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The meeting was called to order at 3.15 p.m. benefited from a supportive offad environment, enjoying
full citizenship and access to government services and
development assistance. In Lebanon, the employment
Expression of sympathy in connection with the recent restrictions imposed on non-Lebanese, the high cost of
cyclone in India and the recent crash of an Egyptian private services and the financial problems of UNRWA
aircraft made the 370,000 Palestine refugees registered there the

1. Attheinvitation of the Chairman, the members of th@ost disadvantaged of all. The 1997 Lebanon appeal funds
Committee observed a minute of silence as an express¥#re almost exhausted, and the extreme needs of the

of sympathy for the recent disasters which had struck Indigifugees in Lebanon had to be dealt with in the context of
and Egypt. the renewed peace negotiations. In the West Bank, the

situation of some 57000 registered refugees had remained
?ense, with intermittent clashes between Palestinians and
Israeli settlers. Citing security concerns, the lIsraeli
authorities has imposed temporary closures and curfews,
: _ albeit fewer than in the previous reporting period,
Agency for Palestine Refugees inthe Near EQ#/54/13 .6 enting Palestinians from working in Israel, and had
and Add.1, 338, 345, 376, 377, 385 and 477) imposed cumbersome entry and exit procedures that
3. Mr.Hansen(Commissioner-General, United Nationsaffected the mobility of UNRWA staff and goods. In the
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in tHgaza Strip, an ésnated 40 per cent of the 800,000
Near East (UNRWA)), introducing his annual report to theegistered refugees — 78 per cent of the population —
General Assembly (A/54/13 and Add.1), which covered tHved in poverty. The Agency's successful income-
period from July 1998 through June 1999, regretted th@éneration and job-creation programme was reaching the
the approaching fiftieth anniversary of the establishmentost disadvantaged sections of society, including women.
of UNRWA found the Agency still providing services toWith repayment rates exceeding 95 per cent, the
the third and fourth generation of Palestine refugegsrogramme had moved from being donor-funded to being
currently numbering 3.6 million. The Agency planned tself-supporting, and had expanded.

observe that sobering occasion appropriately, With  chairman Arafat, whohad reiterated his appreciation
information activities and displays of commemorative agf the work of UNRWA, had promised to point out to
works by refugees. The annual Pledging Conference hgg,ors that funds for the Palestinian Authority could not
been scheduled on the anniversary date of the adoption.gfer ynRWA services, especially for the 60 per cent of
resolution 302 (IV) creating UNRWA, and he lookeqgqistered Palestine refugees living outside the West Bank
forward to continued strong support for the Agency’sng Gaza. He had also promised to find a solution for the
operations. huge amount owed by the Palestinian Authority to UNRWA
4. The renewal of the peace process and the mai@ce 1995. UNRWA was squeezed between refugee needs
vigorous pursuit of final status issues, including the refuged the cash shortage caused by unpaid liabilities of over
issue, had naturallyhad a directimpact on both the Ageng$7 million, almost $21 million of which were owed by the
and the refugees it served. UNRWA itself was not in anfuthority.

way involved in the peace negotiations; but all partie§  The welcome opening in October of the southern
recognized that it was vital to the process in that it was@e nassage route between Gaza and the West Bank should
source of social and economic well-being for the refugeggs ate vital economic, commercial and cultural links and,

and thus contributed to the necessary stability in thg e it hecame routine, should lessen the sense ofisolation
region. in Gaza. Students from Gaza, for instance, would now be

5. The refugee communities remained poor arable to attend the Agency's training centres in the West
underserved because ofinadequate financing for UNRWBank, and travel should be eased for UNRWA Palestinian
rising costs and limited domestic economic growth. Thgaff.
poorest refugees could barely cope with the basic needgof

life.

