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I . INT RODUCT I ON : 

The  d e l e ga t i on o f  the  Soc i a l i s t  People ' s  Libyan 

A r a b  J a ma h i r i y a  subm i t s  t h i s  r epor t on  the s t atus o f  wom e n  

i n  t h e  Jama h i r i ya cover i n g  the  period  from 1 9 7 5  to 1 9 8 0 . 

T h i s  r eport  wi l l  r e v e al to you the phas e s  of  the  

L ib y a n  woma n ' s  march  through long p e r i od s of  t ime unt i l  sh e 

h a s  a c h i e ve d  h e r  p r e s e n t  s t a tus . 

T h e  Arab woman h a s  suffer e d  a l l  k i nds  of  backwa rd­

n e s s ,  i n j u s t i c e  and s ub j uga t i o n  be fore the  advent of  I s l am . 

Wh e n  t h e  Ara b s  were  bl e s s e d  with  the  g l o r ious Me s s age o f  

I s l am ,  t h e  wom a n ' s  h uman i t y  was  r e a l i z e d  and  she achi eved h e r  

r ig h t s  w h i c h  p l ac ed h e r  o n  e q u a l  t e rm s  w i th man . B u t  th i s  

wa s fol l owed b y  a p e r i od o f  cul tural s t a g n a t ion a n d  retro -

' g r e s s io n  a n d  c o l o n i a l  sub j uga t i o n  b o th o f  whi ch threw the  

woman b a c k  i n to the  a by s s  o f  regre s s io n , subm i s s ion and dom i ­

n a t i o n  b y  m a n  by virtue  9 f  t h e  o l d  tra d i t i o n s  a n d  custom s . 
i 

S u c h  r em a i n e d  t h e  l o t  of 1 t h e  L i byan woman u n t i l  our p e op l e  

w e r e  endowed  w i t h  a g r e a !  r evolu J io n  to l ay the fo un d a t i o n  
' 

a n d  p i l l ar s  o f  a n e w  s oc i e ty based  o n  j u s t i c e , e qu a l i ty ,  and  

the  pur s u i t  of  h app i n e s s  fo r e ve ry individual  without  d i s ­

c r i m i n a ti on b e tw e e n  man  o r  women . Thus op e n ing  the do o r s  

o f  l i f e  through w h i c h  t h e  n e w  woman wa l k e d  wi th firmn e s s  a n d  

a d e t e rm i na t i o n  t o  prove h e r s e l f .  To th i s  day , t h e  Libyan 

woman is  e n g a g e d  i n  work i n  a l l  wal k s  of l i fe : s h e  is now 

a un i ve r s i ty p r o f e s s o r , a m e d i c a l  do cto r , a n  engin e e r ,  a 
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l a wy e r , a t e a c h e r  a t  a l l  l e ve l s  o f  educ a t ion , and a produc t i ve 

memb e r  i n  a l l t h e  produc t i o n  c e nter s . 

Th e wome n  i n  our c ou ntry have s ought educ a tion wi th 

s u c h  f e r v o r  a n d  z e a l  to r e d r e s s  the  l o n g  y e a r  o f  depriva t i o n  

t h a t  impo s e d  i g n o ran c e  an d b a c kwardn e s s  upo n  her . Now t h e  

p er c e n t ag e o f  f e m a l e  s tude n t s  �t a l l educat ional l e ve l s  i s  

s o  h i g h  i t  a l mo s t  equa l s  t h a t  o f  ma l e  s t uden t s . 

Th i s  i s  i n  add i t i o n  to  the  c e n t e r s  for comba t t i n g  

i l l i t e r a c y , t h e  archenemy o f  man . Our r e vo l u tion  h a s  o f fe r e d  

wom e n  s p e c i a l  p ro t e c t i o n  i n  t h e  h e a l t h  a r e a  - b e i n g  awa r e  

t h a t  t h e  woma n i s  t h e  sour c e  o f  l i f e  and for  this  source  to 

r em a i n  healthy and  pure fo r th e flow o f  l i fe . Ma t e rn i ty a n d  

c h i l dh o o d  c a r e  c e n t e r s  we r e  e s ta b l i s h ed a l l  o v e r  th e coun try 

o f f e r i n g  f r e e  me d i c a l  exami n a t ion  and c ar e  for a l l  wom e n . 

Our  r e vo l ution  h a s  d e l igentlq w o r k e d  to i nvo l v e  

wom e n  i n  the  g i a n t  d e ve l opme n t  p l a n s  and  p r o j ects  w i tn e s sed  

by  o ur n a t i o n  so  that  women may contribute  to the bui l d i n g  

a nd d e v e l opme n t  o f  the ir  n a t i o n  a n d  s o c i e ty . Women in  o ur 

c o un try  h a ve a t t a i ned  al l o f  t h e ir e conom i c , pol i t i c a l  a n d  

c i v i l  r i gh t s  w i t h i n  th i s  s h o r t  period  o f  t im e . T h e y  are  now 

e x e r c i s in g  a u t h o r i ty through th e people ' s  congre s s e s , comm i t ­

t e e s  a n d  t r a d e  un i o n s  in  a l l  o f  wh ich  s h e  i s  a membe r .  A l s o , 

t h e  wom e n  po s s e s s  further  the  we a l th and the  weapon s a c c o r d i n g  

t o  t h e  a pp l i ca t i o n s  o f  t h e  d i r e c tives  o f  t h e  G r e e n  Book wh e r eby 

s he h a s b e c om e  a partner  i n  a l l  po s t s  of  p roductio n ; she  h a s  
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b e c om e  c ap ab l e  o f  c a rr y i n g  a rms by tr a i n i n g on th e i r  use  in  

t h e s p e c i al m i l i tary co l l e g e s  and i n s t i tu te s . 

I n  th i s  repo r t , you  wi l l  find  many figur e s  and 

s uppo r t ed f a c t s  tha t c l e a r l y  r e veal th e ext end o f  wha t the 

wo m e n  h a ve a ch i eved  i n  our country w i th i n  thi s p e r iod . 

We cannot  but w i s h  for  t h i s  C o n f e r ence the  g r e a t e s t  

s u c c e s s  i n  i t s  p r o c e e d i n g s  a n d  to  c o n c l u d e  with r e s o l u t i o n s  

and  r e c omme n d a t i o n s  that  wo ul d p u s h  t h e  m a r c h  o f  woman so  

many  s t e p s  f orward i n  th e d i r e c t i o n  o f  a c h i eving fre edom , 

j us t i c e  a n d  e qual i ty .  

I I . WOMEN I N  THE I S LAM IC  ARAB SOCIETY : 

B e fo r e  the  adve n t  o f  I s l am ,  wome n  were c o n s i d e r e d  

by th e A r a b s  a s  a s ource o f  d i s grace  and  an unprod uctive  

e l em e n t  in  a ha r s h  l i fe . But when I s l am dawned with  i t s 

g l o r i o u s  h um a n i tarian  Me s s a g e , i t  a ccorded  women un que s t i on ­

a b l e d  c l ea r  r ig h t s ,  mo s t  s i gn i f i c a n t  o f  w h i c h  i s  t h e  f o l lowing : 

1 .  Equal i ty w i t h  men  i n  r i gh t s  and du t i e s ;  

2 .  Th e right  to  own prop e r ty a n d  to manage 
h e r  own fina nc i a l  affairs ; 

3 .  The  r i gh t  t o  wo rk  o n  the  ba s i s  o f  h e r  
p a r t i c u l ar na tural  ab i l i t i e s  a n d  characte r i s t i c s ; 

4 .  The  right  to  d e f e n d  h e r  country ; 

5 .  Th e r ight  to r e c e i ve and s e e k e ducat i o n ; 

6 .  The r ight to c hoo s e  h e r  o wn l i fe  pa r t n e r ; 

7 .  The  r ight  to  s e e k  divor c e - when ever the  va l i d 
r e a s o n s  a re ava i l ab l e . 
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A s  f o r  the  equal i ty b e twe e n  men  and  wome n ,  i t  h a s  

b e e n  a f f irme d i n  the  Ho ly Wo r d s  o f  t h e  Almighty Allah : 

" Wh o e v e r  wo rks  r i ghteous n e s s , 
M a n  o r  Woma n , a n d  h a s  F a ith , 
Ve r i l y , to h im w i l l  We g i ve 
A n e w  l i f e , a l i fe 
T h a t  i s  goo d  a n d  pure , and  We 
W i l l  b e s to w  on s uc h  the ir reward 
A c c o r d i n g  to the be s t  
O f  th e i r  a c t i o n . �  

Th i s  Ho l y  v e r s e , ve r s e  7 9  o f  Sura ' t  Na ' h l , has  equated m e n  

a n d  wom e n  i n  the  d e e d s  they  conduct  and  the  rewards they 

d e s e r v e  wi th o u t  i n d i c a ti o n  o f  any d i s t i n c t io n  betwe e n  th e 

two . 

C 

From  the  above i t  c an be p rovEn that  I s l amic  S h a r i a ' ,  

who s e  m a i n  s o ur c e  o f  o r i g i n  i s  th e Holy  Quran has  equa t e d  

bo t h  Mu s l im ma l e  a n d  fema l e  through i n s t ruct i ons  and  p r i n c ip l e s  

wh i ch s i gn i fy the  s t a tus o f  women in  t h e  I s l am i c  S o c i e ty . This  

n ew view  of  wom e n  wa s n o t  l on ge r  tha t n a r row and b i go t t e d  

v i e w  o f  h e r  a s  a femi n i n e  e n t i ty but rat h e r  a s  a f u l l  human 

p a r tn e r  to  h e r  f e l low human  b e i n g s . 

In i t s  go l d e n  a g e , the I s l am i c  C i vi l i za t i on h a s  

l e f t  f o r  u s  traditions wh i ch ho l d  t h e  woman  in  high e s t e em , 

a n d  i t  h a s  immo r t a l i z e d  th e n ames  o f  Mus l im women who s e  

h e r i t ag e  rema i n s  a s  a l a n dmark on t h e  ro ad o f  a revo l u t i o n a ry 

I s l am i c  women ' s  movement . 

S u f f i c e  i t  to me n t ion  that the f i r s t  to e n t e r  i n to 

I s l am was  a woma n , Her  Em i n e n c e  Kh a d i ga B i n t  Khawa i l id , the  

m o t h e r  of  a l l b e l i e ve rs  and  wife  o f  the  P r ophet  Muh amma d ;  and  
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t h e  f i r s t  m a r ty r  i n  I s l am w a s  a woman f r om Al -Yas s i r  known 

a s  Om Oma r a  S umaya  B in t  Kha ya t ; and  the h ards hips of th e 

f i r s t  i mm i g r a t i o n  i n to Abby s s i n i a  wh ich  man s uffered we r e  

s ha re d  b y  women  amon g  them S awda B i n t  Zuma ' a  a n d  O rn  S almat 

B i n t  A b i Ummaya  Al makh zoom i a ; and Asma B i n t  Ab i Bak r ,  who , a t ' 

t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  the  C a l l , wou l d  j ourney th ree  m i l e s  n i ghtly  

for  t h r e e  c o n s e c u t i ve n i gh t s  provi d ing t h e  Me s s e n g e r  and  her  

f a t h e r  w i th a mmun i ti o n s  and  i n forma t i o n  about the  movements  

o f  Qur a i s h . 

Th e h i s to r y  books  wh i ch a re fu l l  o f  examp l e s  o f  the  

Mus l im women d e mo n s t r a te her  a b i l i ty to c o n t r ibut e , and the 

s i gn i f i c an c e  of the r o l e s  b e s t  pe rformed by her  in the e arly 

d a y s  o f  I s l am .  

A f t e r the  change s that a f f e c t e d  the s o c i a l  a s p e c t s · 

i n  th e I s l am i c s o c i e ty a s  a r e s ul t  o f  the  tr ibal  and  po l i t i c a l  

c o n f l i ct s  a n d  d i f fe r e n c e s  o ve r  power & authority , a h i s t o r i c a l  

d i s i n t e gr a t i o n  t o o k  p la c e , s upported  by · fo r e ign s o c i a l  a n d  

p o l i t i c a l  c ampa i g n s  th a t  a r e  total l y  a l i e n  to  I s l am .  A l l  

t h i s  m a d e  peop l e  gradua l l y  a bandon the t r u e  spirit  o f  I s l am ,  

a n d  a distorted new p h a s e  i n  th e women ' s  j o urney began wh e r e  

s h e  rema i n e d  b e h i nd ve i l  an d wa s dep r i ve d  o f  educa t ion a n d  

w o r k . S h e  wa s ,  mo reove r , d epr i ved  o f  the r i ght  to have a 

s a y  i n  h e r  ma r r i a ge a n d  the adm i n i s tra t i o n  o f  her prope rty  

a n d mon e y . S h e  thu s c omp l e t e l y  d i s appe a r e d  from publ i c  l i f� . 

