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TRIBUTE TO THE HFl,10:lY OF HR. ,JAF!1:I?.RV'iL HEERU, PIU:.s f,1EiTf3'l1EJ o::_;, IEDIA 

The President: The scd task falls vpon r:1e as Precident of the 

Trusteeship Council to ex:9ress the grief of 2,11 mer.ibers at the death of the 

great Jc:nmharlal Nehru, and to convey our heartfelt but all too inac.equc:te 

sy:n1Jath;,r to his fam:i.ly e.:nd to the so1~ro·Jing Go0re:2:nment a:1d peol)le of InC:iia. 

Not often does a. leader emerge Hho riernonifie:s the hic;llest qualities of 

a whole nation. Pandit l'Iehru was such a J.eaC:.er: beautiful in r.,ind as in 

person, co1..:rageo:ls, ma6nanimous, 1,ise, and above all, humane. I-,!ore 

this man of lur.1inous i!'1telligence fused the e::perience, the noral values 

nnd the insights of East and Hcst and thus transcended the limits of a sinc;le 

nation, even one so great a:, India. He changed the very ,~orld we live in and 
. .,_ 
]. .., . AJ3 Pericles said in the famous eulocy tlw.t Mr. Nehru 

hi::-:1self q_uote ,i: 

"For the whole earth is a sepulchre of famous men; e..nd their story 

is not craven only on stone over their native earth, but lives on fc.r 

rn·my, Hitl10ll.t visible symbol, woven into the stuff of other men's lives." 

He o:: the Trusteeship Council huve special cause to l::ww ho..r much the 

course of history was chal,ged by his life. The indcpenclcnce of India, in the 

achiever.-.ent of which he played. a key part, was the decisive event in the 

movemer:t towards tl1e independence of all colonial peoples . h1d so, be:::ause it 

2pplies to hin as to few other men, I end by quoting a pc:.csac;e to which 

Pand.i t Neh::.·u attached enough: importance to use as the conclusion of his 

deeply felt book, T::e Discovery of India: 
11i,Ian 1 s dearest possession .is life, and since it is given to him to 

live but once, he must so live as not to be seared with the shcme of a 

cowardly and t:::-i vial past, so live as not to be to:ctu:reci for yec::s 

without 1n1rpose, so l::_ve thut dying he ca.n say: 'All my life and 

strength were given to the first cause :.n the world -- the liberation 

of manl~ind. 1 11 

Ma.y I rsquest tbe members of the Council to observe one mir .. ute of silence. 

The re·o:ccsenta.tives stood in si2.ence. 
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Mr. BARNES (Liberia): The death of Mr. !1ehru, the first Pr:L'!le Minister 

of India, has bowed the world with grief. It is with a sense of deep loss that 

the delegation of Liberia associates itself with the very fitting expressions of 

sympathy which you, Mr. President, have made on behalf of the Trusteeship Council 

for this irreparable loss to all mankind. 

Prime Minister Nehru was the architect of India. He toiled uncer,sine;ly 

and assiduously fer the independence of his country from colonial rule, and was 

richly rewarded to see India take its rightful place in the community of nations 

and play a distinguished, responsible and significar.t role in the quest for 

world peace ar.d international co-operation. 

Prime Minister Nehru served the cause of the United Nations well. He sm·r 

this ,-,orld. Or13anization as an instrument for peace and laboured in helping to 

shape c.:.id nould it as a truly effective organization to fulfil its noble 

objectives. It was he who a.roused the conscience of the world to the dangers 

of nuclear tests and initiated i1i the United Nations efforts at marshalling the 

conscience of mankind to remove this danger. The International Co-operation 

Year, which will be observed by the United nations at its twentieth anniversary 

in 1965, was also upon his initiative, and this occasion will certainly stand 

out as a fitting memorial to this great man. 

Prime Minister Nehru mnnifested a deep and abiding interest for the'·needs 

and aspirations of the rising peoples and nations of Af·~ica, and devoted hi.n1self 

to their political advancement and economic development. 

Mr. Hehru was a truly great man upon whom nature impressed the stmnp of 

greatness. He lived a noble life. 

The delegation of Liberia extends its heartfelt sympathy to the Government 

of India, the bereayed fm:1ily and. the peoples of his country whom he loved and 

served so well. 

]\'~• :MsQ_~ (Australia): On this day as this world leader lies dead, 

my deJ.ecation would like to express its feelings in his words. He said '1ere in 

the Gen~1•2,l Lssembly of the United nations the following: 
11 I am. no man of wisdom. I an1 only a person who has dabbled in 

public affairs for nearly half a cent-:..!ry and learned something from the.ii, 

and mostly what I have learned is, how wise men often behave in a very 

foolish manner; and that thought makes me often doubt my ovm wisdom, or 
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(Hr. McCarthy, Australia) 

whatever you wish t/calJ. it. I qu.estiori rn;yself: '· ' 'Am fright.?' 