2. Mr. Zaki (Egypt) expressed appreciation for th
Committee’s sympathy.

Agenda item 88: United Nations Relief and Works

The Agency’s finances, described in the report and
its addendum, continued to face a serious cash flow
6. With 1.5 million registered Palestine refugees —problem despite a budget surplus of some $5.6 million. It
approximately 35 per cent of its total population — Jordalmad been forced temporarily to use its income-generation
continued to host the largest number. They, howevendjob-creation programme to meetthe September payroll,
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and was still $5 million short for the December payrolland a similar situation was predicted fazd@mber unless
despite a special contribution by donors. Clearly that wdlse Agency received addonal income. The
no way to run an agency of that size and importance. Commissioner- General had therefore ordered the

10. The 2000-2001 budget had undergone a ma%qntinuation of austerity measures introduced in previous

i ears.

overhaul and the new format, reflecting a programmdg® e commissioner-General had made everyeffort to
driven budget, had been wetiaeived by both donors andyeep donors apprised of the Agency’s financial situation
the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetaryq after consultations, contributions had been pledged
Questions (ACABQ). The budget was different in tw@q help the Agency with its cash flow problem. However,
major respects: all UNRWA units had been involved in it§, order to ensure a reliable and sustainable flow of funds,
preparation on the basis of planning assumptions; and g Agency had appealed to donors to make payments of
outcome had been an integrated, forward-looking docum bdges earlier and on time. In 1999 the Agency had
that reflected the cost of activities more accuratelyandt Bopted a new, more transparent budgeting methodology
\(arious categories more logically and was more directfy, 2000-2001 and it was hoped that the new approach,
linked to programme plans. The new budget format hagmed at enhancing the budget’s usefulness as a planning,
allowed UNRWA finally to rethink the austerity measureganagement and fund-raising tool, would result in

introduced in 1993 and to reinstate some of the affectgf:reased donor resources being made available.
services as part of the regular budget or agepts.

ACABQ had suggested that a way should be found i TheWork_ing Groupwas deepl_yconcernedthat seven
increase the direct support that UNRVW&eived from the Y&ars ofau;terlty measures had seriously eroded the quality
United Nations regular budget, and he would be makirﬂﬁ the services provided by the Agency and stressed the

some specific proposals to the Secretary-General in tfgpponsibility of the international community to maintain
regard. acceptable levels of service. The Group commended the

Commissioner-General and his staff on their efforts to
11.  Thebudgetreformhad beenundertaken as partof §igninate the structural deficit, maintain basic operations

ongoing management reform, which alsoincluded systeggspite constraints, increase fundraising and keep major
reform. The new rules governing some 22,000 Area stgfnors and host authorities informed and involved. Any
would in the long term achieve cost rationalizationyggitional austerity cuts would cause severe hardship toan

UNRWA was still attempting to improve its strategicy|eadysuffering refugee population and place an increased
planning; a start had been made with the establishmenifiqen on the host authorities.

a policy analysis unit a year earlier, which had taken the
lead in creating the new budget format. 16. He therefore urged all Governments to bear those

. . __circumstances in mind when deciding their level of
12. Hedrew attention to the results of the investigatioggyntributions to the Agency for 2000 and once again urged
conducted at hisrequest by the Office of Internal Oversighioyernments  to begin contributing or increase
Services (OlOS) into the allegations of corruption angyntributions, to contribute in a timely manner and, in
financial impropriety levelled against UNRWA operationg qition to funding special, emergency or capitajents,
in Lebanon. The OlOS report (A/54/367) had once and fgg consider making special contributions to cover the

alllaid the chargestorest, having disproved them or fouRgicit and build up working capital so that UNRWA could
them unsubstantiated. The OIOS team had made SOf8intain its regular programmes.

useful recommendations, some of which had already been

acted upon, and UNRWA would of course remain vigilant /- Ms. Nasser(Observer for Palestine) said that it
would have been inconceivable in 1948 that, after more

13. Mr.Brattskar (Norway), speaking as Rapporteur of,an five decades, the Palestine refugees would continue
the Working Group on the Financing of the United Nationg, |anguish in refugee camps dispersed throughout the
Relief and Works Agency for Pa}lestme Refugees in thccypied Territory and the Middle East, denied their right
Near East, introduced the Group’s report (A/54/477). Thg return and the redressing of their tragic plight by Israeli
Working Group had followed with concern the d'ﬁ'C“”'eﬁntransigence and non-compliance. The item under
experienced by the Agency, in particular its seriougnsideration addressed not onlythe tireless and invaluable
f|na_1n_C|aI _S|tu_at|0n. In 1998 UNRWA had _had a budge\;\,ork of UNRWA over the past 50 years but also the
deficit which it had had to cover out of working capital. Inconditions and fate of the 3.6 million Palestine refugees.
September 1999, the Agency had been obliged to use fundgas therefore imperative to reaffirm basic and constant
fromitsincome-generation programme to meet the payrglfinciples, such as the refugees’ right of return and right
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of compensation for property abandoned, lost ordamagedfugees was central to the future of the peace
Theinalienable individual right of the Palestine refugeesrangements that would follow the conclusion of a just,
to their homes and their property should not be confuséasting and comprehensive peace based on the relevant
with theright of displaced personstoreturn totheterritoipternational resolutions and in particular General
occupied by Israel since 1967, which should already hafssembly resolution 194 (l11), which clearly affirmed the
been effected during the transitional period of the peatght of the Palestinian refugees to return to their homes
process. Furthermore, that right should itself not kend to be paid compensation for loss of property. If the
confused with the right of every Palestinian to come to th@oblem of the refugees, whose rights had been affirmed
Palestinian State and become a Palestinian citizen. in article 9 of the Jordan-Israel Treaty of Peace, were to

