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A/C.4/54/SR.6

In the absence of Mr. Zackheos (Cyprus), Mr. Kiwanukiherefore be unacceptable and contradictory to apply the

(Uganda), Vice-Chairman, took the Chair.
The meeting was called to order at 3.05 p.m.

Agenda item 18: Implementation of the Declaration
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples (Territories not covered under
other agenda items)continued (A/54/23 (Part I1),
chaps. VI, IX-XI, A/54/23 (Part Ill), chap. XIII (D-F,
H)), AJAC.109/1999/1, A/AC.109/1999/3-9,
A/AC.109/1999/11, A/AC.109/1999/13-18,
A/C.4/54/L.3 and L.4)

Agenda item 92: Information from Non-Self-
Governing Territories transmitted under Article 73 e
of the Charter of the United Nations(continued
(A/54/23 (Part ), chap. VIII, A/54/23 (Part Ill),
chap. XIII (A), A/54/343)

Agenda item 93: Economic and other activities which
affect the interests of the peoples of the Non-Self-
Governing Territories (continued (A/54/23 (Part I1),
chap. V, A/54/23 (Part Ill), chap. XIII (B))

Agenda item 94: Implementation of the Declaration
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples by the specialized agencies
and the international institutions associated with the
United Nations (continued (A/54/3, chap. VII, sect. D,
A/54/23 (Part Il), chap. VII, A/54/23 (Part Ill),

chap. XIII (C), A/54/119, E/1999/69)

Agenda item 12: Report of the Economic and Social
Council (continued (A/54/3, chap. VII, sect. D)

Agenda item 95: Offers by Member States of study
and training facilities for inhabitants of Non-Self-
Governing Territories (continued (A/54/267,
A/C.4/54/L.5)

principle of self-determination in order to perpetuate the
colonial situation. That was the sense of Gen&saémbly
resolution 2353 (XXII), paragraph 2.

3. The international community, and consequently
General Assembly resolutions, including resolutions
1514 (XV) and 2625 (XXV), had set ¢ain limits on the
application of the principle of self-determination, namely
respect for the national unity and territorial integrity of
States. Thatappliedto colonies established in the territory
and at the expense of other States. In such cases,
decolonization was achieved by re-establishing the
territorial integrity of the State in question. The full
applicability of the principle of territorial integrity to the
decolonization of Gibraltar was a clear and unequivocal
doctrine of the United Nations, expressed in successive
resolutions, including resolutions 2353 (XXII) and 2429
(XXIII).

4. A modernization or reform of the so-called
“constitution” of Gibraltar promulgated by the United
Kingdom in 1969 would only aggravate the problems.
Spain would oppose anyinitiative which would impede the
result envisaged in the Treaty of Utrecht. The transfer of
responsibilities to the local authorities might nullify the
sovereignty of the administering Power over the Rock, but
not its sovereignty over the illegally occupied isthmus.

5. Under the Treaty of Utrecht, Spain had been forced
tocede sovereignty of Gibraltar to the Unitedddom, but
had always respected it by virtue of the pringgaeta sunt
servandaeven though the treatyviolated Spain’s national
unity and territorial integrity. The validity of the Treaty
was recognized by the United Kingdom and Spain, as well
as by the United Nations. Thus, Gibraltar could be British
or Spanish, but any other option was excluded.

6. Spainhad deep respect for the rights of the people of
Gibraltar. However, that did not make them a nation with

1. Ms. Cortes (Spain) said that once again hesovereign rights. Sovereignty over the Territory of
delegation was calling for an end to the colonial situatiaBibraltar could be discussed by only the two sovereign
in Gibraltar. The Gener#issembly had clearly indicated States in dispute, the United Kingdom, as the colonial
how the decolonization of Gibraltar should be carried ouP.ower, and Spain, since the colonywas situated in Spanish