T h i s p e r i o d  o f  t ime w a s  th e epo ch o f  Ottoman rule and fo re i gn 

c o l o n i z a t i o n  o f  the I s l ami c Arab region . 
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I I I . THE L I BYAN WOMEN BEF O RE THE REVOLU T I ON : 

T h e  s ta tu s  o f  the  Ar ab wome n b e fo r e  the Revo l ution  

w a s undoub t e d l y  a true re f l e c t io n  of  the condition  of the  

Arab s o c i e ty a n d  the po l i t i c al and s o c i a l  r e l ati onships th a t  

we r e  domi n a n t  dur i ng that  p e r io d . T h e  L i byan s o c i e ty b e fore  

the  r e vo l u t i o n  suffe r e d  to t a l  b a c kwardn e s s , impo s e d  upo n  it  

by  t h e  a l l i an c e  of  c o l o n i a l i sm and the r e a c tionary forc e s . 

H e n c e , t h e  ma n ' s  fo rme r v i e w  o f  women a s  a member who l a ck s  

a n y  r o l e  i n  p ubl i c  l i f e . We  c a n  i l l u s t r a t e  the s t a tus  o f  

t h e  L i b y a n  wom e n  b e f o r e  t h e  revo lution i n  th r e e  areas : 

l .  P e r so n a l  Ri g h t s ,  -

2 .  S o c i a l  P ro t e c t io n , 

3 .  P a r t i c ipa tion  i n  deve l opme n t . 

Th e woman wa s o n l y  a s a t e l l i t e  t o  man , deprived  o f  

a w i l l  o f  h e r  o wn a n d  w i t h  very l im i te d  oppo r t un i t i e s  to 

e du c a t i o n  a n d  wo rk . There w a s  a very sma l l  riumber who w e r e  

e du c a t e d  a n d  c o u l d  wo r k  b u t  t h e y  were  th e e x c eption  t o  t h e  

r ul e ,  wh i c h  w a s  to  co n f in e  woman and  t h e  a d u l t  g i r l  to home . 

T h e  ro l e  o f  woman  wa s a lmo s t  n o n - ex i s te n t  i n  produ c t io n  a n d  

th e o th e r  a sp e c t s  o f  l i fe . 

I V . WOMEN AND THE F IRST OF SEPTEMB ER REVOLUT I ON : 

Th e F i r s t  o f  September  Revo l u t i o n  c ame to crea t e  

t o t a l  c h a n ge i n  t h e  condi t i o n  o f  the Libyan s o c i e ty with a l l  

i t s mo ra l , c u l tural , s o c i a l , po l i t i c a l  a n d  e c on om i c a l  corn-
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p o n e n t s , r e a l i z i ng i n  do i n g  s o  the b a s i c  i n terests  of the  

popul ar ma s s e s  in  f r e e dom , progre s s  and  s o c i a l  j u s t i ce and 

c omp reh e n s i ve Arab  u n i ty . A c c o r d i n gl y ,  the  Revolut ion o f  

t h e  F i r s t  o f  S e p t embe r devo t e d  gre a t  c o n c e rn to the woman ' s  

s e c to r , b e c a u s e  the Revo l u t io n ' s  phi l o s ophy regardi ng t h e  

r o l e of  woman s p r i n g s  f rom the  ro o t s  o f  a n  I s l amic  ra c i a l  

c i v i l i z a t i o n , a n d  a r e a l i s t i c futur i s t i c v i ew th a t  app r e c i a t e s  

t h e  v a l ue o f  woma n  a n d  ho l d s h e r  i n  high esteem�  and be l i ev e s  

i n  h e r a b i l i t i e s  and  the  s i gn i f i c an c e  o f  h e r  r o l e  i n  the 

d e ve l opme n t  o f  t h e  fami l y  and soc i e ty . When  we t a l k  abo u t  

t h e e f f e c t i ve a n d  i n f l ue n t i al ro l e  o f  wome n , wh ich  i s  n o  l e s s  

i mp o r t an t t h a n  t h a t  o f  men , we have to t a k e  into co n s i d e r a t i o n  

t h e  me n t a l , p hy s i ca l , p s y c ho lo g i c a l  a n d  n e rvo u s  s y s t em 

c ap a b i l i t i e s  o f  woman . H e r e  l i e s  the e s s e n c e  of the ph i l o s ophy 

o f  the F i r s t  of S eptembe r Revo l u t i o n  w i t h  r e g ard to woman ' s  

wo r k  a n d  h e n c e  t h e  empha s i s  on the fo l l ow i n g  princip l e s : 

1 .  Compul s o ry e d u c a t ion  up to the  end o f  
t h e  prepar a t o r y  s tage for b o th s ex e s  i n  a 
manner  to h a v e  t h i s  ful ly  app l i e d  by the 
e n d  of 1 9 8 5 . 

2 .  Expa n s i o n  i n  the e s t a b l i s hm e n t  o f  various  
a th e l e t i c ,  t e ch n i c a l , h e al t h , s o c i a l  and  
educ a t i o m l  i n s t i t u t e s , tog e th e r  with  expan s i on 
in s o c i a l  c ar e  c e n t e r s , nur s e ry scho o l s ,  
vo c a t ional  c e n t e r s  fo r adm i n i s trat ive tr a i n i ng , 
n u r s i ng s c ho o l s ,  c e n t e r s  f o r  rural  deve l o p ­
men t ,  e l im i n a t io n  of  i l l i te r acy  a n d  adul t 
e d u c a t i on c e n t e r s  and to c o n d u c t  i n t e n s i ve 
t r a i n in g  cou r s e s  to improve the s k i l l s  o f  
the  wo rk ing  wo man . 

3 .  Ava i l i n g  the woman o f  wo rk opportun i t i e s  a n d  
e n couraging  h e r  to  c o n t r i b u t e  i n  the f i e l d s  
t h a t  agree  w i th h e r  n a tu r a l  ma ke -up . 
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4 .  C o n so l i da t i o n  o f  women ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  and e l i ­
m i n a t ion  o f  a l l  hamp e r ing  o b s ta c l e s  and di f­
f i cul t i e s . 

5 .  Th e i n f o rma t i on o f  women o f  the s i gn i f i c an c e  
o f  h e r  ro l e  i n  b u i l d i n g  t h e  revolut io nary 
s o c i e ty and p r e s e rving the un i ty o f  the family . 

6 .  The  r e c o gn i t i o n o f  ma tern i ty , chi l dhood and  
y o u th s e rvi c e s  as  an e conomic  inve s tmen t .  

Th us , w e  c an c o n c l ud e  th a t  the po s i t ion  o f  women a c c o rding  

t o  t h e  p h i l o s ophy o f  the Revo l u t i o n  i s  t h a t  i t  represen t s  

h al f t h e  s o c i e ty ,  equal  w i th man i n  r i gh t s  and duti e s , e n j oying 

e q u a l  s h a r e s  i n  the  r e turn s o f  pro gr e s s ,  and equa l ly re spon s i b l e  

i n  a c h i e v i ng p ro g re s s  and  d e ve lopme n t  i n  a manner tha t doe s 

n o t  c o n t r a d i c t  wi th h e r  p a r t i cular natur e  and her spe c i a l  

r o l e  i n  b r i n g i n g  up a n d  n u r turing  t h e  n e w  and future g e n e r a ­

t i o n s . 

We  c an now e a s i l y  po i n t  the  f o l l owing  d i s t i n c t i on s : 

F i r s t : Thus , t h e  p r a c t i c a l  app l i ca t ion o f  the  

e s s en c e  o f  the  I s l am i c  re l i g i o n  and i t s  p o s i tion  on wome n ,  and  

a t o t a l  e l i m i n a t ion  and tho rough  c l e a n s i n g  of  all  b l emi s h e s ­

t h a t  t a rn i s h e d  the  progre s s i ve e s s e n c e  o f  r e l i gion a c ro s s  th e 

a g e s . 

S e co n d : Th i s  repre s e n t s  h armon y  that c o n forms w i th 

d i spo s i t i o n , and  w i t h  n a t u r e  whi ch endowe d woman w i th d i s ­

t i n c t i ve c h a r ac t e r  and functions tha t di f fe r e n t iate  between  

h e r  a n d  the  man . 

Th i rd : . Th i s  equa l i ty i s  unbi n d ing and uncon d i -

t i on a l  e x c e p t  f o r  wha t  i s  d i c t a ted  b y  the part icul ar n a t u r e  
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o f  wome n . 

F o urth : T h i s  ma k e s  i t  in admi s s ible  to cons ider  

women  a pa s s i ve p a r ty i n  l i fe , un i nvolve d i n  the proc e s s  of  

b ui l d i n g  and  d e ve l op i ng the  s o c iety . Thus , the cour s e  that  

p e r ta i n s  t o  women i n  the S o c i a l i s t  Pe opl e ' s  Libyan Arab 

Jamah i r i ya c a n  be d i f i n e d  in the fol lowing ge neral  out l i ne s : 

1 .  Woman i s  a p a r t n e r  i n  the p o l i t i ca l  dec i s i o n ­

m a k i n g  p r o c e s s  w i th i n  the  po l i t i c a l  framewo rk rooted  i n  the 

P e o pl e ' s  A u t h o r i ty . Thu s , in  her part i c ipa t i on woman i s  

e q u i va l e n t  t o  man s i n c e  th e authority o f  the ma s s e s  i s  em- . c  

b o d i e d  i n  t h e  Popul a r  Peop l e s ' Congre s s e s  wh i ch repre s e n t  

a l l  c i t i ze n s  o f  bo th s e xe s . 

2 .  T h e  Rig h t  to Education  - Education i s  comp u l -

s o ry u p  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  the  p repara tory s tage . I t  a ffirms  

t h e  commi tme n t  of  so c i e ty t o  e duca t e  a n d  e l iminate  i l l i t e r a cy 

a m on g  a dul t wome n who mi s s e d  the opportu n i ty for e duca t i o n . 

3 .  T h e  Ri gh t t o  Wo r k  and  Equa l Pay - ! n  the 

S o c i a l i s t  P e opl e ' s  L ibyan A ra b  Jama h i r iy a ,  l aw do e s  no t d i f ­

f e r e n t i a t e  b e tw e e n  me n a n d  wome n  wi th r e g a rd t o  t h e  r i g h t  t o  

w o r k  a n d  adva n c em e n t  in va r i ou s  po s i t i o n  i n c luding the h i ghe s t  

p o s t s . A l s o  i t  do e s  no t d i f fe r e n t i a t e  in pay when qua l i f i ca tion 

i s  e q ua l ;  and women , moreo ve r ,  have the trade un i o n s  f i e l d  

o p e n  t o  them  t o  c o nduc t th e i r  a c t ivi t i e s  through them . 

4 .  The Women ' s  R i g h t s  to cho o s e  the ir husban d s  -

P e r s o n a l  Law No . 1 7 6 for t h e  year  1 9 7 2  s t a t e s  th at  the L i byan  

w o m e n ' s  r i gh t s  to cho o s e  th e i r  husband  a n d  i t  also  s t a t e s  tha t 

t h e  adul t g i r l  h a s  the r i g h t  to get  marr i e d  wi thout the  n e e d  
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f o r  a guar d i a n , a n d  i t  a l s o  grants  h e r  the right to s e ek 

d i vo r c e  whe n e ve r  the va l i d  r e a son and c i rums tances  ar i s e . 

5 .  Th e Ri ght  to  Spe c i a l  Care  - In  Law No . 5 8 ,  

t h e r e  a re s p e c i a l  o rders  p ro vi d i ng fo r spe c i al care  for  

w o m e n  a n d  s om e  o f  these  are  the  f o l l ow i n g :  

a )  Fu l l y  p a i d  pregnancy l e ave ; 

b )  Fu l l y  p a i d  p o s t -pregnancy l e a ve ; 

c )  I n surance  o f  free  me d i c a l  care  for women 
b e fo re , d ur i n g  and a fter  d e l i very ; 

d )  Pro v i s i o n  o f  t ime for  ch i l d  f e e ding everyday ; 

e )  Women should  n o t  work mo r e  than 4 8  hours a 
we e k  i n c lu d i n g  o ve r - t ime h o ur � ;  

f )  Women should  no t work b e tw e e n  th e hours o f  
8 : 00 p . m .  a n d  7 : 0 0 a . m e x c ep t  in j o b s  a n d  
o c c a s io n s  t h a t  are  de termi n e d  b y  a de c i s i o n  
i s s ued  b y  t h e  S e c re t a ry f o r  Pub l i c  Servi c e ; 

g )  Commitme n t  o f  any e s t abl i s hment  o r  department 
emp l o y i n g  f i f t y  women o r  more  in  one  work area 
t o  provide  a nur s e ry s c ho o l  for  the i r  ch i l dren . 