18. Sinceitsestablishment, UNRWA had played acruciEﬁ’mam unsolved, the region would continue to be tense and

role in halting the deterioration of the situation anynstable.

providing essential relief, health care, education and sock8. Over the last 50 years, Jordan had shouldered a far
services. The Agency's severe financial difficulties wergreater share of the burden represented by the Palestinian
of deep concern, and the widening gulf between resourgefugees than had any other party, placing enormous
and needs had both short-term and potentially grave lorressures on its resources and economy. Every cut-back in
term consequences. As a result, austerity measutbe services provided by UNRWA had increased the burden
remained in place and the level of services had been Jordan. In 1998, direct government expenditure on the
reduced, exacerbating the already heavyburdens of refugeevision of services to refugees had been 4.75 times
families, who discerned political implications in the laclgreater than the amount spent by UNRWA on such
of international interest. Until a definitive solution to theservices. His country urged the international community
refugee problem was reached, it was vital for UNRWA tto reject any reduction in the role of UNRWAtirsuch
continue working in all fields of operation at a level thatime astherefugee problem had been settled in accordance
met the humanitarian needs of the refugees. Allowing tiwéth the relevant United Nations resolutions. It also urged
financial crisis to be the primary determinant of th€lonor countries to continue to provide support to UNRWA
Agency’'s work was unfair to the refugees and unfair tand enable it to continue to meet its responsibilities. As
UNRWA. long asthe problemthat had led to the establishment ofthe

19. The countless daily obstacles encountered by gencyremained unsolved, its services would continue to

Palestinian people and the socio-economic hardships of essential. The Agency had sufferededet deficit since

refugee population in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 93 which curr_ently stood at $67.1 million. The quality

including Jerusalem, created despair and frustratio ndlevel ofsgrylcetotherefugeeswas negatively affected
Unfortunately, UNRWA operations continued to bt?y SL.jCh a d?f'C't’ and_the Agency was no 'OUger ablle to
obstructed by measures imposed by the Israeli authoriti £<’JV|_de basic educational, health and social services.
affecting the provision of services to the refugees. TI} ontinued supportforUNRWAwas_tant.amountto support
Agencyshould be allowed to carry out its mandate witho r the peace process. Any reduction in Agency services

constraints. Itwas alsoregrettable thatthe Commissiom‘é‘fqu'd therefore adversely affect the peace process. The

General's valuable, comprehensive report had, despite?Ferices provided by the Agency were basic humanitarian

early submission, been subject to unnecessary delays tﬁ%{t\/ices ofthe highest priority. They could not be reduced,

did not foster constructive debate among delegations particularlyin view ofthe continual increase in the refugee
_ " population. While Agency personnel were commendably
20. UNRWA and its donors and the host Governmenggnscientious in carrying out their humanitarian

had the gratitude of the Palestinian refugees as th@ponsibilities, they were constantly hampered by the
awaited the just resolution of their plight. restrictions imposed on them by the occupying Power. He
21. Mr.Abu-Nimah (Jordan) affirmed his Government'surged Israel to halt such restrictions.

