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AGENDA ITEMS 3c AND 5a 

ZX:\r-TNATION OF CONDITIONS IN THE TRUST TERRITORY OF .NAURU ( continued) 

(d ANITTJAL REPORT OF THE ADMINISTERI!'!G AUTHORITY (T/l589, 1599, l6oo; T/L.1039) 

(u) REPORT OF TF..E UNITED NATIONS VISITING MISSION TO.THE TRUST TERRITORY OF 
NADRU, 1962 (T/1595 and Add.l) 

Att!le invitation of the President) Mr. McCarthy, Special Representative 

_fc-r_xau:ru under Australian administration, took a place .·at the Trusteeship 

~l'.'u;·,ril table. 

G·~:-i :iral debate ( continued) • 

Nr. NOYES (United ~tates o:f i~erica): I should like :first of all 

to commend the Visiting Mission on its most excellent re_port. • The :Mission 

h&s done its work well and bas provided this Council with new· and use:ful 

iPformation and with a series of carefully thought-out recommendations with 

which we find ourselves in sympathy. He appreciate the :frankness with which 

the Mission has eh'})ressed itself and the constructive nature of the report 

~hich it has submitted to us. On behalf of the United States delegation, 

I should like to e:>..'})ress to the Chairman and the other members of the Mission 

our grateful thanks for their efforts. I am sure that the Visiting Mission's 

report 1.dll contribute in a. major way to the work of this Council in dealing 

'.-Ii th the Trust Territory of Nauru during the current session • . 

While the Visiting Mission has made a number of minor cri ticisl'.!ls on 

various aspects of the situation in Nauru, it is clear from the Mission 1 s 

report that on the whole it believes that the Hauruans enjoy favourable 

c'.:mc.i tior.s .:md th3.t their interests a.re being well served by the Administering 

Authority. •. We support this view and would like to corr.!I!.end the Administering 

Authority for fulfilling its responsibilities effectively, as well as ror its 

efforts during the past year. 



. . . . . 
All o:f Na1.ffu I s l)rol,lerns n:1v,2 clea:.-ly not 'ceen so.2..verl, but progress is 

·,ihiJ.e e:,c:ouragin,g t1~e Ac:minist-=;_-ing Authority t0 

·we ;ee~ it. is ·011ly i•i6ht th2t ·we should 

of admi:1ist:ratioi.1 and -:!o-opel'a·tion with thz 

in the reco1·d • ..:Cefore 

'Ii1e;::::·e &:-c a few ~oints n:.entioned. in the. Mission: s i-ei:,ort on whic:.1 I sb.JuJ.d 

lilte to corr:uient . 

on rucorcl as ::avo1..:;r.:..n3 L:J.creascd. responsiS._Uity 

. Tl:::e Visi ·ting Iil:f.ssion 1:3.s also rnt:de 

r-iy clelego.tio::i ag::cees , 

that t:1e ~:::.on:.inisterii1g 1s:ut:;.ority 1-.,J.s ;i-2:;areu. the 6round • for a · s,~e1,1 forw9.rd 

and that the t~~;:::2 :C.as ccn,e for it to t·-1.:cn ov.::;r increasing 1·esponsibili ty to 

He be.lleve tl1at the r:iissicn ' s re-:!or::Pienciatiori ·with r2spect to consultati·ons • 

:Boe.rd of the British Ph:)s:phate Cor.:n1issioners °Is 
:r~Dson9.ble, m:.d ·we \·1Cl' ,c! . gl'.;.d to hec.::.:- f rcr.1 the Specinl Repiesent2.ti ve of the 

Ms.ny of. these 

N-:ci.uru. He ho_pe that the C::;::1irrc..s.n of the Visiting 1-lission i::1::y be prepa:c2::l 
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Tn~ lliO~t important point in the report .of course is the question of the 

futu.r~ resettlerr.;,ent of the Fauruan -pec:p:i.c:, and it is this question to which the 

Hissicn has d.evoted the ls.rgest :part of' its report. 'Ilic r:ain reccrcmenc.ations of' the 

I:li.ssicn en this 1:1c-1tter is that the Aust:::-s.lian Gcve:rru:ii:mt should nc:; :fcrr.1ul2.te 

definit~"':re 2.l "te~ne.ti•ire plans :fer futu1 .. ;:~ resettlco~r::'u ci:d. G11ould put these. p:.ans 

for.~a:rd in detn.iled fo;.-m for considere.-l;ion b;:,r the i':21.:.ruan pecplr~ ., Th~y be.ve ,,.. ,1rrc-;-0 ~tedl 

tr:.e.t if an island. c01.~1a. ·oe f'c,md. wh:Lcn might be suitabJ.e, a sr,"?.ci:fic schci.t:J ~/::,o·-::> I 
scttlerner:t en the.t islar:d shct~J.cl 02 -;ro~:keci. cut. Cn thz ether hand., to gu::ird 

a.g9.inst the: pc:ssibility that no islac.d. can be .found which wculd be suita02'~., 

they hs:ve urg~d that a detailed plan f'or settlement of ti.1e Hau:::-u2ns in .hust::·:alia 

should. ~.J.so be: :pre:r;ared and that both of these detailed schen:es should then be 

disc'..l.ssec. with the IJ2.uruans. 

L.1.-=se reccrrt.1endations of the Visiting Mission seem to us to point a. ;.~e.y 

out of -tb.<.:? difficulties which hJ.ve so fer prevented any satisfactory sol'..ltion 

to this problew., and it is our hoi:;e that the Australian Govei:n.."Uent would be 

:pre:r;:ared to und.erte.l:e this responsibility. He note that the report indicates 

that the Australian Aci:ninistration has :provided an oi'f'icer t:) help the islanders 

foi·r.:.·..tlate theil· cwn wishes and req'.!ests. 'Ihis officer has ap:ga.rently been of 

essistance to the Eaurus.ns in preparing the submission which h8.s just been . 
suc:::ni tted. to the Australian Govern.."llent by the Nauru Local Goverr.ment Ccu::icil. 

Unfc:::b.n3.tely., this pro?ose.l is so recent th2.t we do not ta·re the berwfi t of 

th2 vie·,;3 of the Visiting Mission or even t:1e Ad.n:inisteri::::.g Authcrity in 

rege.ri to it. But this :prop;Jsal is., after all, simply a i;art of' a. continuing 

process c:f consulta:tion between the AcrJ.inistering Authority a~d the Nauruans. 

He ,relccrr.e th~s process of consultation and. f'eel tl',at it is ·irnportan:t the:t it 

be c ont:.nued. \'I e were glad. to hear frcu tb.e Eead Chief 1 E2.:.-:-1n.2.r -de ?.c-1:;c.r:·t, th2. t 

i.-..e L; e::-itirely sa tis:fied ·wi tl1 the e.rranger:.ents :for co:::isul te. tion between his 

Cci.;.ncil a:ld. the P.c..'llinistering Authority in this matter. 

i:.,i;-:ile the sucmission of the Nauruan :rropcsal to tl:e AJniniste:dng Authority 

·trings this p1~ccess of consultation to a new stage in respect to one of the 

alternatives envisaged by tbe Visiting Mission, it does not seem to my dcle3ation 

th2.t it is in any we..y inconsistent with the reccrr...::e:idation of' the Visiting 
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:-'.iissicn that the Administerin g Authority s h011ld take the respc!lsibili ty f er 

:i;:-:.-e:;:s.ring detailed. sch81i1ss of settlement e.nd resettlement on the "casis of the 

The Aoministe?ing Authrotity will, we ere sure, te.ke 

i~to 2.ccount, in :p:r·e1:a.ring such scl,ew.es, a.ny and all pro:posals or expressions of 

view :put• forwc.r~ by tl:e Fauru Local Gaver:'.!."!;ent Council in res:r;:ect to each cl · 

t~ese alterna~ives •. We would be contcmt ~.-t this st.s3e si.111:ply to eI:.rkrse . t~!e 

It is ec;,ut:.lly ob·:i:::,as t_nat the r:a.urua.ns _are fully aware 

of ti:1e difficu.l ties of their situation. The .i1us tralian Goverr"'"!:.en-t 1:as given 

a1ple sdd2nce of its desire t o ·,;erk with the :Nauruans toward the . end cf 

fina.ing s.n equ.i+:,ble e.nd. 3.cc2pt2.ble solut ion to th:i.s vexi~g resettle;r.ent 

pr8blem. My del2gatioc1 belieYes that so lcr:.g as these attitudes obtai'c.• we 

can have co1:fidence thc.t a tatisfacto::-y s ol"J.ticn will be found in ample time .. 

The Chair:::an of the Visitir:ig Mission has asked to. 

s:p~ak in• ot"der ,to reopond to the . inquiry put 'j:;o him just now by the 

I am vei7 glad tr..at the representative 

e,f t::e U::ii ted. States h-'.3.5 re.ise.:1 the q_ue1::tion which he c.id early in his 

s :,e ech abou t the state:r.2r:ts of the Local G-:-vern:nent Council includ.:;d i?:l tl:e 

I tl":ir..k that '.re should have ex.plained more cle2.rly ,;,·l:z.t 

tr:ese docurr.er..t.s were., he;,; they cor.:e _to us 2.nd how we dealt wi'.th them, 2.nd I am 

Hhen -;-re a :!'.'rived in E9:uru, our !::.ain :pur:pos~ was, of course, . to bave full 

. . 
c:,f the peo2_)le . . He t,l:erefcre rr.ude O';.r rr.a1.n pPr:pose a se-:cies of d.iscussicns iii th 

the m2r:1oers of the L: ce.l GoverrJr,ent Council, and I _think that it was tl1e de.y 

before we he.d our first meeting with -;:;he Lcc2.l Govercment Ccuncil th::t~ they 

;,:resented an a gend.e. t o us with s te. te1nen-;;s . &.nd wcrking :r:e.:p2rs as a· 'basis for our 
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(Sir En~_;;h F0ot, United. Kingdon) 

discuss:l.ons. We therefore ent2r,:;o_ the °discussions with a number of' doctun2mts 

before us, an,1 the :princi:pa.l docl.l.ments that were be:fore us are included in the 

e.nne:: to our report . 

Having received these working papers ,-:hich set out the views which the 

Council wished to d:i.scuss with us, ,re then entered on lengthy discussi.ons of: t:ie 

:points th3y wish.:;d. to raise. Ti1e elucidation, exple.nntion and. cla:::-:i_:,icat:. .. :m 

of their viaws went forwa:::-d in the seci.es of ms~tir:gG vhich we had with ther.1 and, 

followi~g th3.t, very full discu3sio:1 on -chis r.rain question of future 

settlement. We as a mission considered the re:p:resentaticns _put for,,a.rd to us 

I 
I 
1. 

I 

both ir, the C:.ccumcnts ar.Q ·in the subseq_uent discussions. I think that all the :points 

raised. in tl:e docu.rr;,:::nt ere coYered and dealt with in the reccrtinend.2.tions which 

we have included in cur report., but in t;1e report we had in mind :more t:13 

discussions wh:i_ch h=.d taken place directly over the period of days with -'che 

members of t~e Local Government Council rather than dealing specifically point 

by point with the points raised in the working pai:;er :presc::1ted to us. 

I think that it is legitimate critic ism the.t we have not referred back in· cur 

repo:i:t to e.11 the points s:fecifically as raised in the docu.inents included in the 

annex) but e.ll the questions raised there were fully,discussed and indeed, I think, 

it could be claireed. are fully dealt ,ri th in the report bef'ore us. 

I em ver~" glad to he.Ye the o:i;,portuni ty of explaining the s-l:atus ryf these 

Finally, I should say th2.t, having discussed e.11 these matters with the 

Lccal Goverr:ment Council and having dealt with all the matters raised with us 

in cur report., the question then a:i:ose whether these 110rking :papers presented to us 

by the ..Loce.l Gove1·r..n:.ent Ccuncil should be inclurled i!1 cur report or ir.clud.e·:1 i:i. 

en annex to the report. He all felt that it ,rns· i..'U'po:rtant that, these dccu.."TI.ents 

which the Council had :prepared. shculd be brought to the notice of the Trusteeship 

Council., and we had no doubt at all in our minds that it was right that these 

docu .. '::.ents should be brought here in the form of an annex to our report although 

they 2re not specifically :petitions to the Trusteeship Council. 
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M~· ~ com:S~ (rJer.,r Zealand): In co::1s::..deri::1c; tLe question of ·cauru this 

Ye3.r ,·Te '3::re :perhc:ps doubly fort·mate. First of all, we a.re fortunate in having 

before us thz report o:t' th2 Visi ti:1g Mission which investigated conditions 

in t·c,.e T1·1.1st 'l',:;:-rito:.~y alrr,cst three months e.60. The i-lission was Go strong a one 

~::at. its mercbers ha.re.Uy :neec.l any tribute from me. But; h2aded by their 

Cl:0.in:0.-:1., a:.l ):lave 1:..3.d thz.t varied experience of the :r,r0bl2!L3 of dependsnt 

territories wl~ich c2.:1 be -- ar:.d in this case 0
1
•01rir1uely ;..~S ,__oe...., SO f.,.L,i.,_·"u 1 

_.._ .._;; - L.:.O L.,'_ ..1.J. -- • - ~-V~ . ~..!-

in d:ra.fting a re-ocrt. Tne re:?r 2. s2n-cative of Fr2.nce t.ns a:ntici~a.ted r.:c in 

ccr-~'r.entin.::; 011 the CJ.uality of this rcp0~t, '..lut c .: .ear &.:'.',d concise writin5 is 

r:::::,t so co:m.on in Uni tcd. N2.tions .bcd.ies tl1at we need be afraid of a .li ttl:::: 

repetition. Fith its eminently practical assess~ents and rec c;:nn:endations, this 

:.~eport : . .;, 0li:oc'.I·ly destined to be one of' those docur:~ents -- end we c~m ~ll 

recall ca:!'.'licr ir:.st2.nc'2s -- which st3.nd. out like milestones in t!1e prog.:'-:?S3 of 

a ter:;::i tory tcw2.::cd.s the gcals cf trusteesbip. 
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( Lr. _ Cor!'.'ler, ITe,r Zeular:d) 

We have also been fortun.Cite :tn l::a,1ing _with us at tl:e table tne Head Chief 

of Kauru, hr. Har;m,er de Robi.1rL 'l'he day 'before yesterday J:r. de Roburt received 

what. ~i ght be called his bap tis:;1 of ffre. rb.ne of us could have envied him this 

orde2.l, b\1t nll, I think, adr,iired him i'or the c:ilm and effective· ,t;::.y in ·w::iich ce 
unden:ent it. He b.as shown himself an able arid cons•cient:i.ous leader of the 

i'Jauruan people. His pres,2nce here has done r:mch to focus our atte!ltion· or: ~t.:~ 

issues tbat ~atter. 