2. There was no single prescription for putting an en§""tory-

to colonialism, since the circumstances varied in eagh  Gibraltar lacked natural resources and arable land.
situation. In most cases, decolonization had been achievezkconomywas based on its special fiscal situation within
through the exercise of the right of self-determinatiorthe European Union, making it a parasite which survived
However, that principle did not apply in all casesat the expense of Spain and to the detriment of the
Although Gibraltar was a colony of the United Kingdomneighbouring Spanish territory. Gibraltar’'s economy could
its inhabitants were not a colonized people, but were tihet rest on corrupt foundations. Gibraltar had to establish
descendants of the colonizing people and of people whasound and solid economy, in full accordance with the
had been broughtin to work in the military base. It wouldirectives and regulations of the European Union.
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8.  Spain was participating in the Brussels process af differences in identity, culture, degree of development
good faith, and had submitted two proposals as startiagd the like. The international community should help
pointstotrytofind a solution to the dispute over Gibraltathose countries accede to true independence by providing
Despite the goodwill of stcessive Spanish Governmentsassistance at all levels.

no progress had been made. There was only one coursg A0 v Aboul Gheit (Egypt) remarked that it had been
follow: serious negotiations which would put an end tgg years since the General Assembly’s adoption of the
Gibraltar’s colonial situation, since the maintenance Oftr?feclaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
status quo benefited no one. Spain continued to advoc untries and Peoples. Much had been achieved in that
thatdialogue. The inhz_abitants ofGibre_lltar had n(_)t_hing Ttﬂﬂe, but there were still 17 Territories that had not been

-determination, and it was

expressed their full intention to ensure due respect for tﬂﬁ the United Nations to enable them to do so. At the same
legitimate interests of the population of Gibraltar. Spaiﬂme administering Powers should assume their

_ho_ped thatthe Unite_d King(_jom WOl_Jld finallyrealizg thatresponsibilities by coopeating with the Special Committee
if it wanted its relations with Spain to reach their fuIIin that connection. so that. at the dawn of the new

potential, it could not continue its colonial presence ifijiennjum, colonialism might be eradicated once and for
Gibraltar. all
9. Mr.Baeisa(Repuinconemen)saidthatasthenevi
millennium approached, the spectre of colonialism haa(?'

been nearly bﬁmslrje_d Zom the WOEI!?]’ thanlg_s n Iar% ch information as it might require and facilitating the
measure 1o the Unite ations. e eradication ork of its missions. Moreover, administering Powers

colonialism and the right of self-determination werg,, 14 recognize that peoples that had not yet been able to

prominentfeatures of the Charter, in recognition Ofthef"’l&ercise the right of self-determination nevertheless had

that _respectmg the right of peoples to choose_ the_” va@gal sovereignty over their natural resources.
destiny served to foster the advent of peace, justice an

prosperity. 16. Notew_orthy progress had been achieved in relation
. - to the question of Western Sahara. It was to be hoped that
10.  Butwhile the old colonialism had b_een reduced Ofe contending parties would continue to cooperate with
fe_W scat_tered po_ckets, new forms had arisen. Peoplgs WEHE United Nations, and that the referendum to determine
still denied theright of self-determination: the Palestmla{he future of the area could soon be held. As for East
people had been denied that right for over half a centuhy, o, \yhile the violence that had followed the referendum

11. Referring to the Committee’s reports anter alia, had been appalling, the international community should
Western Sahara and Gibraltar, he expressed the hope thattforget the courageous decision of President Habibie and
all such issues would be resolved peacefully. Concernitige Indonesian Governmenttohold thatreferendumin the
East Timor, the Government of Indonesia was to Wegst place. The present period was one of transition.
commended for its cooperation with the United Nations Whatever the final outcome, it should not be regarded as
organizing the ecent referendum and in accepting tha victory for one side and a defeat for the other.

subsequent_deployment of_an international forqe to put 3p Egypt had been a founding member of the United
end to the violence and bring peace to the region. Nations, and had been in the forefront of the struggle
12. Military bases and facilities in formerly colonizedagainst colonialism. It intended to remain true to its
regions adversely affected not only the interests of theadition in that respect by continuing to devote its efforts
peoples of those regions but also those of neighbouritg the attainment of the full implementation of the

States. What small,gor, recently independent countrieDeclaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
needed was assistance that would help them build up th€wmuntries and Peoples.

infrastructure and develop.