support for UNRWA, which was continuing to providep4, Ms. Silfverberg (Finland) spoke on behalf of the
essential services for Palestinian refugees under thgropean Union. The Central and Eastern European
experienced and able guidance of its Commissionipuntries associated with the European Union, Bulgaria,
General. He commended the Secretary-General of & Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania,
United Nations for his sustained support for the Agencpgland, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia and the associated
22. Just as the Palestinian issue was at the heart of @g&intries Cyprus and Malta aligned themselves with her
Arab-Israeli conflict, the question of the Palestiniagtatement.
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25. UNRWA had made atremendous contribution toth29. Mr. Yoshikawa (Japan) paid a tribute to UNRWA
living conditions of the refugees and to social stability imnd its staff. Their work was vitallyimportant and, despite
the area, supplying essential services, physicagverely limited resources, by improving the socio-
infrastructure and vocational training. She noted égfigc  economic conditions of the Palestinian refugees, they had
the developmental social services for women, youth astrengthened the foundation for peace and contributed to
persons with disabilities as well as the income-generatioegional stability. He also commended the neighbouring
programme in support of micro and small enterprises agduntries, in particular Jordan, the Syrian Arab Republic
the infrastructure and other activities carried out under igs1d Lebanon, which had extended assistance to so many
Peace Implementation Programme (PIP) and the Lebaralestinian refugees despite their own economic
Appeal. difficulties.

26. The European Union was concerned by the difficu0. He welcomed the signing of the Sharm el-Sheikh
financial situation which UNRWA continued to faceMemorandum, which should further strengthen trust
despite measures to reduce expenditure but was pleaseuktioveen the parties and accelerate tiagjons. He looked
note that the Agency had implemented reforms arfdrward to a positive outcome of the meetings currently
restructuring in order to fulfil its programme goals in @eing heldin Osloamongthe leaders oftherelevant parties
more sustainable and cost-effective manner. The newd emphasized that the international community had a
unified budget structure for the bienniund®02001 would collective responsibility to support the parties concerned
significantly improve budgetary transparency. Shand to promote the Middle East peace process. In that
encouraged the Commissioner- General to continue effoctantext, his delegation hoped that the meeting of the Ad
towards increased transparency and cost-effectivenéks: Liaison Committee held in Tokyoin October 1999 had
through new approaches to traditional activities while given renewed impetus to the peace process.

the same time maintaining the quality of services. In th%tl_
context, she welcomed the consultative process between &
Agency, host Governments, the Palestinian Authority alil%
donors in the area of management reforms.

Noting the Agency'’s critical financial situation as
cribed in the report of the Commissioner-General
/54/13), he urged Member States to support the Agency
so that it could continue to implement its important
27. The European Unionremained the Agency’s largesiandate but also encouraged UNRWA to make further
donor, providing assistance for education, health, reliefforts to enhance the visibility of its activities since the
and social programmes and would contributebility of Governments to provide assistance depended to
approximately 120 million Euros in 1999 to 2001, ira large extent on public support. Given the difficult
addition to the contributions made by individual membdinancial situations faced by many Member States,
States and financial support provided by the Europe&mowever, he called on UNRWA to explore creative
Commission for specific projects. Finaakpledges made measures to alleviate its financial difficulties through
in 1999 and 2000 should cover all budget requirements falternative sources of income such as contributions from
the year 2000 and she urged all States, in particular tthee private sector and expanded joint programmes with
wealthy States in the region, to increase theinternational organizations.

contributions. 32. Japan continued to maintain close contact with the

28. Itwastobe hopedthata patil solution would soon Agency and, despite financial difficulties iagent years,

be found as part ofa comprehensive, just and lasting pedas been and would continue to be one of the Agency’s
in the area so as to conclude the Agency’'s mandate aadgest donors.

transfer its functions to the Palestinian Authority. In thasts'

c?nhtexst,hthe Ul}lc)snhweklr::omed the S|gnr|]ngh0hn AtljSepten; e foundation of economic and social development, the
ofthe Sharm el-Sheikh agreement which had opened the, 5, |nternational Cooperation Agency offered a

doortotheresumption of negotiationson permanentstatlflalowship programme for vocational training in Japan

The European Union remained_ committed_to the Middkﬁhich, since the beginning ofthe programme in 1985, had
East peace process, would continue to play its full part a%\/arded more than 160 fellowships while 21 Japanese
called on theinternational communityto provide UNRW, xperts had provided vocational training at UNRWA

with resources adequate to fulfil its mandate until suqh,inin g centres. Hundreds of Palestinian refugee students

time as a comprehensive, just and lasting settlement also benefited from the UNRWA university scholarship

been found to the political problems which had led tOthﬁrogramme to which Japan had contributed over US$ 6
presence of Palestinian refugees in the Near East. ’