.I may have doubts about many things/ but I ,have no doubt at all about 

some things~ because I have been conditioned in that 1-my; I have · grOim up 

in • that way during long years of guidance from my old leader, Maho:cma Gandhi, 

who taught that hatred and violence a.re essentially bad ancl evil, and. · 

anything that promotes hatred, therefore, is bad. 11 

1'le re'~all ·also his words when his m-m great l eader, .Hahatri1a Gandhi himself, 

We take these words · now into our own mouths in tribute to hiin, • end 

' this fa what \-;e 'believe of him: 
11Not only we but succeeding generations :will bear the imprint in 

o\l:t" heai·ts of this s~i1 of India, magnificent in )1is faith a11d s t rength 

• and co{irageous humility: Ue shall never allow the torch of freedom to 

• be blo,·m 01.tt ho;reve; • hig~ the 1-lind ?r st9rnw the tempest. It is a 

fatefiu ·m6r:1ent for Indi.a; • for Asia, and for aJ,.l the world. 11
. • 

.. .... . : t · ,. · • 

"Ju1cl the!i again his . ·words, • which we know m:_e _ ~lie words this • day in ;·the 

mouth of the whole of 'India: 
• . !. ; ' 

iiThe father of the 'nation is np more. How that the lic;ht_. 

·: ha~ 'g"cii:i.e ortt of • our lives, I do not quite kn.ow what to tell you and 

how to say it. Our beloved lead.er is no more. ;·Je who _ have seen him 

for . these n1ariy years can_11ot turn to him any more for adv:ice or seek 

solace froni ' him. II 

That was the expression of his grief wli.en his .leader lay dead, and that we 

knmr is th·e expression of llis nation t s grief as he in his . turr. li~s ,dead.. · • 

But this we would say, that we know that the solace ,of _his life · and work will 

remairi not only for India but for the whole wor_ld. 

' .. • . . 
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:.rr. S11,:\lu<Q.Y. (Union of Soviet Socialist Re:9uolics) (inter-_preto.tion from 

Russian): 'I'he ,:orld pas learnec1 th2 ; r;i.evous nei-1s of the pcssinc of tl:12 Pri:ne 

Minist2r of India, M.r. Jawaha:rlal Nehru~ On beh2.li' of tho • So~r5-et delegation to 

the Trusteeship Council, all0i1 rce to express cur deep sympathy · and our conc.olences 

on the passing of tb:i.s gr'3at leaci.er of the Indian people. We sl1ould lil'~e to 

express ou.r d~er)est s;yrr,11athy to the :peo:ple and. Gove::.·n:ne:trt of India on this 

grievous loss. 

All Jieople on this planet i~ho cherish psnce 2.r~ 2.:E.'Ilicted by this i;.reat loss 

th_at hns come to the psople of Incl3.o. a:na. the peopJ.83 of t1;.e entire v:o::_.1d . 

Mr. Nehru wa13 an outstanding statesman ar1d :po1it:i.cal leader of modern Asia and 

of the ·world... He did a great dee..l f'or his country in hel:9in£; it to e.ttain 

indepencleti.cc. He d:Lrl a great deal to strengthen pence and. peaceful co2:•:istence. 

1·110 2ovie-c pe:ople and the Soviet Government he.Ye deeply appre ciated. the 

efforts o.~1d. enc1e(J.vours of Mr. Ne:..u·u to sti·enc3then f'rienclsl::l:P apd co-opero.tion 

beti;.ieen the people of' the Sovie·!:; Union and the people of India. We bow our hcno.s 

in reverence before the shining memory of t~1is great man, this great che.m_pion of 

peace, wl10 fouc;ht for these high yrinciple3,. He are co:'.lvincca. that these great 

princ:L]?les -...Till continue to inspire all chempions of peace o.nd peacGful coe:dstence. 

1'1r. Yfl.'l'ES (United States of America): 1,iy cpuntry hns learned ,iith 

profound so.dness of the death of Prime Micister liehru. T'he world. has lost cne 

of its great leaders; it has lost a. statesrnan of the highest ro.nk. 'Ihe voice of 

Prime Minister Hehru was the voice of ·wisdo1:~ , ;the voice of reason; of r.:1ocle:i.·ation 

and of the 1.;;t::coot compassion for his fellow .can. His .cou..,."1sels at this critical 

time in the histor-,:r of the ·world ·will be sadly missed. Truly, t!1e Prime Minister 

,-,as the li -rlng embodir2ent of the the1::.c cf' the poerc we all 1<.11m1 so ·well -- a 

poem written centuries ago by John Donne, in which be so.id: 
11 No Don is an island r~ntire oi' itself; 

• Every man is a. p e.rt of the continent, a piece of tlle m3.in. 

Ji'o:~ 3very clod tlni; is 1:c:Jhca. m:ay by the sea, 

Ev2:~y men I s dec-::,h diminish~s rne, 

:!Tor I OI;1 a port of mankind .• 

'I'!1erefore never ask to kno1-1 i'or whom the bell tolls. 

It tclla for thee. 11 
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16.y I eX})ress the l)ro.found sympa.thy of' the Uni t ed S.tr;,tes o:t · /1::-:1s1~:i_cc. to the 

great nation of India and to the Prime !-lln:'.. s ter I s family . 

