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The meeting was called to order at 10.15 a.m. largest opium-producer. An agreement to that effect had
been signed in May 1999 with the Lao Government, and
UNDCP was seeking the resources necessary to finance
Agendaitem 107: Crime preventionandriminaljustice  gjternative development. The fact that solutions were at
(A/54/3, AI54/69-E/1999/8 and Add.1, A/54/289hand did not excuse the international community from
Al54/340; A/C.3/54/2; A/C.3/54/L.3-6) making all possible efforts to break the economic cycle on

Agenda item 108: International drug control (A/54/3, Which illicit cultivation was based.

AIC.3/54/L.7) cultivation in Afghanistan and Myanmar, where UNDCP

1. Mr. Arlacchi (Under-Secretary-General andhad not yet succeeded in fully implementing its strategy.
Executive Director of the Office for Drug Control andparticu|ar|yfaVOUrab|eWeather conditionsand anincrease
Crime Prevention), reporting on international drug contrdl) the area under cultivation had resulted in a harvest of
said that the optimism inspired by the determined attitudef600 tons of opium in 1999, 70 per cent more than in

of the twentieth special session of the Genfsslembly 1998. Afghanistan was currently producing 75 per cent of
had been sustained by the action taken. the world’s opium. However unacceptable those figures

were, the political situation and the insecurity in the

2. The Oﬁ|pe had a fourfold str-ategy, the f'rStc untry made effective intervention impossible. Therewas
component being focused on information, advocacy arﬁ% room for fatalism, however; efforts must be made to

policy support, as the main thrust of the struggle agai"](,S(Bntain the drug production problem in Afghanistan. In

illicit drug production, trafﬁcking and apuse. Throughou%qat connection, he welcomed the success of activities
the world, experts from the United Nations Internation arried out in Tajikistan, in particular, to increase the

grug Contrc;l IDtrogramme (Ul\(ljDCtP) V\é‘_are w?rtkr:ng Vlv'Lhc pacity for drug detection and eradication. The seven
overnments to improve understanding ot th€ globay, jeg bordering Afghanistan would serve as a security

nature of the ISsue .‘"‘T‘d were helping Member S_tates B8t to prevent the spread of opium cultivation and heroin
strengthen their policies in drug demand reduction, la oduction to neighbouring countries. He urged the
enforcementand alternative development. The forthcomi ernational community to adopt a political position

publication ofthe secor\forld Drug Reportlemonstrated focusing on the serious nature of the drug problem in
the will of UNDCP to present the best ava”ableAfghanistan

information.
With regard to cocaine production, the Andean

tries had developed business plans based on
ernative development as a means to end economic
pendence on cocaine as well as production of that drug.
1 the current year Bolivia would destroy 14,000 hectares
. o nder illicit cocaine cultivation and thus, on the threshold
and alter.nanve act.|V|t|es on . the other. The NCYt the new millennium, would have only one sixth of the
techn.olog|e§, especially §ate|lltes and the Inyerp rea under cultivation that it had had 10 years earlier,
combined with the progressin research, had revolutlomz%“e in Peru. cocaine cultivation had decreased to 51.000
international drug °°”.”°' methods and, with the he'F’ Mectares in 1,998 from 129,000 hectares in 1992. He,was
UNDCP, many countries would soon themselves be "N Bnvinced that Bolivia could have achieved similar results

position to estimate the extent of illicit crop cultivation ir\Nere it not for the present situation, especially as the

their territory. President and his Government were determined to settle
4. Twenty-five years of experience had shown thake civil conflict peacefully and had given priority to
alternative development was the best way to break tBBminating cocaine and opium from the country. The
economic dependence of farmers on illicit crops and support of the international community for alternative
improvethe living conditions of whole commities, create developmentwas more importantthan ever: puttingan end
markets and diversify economies. He had witnessed thateconomic dependence on drugs was the best way to
processin Northern Thailand and in Pakistan, Turkey ar#éisure that replanting would not take place.

Viet Nam, whereillicit crop cultivation had almostentirelw The third component of the Office’s strategy was the
disappeared. One UNDCP priority was to achieve simila; i ation ofillicit drug trafficking. UNDCP was building

resultsin the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, the thir idges between drug law enforcement institutions to

3. The second component of the strategy related to tggun
elimination ofillicit crops, an objective that Member State
had agreed to attain by the year 2008. To that end, UND
was offering to interested countries various projec
relating to the control of illicit cultivation on the one han
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encourage more effective cross-border cooperation, aald children. Over 125 Member States were taking partin
its programmes were designed to help Member Statesth@ negotiations.

applyinternationallyrecognized standardsindrug-testing 1 ansnational organized criminal groups had

laboratories. Each State would of course have to ensuretBﬁSIiferated in the past decade, taking advantage of
the law was enforced, but the Office would supply reliablge y ening state controls, the dismantling of barriers to
information on the availability of illicit drugs to nationaly 4o and the disappearance of borders, and were exploiting
criminal justice sy;temg_a!ﬂd health-care authorities. T e opportunities provided by the globalization of the
programme set up in Tajikistan was an excellent example,n omy, |n addition, such groups were very violent; for

of the way in which the Office had made its expertisg, 5 mpje  according to figures provided by the Russian
available tohelp setup agenciesfor th@mation ofdrug  pepartment for Prevention of Organized Crime, in the

trafficking. preceding seven years, there had been a 750 per cent
8.  Thefourth component ofthe strategy was focused amcrease in criminal offences and there had been more than
reducing the demand for drugs. The nature, scale aR@d0 contract murders in 1998. There was no longer any
extentofthe problem should first be made clear; the Offickebate at the international level about whether organized
had launched a global monitoring programme which woulttime posed a threat to economic growth and political
include an inventory of the very best practices. Thstability. The international community hadrecognizedthat
emphasis was on helping Member States to identify thajtobal crime constituted one of the gravest threats to
own situations and then to have more accurate statistf;sperity in the next century.

