance for the Commttee to structure and continuously adapt its programre
of work for the first 5-10 years of the new m | ennium

The Conmittee:s activities are of considerable inportance for all ECE
countries. It is essential that the experience of denocratic societies in
sust ai nabl e devel opnent, real property rights, |ocal governments and
denocratic val ues should be introduced in all parts of the ECE region

SECTI ON 1: PRI ORI TI ZATI ON

No. Programme el enents and Priority |evel Regul ar budget
activities (H M L) Pr of essi onal staff
1 Country profiles on the housing H 0.9
sect or
2 | mprovenent of urban H 0.3
envi ronnment al perfornmance
3 Land regi stration and | and H 0.6
mar ket s
4 Housi ng moder ni zati on and H 0.3
Managemnent
5 Devel opnent of human settlenments L 0.1

statistics

6 Maj or trends characterizing M 0.1
human settl ements devel opnent

SECTI ON 2: ACTIVITY OPTI ONS

A Wth the addition of one extra staff menmber (three instead of two)

The Committee would be in a position to pronote nore effectively better
living conditions in the ECE region, through denocratic governance, strong
public participation, security of real property rights, as defined in the ECE
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Strategy for Sustainable Quality of Life in Human Settlenents in the 21°%
Century and the Mnisterial Declaration

It would be possible, inter alia, to:

(a) Carry out two country profiles of the housing sector per year
(instead of only one); or

(b) Intensify land adm ni stration activities and establish a new
organi zational set-up for cooperation with the Wrld Bank, EU and the Food
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO on these issues.

B. Wth the reduction of one staff nmenber (one instead of two)

It would be inpractical for the Comrittee to inplenent the tasks
defined in its mandate and within its conpetence.
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TENTATI VE LI ST OF MEETI NGS*/
Meet i ngs
17-19 Septenber 2001 Geneva Si xty-second session of the Conmmttee
on Human Settl enents
19- 20 Novenber 2001 Ceneva Second session of the Wbrking Party on

Land Adm ni stration

*/  Bureau neetings, task force nmeetings and other informal consultations
are not |isted.



