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Meeting of States parties

Forty-first meeting

New York, 21 January 2025

Item 5 of the provisional agenda

Election, in accordance with articles 28-34

of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
of one member of the Human Rights Committee to fill

a vacancy for a term expiring on 31 December 2026

Election of one member of the Human Rights Committee to
fill the vacancy created by the resignation of Farid Ahmadov
(Azerbaijan), whose term was due to expire on 31 December
2026

Note by the Secretary-General*

1. In conformity with article 34 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, the forty-first meeting of States parties to the Covenant will be convened by the
Secretary-General at United Nations Headquarters on 21 January 2025, for the purpose of
electing one member of the Human Rights Committee from a list of persons nominated by
States parties (para. 5) to replace the member who has resigned from the Committee.

2. In a letter dated 1 March 2024, Farid Ahmadov, who was elected at the thirty-ninth
meeting of States parties to the Covenant, held on 17 June 2022, for a term that was due to
expire on 31 December 2026, submitted his resignation from the Committee effective from
29 February 2024. Thereafter, the Chair of the Committee notified the Secretary-General of
the resignation.

3. Pursuant to articles 33 (2) and 34 (1) of the Covenant, the Secretary-General declared
the seat of Mr. Ahmadov vacant from the date on which the resignation took effect.

4, In accordance with article 34 (1) of the Covenant, the Secretary-General, in a note
verbale dated 3 October 2024, invited the States parties to the Covenant to submit, in
conformity with article 29 of the Covenant, their nominations for the election of one member
of the Committee by 27 November 2024 for the purpose of filling the vacancy for a term
expiring on 31 December 2026. All curricula vitae received by 27 November 2024 are
included in the present document (see annex). Nominations received after that date will be
issued in addenda to the present document.

*Agreement was reached to publish the present document after the standard publication date owing to

circumstances beyond the submitter’s control. (=] %5 [w]
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5. Pursuant to article 34 (2) of the Covenant, listed below are the names of the persons
nominated for election to the Committee, and the States parties that nominated them.

Candidate

Nominated by

Herizo Rado Andriamanantena
Hanitriniaina Belalahy

Saidou Dogon Guida

Maria Gavouneli

Dalia Leinarté

Merius Rusumo

Fuad Zarbiyev

Gentian Zyberi

Madagascar
Madagascar
Niger
Greece
Lithuania
Burundi
Azerbaijan

Albania
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Annex

Curricula vitae*

Herizo Rado Andriamanantena (Madagascar)

[Original: French]
Date and place of birth: 27 February 1978, Befelatanana, Antananarivo
Working language(s): French

Current position/function

Magistrat de 1°" grade (grade 1 judge)

International judge at the Trial Chamber of the Special Criminal Court in the Central African
Republic

Main professional activities

Organizing and directing proceedings in Trial Chamber hearings,

Ruling on objections raised during proceedings,

Passing judgment on the merits and deciding the sentence to be imposed,

Building a relationship of trust and mutual respect with national and international colleagues,

Contributing to capacity-building of national colleagues.

Educational background

Dipléme de Hautes Etudes (postgraduate diploma) in administration, National School of
Administration of Madagascar, 2016

Dipléme de 3éme cycle (advanced degree) in fundamental rights, University of Nantes, 2007.

Certificate of graduation and aptitude for the judicial professions, National College of the
Judiciary and Court Officers, 2002

Master’s degree in private law, with major in judicial service and criminology, 1999

Master’s degree in private law, with major in business law, 1999

List of most recent publications in the field
Judgment No. 003-2022 on the case of the Special Prosecutor v. Issa Sallet Adoum et al.

Judgment No. 001-2023 on civil liability in the case of the Special Prosecutor v. Issa Sallet
Adoum et al.

GE.24-22465

Curricula vitae are issued without formal editing. The full curricula vitae of the candidates as
submitted by the States parties can be consulted on the website of the Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights, https://www.ohchr.org/en/events/events/2025/41st-meeting-
states-parties-2025-elections.
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Hanitriniaina Belalahy (Madagascar)

[Original: French]
Date and place of birth: 10 December 1972, Antananarivo
Working language(s): French

Current position/function

Magistrat and Secretary-General of the Ministry of Justice

Main professional activities

Assisting the Minister in his tasks and signing documents on his behalf, except those that
commit the State internationally.