The t-!ission: s report and 1,t.·. • de I'oburt' s sc:atei::e1cts hav<:! oetween thn;:-:i laid 

out cle2.rl~r b2:fore us th8 wishes of the Iii2:..rcuan people -- as they · are gr.:, -.5:..:::i.lly 

being 1·e'1ised and defined -- and the _pnictical realities which "im13t ce faczd in 

fulfillinj ttose wisl1es. Thei:e e.re ti:e two sides of a problem which we h2:.re 

never h2c. to fe.ce in such an e.cute :form iri this Council. The positio::i of Nauru 

under Tr~stecs:n::..r, is unique. It is a tiny and very isolated isla!ld vi·:;l1 2.n 

indige.:;ous po:91.212.tion of only 2, hoo, and a populetion rr.oreo7er which ca:1 c:,joy en 

acceptable stand.s.rd of living only by thz exploitation of a single natural 

resource which d;;i~dl~s year by yem·. Such a position naturally pr2supposes unique 

arranger.1ei.TCS for the future. Generalizations based on other terri to1·ies, -. and. 

the usual ·,rc.xhns c:n decolonisction may 'oe of .cor:1parati vely little use. Like the 

Irauruan ~eople tl:.2mselves, we are faced with a situation in which the past offers 

no ::,;1..1ide. Lil-:e then) we should approach decisions on the future vi th care, with 

ir::e.6ination ancl above all ,d th the fle:dbili ty that will enable us to re·1ise our 

·-rie~,.;s in the li3_ht of eX-!?erience as the si tue.tion de\relops. 

In the fifteen years since the th:::ee Administering Po..rers placed· Nauru und.er .. 

inte::::-ne:~ional T1·usteeshi:9, its exceptional circun:stances, though often referred to 

in this C:nmcil' s debates, he.ve remained lar;ely implicit. Hitherto, the air.1 of 

the Trust'22ship Council has been more simple. It h::!s tried to ensure that the 

t.2.i::.ful of peo1);e on i.Tauru should enjoy as fully as possible the benefits of the 

'L::usteeship System a~,a., when the tir:~e co;-::es for then to decide, that their future 

should be in acco~·do.nce ,,rith their fre::;ly-express2d wishes. This prelimine.ry aim 

has, I thin~~, been coc1scientiously disch::trged. I!o administration could please 

every one of its critics, but the record in Fauru has been so consistently 

ccrri:nended uy ~,ast Uni tea. nations 1-J.ssions as to allc,;r no grounds for doubting 

its good faith a:1d its earnest efforts to ir:rprove the ·well-being of' the iTauruans. 



The last Visiting Liss ion concllides t~:at: 

!? 0 •• t::.e j_nterests o-J: the pec,ple hnve so far been well served by the 

i.dministe:r:ing .i\.uthori ty 11
• ( '11/1595, p2ce 40, para.. 144_) 

T-:-:."lis is a conclusion which follows justly :t'rom the J:.'li:;3ion I s mm observations ai:d 

:f:~:com a re~-:ling of t'ce Te:-cr:i. tory' s An111.10.l Report. l~edical; ecucs.tional and social 

se::-vices ha·✓-e reach:.::d a stawlard r.ot often fot:r..d elsewhere in ti1e Par:i.fic, '.)l', 

:i.r:deed, £.:cy;;h22:·e else. Poli tic9.J. p1·ogress bas ::ieen steady and pro-iucti v1c:. 'ihe 

2::B. ;__:ri.:2-n L'.)cal Gover11ment Ccn1r.:.~i.l is c1e:::on:::;tn:.t::.;:1g e :responsible concern for 

:;:-Taurue.r. ~-:el::~2.:.~e e.s the views exf)resscd l:ere by Er. de Roburt ha·-:e made v2n· clecr 

°t::) us. 'I'he g:::-ounC:.work r:2.s been well laid. ':Che tir::e has obvi.ous2.y con:e :for further 

ad·.,-.s.nc2c, ec:1 all of' i.::s f'.lust -uelccn:2 the armounce,r..ent by the C::,ecial Representative 

t:J.at one of the :_o:':'.'in:nry t2,sks of the inco:"c:1ing Administrator will be to e;:amine the 

r::eans of furtner 1,oli tical devolution. 'I'he recon:mendatio;.1s of the Visi ti.r.g Mission 

c·,., a co::.sti t 1.:tio:.:1e.l conference 1,rovide cn3 valuable starting-po::..nt in • this res:pect. 

So also does the acceptance by the Ad.ministering Authority of the hission' s 

:p:co:;osal to adi:l. a fo::."iT.al, annual conference to the informal r::eetings custcmarily 

held oetueen the j_,;auruan representati v1::s and officials of · the British Phosphate 

Gcrr.~issio~. hlthough the latter is a highly technical underta}:ing, with world-wide 

r2.mificati0ns, a. close.r association can brin; nothing but benefit to both sic.es. 

All thi.s is the norrr:al :patte:tn of politic al progress which we loo:;: fer in all . 

=:::i_;st Terri to1·ies, or ine!.esd in any other Territories. But in the case of Hau:cu 

t.:i:. s 1101::::2.l y9.ttP.rn; thou6h it is to be i1elccrr:ed and stimulated., is over-sh:::io.o.red 

itself. . ).s tl1e represe;::tsti ves . of Bolivia and India in fact, almost all the 

-:-:,err:"oers of the Council -- h1:,ve pointed ot.".t, t:te :need for long-term planning for 

·the Eaurc:a:1s I i'trture has now become the overridinG issue. Until it is settled, 

l:::::cws ~-;n2.t tc.8 ulti·,;iate :r·orr.1 of Govern::;ent uill be; economic progress is unsettled 

ty the ccrr:ing change L-1 the entire basis of the !J:::uruan econosy; educational 

l-rv6ress c,:rnld beco~-r:e irrele"ia,1t in a differer.t environment. 
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( I'.r. Co:::-ner, _New Z2alerd) 

S:;::i~s.'.:in6 of edu~ation, I must s .3y t:1s.t I find th::: references to feo.rs and 

obse;ssions in pe.1.·a2;rarh liS of ti.1e l-1issio~1.:s :i:'e:port rat.her sm·prisir;g. A people 

bsing as ·,,sll-2:5.t,cated c.s arc tl'le young Hau:;:1.ia£:s, a :peo::_Jle wh::, r..ave also acq_uired 

cany tec.1":;:-1icc:.l sl::ills) a:ce sureJ.y tolera1:ll7>~ ,;1ell-preparecl to adjust to any n2w 

a~ise. 

a well-fed people, a r.ealthy people, a well-educated peo:ple, a people with c. ::;::e::i.t · 

deal of n:.c:.:ey b<:!hir:ci. the:-,1. Coc.:)2:r2:ci ,·el;/ spca:cing, t:i:!at is ha~ling i :·, n:iLc1. -:;::o 

c,;md.i ticn cZ the bulk cf thir; plarcst I s t:i11·e~ t::'..J.lio:::i l:unan oei;::gs, the IJc::,.;ruens 

mo~t fitted to st..rvi•.;e in n:od-=rn c:;~,:Ji tio:is. 

T~1.e:,r l10.-ve s1.12·passed by far those goals · in health, nutrition r:ncl ec:'.ucation tl:2.t ere 

still, · t'.r..fo::ctu:iateI.y, only distant co2ls for the great naiority of our felicw human 

bein~z.s. r.:os c ax~ the:n • i::re better fed and ee.ucated than the ex11lo:;.-ers who ne.vigated 

of the pio:~ee1·s . wh:::i settlecl. the Hew Horld. 'I'i1erefore I cannot see tl:.e ne;:::1 for 

fears and obscssionG. If ever a people l12.d ce.use to be pc3i ti \-e end confident it 

is t;:~e rbu.ruans; nnd those _ fe,r I have n:et, inciudil'1g 1-ir. Ea1!::::1er o.e Rob-:.irt who l:as: • 

been with us, _reinforce ~y optimis~ about their future prospects. 

'I'l,.e q_u2r-,y" uhich r:.ou .t.2.ngs over tl::e future • of Eauru is only i:r.directly the 

result of :phos:i_jh::1te_ ext1·action. I~deed, if the lz:tter were sto:p:ped or sharply · 

curtaile'.l. tb.e resulting fall L.1. the levels of Nauruan income would Oltly \:ors-=n 

-tt.,2 s5::1.1 s.tion. 'I'l":e si::rp:!..e fact of geography is that this tiny Pacific islan:i has 

a.lways been largely b2:rren. Before tee phosphate resources were develo:ped. it 

s1,.;:::_::;:9lied. only a subsiste:1ce living fo:· a small number of people, a;::.d that n:ainly 

by fishing. There is a little strip of fertile land around the coast. Tha 

phos:9hate ·12r:.c.s never could ar:d never did grow anything ,;sef'ul"' No tcpsoil bns been 

rer::ov2d by· the mining operations. The p:10s:phate land.s we1·e no less barr1=£1 befo:2.~e 

e~traction than after. 

T!!.e isla1:.d2:;:s, t1:erefore, like r::s.ny ot:::ers in the Pacific, must have lived on 

their tiny s-:rip of culti·.;able la:.::d Ui:icler constant threat of over-p~pulation. This 

t~reat of over-populatio'!'l we.s lifted by the discovery of phosphs.te de:9osi ts .. Just 

as irr;,prcv1:;d. medics.l services rr.!3.cle possible a rapid growth of populatior:. so, e.s the 

r-il.ssion 1 s re:port 1::.a:•:es clear, tlc.e pr.0s1jhate revenues :::.ave provided a steadily risi~? 

c,tar:dard of living to kee:9 pace with the grm-,th. But phospl12te deposits .ere a 

te.r(pora1·y good fortune. When they are e:-:h3.usted, this high sta:'.l:iard of living rr:ust 

encour.11:,er tLe mon: r:.c:i:mal economic facts of life on a Pacific Islar.d. 
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These fc.ctr; a.re, quite baldl~r, that a large pc:_:iuls.tion cannut be r.::.ai::.1t;J.i l1ed 

on a sm'.3.ll island ·without some fonn of ernig:i:ation. Such a si t'..,ation :f::;.~eq_'.1ently 

occurs in. Pacific islands, where population growth is ahmys liab::..e to outstrip 

resources. Indeed., the experts speculate that this process of over-:po1mlation 

and. emigration led to the 01·iginal settlement of much of the Pa.ci:fic. It 

probably lay behL1d rnany of the g::eat voyages of the Poly:1esians which so stir 

the imagination. 

It has, of course, been suggested that, instead of migratio::i, the fertility 

of Nauru could be inc:.:.·ea.sed by covering the barren a:::-eas with a blanl:et of to:9soil. 

Soil specialists a::d all wh') have visited the island declr:n·e that thi_s is 

impossible; that the cost would be prohibitive, and the soil unstG.ble. But 

whether or not they are right seems hardly relevant. Lven if bacl;::filling were 

feasible, the resulting arable land, however producti ':e of coconu-ts and 

bananas, could not begin to provide the Hauruaa people with the sort of life 

to which the~, have grown accustomed as a result of' the pl1osphate ope:catlo::-,s~ 

The rep:.·escntc.tr:e of the Soviet U::1ion., wr..ose :p:dvate p.·or,osal this hc.s be::m, 

has m .. g(;C:Gted rather vaguely that the I:au:cuans could. also develop their :fishi::ig. 

But su::ely neither he nor 2.nyone else can expect the fo,.uruc.ns to m::1intain theil' 

p::cesent elaboni.te economy, including free cinema sho~,s, 1bus se1--,rices a~,a. 

el.ectrici ty, by selling fish to each otheT; end e.t such a 1·emote distance :f::om 

other centres they certainly can.riot sell it to anyone else. 

Witl:out some form of resettlement, the end of phosphate extractian would 

also have side effects which -- q_uite apart from the economic difficulties 

involved. -- ,rou_ld dislocate the entire structure and h2.bi ts of present-day 

technical t1•aining to the levels cle::ianded by an advanced indust1·io.l society. 

Hi thout the e1:1ployn:ent they offer a:'1d the revenue they proYide, there would. be 

no oppm·ttmi ties and no outlet for the gro~:ing body of skilled Hauruans. The 

c::mseq_uent 1,aste of talent would not merely be a pe:::sonal frustration: it coul::.1 

hardly assist the smooth transitioP.. to a fish and coconuts economy. 

Eve_n the diet and level o:f cons1.1!':'.er goods now enjoyed by the Nauruans -;,0 ,..1.ld. . 

be upset. The phosphate ships p:covide a fast and frequent link with th~ outs:;rli 

world. This cheap service enables the islanders to inpo:::t lar2:c Cl~::::.n':.i.::.;l.c s oi' 
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(!-1r. Co:::ner, :rew Zealn.:'.'ld) •. 

food and .other Goods. Wit):i::iut the pl1-:>sphates, hGwe·rer, neithe:..· the chi:;_}3 nor 

the good.s they car2.-y will agc:.in find their way to this ti:1y islc.11cl under the 

Equator. No..uru will relapse into its fo:nner • isol::.tion, wrapp3d in the er.oYmous 

distances of the Pacific. 