In the meantime, administering Powers should take
constructive attitude by providing the Committee with

18. Mr. El Riani (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) expressed
13. Manyformally independent countries were reallyisupport for peoples that had as yet been unable to exercise
a state of dependence because of a growing burdenttoé right of self-determination. It was to be hoped that
indebtedness, dwindling official development assistandd,ose peoples’territories would not be turned into grounds
and the negative impact of globalization and markéor the military activities of the occupying States.
liberalization, all aggravated by the imposition of standard

political, economic and social models that took no account
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19. The Special Committee could be proud of its efforionstructive dialogue with the administering Powers in
to implement the Declaration on the Granting ofrder to speed up decolonization. The international
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. In tlemmunity should stress the need for the administering
connection, the Caribbean Regional Seminar on sm&bwers to transmit information under Article &8f the
island non-self-governing territories held in Saint Luci€harter, foster awareness oftheright of self-determination
in May 1999 had made a number of usefuin Non-Self-Governing Territories, abandon all military
recommendations aimed at poverty alleviation, economactivities in those Territories, participate actively in the
growth, environmental protection and natural resoureeork ofthe Special Committee, invite visiting missions to
management in such territories. the Territories, and facilitate the participation of

20. However. in some Territories the will of therepresentatives of the Non-Self-Governing Territories in

international community was being deliberately flouted!® Work of the Committee. The Genefasembly should

efforts were being made to empty them of their originzﬂttaCh the utmost importance to the visiting missions as a
inhabitants and establish settlements with a view [B€ans of collecting first-hand information on conditions
altering their natural and demographic characteristics. THthe Non-ISeIf-Gover_nmghTe_zr:cltorles and on the wishes
Special Committee should do everythingin its power to pGQf tN€ People concerning their future status.

a stop to such unlawful efforts. 24. The international community should renew its

21. Insum, his delegation advocated the eradication pport for the aspirations of the people of the Non-Self-

colonialism and affirmed the right of self-determination: overning Territories, and should formulate concrete
Greater economic assistance, bilateral or mult”aterﬂoposa_lsform_ea_suresthat could be_ tak_en toenable them
should be made available to Non-SeIf-GoverninEgO exercise their right to self-determination.

Territories and small island States, and their produc2s. Mr. de Moura (Brazil) said that his delegation fully
should enjoy ready access to world markets. Thesubscribed tothe statements made by Mexico, on behalf of
acquisition of technology should be facilitated, as shouttie Rio Group, and Uruguay, on behalf of the Common
their development of their water resources, humavarket of the Southern Cone (MERCOSUR). It reiterated
resources and tourist potential. Nuclear States should desiigt deep consternation of the Brazilian people about the
from polluting the sea by the dumping of hazardous wastesolence and loss of life in East Timor. Brazil fully
Foreign military bases should not be located in Non-Selupported international efforts to ensure respect for the
Governing Territories. The peoples of those Territorigmplementation of East Timor's right to self-
should be left free to choose the form of democracy theletermination, and was contributing to the United Nations
deemed suitable in terms of their cultural heritage ardission in East Timor (UNAMET). It fully supported the
degree of development. The United Nations Developme8&ecretary-General’s proposal for a transitional
Programme and international investors should implemeadministration and was ready to contribute, within its
industrial and agricultural development s in such possibilities, to the sicess of that mission.

Territories, so that their raw materials could be processgg Brazil reiterated its commitment to the legitimate

into manufactured goods locally. Lastly, no assistanggyps ofthe Argentine people in their sovereignty dispute
should be que available for the_purpose_of gstabhshlg er the Falkland Islands (Malvinas), and hoped that a
Zettl_ementsf 'Q I_\Ion-SeIf-GfO\r/]er_nmg _Terlr_|t?]r|es_~. t0 thgq ution would be found to the issue soon in accordance

etriment of the interests of their original inhabitants. i, the relevant resolutions ofthe United Nations and the
22. Mr. Fadaifard (Islamic Republic of Iran) said that Organization of American States.

gwaz uniortunrz]ite tEhatd_at the en? oétrI]e _Inlt_ernat|okr11§I7_ Mr. Tekaya (Tunisia) said that as the International
ecade for the FEradication of Colonialism, the, e forthe Eradication of Colonialism drewtoan end,
decolonization process had not yetbeen concluded. Effo, Sre was a need to evaluate the achievements made and

should be redoubled to achieve the aim of a world free nsider the remaining steps which needed to be taken. The

colonial don_unatlon_. The people of t_he remaining NO_nSpeciaI Committee had an important role to play in that
Self-Governing Territories must be given the opportunltryespect_ Tunisia welcomed the dialogue between the
to exercise their right to choose their own future freely, asspecial Committee and the administering Powers, and
envisaged in the Charter. hoped that it would be further enhanced so as to enable the
23. His delegation supported the Special CommitteeSpecial Committee to carryoutits mandate more fully. The
initiative to seek ways and means of facilitatingontribution ofrepresentatives ofthe Non-Self-Governing
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Territories to the evaluation of the situation of thosa view to creating an enabling atmosphere for the
Territories remained essential. referendum to be held as planned.