Coordinating and supervising the Ministry’s directors and directors-general in order to
harmonize their activities.

Ensuring the smooth running of the Ministry’s general administration.
Implementing public policies for the betterment of justice and prison affairs.

Representing the Ministry in certain situations and working with other institutions and
partners.

Educational background

My academic qualifications are principally in private law and judicial studies: I hold a two-
year master’s degree in applied private law (2015), an advanced degree in diplomatic studies
(2012) and a diploma in judicial studies (2002). | have specialized in international human
rights law and refugee protection (Strasbourg Institute, 2021 and 2019) and treaty body
reporting techniques (United Nations, 2016). Additional training has strengthened my
expertise in gender, ethics and child protection.

Other main activities in the field relevant to the mandate of the treaty body concerned

Since 2016, | have coordinated the interministerial committee responsible for drafting reports
and monitoring recommendations on human rights, thus strengthening national mechanisms
in order to fulfil international commitments. As a trainer in human rights, international
relations and gender-based violence, | help to develop the skills of national actors. As national
focal point for the rights of refugees and stateless persons, | am also involved in the fight
against gender-based violence, and | am an active member of the Association pour la
Sauvegarde et la Protection des Enfants (Association for the Protection of Children). | have
delivered presentations on behalf of Madagascar in international human rights forums in
Geneva, The Hague and Dakar, promoting the exchange of best practices. My community
involvement is reflected in my work with humanitarian associations to protect children and
support the most vulnerable.

List of most recent publications in the field

“Réflexion sur les obstacles et facteurs de lenteur judiciaire en matiére pénale”, 2015. This
analysis looks in depth at the structural and institutional causes of judicial delays and
proposes potential solutions to improve efficiency and ensure equitable access to justice, in
line with human rights principles.
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Saidou Dogon Guida (Niger)

[Original: French]
Date and place of birth: 1 January 1973, Kazoé
Working language(s): French

Current position/function

Magistrat and Director of Social Welfare with the Ministry of Justice and Human Rights,
member of the Independent Permanent Human Rights Commission of the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation, member of the interministerial committee for the drafting of reports to
the treaty bodies and under the universal periodic review, member of the consultation
framework on migration (CCM-Niger), member of the national coordination committee for
the protection and assistance of internally displaced persons, member of the working group
established by the Ministry of Justice and the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights, member of the national committee on international
humanitarian law.

Main professional activities

I coordinate the activities of social workers in courts and prisons with a view to providing
judges with the tools they need to make decisions tailored to the needs and personalities of
children at risk and children in conflict with the law, and efforts for the re-establishment of
links between children in detention and their families and the monitoring of care homes. My
role includes conducting research, planning and evaluation in the field of social welfare and
ensuring compliance with the regulations that govern the activities of associations in prisons.
Since 2016, | have participated in the drafting of all initial and periodic reports of the Niger
to the African human rights system, United Nations treaty bodies and the universal periodic
review procedure, and have provided human rights training to government officials and civil
society actors at State-funded workshops with the support of technical and financial partners
or at the request of the National Human Rights Commission or non-governmental
organizations.

Educational background

I hold a master’s degree in international and European fundamental rights law, a diploma in
judicial studies from the National School for the Judiciary at Bordeaux, a master’s degree in
private law, a diplébme du niveau Il (four-year degree) specializing in justice from the
National School of Administration and the Judiciary and various specialist certificates in
human rights, transitional justice, anti-corruption and anti-terrorism. I regularly take online
courses to update and enhance my knowledge of human rights.

Other main activities in the field relevant to the mandate of the treaty body concerned

I have taken part in an ordinary session of the African Commission on Human and Peoples’
Rights, in Niamey in 2016; two ordinary sessions of the Human Rights Council in Geneva in
2018 and 2024; ordinary sessions and international seminars organized by the Independent
Permanent Human Rights Commission at its headquarters in Jeddah and in countries such as
Malaysia and Pakistan, since 2021; and the session on the status of women in New York.

As a volunteer, | teach schoolchildren about the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
using documents kindly provided by United for Human Rights and Le Chemin de Bonheur
(The Way to Happiness).