6 .  The  Ri gh t to  S o c ial  Care a n d  I n fo rma t i on - Th i s  

i s  a c c ompl i s he d  thro ugh th e c e n t e r s  for s o c i a l  i n fo rma t i o n  

who s e  f un c t i o n  i s  t o  i n f o rm and  e ducate mothers  a n d  young  

l a d i e s  who d ropp e d  th e i r  e ducation  in  its  e arly  s tage-s ,  and  

t o  qua l i fy g i r l s  f rom l im i t e d  i n come fam i l i e s  and fami l i e s  

w i th l a rge  n umber  o f  f ami l y  membe r s . 

7 .  S o c i a l  S e cur i ty Right - The woman h a s  th e r i ght 

to  s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  a c c o rd i n g  to Law No . 7 2 / 1 9 7 3  wh i ch p ro v i d e s  

s o c i a l  s e c ur i ty r i gh t s  for  e v e ry c i t i ze n . 
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V .  WOMAN AND THE S OC IETY : 

1 .  Wom a n  a s  a l abor forc e :  

B e fore  1 9 6 9  th e working woman d id no t repre s e n t  

b u t  a m i n i ma l p e r c e n t a ge o f  t h e  wo rk ing force . After  the  

r e vo l u t io n  t h e  wo man was  c apa b l e  o f  pro v i n g  her ide n t i ty and  

e v i d e n c i n g  h e r  pre s e n c e  i n  the  l abor f i e l d s . In 1 9 7 5 , the  

n um b e r  of  L i b y a n  women  wo rk ing r e a ched  3 5 , 3 8 5  compared t o  

4 3 0 , 0 0 0  wor k i ng men  o r  7 . 6 % o f  the  t o t a l  working fo rce . The 

t a b l e  b e l o w  s hows the  per c e n t age  of wo rk i n g  fema l e s to ma l e s 

d u r i ng t h e  p e r io c  1 9 7 5 - 1 9 8 0 . 

( #  i n  t h o u s an d s ) 

A C T u A L PROJECTED 

1 9 7 5  1 9 7 6 1 9 7 7  1 9 7 8  1 9 7 9  1 9 8 0  

F em a l e s  3 5  3 8 4 0  4 3  4 6  4 9  
M a l e s  4 3 1  4 4 4 4 6 0  4 7 5  4 9 2 5 1 0  
T o t a l  4 6 6  4 8 2 5 0 0  5 1 8  5 3 8  5 5 9  

f emal e s  
t .o ma l e s  7 . 6 % 7 . 8 % 8 . 0 % 8 . 2 % 8 . 5 % 8 . 7 % 

This is in add i t i o n  to the f a c t  t h a t  the p l an for 

s o c i a l and e co nomic  c hange  gra n t s  prior i ty to the n e ce s s i ty 

o f  invo l v i n g  wome n in  e conomic  a c t i v i ty t hrough the  i n t e n s ive 

r a p i d  t r a i n i n g  cour s e s  and a v a i l ing them o f  the new opp o r tun i t i e s  

wh i c h  w i l l  b e  provided t o  h e r  b y  t h e  ind u s tr i a l  progre s s  i n  

t h e  na t ion . 
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MON TH  F E MALE S MALES  TO'l'AL FACTORIES  Ill OF FEMALE 
TO  MALE S 

J a n ua ry 4 4 8  2 , 1 1 8 2 , 5 6 6  8 2 1 1  

F eb r u ar y  4 4 6  2 , 2 3 6  2 , 6 8 2  8 2 0 1  

Ma r c h  4 4 2  2 , 2 2 4  2 , 6 6 6  8 2 0 1  

Ap r i l  4 7 3  1 , 7 3 5  2 , 2 0 8 7 2 7 \ 

M a y  4 9 0 1 , 6 9 1  2 , 1 8 1  7 2 9 \  

J u n e  4 8 0  1 , 6 9 1  2 , 1 7 1  6 2 8 \  

J u l y 4 7 6 2 , 1 8 9  2 , 6 6 5  7 2 2 ,  

A u g u s t  4 7 6  2 , 2 8 9 2 , 7 6 5  7 2 1 ,  

S ep t e mb e r  4 7 5  2 , 1 2 2  2 , 5 9 7  6 2 2 1  

O c tob e r  4 4 6 2 , 2 0 7  2 , 6 5 3  6 2 0 1  

No vember  4 2 3  2 , 2 6 0  2 , 6 8 3  6 1 9 111  

De c e mb e r 4 1 2 1 , 9 9 0  2 , 4 0 2  6 2 1 1  

TOTAL 5 , 4 8 7  2 4 , 7 5 2  3 0 , 2 3 9  - - - - - -

The  tabl e above  g i ve s  a n  i de a  o f  the  numb e r  o f  wom e n  

wor k i n g  i n s o m e  f a c to r i e s  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  the  S e c r� t ar i a t  o f  

I n d us t r y  f o r  t h e  y e a r  1 9 7 7 . 

T h e  f o l lowing  t a b l e s hows the  d i s t r ibuti o n  o f  

females a n d  males wo rk i ng i n  t h e d i f fe r e n t  e conom i c  a c t i vi t i e s  

f rom 1 9 7 5  t h r o ugh 1 9 7 7 . 
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ECONOMI C  ACT IVITY 1 9 7 5 1 9 7 6 1 9 7 

Total  Mal e s  Fema l e s  T o t a l  M a l e s  F ema l e s  T o t a l  ; Ma l e s  Fema l e s  
' 

Ag ri cul ture , Fore s - 1 1 5 . 5  1 0 0 . 5  1 5 . 0  1 1 4 . 9  9 9 . 6  1 5 . 3  1 1 6 . 3  1 0 0 . 7 1 5 . 6  

try & F i s h e r i e s  

O i l  8 . 0  7 . 9  0 . 1  8 . 5  8 . 4  0 . 1  9 . 1  9 . 0  0 . 1  

Qua r r i e s  & o ther 4 . 1  4 . 1 0 . 0  4 . 1  4 . 1  o . o  4 . 3  4 . 3  o . o  

m i n er a l s  

Manufac tur ing 1 9 . 1  1 7 . 5  1 .  6 2 1 . l 1 9 . 4  1 .  7 2 4 . 6  2 2 . 8  1 . 8  

E l e c tr i c i ty 9 . 4  9 . 3  0 . 1  9 . 9 9 . 8  0 . 1 1 0 . 5  1 0 . 4  0 . 1  

Co n s truction  3 4 . 3  3 4 . 2  0 . 1  3 4 . 4  3 4 . 3  0 . 1  3 8 . 8 3 8 . 7  0 . 1  

Trade 4 0 . 8  4 0 . 5  0 . 3  4 3 . 6  4 3 . 3  0 . 3  4 5 . 8  4 5 . 5  0 . 3  

Transpo rtat ion  & 4 7 . 3  4 6 . 9  0 . 4 4 9 . 2  4 8 . 9  0 . 3  5 3 . 7  5 3 . 4  0 . 3  
Commun ic ation  

F i n an c i al S e rvi c e s 6 . 1  5 . 7  0 . 4 6 . 5  6 . 0  0 . 5  7 . 0  6 . 3  0 . 7  

P ub l i c  Admi n i s tr a- 6 5 . 9  6 3 . 9  2 . 0  6 9 . 2  6 6 . 2  3 . 0  7 1 . 9  6 8 . 9  3 . 0  
t i o n  

E duc a t i o n  S e r v i c e s  4 3 . 9  4 3 . l  0 . 8  4 7 . 9  3 8 . 8  9 . 1 5 2 . 9  4 2 . 3  1 0 . 6  

H e a l th S e rv i c e s  2 0 . 7  1 5 . 0  5 . 7  2 1 .  7 1 5 . 4  6 . 3  2 3 . 1  1 6 . 1  7 . 0  

Other  S e r v i c e s  3 9 . l  3 8 . 0  1 . 1  3 9 . 1  3 8 . 4  0 . 7  4 0 . 8  4 0 . 4  0 . 4  

T OTAL 4 5 4 . 1  4 1 9 . 4  3 4 0 . 7  3 7 0 . l  4 3 3 . 2  3 6 . 9  4 9 8 . 8  4 5 8 . 8  4 0 . 0  

The  pr e v i o u s  tab l e  s hows  the  i n c r e as e  i n  the Libyan  wo m e n ' s  c o n t r ibut i o n  

t o  the va r i o u s  a c t iv i t i e s a n d  p r o f e s s i o n s  p a r t i cu l a r l y  t h a t  o f  e du c a t i on , h e a l th 

s e rvi c e s  a n d  admin s t r a t i ve b u s i n e s s .  

I .... 
w 

I 
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2 .  Wom a n  a n d  e duc a t io n : 

T h e  woma n ' s  i n va s io n  o f  the e d u c a t iona l f i e l d  r e ­

p r e s e n t s  t h e  g e n u i n e  me a s u r e  of  h e r  par t i cipation i n  c r e a t i ng 

t h e  l i f e o f  the fu ture . S t a t i s t i c s  poi n t  to the continued  

i n c r e a s e  i n  the  number of  g i r l s  wh o wer e o f f ered opportun i t i e s  

i n  e d u c a t i on i n  the y e a r s  o f  t h e  Revo l u t ion . It  is  wo rth  

m e n t i o n i n g tha t the  numb e r  o f  gi r l s  in e l ementary s choo l s  

r e ac h e d  4 6 %  o f  the  total  n umb e r  o f  s t u d e n t s . Thi s shows that 

approx ima t e l y  h a l f  the number o f  e l em e n tary school  s tudents  

are  g i r l s . The fo l l owing  t ab l e s  i l l u s tr ate  the woman ' s  ma r ch 

i n  e d u c a t i o n  a t  a l l  i t s  s ta ge s  in the p e r iod 1 9 7 5  to 1 9 8 0 . 

T ab l e  s howing the number o f  g i r l  s t udents  in var ious  

s ta ge s of  e d u c a t i on from 1 9 7 4 to  1 9 7 7 :  

Ac a d em i c  E l e m e n - Frepara- Jun i or T e a c h - Uni ver - El emt . P rep . 
Y e a r  

1 9 7 4 - 7 5  

1 9 7 5 - 7 6 

1 9 7 6 - 7 7  

t a ry to ry H i gh e r s  s i ty Qu�an Quran 

2 3 4 , 3 6 0  2 5 , 4 0 1  2 , 9 5 1  1 0 , 9 6 6  1 , 2 8 2  6 , 0 5 0  - - -

2 5 2 , 1 3 0  3 9 , 08 8  3 , 9 8 1  1 2 , 2 5 8  1 , 5 7 5  7 , 0 7 4  3 

2 6 3 , 2 0 8  5 3 , 2 6 1  4 , 8 0 7  1 3 , 2 9 9  1 , 8 4 2  8 , 3 0 2  5 5  

Ano t h e r  t a b l e  s how ing t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  i n  the increa s e  
o f  fema l e  s tude n t s  i n  va r i ous s t age s o f  educa ti on f rom 
1 9 7 4 to 1 9 7 7 : 

T e e r  

- - -

l O E  

4 3 � 

A c a d e m i c  E l eIT1e n - Prepara- High Te a c h e r  Eleme nt . Techn i c a l  
Y e a r  t a ry t o ry S c hool  Qura n i c  

1 9 7 4 - 7 5  2 6 8 %  71 6 %  3 1 3 %  4 9 8 %  3 3 3 %  - - -

1 9 7 5 - 7 6  2 8 8 %  1 1 0 2 %  4 2 2 %  5 5 6 %  3 8 9 %  - - -

1 9 7 6 - 7 7  3 0 1 %  1 5 0 2 %  5 0 9 %  60 3 %  4 5 7 %  4 1 4 %  
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V I . ACADEM I C  S C HO LARS H I P S  AB ROAD : 

S i n c e  t h e  t im e  i t  w a s  d e c i d e d  t o  s e nd s tud e n t s  to  

s t udy  abro ad a n d  up  t o  1 9 6 9 ,  th e number  o f  tho s e  a c t u a l ly  

s e n t  fo r c o l l e ge e d uc a t i o n  wa s 7 7 7  s t ud e n t s  and  for  po s t -

g r a dua t e  e duc a t i o n  wa s 8 9  s t u d e n t s . T h e  wom e n  r ep r e s e n t e d  

w e r e  a h an d f u l . Wh i l e  we f i n d  th a t  e v e r s i n c e  the  1 s t  o f  

S ep t emb e r  Re vo l u t i o n  i n  1 9 6 9  and  up t o  1 9 7 7 , t h e  n umber  o f  

ma l e  a n d  f ema l e  s t ud e n t s  s e n t  a b r o a d  f o r  c o l l e ge educ a t i o n  

wa s 2 , 1 1 6  a n d  1 , 5 2 7  f o r  po s t - gr a du a t e  s t ud i e s  among  whom 

1 4 4  w e r e  f e m a l e  s t u d e n t s . 

th i s : 

Th e fo l lo w i n g  t a b l e i l l u s t r a t e s  

Un i ve r s i ty P o s t - g r a d . M a r r i e d  S i n g l e  F e ma l e  
s t u dy s tudy  S tud e n t  

2 , 1 1 6  1 , 5 2 3  7 9 3  2 , 0 0 1  

Mor e o ve r ,  th e gre a t e r  ma j o r i ty o f  t h e  w i v e s o f  t h e  

s tud e n t s  s t udy i n g  abroad who number 7 9 3  a r e  b e n e f i t i n g  f rom  r e ­

s o l u t i o n  2 0  i s s u e d  i n  1 9 7 5  wh i c h  r e s o l ve s  t h a t the  S e c r e t a r i a t  

f o r  Educ a t io n  w i l l  s ho ul d e r  t h e  ac ad e m i c  f e e s  a n d  e xp e n s e s  

a n d  th e p r i c e s  o f  b o o k s  wh e n e v e r  t h e  w i f e  o f  t h e  s t u de n t  e n ­

r o l l s f o r  f u r t h e r  s t u d y , b e  i t  h i gh s c ho o l , c o l l e ge o r  p o s t -

g r a d ua t e  s tudy . Many  o f  t h e s e  w i v e s  we r e  e n co u r a g e d  to  m a k e  

u s e  o f  thi s r e s o l u t i o n . 