28. There was a need to promote awareness among 8de He commended the Indonesian Government for
peoples concerned of their rights and options so that th&yowing the international community to send a
could make a free and informed choice about their futursultinational force to restore order in East Timor and
status. The cooperation of the administering Powers, awdlcomed its commitment to fulfil the newly expressed will
their provision of information to the Secretary-Generaff the East Timorese people to seek a new destiny. The
were veryimportantin that respect. Seminars and visitinpgogress already achieved by UNAMET was encouraging,
missions were important means of assisting the populatiand he hoped that it would progressively create conditions
in exercising its right to self-determination. The majorityor stability in the rest of the territory and enable the East
of the Non-Self-Governing Territories were small islandimorese people torealize their right to self-deteraion.
territories, and that situation needed to be taken inko conclusion, he reiterated his commitment to the work
account. The responsibility of the administering Powerd the Committee and remained optimistic that the
andtherole of the United Nations system in the promotigemaining issues would be resolved in a manoegptable

of sustainable development and of the process of seif-all concerned.
determination were essgal. The international community Mr. Naidu (Fiji), referring to Chapter XI of the

needed _to r_edouble its efforts to complete the work harter of the United Nations, said that his delegation
decolonization. shared the concern of many others that the political,
29. Mr. Kuindwa (Kenya) commended the Speciakconomic, social and educational advancement of the
Committee for its untiring efforts to eliminate thepeople of the Non-Self-Governing Territories remained
remaining vestiges of colonialism and for the workinfulfilled after 54 years. I[twas also concerned over issues
achieved through its visiting missions and seminars telating to the treatment and protection of the indigenous
reviewthe progressinimplementing the Plan of Action fqueoples of the Territories, the erosion of their traditional
the International Decade for the Eradication afulture and the slow pace of economic, social and human
Colonialism, an approach which would enable the peoptievelopmentin the Territories. It was even more concerned
of the remaining 17 Non-Self-Governing Territories tdy the slow promotion and facilitation of self-government
choose freely the options available to them in deciding @nd by the fact that the utmost effort had not been made to
their respective destinies. He supported the Specgsdcertain the free and voluntary choice of the peoples on
Committee’s plan to re-evaluate its work methods and thfee political future of their Territories.

eﬁectivgqess of its impl_ementation strategies yvi_th ayie . It was a sad comment on democracy that all forms
to providing more clarity and focus. All administering, . 4 4jises of colonialism would not have been eradicated
Powers should continue their cooperation with the Specig) i o vear 2000. In that connection, he was concerned
Committee, andinadequate political, economic, social aiffle; the |ack of substantial progress in the determination

educ_atrl]onal prei:cozredne_ss should IZIO't %elaythe EXErCISgPthe free and voluntary choice of the peoples on the
the rights to self-determination and independence. political future of their Territories and the full

30. In view of the significant progress made in themplementation of choice. Such progress would be made
identification process in Western Sahara, he remainedly when the administering Powers cooperated fully with
hopeful that the outstanding issues would be addressbe Special Committee with a view to resolving the issue.
during the nextround of talks with the relevant parties. HEhus far, the informalidlogue with the Special Committee
also hoped that arrangements for implementation of thad not significantly contributed to resolving the political
repatriation programme would be swiftlydilized between future of the Territories, and he therefore called upon the
the United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Westermdministering Powers to participate more actively in its
Sahara (MINURSO) and the two parties. The demining @fork. They should also facilitate visits to the Territories
sites for the repatriation of refugees eligible to vote, theby United Nations missions and devote more urgent
immediate&milies and other Saharan residents outside tAgention to programmes aimed at promoting political,
Territory could then be completed. Since it was essentiaducational, social and human development in the
to consolidate the achievements made by addressing Teeritories, in which connection the people should be fully
remaining political and operational issues in a balancednsulted. The special rights of the indigenous peoples in
and careful manner, he encouraged the parties concertfeel Territories must be guaranteed, protected and
tocontinue their cooperation with the United Nations witknhanced, and their traditions and culture respected.
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34. The genuine steps taken to advance (8. On the question ofthe Falkland Islands (Malvinas),