List of most recent publications in the field

La vie des instruments juridiques relatifs aux droits de | 'Homme, Une expérience africaine,
Editions Universitaires Européennes, 2024;
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La RES et le respect des droits de |’Homme au Niger, Quels recours pour les victimes des
dommages causés par les industries extractives ? Editions Universitaires Européennes, 2024;

“L’Homme et ses droits”, article published in the quarterly review of the Ministry of Justice,
2016.
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Maria Gavouneli (Greece)
Date and place of birth: 29 February 1964 | Thessaloniki, Greece

Working languages: Greek (native), English, French, Italian and Spanish; comfortable
with German

Current position

Professor of International Law, Faculty of Law, National & Kapodistrian University of
Athens

Greek National Commission of Human Rights, President

Director General, Hellenic Foundation for European & Foreign Policy — ELIAMEP

Main professional activities

Director, LLM in International & European Law, Faculty of Law; Deputy Director, Athens
Public International Law Center — Athens PIL, National & Kapodistrian University of Athens;
Director, Refugee & Migration Studies Hub — RMS Hub, National & Kapodistrian University
of Athens

Fulbright Visiting Scholar 2018-2019 at the University of California Berkeley; visiting
professor in numerous universities and research institutions, including The Hague Academy
of International Law; co-editor-in-chief, Yearbook of International Environmental Law and
member of the board of law journals

International Law Association, President (2024-2026); chair and member of several
academic organisations in Greece and worldwide

Attorney-at-law, member of the Athens Bar

Educational background
National & Kapodistrian University of Athens, Faculty of Law, with honours (1987)
LLM in International Law, University of Cambridge (Wolfson College) (1988)

PhD in International Law, University of Cambridge (Wolfson College) (1995), Prix Paul
Guggenheim

Other main activities in the field relevant to human rights

Greek National Commission of Human Rights, President, 2019-2022, 2022-2026; Bureau
member, European Network of National Human Rights Institutions — ENNHRI (2016-2022);
Bureau member, Global Alliance of National Human Rights Institutions — GANHRI
(2019-2022); alternate member, Sub-Committee on Accreditation, UN OHCHR; Member,
National Accessibility Authority

National Transparency Authority, member of the Management Board (2020-2023); OECD,
Working Group on Bribery in International Business Transactions, Vice-President (2005-
2013), member of the Management Group (2014-2021); Council of Europe, Group of States
Against Corruption (GRECO), Head of delegation (since 2006); European Commission,
Expert Group on Corruption (2011-2020)

Delegate of the Hellenic Republic in the General Assembly of the United Nations (Third
Committee); The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

Chair and member in numerous committees of the Council of Europe, including the Steering
Committee on Criminal Matters (CDPC), member of the Bureau (2007-2011); Steering
Group of the Pan-European Platform on Ethics, Transparency and Integrity in Education —
ETINED (2016-2019)

President of the Committee of Article 36 (CATS), Council of the European Union (Justice
and Home Affairs) (2003 and 2013)
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List of publications

Author of five monographs, multiple chapters in books and numerous articles, editor of
several volumes, omitting work published for the Greek National Commission for Human
Rights. Among them:

Photini Pazartzis & Maria Gavouneli (eds.) with Anastasios Gourgourinis & Matina
Papadaki, Reconceptualising the Rule of Law in Global Governance, Resources,
Investment and Trade, Hart, Oxford 2016

Prefecture of Voiotia v. Federal Republic of Germany, case no. 11/2000, Areios Pagos
(Hellenic Supreme Court), May 4, 2000, 95 AJIL 2001, pp. 198-204 (with llias
Bantekas)

A human right to groundwater?, 13 International Community Law Review 2011,
pp. 305-319

Neutrality — a survivor?, European Journal of International Law 2012, pp. 267-273

Introductory note to Views adopted by the Committee under Art.5(4) of the Optional
Protocol, concerning Communication no. 3624/2019 (UNHR Committee) [September
22,2022], 62 ILM 2023, pp. 1-3

Protecting Women Fishers: The gender parameters of labour rights at sea, in Irini
Papanicolopulu (ed.), Gender and the Law of the Sea, Brill 2019, pp. 165-179