Th u s , we  f i n d  t h a t t h e  p e r c e n t a ge o f  th e i n c r e a s e  

i n  e d uc a t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  Revo l u t i o n  a n d up t o  t h e  ac a d emi c y e a r  

1 9 7 7  h a s r i s e n  t o  1 7 0 %  a t  t h e  c o l l e g e e du c a t i o n  l e ve l . 

1 4 4  
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T h e  n umbe r  o f  t h o s e  a t tending p o st-graduate studies  

h a s  r i s e n th i r t e en fo l d  o f  wha t  i t  was b e fo r e  th e Revo l ution  

as  t h e  fo l l ow i n g  table  s h ow s : 

V I I . 

Ki n d  o f  Up to From % i nc rease  
E d u c a t i o n  1 9 6 9 1 9 6 9 - 7 7  

C o l l e ge  7 7 7  2 , 6 9 6  3 4 7 %  

Po s t -g r a <l . 1 7 6  1 , 5 2 3  8 0 7 %  

CENTERS  FOR ADULT E D UCAT I ON AND C OMBATTING I LLITERACY : 

The  pro j e c t  for e l iminating  i l l i teracy  in the 

S o c i a l i s t  P e op l e ' s  L i byan Arab  Jamahiriya  g ive s th e woman an 

e q u a l if not a l arger  share  than th at of man , by e s t abl i s hing  

n um e ro us c e n t e r s  of  adult  e ducation  and e l im in ation of i l ­

l i t e r a c y  p a r t i c ul ar ly fo r women . The numbe r  o f  the s e  c e n ters  

r e a ch e d  3 5 0  by  1 9 7 7  d i s t r i b u t e d  al l pver  the  Jamah i r i ya . 

The s e  c e n te r  c a rr y  out  the educ a t i o n  of adul ts b e ­

s i d e s  t r a i n i n g  women i n  h ome e co nomi c s , s ew i n g , and c h i l d  

c a r e . The y  a l s o t e a c h  comp l imen tary cour s e s  for th e prepara tory 

a nd h i gh s c ho o l s  i n  the  e v e n i n g s . After  t h e  s tude n t  re c e ives  

her  c e r t i f i c a t e , she  could  then conti nue her  s tud i e s  up to the 

e nd of h i gh s c ho o l  a t  sp e c i a l l y de s i gna t e d  c e n ters . The 

f o l l ow i n g  t ab l e  is an examp l e of cours e s  for combat t ing i l ­

l i t e r a cy c o n d u c t e d  a l l  acro s s  the  Jamah i r i y a  i n  1 9 7 7 . 
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S e s s i o n s  C l a s s e s  S tu de n t s  T e a c h e r s  S ch o o l s  
C e n t e r s  

1 s t  S e s s i o n  2 1 8  2 , 8 2 1  3 3 2  1 0 0  
( 1 9 7 6 - 7 7 )  

2 n d  S e s s i o n  1 6 7  2 , 0 2 7  3 0 2  7 5  
( 1 9 7 6 - 7 7 )  

TOTAL 3 8 5  4 , 8 4 8  6 3 4  1 7 5 

Co mp l e m e n t a r y  6 3  1 , 1 2 9  1 3 0  - - -

S e s s i o n  
( 1 9 7 6 - 7 7 ) 

Eve n i n g  P r e p . 3 5  9 8 7  1 1 2  - - -

S e s s i o n  
( 1 9 7 6 - 7 7 )  

E ve n i n g  H i gh 1 4  2 3 1  4 4  - - -
S c ho o l  

( 1 9 7 6 - 7 7 )  

TO TAL 1 1 2  2 , 3 4 7  2 8 6  - - -

Th e n umbe r  o f  wom e n  who o b t a i n e d  a l i t e r a cy c e r t i ­

f i c a t e  i n  1 9 7 6 - 1 9 7 7  w a s  4 , 4 6 1  s tu de n t s  a n d  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t h e  

e d uc a t i o n a l  s e s s i o n  wa s s i x mo n ths . 

The  n umbe r o f  g i r l s a n d  wome n  w h o  a t t e n d e d  l i t e ra cy 

sessions i n  1 9 7 5  a n d  1 9 7 8  a r e  t h e  fo l l ow i n g :  

A G E 1 9 7 5  1 9 7 8  

G i r l s b e twe e n  1 5  to  2 4  - - - - - -

& o v e r  i n  bo th 

Ru ra l & urban  a re a s  5 , 7 0 2  6 , 7 7 5 

O l d e r  wome n i n  r u r a l  2 , 2 0 2  2 , 4 0 0  
a r e a s  

O l d e r  wo m e n  i n  u r b a n  3 , 5 0 0  4 , 3 7 5 
a r e a s  
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SCHOOLS  FOR RE L I GI OUS  EDUCAT I ON : 

T h e r e  a r e  s p e c i a l  s c ho o l s in  t h e  Jamahiriya fo r 

r e l i g i o u s  e d u c a t i o n  wh i c h  e n j o y s  a supr eme  po s i tion in a l l  

s ch oo l s , in s t i tu t e s  a n d  t h e  n ew s  media . T h e s e  rel igious 

s c h oo l s  have deve loped  and  spread after  t h e  1st  o f  September 

R e vo l u t i o n . The n umbe r  o f  s tudents  a t t e n d i n g  e l ementary 

r e l i g i o u s  s c h o o l s  in 1 9 7 6 - 1 9 7 7 reached  2 0 , 5 1 6  o f  whom 1 2 , 2 1 4  

w e r e  ma l e s  a n d  8 , 3 0 2  fema l e s . Wi th th e c o n c l us ion o f  t h e  

1 9 7 6 - 1 9 8 0  p l a n  the  numb e r  o f  ma l e  s tud en t s  w i l l  r e a c h  1 9 , 4 0 8  

a n d  t h a t  o f  f e ma l e  s tuden t s  9 , 9 0 7  an  inc r e a s e  o f  7 1 . 8 % .  

I X .  S C HOOLS  F OR THE HANDI CAPPED : 

A f t e r  the  1 s t  o f  Septembe r  Revo l ution  and fo r the 

f i r s t  t ime  in the  h i s to r y  of c ompu l s ory e d uc a t ion in Libya , ­

w e  f i n d  t h a t  t h e  i s sue  o f  e duc a t i o n  and c a r e  for the handi­

c apped  has  b e e n  g i ven i t s  worth  of utmo s t  a t t e n t io n  at  the  

o f f i c i a l  l e v e l  a n d  o n  s c i e n t i f i c  gro un d s , s i n c e  the  previous  

e f fo r t s  w e r e  confined  to t h e  ac tivi t i e s  of  vo lun tary agen c i e s  

a n d  wh a te v e r  s upp o r t  t h e  S e c r e t ar ia t  o f  Labour a n d  So c i a l  

S e r v i c e s  have  e x t e n d e d  t o  t h e s e  agen c i e s . Th e s e  e f forts were  

m a i n ly d i r e c t e d  toward the  b l i n d  alo n e . In  1 9 7 1 , the hand i ­

c a pp e d  h a d  t h e  r i ght t o  e d u c a t ion , and  the Ama l  S chool  w a s  

o p e n e d i n  Tripol i in  1 9 7 2 - 7 3  a n d  ano ther i n  Be ngha z i  in  1 9 7 3 . 

B y  the  e n d  o f  1 9 8 0 ,  two o th e r  i n s t i tu t i o n s  w i l l  be e s tabl i s h e d  



- 1 9 -

f o r t h e  e d u c a t io n  o f  the d e af and mute among the handicapped 

of b o t h  s ex e s . 

X .  THE  MARCH OF THE REVOL UT I ONARY ACHIEVEMENT FOR WOMEN : 

T h e  s o c i a l  and e co nomi cal  deve l opmen t  th a t  wa s un ­

leashed a f t e r  th e Re vo l u t i on does  n o t  concern i t s e l f  with the 

d e v e l opmen t o f  o n e  of the  many a sp e c t s  o f  s o c i e ty o r  o n e  

g r o up o ve r  t h e  o t he r . I t  i s  r a t h e r  th e p rope r ty o f  the who l e  

s o c i e ty w i t h  i t s  m e n  a n d  women . W e  wi l l  a t t emp t h e re t o  

t h r o w  s om e  l i g h t  on  wha t  g a i n  th e woman h a s  a ch ieved thro ugh 

t h e  v a r i o u s  r e vo l ut i on ary deve l opmen t  progr ammes . 

1 .  Wom a n  a nd t h e  Agr a r i an Revo l u t i o n : 

T h e  emph a s i s  h a s  been  on  the deve l opment of t h e  

e n e rg i e s  o f  wome n  so a s  to b e come a n  e nh a n c ing  a n d  de c i s ive 

fa c to r  i n  th e a g r i c ul tur a l  deve lopment  s e c to r . To real i z e  

th i s , e n d  a c t i on h a s  s t ar t e d  i n  prep a ring  a n d  running  c e n t e r s  

f o r  rura l d e v e l opme n t  a t  t h e  a gr i c u l tura l  pro j e c t s  t o  i n form , 

e d u c a t e  a n d  p r ep a r e  their  d a ugh ters  and  w i v e s  o f  farme r s , and 

t r a i n  them in a l l  that  wi l l  be of  b en e f i t  to them - th e i r  

f a r m  a n d  so c i e ty . The s e  rural  deve l opm e n t c e n t e r s  fun c t ion  

w i th in a comp r e h e n s i ve programme wh i ch i n cludes  c l a s s e s  i n  

b a s i c l i t e r a c y  e ducat ion , home economic s ,  h e a l th awa re n e s s ,  

a g r i c u l tural  i n fo rma t ion , r e l i g ious educ a t i o n , s ewing , e t c . 

T h e  g r a d ua t e s  o f  ru ral  deve l opment centers are o f  two c a t e go ri e s : 
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F i r s t c a t ego ry : Th i s  a ims  a t  t h e  deve lopment o f  the 

h o u s e w i f e  w i th regard to modern hous e - k e ep i ng and the per form­

a n c e  o f  a l l  i t s  n e c e s s i t i e s  s uc h  a s  c h i l d  care , health and 

n ut r i t i o n  a w a r e n e s s , p ar t i c ip a t io n  in  t a k i n g  care of the  

f a rm ,  p o ul t r y , c a t t l e ,  a l l  this  toge th e r  wi th genera l l y  ra i s ing  

h e r  i n t e l l e c t ual  aware n e s s . 

S e c o n d  c a t ego ry : Th i s  r epre s e n t s  tho s e  who had a share  

o f  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  i t  a im s  a t  gradua ting  rural  van guards  wi th 

a h i g h  l e v e l of di f f e re n t  h ome s k i l l s  a n d  general  knowl edge , 

who w i l l  l a t e r  b e  charge d wi th the  informa t i on and edu c a t i o n  

o f  t h e  f am i l y  a n d  commun i t y , and  tra i n i n g  and  teaching  a t  the 

r u r a l  d e ve l opme n t  c e n t e r s . Work at th e s e  c e nters  has  b e en 

a r r a n g e d  a s  fo l lows : 

1 .  T h e  m i n imum p e r i o d  for  e a ch s e s s i o n  i s  n i n e  
mo n th s ;  

2 .  T r a n sp o r t a t ion t o  and  from i s  f re e ; 

3 .  I n  e a c h  c e n te r  t h e r e  i s  a nur s e r y  s choo l fo r 
c h i l dr e n  o f  marr i e d  teacher s ;  

4 .  Th e tra i n e r s  a r e  given  a mo n th l y  a l l owance  o f  
twen ty d i n a r s  f o r  wives  and t e n  d i nars for u n ­
ma r r i e d  g i rl s ; 

5 .  T h e  h i gh achi eve r s  a re g i ven  a t  the end  o f  t h e  
s e s s i o n  a rewa r d  that  i n c l ude s a re frige ra to r ,  
s e wing  ma c h in e , an indus trial  machine , woo l  
fabr i c s ,  e t c . Th e n umbe r  o f  g r a duates  from th e s e  
c e n t e r s  i n  1 9 7 7  was  6 2 2  (marr i e d and s i ngl e women ) .  