},e.ced with thc!se facts, the ITauru2.,11 .people have .c::nicludcd. thrat so;-c.e fOL-:1 of 

end.gration or resettlcrue"1t is esse:,tial. They cave 1•ei tcra.ted. ...... 
v!ll.S 0riew seve:..--9..l 

times th-;_·ough their elected. ·rep:;:esentati·ies, and it he.s once ag2.in oee!1 c::i;,1:'ii-;:i,cd 

at this Council table by the Hea,i Chief. i-le here. a:c-3 ·i3norant of tl1e realities 

I 

l 

, 
of island. life; the Nauruans e:1counter ther:i daily. In SUC!l ci:rc1..i.:-.1st£.nc,~s··, ,·,e no \ 

longer have any_ justification fo1~ pu::.·suing our p:..•ivate theories in the ·race of 

Ham:u::m opinioa. The latter must' be ta.b,m as the ste.::.·ting-point for the efforts 

both of the /1.d;nini'ste:i:ing Authorit:0 and of the Uni teJ. iTc:tions. 

The problen., as ·the Visiting r-Iission: has rr.ade clear, . then becomes one of 

assistir,g the Ifauruans to ·e:-::pr-2ss their wishes in c'.e,.:.ail.ecl l".:1d p:ce.cdcaole fo::.·m • 

. The original p:;:·oposa.ls e.c1vancecl by the· i\cli:'.!inisterir..g ?-u.thority clicl ::iot 2;0-p.:?,r2ritly l 
m;;et the _essential need. of the 1:nu:::ua!'ls to precer·,:e J.:.he le.entity of th•2i1· 

cori.nunity. The Visiting Missior. :;:1as r::;.de certain s"sJ3gest:Locs. r:o·., , although 

ur:.fortuT'!-ately to6 late for -c;:;,e VL;itins 'i,:issi•.)n to . t2..l:3 then ir.to accou!1t, th,2 • 

r-rau:ru'1n representatives have set out theil· ide2.l. desid2 :::atu, both for "'.:' i sh,.,d 

hc:.e ancl for their future Stnte. The r.~::t ste:p is to discover ho;-r far the.:e 

<lesid.e1·ata can be 1·ealized in practice, t9.ldr.3 ii~to e.ccount . the facts of geography 

of internati:mc..l l::.fe a.c.cl o:f econ·x.1ics. In p.:-inciple the Visiting l1iis0ion would 

see::u to ha.ve seY1.se 0::1 its side in feeling th2:t these :facts r.-:q,y ::..".1lc out the 

discovery of a sui tc.ble ne•,, island- But the ir:rnorta:it '!Joint is t:hat the ffa1.:.ru3.[1S 
- - • - • 

themselv~s must be enabled to explore. every possibility~ Only they can decide 
. • . ' 

whether any particulm· site app1·oaches their .ideal, c.r.d. only they C8.::1 deterr:L'!e 

The :!:)l'ocess at this stage, th2re.fore, is one of searc:1 and ne0otiation. 

sen.rch -:ill ho.ve to be extensive ar:d the Fauruo..n rep:::·es2r,:t2tivcs t,ust be closely 

associated. ,1ith it. · ':i:he negotiatiom; will be flexible a~::.::l conti rn.:i ~g, o. • di2.logue 

1

. 

ilhich can clariZy the ideas both o:f the ne..ui·v.ans ._a::::l oi' th2 .Acb:ini.st-:!ri:i2g Au".:'.1:".02·it:\ 

Both have begun. lfriuruan· rep:cesei'rtatives hav-2 -inspecte,l t,;o poLsi\·,le island. 

sites: discussions with the Auztrc.lian :-Iinister of 1'errl. tcn:ies -./i.: er. tx)~<.: .-,i_s,--:e l 
last . month ere to be resu."tled in Au~l!st. 

' 
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T'ne JDint t,c:.ministe::.·ing Authority :fully acknowledges its obligatic!:.s to 

2.ssi.st the no.uruan :people after the phosphates are exhausted.. The ee.rlier pro:goso.ls, 

the g3ne1·osity of which has r:.ever been dis:9uted, indicate that financir:0 at least. 

should not be one of the vorries of the r;auruans in decidii1g on thei:c future home, 

lJhat. n3mains is fo1· the Administe:,.:ing Authority to rc.ake eveTy effort to ascertc1i:::1. 

and acco,m:lodate the wishes of the i'Iaun,ans thei;,selves. The 11 :f:ceely-e;:p~-essed. 

-wishes of' 4.;he people11 can be cone a rathe:;: glib and unthinl<i::1g phrase. But the 

Administering ! ... uthori ty takes it seriously. It. would. be iror.ica.l .if A,1stralia 

,~ere to be criticized. in the Trusteeship Council p1·ecisely bece.use it is c2.:::.·efuJ. 

not to seek to impose any solution from outside.. Eeverthelf:ss, the .\&ninistering • 

Authority is also awa:ce that the patient process of consultation end n;:;gotiation 

should not needlessly be prolanged. A clea::.~ o"bligation rests on e.11 of us; and 

particulo.1·ly on the joint administering Pm1e1·s, to do everything possible to 

ensure ti1e best possible future :for the tiny but unique cor:rr:1unity of the island. 

of Hauru. 

Itr. OI3:CR2I-:I(O (Union of Soviet Socialist, Republics) ( :i.i.1.te:rprete.tion 

from Russian): In the view of the Soviet delegation the Trusteeship Cm.mcil, 

in its e::a::1im1tior! of tl:e q_uestion of the future of the Trusteeship Terri to:r:y 

of I;aµrc:. this yea1·, ~ust cor:centra.te its attention on the b 2.sic issue, lihich is 

the d.e~ancl o:f the !:auruan people that it should be granted ind.epend.ence and. given 

the possibility of cr22:tir.g its mm sovereign Sto.te. The will of' the fi::;.uruan 

:peos,le is completely 2.r.d clea:~1y sto:ted in the rne.:n:::irandum. prcscn-ted to the 

Visi tinG Hiss ion of the Trusteeship Cou..11.cil by the N3.uruan Local Goverm.lent Council 

and. in the IJauruan :pro1x)sals ( 'r/1600) presented to the representati·✓es of Aus-traliu 

on 19 June 1962) and it is cle9.r also•from the ststen:ents he:ce of the Head Chief, 

In the r.:emorandum of the Local Ifo.uruan Gove:::-nm.ent Council 0;ihich 

was ho.nded to the Visiting l.'iissioa there is a de:fini te demand. thG.t the i:;au1~uan 

people shoul:l be Given independence in accordsmce ~)ith the prc0risio:is of the 

United :i.Iations Charter and, in particular, in accordo.nce with General Asser.ibly 

resolution 1514 (xv) -- in other wo:-ds, the well known Declaration on crantinG 

of inder,enience to colonial countries and peoples. 
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as a matter of fact; so far in the 

general debate one "does not frequently ·he2.1" nention or these proposals ..;_ 

I 

the r~p~~sentati~re · of the· Nauruan peop.k ca1_;ed fo~ ~he creation of a sovereign 

Nauruan state, to be managed by the Nauruens themselves~ 'Ihese proposals contain ! 
. . . . 

dete.ils •with regard to the stnlcture· of the :future goverr:n1ent~ its functions • I. 

·- -. I 
the H.~~uans stress that they wish to create their mm independent and sovereign I 
and the relations of :t{auru" 1-rlth Austr.alia ~nd .other States. 

• 1 
In these pro_posais, 

In speaking of their . intention to concl~de an agreement of friendship . 

•with the_ Goverri.J:1ent of· Australia, -t:1e Nauruans indicate that the friendship and 

co-:o_pe:r,a~ion -·of Aust:i:.-alia mU:st be effected on a basis which would not _violate · 

the sover_eignt:t of either · Australia .or of the Hauruan nation. ':fois is the •• . . . . 
clearly-stated will · of thfb Nauruan people. The iTauruans are demanding freedom­

and independence for themselves in accordance vlth the Charter of the United 

Nations and the Declaration on the granting of indepe:1dence to colonial · countries 

and peoples. It is characteristic that this historic docUJ:2ent of the General 
~ ' -

Assembly and its Declaration·hever reached the far-removed. islond: and was loGt 

in the Pacific ocean. The n:embers of the Connci l will . reca11· .that_ only a year 

ego, at our twerity-seventh session, · the representatives of Nauru -fold us that 
. . . 

they and _ their people had not even heard of the Decia1·ation · o:f the Gener&.l 

Assembly and t.11at the Admi"nisteri:hg Authority had not broug~t thi~ docur:.ent to 

the kncwledge oi .the r-ieuru Local -Government Council • . 

We now see that t::isDeci'aration has become the property of en ever­

increasing rr.ass of _people in- the ··colonies·. ···We 'see hm~ this ·Declaration· is being 

converted iJ?-to • a powerful instr~ent fm~ the moral · support· of' t:1e people "\-1ho 

are fighting that libtration · and into· a weapon •,rhich is 'being applied by the 

United Nations. 

How do the Goverr,.ments of Australia; Britain and Hew Zealand react to this 

deoand'Z \Tnat measures are · they ado_pti11g for the implementation o:f the ger:.c:ral 

Declaration of 14 December i.960? Bluntly, none. Ti-ie Aclministering .Authority · is 
. . ' . 

directly sabote.ging the implementation of this Declaration with reGard to Hauru 

and refers to special and exceptional circumstances in thin regard. It igncres ._ 

even the recon:mendations of the Trusteeshj_p Council, although it is well 1-:nm,;n 

that the Trusteeship Council, where the colonial Powers are a n:ajori ty-, has never 

adopted any recmranendations toward the speedy liberation of the peoples of trust 

Territories. 

I 
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Indeed, at its twenty-s eventh session last year, the Trusteeship Coundl 

called upon the i,dmi.nistering Authority: 
11 

••• to establish realistic t arge ts reflecting a proper sense of 

urgency for the rapid and planned advance of the Territory in all e.s_pects 

of its political life; and invites the J,dministering Authoi~ity to esta".::)lis~1 

such targets in the light of the Charter of the United Ns.t5-ous, the 

Trustee ship Agreement and the Declaration on the granting of iLdepenc.ence 

t:J coloniel countries and peopl es, General Assem"bly resol1J.tion 1514 (XV) 11
• 

(A/1~818, paragraph 22, pnge 12) 

Tne reply of the Administering Authority to this r e quest is virtual 

mockery. In its annual report, the .Adr:linistering Authority flatly states: 
11Havi.ng reGard to all the peculiar circumstances o:f Nauru, and 

having particular regard to the u11certainty of the future home, and 

belie-ring that attempts to fix political target dates in the best of' 

circur.1stances can be no more than conjectures, the Administering Authority 

does not· consider that realistic target date s for - political adve.:1cement 

can "be establishedu. (T/1589, pa;~e L:-5) 

Th"t;;.s, the Adrninister::.ng Authority ignores the United rrations and pe.rticula!"l:r 

the will of the He.urw,ms, ·-;,rho den:and that 2. date :for their independence be 

j_!J. the memo presented b:'./ the Nauru Local Goveri.:cent Council, entitled. 

n'.i:a::rget Dates for Hauru11
, it is stated directly that the Naui·uan people are 

den:anding that such planned target dates be fixed for the progressive move;:ient 

o:f ___ !l1e_ Territory tmm:rd independence. On page 3 of annex 2 to the repo:i:t o:f 

the Visiting l1Iission, we read: 
1=Looking en•.riously around and beyond us, we see other isla::ids and 

peoples; some ,just euerging fror:i. their old lii'e while others are being 

prepared, with realistic target dates fixed for p1~ogressive ad.vanccr.:ent 

towe.rds independence. ·we are not even favoured i;d th tentative target 

dates. On the other hand, we are being loaded ,Tith intangible prc;1:isc::s 

which seem to accurnulate stratum after stratv..:n as the years roll byi:. 

(T/1595/Add.1) 

Upon c-9.reful examination of the circur:i.stanccs1 it •will be seen that the N2urusns 

go on to write: 
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o~e• s enthusiasm and initiative are ine7i tabl~r muffled and 

blunted by too nuch and r:iost of t:'le t:i.r::e unnecessary restricticns or 

in other words, we are being too muc:1 and unnecessarily ·hedged in". 

(roid.) 

In conclusion, . the Local Govcrl"~'Ticnt Cou:icil o:f Hauru states: 
II • • . . 

We now propose·. once ~gain, that realistic ta::;-get dates .. o. set for 

. our independence, 1:. ( Toid~ , pa,'.;e 4) 

And what sort of decision is being proposed by the Ac!.'llinistering Autho:d ty 

to the people of· Nauru with regard to the freedom of th'at tr-...ist Te:~ri tory, At 

the t,-,enty-seventh session of the Trusteeship Council, there was a c.ete.ilcd 

discussion· of the ·question of the future of Nauru and its people. • Special 

criticism was levied e:t the plan of' the Administering Authori. ty regarding the 

resettlement of Na"J.ruaris in Australia. Tnis plan was criticized beca;.1se it 

ir.i.plied the· liquidation of the national essence OI the Nauruan cor.:.:.111-.r.i ty and 

would have been tantar.1.ount to its . assimilation in Australia. Si.::2ce then a whole 

year has passed and unfortunately, as can be seen frcr:: the report·of the Visiting 

Mission of the United i'Iations :for 1962, the Adninist2ri~g Authority has done 

nothing whatever toward the constructive solution of' the proble8 regarding the 

future of the trust Territory in accordance with the wishes of the IJa1.1rua::-1 :people. 