Awarded: ASIL Women in International Law Scholarship Prize 2021

Human rights and Law of the Sea, in Carlos Esp6sito, Nilifer Oral & Tara Maria
Davenport (eds), The Cambridge Handbook on the Law of the Sea, Cambridge 2024
[in print]

Labour rights in Irini Papanicolopulu & Anna Petrig (eds), The Oxford Handbook of
Human Rights at Sea, OUP, Oxford 2024 [in print]
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Dalia Leinarté (Lithuania)

Date and place of birth: 1958 October 25, Trakai, Lithuania

Working languages: English, Russian

Current position/function

Member of the UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women,
CEDAW

Fellow Commoner at Lucy Cavendish College, University of Cambridge

Main professional activities

Chairperson (2017-2018) and Vice-chairperson (2015-2016) of the CEDAW Committee,
Chair of the Working Group in charge of drafting General Recommendation No 38
Trafficking in Women and Girls in the Context of Global Migration, adopted in 2020

Seminars in the graduate (LLM) course International Human Rights Law, Law Faculty,
University of Cambridge, 2024

Senior researcher at the Faculty of Political Science and Diplomacy, Vytautas Magnus
University, Lithuania (2017-2024)

Member of Advisory Board of the Arts and Humanities Research Council, Doctoral Training
Programme, University of Cambridge (2014-2017)

Visiting Professor at Idaho State University, USA (2005-2008)
Full Professor, Director of Gender Studies Centre at Vilnius University (2000-2017)

Educational background

PhD in History (1996), Vytautas Magnus University

Habilitation (highest university degree) in History (2009), Vilnius University

Fulbright Research Fellow, the State University of New York-Buffalo (2002-2003)
American Association of University Women (AAUW) Research Fellow, Idaho State
University (2005-2006)

Other main activities in the field relevant to the mandate of the treaty body concerned

UN CEDAW: Member of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol (since
2023, 2017-2018); Member of the Working Group on Individual Communications under the
Optional Protocol (2015-2016, 2019-2020); Rapporteur on reprisals (since 2021); Co-Focal
Point for coordination with the Human Rights Committee and other human rights
mechanisms (since 2022); Focal Point for 2020 Treaty Body Review. OSCE: Member of the
Advisory Group on Anti-Human Trafficking, Organization for Security and Co-operation in
Europe, since 2019. CoD: Member of the Working Group on Women and Democracy,
Community of Democracies (2010-2012)

Over 100 academic and professional presentations on these topics

List of most recent publications in the field

Rapporteur on the Guidelines on CEDAW General Recommendation No. 38 on trafficking
in women and girls in the context of global migration, published 10 January 2023

Monograph: Family and the State in Soviet Lithuania. Gender, Law and Society. London:
Bloomsbury Academic, 2021

Women’s Experiences of Repression in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe (chapter).
London: Routledge, 2017
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Merius Rusumo (Burundi)

[Original: French]
Date and place of birth: 6 April 1974, Rabiro, Vugizo
Working language(s): French and English

Current position/function

Permanent manager with the permanent secretariat of the Judicial Service Commission, in
charge of investigations and the processing of referrals to the Commission in which judicial
redress is sought for improper administration of justice due to manifest error, corruption or
human rights violations. | also carry out other activities to ensure the sound administration
of justice and to combat impunity.

Main professional activities

With over 20 years’ professional experience at national and international levels, | have
worked extensively in the legal, human rights and humanitarian fields, including for 10 years
as Secretary-General of the National Independent Human Rights Commission, working on
the promotion and protection of human rights and cooperating with treaty bodies. | have
worked for the United Nations (United Nations Integrated Office in Burundi/United Nations
Office in Burundi) and other international organizations, including the Norwegian Refugee
Council, Avocats sans frontiéres and RCN Justice et Démocratie, especially in the fields of
human rights, justice and international humanitarian law. A career judge, | have worked my
way up to the Constitutional Court of Burundi. Among other professional activities related
to human rights and justice, | have worked in civil society as leader of the Burundi national
association of Action by Christians for the Abolition of Torture (ACAT-Burundi).