available for more practical responses. 13. No country could cope successfully on its own with

9. Inconcludingtheissue ofinternational drug controthe growth of international crime. The combination of
he emphasizedthat, contraryto popular belief, the highestrruption, organized crime and money laundering
rates of drug consumption had been recorded in tlfEerony” capitalism) could destabilize entire political,
developing countries, while some developed countries wereonomic and social systems. A convention against
producing a large proportion of the narcotics. organized transnational crime would extenaltcountries

10. Heexpressed hisgratitude to Member Statesforthlal?re beneflt.s of measures such as confiscation of criminal
financial support, anincrease of 30 per centbeing expec Es_e_ts, witness .protect|on programmes and. enhanced
in contributions, but he regretted that 82 per cent of tH¥ icial coopergthn. It was .alfso tl_me to, abF’"Sh bank
funds had been earmarked for UNDCP activities, whicHC €Y where it hindered criminal investigations and to

was a disservice to the Office. He also recalled that tff nsider taking strong action against those who abused

1988 Convention against lllicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs0 shorefinancial pentres_to launder their money. He hop.ed
the tenth United Nations Congress on the Prevention

: t
and Psychotropic Substances had recommended tha{{1 X .
portion of the assets forfeited as a result of convictions R{%”m? and.the Treatment of Offenders,. to be h‘?'d n
nna in spring 2000, would devote special attention to

drug-related criminal cases should be turned over to t € A
United Nations. He urged all Member States to follow th edevelopment of measures which would look beyond the

example of Luxembourg, the only country which used erfgovisions contained in that convention and its protocols,
money to finance activities aimed at improving thd atthe participating Governments wouldrouit to action
situation internationally. supported by targets and timetables, and that the

. _ _ ~convention would provide for a proper mechanism for its
11. Turnlng to agenda item 107, the Executive D|rectq)|rnp|ementation, in particu|ar to provide deve|oping

said that 2000 would be a decisive year for the Centre fgguntries with the means to put effectively into practice the
International Crime Prevention if the convention againgost important provisions.

transnational organized crime was adopted as plann
That convention had two mainjebtives: onthe one hand,
to strengthen international cooperation by offering
common framework to different legal systems and, on tif
other hand, to set the standards that domestic Iegislat%
must meet in order to combat organized crime effectivel¥s. The first programme was aimed at combating
Three protocols were also being drafted, dealing with tleerruption, which a recent World Bank study had shown
manufacture of and trafficking in firearms, the smugglintp hurt public welfare and the activities of the private
of migrants and trafficking in persons, particularlywomesector, and which could be deeply institutionalized. The

?[ﬂ The Centre for International Crime Prevention had
gefined some priority areas to which the United Nations
uld make a useful contribution, in particular the three
Iqbal programmes designed to support the Convention.



A/C.3/54/SR.13

International Monetary Fund (IMF) had shown thal9. Herecalledthatthereorganizationofthe Centre had
investment levels in countries affected by corruption wekeen completed in 1998. Governments had supported the
5 per cent lower than in other countries. The globakforms undertaken and the Centre’s operational budget
programme against corruption must assist countries lad increased tenfold, going from $274,000 in 1996 to
developing countermeasures and training policy makerspre than $3 million in 1999, which, when added to new
judges, prosecutors and financial sector experts. In orgdedges, should boost technical cogien activities.

to avoid duplication of effort, the Centre had coordinatesly  Reca|ling also that the Vienna International Centre
Its act|v!t|es|W|th the Worrl]d BanI:] andl 'grelmsparencMad recently celebrated its twentieth anniversary, he
International, amongst others. The Global Forum ogyqided by stressing that the drug control and crime

Fighting Corruption, convened bytheVice—Presidentoftt*ﬂarevemiOn programmes were the backbone of the United
United States of America, had gathered together high-lexgl i 1< secretariat's presence in Vienna.

delegations from more than 60 nations who had pledged

to step up counter-corruption measures. He himselfhad jgdt Mr. Bhatti (Pakistan) expressed his delegation’s

returned from South Africa, where the Internationgtoncern atthefigures quoted bythe Executive Director and
Anti-Corruption Conference had been held, and he stres@éfied that illegal drug trafficking represented 8 per cent
to the Committee that very few items on the internation&f world trade and money-laundering 2 to 5 per cent of

agenda were considered as important as the fight agaif!d GNP, while the revenues from organized crime
corruption. represented $1.8 billion. He unreservedly endorsed the
_.Executive Director’s opinion that the most effective
16. Thesecoqd programmewas devoted tOthetraf_ﬂCk'i trument currently was alternative development.
of human beings. According to the Internationa ) ) ) .
Organization for Migration (IOM), every year 4 Hion 22. Pakistan was a t_ransn country in a region m_uch
illegal migrants were victims of such practices, providin%ﬁeme.d by drug trafficking and he wondered what actions
from $5-7 billion in ill-gotten gains for traffickers. the United Nations Inteational Drug Control Programme
Unfortunately those figures represented only a small pdMNDCP) was taking in its territory, in particular in the
of the problem, especially if one took into account womedrea of alternative development, since the growing of
and children who were sexually or economically exploite@Pium poppies had increased by 70 per cent in the south
Organized criminal groups were no strangers to su®hAfghanistan in spite of the destruction of some crops.
trafficking and the global programme against trafﬁckiné‘le wondered whether the Executive Director was aware
inhuman beings was promoting the creation of “coalition®f any negotiations with the Afghan Government, which
among lawenforcement agencies, immigration aitiesy Seemed to be willing to combat drug trafficking. He also
victim assistance groups, and human rights organizatigd@quired about UNDCP activities to combat money-
with a view to bringing the strongest possible combind@undering, which he stressed was an international problem
force to bear on the problem. requiring a very firm and very effective strategy.