10:. DOISE (France) (interpretation . frorn I-'rench): • I s ho·dc1 J.:.i.l~e to 

associ.'.:!tc the Fren ch · delegation wi tl1 tr..e tdbutes ,1h1ch m:e no.-1 cci.nc p nid in· the • 

Trusteeship Council to that c reat natio112.l pz~,;,•so:.].ali ty 1:ho her.; j uBt~ c.ep'.:!.rt ed., 

Pandit J 2.,:o.harla l Nehru. RLs tragic cleath has ca.·1sec'. very g::.·e::.i. t cr:Le.f in France; 

where ,ie recall t ,he v:l.sit of the Pr:i.me HI~is-~c~ of' ::::r,:\'52. to ?2.:rL;· jn IJci,;,E!:l·bei · 1962 . 

We r e call, t oo., the friendly t5-es ,,hich iinl;:ed. E':-..·s.nce 1-1:Lth his g ::.·•:;2 ·~ cc~intry. 

Prirt,8 1:ilnistcr I•fai1ru p1'.l:,'ed. a ve-:..·y 01..~ts-i:;aDd:Lng • r ole in t.i,(:~ b:l 8 •·.o:!.':f • of India 

and on the ,1orld scene " His love 9f: p e2.ce , h i s c;::e::,t wicdo;:n o.na~ t.hc t'..:Ji 0/ers.:il 

ve ne rat:'...cn ',;;1icl1 su;;:- ;;:·cu_"'lc.,:rl him will c2.use his n an::e to 130 d m-m in -u ~e • h~story of· 

humani tS· . ec, a -c; ~:-:o.t person. 

To his fatJily, wl10 . have been so bitterly tried, and ta t:1c ··r ncll. rm p eople, vh'.) 

are . so p.eeply afflicted, we ,-1ould. li1':.e to ex·press . our r;r eat SYJ7ip8.th;r 2:1d • 0'.1r grea t · 

sadness. 

1-Ir. KING (U.1i t ed Kingdom): It is not for me t o i·epe2.t tbe words spol~en 

this mo1.~ning 'oy t he · Perr:anent Representat;i.. ve of the United Kingdc.::;i, 
. . ' • 

Sir Patricl: Dean, in .the Security Council. I would only ::;ay that Pi•in!e l'I:i.:nj_ster 

Nehru ·was the success.or of Gandhi, that great leader of the j_)eoplri oi'_ I ndi a -- who, 

I am proud to s ay , are :rr:.embers of the Eri t i sh Corr.momiec.l th of lJc.t j_-::ms . Ee lecl hi s 

country in the first years of its independence and brou6ht v 21·y r a:9idly to a 

first pl2.ce in the cou..vicils of the worlcl, so that , even while Ind.i a was Gl~Q.l}pling 

wi tb ir:nU;.-::cruble problen s of its own, i ~ ·.-1as s.ble to m~l:e a va l uabl e and sicnificnnt, 

contribution to the sum. of the ,-iorld 1 s ·wisdom. That Inc.in ,1a s 8.blc to do tU.s ,:as 

due in grec.t po.rt to ti:le sagacity and the t:;reatnes s of Fr:i~Je 1:-;;tnistc r Nehrt~ himself. 

Indi2, r s, los s is the ,10rld I s loss, o.nd p articularly the loss of this 

Organizatio::1. I lm'.),1 tl1e.t his des.U ~ ,Jill be c::reatly mourned in my m 1zi cotmtry 

as ·well o.s in h:i.s ~ 



HA/mh T/PV.1229 
8 

At the invitation of the Presic'lent, Mr. No.rend.ra. Sinl?,h, _ _!.£}?resentat1ve of 

India, too~~ a plo.ce at the Trusteeship Council table. 

ITr. IL'i.?.EHLAA Sii'TGH (India): The Indian delegation tha_nks you, 

Mr. President., and other members of the Trusteeship Couricil. for the words of 

sympathy and sorrow at the passine; of P:::irr:e Minister Hehruo Our grief cannot be 

easily meo.sured, but the blo1·l is ocr:::.ci1hat softened by t~1e k ::l0-,1led.ge tha.t our 

sorrow is shared by so mar.y frc::i ull 1Jo.rts of the l10:::J.d.. I shall con--1c~r to my 

Government o.nd people tile very G;i.ncere and frat c:r:'r2al condolEonces that have been 

expressed by you in this Council. 

':i."l1c P1.1E3Ir-:::::rT: I believe it is the wish of raembers of t he Council that 

we susr,e:,C. the '\ :0 rk of the Council this afternoon in tribute to :the sorrow of the 

Government nncl people of India on the loss of their great lender. 

The Council ·will to.l._e up its work again tomorrow afternoon, and I sugges t 

that, in t he hope of cor:1pletinc; our general debate on cond.i tions in New Guinea 

and also :1c:.rinc:; the openini; statement on the '.I'rust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands, ,1e s·tart at 2. 30 instee.d of 3 o 1 clock. 

'Ihe meetin,:; rose at 3.30 p.m. 




