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NATIONAL REPORT OF THE REVOLUTIONARY PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF GUINEA

FOR THE UNITED NATIONS DECADE FOR WOMEN.

The proclamation of the United Nations Decade for Women after
the celebration of the International Year of Women in 1975 was welcomed
in the Revolutionary People's Republic of Guinea where the Democratic
"Party of Guinea which liberated the working masses has always centered
its preoccupations on the emancipation of women, a sine qua non condi-

tion for the emancipation of society as a whole.

To that effect many decisions have been taken at the national
level to concretise the rights and duties of women in our society. We
are happy to note these many measures taken on the basis of a profound
social, political and economic change and which match perfectly well
with the central theme of our Decade, that is eguality, development

and peace.

It is to be underlined that the Guinean Constitution provides

all field of activity and equal opportunities for men and women.

Tcoday through the enjoyment of a whole set of rights, woman

of Guinea advances alongside her brother.

Tho woman of Guinea enjoys fully the fruit of her struggle for
her emancipation. Her political and administrative responsabilities
are strengthened. She participates directly to the economic, social

and cultural development of her country.

The contribution of the Guinean Woman to the struggle for
peace is also as important. She actively participates in the defence
of the Peoples struggling for their independence and takes part in
the fight against unbridled arm race. She struggles for disarmament

actively participates in the ¥World Peace Council.
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LQUALITL ¢ ights acynired in the vpolitiecrl, civiv, sanitary and education
fields,

As spid President ARMOD SUZOU TOURE, "danl indecendonee, is that which 1lib.

i

ted both nman and wonnn, and nodifics atraciar & oo vwhilch tuo injust action of fe
lism and colonialism iras based. The regine in the Pucorlets Novolntionsry Ruquoliu

Guinea in characterized by the Tact that tho forrerly apririliodped ¢lasses aTe L ‘

emjoying new eaerzy vhich has projccted whva Lo Lo sroe 1-ual as othors®,

o

Law no 4 of novemover 17, 1958 in it: arv..:» 10 gaive: Yhe sane politieal, ¢
|
H
nic and social rishits 40 woaen mnd aene Taic is o foil-mtal achizronent, Un to

independence no woman had any political ~nd adainizieaiiye rassonibilivy in any 1

The Guineon Woman has the right to elect -nd to b2 elected. Women :belong tc
sinzle orpanization within the Democratie Pnrty of Guiney wmd are orgmnized fron
the sumiint that in from the villags to the nacionnl lewvol,

At the level of the 2.433% villages or local Rovolutionary Powers (PoleLi)
17,03 Wonen are leadcrs that is 7 in each P.2.L.

At the level of the 3C2 sactions of the Poril corracponding to the district
2414 assume leading roles. iaeh exeeutive cornitte im:lwd.rs 7 toraa,

At . the level of the 35 Federntions of the Foréd (gsrresponding to the 35 Adn

i ) Y 13 3 % 23y DRI e B Y€ cq Y mr Bhiey 1S 5 3 c"l oryoan’
nistratives Rozions of tha comniry) 235 o . are 1:ial.xrz Tanb 1s ¢ i eacid By
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The labour code in its articles 446 to 452 of titlc stipulates prohibition

execution of some type work by proghant wonen @

a) right to 14 week naternity leave without interruption of th: cuployument

contracte.

[P - - - -

. b) The possibility of leaving work without notice during pregnancy and mirs:

periode. !

¢) The negd tQ grant an hourg! rest the nursing mother. It Is also worth noi

~ The obligation to rgeruit in a1l priwary Revolutionary centres (C;E;R;) ar
equal,gggbgr of boys gnd girls. _ - . -

. = dAdaigsion of girls,in all vocational schools according,to their option anc

their training in the Hational Productivity Centre (C.N.P.) like boys. ‘

To article 152 was added the following law @

% A nmarried Youen who is having hor our job should contritute to thc household !

|
expense in proportion to her and her husband's menns. ©

The national social security codg offers guarantees to the wouzn, and no
deduction is done from her salary. This code proyides by vertue of articles 9%,
Chapter I, tifle IL, famlly allowande and logns in kind or cash in the event of, !

. : I
sickness or disableness. This sane code provides free care 0 the mother and chil

Enactuent.n®28/PRG. of August 45, 1959 nakes mariage control by the state |
compulsory. Ciyil marriage becones coupulsory and must be perforned before a | }
Government afflccr (The nayor_of the PeR.I. or the district.officer angd the first;
wotian leader of the PuR.L.) civil marriage mst precode religigus marriage of anf
kind, The parti has taken adequate memsures to cnsure houogensity to.the famlly a
to glve 1t a greater social gohesion. These mcasures ain at suppressing every ‘

traditional obstacle to marriage :

- -

_ = Compulsory marriage was abolighed by articles %35, 434 of the people and
liberality Code. Bxorbitant dowry which regched 500.000 C.F.A. Francs hgs begn
reduced to,the syabolic amount of 500 sylis (25 U.5. $) for the unmarried girl a
to 250 sylis (42,5 UeSe ) .for the Teuan who has already contracted a £irst aarrl

The narriape age the girl is 17 Years.