17. Withinthe framework ofthe third programme, whici#3- Mr. Valdivieso (Colombia), referring to the report
concentrated on the threat posed by organized crime, ffe the Secretary-General on the follow-up to the
Centre was assessing organized criminal groups worldwi¢fePlementation of the outcome of the twentieth special
in order to obtain reliable information, detect trends antgsSsion of the General Assembly and on resolution 53/115
perform analyses ofthe situation. Its findings would be tH¥ the General Assembly (A/54/186), said that it would be
foundation for a world report on organized crime whiclseful to briefly describe the salient points of the agreement

would allow Member States to make more informed policgencluded in April 1999 between UNDCP and the
decisions. European Space Agency (ESA).

18. Under the umbrella of the Office for Drug Contro4. Mr.Fadaifard (Islamic Republic ofIran) guaranteed

and Crime Prevention, the Centre had already beguntﬂ? Executive Director his country’s unconditional support
implement programmes at the national level, particularBfd cooperation in the fight against illegal drug

in South Africa where Mr. Mbeki and Mr. Mandela had'afficking, support motivated by the fact that geography
promised him their full support. With the adoption of théad placed Iran between the principal drug producers to
convention the Centre’s work would grow considerablyari#® €ast and the principal drug markets to the west.
it must make every effort to remain one step ahead aRgcalling the statistics quoted by the Executive Director

assist countries in putting words into action. and referring to the increase in opium production in
Afghanistan, he enquired what further measures would be
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taken and wondered whether UNDCP intended to revia@d to protect them against the activities of criminals
or even toughen its policy towards Afghanistan. engaged in money-laundering; it would shortly be setting

25. Mr. Arlacchi (Under-Secretary-General and'P @ sp_ecia_ll intern_ational_ _initiative on the issue of
Executive Director of the United Nations Office for Druﬁxtraterrltorl_al bankmg activity. Lastly, the Prqgramme
Control and Crime Prevention), replying to two question as attempting to gain a better_ understandmg of the
relating to Afghanistan, said that the situation regardi orkings ofmoney-launden_ng, which were becomm_g ever
illicit crops had deteriorated, as his Office had predict ore Complex' Tothatend itwas working closely with the
two years earlier, owing to insufficient efforts by thdnternational Monetary Fund and the World Bank.
international community. The Office had, nonetheles80. As for the agreement with the European Space
persuaded the Taliban to issue a formal prohibition éfgency, he noted that at its latest session the Commission
poppy cultivation throughout the territory and the Afghann Narcotic Drugs had requested his Office to set up a
Government was ready to undertake a project in the noghrveillance capacity, using the mostadvanced techniques,
of the country. Only limited action could be taken becauder crops intended for the manufacture of drugs. That
of the general political situation and the scant resourcesquired a combination of satellites, aerial photography
available. The three provinces in Afghanistan whemnd investigation on the ground. His Office intended to
production had notrisen substeaily were preciselythose approach the European Commission for the necessary
where his Office had launched substitute activitigsinding. It was also open to agreements with other space
requiring low start-up investment and involving locahgencies.

communities, providing them with minimum infrastructur%l_

L . Ms. Mesdoua(Algeria) asked whether it was not
to guarantee the long-term viability of the operation.

time for the international community to consider an
26. A second, parallel strategy ought to be set umternational instrument dealing specifically with
involving a security ring round Afghanistan withcorruption.

strengthened border controls. His Office had sent seve@_ Mr. de Alba (Mexico) asked for further details on

high-level missions to Iran over the past two years to 9ajf,qgjpje activities in the context of the future action plan
a better understanding of its border control policy and ¢, i, hjement the Declaration on the Guiding Principles of
seemed that the |nternat|0,nal community had come fu'ﬁ(rug Demand Reduction. He also asked the Executive
to understapd that cquntrys actions d_eS|gned to stop tRE actor to comment on the use made of the reports
flow of heroin and opium from Afghanistan. submitted by States and on the exercise to rationalize the
27. As aresult of Iran’s policy, the flow of illicit drugs reporting procedure, to check the reliability of sources of
had moved to the border with the Central Asian republicgformation and, more generally, to undertake a balanced
in particular Tajikistan. In response to that situation, hiand reliable analysis enabling the international community
Office had set up a drug control body, which would bt measure progress that had been made and see whether
operational in afewmonths, and hadreached an agreemi¢mtas in a position to meet the targets for the years 2003
with the Russian troops stationed along the border emd 2008.

providingtechnical assistancetoimprove their interceptiq&' With regard to the prevention of crime and treatment

of drugs from Afghanistan. His Office intended to hold &¢ ,¢ten ders, his delegation noted with satisfaction that the
ministerial meeting in Vienna or New York at the end o entre for International Crime Prevention had taken

Novembgr, to_ be attended t_>y the 21 pountrles Conceml‘ﬁ%asures to adapt its programmes in that area during
by the S|tuat_|on in Afghanistan, Wh'Ch WOUId_ analysﬁiscussions on trafficking of migrants. Migrants were
trends and discuss new, more effective strategies. victims and should on no account be considered as
28. His Office was working on substitute crop productionffenders. As for combating corruption, and the possibility
in Pakistan also. of drawing up a comprehensive instrument on the issue,
H;ée stressed that such an instrument would be too limited
Ifit