decolonization process in certain Territories, such #&s$s delegation supported the statement made by the
Tokelau, New Caledonia, Western Sahara and East Timdglegation of Uruguay and wished to reaffirm its conviction

were laudable. Despite the atrocities that had occurredthmt there should be a peaceful and negotiated solution to
the latter case, the decision of the people should Hee dispute between Argentina and the United Kingdom,

respected and carried forward by the internation&l conformity with the relevant resolutions of the General

community, which should learn from the experience andissembly and of the Spie¢ Committee.

be fully prepared in the event of similar referendums to Despite the fact that the General Assembly had

held elsewhere. Such referendums and plebiscites prOVi%ee%lared the period 1990-2000 as the International Decade
the _best form for expression of th_G_ free and volunta_%r the Eradication of Colonialism, since 1984 no Non-
ch0|_ce_of the peo_ples on the political future of th_e'éelf-Governing Territory on the Special Committee’s
Territories, such asindependent statehood, free assomag%%nda had exercised its right to self-determination. As a

or integration. The administering Powers which had n?&sult, the members of the Special Committee and the
scheduled referendumsintheirTerritoriesmustcommen&&ministering Powers had agreed on a set of informal

dialogue with the peoples concerned with a view tg

agreeing atime-frame, as w_eII as term_s and conditions,_ yond the year 2000. Under that plan, the wishes of the
that connection. In conclusion, he said that the Specigyy | ations of the Non-Self-Governing Territories would
Committee should be provided with adequate resourcesyR,jun 1ty determined and a specific programme ofwork
order to enhance Its rqle, prepare and negotiate a n &eloped for each Territory. The plan represented a
mandate on decolonization and strengthen the@a will ;5 ificant step forward and would permit further progress
to hasten the pace of decolonization. to be made towards the noble objective of decolonization
35. Mr. Larrain (Chile) associated himself with thebased on cooperation between the Special Committee, the
statement made by the representative of Mexico on behadfministering Powers and the respective governments of
of the Rio Group, but wished to make a few additiondahe 12 small Territories. In that connection, the formal
observations. cooperation in which the Committee had been engaged for

36. Chile welcomed the agreements of 5 May 19g’pme time with New Zealand illustrated how it was
between Indonesia and Portugal on the subject of Eé)&ssibleto work together with the administering Powers.

Timor. It had followed closely and with concern the even®#1. Mr. Snoussi (Morocco) said that the question of
that had taken place prior to the holding of the populdestern Sahara was concerned not with decolonization but
consultation and regretted the violence that had followedther with a referendum to complete the territorial
the announcement of the results. It neverthelesgegrity of Morocco. It was only after the so-called
appreciated the decision of the Government of Indonediestern Sahara had been ceded back to Moroccofollowing
toacceptinterational cooperation in order torestore ordenegotiations with the Government of Spain that, in
and security in the Territory. circumstances that were known to all, a handful of rebels

37. Chile was concerned at the obstacles that remairnfi']d fo_rcibly ta_ken control of a pqrt qf the population and
to the holding of the referendum on self-determination ifPnSPired againstMorocco's territorial integrity. Morocco

Western Sahara and hoped that the referendum wotl@d foiled the plot, but had nevertheless proposed that a

finally take place in accordance with the timetabléeferendumshouldbeheld under the auspices ofthe United

established by the Secretary-General. It welcomed thigtions to settle the matter once and for all. It had since
progress that had been achieved in the identificati®{©vided moraland material supportto MINURSO and had

process and appealed to the parties to continue to coopefd¥gSted - considerable - resources in developing the
with MINURSO in the appeals process. Territory's infrastructure and in bringing living standards

up to the level that existed in the rest of the Kingdom.
38. Concerning New Caledonia, his Government

welcomed the signing of the Nouméa Accord and the fagg: Persons who were either ill-intentioned or ill-
that, in fulfilment of the provisions of Generassembly informed had been falsely claiming that Morocco was

resolution 53/65, France had invited representatives r&spor_]sibleforthedelayinthe h_olding oftherefe_rendum.
countries of the Pacific region, including Chile, to thél Sufficed to consult the various reports which the