- Laying down of laws which aim at promoting the stability of

house keeping,

~ The act 54 lays down the ndcessary coaditions for the vglidity

of marriage and the respective_dutiocs of tho married couple..

- o+ The_law which prohibits polyramy and rezulates divorce, dissipate
all ambiguity within the field of wmarriage and institutes monogamy. However,
some_impairments_are provided_for in case of the sterility of the woman
confirmed by_medical authorities and, this tgking inio account the African
mentality which gives great importance_to child when it is question of the
continuation_of offspring, Families which are already polygamous keep all

the same their statu quoe.

_ In case of divorce, the widow has right to assume the gardianship
0of the children up to the aze of seven. Mo relatives of the defunct have a

right to touch any fanily effectse.

Any child born,outside the legzal marriage is entitled to

recognition and care by his her father.

- -

f
. Concerning succeslon, wonen can no longer he considered as objects

.

. [
¢an Inherit, they_are entitled to the herltage of theiy deceased husbandse Eve

in.polygamous families, they are, whether they hawe children or not, as full

helrs as the chlildren,

A Ao

In addition , a married woman may still go by her naden namlie.

e

Three serics of powers lay wrthin the prerogatlves of the darried

-

womap ¢ .
-~ The power of collaboration
- The personal power -
- The power of representation, . i ~
* + The legal power of the married womin 1s offectives It provides hez

with 1iberty and responsability within the family, and thus assures the econor

and social development of the people as @ wholes o ‘
-0-00/ t0‘5
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Il.~ YOMANAS PARTICIPATION TO DAVELOPMEHT.

- -
The fundamental pillars which helped Cuinesn wvoman to opply her capacities
the service of the latlonts developnment are the cducailon and the garantee for J

all fields of activities.

- -

a) - gghool Education : Our governuent has talten ueasurcs which provide t

same rights to education for both male and foocle youngsters;

ok

In our country education is co-cducational free and compylsory.for th

fipst. twelve years of schoolinge The infrastructure has been estpblished in sucn
that in every village or district.of town there exists.a Revolutionary Education
Centre (CeEsRe), i-e school of primary cducation covering, the firgt six years anc

whereky National Languages are used through as medium of instruction.

4t the leyel of the Revolutionary Powers of District, the C.E.Re Of §

-

and 3rd-Cycles, that 1s secondary education or university training.

Facultics of 4 th cycle (higher education) £11 under the.Regional .

Revolutionary Povers, for the first three yoars which represent tho first divisio

of higher‘education;

-

This structuring.complies with the guiding principle of our education

_ _ - - —

system,, school and life merging.into one reallty. It allous.stledents and puplls

remgin into permanent contact with the realities of their birthplaces.

- -
- - -

- - -

The difficultics encountered in the integration of young girls into
school way of 1ifc have lessoned due largely to free cducatlon, changes of mental
and, garantee, for jobs one completing studles. In this scope and within the frame
fanily planning, our governuent has decided to insert sexual edugation in the sche
teaching prograumes at the secondary and higher leYels of eduCatio?. i

The percentages of young girls attending schools confirm thelr preser

weed

-

i1n 311 streams of studles 3
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Medical school and Pharmacy - 0%

~ Faculty Aduinistrative Legal Scicnces 150 ¢

-~ Tralning Colleges : 65 %

-~ Faculty 4Agriculture (Agronomy) 40 %

Faculty of Geology and iines : 25 %

~ Vocational 3Schools : 25 %

b) - EXTRA CURRICULA ACTIVITICS,

+ The afterncths of the colonial ocevpation created in onr country a great num
of illiterate people, parcly among the feonale cross-section of the population. To
out this state of affairs, the Central Power.decided as from 4977 to put.forword
1lteracy as n criteriun.for.olligibility. This perponent concern about literacy wa
already = belng dealt with in_the Centres of Fooinin Premotion (C.P JF.) which had

well defined programme of action.

These_Centres, thirty-six all together,_located in both rural and urban are
are both training centres and units of production complying with laws and regulati
governingtthe industrial and commercial enterprises of the state, and placed under

Ministry of Social Nelfare.

- - - -

The creation.of these C.P.F. is to promote the integration of woman into de
lopuent, economic 1ife in giving her a professional qualification that will help b
to patticipate hetter to the ylelding of production for.the beneflt of all, herse
and.children j it wiil secure her a theorlcal and praactical_training in the valor
sation of féminin frultful activities. The practical activities of the C.P.F. are

— Cottage industry (dying, pottery, hasket trod: weaving, etCeseda

-~ Sowing (napkins, school uniforms, overalls, hospitals and heardlngs bed-she

l(‘
- table cloths, needlework, ctc...).

—~ VTashing -~ Laundery

-~ COOkeI‘Y ..'/otb
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. -
- animal busbandery on a small scals

-

~ Processliig of foodstuffs (grains) ?lower, paste, 011, tcc...) and other su
gonp making.