29. With regard to money-laundering, he said that t ; :
g y g was concerned solely with bribery.

United Nations Interational Drug Control Progmme was
setting up financial analysis services and legislationtode®4. Lastly, his delegation wished to know whether
with money-laundering. It was conducting negotiations iprogress had been made or was expected with regard tothe
Vienna with a large number of countries to consider whdticit manufacture of and trade in firearms. It understood
measures should be taken, particularly at the level tifatthe phase ofnegotiations concluded thatdayin Vienna
regulation, in order tokeep part oftheir economies healtimad resulted in substantial progress. It was perhaps time



A/C.3/54/SR.13

for the Secretariat taippport such efforts, particularly sincecontinue mobilizing youth, an approach which had yielded
there was talk of the Centre playing a coordinating role igood results. Finally, the Office was in the process of
matters such as establishing databases, which meant ty@ning a special section on its Internet site for drug
sooner or later the question of resources would arise. addicts and educators, and providing information about

35. Mr. Augustus (Rwanda) asked whether the office’sSPecial programmes for children.

mandate also extended to crimes against humanity, s8h With regard to the traffic in small arms, which was
as genocide, because assistance for the Internatiotied subject of one ofthe protocolstothe convention against
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda would be most desirabletransnational organized crime, it was envisaged that the
anquntre for International Crime Prevention would calite

36. Mr. Arlacchi (Under-Secretary-General - . .
Executive Director of the United Nations Office for Druggata on that traffic in cooperation with other organs and
odies of the United Nations, such as the Department for

Controland Crime Prevention) said that three countries = i
Hungary, Lebanon and Romania — had already Signegésarmament Alfairs.

cooperation agreement with his Office, under which thed0. Responding to the question posed by the
would work with the Office to find the best means ofepresentative of Rwanda, the Executive Director said that
combating corruption in their countries and at thehe Centre was not competent to deal with such questions,
international level. An agreement with South Africa wasor did it have the material means to do so; however, that
also on the point of being signed. His view was that, beforkd not rule out the possibility that in future a link could
thinking about a convention against corruption, it woultle established between crimes against humanity and the
be sensible to agree on a final text for the conventiarctivities of the Centre.

against transnational organized crime by the end onOOpl_ Mr. Diao Mingsheng (China) requested more

At the regional level, there were some encouragingtormation on the progress made at the latest series of

examples of instruments relating to corruption; thgeqtiations on a convention against transnational
international communitythus had a good basmfordewsnbggamzed crime and its protocols

an excellent convention, along the lines of the future

convention against transnational organized crime. ~ 42. Mr. Nour (Egypt), speaking with reference to the
|?1balance between earmarked contributions and general

37. . In reply t(,) the qgggtlon 'from the repre_sentat've_(?:ontributionsto the United Nations Crime Prevention and
Mexico regarding activities since the twentieth specigl i .41 justice Fund

belief that to achi.eve effective Qrug demand reduction Bffenders and the Centre for International Crime
was necessary first to estabhsh. the full extent of thlgrevention could increase their cooperation.

problem. Since very few countries currently had the

necessary equipment and many did not even havetd Mr. Arlacchi  (Under-Secretary-General and
specialized evaluation unit, it was a matter of priority t§Xecutive Director of the United Nations Office for Drug
set up essential structures to enable the countries of fa@ntrol and Crime Prevention) said that substantial
world to have their own systems for evaluating drufrogress had been made during the session of the Ad Hoc
demand. At the financial level, greater support would Jeommittee on the Elaboration of a Convention against

required. He therefore intended to raise the matter at the2nsnational Organized Crime, particularly with regard
next meeting of donors. tothe provisions of the convention concerning extradition

and mutual assistance. The Ad Hoc Committee had also

38.  Another measure taken by the Office following the,sigered the question of money-laundering, and the
special session ofthe Genefssemblyhad beentoextend., .\ mitment manifested in favour of guidelines on

its prevention, treatment and reintegration programme:arnational measures in that regard had been

After an exhaustive analysis of the Office’s operations 'anouraging. That consensus could be broadened during

areas where there was a high demand for narcotigge second reading of the text, to occur before the end of
particularly Pakistan and South Africa, assistance tothOfggg

countries had been increased. There was a particular need . ) i ]
to set aside more resources for the construction ¥f- Reverting to the question of the financing of the
treatment and prevention centres. It was also important@@nvention’s implementation, which had been only
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partially addressed by the Ad Hoc Committee, hstreamlining the functioning of the Commission and
expressed the hope that the convention would provide fitwrough enhanced inter-agency cooperation. The European
a mechanism to allow developing countries to finance it$nion intended to continue its support for the Programme
implementation. Serious consideration had already beand urged all Governments to do likewise, morally and
given to creating a United Nations fund, consisting of inancially, so as to allow UNDCP to fulfil its expanded
percentage of the assets confiscated from criminalandate following the twentieth special session of the
organizations, that would assist signatory developir@eneral Assembly. Other international, regional and
countries in implementing the convention. national organizations, including non-governmental

45. With regard to the large number of earmarkegfganizations, could contribute their experiences and
contributions, he said that the Office was attempting t luable partnership. Itwastherefo_re partic_ularlywelco_me
reverse thattrend, although without muchaass to date. that UNDCP had become associated with the United

Nevertheless, the interest shown by Member States in Mgtions Joint and Committee-sponsored Programme on
IV/IAIDS (UNAIDS), as the problems of drugs and

three programmes on corruption, trafficin human bein JAIDS bvioLs 4. The E Uni
and organized crime was encouraging. The expansion were obviously connected. The European Union
so repeated its call for all States to ratify and to

the donor base would allow the Centre to intensify it L o
cooperation with the institutions concerned with CrimgnplemgntthelrophgatlonsunderthethreeUnltedhbhs
prevention associated with the United Nations, as well ggnventions relating to drugs.