X I . HOME ECONOMICS  CENTE RS : 

T h e r e are  two c e n te r s  devoted  to rural girl s ,  one  

i n  Tripo l i , t h e  other  i n  B e ng h a z i  wh i ch h ave the  s ame o b j e c t ive s 
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a n d  go a l s o f  t h e  rura l d e v e l opme n t  c e n t e r s . 

X I I . 

T a bl e s ho w i ng the  n umbe r  o f  tra in e e s  who at tended 
t h e  two c e n t e r s  fro m  1 9 7 4  to 1 9 7 7 : 

G RADUA T I ON YEAR NUMBER  
TRIPOLI  

1 9 7 4 - 1 9 7 5  3 0  

1 9 7 5 - 1 9 7 6  4 4  

1 9 7 6 - 1 9 7 7  5 5  

WOMAN AND HEALTH S E RV I C ES : 

O F  GRADUATES  
BENGHAZI  

1 4  

1 4  

- -

H e a l th e d uc a t i o n  s c hool s f o r  women were e s tab l i sh e d  

i n  a l l  reg i o n s  o f  t h e  Jamah ir iya  whe r e  N ur s e  As s i s tan t s choo l s  

w e re a d d e d  t o  2 1  h o sp i t a l s  a c r o s s  th e c o un try to a ch i e ve 

t h e s e  two g o a l s : 

F i r s t :  To over come the  o b s t a c l e  o f  tradition  wh i c h  t i l l  

then  h amp e r e d  the  g i r l s moveme n t s . 

S e c o n d : To e n ab l e  h e r  to be o f  s e r v i c e  to her  community  

and  to  s h o r t  cut  the  d i s t a n c e b e tween immob i l i ty 

and  re vo l u t i o n ary a c t i o n  i n  the sho r t e s t  t ime 

po s s i b l e . 

Th e n umb e r  o f  gra dua tes  from 1 9 7 2  to 1 9 7 7  r e a c h e d  

approx i ma t e l y  2 , 5 5 4  gra d ua t e s . 

A c c o r d i n g  to the  n e w  p la n n ing ,  the  h e a l th e d u c a t i o n  

p rogramme  i s  a t  two l e ve l s : 
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T h e  g r a d u a t e  w i l l  b e  g r a n t e d  a d i p l oma e quiva l e n t  

t o  t h e  t e c hn i c a l  h i g h  s c h o o l  c e r t i f i c a t e  a f t e r  t h r e e  y e a r s  

o f  s t u d y  b y  t ho s e  w h o  a l r e a d y  h a v e  o b t a i n e d  t h e  p r e p a r a t o r y  

c e r t i f i c a t e ; a n d  a f t e r  t wo y e a r s t o  t ho s e  who  ho l d  t he c e r­

t i f i c a t e  o f  A s s i s t an t  N u r s e . Ap p o i n tme n t  o n  t he b a s i s  o f 

t h i s  d i p l o m a  w i l l  b e  a t  t h e  s ix t h  l ev e l  c l a s s i f i e d , i n  a d d i ­

t i o n  t o  a c c om o d a t i o n  a n d  m o n t h l y a l l o w a n c e . 

S t a t i s t i c a l  c h a rt  o f  g r a d u a t e s  o f  h e a l t h  
i n s t i t u t e s  f r om 1 9 7 5  t o  1 9 7 7  

I N s T I T u T E s 

T r i p o l i  B e n g h a z i S e b h a  A l b a i d a  A l z aw i a  D e r n a  T o t a l  

3 0  2 5  - - - - - - - - - - - - 5 5  

5 8  2 8  - - - - - - - - - - - - 8 6  

- - - - - - 1 6  1 6  - - - - - - 3 2  

C a t e g o r y c h a r t f r om 1 9 7 6  t o  1 9 8 0 

C a t e g o r y  1 9 7 6  1 9 7 7  1 9 7 8  1 9 7 9  1 9 8 0 T o t a l 

A s s i s t a n t  4 7 2  5 2 6  1 , 2 0 0  1 , 5 0 0  1 , 5 0 0  5 , 2 0 0  

N u r s e  

N u r s e s  9 2  1 9  2 8 9  4 0 0  4 0 0  1 , 3 0 0  

M i d w i v e s  - - - 3 0  3 0  3 0  3 0  1 2 0  

Health Edu- - - - 3 0  3 0  3 0  3 0  1 2 0  

cation vis itrs 
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C h a r t  showi n g  t h e  deve l o pme n t  i n  the  numb er 
o f  b a s i c  h e a l t h f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  women 1 9 7 4 - 1 9 7 8 

F a c i l i t i e s 1 9 7 4  1 9 7 5  1 9 7 6  T o t a l 

C o l l e c t iv e  6 1 2  1 2  3 0  
C l in i c s  

A s s t .  N u r s e s  9 4  9 6  9 9  2 8 9  
S c ho o l s 

Ma t e r n i t y  & 1 9  1 9  2 2  6 0  
C h i ld c e n t e r s  

He a l t h  In s t i - 3 5 7 1 5  
t u t e s  

T ab l e  b e l ow s ho w s  a c omp ar i s o n o f  ma t e r n i t y  
a n d  c h i l d  c a r e  a c t iv i t y  f o r  1 9 7 5  t o  1 9 7 7  

( s e e  t ab l e  o n  p a g e  2 4 )  
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I T E M  

* N u mb e r o f  C e n t res  

* No . of  p re gn a n t  wome n who a re reg i s te r­
e d  fo r t he f i r s t t i me • 

* No . o f  p re g n an t women who f re q uen t 
t h e c e n t r e s  

* No . o f  wome n a n d  c h i l d ren who f r eq uen t 
t h e  c e n t re s  

* No , o f  n u r s 1  l n g s  w h o  a r e r e g i s te r ed  
t h e f I r s t t I me 

* C h i l d r e n  ( l  to 6 y e a-rs ) who a re 
re g i s te re d  fo r t h e  f i r s t t i me 

* C h i l d re n  v i s i t i n g  t he  no rma l .  c-h l l d 
c l f n f c  

* F r e q u e n t p a t f e n t s  

* Ch i l d re n  v i s i t i n g t h e den t i s t  

* Qu a n t i t y o f  m� t k  g i ve n  

* B G G  V a cc i n a t i on s  

* T h r ee - t i me I mmu n i za t i on ,  comp l e te d  
( fo r  d l p h t he r l a .  whoo p l n g· co u g h  a n d  
t e ta n u s )  

t l n fa�t l l e  p a r l a y s l s  va cc i n a t i o n ,  
c o m ii l e d  

* Te t an u s  fo r p re g n a n t women  

* Ac t i va t i ng t e t a n u s  fo r p r e gn a n t  women 

* He·a·s 1 e s  v a e c  I n a t  I o n  

* S ma 1 l pox v a cc i n a t i on 

-1. 9 7 5  

9 4 

3 6 7 8 2  

1 1 0 70 3  

22 3 2 2  

5 5 4 6 1 

4 2 9 2 0 2  

5 2 0 7 1 7 

1 4 2 8 6  

3 0 2 80 2  

5 5 1 1 7  

7 1 5 4 4 

80 8 5 5  

1 3 5 6 0  

6 8 6  

6 1 0 8 5  

5 0  7 1 4  

1 9 7 7  

1 1 2 

5 2 0 1 8 

1 3 9 1 8 8 

2 6 4 58 

6 2 t 3 8  

9 1 8 79 

64 4 9 2 8  

3 9 0 0 9 0  

1 70 9 4  

3 9 8 9 3 2  

5 35 0 8  

1 0 3 0 6 2  

9 9 7 2 6  

1 4 9 7 6  

18 8 

6 4 0 2 0  

6 4 9 5 4  
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X I I I . WOMAN AND THE  SOC IAL SECURITY B I LL : 

The  b e n e f i t s  t h e  woman r e c e i v e s  f r om the p r e v i o u s  

i n s u r a n c e  s y s t em w e r e  v e r y  sma l l , T h a t  s y s t em s e rved  o n l y  

t ho s e  w h o  w e r e  und e r  t h e  c iv i l  s e rvi c e s  b i l l  and a f ew wo rke r s  

i n c l ud e d  b y  t h e  labour  l aw ,  s ome  widows  and  o r phans , and ' wha t 

a s s i s t an c e  t h e y  r e c e iv e d  c o u l d  c e a s e  anyt ime , But  a f t e r  t he 

S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y B i l l  wa s i s s ue d , we f in d  t hat  the  int e rmi t en t , 

l im i t e d , nomi na l f inanc i a l  a s s i s t ance  ha s  t r ans f ormed i n t o  a 

l e g i t ima t e  p e o p l e ' s  r i g h t . guar an t e ed  b y  the  s t a t e , Due  t o  t h i s 

B i l l  t h e  f o l lowing  b e n e f i t s  have  b e en  r e a l i z e d : 

1 .  F inan c i a l  Ben e f i t s : 

A .  D a i ly r emi t t a n c e  in c a s e  o f  s i c kn e s s  or  inj ury ; 
B .  Two d ina r s  p e r  c h i l d  t i l l  t h e  age  o f  18 . 

2 .  P en s i o n s : 

A .  O l d  age  p en s ion ; 
B .  D i s a b l e d  p en s ion ; 
C .  P e rmane n t  i l l n e s s  p ens i o n ; 
D .  B a s i c  p e n s i o n ,  

3 ,  T empo r a ry a s s i s t an c e : 

A ,  D a i ly a s s i s t a n c e  in  c a s e s  o f  s i c kne s s  o r  work  
inj u r y ; 

B ,  D a i l y  a s s i s t an c e  in  c a s e s  o f  unemp loyme n t ; 
c .  Mon t h l y  a s s i s t an c e  in c a s e s  o f  work  f r om t h e  

f o u r t h  mon t h  a f t e r  c h i l d  b i r t h . 

4 .  F am i ly a s s i s t an c e : 

A ,  F our  d in a r s f o r  a wi f e ; 
B .  Two d in a r s  p e r  c h i l d  t i l l  t h e  age  o f  1 8 ; 
c .  Two d i nar s p er daught e r  t i l l  she  g e t s  m a r r i e d , 

5 ,  Spec i a l  a s s i s tance  gran ts : 

A .  2 5  d inars  c h i l d  b i r t h  g r a n t ; 
B .  5 0  d inars  b u r i a l  a s s i s t an c e ;  
C .  G r an t s  f o r  d i s a s t e r s  and eme r g en c i e s  a c c o r d i n g  

t o  t h e  ex t e n t  o f  each  
D .  C ar e  f o r  t h e  inj u r ed  and  the  s i c k ,  
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6 .  C h i l d h o o d  c a r e :  

A .  T h r o u g h  n u r s e r y  s c ho o l s ;  
B .  T h r ou g h  d ay c ar e  c e n t e r s ; 
C .  T h r o u g h  c h i l d ren ' s  p l a y g r o unds . 

7 .  Ab n o rm a l  c a r e : 

A .  F em a l e  j uv en i l e d e l i n q u e n t s ; 
B .  D i s a b l ed j uven i l e  d e l i n q ue n t s . 

8 .  E l d e r ly and  age d c ar e : 

A .  S p e c i a l  c e n t e r s f o r  t h e  a g e d ; 
B .  P r iv a t e  c a r e  a t  home . 

9 .  Ma t e r i a l  as s i s t a n c e  in cas e s  o f  d i s a s t e r s  a n d  
em e rge n c i e s  

A c c o r d i n g  to  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  p r o t e c t in g  t h e c i t i  

t ho s e  f i n an c i a l  b e n e f i t s  s h a l l  b e  r e - c o n s i d e r e d  t o  c omp l y  w i t  

t he v a r y i n g  e x p e n s e s  o f  t h e  s t an d a r d o f  l iving . 