Territoryto familiarize them with the process that had bee%ecretary—General haql prepared on the question since 1991
initiated under the Accord. to see that the opposite was true. Morocco had also been

accused of delaying the implementation of the protocols

uidelines for developing a plan of action that would go
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and of the “package deal” proposed by the Secretanyigilance was still needed and every opportunity must be
General. In fact, the “package deal” concerned onkgken to encourage dialogue between the administering
Morocco’s 65,000 applicants. His Government had be&owers and the representatives ofthe remaining Non-Self-
obliged to negotiate the criteria for their identificationGoverning Territories, in keeping with the spirit of
with which it was still not satisfied. cooperation that had been witnessed in the cases of New

43. On the question of refugees, Morocco had long be&ledonia, Tokelau and East Timor.

calling attention tothe abduction of the so-calledrefugeet3. The Committee should value reason over passion and
who were paraded in their camps abroad for the benefitrafrain from drawing a parallel between Western Sahara
visiting delegations. The so-called brave fighters, whostiéind East Timor. The testimony of petitioners
heldthousands of children hostage in their training campstwithstanding, it was clear that the language of
should realize that the cold war was over and that it wagcolonization was not applicable to Western Sahara,
time to return the children to their homes. He did nowvhere a process of consultation of the people was under
understand, moreover, whythose refugeeswhohad already. In fact, Morocco had no lessons to be taught about the
been identified had not yet been repatriated. Morocco wsisuggle for emancipation and independence in Africa or
prepared to acceptl refugees who were allowed to returnabout human rights. The Committee should therefore
home. Recognizing the need for transparency, it had alsocourage the two parties to cooperate with a view to the
requested the Office of the United Nations Higlholding of a free, transparent and impartial referendum,
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to station a team in accordance with the United Nations Settlement Plan for
the region and had agreed to the confidence-buildiMgestern Sahara and with the participation of all persons
measures proposed by UNHCR. native to the Territory.

44. The right to self-determination must not be denie#9. Mr. Salamanca (Bolivia) said that his delegation

toany section ofthe Saharan population. Itwasimpossildesociated itself with the statements made by the
to speak of self-determination, for example, if tribal groupgpresentatives of Mexico, in his capacity as coordinator
who had fought against colonialism weegacted en masse of the Rio Group, and of Uruguay, on behalf of

by the Identification Commission. The criteria foMERCOSUR and the associated States of Bolivia and
participation in the referendum should be logical an@hile, but wished to make a few additional observations.
reasonable and should include both ties of blood and ti The United Nations had played a key role in the

to the Territory. Unfortunately, it was becomingyissqric and political process of decolonization. Despite the
increasinglyapparent thatthe parties were heading towais, ijeraple progress that had been achieved, however, the

a referendum that was undemocratic and 'neq”'tab(kfopulations of the 17 Non-Self-Governing Territories

Morocco gever'izebless contm(;J_ed LO hope ]fhat the erminaining on the agenda of the Special Committee still
committed would be corrected in the near future. aspired to independence and the right to self-

45. In response to the concerns expressed by ttietermination. As the new millennium dawned, Bolivia
representative of Mexico, speaking on behalf of the Rimoped that the United Nations might soon be able to
Group, he wished to clarify that the incident in Laayoungroclaim a world free of colonial vestiges, free of
to which the representative had referred had in fact beeppression and economic, political and social dependency
a student demonstration over material and social demaraasl respectful of democratic values and fundamental
and that no deaths had resulted. human rights.