Educational background

I hold a dipléme de graduat (three-year undergraduate diploma) and a licence (degree,
following a further two years of study) in public law. | have attended training courses on the
international protection of human rights at the National School of Administration, Paris; on
transitional justice and development at the International Center for Transitional Justice; and
on international humanitarian law in peacekeeping operations and the role and contribution
of the civilian component of the United Nations and the African Union, civil society and
human rights protection.

Other main activities in the field relevant to the mandate of the treaty body concerned

I have conducted investigations into alleged violations of civil, political and other human
rights and have contributed to and participated in the drafting of periodic and alternative
reports on such violations. | have played an advisory role vis-a-vis State institutions with a
view to the promotion and protection of civil, political and other rights in Burundi. | have
collaborated with the treaty bodies on inquiries and the production of thematic reports on
human rights. | have also worked with the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights and the Centre for Human Rights and Democracy in Central Africa to
deliver training and to disseminate, among various segments of the Burundian population,
information on the content of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and
other treaties, and on the role of international mechanisms for the promotion and protection
of human rights.

List of most recent publications in the field

None recent.
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Fuad Zarbiyev (Azerbaijan)
Date and place of birth: 14 September 1977, Masalli, Azerbaijan
Working languages: English and French

Current position/function
Professor of International Law, The Geneva Graduate Institute (Jan 2024 — present);
Director of Studies at The Hague Academy of International Law (Winter Session);

Visiting Professor, Institut des hautes études internationales, Université Paris-Panthéon-
Assas (2024);

Representative of the Graduate Institute at COREC (Commission genévoise de recherche du
FNRS) (Sep-Oct 2023 — present).
Main professional activities

Lecturer in the Regional Course in International Law for Africa organized by the Codification
Division of the United Nations Office of Legal Affairs (2023, 2024);

Lecturer in the United Nations International Law Fellowship Programme organized by the
Codification Division of the United Nations Office of Legal Affairs (2023);

Visiting Professor, Sciences Po Law School, Paris (2020, 2021, 2022, 2023);

Senior Fellow, Research Group ‘The International Rule of Law — Rise or Decline?’ Freie
Universitat Berlin, Humboldt Universitat zu Berlin, Universitit Potsdam and Social Science
Research Center Berlin (Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin) (2022-2024);

Representative of the Graduate Institute at COREC (Commission genévoise de recherche du
FNRS) (Sep-Oct 2023 — present)
Educational background

The Geneva Graduate Institute PhD in International Law (summa cum laude avec les
félicitations du jury) (March 2010);

Harvard Law School Master of Laws (LL.M.) (May 2010);
International Institute of Human Rights (Strasbourg) Diploma (cum laude) (Aug 2004);

Institute of European Studies, Strasbourg Master’s degree in European Human Rights Law
(mention trés bien) (Jun 2003);

Hague Academy of International Law Diploma (public international law) (Aug 2002).

Other main activities in the field relevant to the mandate of the treaty body concerned

Associate  Attorney/Counsel/Consultant - Public International Law and International
Acrbitration, Curtis, Mallet-Prevost, Colt & Mosle LLP, New York & Geneva (Oct 2011-
present);

Member of the Bar of the State of New York (Attorney and Counselor-at-Law) (Jan 2014 —
present);

Co-director, LL.M. in International Law, The Geneva Graduate Institute (Sep 2018 — August
2024).
List of most recent publications in the field

Consenting to Treaty Commitments: Endorsing Rules or Endorsing a Regime of Discursive
Commitments?’ in Samantha Besson (ed.), Consenting to International Law (Cambridge
University Press, 2023) 163-179;
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‘A Quiet Revolution in the Making? The Changing State Authority in Treaty Interpretation’
in Nico Krisch & Ezgi Yildiz (eds.), Many Paths of Change in International Law (Oxford
University Press, 2023) 291-308;

The International Court of Justice and Specialised International Adjudicative Bodies: From
Indifference to Authority Trading’ 65 German Yearbook of International Law (2022), 291-
317,

‘On the Judge-Centredness of the International Legal Self’, 32 European Journal of
International Law (2021) 1139-1166 (Winner of the Prize for Best Article in International
Dispute Resolution, American Society of International Law, Dispute Resolution Interest
Group);

‘Judicial Activism’, Entry in Max Planck Encyclopedia of International Procedural Law
(EiPro) (Oxford University Press, 2018).
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Gentian Zyberi (Albania)
Date and place of birth: 1 August 1977; Dajc, Lezh&, Albania
Working languages: English (preferable), French

Current position/function

Full Professor of International Law and Human Rights, Norwegian Centre for Human Rights,
Faculty of Law, University of Oslo.

