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I . Int r oductory ·not e 

Dual Distritut1cn ---------

1. In conformity wi th Art icles 1~ and 8 of' t he Statute of the 

International Court of Jua ~ice , th~ ·r.ener a.l Assembly and the Security 

Council, voting independently, elected, on 6 February 1946, fifteen 

Judges to serve on the Court. 

2 . At the twenty- sixth plenary meeting° ·of the General Aaaemb~y held on 

9 Februe.ry 191~6, t he termo of offi ce o'f: t he judges vere f i xed by ~he 

dre.ving of lots, in accordru:ice ,-Tit h Article 13, puragrai:h 2 of the 

St a t u te of .t he Court*, e.s f'oJ.lows : 

lUne years , terminating on 5 February 1955 : 

Judges Ale jendro Aivaroz .............. (Chile) 
Jose Philadelpho de Barros 
e Azevedo • ... . .. .. .. . ......•••• 
Jules Ba.sdevant .... .. . . ....... . 
J ose Gustavo Guerrero ....... .. . 
Sir Arnold Duncan McNair ...... . 

Six years, terminat i ng on 5 February 1952: 
Judges I s idro Fabela Ali'e.ro .......... . 

Green Haywood Hackwort h ....... . 
He lBe Klaestad ................ . 
Sergei Bbrisovitcb Krylov ..... . 

Charl es de Visscber ........... . 
Thr~e year s, terminating on 5 February 1949: 

Judges Abdel Ham:l.d Bada.wi Pasha .... • ... 
Hsu Mo • .-...................... . 
John Erski ne Read .... . ........ . 
Bogdan Winiarski ..... , ..... , .. . 
Milovan Zcr icic .......... .. .. . . 

(~razil) 
(France) 
(El Sa.l~ad9r) 
(United IC:l_;;gd.cm) 

(Mexico) · 
(United Stetes of America) 
(Norway) 
(Union of Sov~et Socialist 

(Be lgium) 

(Egypt) 
(China) 
(Canada ) 
(Poland) 
(Yugoslavia) 

·Republics ) 

3. In view of the fact that t he t erm of off ice of Judges Badawi Pasha, 

Hsu Mo, Read, Winiarski and Zoric i c was for a :period of t hree years , . 

* Hereinafter referred to as "t he Statut e" . 
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' .. , . . 
it is necessary for the Gener al Assembly and the Security Council to 

elect , during the th~.rd. ... re°gu.ia~ session of the ~neral Assembly , f i ve 

·Judge~ ·for e term of office of nine years ceeinning on 6 Feb~ary ·1949 . 

4 . In accordance with Article 5 of tho Statute , the Sec·reta.ry-General. 

addressed on 7 June 1948 a written request to the members of the Permanent 
. :-/ i_~r. ~,r ::.:~··:! . ·. .... • • • ••• • . 

Court of Arbitration belonging ~o the .States which are parties to the 

Statute, inviting thAI!\ to u!'.:l~rtake: r,y !)<).ti0:r.1.l gr::>ups, the nomination 

of persons in a position to acceEt ths duties of a ~e~~er of the Cour t , 
•• • •• . .:. .t):-- .. . 

and requesting that ·the h6mir..ations be sent · in tline to reach the 

Secri:.tary-General not lat er than 15 A•~suot 1948, A sireilar r equest 
' 

was sent on the same date • t o the · :n:r-r-.b.~_rs __ c:f. : t;1e ne. tional groups appointed 

under Article .4, _;p~ragraph 2 of the Statu ta, ·:by ?le-~:,ers of the United 

Natio:qs not _repr17sented in the Fe:f+mar~e~t Co".lrt ··of J\;~oi tration. 

5. . .On .the basis ·• _of-.the nomination~ received ru1c. in pursun.nce of , . 

Article 7 of the St atut<}, a list in alf:1abetical order of all the 

. persons thus nominate".l. has been subnitt;~:i ·to ·":t~ ·C-e:'leral Assembly and 

·---

to the Security Council by the Secretgj~y-CBne!'D 1 ( d:r.-c.;ment A/623 - s/991, 

with later addi ti-ons a-11.d co:,:,r~c t ions) . 

II . Pr0c0d,1re for t he elect.ion :i.r. the C'-eneral 

ARS!'lmbly 8.nd i.n thi; Seot•:••::_tf.r. Co•J.ncil 

6. The election v.·j_ll _take place in aorore,s.::ce.- -~r::..tb. the Statute of the 

International Cour~ of J'.13tt-:e :(rnl~ 139 of :·~-:-.e r.u.: .0s of procedure of the 

General Assembly1_:a~~ r~:(~. ,40 q!'. _the. pr·:,·,:.sicx:.ui rules of :::,rocedure of 

the Secu:ri ty Council) . . - .. 

7. On the day of' t~1e ·eTection.,, the Gimeral Assembly und. the Se_c~rity 

Council will :proceecl_ to "el-ect the five m~:ub~rs of the Court inciependently 

of one another (Art icle 6 ;·,,· . 
. . 