46. Morocco solemnly reaffirmed that it would ddbl. His Government followed attentively and in some
everything possible to ensure that the referendum, whichses with concern the efforts being made to achieve self-
it had proposed in good faith, took place in a democratidetermination and independencein anumber of Non-Self-
equitable and transparent manner. No administrativ@pverning Territories. Each situation required a different
routine or financial contingency could be invokedapproach and genuine political will by the parties
however, to denythe entire population the right to expresencerned. Bolivia was concerned at the reaction to the
its wishes freely. vote by the people of East Timor, whose clearly expressed
47. Mr. Diop (Senegal) said that, even though thgesire for independence must be respected and translated

process of decolonization had increased the size of 0 reality with the full cooperation of the international
family of nations from 51 to 188 States in the space of @MMunity. Ifnot, the image of the United Nations, which

single generation, there was no room for complacency.
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had supported the process of popular consultation, wouécond World War. Theremaining 17 Non-Self-Governing
suffer grave harm. Territories mustnot be marginalized or abandoned to their

52. In Western Sahara, he hoped that the identificatié@t€ Under any pretext; their two million inhabitants had
process would move forward without delay within the timE€ 19t to choose and manage their own future, protect
limits set for the holding of the referendum. Theeent their environment and natural resources, and preserve and
outbreak of violence, which had resulted in deaths af§oPagate their traditions and culture.

injuries among the civilian population, gave cause fd@0. In accordance with the principles laid down by the
concern. General Assemblyin resolution 1541 (XV), autonomyand

53. The way in which New Zealand had dealt with thRrotection of the inalienable rights of the peoples of the
caée of Tokelau. on the other hand. was an exampleI}B?n-Self-Governing Territories did not necessarily mean
political will to resolve the colonial status of a Territory?‘ccess'on to independence. His delegation called on the

which took into account the needs and aspirations of tﬁgministering Powers to create the necessary conditions
local population to enable the people of their respective Territories to make

) agudicious choice with regard to self-determination,
54. InNew Caledonia, a peaceful and gradual processfithout constraints imposed by the administering Powers

emancipation was unfolding within an institutionaby py rebel leaders pursuing their personal agendas.
framework agreed upon by the parties. In that regard, the

spiritand letter ofthe Matignon and Nouméa Accords mut-  His delegation encouraged the organization of

be respected so as not to betray the hopes of the peoplé%pinars in the Caribbean and Pacific regions as t_he best
the Territory. way of assessing the needs of small island Territories and

consulting with the inhabitants of the Territories and their

55. Concerning the Falkland Islands (Malvinas), higjected representatives, the administering Powers, and
Governmenthoped thatthe United Kingdom and Argentingher parties involved.

would seek a peaceful solution to their dispute, as the

General Assembly and the SplcCommittee had urged 6ZH Haiti \r/]velcohmed EastT|mor’5\;ote for md_ependlence.
in their relevant resolutions. It hoped that the Government of Indonesia would do

o _ _ _ everythinginits power to ensure respect for the wishes and
56. Bolivia welcomed the cooperation being given byspirations of that people.

some administering Powers to the process of . | . . . for th
decolonization. It also welcomed the dialogue which hadp- His delegation reiterated its support for the 1994

just begun in the Special Committee on the possibility &farPados Programme of Action for the Sustainable
considering directly the situation of the Non-SelfP€velopmentofSmallisland Developing States.

Governing Territories under that Committee’s jurisdictiorb4. Mr. Bandora (United Republic of Tanzania) said
The exchange of ideas in the Special Committee aimedthat the performance of the United Nations in the
developing new conceptual approaches to decolonizatidacolonization process had been most exemplary. It was
would move the international community closer to thehereforeironicthat, with the exception ofthe encouraging
goals proclaimed in the International Decade for thedvancesin Tokelauand New Caledonia, little meaningful
Eradication of Colonialism, which, given the considerablerogress had been made during the last phase of that
work that remained to be done in that area, should peocess. On the whole, the attitudes of the administering
extended beyond the year 2000. Powers remained unchanged, thus demanding greater
57. Lastly, in viewofthe general lack ofinformation anJeSOh’e and commitment bythe United Nationsto advocate

the difficulty of organizing visits to the Non-SeIf-the rig_ht pf the people in thg T_e_rritories _to self-
ptermination. He hoped that continuingldgue with the

Governing Territories, regional seminars mightbeauseig . _ . . .
way of disseminating information on the social an pecial Committee, V.Vh'c.h was critical to furthering the
constitutional situation of the Territories and theif2US€ of self-determination fo_r those people, yv(_)uld _be
populations. deepeneo_l and_expandec! to mclude_ al! adm|n|s_ter|ng
Powers with a view to ending decolonization early in the
58. Mr. Fils-Aime (Haiti) said that his delegation fully new century. It was in the interests of those Powers to
supported the statement made by Saint Lucia on behalfghnifest their cooperation by welcoming visiting missions
the Caribbean Community. and submitting reports as required under Article@he