As can be seen free the docu.11e::1t presented to the-Cour..cil, .the only pla~· 

which the· Australian &.Cll:linistrators have •with regara. to Irauru is the _old pl2n . 

for the resettlement of Ha.uruans ·in Austral.ia; this is .t.½e sa!lle pl.s.n which ,.;as 

rejected by the Nauruans themselves. The i _nsistence upon this plan by t:::i.e 

Adi!:inistering Authority is typical. At last year1 s sessio:i, ·the Trusteeship 

Co'J.ncil heard assur,mces -by the Administering Authority that it will ba,se. itst::lf 

affecting the future of Nauru. As is lmO'lm, the population cif'- the i·sland has 

rejected the plan. Yet again an~ again attempts are be~cg ffiade by the 

Adnini.sterine Authority to enact sc!:lethicg w:1ich i ·s unacce:ptable to the pecple. · 

In order to achieve this end, the Administerir::g h.uthor:::.ty has atte:-,_;pted to 

utilize the Visiting Mission of the Trusteeship Council 1-faich was sent to the 

island of Nauru -L'-iis year. This atter::1pt wa.s greatly e.ssisted by the fact that 

half of the Visiting Ni ssion was composed of representati_ves of colonial Pm,ers. 
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the post of Chairman of the; V:'..si ti!'lg I-iission was given Jco the 

Sir Hu5h FoGt, the rep:::esentuti ve o:f 

one of · the three Powers which compose the iidn5-nistering Authority of the trust 
'T'=.-- • -L. - --=.._ .. cJ. ..,ory of l'Tauru. Sir Hugh, of course, has tried to safeguard the intere.,~~s 

a:e the Ad.rciinisterj_ng Autho:ri ty in the course of carr~rJ.ng ou.t . the so-celled 

inspection of the island of Nauru . It is r.o accident that in the Visiti!1g 
... ~ . t" - • ' l.•.w..ss:;_on· s report, and :particularly here at the r;;eetings of the Trusteeship 

Cou...""lcil, Sir Hugh has tried i:1 ever:/ •.~ay possible to stress the :fact that tl1c 

proposals on the question of the future of the Ik:uruan peo:Dle must be fo:.·mulated 

by the .li.ustralian Governrr.ent, rather th.J.n by the Na:..u.·uan people themselves. 

In this connexion, ue we-;.·e ratncr intE:rest,:;d to note the st'::tte:cent just 

made by the rep::esentnti ve of He,;.r Zeo.la::.1d ·which stressed another aspect of.' the 

matter -- one on ~.-ihich we agr~e with h~m fully tllat any p:roposo.ls must 

co:ne prics.rily f:.:or:i the Hauruan people , that t.he:,· must decide ,-ih::tt place is 

s1J.i table. fo:: them and wnat place is not suitable. He agr2e with such an 

apprcacn. 
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Moreover, in· bis statemenis the Chairman of the Visiting Missic.n tried to lay 

emphg,sis on the claim _that .the aspirations of the Nauruan people in trying to 

obtain a new island. as .a ne,r home should not be encouraged too much. He tried 

to c~st doubt upon the re:;listic nature and feasibility of the p:coposals adva.ncer.l 

by _the representa.tives of the I-!auruan peopl~. Let us turn to tbe r •::?port 

of the Visiting Mission to see wtat. is, sta~~d there. In para.graph 78 of tl1a,t· 

report we find the following: . 

t11-7bile it_ is necessary, in our opinion, to. carry . out this si.1rvey of • 

possible island homes with uq~ency and thoroughness ( the 1·;auruans ·oein:g 

kept fully informed as .the survey proceeds) the Mission doubts whether. the 

search for an island bor:,e in fact offers the best hope of a solution for 

these people.If 

And what does the Visiting Mission :propose 7 In paragraph 79 of the report we 

find the follm-ring: 

"The Mission consequently feels that 2s an alternative to .the proposal 

for a.n island home, a pro:pose.l shoulcl be worl~ed. out and set out in detail 

for the establishment of a single corununi ty centre for the Ifauruans in 

Australia. within easy reach of some 1-r:ain centre of population. This would 

be a _develop~ent frcm and an improvement on the gen~rous offer already made 

by the Australian Governrcent. 11 

It is quite clear therefore, from what the Vjsiting Mission states in these 

paragraphs of this report, that this proposal of the Visiting Mission 

unfortunately differs in no substantial way whatsoever fror:i the plan of the 

.Adn:inistering Authority which already has been examined here and which has been 

categorica.J..ly re.jected by the Nauruan people as running counter to their desires 

to resettle tbel:!selves on a new island so as to have their Oi-m indepen::ient State 

en that new island. of their mm choice. What is being proposed by the Visiting 

Mission does not go beyond tbe proposal of tbe Administering Autbori ty to settle 

the Nauruans in the terri tor.:r of Australia., if necessarJ even in a separate 

comnun:i. ty, a so::ct of reser,r,a.tion, as it were, for a non-white people. And 

naturally, any thought whatsoever of creP.ting on Australian territorJ a separate 

and independent Ifouruan state is completely excluded. 
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The N9.uruan people quite justly re.j e ct any plans for tbeir r e s ,~ttle:-~ent which 

:i.n:ply the liq_uidntion of the Nam·uan co!:muni ty 2.nd. its ne.ti.cr1~l ess2nce., and. it 

reason that they fla.tly :cej2cted. the plan of the Adininist~rlr!g 

Autb.ori ty. In the rc.emore.ndun2 submitted by the Ne.uru Local Government Council in 

respect of a future home for the Nauruan people it is stat2d that the proposals 

of tbe Australian Government a.re unsatisfe.ct:>ry in all rega.1·d::;. Tbe Local 

Government Council expresses the fear that the tbree Governments composi::1;; t i:ie 

Administering Authority had b e en tr"Jing to disperse tbe Ifaurue.n people by 

resett}.ing them and assimilati?:ig them in the tnree countries. They · point out 

that " ... such a sche~e is not in keeping ·with the spirit of the U.N. Che..rter:r 

(T/1595/At1d.l, A.~nex I, page 11). They go on to say: 

r:This is the proposal to assimilate ou::.· people into the metropolitnn 

corrr:mni ties of At:.strA.lia, New Zealand. and th2 U:1i ted Kingdom. This would 

,r.ci tc . finis to i-Tauruans as a race and we sir'lply cannot see our -r.-my clear 

to agree to it. No amount of e::,:pl2nation could possibly change the 

fundamentµl nature of the proposals in tnis regard. At best one could only 

r2inil".lize the stock effect of a ·suddc=n implementation of such a schene, by 

inple:::enting it not s ,:> suddenly. EYen • tben it could only e.ssur;:te another 

forI'.l but its execution, however gradual will essentially remain a syster.:2tic 

or methodical o"bliteration of the J:Tauruan race fron the fe.ce of this earth. 

'Ihe 1:.ssura!lce or rather the view tl2e.t at le.ast tbere will always be 

Australians in :uture who could prob8bly trace tbeii Rr.cestrJ, if they wish 

to, to the Nauru.an race which once lived·on Nauru, is indeed poor 

consolation. n (Ibid., pages 11 and 12) 

rcGettle1~•2nt, c.s advcca-ted by cne or two r:::.e~oers of' the Trusteeship Council 11 
-­

and I think thos~ cer:.cers of the Truste:;sbip Council will 1:nou who is 

or otherwise of tbe :proposals 5ho-..rlcl be lci'-t to the individual. Ic this un . 
att:2r::pt at sclY:: :forn of coercion? We hop,3 the vie,r ·.rill not b0 :pu-t into 

practj_ce .u i I'--, _, 
\ l..,.J..U• • 
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Tbe Soviet delegation wishes to as sun~ the Ha'.lruan peo:;;,le a~1'1 its 

repres~:?~:t·i~;·e lie:i:-~ in the' Tru_s·teesbip Council, the Head Chief cir' Ifa1'.r"..1._:, thnt 

it will nevej:. a:gi~2e· tb pi.ans -of this .l~ind ontb~ part of the Ack.inister.ing· 

Aut1?-ority ·and w:i..11 strenuously object t? their app:co'vai in any :fo.1:m wbatsoever 

. in the Trustee_sbip c~'un;il oi~ in ·any otb:c!r organ o'f • tbe United. Nations. The 

I 
l 

r 

Soviet · de~~gat~on resolt.1-tely rejec_ts any propcsal~, no matter· f'roo· ,zhorn they r:.o.y ; . 

come, ~rh~~~- run·_ -~oant~r to tlle inte:i;:est_s and ·t:ie • eJ,-prez.sed desires of the Na11ruanl 

pe'.)ple. The Soviet delegation declares itself in opposition to tllese plans _of th., 

Adn:iinistei·ing Authority since ·these pla~s are purely preda:to'ry 1~ nature a:id 

?ased only on the· i"nt:erests of -the A&niniste:dng Authority, wbicb interests e.re 
• . . ~ . . 

to be found in tbe existence of phosphates on the· island. He have al::·eac.y stated 

and we now repeattbat the propose.ls aci.vanced by .the .Administering Authority 

a.rise f::.~o:n tne policy of ruthless e:;-.--ploi tat~on of the natural re~curces. of the 

island of. Nauru . as carried out by one of the three adr:11:nistering countri_es 

through the _ Bri tisb Phos:9lmte Commissioners. _The Sov-iet delegation has triecl in 

the past to get the Trusteesbip Co'..lncil to req_uire tbe .Administering Autbori ty 
\ . ' - -- . . . 

to.change its policy with respect to Nauru, that it base this policy not u:_Jon 

the 1919 Agreeoent for the exploitation o:f t:ie pbosph~te deposits of N8.uru 

an agreel!!ent which is nothing other than e. colonialist plan, for exploiting the 

·.·: natural resources of tb.e island -- but that it b_ase- itself on,the. Trusteeship 

Agreement, the Charter of the .United Nations and the General Assen:.bly's 

I 

=Declaration on the gre.nting of independence to colonial countrie~ _and peoples. 

We. still continue to bel~eve . that there ~re ...,,,-ays and means for. ~:1~t1ring ! 
natu:r~ ~nd p!:'ope~ {iving condi t .ion~ _for th,= ind.igencu.s . inhabitants_. of. the island 1) 

within the framework of freedom an~ -~ndependence. Un:fortunate;Ly, tbi_s_ aspect U 

of the pr_oblem is ;:;ornething to which the: Visiting t,1is~icn has ~at devoted any 11· 

tir:::.e in- its work and in its repor~ • .. To this end. it is necessary, first of all, 1'

1

:

1

: .. 

to turn over all rights and control over th~ natural resources of the island to 

the people of Hauru. The ownership _:o_f all the_ land __ containing p_hosphe.tes must 
. . . 

be returned to them in fuli, without _the necessity for their paying aGything 

therefor. •. A_ll of the e'q_uipment :and facilities _utilized f,)r the mining and 

processing of· the phosphates ~ust, be. tu:;..·necl- over to ·the~, and ·the Natiruan peop;J..e 
... . . ~. .. •, . 

thenselves must exercise full control over; the e},,_-ploi:tati6.ri or"" .the'_ phosphate 

deposits and receive the full profits from tb~se natural resourc;~·s • As we stated 

( 



::~.~-1r1Jc,.:1 !_:11:;!·.):}le<) UnC_.2r ·tl1ese ci:""C'..l.!:lsta:1·c~s, ti1er2 \-T•:):J.l.d no l.011ge :c be any e;-:ccs:.:1ve 

1.:,~:,: r:.-:.:.·s -:-;io~ . .1.s "9lt.1nc"Le::.. ... ing of tbe islE".:..1d's l'esaurces, 1-rit:"J the reBu.lt that_ t~~ 0 

isJ.a:1d 

. ' 
r::i.llic :c! ·S,.Jt::J 
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Represe:::2tatives of the Haurw:m :people have written, quite rightly, in their 

memorandum: 
11To us, t he indigenous people of t ::is land, it appears that ti:1.e object of 

• . -
paramaunt importance in the whole set-up in ti1is island is the B.P.c. and 

all. that it stands for. 
11S:xnctimes, it makes us feel tl:.at ,1e, the ind:..2-;enous people, are being 

looked upon as a bit of a nuisance and a hu;abug and sl:o:.~ld ha·,;e been 

somewr1ere else away from this ph-asphate island. 
1:Tr:erefore, we sucm.i..t that the islac1d. is being e::-~ploited prfo.:aril;,,- for:\ 

the benefits of countries and. people ot"her\ than ·fr:e ':;.s12.nd itseTf -and its II_ 

indigenous~pco~le. 

riwe request, tben, that our inte:::-ests te placed be:fm:e all other interest 

and tr..at wl:cne·,rer clashes of interests occur) ours be given first 

consideration." (T/1595/i,dd.l) Am1ex r✓, p. 2) 

This statement eloquently characterizes the very essence of the :_policy of 

the Aclministerir:.g Authority on. the Isl9.nd of nauru tow2.rds tl~e people and 

indicates the degree of intere.st and in-,-ol vement of the Aclr:1inis".;ering J.uthcrity 

in t:i.1e Island.. This statement also enti::-ely refutes tlle staten:8nt of tl·,e 

Visiting Mission to the effect that ti:e ii.doinistering Autilority takes good care 

of the interests of ti:e ;;;opulation. 

T:.1.e princip:11 factor whict determines our attitude to•,10.:cds tl:e prop::>s~ls of 

1\ustral ia as ~ .. eil a.;; o ;:,her proposals resardi;'."16 t1.1e 1~uture of the Tri.:st Territory 

is tne lack of as:i.-ee::.ent wi ti;. such ~lans on the part of the pop1llation of the 

Island itself. 'Z:is is the basic an.d governir.g factcr and it is uhat the 

Trusteeship Council sh::,uld be guided by in reaching its deci::;io:.t. h.ny plans and 

proi;oss.ls regarc.ing the future of the Tr.:.st Territory of I-:au:tu and. its 

supported by them. \.Jithout their agreen;ent) no decision sl:ould be adopted on t~1e 

implementat"i;on of any such pl::ms. 

The Soviet deler~at:Lon giv·es its ung_1..:a2.i .fied suJp0r~ ta t~1e d.e~2ands 0f ·tl-:e 

Eauruan people regarding tn~ creati.0~1 o:: tl1eir own inde::_::enc.en~ 8.!:d sover1;;ign 

st9.te, He believe ;that the Trustees~1ip Ccn.J.r:.::il oust rs.;;_t:.ire fro,.1 t~1e 
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:l. ts ad.option of immediate measures for the handing over of ccmplete authority to 
..... ' '--.:'l.e ind.it;enous inhabitants of the T.cust Territory in acco::::cl3-nce with the 

De clarati'.)t1 of tn€: Gcne~:al Assembly of 14 Dece:n::ier 1960 (1514 (XV)'). The 

Ao.ministering ;, 1., ::.hori ty must take ste:9s toward the fulfill:-:e ?:"-it of those j1.1st 

d.ematids co:.:.tain-::cl in t he menJl'andF.n submitted by the .Nauru Local Government 

CoD.:icil nnd. in the p::::or,osals of the Eauruans of 19 June 19S2. 

