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Addendum

1. The Ad Hoc Committee of the Whole considered paragraphs 10, 19 and 26 of
the proposed outcome document of the twenty-third special session (A/S-23/2/Add.2
(Part 11)) at its meeting on 9 June 2000.

2. At the same meeting, the Committee approved the following amendments and
recommended the paragraphs, as amended, to the special session for adoption:

(@) Paragraph 10 was amended to read as follows:

“It is widely accepted that violence against women and girls, whether
occurring in public or private life, is a human rights issue. It is accepted that
violence against women, where perpetrated or condoned by the State or its
agents, constitutes a human rights violation. It is also accepted that States have
an obligation to exercise due diligence to prevent, investigate and punish acts
of violence, whether those acts are perpetrated by the State or private persons,
and provide victims with protection. There is increased awareness of and
commitment to preventing and combating violence against women and girls,
including domestic violence, which violates and impairs or nullifies the
enjoyment of their human rights and fundamental freedoms through, inter alia,
improved legislation, policies and programmes.”
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(b) Paragraph 19 was amended to read as follows:

“In a number of countries, inadequate financial and human resources and a
lack of political will and commitment are the main obstacles confronting
national machineries. This is further exacerbated by insufficient understanding
of gender equality and gender mainstreaming among government structures, as
well as prevailing gender stereotypes, discriminatory attitudes, competing
government priorities and, in some countries, unclear mandates, a marginalized
location within the national government structures, lack of data disaggregated
by sex and age in many areas and insufficiently applied methods for assessing
progress, in addition to paucity of authority and insufficient links to civil
society. The activities of the national machineries were also hindered by
structural and communication problems within and among government
agencies.”

(c) Paragraph 26 was amended to read as follows:

“Some progress was made in primary and, to a lesser extent, secondary and
tertiary education for girls, owing to the creation of a more gender-sensitive
school environment, improved educational infrastructure, increased enrolment
and retention, support mechanisms for pregnant adolescents and adolescent
mothers, increased non-formal education opportunities and enhanced
attendance at science and technology classes. Increased attention was given to
the health of the girl child, including the sexual and reproductive health of
adolescents. An increasing number of countries introduced legislation to ban
female genital mutilation and imposed heavier penalties on those involved in
sexual abuse, trafficking and all other forms of exploitation of the girl child,
including for commercial ends. A recent achievement has been the adoption of
the Optional Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, on
Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict and on the Sale of Children, Child
Prostitution and Child Pornography by the General Assembly at its fifty-fourth
session.”