Y e a r  

1 9 7 5  

1 9 7 6  

1 9 7 7 

C h a r t  s ho w i n g  t he d e v e l o pm e n t i n  t he numb e r  
o f  t ho s e  en t i t l e d  t o  h e a l t h  s e c ur i t y  and t h e  
amo u n t  o f  m o n e y  s p e n t  f r om 1 9 7 5  t o  1 9 7 7 : 

I n s u r e d  R e e  ip i en t s  T o t a l  D in'a r s  s p e n t  

3 0 0 , 0 0 0  7 0 0 , 0 0 0  1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  

3 4 0 , 0 0 0  8 4 0 , 0 0 0  1 , 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  

3 6 0 , 0 0 0  8 6 0 , 0 0 0  1 , 2 2 0 , 0 0 0  

N umb e r  o f  w i v e s  i n s u r e d a n d  e n j o y i n g  
t h e  b e ne f i t s  o f  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  

Y e a r  N umb e r  
1 9 7 5  8 9 , 6 4 8  
1 9 7 6  1 0 6 , 8 3 4  
1 9 7 7  1 2 3 , 8 5 9  

9 , 3 2 4 , 2 8 6  

14 , 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  

1 7 , 8 2 3 , 9 0 4  
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Temp o r a ry  
D i s a b i l i ty 
A s s i s t a nc e 

Ma t e rn i ty  

Ch i l d b i r t h 

P r e g n an c y  
A i d 

W i d ow & 
O r p h a n s 

Rema r r i e d  

1 
ii o f  
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A s s i s t an c e  f o r  t emp o r ary  d i s ab i l i t y , a i d s  & 
p e n s i o n s  s p e n t  a c c o r d ing  t o  t h e  insuran c e  
sy s t em t h r o u g h  t he y e a r s  f r om 1 9 7 5  t o  1 9 7 7 : 

9 7 5 
{I o f  

1 9 7 6 
II o f  

1 9 7 7 

c a s e s d i n a r  s p n t . c a s e s  d i n a r  s p n t . c a s e s  d inar  s p n  

5 0 1  3 7 , 8 9 9  5 3 0 5 0 , 0 2 9  8 9 9  5 3 , 6 9 3  

2 9 , 9 1 3 2 0 9 , 3 9 1 3 1 , 0 0 0  2 1 9 , 6 4 5  2 7 , 9 9 3 1 9 1 , 0 5 1  

3 9 3  3 , 4 3 2  5 8 6 7 , 2 5 1  5 6 8 6 , 8 H 
·' ! 

l 

3 , 1 4 0  1 , 0 7 8 , 8 5 0  2 , 5 6 3  1 , 3 3 0 , 7 5 6  5 , 5 2 6  7 2 1 , 5 0 ;  

2 0  5 , 0 8 6  2 4  4 , 7 7 9 2 1  

X I V . WOMAN AND S O C IAL S E R V I C E : 

The  p h i l o s o p hy o f  t h e  Revo l u t i o n  in  t h e  J amah ir iya  

b e l i ev e s  the  f am i l y to  b e  the  nuc l e u s  and  the  l i f e  c e l l  o f  

s o c i e t y .  T he r e f o r e , the  women  s h o u l d  b e  p r ov i d e d  wi t h  a l l  

m e a n s  o f  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  c a r e  t o  b e c ome  t he s o l i d , b a s i s  f o r  a 

h e a l t hy s o c i e ty t h a t  d o e s  no t s u f f e r  d i s e a s e  o r  pov e r t y . 

H e n c e s t a r t e d t he e xp an s i o n  o f  the  b a s e  o f  s o c i a l  s e rv i c e s  

a n d  t h e i r  d ev e l o p m en t . 

1 ,  C en t e r s  f o r  s o c i a l  awar ene s s an d c a r e : 

The  numb e r  o f  c e n t e r s  f o r s o c i a l  c ar e  a r e : 

1 9 7 2  - 6 c e n t e r s  
1 9 7 7  - 1 7  c e n t e r s  
1 9 8 0  - 2 3  c e n t e r s  

Ev e ry c en t e r  h a s  t h e  c a p ac i t y  f o r  3 0 0  g i r l s  and 

1 , 6 5 E  

m o t h e r s ,  an d 2 0 0  ch i l d r e n . 
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a )  The  obj e c t i v e s  o f  t h e s e  c e n te� s ;  

F i r s t : 

S e c o n d : 

Th i r d : 

F o u r t h : 

F i f t h : 

To  t e a c h mo th e r s  a n d  g i r l s  o f  marry i n g  

a g e , c u l t u r a l , s o c i a l  a n d  h e a l th a wa r e n e s s  

a bo u t  � u c c e s s ful  ma r i t a l  l i f e , an d t o  ur g e  

t h e m  t o  a c t  on f i gh t i n g  harmfu l t r a d i t i o n s  

a n d  b a d  c us t o m s . 

In fo rm i n g  mo t h e r s  o f  t h e  r i g h t  p r i n c i p l e s  

. t h a t  w i l l  g u a r a n t e e  th e i r  ch i l d r e n  a r i gh t e o u s  

so c i a l  upbr i n g i n g  a n d  g o o d  h e a l th c a r e  w i t h  

t h e i r  f a m i l i e s . 

T r a i n i n g g i r l s a n d  mo t h e r s  o n  s o m e  c ra f t s  

u n d e r  t h e  s up e rv i s i o n o f  sp e c i a l  t r a i n e r s , 

a s s i s t i n g  t h e m  i n  o b t a i n i n g  t h e  s k i l l t h a t  

wi l l  e n ab l e  th em t o  be  a p ro d u c t i ve  p a r t  o f  

s o c i e t y . 

P r o v i d i n g  t h e m  d i f f e r e n t  s e r vi c e s  t o  ch i l d ­

r e n  a n d  mo th e r s  who  s u f f e r  h e a l t h c o n d i t i o n s 

th a t  p r e v e n t the i r  n a t u r a l  g ro w t h . 

P r o vi d i n g s e r v i c e s  n e c e s s a r y  to  t h e  l o c a l  

c �m�un i ty o f  t h e  c e n t e r  t h r o u gh c o - o p � r a t i o n  

w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t � : a � � a  t o  

r a i s e t h e  c u l t ur a l , s o c i a l  � n d  h e 2 � t h s t a n d a r d  

t · o f  t h e  f am i l y . 

b )  "' h e b e n e f i t i ng gr o up s : 

1 .  Mo t h e r s  a n d  g i r l s  o f  p o o r  f a m i l i e s . ( ;: :1 i ch 

I b e l i e ve no w a r e no  l � n J e r  i n  e x i s t e n c e r . 
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w i t h  l im i t e d  i n come . 

3 .  C h i l d r e n  o f  wo rk i n g  mo t h e r s  wi th l ow 

i n come . 

4 .  C h i l d r e n  o f  l a r g e  fami l i e s  and  o f  l im i ted  

i n c ome . 

5 .  T h e  un c a r e d  f o r  and  under- nour i s he d  c h i l -

d r e n . 

2 .  S o c i a l  c a r e  c e n t e r s  fo r boy s a n d  g i r l s b e twe e n  the  
a g e s of  6 t o  1 8 . 

The  s o c i a l  c a r e  c e n t e r s  f o r  boys  and  g i r l s  provid e 

d i f f e r e n t  k i nd s  o f  c ar e  t o  tho s e  wh o s e  f ami l i a l  o r  s o c i a l  

c i r cum s t a n c e s  c o u l d  n o t  p r o v i d e  them w i t h . In 1 9 7 7  th e r e 

w e r e  7 c e n t e r s  w i t h  a c ap a c i t y o f  5 0 0  r e s i d e n t s spread  over  

s e v e n  r e g i o n s  in  the  J am a h i r i y a  and  t h e r e  a r e  5 c e n t e r s  un d e r  

c o n s t r u c t io n . 

3 .  S o c i a l  c a r e  c e n t e r s  for  t h e  p ro t e c t i o n  an�  
g u i d a n c e  o f  wo m a n . 

Th e s e a r e  c e n te r s  d e s i gn a t e d  f o r  t h e  woman wh o i s 

d i s t r a ugh t due  to  so c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  o r  any o th e r fa c to r s . 

The y t a k e i n  t h e  u n d e r a g e d , t h e  d i vo r c e d  and  the  di s tr a ught  

and  p r o v i d e  them w i th r e l i g i o u s , p s y c h i a tr i c  and  s o c i a l  

c a r e , and h e l p t h e m  i n  d e a l i n g  wi th difficulties an d p ro b l em s  

s o  t h e y  w i l l  be  a b l e to l e a d  a nbrm a l  l i fe aga i n . 



4 ,  So c i a l ca re  c 1 n t 1 r 1  for  c h i ldren , 
( Nur a ory  1 o hoo l 1 ) 

The a e  a r e  c 1 n t 1 r 1  for  c h i ldre n who are  be low 6 

y ear■  o f  a9t , fo r c h i ldr e n  who 1 1  1 o c i al and fami ly  cond i t i o n ,  
d ep r ived  them o f  l tad i n;  a n a t u r a l  fami ly  l i fe . %n  1 9 7 7 , 

ther e wero  4 r e a ide n t i a l  c en t o r 1  and 1 5  c e n t e r1 tor the  ch i l dren  

o f wor � i ng mo t he r , . 

! .  C a r o  c e n t o r 1  fo r 1 1 n ior  c i t i z e n ■ , 

'l'ho a o  provide  c a r e  tor  1 o n ior  c i t i z e n , , for tho s e  

who have no  o n e  to  • uppo r t  t h em , a n d  tho a e  who l a ck t h e  n ec e 1 -

1 a r y  c a re  w i t h i n  a fami ly  a tmo sphe r e . There  a r e  two o t  the s e  

c an t e r ■ , on e i n  Tr ipo l i , a n d  t h e  o ther  i n  Be ngha z i . 

6 .  C an t e r s  fo r the  c are  and  r e h ab i l i tat ion tor the  
han d i c apped , 

'l'he s e  ar e s choo l s  a nd  i n s t i tu t i o n s  for  thEf 'h and i ­

capped o t  bo th  s ex e s  a l l  o ve r  t h e  Jamah i t iya . 

a )  The  Ama l  I n s t i tu t e  for  the  D e a f  and �ute i n  
'l'r ipol i and pengha z i  

b )  Soc iety  fo r t h e  B l i n d  - Tr ipo l i  
c )  Al -Noor S o c i e ty fo r the  B l ind  - Benghazi  
d )  ch i l d r e n ' s  P a rad i s e  fo r th e  Me n t a l ly  Re t a rded ,  

'l' r ipo l i - Albaida  
e )  Men t al Gu i d a n c e  S chool  - Tripo l i  
t )  In s t i t u t e  o f 

Tr ipo l i  - B e n gh a z i  

A l l  of the s e  o ff e r  th e i r  a e rv i c e s  to  t h e  hand ic apped 

and  act  o i  e d u c a t i n g  and  t r a i n i ng  , th em so  that  they can  l e ad 

a good 1 i f  e i n  , s oc i e ty  . 
. I 
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XV . WOMAN � ADM I N I ST RA T IVE TRAINING : 

T h e  Na t i o n a l  I n s t i tute for Publ i c  Admi ni stration  

h a s c o nd u c t e d  t r a i n i ng c o ur s e s  for i n t e r e s ted  g i r l s  and  wome n 

who h o l d  t h e e l e m e n t ary a nd p r eparatory  s chool  c e rtif i c ate  in  

b o th a dm i n i s t r a t i ve a nd s e c r e t ar i a l  bus i n e s s  f i e lds . 

C u rr i c ul um :  Typ i n g  i n  A r a bi c ,  Libra ry S tud i e s , Civic  
E n g l i s h  l a n gu a g e  i s  added a s  a subj e c t  and  

in  typ i ng f o r  tho s e  who h o ld the  prepar a ­
tory  s choo l c e r t i f i cate . 

The  t r a i n e e s  r e c e i ve 5 0  d i n a r s  every month unt i l  

g r a du a t io n . Th e n umber o f  traine e s  from 1 9 7 2  to 1 9 7 7  r e a ched 

appr o x im a t e l y  1 , 5 5 1 . 

I n  a c c o r d a n c e  with  the go a l s  o f  the  1 s t  o f  Septem­

b e r  R e vo l u t i o n  i n  bui l d i n g  the  capabl e a n d  r e spons ive i n d i ­

vidua l , a n d  a s  a c o mmun i ty s e rvi c e  a c t i v i ty , t h e  Jami l a h  

I n s t i tu t e  inaugurated a s e r i e s  o f  techn i c al and educa t i onal  

c o ur s e s  f o r  g i r l s  a nd w i ve s . After  the  comp l e t i o n  of  th e i r  

c our s e , t h e y  re c e i ve a t e ch n i c a l  o r  ed u c a t i onal  certi f i c a t e  

d u l y  s i g n e d  by t h e  S e c r e t ar i a t  o f  Educ a t i o n . 