The So ,,-ie-;:, c.~le c;at:.on conr.-iders tha t t.o the Naur~an :pe;::>ple, represented by 

the Nauru Loco.l G_overnment Council, rr.ust b e hcnded ,over full o.wnership, without 

compensation, of all tlle assets and property of the British Fhos:phate Co:npan~/ in 

order that the people ther.iselves may dispose of the natural resources of tne 

island and carry out the mining and prncessing of phosphates in a fashion and on 

a scale wi:1ich would be com...':lensurate with their needs and :i.nterests. 

Again, the Soviet delegation believes emphatically that the Trusteeship 

Co;..:;.:a_cil must take into full account t he expressed will of tl1e people of Nauru 

and. cmst categorically reject the plans of the Adrninisterin; Authority regarding 

resettlerr:ent of the Nauruans in .Australia and their assit!lilation into that 

covntry; such plans are aimed at the liquidation of the Ha11ruan commw.1ity in the 

:i.nterests of the British Phosphate Co!npany which acts as an overlord in the 

Island.. 

The Head Chief of Nauru, in one of his brief statemen',.,s in the Council, 

touched. upon the substance of our discussion here when he said: 

ur thin.¼: that the r.:ain p:::-oblem lies in the reconciliation of the wish of the 

Nauruan people to set up an independent, sovereign state on an island 

adjacent to Australia with the wishes of the Australian Gove:rnment in the 

matter. 11 (T/PV.1190, p.41) 

The Soviet delegation believes that the demands of the Hauruan people are 

£air and justified and we fully support them. In our opinion., the Trusteeship 

council, if it is to be true to the Charter of the United Nations and the 

Declaration of the Gene:::al Assembly on the granting of independence to colonial 

:peoples· and. countries, mLtst unequivocally and without any qi..:.alificaticns support 

tl:.ese derca~1.•is of· the I·:auruan p eople. 

The PJESIDEI-JT: I call on the representative of the United Kingdo:n to 

exercise his r:Lght of reply. 
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Sir Hugh FOOT (United Kingdom): I do not p:.:opose to discuss any of the 

:Points raised. liy the representative of the Soviet Union at this stage e:-~ce:pt to 

deal with two accusations which he e1ade., one e.gainst t:rie Mission and one against 

myself. 

He said that the 'lisiting Mission had been utilized i'or t he purposes of the 

Ad.:ninistering Authority. Other members of ti.!e Mission are per::ectly ca:p2 . ."i:;le 

s:pe:i.king ~or themselves., and I should like to say, as Chnir~.:1e.n o f the i-1ission, 

-;:.hat we were not open or a va i lable _to be used by anyone. 

Then the represent.2.tive of .the Soviet Union :nac'.e a personal acc0.sation a5ainst 

r::.yself. He said that my purpose w:1s to safe6 na:cd tl:e inter2sts ol ti.1e 

Administering AuthGrity. ':!:hat is a most serious accu.:iution. Hi1ea I was 

honoured by this C:our1cil in being elected as Chnirman of the Visiting Mission 

e.nd I ti1ink that the election was tmanj_mous -- I retard.ed it as my duty to de 'r.)te 

my uhole effo::.·t to the se:::vice of this C0u..-:cil and to the people of Haunl, and· 

not of ny mm Go'/ernn:e~1t. 

tirce when I 1ms appointed. 

I have not consulted my Go-.rerm.:ent cetveen now e.nd the 

It may be a distinction d"l.fficult :for tl1e represe:-.tati ve 

cf the Soviet Union to understand. I would. si~ggest that the accusetion which l:~e 

he.s 1::ade is unworthy of him. 

I look forward to :future oppQrtu!1itJ_es of 

vigo:cc0.1s detate 11ith the representative of the Soviet Union, but I think that i:e 

is not se1·ving t·'1is Councj ~ ,,ell when he ma~;:es imputations a gainst the personal 

gc0a. fait!1 of ot:1er 1r.eG1bers of t!1is C0ur1cil. 

M.r. OEE:{fi.;r.rr:o ( UQion of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interp:cetati:::m fro:n 

Russian): "'r'";y re:n.ar'.-:::s were a sta-cement of the position of the Soviet delegation on 

-': ~1::_:; suo j :;et _: our pur ~o s e 'J?.s not to a.d va:1ce any accusations a gainst the 

Visiting i\iission orJ personnlly., e.gains t the Chairman of the Visiting I-.Iission.. 

I consider tbat any t!letrf:Jer of the T1·usteeship Council has a :eight to exp1·ess 

his view regarding tl:,e :ceport of the Visiting i:-'iission and. to e:q_n·ess i.1is critical 

eve.ltts.tion of srn1e of t~1e ~arts of that report. If any meillcer of the Council 

hap~ens to disagree with any of tl1e proposals or conclusions in the report, he 

W,:)'J.ld r.:.ot be honest and frap.k if he did not express his disa;_;l'2er.1ent. Therefore, 
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I fully re3pect the oplnion that is held b;;,· the :cep1·esent2.ti·:_e of t Le United 

Kingdom,. Chai:cwan of the Visiting "Mission~ He l:las his own p::>in-t. n"!: v:ew and · we 

must take it into account; ve must :cecognize its existence. ·Eut we too huve our 

mm 0pinion, which is q1.1i te . distinct f::.·o!ll his. When I said that t:C1e 1·ep:.::esentative 

of the United l(inc;dom had ·defended the · interests of the Adn ii.1istering Aut}:-,o::.•itJ, 

that was an e::pression of our. point of view. l,\;o :pe:csonal attaclc is i l!pl:'...ed. 'J:'l,is 

is our assess'o.ent of the situation. · We have now ·hee.rd a statement by the 

rep:::-esentative of- the United ;:cinsdom, Sir ii1.~gh :?oot, to the eZfect that ne was. 

only a.e f e!lding the ir..te:::ests of the Hauruan people·. 



(~Ir. Oberem...~o, USSR) 

HowJ the Council has before it a ·special document sett1ng forth the 

point of view of the Nau.ruan people. In .view of tll~ stateme,:1t ti::1.t has just been 

rr.ade, I venture to express the hope that the delegation of the United Kingci.ou.., 

and Sir Hugh Foot personally, will support the proposals contain•~d in that 

document, ·which was presented on 19 June by the Nauru Local GoveY.'nr.:ent Council• 

'Ihat would be the best ,my for the represe:1tative of the United Kingdom to 

demonstre.te that he does indeed defe!"ld the interests of t~e Naur·..12.n people• 

The PRESID:SI'.T: I now call on the rcpresentatLre of Bolivia in exercise 

of his right of reply. 

llir. SAIAEi-\XrA (Bolivie.) (interpretation from Spanish): 7he Soviet 

Union representative obviously he..s the r:i.ght to make a critical r~v,::lua·;.,ion of' 

the :report pres ented by the Visit::Cng l:'<iission to Nauru and Hew Guine9.. I in no 

way dispute that right. 

However, in one part of ·his staterJent the Soviet Union representative said 

that the Chain::an of the Mission, Sir Hugh Foot, had exercised 11 self-inspection11
, 

Now that critical evaluation is offensive not only to the Chairrr1.an of the 

Visiting Mission, but to all the -c.er::bers of the 1:-lission. I hope that the Soviet 

representative, l-'lr. Obereu;.:co: ,-rill understar1<l that I n:ust reply and that I 

ce.nnot accept such a genere.li::ation, particularly as it concerns me. 'Ihere are 

several Yeasons for this. 

'Tne Soviet representati',re is well aware that, in this Visiting Mission to 

me-c:.bership of which I had the honou.:::· to be elected by the Council} I could not 

accept points of vieu ~-1h1.ch I did. not share or sign a document containing opinions 

lrhich were not n:ine. 

I wculd. a s'..{ the Soviet U!:"licn :representative to allow Ele in turn to !!:ake a 

critical evaluation of his point of view. He considers that it is the exclusive 

right of t;:12 pecple of Ifauru to seek solutions for the prcblem of Nauru 1 s future., 

inc luding the p:,ssfoility of settler::ent on a hypothetical island. 



I do not thir,k that this right can 'oe exe,;:cisecl e;r.clusively by the inhabit""t• 
..... "-1 i:::: . . . . . 

o:f this .island, wi_thout the nssiz-:~z.:r1:::::e cf the Adrniniste:cin::: Auth_ority. ,-,,,.., 
~ ,.Lr,ese Peop~1:: 

are sc:c::e~-rho.t iscl2.ted on a~ isla:1.d in tlie o?es.n; they __ er~ separateJ. from the rest of 

•~ al8 ·.ro:rlci by z:::eat c.istances; endth:;..s _p-re 0:ents the:n :frcm. )?erso:1ally stuclyi:::ig the 

2 .·s.:_:i_bilities of' a:noth'c)r locatioc1, I an sure tnat the Soviet repr,:}se:'ltative., with 

l::I.: s""r:ss vf realism and log:'..c, r.mst 2.gree with r1e that any solution to this probleo 

r:1~:.:-'.: be a jcint effort; the q_uestio~1 must. be solved by n.;recment bet;.,cen the . 

At a previcus meeting, I stressed the pcint th~t t"he Aci:::;;.inistei-ing _Authority 

r&d. °s8::n very slOi: in subrr,itt:ns s;;ecific ple.ns. Tb.at is why the Vis:i.t.irig I-1issicn 

• ·.-·a:.:~ c-::::;.--: ,2J_]_c1 to submit tentative solu~ic~1s for sti.::.dy he.re as po.s.sfrilities~ That 

bdnc:_; tl:~ caoe, I d.o not beli-~ve thr.-,t tl:-2 eqm<T::.mL:y or gocd. faitb. cf the Visiting 

i,:-{s:-,7.::n cc-:·,_ 0e q•_-,_estic:1.ed. In this com::.ex~.:m1 what Sir Hugh Foot has ju.:;t said i::; 

c;.:--~-;- :.,e c•:,r;.··cc.: t. ~fo;:! C:hRi::.'rcz.n cf ou:!:' Missio::1 acted. with tee greatest pos ;;ible • 

c·c;;::,:'.t.i.'1::. :~y·-- or:·='-, cs:;ie'.!ie.lly in New GuiLea, tl:is was scmetin:es verJ' c°'..:'..:ti'icult for 

S-:' -:, :c· <~. ert to the s'J.bject, it is only logi:;al that this d.ebG.te sr..ould. evoke 

sca:s d.ii.:'1' ·::r::::D.ces c,f opinion on the e 0rs.J.uation c:f the work done b;-y- the Visiting 

Viiss:i.cri. But the Soviet repre.ser:tative 1~~st aclr:lit that the proposals ,;:l1i(:h have. nm1 

besn s1-.:.::r:1:l.~.:,teci by Head Chief de Rcbu.rt., the President cf . the r:auru Loc2.l GoverGment 

Ccu1,cil_, cl.id not exist l-'iissior1 in rrau-ru. 

to the .11_0.uinistering Aut:1ority onl~/ a few· weeks ago. 

These proposals were s,ib:iitted. I 
Hou, t:1e~1, cot..lld we have 

on a situ2.t:.cn whi-:i:1 lid not exist whe::i we ·were 

Fi:-.2.lly -- and I sa-::r this becau3e ·we must act with the greates·c degee of 

cOjecti~.-it~,r -- tl:e representati"'re of the Iiauru ~_ccal Goverrn::1ent Council~ rcplyin3 _to 

a spec:!.:'i~ questicn put by Sir Hugh Foot, stated that; he did not exclude the concrete 

:propose.ls whici1 hac. been put to the J.\c:m; r,istering Authority. 

Quite f:ca:.:.};:l;y ;;:ncl si1:.c81·ely 1 I ~JJ.s t s e.y tl~a t the_ 

Sc,·iet representat::,e will give us details on hmr he thinks resolution 1514 (XV) c_an 

I h8]e I ::-,.::i.y be :forc;iven :for r.:a}:ir1g the following clarification. The only 

p'.) ::..nt en ,;.;:-,i0..:h I am cc;-:1pletely in disagrec-:te:.1t ,-,i th the So'liet rep:resentat5xe is 

ti:.at he believes tho.t the q_uestion of resettle:·,1ent is within the exclusive province 

cf t:r-~2 pr::pulc::tion of He.uru aP-d I believe that the;..~e must be an agreement betwe ':!n 

\ 
I 
\ 
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i\Ir_._rt"-~'.G (China): I should l:ke to mke one gen'2ral observc.-:ion on an 

esta'clished. p1·cc-;:. :i_ce of the Trusteeship CounciL I hope that what I em 2-bout to 

so.y will not be r::isundcrstood. I a.m not referring to the interventions we . have 

Js.st he0rd; I 21n refzrring to the role of the Visitini3 Mission in the Council Is 

delibereti.cns 01: t he Territory visited by that Mission .. 

It is the established practice of the Tn:steeship Council that cftcr the 

Chainnan and ot;-1-:~· mer:foers of the Visiting Mission have returned from t:ne 'I1erritorJ' 

end have siG;ned the report., and after that report has been presented to the Council 

by the Chairr.2an cf the 1-.iission, the members of the Visiting !;iissicn are under no 

obligation to answer nny questions, except {or the purpose o:f clarifying the word.ins 

of the repcrt itself. 

Members will recall that, for exar:1ple, hr. Dorsinville, who 1-ras Chairnan of' 

sc::r:e Visiting Missions to various African Trust Territories, decliriecl to answer 

any q_1..1estions put to him by rep1·esentatives on the Council, and his position was • 

fully supported by the Council. 

I vould give ::mother exar..;,le. In 1959, the then President of the Council, 

l·.,:r. Asha., tried in varicus ways to put questions to .me.,as Chairman of' the 1958 

Visiting t-Iission, on our report. I made it quite clear that since I was the 

ex-Chairr:an cf tl1e Visiti~g Mission I found it inappropriate to answer any 

qu estions or enter into s.ny discussion in that capacity., or tc exp:cess a-:i.y opinion. 

I aJ.so zcid. to the Council that members of the Visiting Mission were present in 

the Ccuncil only in their capacity as members of the Council and could state factsJ 

if the Council wished.: but nothing more. 

I should very much like to see that this gocd practice and traditicn of the . 