59. The United Nations had contributed effectively to theharter of the United Nations.
decolonization of over 80 Territories since the end of the
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65. Until the people in the remaining Non-SelfthelInternational Decade for the Eraation of Colomalism
Governing Territories were given the opportunity teould still be realized.

determine their statusin atransparentand internationaélg His delegation expressed itefaund admiation to
supervised arrangement, his delegation would continu&fg, |, 4onesian Government for its courage and wisdom in
viewwith great scepticism any claim thatthey did notwisg in g the referendum to take place in East Timor, sad

to exercise their right to self-determination. Given th%ough the subsequent events were, and sincerely hoped

special attentl_on needed to _be devoted to the_p_roble_m%tthe presence ofthe multinational force would pave the
faced by smallisland developing States, the admmlsten%

X ) for the final destiny of the peoplein East Timor. It also
Powers and the United Nations should endeavour to expaé?ﬁ/1

; X oo hich f mended the Frente Polisario and the Moroccan
their assistance programmes to the Territories, whic %overnment for their flexibility and cooperation, which

largely under that category. The enjoyment of greatgf, |4 similarly pave the way towards peaceful settlement
autonomy in decision-making in connection with thesne confiict. It was, however, concerned by the growing
exploitation and management of natural resources aggmper of appeals in connection with the referendum, and
generated earnings was also a critical stepin preparing m?ped that they would not lead to a second round of the
Territor_ies for the eventual exercise of their right to Selﬁ'dentification process which would delay the referendum
determination. even further. The parties concerned should cooperate fully
66. His delegation was seriously concerned over thdth the United Nations with a view to successful
situation in Western Sahara, and hoped that the appeatplementation of the settlement plan devised by the
process would be handled expeditiously and that arganization of African Unity, which would enable the
difficulties would be resolved to enable the schedulegSaharan people to exercise their inalienable rights to self-
referendum to be held. The United Nations shawdéhtain determination and national independence.

vigilance and take measures to arrest the deterioratigg_ Ms. Smith (United Kingdom), speaking in exercise
security situation in Laayoune with a view to avoiding f the right of reply, said wi,th reference to the
neggtive impact_on the re_ferendum anda re_petition Of_ tBBservations made t;y the’ representative of Spain
tragic events wltnessed in East Timor. While regrettln@oncerning Gibraltar, that her Government’s position on
those events, his Government nevertheless welcomed {HQ matter was well known and hadently been reiterated
Agreement_s reached on 5 May 1999 by_the Gov_ernmerb the representative of the United Kingdom in exercise of
of Indonesia and Portugal and the United Nations anfle right of reply to the statement made in the General

hoped that normalcy would soon be re-established, th §semb|y on 21 September 1999 by the Minister for
enabling the wishes of the East Timorese people to 8reign Affairs of Spain

achieved. With a view to realizing the dream of a world

free from colonialism early next century, he called on th€0- With regard to the statements made earlier by the
administering Powers of the remaining Non-Selft€presentatives of Bolivia, Brazil, Chile and lIraq
Governing Territories to join the international communitgoncerning the Falkland Islands (Malvinas), the United

and allow the people in those Territories to exercise théfingdom’s position on that matter was also well known
right of self-determination. and had recently been restated by the Permanent

: - . . . Representative of the United Kingdom in exercise of the
6_7' Mr. Andjaba (Namibia) said that, ta_klng place as 'trightofreplytotheremarks made in the General Assembly
did at the threshold of the new millennium, the curreng, 51 gentember 1999 by the President of Argentina. The

session prov_lded an opportunity fo_r refle_zct_lon on thsermanent Representative’s statement was contained in
progress achieved by Member Statesin assisting those Vm)?:ument A/54/420

continued to yearn for self-determination and national

independence. The almost fourfold increase in the meeting rose at 5.25 p.m.
membership of the United Nations since its inception was

attributable to the commitment and dedication of Member

States to the principle of self-determination and national

independence contained in the Deataomn on the Granting

of Independenceto Colonial Countries and Peoples, which

had enabled his own country to gain its independence in

1990. With the ecessary political will, the géctives of