with other such institutions throughout the world. It shoul80. With the entry into force of the Amsterdam Treaty,
be noted, for example, that the United Nations Africathe European Union had set for itself the goal of ensuring
Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment tifie protection of its citizens within an area of freedom,
Offenders (UNAFRI) was cooperating with the Centre osecurity and justice. Action against illicit drugs was
making preparations for the tenth Unitealtfhdns Congress inseparable from that concept. The European Union drugs
on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment aftrategy for the years 2000-2004 would emphasize shared
Offenders. responsibility and a global, balanced and comprehensive

46. Mr.Kaariainen (Finland), speaking on behalfoftheapproaCh to the drug problem. In the area of information,

European Union, the countries associated with tﬁge .Eu.ropean. Monl_tqung Ce”.‘Te. for Drugs and. Drug
European Union and the European Free Trade Aaoo Addiction provided citizens, politicians and professionals

members Iceland and Norway, said that a number \g]ith the datatheyneededin order todeal with drug-related

measures had been takentoimplement the decisions ta é%blems. Besides the countries of Central and Eastern

at the twentieth special session of the Gen&sakembly. Urope, .W'th which the Ceptre was |nten3|fy|r]g Its
cooperation, the European Union was also cajpeg with

47. For its part, the European Union attached gregitin American, Caribbean and African countries within
importance to the action plan on demand reduction, whigRe frameworks of a number of Action Plans and intended
was soon to be adopted by the General Assembly. to intensify its cooperation with Central Asia as well.

48. The European Union also stressed the importancé¥greover, the first common strategy of the European

the work undertaken to streamline the submission bfnion,astrategyon Russiaadoptedin June 1999, included
national reports by Member States to the United Natiodssubstantial segment on cooperation in the field of drugs
International Drug Control Programme (UNDCP). Thand crime prevention.

United Nations Commission on Narcoticriys had 51, The European Union had made a priority of crime
requested an inter-sessional working group to formulageevention, and particularly of action to combat organized
guidelines to that end, thanks to which the Commissiqitime. It was currently debating a strategy that would
should be better able to monitor and guide theémphasize, for example, the needfor enhanced cooperation
implementation of the goals set during the special sessi@finong police and judicial authorities, aim at strengthening
The political commitment of Member States was cruciahe work of the European Police Office and stress the
in making the work of the Commission and UNDCP morgnportance of tracing, freezing, seizing and confiscating
effective. the proceeds of crime. The memb&at8s of the European

49. Member States had been supportive of tHénion had actively participated in the drafting of a

strengthening of the capacity of UNDCP by providing i€onvention against transnational organized crime. The
with adequate funding (through both the regular Uniteguropean Union hoped that work on the convention and
Nations budget and voluntary contributions), byhe three additionallegalinstruments would be concluded
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intheyear 2000 and that, once adopted, the convention ahd Veracruz Act, adopted by the ministers for foreign
protocols would be speedily ratified and implemented. affairs of the Group in March 1999, reaffirmed the need
H)r cooperation at all levels in accordance with the

and criminal justice programme, the European Uni inciple of shared responsibilities in the fight against

appreciated efforts to give priority to the adoption ofthgrugs' IE the cgntext OT thhe com_mlltmen_ts W?'ﬁhg had |
proposed convention and its protocols, butalsoemphasii’ébderta en atthe twentieth special session ofthe Genera

the need to maintain a balance between organized crifpesembly, the interational community should take action

issues and other more general issues. In that context!qSUPPOrtthe development of altetive activties in those
reas where drugs were illicitly cultivated, while also

welcomed the discussions during the eighth session of tAE _ o=

Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice dffSPECting the legislation of each countryandthe relevant
such issues as effective crime prevention, domesf[if€rnational conventions.

violence, corruption, victim assistance, prison conditiors8. The Group welcomed the unanimous approval given
and juvenile justice. by the Commission on Narcotic Drugs to the proposed
%ction Plan for the Implementation of the Declaration on

t

52. With regard to the United Nations crime preventio

53. The European Union encouraged the efforts L . : :

strengthen the organizational capacity of the Unit e Guiding Principles of Drug Demand Reduction, which
%%ljad been the first concrete result of the special session of
t

Nations Centre for International Crime Prevention an :
e General Assembly. The Plan sigted the

noted with interest its initiative against trafficking in ¢ ¢ d tob dertaken by Stat d
human beings, corruption and transnational organiz gmmitments andmeasures (o be undertaken by statésan

: y international and regional organizations with a view to
crime. e . 9%
. . achieving a substantial reduction in the demand for drugs
54. The European Union was looking forward to thgy the year 2008, particularly among the most vulnerable
Tenth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Cringgoups. It also defined measures for prevention, treatment
and the Treatment of Offenders, due to be held in Apringd rehabilitation and recommended the launching of
2000. In particular, it welcomed the preliminary draft ofnformation campaigns. As such, the Plan demonstrated
a single Vienna declaration on crime and justice: meetifge interest of the United Nations in public health policies

the challenges of the twenty-first century. The Europeahd programmes, which were vital components of a global
Union encouraged an exchange of information on issuggproach to the drugs problem.

of common concern between the Tenth Congress and théa The Rio G | d with isfacti h
special sessions on the follow-up to the Fourth Worla- e Rio Group also noted with satistaction the

Conference on Women and the World Summit for SOCigpnsiderable progress achieved in elaborating guidelines
Development on the presentation of national reports and on the design

of mechanisms for evaluating aspects of international

55. Respectforhumanrights and fundamental freedomsoperation to combat drugs and the diffiees facing
should constitute a basic underlying principle of policiesych cooperation.