C0u~cil is p~e served. 

I turn now to my general statement on the Trust Territory of' Nauru. 
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Once . agai".l in its consic.erntion of co"C.diti.ons -in the Trust Ten~it:>ry 

of' Nauru in th~ year under review the T:i.' '..1steeshtp . Co11r-cil hc.s the benef~t of 

We wish to e:,qiress v:arm appreciatic!1 of the 

good. work of :the distinguished lliemoers; of the.1962 Visiting Mission. 

good to hear f;.~c;m the Chainw.n: that on·- tJ:1e Vis::..ting M_issipn the ezperier:,ce 

of the two admiilistrators and the two. 9-iploms. i:;:.3 wc.s ·well oal~r::ced, not ~nly 

by- virtue of . -t::~ eq_c12.lly divided 1J1embershi:p a3: ·_envisage.d in .Article Article 66 . 

of the Cne.rter. _ Hct,~1.ing could have been more fitting_ than. t _]:la t. the. l!!S. n . . . . . . . . . 

le.ading this .Visiting Hiss.ion to Nau1:~, whose people are . cl?man~ing mol·e pm1ers,, 

.. should ·oe an EnglL;,man with -the instinct for . self-goverr.m~~t and -with 

practical e}~erience gained in the co~rse of his career. 

In introducing ti:1.e rei;ort of the Visiting Ni~si9n. $ir Hugh Foot made. an. . . . 

intere:.,ting arrl ~lso t.ir:lely reference to the Mayflower. I:E h:9-pp_ens to be__.. 

coincidence .of historical. interest wh~ch our i'riencls from. Nauru .might be 

interested to hear that, according to American histors·, had it not been for the 

stumbling"?loek of t:ie numerous islands in the South Pacific and the prevailing 

easterly winds, the ?olyne:Jians might have. reached fu:nerica .in their skillfully . . . 

navigated canoes even e2.rlier than the pc.ssenger,s_ o.::i the fle.et_ led by the 

Nayflm1er~ 

This ti.ne, : <ls it .:::as before, the Council hcs ~njoy.ed the abl.e assistance 

of the Special Representative., M1~. McCarthy.. It ·was also a great pri'-:'ilege.:. 

to have the leader of the· Nauruan. people, the able Head. Chief Mr. de Roburt, . 

come to join in our discussions in the Covricil. As one of . those who cann.ot 

forget his most friendly and generous . reception . on the island in 1959, it is my 

p e:rsonslpl.easure to welcome the Head Chief here. His presence and.his 

assistan.ce to the. Council have · enabled us .to know more o:f the . thinl~ing _of t he 

Nauruan people on matters relating to their vital interests, and the Head 

Chief has certainly der:;onstrated the great capacity and stature of He.urunn 

leadershi:p1 

I wish now to say a few words abot.t the :political developments in nauru 

in gener::i.l. It h(ls been the vie,1 of my delegation that tl1e uncertc.in-i;:.y as we 

see it in the -.,:hole question of the resettlement of the Nauruan co::r~"llu,-ii ty 

should not prevent the Administering J:.uthority from giving effect to neasuras 

which will advance self-government in Nauru. The documents in the annexes 
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to the Visitj_n;;.- Mission I s reoo:rt have c2.u<Jed us concern that no · nro;;:ress w . - ..t"' 

s~en:s to ho.ve been me.:le sj_nce -this Counc~_l endon-,~d th2 re~o:::i:.uendation o-£: the 

1959 Visiting Miss :~on to grant me;:-;'! powers :to the Nauruan Local Gove:;.:r_.-ue;:1t 

Council. Like ,.:,-ther3, \.le feel st:..·0;_1.gly that the Administering Authority 

should not be rel 1.:ctant to take a ce1~tain amou~,t of risk in can:ying out ·ooth 

its c.eclarecl :rolicy 2.nd the objective of the T, ·;.:ateeahi:p Agreen,e:1t. We hJ.d 

ho}.)~d t hat t~1c ~\.d;,_::_n:i . .;;t;e;,_·ing Authority wot~ld in:forn the Council at this session 

that rnes.sures hac. already : been te.ken to broG.de:;:1 the :r:;m:ers of tLe Local 

Government Coi;nc:i.l. We are disappointed that nothi::ig has ·oeen heard fr,:!11 tl1e 

S:pecial Representative to that effect. As I have said, we do · not share the 

view that, because of the uncertain future of the island, time should be lost 

in determining the future sh9.pe of Nauruan self-government. It is necessary 

tbat the people of :Nauru be ussisted in every possible way to be self:-governing 

in all their dc;:;1estic affairs. t-'hny of the po-:;1ers and functions of the 

Administration in tc.e Territory should be devolved, with deliberate speed, Uf:On 

the representative government institutions of the people. 

Hith·our own knowledge, gained during our previous visit to the island, . 

-we ,-10uld. like at the . sar:1e tir:ie to urge that the. Local Goverr..ment Council itself 

should. utilize its existing powers to the fullest extent. We in this Council 

h:?.ve been co:icern2::l zbout the fact that the Local GoverP..ment Council has 

r..ot yet exercised its ::pm1e:?::" of ·taxation~ Since the H3.urua::i people are now 

looking far ahead to,1ard.s their future, the Naur~an people themselves have to be 

fully prepared t,:, be able to bear the responsibility for all the services which 

t:-ie Acministering Authority is now rendering to the people of Nauru. 

In the 1r:2tteT of selt,-goverr-:ment, the· Visiting Mission l1as put forward a 

sf:nsible rcco:::mend2.tion that an ad_visory corrEittee should be set up at once 

to consider the ,,11-:ole ~atter of full Na.uru'.::l.n participation in the legislature 

and in t:he executive adninistration of the island., to report ·with reccr'-illendations 

within a period not gre::i.ter than six r:onths. We l:ope that the Administering 

J,.utl::ority ,dll [be tbat 1·ecora-i1end.ation its prc::n_pt o.nu. favourable cons.:L·ieration. 

Dince th,:; I.., ~- ~n,.l: s phospl1ate i::i.dustl·y is a:i integral i-:art of the <::C.)':lor:.j_c 

life of' the Ha1 n-u2.n people; t:1e Visiting .Hi.ssion has rightly recom1;endei that 

fro::1 n011 en t::e Eau:-uon peol)le should be r;i ven full participatio:1 :In o.2.:1-

a.ecisions of.' the British Phos9hate Co;r.raissior:ex·s which affect Nau'ruan interests. 
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For such po.::c<:,icipation it would be a good. begi_nning that_ t~,e . sysJ.;e::-i_ of an . 

2nnual confe::.·c-,:ce should b2 insti tutec: en a perma:.1ent. basis so. that ti-::e 
. t . • -"' " 1)1 • h • ·c 1 • ' • represenca . J.. '-'CS O.i. i:;ne ... 1cs1J a--ce o!npany anc.. t.:.e Nauruan e~ected 6ovF.:rP.1i.ent 

co1;ld me0t r~,31.1larly° and r8;iew ti1e activities of the ~hosph2te Com_pE;rw 

Such c_l,:,2r 
. . 

consuJ.t3.tion a;.1d co-operation bet,1ecn the Phosphate Ccrn:)any a:1d the I-ia"-1;:'uan. 

pe)plc ,wuld. h.1.ve fa.r-r~aching anu. c.esil·o.ble effects upon the future 

partnersll:i.p c.nd re2..:::tions between to.~ riauru[m people and t,1e iuistrali<:J.n 

Admin:i.st·;.:ation-.. HJ.1ile the Hauruans thc~sclves do not desir2 .in:me-iic:ste 

psrticipation in the delibe:;;ations of the Board. oi' the_ :f?llosphate C0::1pany 

in all rr:~t·t°:;;:;.·s concerning the Naurmms, ~,e hope that the Administering . , 

AutnoritY ,~_ill. make efforts to "'.;rail'l &nd :a1;1point suitably quali~ie.d Nauruans 

to· respcii1s:i.ble • • • • t .,_ • • t· · .,_. .,.,;,c-"''1"<>-'-e • d .,_ aeimin1.s 1a vl. ve posi 1.ons 1.n 1.,11e l.-'-~ "'l:'1·'-".., i~ us ..,ry_ ~ 

ThJ_s:· "'brings me · to the recc:mnenda:':.ions of the Visi:t.ing i•'iission for the 

creation of a · public ·service coillillission. with a board of five members of ·whom 

three rr.ight be Iiau::::-uans •• '· My delegation hopes that this Council will endorse 

this recocrtend.ation and. urge the Administering Authority to give effe:::t to it. 

lTe agre_e ths.t this recot:"2.endation, -if ap9roved. and carried into_ effect, wou~d _go _ 

a long way to dis:9e~ the feeling of dissatisfaction prevailing _in IJaur_-u . 

With regard. to the quest_ion of pho_sphate royalties. We have :-ioteq. with 

satisfaction the e!:,phaiic view o_f the Visiting Mi~sion that 
11 the stronges-t obligation rests with . the Goverr2:1ents of the countries 

·which h~.ve benc:fitted_ from' low-price; high-quality phosphate over the 

ma:1.y yem.·s of the operation_ of the Corr.missioners· to provide. the most 

c;cnero1..;s e.ssistcnce t o·wards the costs of whatever settlesent sch2m2 . is 

approved · for the future licme of the people of Nauru. lf. (T/1595, pan.• 115) 

He fully she.re this view because we 01.1rselves have r::aintained in this 

C•:)Ur..~il, as I did. last ye2,r, that wi.1.at_ever resettlement r.:ny be_ ultim.2:tely 

decidc::d upon it is e_xceedingly necessary that prompt _measures be tal-::.en to 

incr2~•.se the u.rnount of the .Hauru Long-term Investment.Fund. 
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As to tl~.e 11r::.cticability of 1Jack-fil~.ing the worked out··phosphate ~.<:..r..d 

with top-so~.2 . ., r·:y ("!elegation would like to 1·1e2.r more from the authori t3t:.:..·le 

eX1)s-:1· t. oJinion i-'l1ich the Administc: :Lhg Authority is now trying to obtai:1 in 

All that ,.,e have in ;::!ind at preser~t is that aftE::.- the 

r,hos:9h2.te c:tepos:.;.·.:.2 are _ c:chaus·sed tlle people of I•:-a,..,ru who choose to remai:i on the 

isle.nu •will,_ in c.cll p~obnbility., ·nave to tu1·n to i1ha-~ o-..ir friend Nr. McCe.rthy 

once deccriocJ ~3 their minute speck of land, end to tne vaGt ocean, as thei~ n2ens 

of· livin:?;. 
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In the social and educe.tion2.l fielG.s, my delego.t:i.on has taken note of. the. 

progress t~:a.t he.s been macle through the efforts of the Administering Authority. 

We are glad tho.t the Administering Authority has conducted an experien:.erit for 
. , 

the control of phosphate dust which we hope . ,,ill prove successful and that the 

phc3:9hatc dust r:.·oblem in Nauru can the::.·eby be effectively dealt wtth with 

results· reassuri-'1g to the Nauruan ·ccr.:munit;')' . • I think those ~-iho have visited 

the I.3land T..rould appreciate and understand· the concern and feeli:ig of the Nauruan 

people about the nuisance created by phosphate dust. In this connexioD, r wonder 

if the impressive but dust-forming motorcycle escort for the Administrator in 

his daily travels on the Island have been discontinued. I remember the..t in 

1959 I myself had incurred the displeasure of the Administrator -- which I did 

not knc,w until we left Nauru -- because I hacl insisted that there was absolutely 

no need of the dust-making motorcycle escort generously provided for our Visiting 

Mission's travel on the island. 

Let :r:e new turn to the question of the future of Nauru which has exercised 

our ::nincls in this Council for scme ;years. I was very much impressed by the 

rer::e.rks rr.ad.e by the representative of France on Tuesday. He said: 

"It is eg_uslly ii::disi::ensable to retain a sense o-J: proportion in our 

examination of this problem and to avoid all dogmatism". (T/PV.1190, 

page 59-60) 

Wt.en we say the future o:f the Hauruan ccmnunity, we have in mind the question 

of resettlement of the IJauruan :people and the related question of the future 

of the ':[Tust Territory. When the Visiting Mission of l959 centred its attention 

on the futuye of the :Ne.uruan ccn:munity and gave it a prcminent place in its 

repc:::-t, the:::·e ,:e.:; criticism and dissent, though frcra a very small minority, 

in the Council. Those who had attached importance to the question were charged 

with having overlooked the basic objectives of the International Trusteeship 

System a s set forth in Article 76 o:f the Charter, and for having asked the 

:people of Eauru to give up its cwn island hcme. 

Tcdo.;,,r, tho lc,ader of the He.uru8.n people has himself' confirrr:ed befor e 

this Ce1...1.r.cil tr-1at a new hcme must be found for the nauruan people o.nd tho.t thsre 

must be no goinc; back on that basic decision. 
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Un:fcrtunately, this · baffling prcblem of resettl1:;11:mt has beccme more 

s.if'ficult aft.er tl.-.8 . recent se2.rch for sui t"::.ble islands had not met with s 1-:~cess 

a ::td. e.fter the . Fa:urue.1.s were not able as yet to accept the Australinn prof cse.ls 

for int<?gration cf the Nauruens in Australia. The matter certa.:'..".)ly took 

e. nsu turn when the rJaurua.n leaders submi ttea. to the .A.ustre.liau G:::>vermr:ent their 

r:eu 2.nd. far-•ree.C:hfa1g proposals which are to be :round in document T/1600. 

S i nce the Hauruan leB.r:!.ers will further discuss ·the n:atter with the Australian 

Governr:.ent in August this year and the Administering Authority is not 

in e. position to inform the Council of its own views on the Nauruan proposals, 

we see no point to pursuing the matter and giving our final opinion on it at the 

pr~sent juncture. 