Y e a r  

1 9 7 5  

1 9 7 6  

1 9 7 7  

C h a r t  e xempl i fy i ng th e woman ' s  a c t i vi ty 
i n  the  a r e a  o f  c h i l d  care and  nur s i ng wh i l e  
t h e  mother  wor k s : 

A l - T i f l  B a i t  Dun i a  Fir do s s  
A l - S a e e d  A l - Rabi Al -Atfal  Al -A t fa l  
N u r s e r y  N u r s e ry Nur s e ry Nur s e ry 

2 , 1 5 0  2 , 5 1 0  1 , 1 9 2  8 8 0  

2 , 1 6 5  2 , 1 65 9 2 9  5 6 3  

2 , 3 6 2  1 , 7 6 9  6 8 3  5 3 2  
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WOMAN AND  THE CULTURAL REVOLUT I ON : 

1 .  G o a l s  o f  t h e  C u l t ur a l  Re vol u t i on 

T h e  m o s t  i mp o r t a n t  of the  c u l t u r a l  revolut i o n  goa l s  

i s  t h e  i n t e n s i v e  and t o t a l  w a s h i n g  o f  t h e  i n trus ive b l em i s h e s  

t h a t h a ve p r e c ip i ta ted i n  the  mind s , thoughts , habits , mot t o s  

a n d  v a l u e s  o f  the  c i t i z e n s  a f f e c t i ng t h e i r  r e l i gion , f a i th 

a nd I s l am i c A r a b i c  o r i g i n a l i t i e s . The fo l lowing h ave taken  

p l ac e  i n  the  n a t i on : 

XV I . 

a )  C ul tu r a l  c o ur s e s  and c amp a ign s ; 
b )  The e s ta b l i s hment  o f  pub l i c  l ibrar i e s  

and  c ul t u r a l  c e n t e r s ; 
c )  The ma s s e s  c u l tural  un i t s ; 
d )  Cul tural  c a rava n s . 

WOMAN AND THE ART S : 

T h e  t h e a t e r , m us i c , a c t ing , fo l k l o r e  and  c i n ema are  

a l l c u l t u r a l  i n fo rm a t io n  media  wh i c h  h ave a gr eat  cul t u r a l  

a n d  s o c i a l  imp a c t  on  t h e  m i n d s  a n d  h e a r t s  o f  peopl e .  They 

p l ay a s ig n i f i c an t  ro l e  in spread ing s o c i a l  awa r e ne s s  among  

the  m embe r s  o f  s o c i e ty a n d  in  guid ing , e du c a t i ng and  r e f i n i ng 

t h e m . 

In  the e a r ly s i x t i e s  and up t o  the e arly s e v en t i e s , 

t h e  woma n ' s  p a r t i c ip a t i o n  i n  th i s  f i e l d  was  almo s t  no n - e x i s t e n t . 

But  t h e  d i s to r t e d  v i ew c o n c e rn i ng l the woman ' s  p a r t i c i p a t io n  

i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  a r t s  h a s  lo s t  i t s  s t i n g  a f t e r th e  i s s u a n c e  of  

B i l l  No . 1 0 4 fo r the y e a r  1 9 7 3  wh i c h o f f e r e d  to bo th m e n  and  

wom e n  o f  t h e  arts  a s e n s e  of a s suranc e and mo r a l  and ma t e r i a l  
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appr e c i a t i o n . By 1 9 7 7 ,  t h e  fema l e  e l e m e n t  i n  the the a ter  

c o mp an i e s  had  r e a c h e d  7 8  memb e r s  and  app ro x imately 6 6  in  the  

f o l k l o r i c  a r t s comp an i e s . 

XV I I . WOMAN AND THE WOM E N  ORGAN I ZATIONS :  

S i n c e  i t s  i n c e p t ion , the Gen er a l  Union for Women ' s  

O r g a n i z a t i o n s  h a s  d e vo t e d  a l l  i t s  ef fo r t s  and  emp loye d a l l  

i t s  a va i l ab l e  e n e r g i e s  a n d  c ap abi l i t i t e s  t o  s e rve the Libyan 

A r ab woma n , whom th e Un i o n  con s i d e r s  a s  the  flowing sp r i ng 

o f  l i f e , f e e d i n g  the  human e x i s t e n c e  a n d  i nvi gor ati n g  i t  with  

n ew b l oo d . Any s e rv i c e  t h a t  i s  r e nder e d  to the woman i s  th e 

n o bl e s t  s e r vi c e  t h a t  c o u l d  ever be r e n d e r e d  to the soc i e ty . 

T h i s  i s  why  th e U n i o n  i s  s e r i o u s l y  d e t e rmined  to a ch i e ve the  

f o l l o w i n g : 

1 .  To r a i s e  po l i t i c a l l y ,  c u l tural ly , and 

s o c i a l l y the s ta�dard  o f  the  Libyan Arab 

woma n , and e n l ighten  her  by the  d i s �emi n a ­

t i on o f  t h e  Gre a t  Revo l u t i on thought amon g 

the  ma s s e s  o f  women . 

2 .  The  tran s f e r  o f  woman  from the  po s i t ions  o f  

c on s ump t i o n  to  tho s e  of  produ c t ion so t h a t  

s h e  c an c o n t r ibute t o  th e g i a n t  t r an s fo r ma t i on 

p l an o f  a c h i eving  the new  s o c i a l i s t  so c i e ty . 

3 .  Op en i n g  the  doors  for th e c r e at ive  and p r omi s i n g  

e n e rg i e s  o f  women t o  con t r i b u t e  an d p a r t i c ipa t e  

a c cord ing t o  h e r  na ture i n  t h e  a c h i evem e n t  o f  
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d e v e l opmen t  a n d  p r o spe r i t y . 

4 .  The  care  f o r  c h i ldhood , s i n c e  the chi ldren  

a r e  the  t r e a s ur e s  o f  the futur e . 

5 .  The  e s t ab l i s hme n t  o f  s tr o n g  t i e s  with th e 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  women ' s  o rg a n i z a t ions  and union s 

for  c u l tu r a l  exchange and to  g a i n  expe r i e n c e  in 

the women ' s  s o c ial  l abour f i e l d  and to p ropaga te 

the do c tr i n e  of the revo l u t i o n  and i t s n o bl e 

h uman i t ar i a n  principalities .The s e  p r i n c ip l e s  cal l 

for  the  f r e e i n g  o f  man f ro m  a l l  kinds  o f  s l avery 

a n d  exp l o i t a t i o n  to  a ch i e ve a happy huma n i t a rian  

wo r l d  tha t doe s not  suff e r  a n y  k ind o f  s up ­

p r e s s ion , oppr e s s i o n  o r  d i c ta torsh ip . 

THE  S Y S TEMA T I C  S T RUCTURE OF THE UN I ON : 

T h e  n umbe r o f  women ' s  organ i z a t i o n s  wh i ch compri s e  

t h e  G e n e r a l  U n i o n  o f  Wom e n ' s  Organ i z a t i o n i s  5 8  s�read  a l l  

o v e r  t h e  m un i c ip a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  Jamah i r i y a . Th ro ugh t h e s e  

o r g an i z a t i on s ,  t h e  s y s t e ma t i c  s tructure  o f  t h e  General  Un ion  

i s  a c h i e ve d i n  the  fo l l ow i n g  mann e r :  

1 .  Th e c on f e r e n c e  o f  each  women ' s  organi z a t i o n  

wh o s e  memb e r s  a r e  n o t  l e s s  than  5 0 , w i l l  me e t  

t o  e l e c t  a p opu l a r commi t t e e  o f  f i ve members  

of  whom one  wi l l  act  a s  s e c r e tary fo r th e 

c ommi t t e e . A l l  th i s  i s  d o n e  th rough fre e 

b a l l o t i n g . 



- 3 5 -

2 .  The  c o n f e r e n c e  o f  women ' s  o rgan i z ations i n  the 

mun i c ip a l i t i e s , wh i c h  is made  of the members  

of  t h e  popul a r  commi tte e s  of  o rgan i zations  

w i t h i n  th e muni c ipal i ty w i l l  c onvene to  e l ec t  

f i v e  memb e r s  t o  the  mun i c ip a l i ty ' s  popul ar  com­

m i t t e e , a n d  who in turn w i l l  e l e c t  a s e c r e tary 

fo r t he c o mm i t t e e . 

3 .  The  Gene r a l  People ' s  Co n g re s s  o f  the Gene ral 

U n i o n  of Women ' s  Organ i z a t i o n  wi l l  include  

a l l  memb e r s  of  the  popu l a r  c ommi t t e e s  o f  the  

c ongre s s e s  of  women ' s  o r g a n i z ations  in the  

mun i c ipa l i t i e s . 

4 .  The Gen e r a l  P eople ' s  Comm i t te e  of  the Ge neral 

Union of Women ' s  Orga n i z a t i on is  compri s ed o f  

the  s e c r e t a r i e s  o f  the Women ' s  Congre s s e s  o f  

t he Gene r a l  Un ion o f  Wome n ' s  O rgan i z a t i o n s  in 

t h e  mun i c ip a l i t i e s  who w i l l  e l ec t  from a mong  

them s e l ve s  the  S e c re ta ry - Gen eral  o f  the  Union  

o f  Women ' s  Organi z a t ion . 

T h e  o rg an i z a t i o n a l  s tructure  o f  the  Gen eral  S e c r e ­

t ar i a t  o f  t h e  U n i o n  wi l l  b e  made up o f  t h e  fo l lowing : 

l .  O ff i c e  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a ry - G e n e ra l ; 
2 .  O f f i c e  o f  Admi n i s t r a t i v e  Affa i r s ; 
3 . O f f i c e  of  t h e  Wome n ' s  Organ i z a t i on  Af fa i r s ; 
4 O f f i c e  o f  External  Affa i r s ; 
5 .  O f f i c e  o f  Accounts  and  F i n a n c i al Affa i r s ;  
6 .  O f f i c e  o f  I n forma t i o n ; 
7 .  O f f i c e  of  P ubl i c  Re l a t i on ; 
8 . O f f i c e  o f  Vo c a t i o n a l  Tra i n ing . 
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E l e c t i on s i n  t h e  Women ' s  Org a n i z at ions  and the ir 

G e ne r a l  U n i on w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  every th r e e  y e a r s . 

X IX . INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL ACTIV IT I ES OF THE UNION : ---

F i r s t : The  i n t e rn a l  activi t i e s : The se  s tre s s  on 

t h e  s e t t i n g  up and imp l emen t a t ion  o f  the pl an of  action  to 

a c h i e v e  t h e  go a l s  o f  the U n io n . Th e programme of  a c t i on of  

th e U n i on and  i t s o rgan i z a t i o n s  i s  repr e s e n t e d  in  the  f o l ­

l ow i n g :  

1 .  The  p r omo t io n  o f  the c u l t u r a l  s tandard o f  

woman thro u gh various  n e w s  m e d i a , and  th rough 

l e c tu r e s , ' d eba t e s , and f i e l d  v i s i t s  to th e r e ­

s i d e n t i a l  c ommun i t i e s . 

2 .  Ra i s i n g  th e s o c i a l  s tandard  o f  woman through 

the  e s t a b l i s hment  of c e n t e r s  for commun i ty 

s e rvi c e s i n  e very  mun i c i p a l  branch i n c l u d i ng : 

ch i l dren ' s  c l u b s , c l a s s e s  for comb a t t i ng  i l l i t e ­

racy , me c h a n i c al a n d  man ua l wood wo rk , home 

e conom i c s , f a s h i o n  and s ew i n g  c l a s s e s , a n d  

c u l tural  l i brari e s . 

3 .  P repar ing p rogramme s o f  c u l t u r a l  cour s e s  fo r 

wo rking  h o u s ewives  and g i r l s . 

4 .  E s t ab l i shme n t  of  Arabic Language  s tudy c e n t e r s  

fo r fo rei gn e r s . 

S .  E s t ab l i s hme n t  o f  t empo r a ry n i gh t - t ime n u r s ery 

s c hoo l s  f o r  the  c h i l d r e n  o f  hous ewives  d u r i n g  
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th e i r  c o n d u c t i o n  o f  fami l y  v i s i t s . 

6 .  E n c o urageme n t  and promo t i o n  o f  traditional  

i ndus t r i e s  by e s tabl i s h i n g  c e n t e r s  for  l e arning 

t h em . 

7 .  A t t emp t to s o lve s o c ia l  p robl ems ( d i vo rc e , 

h i gh dowe r i e s , polygamy ) and  o ther  prob l ems 

thro ugh f i e l d of educ a t i o n  and l e c tures  and 

d e b a te s . 

S e c o n d : Ex t e rn a l  a c t i v i ti e s : The empha s i s  o f  

t h e s e  i s  o n  t h e  e s t abl i s hmen t o f  r e l a t i on w i th , and b u i lding  

b r i d g e s  b e t we e n  the  i n t e r n a t io n a l  and  A r ab women o rgan i z a tion  

a nd un i o n s , a n d  the  c o n s o l i d a t i on and  s t r engthe n i ng o f  the s e  

r e l a t io n s . 