in connection with drugs and crime. The root causes
those problems should be attacked by reducing poverty a%
social exclusion, as well asthe opportunity and motivati
for crime. The strategies directed against the world dr
problem should benefit both men and women equally a
trade policy measures should be used to encourage gﬁ
development of substitution crops. t

In that context, the Rio Group was pleased to
nounce the conclusion of the negotiations on the

ultilateral evaluation mechanism of the Inter-American
ﬂug Abuse Control Commission, which was based on
gpect for the sovereignty and internal legal order of
ates and on shared responsibilities. Characterized by
transparency, equality andjebtivity, it excluded all forms
56. International cooperation alreadyexistedin thefielsf sanction and aimed to strengthen mutual trust and
oftackling drugs andillicit crime and was being enhanceghoperation with a view to enhancing the effectiveness of
all the time. Nevertheless, the European Union believgdtion. In the near future, the Commission on Narcotic
that SUCh COOperation Sh0u|d be intensiﬁed W|th|n th@rugs mlghttake|ts cue from thetangible progress Wh|Ch

framework of the United Nations, as it was only througlyould result from the implementation of that mechanism.

concerted action that sustainable long-term solutions in . . :
that field would be achieved. 61. Speaking on behalf of his own delegation, he

_ _ _ suggested that the Commission on Narcotic Drugs should
57. Mr.de Alba (Mexico), speaking on agendaitem 10&arry through to a successful conclusion the elaboration of
on behalf of the States members ofthe Rio Group, said thgfidelines that would permit anjelstive evaluation of the
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progress which countries had achieved in pursuing te€. In view of the importance of the Congress, SADC
objectives set for 2003 and 2008. hoped that countries would be represented at a high

62. His country reaffirmed its willingness to combaPOHtical level with a view to raising awareness among

drugs on all fronts. Since the twentieth special session %‘?“t'c_al Iead_ers and mcrggsmgthe politicalwill tocombat
rganized crime. In addition, it was encouraged to note

the General Assembly, it had actively participated i f the ksh L
international and regional forums devoted tothe proble at one of the four workshops to be held within the

At the national level, the National Security Council ha amework ofthgTenth (;ohgre_ss WOUId be devoted to the
implemented a new strategy for combating drugtraffickintgﬁ)IOIC of women in the criminal justice system.

which had produced excellentresults. That strategyfocus@8. The Community welcomed the significant progress
on enhanced coordination between institutions and thede in the elaboration of an international convention
formulation of a national plan to combat the production @fgainst transnational organized crime and of protocols on
narcotic drugs, as well as the use of advanced technologwgfficking in women and children, in migrants and in
increased investments of between $400 and $500 milliinearms. Ithoped that those instruments would be adopted
in the three years to come, prevention campaigns aatthe proposed conference of plenipotentiaries in 2000. It
public awareness campaigns. alsohopedthat all developing countries which sorequested
Cecould obtain the financial assistanceecessary to

63. Concerning crime prevention and criminal justice, " " . )
nAgticipate in the conference.

he welcomed the progress achieved in the elaboratio
aconvention against transnational organized crime anda®. It was encouraging that, despite its limited budget,
its protocols, which were under negotiation. His countrihe United Nations African Institute for the Prevention of
had helped to draft those instruments, which wei@rime and the Treatment of Offenders had been effective
particularly concerned with cooperation to comband had been able toimplementa number of projects, such
money-laundering and corruption, illicit firearmas a study on the impact of crime on development in
manufacture and traffic, smuggling of migrants and traffisouthern African countries. In view of the Institute’'s
in human beings, particularly women and children. Morienportance for Africa, the Community encouraged its
specifically, Mexico had submitted a draft protocol orontinued cooperation with the Centre for International
money-laundering and had begun considering the probl€&nime Prevention, the United Nations Crime Prevention
of corruption. and Criminal Justice Programme and international and

64. In hisview, Member States should join in examinin[;leglonal agencies.

the content and orientation of world programmes againgd. Southern Africa, like all other parts ofthe world, was
traffic in human beings, corruption and transnationalot spared the harmful effects of the illicit drug scourge
crime, under the auspices of the United Nations Centre fand the Community had devised ways to meet the
International Crime Prevention. It was also essential thhallenge. It had thus established its Drug Control
ensure better coordination between the differentauthoriti€®@mmittee and Drug Control Database, which would
concerned with such problems with a view to avoiding arfgcilitate the implementation of the Community’s Regional
risk of duplication. Drug Control Programme. The Community hoped thatthe
nited Nations International Drug Control Programme,
hich had launched anewinitiative to assist Governments,
ould work with it in strengthening its Epidemiological
etwork.

65. Mr. Dlamini (Swaziland), speakingon behalf of the>
Southern African Development Community (SADC), saiy
that international cooperation to combat drug traffickin
and transnational organized crime continued to
important and should therefore be strengthened. 71. TheCommunity hadrecentlysigned amemorandum

66. SADC welcomed the progress made thus far in t%pnderstanding with the Office for Drug Control and

preparations for the Tenth United Nations Congressont gime Prevention which should facilitate the

Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders. Tﬁrgplementation ﬁf thedActipn P'aﬂ on International
preliminary draft of the Vienna declaration on crime an ooperation on the Eradication of lllicit Drug Crops and

justice served as a good basis for further negotiation at ) AIternatlvg Deve!opment. It was also grateful to the
Tenth Congress, as it took into account the results of tﬁélropean Union for its support.