Convinced that human resources development was
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million. The report of the Secretary-General on Offers byfthe acquisition of territory by force, while stressing that
Member States of grants and scholarships for highkebanon categoricallyejected the permanenttdement
education, including vocational training for Palestinefany Palestinian refugees in its territory. In its provision
refugees (A/54/376) provided detailed information on those services to the large number of refugees to which it was
efforts. host, Lebanon was constrained by its poor economic
34. Mr. Brattskar (Norway) noted the invaluable rolesituation_caused by 15 year_s_(_)f war. The international
played by UNRWA in providing assistance to th(gommumty had a respon3|b|llf[y to compe_l Israel to
Palestinian refugees since the beginning of the pea{ lement th_e relevant mt_ernatlonal re_solunons, and all
process in 1993. Norway would therefore continue to nor countries must continue to cpntnbute to UNRWA'
one of the major contributors. He expressed concern att (_f(epresentatlves of donor countries were to visit the
Agency'’s difficult financial situation as described in thd€iugee camps, the urgent humanitarian needs of the

report of the Commissioner-General (A/54/13). Agalestinian refugees and their daily struggle for s.urvival
UNRWA approached its fiftieth anniversary, it wa OUI_d beCOT“e clear. UNRWA must be able to continue to
essential that the donor community maintain and evgﬁowdg gatlsfactory services to the more th.an 3 million
expand its support. A healthy financial situation for th%alestlman refugeeswhqweredependenton |t.Th.etragedy
Agency was of vital importance to the refugee populatio at had led to the establishment of UNRWA continued to

and their host countries as well astothe peace processﬂ-cfée athreat to the security and stability of the region and

was pleased to note that the OIOS report on aIIegationst8freStrICt development potential, and there was growing

corruption in Lebanon (A/54/367) had been distributed fePncern in the region about the true reasons for the

donors and that UNRWA had made efforts to improV%eduction in financial contributions to UNRWA by some
routines and become more transparent onor countries. There were alsodark suspicionsregarding

the settlement of Palestinian refugees in host countries.
35. The peace process was at a critical but constructiyge only way to allay such suspicions was to increase
stage, with meetings currently being held in Oslo betweg@ntributions to UNRWA and ensure that United Nations
the parties, in the presence of President Clinton. Hesolutions concerning Palestinian refugees were
reiterated his delegation’s conviction that political suppofiplemented. Lebanon would continue to insist that the
by the international community must be accompanied Byesence of the Palestinian refugees on its territory was
substantial economic assistance, in particular to tra,mytemporary; the national Cditstion provided that no

Palestinian people. UNRWA played a vital role in thagind of settlement of such refugees could be contemplated
context and it was the joint responsibility of theyn its territory.

international community to enable the Agencyto carry OE'[

the tasks that the General Assembly had assigned to i 8 Mr. Ol‘.tIC]L,Je (United States of America) relterated
is delegation’s strong support for UNRWA, its reform

36. Mr. Najem (Lebanon) said that the question of thefforts and the peace process. UNRWA continued to play
Palestinian refugees was no closer to being resolved aftgfimportant humanitarian role in the lives of Palestinian
more than 40 years, because of the repressive practicepfigees, especially with respect to their educational and
the Israeli authorities in the occupied territories and thejfealth needs. As UNRWA's largest donor, his delegation
consistent disregard for international resolutions angdipported reform efforts aimed at resolving its financial
conventions. Israel also continued to carry out unjustifieflfficulties and suggested that its cash flow problems and
attacks on Palestinian refugee camps in Lebanon and hgadicit would be best resolved within the context of a broad
occupied southern Lebanon since 1978. It refused figcal reform package and the development of a strategic
respond to the wishes of the international community Rysion and management plan for its future. He therefore
implementing Security Council resolution 425 (1978)supported UNRWA’s more open dialogue with its major

which called on Israel to withdraw its forces from alkypporters as well as its efforts to expand its donor base.
Lebanese territory. o
39. He took note of the Committee’s concern for the

37. There were currently more than 359,000 registerggifare of the Palestinian community and highlighted the
Palestinian refugees living in Lebanon. His country Wageed for positive and constructive resolutions. His
therefore well aware of the importance of the role playegelegation could not, however, support unbalanced
by UNRWA. He reaffirmed the legitimate national rightgesolutions which attempted to prejudge the outcome of
of the Palestinian people and its right to establish afgotiations; lasting peace would come from agreements
independent State, and the principle of the inadmissibilifgached among the parties themselves, not from any action
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taken by the Committee. He therefore urged colleaguesrgasons for such inordinate delays and to report his
support both UNRWA’s commitment to reform and thd&indings to the Committee.