Member of the Permanent Court of Arbitration, The Hague, the Netherlands (2016—-2028).
Chairperson of the Albanian branch of the International Law Association (2014—onwards).
Member of the Scientific Committee of the EU Fundamental Rights Agency (2023-2028).
Former Member of the UN Human Rights Committee (2019-2022).

Main professional activities

Over the last 20 years, | have been researching, publishing, and teaching in the areas of
international human rights, international humanitarian law, international criminal law, and
public international law for leading universities in the Netherlands, Albania, and Norway.
Over the last four years, through two large projects, | have been leading research and
educational cooperation with several universities in Africa, Latin America and the Middle
East. Developed curricula and teaching materials at Master and PhD level in the field of
human rights and international law. Coordinated the Faculty Research Group on Human
Rights, Armed Conflicts, and the Law of Peace and Security, at the Faculty of Law,
University of Oslo (2017-2021). Served as editor-in-chief of the Nordic Journal of Human
Rights, a multi-disciplinary human rights journal (2019-2022). Member of the ILA
Committee on Human Rights in Times of Emergency (2017-2024). Member of the Albanian
Bar Association (since 2006).

Educational background

PhD in International Law, Faculty of Law, Utrecht University, the Netherlands (2003—-2008);
my doctoral dissertation was awarded the second Max van der Stoel Prize by the Netherlands
School of Human Rights Research in 2008. Master of Laws (LL.M), specialization
International Law, Faculty of Law, Utrecht University, the Netherlands (2001-2002, with
honorable mention). Bachelor of Law (jurist), Faculty of Law, University of Tirana, Albania
(cum laude, 1996-2000).

Other main activities in the field relevant to the mandate of the treaty body concerned

Over the last 20 years, | have successfully combined academic work with the practice of
international law at the highest levels. | have been a member of the UN Human Rights
Committee (2019-2022). Through working as legal assistant and interpreter in two cases at
the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY, 2004-2012) and acting
as legal adviser and coordinator of the Albanian legal team in a case before the International
Court of Justice (2009) and then as legal adviser in 2024, | have gained invaluable teamwork
experience and knowledge of various aspects of international law and human rights. I am a
member of various professional organizations, including the European Society of
International Law, the International Law Association, and the Albanian branch of the
International Law Association. My current research focuses on the development of
international human rights law by key global and regional human rights mechanisms and the
protection of community interests under international law. | have published a monograph, a
textbook on human rights, three edited volumes, three special journal issues, and around 50
peer-reviewed book chapters and articles on international law and human rights with
renowned publishers (Oxford University Press, Cambridge University Press, Intersentia, and
Routledge). Engaged in actively disseminating the work of the UN Human Rights Committee
and other important human rights mechanisms through social media and blogposts.
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List of most recent publications in the field

G. Zyberi and Q. Qerimi, “International Law of Human Rights” (university textbook in
Albanian), second edition (February 2015).

G. Zyberi (ed.), “Protecting Community Interests through International Law” (Intersentia,
2021, open access).

G. Zyberi and I. Salama, “The Influence of Politics on the Work of the UN Human Rights
Treaty Bodies”, in Bard Anders Andreassen (ed.) Research Handbook on the Politics of
Human Rights Law (Edward Elgar Publishing, 2023), pp. 311-338.

G. Zyberi and S. Sali, “Engagement of Albanian Courts with International Law”, in A.
Nollkaemper, Y. Shany and A. Tzanakopoulos (eds.), The Engagement of Domestic Courts
with International Law: Comparative Perspectives (Oxford University Press, 2024), pp. 187-
208.

G. Zyberi, “The Interpretation and Development of International Human Rights Law by the
International Court of Justice”, in Martin Scheinin (ed.), The Relevance of Human Rights
Norms before ‘Other’ International Courts and Tribunals (Cambridge University Press, 2019),
pp. 28-61.
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