8 . The list of .perso:is nonµr~t.e_d, ,,~i.11 ba printed in• the Journal of the 

General Assen!"!Jly_; the name·s of the .candidates wf:;.i also appear on the 

bal lot pa.:pers which will be dist::::-iouted .u.t the tiI!l3 .of the elections . 
• + • • • • • • ' \ • ~ . + • • 

Only those ca::idid.ates whose- nan.es appear en the "..-~llct pap~r~ ·13:r.c? ; ~ligible 

for election (A;.~t_iclo 7).,. · - ,., • 

9 . The electors will ma::::-k by a cros-s on the ballot papers the names of 

the five candidates fo:r whom theY 1,ffsh· to vote . 
\ 

10 , The persons to ~e electei, rega~dless cf th91 ::::- nationality, should 

be of high .moral character, a:.1d sh9uld possess the qualifications 

required i n their respec t ive· countries for aJpoint:'lent to the .highest 

~- The articles qt•.ot E>d in parenthes.:.s · rz~.:;r to t he 3tatute. 
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-_judici a l · offices- or ,be jurisc_onsults ,of rec.ogr1Jz,~d. competen,ce . .cin .. 

internat;ional la,f; further, the electo;-s: ._a_re . . ~equ~red t .o be?,r.: in mind 

that, in the Court as a whole, the representation of the ma.in forms of 
. ~ .. . . . . : 

civilizati.on and :of -the priP:Cipal _legal systems .. of _the wo_rld ~hould be 

• assured, (Ar_t.icls'S· 2 :and 9) . : , • , . 

11 . .. Those .. candi'dates. who obtain an absolute. major;!. ty _of votes in the . . . . . . . . . 

General As~eru.bly-, and in the Securi.ty Council ,will .be "considered as . ' ··- . .. . . . . . .. . . . . · . .. 

eJ:'ected •.(Ar,ttcle 10):. : .. :·,· .. . 

. ,_· 12 .. •. In the ·Security Council, six votes consti t:ut~ . an .. _absolute majority 

a_~--the ,election and no distinction._will .be n:a9.-e .between_ .permanent and 

_-non::-permanen,t members of the Counqil (Article 10, paragraph 2). 

13 ,: -.:Not more tl;lan one national of _the l:3_ame State can be _ elected as a 

: member of :thQ _Cqu:i::t {Article 3). < If mo~e than one na_tional of the same 

State obtains an absolute majority of th!3 .,v_qtes both in the Gen~ral 

. Assembly and in t he __ Security Cou.nci_l; the eldest of those only will be 

. considered as elected (Article 10, pa~agraph -3). 

14. Balloting in the General Aasembly, . a~ in _the Security Council, will 

proceed as follows: -,a .-b_allot will be taken ;f'oz: tbe purpose _ of selecting, 

by an absolute majority, five candidates from the list whicp has been 

circulated by the Secretary-General. If in the first ballot less than 

five candidates receive an absolute majority of votes cast, a second 

ballot will be taken and balloting wil1 continue in the same meeting 

until five of the candidates have received an absolute majority (rule 140 

of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly and rule 61 of the 

provisional rules of procedure of the Security Council) . 

15 , At this point the President of the Assembly will notify the 

President of the Security Council of the names of the five candidates 

who have received an absolute majority and he will, after receipt of 

the corresponding list of candidates from the Security Council, announce 

the election of those candidates having received an absolute majority 

of votes in both the Assembly and the Security Council . 

16. If less than five candidates have been thus elected by the General 

Assembly and the Security Council, the Assembly and the Council will 

proceed in a second meeting by further ballots to elect the candidates 

for the vacancies remaining to be filled (Article 11) . 

17, The above procedure will be continued until the Assembly and the 

Security Council have elected five candidates . The Assembly and the 

Council may, however, after their third. meetings (i.e . aeries of ballots) 

form at any time a joint conference -consisting of -six.members, three 
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.::.ppointed by. :\:(l:;e .. qe,ner,al Assembly and three by the Security Council, 

the :request .of either the General Assembly. .or ,:the Sepurity. Council _.: 
• I • • • 

(Ai:ticle. ·12) , . , :·. ·.· •. 

at 

J.8, ,, This .Joint conf'erence may, .by an absolute .. lDB,jority, agree upon· e. 

car..dic.a.te for each seat at1.i.1 vacant and submi ·t : _hie n~e- for the approval 

of the -Gener~,].. Assembly, a~d:•.: _th~: Security Council. If unanimously . .. . ; ; 

agree~l, -_it :may prop9i;,e. tJ.:i.:e: n~ of ·a: candidate . no\ _.;i.nc_~~ded_ in _the 

alphab~tical list if he fulfils t he required conditions :(Article 12:) .• 

]_9, If the joint conference is se.t is:f'ied -.that it will not be successful •. . ·'· 
.:·.:j.n :proi;;µring an el ection, those .members .of the Court 'l:lho have already . • . . . ~ ' . ' . 
. 1:-'3e;i. elected '½".ill, '1-!f.thi:t: · ~ per.i9d. t;~ be pxed by th,e Securi tJ Council, 

proceed to fill -the vacant seate: .by .. se.J.,ec~ion from among those candidates . . . . - . . .. . . . . . 
1-rho · have . obtaine,d. vot€lfil either in the . Gener.al Assembly -or in the Security 

8ounc;H .(Article ,12, J)aragraph 3) . 

. ?. :'' , Inm:.ediately 8;fter ~~e election,. the Secret9:ry-Gene-re.l_ will inform 

toose elected and. as],c them whe.ther they are .pre~_a,r~d to accept office. 

.. 8hon].d any of the _pe_rsons elected. declare . that he is -not prepared. to . . . .. . :... . . 
• . accopt office•,. a new e.lection for t?.~--rt:i~_iI?,ing vaca.n~ seat will take 

. pJ.e.ce -at once . 

: .· • , j • • 




