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Addendum

1. The Ad Hoc Committee of the Whole considered paragraphs 7, 18 and 24 of
the proposed outcome document of the twenty-third special session (A/S-23/2/Add.2
(Part 11)) at its meeting on 9 June 2000.

2. At the same meeting, the Committee approved the following amendments and
recommended the paragraphs, as amended, to the special session for adoption:

(@) Paragraph 7 was amended to read as follows:

“In some countries, efforts to eradicate illiteracy and strengthen literacy
among women and girls and to increase their access to all levels and types of
education were constrained by the lack of resources and insufficient political
will and commitment to improve educational infrastructure and undertake
educational reforms; persisting gender discrimination and bias, including in
teacher training; gender-based occupational stereotyping in schools,
institutions of further education and communities; lack of childcare facilities;
persistent use of gender stereotypes in educational materials; and insufficient
attention paid to the link between women's enrolment in higher educational
institutions and labour market dynamics. The remote location of some
communities and, in some cases, inadequate salaries and benefits make
attracting and retaining teaching professionals difficult and can result in lower
quality education. Additionally, in a number of countries, economic, social and
infrastructural barriers, as well as traditional discriminatory practices, have
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contributed to lower enrolment and retention rates for girls. Little progress has
been made in eradicating illiteracy in some developing countries, aggravating
women’s inequality at the economic, social and political levels. In some of
these countries, the inappropriate design and application of structural
adjustment policies has had a particularly severe impact on the education
sector, since they resulted in declining investment in education infrastructure;”

(b) In paragraph 18, the words “in many instances” were inserted before the
words “of the Convention”, the brackets were removed from the text and the
boldface type was changed to lightface;

(c) Paragraph 24 was amended to read as follows:

“Some national environment policies and programmes have incorporated
gender perspectives. In recognition of the link between gender equality,
poverty eradication, sustainable development and environment protection,
Governments have included income-generating activities for women, as well
as training in natural resource management and environmental protection in
their development strategies. Projects have been launched to preserve and
utilize women’s traditional ecological knowledge, including the traditional
ecological knowledge of indigenous women, in the management of natural
resources and the preservation of biodiversity”.