region’s commitment to peace. 44. Mr. Al-Hosani (United Arab Emirates) said that the
40. Mr. Zaki (Egypt) pointed out that the Palestiniarsystematic dispossession of the Palestinian people and
refugee crisis was the oldest case of refugees in the woexpropriation of its homeland that had begun in 1948 with
and UNRWA had been providing relief, work andhe massacres of Deir Yassin and Kafr Qasim and
education for Palestinian refugees for 50 years, playingantinued to the present day, pursuant to the Israeli
pivotalrolein preventing an eslation ofthe humanitarian Government’s relentless implementation of its policy of
crisis. He reaffirmed the inalienable rights of thoseccupation, expulsion, murder, and seizure of lands and
refugees as confirmed by successive resolutions of theods, had placed a heavy responsibility on UNRWA. It
General Assembly, including the right of return, the righttad to provide humanitarian assistance, education, health
to their property and the right to compensation if thegnd social services to the nearly 4 million registered
chose not to return. Settlement of the Palestinian refugealestinian refugees scattered throughout Jordan, Lebanon,
question based on General Assembly resolution 194 (Ithe Syrian Arab Republic, the West Bank and Gaza Strip.
was an essential element in any just and permanddgspite the continual rise in refugee population numbers,
settlement. there was a perceptible quantitative and qualitative
41. The Agency must at least maintain its current |eva%§duction in the level of humanitarian s_ervices provided
the Agency, due to the shortfall in the financial

of services until a final and comprehensive solution w tributi d ¢ ided bvd tries. Th
reached. He was concerned at the precarious financigf'H'Putions andsupport provided by donor countries. 1he

situation described in the report of the Commissione xgency was therefqrg severely restricted in its ability to
General (A/54/13) and in the report of the Working Grou aise .standards of living among the refugees thrqughout
on the Financing of the United Nations Relief and Work: f d|a;5_poral. dlt W"’lls essential th".ﬂ doRor I(éountr{es and
Agencyfor Palestine Refugeesinthe Near East (A/54/47?.er.r(‘ja lona evefopment i\gedngles sdou cqntlnue to
The international community must provide sufficien rovide support o every kind in oraer to improve
resources to the Agency to enable it to maintain if;sondltlonsforthePalestlnlan refugees and enable UNRWA
programmes to resolve its long-standing financial crisis. His country

' _ o was optimistic that a just and lasting settlement would be
42. He once again stressed the distinction betwegflind tothe problem ofthe Palestinian refugees during the

Palestinian refugees and the services provided to thefa| stage of negotiations between the Palestinian and
through UNRWA, on the one hand, and the rest of thgraelj sides.

Palestinian people and the support and assistance provided ) . .
to them OF;] S]e other TEE former was a sphare‘k?' Such a solution must be based on Security Council

responsibility of the international community until sucﬁ"md ngeral Assembly rqsolutlons, and, in partlgu!ar,
time as an eceptable sélement was reached. Hisresolutlon 194 (111) concerning the return ofthe Palestinian

delegation therefore appealed to major donors, bot fugees to their homes, and must respect the provisions

countries and institutions, not to abandon the Palestiniq jnternational law, the prmmple 0“3”0' for peaceandthe
refugees at such a delicate moment. Meeting the minimd:rﬂurth Geneva (;onvenﬂon. In View of the central
needs of the refugees had a positive effect on their attitu'&%por_tance of the Issue .Of the Palest|n'|an refugees tg the
towardsthe peace process. Anyreduction in services Woaldestlon of questlne, It was essential for t'he Umf[ed
lessen their support for the peace process and leave thlgﬁponsto cont|nuetochamp|on.tha'1tcause untllguch t|m'e
more susceptible to the voices of extremism and violencﬁes. the refugees coyld retu.rn in dignity and security to their
He therefore reaffirmed his delegation’s supgort and omes and establish an independent state on the land of
confidence in, the Agency and was confident that donof&

would continue to contribute to alleviating the suffering he meeting rose at 5 p.m.

of those refugees until a settlement was reached and their

rights were recognized.

lestine, with Jerusalem as its capital.

43. He expressed dismay that the reports relevant to
UNRWA had been made available to delegations only the
previous day. His delegation found that situation
unacceptable andrequested the Chairman toinvestigate the