T h e  mo s t  impo r t a n t  i n terna t i on a l women ' s  organ i z a ­

t i o n s  a n d  un i o n s  th at  h a v e  r e la t i o n s  w i th o u r  unions  a r e  the 

f o l l o w i n g : 

1 .  Arab Women ' s  Un i on ; 
2 .  A fr i c an Wome n ' s  Organ i� a t ion ; 
3 .  I n t e r na t i o n a l  Demo c r a t i c  Union  fo r the 

Women ; 
4 .  Th e Women ' s  S t a tus Comm i t t e e  o f  the So c i a l  

and  E conomi c Coun c i l  o f  the  Un i t ed  N a t i o n s  
5 .  Con g r e s s  o f  Women o f  the Me d i terranean 

Re g io n . 

Th e Un i o n  con d u c t s  i t s  a c t i vi t i e s  on  the i n t e r ­

n a t i on al l e v e l t o  a ch i e v e  t h e  fo l lowi n g : 

1 .  A c q ua i n t i n g  th e wo r l d  wi th  t h e  Jamahi r iy a  and 

the  g i ant  a c h i eveme n t s  r e a l i z e d  i n  i ts l and  

un d e r  the  Great  F ir s t  of  S e p t ember Revo l ut ion . 
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2 .  Propag a ti n g  t h e  p i i l o s ophy o f  the Septe�ber 

Re vo l u t i o n  wh i c h  a im s  a t  t h e  cre ation of a free  

h uman wo r l d  p e rm e a t e d  with  j u s t i c e  and equa l i ty 

wh e r e  man w i l l  d i s c ard  a l l  the  chains  o f  poverty , 

oppre s s io n  a nd exp l o i t a t i o n . 

3 .  In f o rm i n g  o f  the  s uc c e s s  the  Libyan Arab woman 

h a s  a ch i e v e d  i n  the  way of educa t i o Q and prog­

re s s  and the e x t e nt of her pa r t i c ipa t i on i n  the 

c h a n g e s  and a c h i evemen t s  r e a l i z e d in the Jama ­

h i r i y a . 

4 .  I n f o rm i n g  o f  the  s o c i a l  and pol i t i c al ga i n s  tha t 

t h e  L i by an Ar a b  woman has  a c h i eved under the  

p r i n c ip l e s  o f  the  1 s t  o f  Sep tember Revolut ion . 

5 .  To g a i n  new  e xp e r i en c e  in  the  f i e l d  o f  women ' s  

a c t i o n  by lear�ing the expe r i en c e o f ot he r s : 

6 .  Ac t to s upp o r t  the  oppr e s s e d  peopl es  in th e i r  

s t r uggl e t o  o o t a1 n the ir l e g i t imate ri gh t s  in 

f r e e dom and  s e l f -de termina t i on , part i cula rl y ,  

o u r  Arab p e op l e  s uch a s  the P a l e s t i n ians , the 

S a h r awi  peopl e a nd the Omma n i  people , and the 

s upp o r t  of t h e i r women . 

7 .  Ac t on  con c e rn fo r the mo th e r  and ch i l d and 

on  pro v i d i n g  the  me a n s  of good-l iv ing for both 

o f  them on t h e  i n t e rna t i o n a l  l e ve l � 

Th e Un i o n  h a s  h o s ted  many i n t e r n a t i onal  and Arab 

wom e n  de l e g a t e s  as  we l l  as  d e l e g a t e s  rep r e s e n t i ng i n t e r n a t ional  
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un i on s . 

X X . WOMAN I N  THE GREEN BOOK : 

The re h a s  been  s o  much debate about the women in  

o ur co n tempo r a ry wo r l d . Some c a l l ing  for granting her ful l 

fre e dom o n  t h e  g ro und s t h a t  there  are  no d i f ferences  at a l l  

b e twe e n  man  a n d  woman , a n d  th a t  she  has  the  r i ght to engage 

in al l the b u s ine s s  and a c t i v i ty exerc i s e d  by men 1 whi l e  

o th e r s  c a l l  f o r  prob i h i t in g  her  from mixin g  with men thus  

dep r i v i n g  her  o f  the r i gh t  to work  on the ground that she  

was  c r e a t e d  o n l y  for  the h ome , Both trends  did  not do 

j u s t i c e  to the  woman . But ,  the Green � did  by placing 

the woman i n  h e r  p roper  po s i t ion in the s o c i e ty because i t  

d e r ive s i ts t h e o r y  from n a tural  principl e s  o f  th ings , and 

b e c a u s e  to  i gnore  the  n a t u r e  of things  l e ad s  only to th e 

c ommitmen t o f  wrong . 

the  Gre e n  Boo k : 

We p r e s e n t  to you here excerpts from 

(page 2 6 ) 

" . .  I t  i s  an  und i sputed  fac t that  bo th man and 
woman are  human b e ings . I t  fol lows  as  a s e l f­
e v i d e n t  f a c t  that  woman and man are  equa l a s  
h um a n  b e i n g s . D i s cr iminatio n  b e twe en man and 
woman i s  a f l a g r a n t  act of opp r e s s ion  without 
any j us t i f i c a t i o n . For woman e a t s  and drinks 
as man e a t s  and  drinks  . . .  Woman l ove s and  hate s  
a s  man  love s and  h a t e s  . . .  Woman think s , l e arns 
a n d  unders tands  a s  man think s , l earns  and unde r ­
s ta n d s  . . . Woman , l i ke man , n e e d s  shel ter , c lothing  
a n d  veh i c l e s  . . .  Woman fee l s  hunger  and  th irst  
a s  man  fe e l s  hun g e r  and th i r s t  . . .  Woman l ive s 
and  d i e s  a s  man l i ve s and d i e s . 

But  why are  there man and woman ?  In deed 
h um a n  s o c i e ty i s  c ompo sed  n e i t h e r  of man alone 
nor o f  woman a l on e . It  is  made up naturally 
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o f  man  an d woma n . Why were no t o n l y  men created?  
Wh y w e r e  n o t  o n l y  wo men c r e at e d ?  A fter al l ,  what 
i s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tween  man a n d  woman ? Why was 
i t  n e c e s s ar y  to c re a t e  man and woman ? There must 
be a n a tu r a l  n e c e s s i ty for th e ex i s tence  of man 
a n d  woma n ,  ra th e r  than  man o n l y  or  woman only . It 
f o l l o w s  t h a t  n e i t h e r  of them i s  exactly  the o ther , 
a n d  t h e  f a c t t h a t  a n a tural  d i f ference  exists  bet­
w e e n  m a n  a n d  wom a n  i s  proved by  the  created e x i s tence  
o f  man  a n d  woman . T h i s  means , as  a matter of  fact , 
t h a t t h e r e  i s  a r o l e  for  each  o n e  o f  them , matching 
the d i f fe r e n c e  b e twe e n  them . A c cordingly , there 
mu s t  be d i f f e r e n t  p r e va i l ing c o n d i t i ons  for e a ch 
o n e  t o  l i ve a n d  p e r form the ir n a turally  different  
ro l e s . To comp r e h e n d  th i s  ro l e , we  mus t under-
s ta n d  t h e  d i f fe r e n c e  in  the na t ure of  man and woman , 
n a me l y the  n a tur a l  d i f f e r ence  b e tween  them . " 

( page  3 2 ) : 

( p a ge 3 5 ) : 

" . .  T h e  wo ma n , who s e  n a ture h a s  a s s igned to her a 
na t u r a l r o l e  d i f f e r e n t  from th a t  o f  man , mu s t  be 
in  a n  appropri a t e  p o s i t i o n  to p e r f o rm her natural 
ro l e . 

Mo th e r ho o d  i s  t h e  fema l e ' s  func tion , not the 
ma l e ' s .  C o n s e qu e n t l y , i t  i s  unnatural  to separate 
c h i l d r e n  from t h e i r  mo th e r . Any a t tempt to dake  
c h i l dr e n  away from their  mo the r i s  coerc ion , op ­
pr e s s i o n  a n d  d i c t a t o r sh ip . "  

" . .  T h e r e  i s  n o  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  man an d woma n  
i n  a l l that  c o n c e rn s  h uma n i ty . N o n e  o f  .them c a n  
m a r r y  the  o ther  a g a i n s t  h i s  or h e r  w i l l ,  or divorce  
w i t h o u t  a j u s t  t r i al . Ne i ther t h e  woman nor the 
m a n  c an remarry w i thout  a previ o u s  a greement o n  
d i v o r c e . "  

( p a g e  3 7 - 3 8 ) : 

( p a g e 4 0 ) : 

" . .  I n  h a rmony w i th t h e i r n ature  an d its  purpo s e  
t h e y  m u s t  b e  c r e a t ive  w i t h i n  t h e i r  r e spective 
ro l e s . For the oppo s i te is r e t rogre s s ive . I t  
i s  a t r e n d  a g a i n s t  n a ture , wh i c h  i s  a s  d e s truc t i ve 
to th e rule  o f  f r ee dom , a s  i t  i s  h o s t i l e  to bo th 
l i f e  and s urviva l . Me n and  wom e n  mus t perform , 
n o t abandon  the r o l e  for wh ich  they a r e  c r e a t e d . "  

" . .  To i gn o r e  n a t u r a l  d i ffere n c e s  b e tween  man a n d  
woman and  mix  t h e i r  rol e s  i s  an  a b s o l u t e ly un c iv i -
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l i z e d  a t t i t u d e , h o s t i l e  to th e l aws  o f  nature , 
de s t r u c t iv e  to  h uman l i f e , and  a genuine cause  fol  
t h e  w r e t c h e dn e s s o f  h uman soc i a l  l i fe . "  

" . .  The  q ue s t i o n , th e n , i s  not  whether the woman 
wo r ks or do e s  n o t  work . For i t  is a ridiculous 
ma t e r i a l i s t i c  p r e s en ta t i on . Work s hould be pro ­
v i d ed by  th e s o c i e ty to a l l  abl e membe rs -- men 
and women - - who n e e d  wo rk , but on condi tion that 
e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  s ho u l d  work i n  the field that 
s u i t s h i m ,  a n d  n o t  be forced  to  carry out un­
s u i t a b l e wo r k . "  

X X I . WOMAN AND THE  P E O P LE ' S  AUTHORITY : 

Th e Th i r d  Un i ve r s a l  Th eory  p r e s ented  by the Green 

� in i t s t h r e e  p ar t s  b e l i e v e s  th a t  genuine demo cracy i s  th e 

peop l e ' s  r u l e n o t  t h e  peop l e ' s  expr e s s io n s , i . e .  that author i ty 

mu s t  b e  i n  t h e  h an d s  o f  t h e peopl e .  For  the autho r i ty to 

r ema i n  u n t h r e a t e n e d  in t h e  h a n d s  o f  the p e op l e , it  bel i e ve s  

that  t h e  o t h e r  c ompo n e n t s  o f  p owe r mu s t  b e  i n  the hands o f  

t h e  peop l e . Th e s e  c ompo n e n t s  a r e : we a l th and  arms . Thus , 

th e three components o f  p o w e r  s ha l l  be i n  the hanos of th e 

p e o pl e ,  men  a n d  wom e n  a l i k e . Woman part i c ip a tes in  th e a utho ­

r i ty  b e c a u s e s h e  i s  a p a r t  o f  the peopl e b e i n g  a membe r o f  the 

P e op l e ' s  C o n g re s s e s  i n  h e r  n a t i o n . She  i s  further qua l i fi e d  

t o  be a memb e r i n  t h e  P e op l e ' s  comm i t te e s  i n  her  po s i t i o n of 

wo rk , a n d  c o n s e q u en t ly to  b e  a member i n  the Gen era l P eopl e ' s 

Co n gr e s s . Woma n s h a r e s  t h e  wea l th through h e r  po s i tion  i n  

work . A s  fo r a rm s , s h e  n o w  c an possess i t  and she i s  a c t ively  

t · · that fi' t  her n a tural r a i n i n g  on the va r i o u s  t yp e s  of weapon s 

ma k e - up i n  g i r l s ' s ch oo l s  a n d  i n s t i tute s i n  the Jamahi r i ya . 
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Mo reo ver , th 1e re' i s  the  M i l i t a ry Co l l ege  for Wome n whe re s.h e 

g r a du a t e s  a s  an  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  va!ious m i l i t ary spec ial i z a­

t i on s . Th e g r e a t  r e spon s i ve n e s s  of young  l adies  to j o i n  

t h i s  c ol l e ge w a s  g re a t  d e s p i t e  t h e  s o c i a l  obstacles  wh i ch 

i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  awaren e s s  o f  the  Libyan Ar ab woman of her  

ro l e  in  bu i l d i n g  the  de s i r e d  s o c i e ty a ccording to the prin­

c ip l e s  o f  our Great  F i r s t  o f  S ep t ember Revo l ution .  