regional preparatory meetings and the goals of the Unitéd. Ms. Christine Lee(Singapore), speaking on agenda
Nations in the field of crime prevention and criminaitem 107, expressed her delegation’s special appreciation
justice. for the work of the Commission on Crime Prevention and
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Criminal Justice on the issue of transnational organizedciety, everymember of which should give honestthought
crime because Singapore, as a small island State, washe issue.

unfortunately a hub for criminal activities and a transie  \vith regardtoagenda item 108, the delegation of Sri
pointfor the international trade in drugs. In its struggle tp, o \which had been adversely affected by terrorism and
protect its society from such pernicious influences, thﬁegal arms trafficking, fully endorsed the concerns

country had maintained the provision for capitaly, essed in the Political Declaration of the twentieth
punishmentin its laws, in the conviction that the rights qf

o X |$ecial session ofthe Genefgkemblyin Jun£998 about
every individual must be balanced against those of thg, jinks petween illicit drug production and trafficking

communityasawhole. Appropriate judicial safeguards faf,, § the involvement of terrorist groups.
the accused did not mean that the rights of the victims of

crimes, who were entitled to just and effective remedieé/- Sri Lanka was not a drug-producing country nor a

or of the community as a whole, should be forgotten. Major consumer, but, given its proximity to the “Golden
Crescent”andthe“Golden Triangle”, itfeared the adverse

73. Her delegation, which respected the position Qe g of drug-related problems, which had affected the

countries that had abolished the death penalty, beIiev&gJntry particularly over the past two decades. The
that those countries should equally respect the position@faciqent had therefore appointed, in August 1597 a
her country and of other States which had decided thatt ﬁecial Committee to develop a r;ational policy ar,ld

death penalty was @&nessary component oftheir criminal rogramme on alcohol, tobacco and illicit drugs. Its

justice ;ystems. She therefore had, Wit_h regret, to dep.I Etommendations were consistent with those ofthe United
the position ofthe European Union, which was attemptlr’igations, the World Health Organization and the United

toimpose on other States its views on criminal justice. Tl’h‘?ations International Drug Control Programme. Several
only international instrument that imposed an obligatiogi”s were currently before Parliament

on States to abolish the death penalty was the second . ) ) S
Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civif8- Despitetheinternal conflictthathad prevailed in Sri
and Political Rights, which only 38 States had ratifie@nka for a number of years, the various faiths lived
since its entry into force in July 1991. The obligations dPgether in harmony, thanks to the principle of tolerance,
those 38 could not be imposed on States not parties to Maich was a way of life for followers of Buddhism, the
Protocol. The European Union resolution on the questidi@in religion in Sri Lanka. The International Buddhist
ofthe death penaltywas thus an attempt to force States f@nference, held in November 1998, haged that the
parties to the second Protocol to comply with its term¥Vesak Day, which was celebrated in May, should be
thereby denying such States their sovereign rightofchoié@clared a United Nations holiday. A resolution to that

in violation of Article 2, paragraph 7, of the Charter of th&ffect would be introduced in the General Assembly and
United Nations. his delegation was confident that it wouleceive the

. , ) ___consideration of Member States that it richly deserved.
74. Mr. Kiriella (Sri Lanka), speaking on agenda item

107, welcomed the two resolutions adopted by the. Mr. Valdivieso (Colombia), speaking on agendaitem
Economic and Social Council at its substantive session1#8. said that the Office for Drug Control and Crime
May 1999, one on a possible convention againgtrevention had painted atroublesome picture ofthe current
transnational organized crime and the three draft protocd¥§'!d situation, drawing attention to four clear trends:
thereto and the other on the possible elaboration of Hireasing global consumption and the risk of increased
international instrumentrelating totheillicit manufactur@nd diversified sources of drug supply; the growing
of and traffic in firearms. His delegation wholeheartediificidence of synthetic drugs; the closer interconnection

supported the elaboration of such a convention. among the criminal drug organizations operating in the
different markets of the world; and the possible future

75. Mention shoulo! a_lso b_e mad_e of C_OUDC“_reSOIUt_iol%galization oftheless dangerous drugs. Irdéomal legal
1999/28 on the admlnlstratl_on ofJu_vemIe justice, which, struments and organs of control were not sufficient to
stressed the n_eed both to give assistance to Ch"dfe” fE:réﬂnteractthosetrends; States should displaythe political
young people in order to preve_nt them from resorting Wil to act together, as they had already done in the
crime and, rather tha_n imprisoning young .Oﬁ.enderﬁonclusions adopted at the twentieth special session of the
actively to promote their re-education, rehabilitation an&eneral Assembly. His delation, which, as a member of
_relnte_lgratlon. Drug abusg a?d mvlol_vemfe}lr)t In crlmde %% e Commission on Narcotic Drugs andoftheinternational
Juveniles were symptomatic ofa malaise afflicting mo erﬁ'roup of experts, had contributed extensively to the final

10
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text, welcomed the forthcoming adoption by the Generbhased onthe principle of shared responsibilities and respect
Assembly ofthe Action Plan for the Implemation ofthe for the sovereignty of States, as well as for the relevant
Declaration on the Guiding Principles of Drug Demanthultilateral conventions.