H-:,wever, we wish to sa;,r that the Nauruan pro:posals do seem to point cut 

the :p:::,ssibility of .Nauruts becoming a self-governing entity within itself but 

nss oci_atcd with a larger in:iepend.ent ccr.:rnuni ty. We also believe that once !Ja1,.tru 

has attained the form of self-government ~-s we visualize it, the <1uestion of 

res ettle~ent of the Naui·uan :people will assume e. more norn:e.l character end 

take a r.at'J.ral course. That is -why I w.;i.s very much impressed by on'! of tt.e 

re:9lies which the Head Chi~f gave to my q_u.estion _.., a qu~stion I am referring to 

now -- regerding the link ttat h~ had met between the He.urUEm proposals and the 

q_uestion of resettler.:ent. Tnis view of ours may merit scrr.~ d.eep thought of the 

Council, the Ac:.,uinstering k.1thori ty s.nn, nbove all, the Nauruan people 

them.selves. r-!ay I also say that s. self-governing I'Tauru will have e. salutary 

ei'fect on the more.le of the Eaurue.n people _settled elsewhere. They can aluays 

l eek bac!.-: to Na11ru n.s their hcme . 

We P..re confident that in their spirit of gocc. will and understanding t he 

Adminis tering Auti10rity a.nd. the Nauruan leaders will in the course of tine 

,rcrk out practical proposals that can rr:eet the wishes . oi' the Nauruan !!eople. 

He also trust that in the search :for a solution to the prc"blem of the future of the 

:r:auruan c orunun:Lt y, the Australian _ G0 verrnr.ent will :fully respect the nat'..lral desire 

cf t he r:aur usi.n p2ople to retain its national i c1e ::1ti ty as e. reople above 
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Since we c.re honour:ed _by the preser..c.e of the He2.d. Chie~ o:f . the ~au:.:u Loce.l l ; 

Gove:.-nment Co1ir,::i1, I $hou:i_a. ~ike to avail my.self· o-J.· this o:9portuni ty to deal'.· I 
with a :point '\-:hi.eh_ has be~n • const~·n"tly _in our mir.~s • .. This point is related to· . I 

. . • , • . . • . I ; 

the future of -Ll1e Nai..:.rua.n cc:mm.,1.nity in '.:t~e . ~on~ex.t ~f the basic ~bjec-~ives ·of the. 1 j 
International 'I:cnsteeshi:p Systera s.s set ~ or 1.,h 1.n ~r-Cl".!le 76 of tne l!ni ted: Nations _},--\· 

Charter; It 1·err:2.ins a ~uestion, i:f not a mystery, why the United {rations 

had not thought )f the :i:'uture of' the :Nauruan people at the tilie when the • tl 
Trusteezi.1ip Agi·eer,1ent T,Tas negotiate~ and ?,pprov2d by the Gene~al Asser.iulY 

• • J • · · : • • . • • '· • • ·~ ... 

in 1947. Hever~hele:::s, it is . st;i.11 the responsibility o:ft,his Organiz.sticn to·. -. . ... . ,: . . 

see that the· res~ttlement of Ne.urua.ns outside ~f pa_uru s·hdti.ld 'this be the -

freely expressed wish of the N2.uruan :i;:eople be reconciled with the 

implementation of the provisions of Article 76 b of the Charter. As a. :party -

to the Trusteeship ·.f.._gr~ement for Nauru, • the United r-Te. tions has an ot-lice.~tion 

to•.rard the -people of Ha.ur.u .for the :final determination of their future. . . . . . ; . 

in f'ull accord. with their cwn wish _and interects. In the event that tn~ 

t{auruan people fin_a.lly _,dec.ide, of thei_r own f:r_-ee ,!ill, to be resettleo. at 

a ple.ce outsii:3.e :tTauru -with equal rights ~nd OPI?~rt'-!nities ·as ·enj~yed by the · 

citizens of that,.pla.ce, it ·is our opinion that ·we -rr.ay be justified in thinking 

thst they ha.Ye_ a.chie-.. 2a. · the purp9ses of Trusteeship ~by _formin·g part of' an 

indepenaent_people. 

Mr . KI[;WAI (India): My delegati_o~ would first like to pay i·ts • • 
. . , -,· : 

rf ; l 
\ 1 
r 

tribute to the -Visiting Missi~:m which has furnished. us with_ :7hat may ·be consiclerea 

as en~ of' the best reports ever to c ome from a mission of this nature. • -~foile·· 
.•• . .... 

I congratulate the Che.irrran, of _the Visiting i-Essicn for having :fat::ered. ·it1 

I 1nust expressed. _a· _sense. of gratification at the· fact ~hat a ::.ember of my own 
. . . -

delegation we.q . closely a$~Oc1a ted wit~ the ~?-sk. .. 
My delega.t~o~ wq~ld alsQ_likl:! to extend its wa:rm welcome to the charni.ng 

e.nd. educat~d Hea.d Chief of the Nauru. Loc.=.l Govern~ent Council, · 

Mr. Harr::na.1· cle • ?io:::.urt, whose firm an.d, e.t the sa"'ue time; concise and . . . ·. - . 

to the point r;.,_plies to answers to questions put b;',' the ne:1bers of' the 

Trusteeship Co1.mcil, have rr.ade our discussions lively and throw::i much light 

on the .prcble.r.1s before us. 
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My delegation would also lite to welccme the cx:rerienced and able 

S:,ecial Representative of' tr.e Australian Ad.>ninistering Authority, Mr. McCarthy, 

but f'or ·whose presence and cc1:"'ir.,ents in regard to various matters the deliberations 

of' this Ccrn.mi ttee would not have been so subs·ta:rci ve. 
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India) 

Coming to the repo_r:t -iJs:,e.lf., the . terms· of reference of the Visiting l•lission 

inclu_d~d. -!3,?C:ert~ini_n~- ps fully ~s :possi_ble the ,ris_hes of the Nauryan community . . 
. . . . 

r_~~'.3-Fd~pg _\ts-. f _uture and_ submitting __ a report: thereon together with any 
observations nnd reco:n...:endation it might .wish to rr:ake . . It is to this matter of 
t"he futt.;re hom.e that my delegation would like first to pay its attention. 

It is true that there are p;roblems of today which are no less important and 

which deserve close attention of the Trusteeship Council, but it is the future 

which has greater: overall significance. The rapid and continuous exploitation 

of phosphate is depriving the island o:f its only source of income. The life of 

the phosphate deposits is becoming shorter and shorter. The Commissionrs report 

_n:entions it to be only thirty years whereas the previous Visiting Mission of 

1953 had considered it to be seventy years and the Visiting Mission of 1956 
estimated it at fo~ty years. Increasing exploitation of phosphate may further 

reduce the life of the deposit. Time is, therefore, running out and a solution 

has to be found \Ti thout delay. 

The question has been before the Trusteeship Council for a long time. Tiro 

aspects of the question have been under consideration. Firstly, rehabilitating 

the island itself' by levelling the worked-out land with the aid of explosive and 

heavy crushing e~uipment and importing soil to fill it up. Also, if possible, 

alter~ative sources of livelihood for the people in the island. has been a 

~atter connected with this. Suose~uent reports of the Com:nission have discouraged 

tr.i.e hop~ t'.mt t:t.ere is any possibility 0f continuance of sources of livelihood 

after the exhaustion of the phosphate deposits or of rehabilitating the mined 

land left after phosphate exploitation. Paragraph 66 of the Visiting Hission 1 s 

report makes it clear that Nauru will be incapable of maintaining the :population 

when the :phosphate is e..-xhausted. The Head Chief and the other leaders of the 

Uat.;ruan peoylB bave confirllied. -that a new horr:e must be found for the Nai..;ruan people 

and there must be no going back on that basic decision. 

Returning then to the question of finding an alternative home for the 

Nauruans three suggestions have been considered: Firstl;t/, an island off New 

Guinea; secondly, an island in the South Pacific or off the Australian coast; 

and thirdly, settlement within Australia itself. 
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t.hat exts!.1si ..... , .2 . :Lr1vesti. g2.tiuns as to tf1e sui tabj_li ty of cer·tai ... 1 isla:.1d.s adjacent 

to Papua nn:l New Guinea 2s a home fo:t the :i:-Jaurm:,ns ,,ere ir.vestignted but their 

sfforts proved unsuccesstul. 

Recardir~g t l1e seco!:.d poGsibilit~/ of fi1:dirig an island in t.l1e Soutl1 Pacific or 

session of the Trusteeship Council. 

island exists which has not already bee~ iilhab~ted and for prcctical reaaous it 

,,ill not be 1,ossib:..e f or 2, 5co :Gau:ci.::111s to find a confort e.ble h:,me in the 

e~cisting islund.s in this vicinity. 

Then ,-;e co:ne to the third p1·oposal, tl1e settlet:ent of J>Taurucr:s ~1i tl1in 

J~ustralia ,-fr:ich, according to the l-iission t s report, is gaining increased interest 

and is in l i ne ,-_r~_ ~•:! the J,ustralian G-Jvern,,0 ent' s proposed. schsr::e for intc:. gration of 

the Haur-uan people in Australia. 

b~r fJauruun.s in their 0,1n ii1te::est but rel2~ed ·to Australia by a treaty of" 

friendship. The Administ2ring J~uthori ty has not yet given cousid.eration to the 

pi"'oposal. 1·!e, 1lo~·7e-;Ie1.--) f'2el that if an island off the Aust1~alian coast :Ls found 

sui t2.ble fo:::- tt.e inl:.e.bi ts. tion of the Haui·ue.n people, the k'ir:::inistering Authority m.::i.y 

give active consid.erc.tion to tir.s proposal and put fonrarcl a detaile d scheme for 

by the people. 

consid'::!l'S.0cio::1 should be ;:;i Ven for tne resettl2rr:e:..1t of the Eau:::-uans in the 

metroriolite.n co1.mtry itself with such provisions as would enable them to u:aintain 

their c,11-t,ur-al a;::d. ethnic iden_ti ty and enjoy f't.:ll benefits of Austre.linn educ2.tion 

and empl·:):';,',T,ent as pro},osed in paragraph 79 of the Liission r s report. We fully 

re2,lize that !5re.r"lting soverei6n :rights on the mainland of: Australia to any 

corr:muni ty is a cJ.ifficult. question ond rny delege.tion well un:'lerstands the 11roblem. 

However, all that we say is subject to the wishes of tt.e peo:;ile of Iiauru. 

It is, however, extrcrr.ely urgent that the n,atter be given very active 

co~"lsio.ere..l~ion both by the Australian Goverm:ie~1t and 'oy the pec:9le of Nauru and a 

decision be e.rrived at without further delay. _ 1·le presu=-.e that we are not asking 
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the Adr.rLn1.· st;,_1•i n::: A' u·1.,'--l1·""'_..,..J·.+,,, ar:.,'i_ +.n'.2 _-r, ;· .~_o·_ .. ·~.,_. ~ P ·\1J t. - h - - ~ v vv ~ - .- • - ':..: 0~. i~au:.:u ·00 mucn ;I •. en ,;.;2 saY th~t in 
a ye2:,.· 

1 
s tl.rr.i constri.ic r.:L ve p:::-0.90s2.ls f'or tb3 resettlement of the p20:ple of Nauru · 

elseifr •• ere fro1n their island would be :p:..·esented to the Trustc:esn:ip Cou;:icil for 

ccns:i.C:.-~ra.tio:::1. ·· ,.r,..._,e ''.;s.;+J·r,r, •.,:.;-~· , ' • d ··r· · · · ' · 
, •• :.1. "'""·"o 1-. .... ocl.o,1 nGG mc·e spec1.·1c recorn,1,er:c.2:cicns in this . 

r~e;arcl and rny dele62.tion Sl1p:901·ts that recorr.rnei-10.ation, r:iarr-.ely, th~t tl1e Adm_ini~teri:I 

Administering Au-t.ho:ci t:,, m2y well tal:e tne i::.1i tiati ve anu r.:ake dete.il ,sd and firm. , 

propos::ils which the Naur;Jari p-=o:ile cc~ld ·.:o~sic1er. 

cormzctr;;:l ,•;ith the quest:i.on of l;e.u:c-u. Al though the ques:tion of t:ie futu::·e is by 

far the n:ost im:;;iorte.nt, we would not -:-rish to ignore the present si tuetion of the 

lfo.uru~."11 ;;:eo2le~ The Visiting l-:iiss:i..on infor:ns us that ir. so 1~a:i.· r:s he.nlth, 

housing nnc. m.rtri tion is ccnce:::ned the Adn:inistering Autho::ci ty l":2-::; reaso:1 to · 

co11grahilate i ts~lf not only in what it 

conti::rnii1g to develoiJ for th~ futm:e. 

.. , . ., 

.nns a.c.c.J.e-vea so :far· but in 

As reg2.~ds the question of fi11e.nceG: the Visi'ting -tliss~.cn lm.a give::1 llS 

a pict1.,1re 1:hich is at best hopeful. He ai~e told tl1at since t~c est2.blishment of 

the Trusteeship A2ieement the ':Jet,e.fits :received by the . Eauruan people 1"!ave been 

<;.1J=?.rte:.· cf· the export v2.L 1e of tr..e mineral il!"!ich is their very life anc1 blood. 

It is 6re.tifyinc t::; see ~r:.at u~-ide:c th.e T:tl~steesrip. S-/stem the re:te o:f benefit 

! ., 

. I 

accrt::e:i to the Eau:;:.·uan people 2.nd I p~esa:·.e it f'ollows, therefore, that were the 

Nau:,:ua:1. ::_)eo:9le in a pos{ tic!1 to e;{ercise full ccntrol on thciir destiny the bene:i:.':i. t 

to be re~ei ved by them m2y ·conceivably h:?.ve been: even greater. I st.all not labour 

at that hypothesis but · I think ·rr.e::::bers· will be well advissc1 to tel:e t l:=::t pos.sibili ty 

into co2s~deiation. It is not f'or the Adn:inisterinG .h.uthori ty n'Jr :for the Council 

to determine ~Ihethe:r :people 'ar·e rec;e:i. ,ring e::leg_uate benefit f:rm."'l the sale of their • 
.• . 

oun resources, be ii lab.our or mineral in the sc.ap·e of phosi)r..o:te or, :fo::.~ example, · oil. 