Reduction. 84. Attheregionallevel, her countryhad participatedin

80. Aregrettable effect of globalization wasthaninal the activities of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control
organizations used modern means of transpo@pmmissionandthe Organization of American Statesand
communications and international bank transfersin order the two inter-American presidential summit meetings
tocreate newdistribution networks andinteract with thodeeld in 1994 and 1998. Within the context of the
already in existence. He was therefore pleased to obsecoenmitments linking it with the United aions
the progress achieved in elaborating the draft Unitédternational Drug Control Programme (UNDCP), it had
Nations convention againsttransnational organizedcrirmkso taken an active part in various subregional
and its three protocols, one of which would penalize thogrammes, particularly concerning the establishment of
illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms. It wasinformation systems and the training of civil servants.

indispensable, moreover, that the private sector shoyd = Ay the domestic level, Chile had taken the necessary

manifest a:j f(ljrrrger ﬁommltmelnt In _aII cfou?]trleé, 4%egal measures to prevent and punish money-laundering
recommended by the special session of the Genetgly ¢y jitate judicial cooperation. It also applied all the

Ass(fmbly. Flnane_LI |nst|tut|ons%the cheTnlc:I 'EdUStrXandrelevant treaties and agreements, in particular the United
trading companies must refuse to lend themselves @s.j,ns convention against lllicit Traffic in Narcotic

conduits for money—laundgring, the diversion of chemic rugs and Psychotropic Substances. The programmes set
precursors or the smuggling of weapons. up to prevent drug manufacture, trafficking and abuse had
81. His country was deeply committed to the efforts bgroduced encouraging results, as reflected in the two most
the international community to put an end to the drugecentreports ofthe International Narcotics Control Board.

problem and, in view of the great advance in the fighfg A for the elaboration of new programmes and
againstdrugsin CoIombia,itwishedtoshareitsexperiengﬁ‘,m__,gies to reduce drug demand, Chile had chosen a

with other countries andlto Eear of their ]?;Yn Sl_Jccels‘waobaI approach which, in addition to State intervention,
experiences. Very recently, the success of Himational o164 on the initiative of civil society. In particular, it was

operation in capturing a group of criminals had made §f i\ atter of working with the latter in order the ensure the

possible to dismantle one of the most powerfulstructurgaCcess of prevention, treatment and rehabilitation

oforganized drug crimg. Toach?eve peacein_Colombiahﬁqogrammes. The implementation of such programmes
become a national imperative, to which end i, iqenable Chiletoreduce considerably the demand for

Government had proposed a plan of peace, prosperity ajly rafficking in narcotic drugs and psychotropic
strengthening of the State to several other GovernmeR{$ystances by the year 2008.

and international organizations. It had also put into

operation a new national plan to combatdrugs for the yedté Mr. Umeda (Japan), speaking onitem 107, said that,
1998 to 2002. since the adoption of the Naples Political Declaration and

82 Hi had al . q ith Global Action Plan against Organized Transnational
’ Is country had also signed agreements with seve ime, Japan had intensified its efforts to promote

Eountrles (”&demg thg pn|ted Sj[atesl of Ame.rlca. and tr,lﬁternational cooperation and toformulate and implement
uropean m_o_n) and internationa or_gamz_atlons, Homestic measures againstorganizedtransnational crime.
addltlo_n todevising newarrangementsmth nelghbogrlr]g that connection, he believed that priority should be
countries for bprd_er su_rvelllance_and l°”?‘ opera_tlonaiven to the negotiations on the draft United Nations
Furthermore, within the inter-American family ofnationse,, yention against transnational organized crime and its

i hqd contributed_to the design of a mechanism fqf, g protocols with a viewto finalizing the text by the end
multilateral evaluation. of the year 2000

83. Ms.Leyton(Chile), speaking on item 108, inwhichgg = |, aqgition to the creation of legal instruments,

connection sheassoc_:iatedherselfwiththestatementof%(,}untary international cooperation was important, on
Me?ucan representa_ltlve,sa!dtha_\thferpountryhgd takengfich score his Government was active in providing
active partin all United Nations initiatives relating to thgepy njcq) assistance in the field of information exchange
question of international drug control. She was convinceg 4 13w enforcement cooperation. It had also presented
that the problems posed called for a concerted approggiee pilis to the Japanese Diet (which had passed them on

11
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13 August 1999), resulting in new laws which imposed
severe penalties on organized crime, authorized the
interception of electronic communications in connection
with investigations of specific serious crimes and provided
for the protection of witnesses during trial. Although the
work done by the United Nations to develop international
treaties and norms was to be commended, it was
nevertheless the responsibility of each Government to
implement such treaties and norms and enforce its own
criminal justice programme. On that question, Japan was
deeply concerned by the draft resolution on the question
of the death penalty due to be presented by the European
Union; the death penalty was a highly controversial issue
which divided countries that should instead be working in
close conjunction to fight crime.

89. Turning to item 108, he said that his Government
welcomed the high-level political simitment made by the
leaders of many countries to strengthen efforts for
international drug control. He emphasized, however, the
utmostimportance of effective and promptimplementation
ofthe Naples Political Declation and Global Action Plan.

90. With a view to breaking the vicious cycle of drug
abuse, his Government attached importance to reducing
drug demand, in which connection prevention was more
effective than treatment and rehabilitation. As such, Japan
fully supported the policyarticulated in thetfon Plan for

the Implementation of the Declaration on the Guiding
Principles of Drug Demand Reduction and believed that
young people should be provided with unbiased and
objective information about drug problems at the earliest
stage possible.

91. Theproblem oftheillicitproduction, trafficking and
abuse ofamphetamine-type stimulants having nowbecome
a global issue, Japan supported UNDCP efforts to obtain
information on the problem with a viewto taking effective
action.

92. Given the high priority attached to regional
cooperation, Japan had hosted, as afollow-up tothe special
session of the General Assembly, an Asian conference on
drug enforcement in February 1999 in Tokyo.

93. At the national level, his Government had, at the
initiative of the Prime Minister, launched a new five-year
strategy for the prevention of drug abuse which focused on
young people, enforcement of the law against traffickers,
border control and the improvement of medical services.
Implementation of the strategy was peeding quite well.

The meeting rose at 1.10 p.m.
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