'Ihere is a long history cf certain develo:)r::ents • in this regard · in other :parts of' 

the i-:orld m:d after a certain perioa.,dm·ing which the m-mers . of resom·ce3 had not 

"ce<::n abJ..e to rec2ive adequate compensatim1 for 'the sale ·of' their res01.1:rces, an era•. 

out . 
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In the l:i.ght of the3e obscrvc-,tio~:s my d.e2..eg'.:.ti ,):: ·.1l10le-heartcd.ly su::;i:9orts 

I 1:.2ed :ce:re:c . only to a 

b:;.~ie:f stu:te,:,ent rr.:i.cJ.e b:,0 -c;:-,8 Read Chief in this Coancil as recently as Tl~escay, 

3 July -- in rcr,l:r; as I :.~o2memoer , to a Question put to him bj- m.;7 dc:I.ec;G.tion, 

as he vould still sa;/ 

~hosp=ia.tG_. especially ii' they too~~ into n.c~ount tc.3 i'2.ct t hat it is c.bov t tl,e 

nest ::ihosph2.te :.n the ,,o::ld, thcn.1.c;h 

recc:mr-.end.2.tion cf en o.r:m.:z.l confe:.:ence of the Cor.ip£::1y a1:d the I~aur:.10.ns ·,~:i.11 

Given a s::;i:!.ri t of 

be o::' great ·value .. should th3 IJ2.uru2.:1 :people feel that 

proced.ur-:: hs.s :1ot r::ad.e tl:em 2.ny t:i::.e ,riser the.n my delece.ticn would be prepared 

It is too earl~.7 at tl:is st,-;.gc for my G.2leg;e.tio:1 to te.l:e c. defii1ite 

shall be guided. by the conclusi::ms that may be 

d.elegatic:1 ,,ho :c·cp::cesented. I;::clia. on the Visitiug :Eission to be ~iven an 

H:;.· . EIIA.I:K..i\2 iKAR ( India) \l"isitir!g .i>iissio~): I am s01·ry ths.t I 

, 1s.:; : unfortunate ly-, 1.m::cble to b e with the Council duxing the earlier -part of this 

IB~etini:;, bi..ct I ho.ve ji:.st been inforu:cd. by my Ll.eleg2tion t:-;.at certain obhe1·vati01;.s 

but 

reg8.1'd to tl:8 scr..se and cleG:cee of objectivity , :hich guided the four 1:1embers of the 
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I 

th':!-y· sho-:..1El., ar,d a3 I belj_evc th~)T must -- e,~d I tho:1g'i'.t that I m:.c:ht rr.erely 

.:::dil; 0!1 r2:r c-.m beho.lf as a .u:embc1" of the Visitil1g .i-:issio:1, that I think that tr.e 

C::..'--h::s·;:-,~.:m of obj::ctiYi.ty is, in any sphe:;.·e, ta e. great e:ctent. c-:i:-1t::.·olled and 

':i:l:e:ce is no CJ\:estion :::i.bout it. But, just as Tr~steeship is 

I would Y-=lYC:.l.re to suze:est tha.t 

Hy i:-,1::,c::.·essicn is that possib.l:',· I pe:.·so:13,lly ,ms in a better situation in 

So I r.:e:-cely 

or as •_,,er·fec·:-. as i·t should b::.ve b-"-"··1 71il'"t • 1.··.1."' -., '-'-J. V .,;.. _, 

is_ inc,=ccd not by design but, :r;os::;ibly, by 2.ccident "-- certainly 

e.s_ far e.:; I 0,m co1:.ce::::1·2d. 

in this c:mnexioi-1 I s:1culd J.il:e to cla~if':l tr~e st2.t2n:ent I made en bzl":ali' of my 

delege.tion ,1ith regard to the ·work o:f the Vi_siting Hission. 

\·le sto.ted. q_uite clearly that ilC did not ag1·ee ·with the :9rinciplc "\IDC:l'eb::,~ 

of a Visiting 1-ii:::;sion, namely the representatives of the anti-8oloni:::.l Pc.;ers. 

'Ihe.t is 1-:hy we s.~y th(?.t our dol'.bts 

"\Te ,~ould l::a ve 

been very happy if the Visiting l-1ission he.cl consisted only of :t=i-2 re:presen~ati ve 

of Bolivic., Hr. So.la~an_ca, and the represent3.tive of .Ir-dio., Mr. Bhad!:::.rrrl-;::2.r.. ~-Te 

ccmsid.21· that tho.t would have been the best po3sible Visitinc; Mission. 

r 
f 
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Unfortunately, however, an eg_u'll m.u.:1be1· of representatives of' 2.clmi.::1istering 

Fc;iers ,.;as ad.cl!::C::.. And, as we pointed out also, the 1.·epre3c'!lltative of ·::l1-e 

Ad:.1inisterinr; .ixt:i.10:city in this ce.se -- in other ,10rd.s, the representative o:f 

th8 ver:y Acl:-.1ic~~ st2rin5 Authol'i ty ,·r.:i..ch the Visi·ci~:g Mission had. to c_on-'~rol, 

inv-sstig2te an,2. inspect -- wo.s e-re~1 Chairman of the Visiting L:ission. 

Thus om: c:L-tical sorr.rr-.2!1ts clid not apply /3.t all ~'.?---~-1~~ _:cepresentati.·,res 

of' J3oljy:i_a and I·1d.ia_, and we have no cloi1'St ·,;~;h.::;:;soever about their objectiYity, 

But we corisidei· tl:e very principle of the setting U}? of' Vis•.t ~ire Missions 2nd 

the n:.e1~ben;hip thereof to be wrong tl1e principle whereby any VisitL1s Missio:.1 

r.iust nececsa;_~ily have half' its reembership consisting of countries which, in the 

ulti::-2.tely analysisJ engaged in this sel:f-inspection~ In other organs the 

representatives of the 1:7estern Pouers object to tpe principle of' self-inspection, 

whereas in this connexion they seem to apprmre it~ 

The ~cepresento..ti ve of :Soli via I s staten:ent included o:1e inte restin~ aspect. 

He said thn.t the Visiting Ki.ssion had not had at its dispose.l the proposals of 

the Hauruan Local Government Council dated 19 June 1962. That is q_uitc an 

interesting st'.1tement J and it rn.ay also be, pernaps ,, that the Visiting 1:iission 

did ilot h2.ve the physical op:portu.ni ty of ts.ldng those :pro:pcsals intQ....?-~t-
"-,..._ ___ __ -,- -- ------------------···- - ···· ·-·-· ··----- -- ---- ·•·---------- - -----·-··--- • -- -- - -

I r.a7e _ s-r.c.tedJ and I n~:n1 repeat) that we have those proposals now. The docun:ent 

cor.te.ini:-ig th_2m has been circulated. as a T1·usteeship Council doc.ument ur..der the 

will be able to 

I hope the.t, ncccrd:!.r>[Jy, even the members of' the Visiting Mission 

soI'.'.e extent to cho.nge their views or to adapt them in the liGht 

of these new propose.ls wb-i eh he.Ve come from the Eauruan people. 

T_hase a::.·e the remarks that I wished to r:.e.ke :for the purpose o:f clarifying 

the 3oviet delegation's pcsiticn. 



AE/ids T/PV.ll9l 
• .. 6l 

1:ir, _ BHADK/.,;_.,,1(1,..R (Indi.a) (i-1ember, Visiting hiss ion): I me:-cely 1.1,;.nted to 
. . . , . 

draw atter:.tion to ·one observation ma de ·t,y my . fr i 'c!nd, the repr esentative cf the . 

Scv-iet Union. Ee referred. to ey l L~st statement e.s having been JT.ad.e by the 

representative of India. 

I think we .should draw a di:::tinction in t ::ie s e matters. My ·last stater2ent · 

was r:1acle as the I:".ldien :member of the United Ea c:tons Visiting >Iissio::1, but not 

necessa1:ily as . t:•.e repi~esenta.tive of India. I nc-.1 take t::e floor as the • 

representative .of Ino.ia and am at .the service of this Council. 

Sir ·Hugh FJOT (United Kingdor:i): • Certain precedents exist in this 

Ccuocil, as I em aware ann. as the repre3entative of Chine. . has .1~eminded .us. 

I think one· of the. :prec.ed.erits is· that it is net the practise· ·f'or members of the 

Visiting Mission to take :part in the general debate. · Therefore, since . I 

understand. that the general debate is a.bout to be concluded, I do not propcise 

to raise eny new point. 

I thought it would be hel_pfu.l, however, to make four :9oints of errrphasis 

ancl ccrif'irr:.ation. 'Ihe first point that I wish to em:ghasize is c:r:e uhich wc.s 

bro1.15ht out very clearly iri this debate, that the ·new proposals rece~tly put 

:for•,,'ard by the representatives of Nauru were and are· dependent on finding a . 

s1.1i +.9.ble island else•,,here. T'::at ue.s . mG.de clear b;,: the Special Representative .· 

on ber...alf . ·t):f the Administering Authority ·and is, indeed, n:ade • clear in the 

dcc~.1..'!lent itself. 

The second point which I should like -to emphasize -at this stsge is _the 

very important stater.:ents made by the Head Chief in ·answer ·to questicns which 

I :r:ut to hi..-rn. He s1.fbsequently clee.rly conf'i:rmed t he vie-.:rs wh:i.ch be p '..lt be:fc:-e 

us, firstly, that the proposals ~rhich the Visiting Mission had made in regard 

to participation: in the affairs cf the Administration of' the islar.d. and in 

rega:rd to the affairs of the phosphate ccmpany were wholly acceptable to hi..'11 

and to his Council. 

Secondly, he made clear in his statement that the recent proposals vhich 

were put :forward by the Nauru Local Gover :::ment Council, and which he.ve been 

brcught to this Cou.."1cil, do r.ot conflict with the. reccmn.end.ations 0:1 future 

settlement which ·were ::~ede by the Visi t.;_n6 Nissiou. 
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(Sir Hugh Foot, United Ki:1gdcm) 

The third :point I wish to emr,h<-'.size is the one r12ade by the represcn-:~c.tlve . 

ot t ~1e Soviet LT11 .~.0n re-;arding the :free will and the wishes of the people o:f 

t:2.:J.r'.1. All of t:s., I a.'11 surs, have: ;rished to J~e-2:p -uppermost in our mincLs that 

those wishes sl: ::,uld be the gu:.c1ilig :princi:9le of' our work and the reccmmern:1_e.tions 

of the Visiting i,1-:ssion we:ce that all the alti::~c::,8.tives., in full de-tail, should. 

te :plac0d ·cefon~ the 11eople of Nauru so that they can n:ak.e their decision --

I re1)ee:t, their d.ecision. It is ~rell to er:pho.size again that wh3.t we have 

propcsed is merely that they should have all the facts, all the possibilities, 

before them before they reach their final decision and that it is their final 

decision •,ihich ~,re shall all wish to respect. 

'I'he last point I wish to make relates to the question o:f targets, with 

s:fecial reference to what the representative of the Soviet Union said to us 

this morning when he suggested that ,;e ha:l not dealt with this important matter. 

I ,,rish to read. the l9.st :r;;are.gra:ph of the report of the Visiting Mission. 
11 As to timing, everything must of course depend en what :future 

settlerr:.ent is agreed, but the Mission considers that it should be :possible 

to forr:i.ulate and o.ecide upon detailed. :plans for the future and to be 

:ce2.dy to put them into effect ,ri thin a year from now . 11 (T/1595, page 40) 
That is our clear reccD:.L-r.endation; that is the target we set. It is 

positive; it is definite. It is a proposal which involves imffiediate action 

and I do not believe that a~y earlier date could have been set. Until the 

people of t;auru have teen given the facts and given an Qpportunity to decide, 

it is clearly useless to consider any other target date. But we believe that, 

within a ye2.r, it shculd ce :possible to have all the necessary facts about 

an alternative island -- such as the possibility, for instance, of settlemerr::. 

in New Guinea, which is not excluded in cur minds and also the possibility of 

settlerr.ent in Australia. If that matter is dealt with ,lith the greatest 

energ,y and despatch, then it should be possible, within a year frcm new, for 

the people of t,Jauru to reach their decision. He do not wish any delay and I 

would resr,ectf1:>Jy su.::mi t the. t we could :ict have sue;s ested any e ,:rlier target 

date. 1:l:'::1e entire report the.t 1-re wrote lee.ds up to that date and I wcu::i..cl, 

therefore 1 lil:~ to n:c.ke it :perfectly clear that the q_uestion of' t8,rgets was 

yery mvch in our mir:ds and, in the fir.al reccrr.rr.endation which we put forward, 

we recorr,:.~endea. that a final decision must be reached within a year frcm new. 
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·I think .that the members of this Council are to be 

congratulete11. on the expeditious m~mner ii.1 which the g'::!ne:i:-e.l deb&·!:;,;, wh:Lch is 

now ccnc.1'.lded, was i;::c~l::lucte-:1. this :morning~ I u:1cler_-st3.nd tl1e.t the Spec:;.:iJ.., . 

Rep::::'esentative h:-i.1 ur1clertaken to giv<'..: us his closing statement on Ne.m;u, which 

we ,;ill a:p:Pr~c:;'.:.:.-ce, tomorrcM afte:::10on. 

I imagine t.hc.t the menitec:s would like to adjourn the morning session nmr 

but at scme st"ag2, perhaps. this afternoon, we s~·:ould consider the m9.tter of 
. . 

proc20.u1·e .;::Lt::i ;.-c:3;:J.rc to the :pre:paration of tl1e Council's report on Nauru and 
• I ; • • ~ . • l • 

I would ask ·memtirs to be prepared to discuss that matter ~.t this afternoon's 

meeting, before we cl,gain :~e.ke up the n,ues tioh of • the Pacific Islands. 

Mr. CBERK-1KO (Union, of Soviet Socialist ReptibJ.,ics) (interpretation­

:fr•cm Russian) : T·herc are a munber of petitions i_n coni1exion with the si tuaticn 

in Nauru. We should like to know when these will be exe.min•.~d. 

The . PRESIDENT:. 'I·here appears to scme question as to whether any 

~eti tions were received in ti:me in· accordance with rule 86 . of' the rules of the 

Council. The matter will be discussed at the start of' our meeting this 

c.fternocn, which will take ple.ce e.t 3 p.m. 

The meetin~ rose at 1 p.m. 