£ - - -

Let us undesrline here thes thc sodlons dealirg wih 1aundiry and food maki

are becoulng more and morc active in eome C.F.F., cffesing to their customers bett

prices than elsowhere.

- In practising these activities women bacome farilliar with the technlques of
fanlly saving, food and clothing hyglen, tU» environien®sl.hygien and child care.

offlcering pergonnel also teach them how 4o wnte and’recd in the Hational Language

Most of our Centres have food nills, noter puups and washing nacbines offer

generous)y by UNICEF, these ltemm:alleviate largely houseworks of fanililes.

The manggoaent and controle of C.P.F. are assurced by a.Board who, every yec
have.to subnit a balanca of activities to the Mational Economic Conference, on egu

footing with the other econonlc units of the State.

e

About a hundrecitrainees.attend regulerly every one of our urban Cebtres .

vhereby they recelve thier training carried~out by skilled wokers vpefate at home

CPFg and recewe a salary for such an cperation.

- o

P In general every Centre is responsible for the sale of 1ts nanufactured ¢
finished goods. Part of the.profit goes to the workers and the nther part is used
various expenditures resulting from the running of the Contre.

e As for the trainees,.%%ggrfggegﬁe“an%REt wonay every threec nonths. The

finished products con be sold elther during rational sz’bditions or the accasion of

international fare in gdaltion to local market.

~ +~ The C;P;F; then gppears as a Tentre of ideologlical spreading professional
training and emlgtion between women. There s a wide.uove ainlng at helplng worlet
read books pabllshed in.the Natlonal Languages exclusively for theu : works of po;
larimation and information, posters, filas on health educatiorn,fflits on enyironne

on.the foetal danger and the Monchocercose® which are included among the video ne

vhich are used. ' | e
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The Eloventh Congress of the Party State in vited the Reglonal Comnittecs of
waden to make arrangenents with the Reslonal Tducation 0ffice better functionins d

i . . [}
1iteracy c}asses }n coqpllange vith the progratag of zanual work,

The 1deologlecsl cducation wonen receive ~llows thea o understand and to Imp

nent the declsions taken.by the Party State for the.;o:d Junctioning of*organisms;
Settinars =nd tralnings arc porloalcally orimnisec for further tralning of th
workers of C,P.F. and refreshek™courses are offored by %h3d Matisnal Centre of Prod

tivity (c.r.p.) for the cntreprises and the general aduinistrati =,

Health cducation has beon given an inportant place in the prograte of train
and*furthers—training~of wonen natiely In.the rural areas; It is an integrant part

activities of the&Nation In terns pf environnont hygien and protecfion;

- The health Igspection anad coverage fron the village to the urban centre are
carried out by Sanitary teans constantly on the move. Agents of Health Services or

nlse at P.R.L. level confercnces, seninars, meotlngs and casual talks which are me

to complete the methods of actlons used for the guccess of health cducation proces
1% has resulted in groater hospical attendonce by people, and thls helps wlth dete

dlseases widely and carly.

- - - - -

Bducation by.means of radio and televislon through Wational Languages-infornm
the female population of reallty of the monment and provides thea with technical an
scientif*knowledge $ Thus, "For tou uiiltantes® is a-radlo prograume whicl canmen
on the directives of the Party and creates emlation in work. A28 other progrannes
P RL. and developnment", ™jonan in the family 1ifen zomplete cducation by¢radio o:
public RadiO-programmes dealing*with various thens health hkelps wonen to fina solu
for varlous probleng of daily 1ife in rural arsa ¢ the gnvironment, the rubblsh, t

drlve against mosquitoes, water, parasites of intestine, gernos, etc.;;

c) ~USE - _ _ .

The degree of cconomic developnent today is cxpressed In terns of the partlc

tlon of women to production; . ./
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n rural-area, wouon consttutes an fmportant force work’ng masses(over 92
Her participatlon 1g nanely registered in the flela o2 agriculture~an1ma1 husban

To that effect, the Eleventh-Congress of our Party State has Invlted all the, fe

organisms-to a general mohiliSation as as to work out an hecctare of vegetables g

per organtsm,

Thus a greater number of women are busy with an active and paid work; The -

of produce from the gardens-have reglstered reasonable decronse ? thls c? course

3 happy repercussign oo family budzet.

-

To these frultful actvities arc to be+added handeraft, small 1ndustrial tre
and sales of products, all this-1s to contrlbuic %o-the “nerense of the WOmAN=p oY

and the increase_iz_l the purghasing pover cf the family;

-~ TYonen participqte active1y~to the grow of vegetabloes, the production of In¢
trall crcps*and~cash—crops,vparticulqry in the Forest Region whecre thls work oec
60 % of thelr tlme : coffee, %tobaccoy-teca, rice, pala oil, banane and tubers sre
the*production+of worer of thls sone in compliancc wlth the norms laid down by tt

National Counclls of the Revolutlon.

- - - -

On the Coast Region or Mari%ime Guinea, the market gardening—producé. the

procegsing of £lgn (smgking, salting, ctc...d are women's prerogativ0. They are n

1 i

enced “n these fields than men.

exper

in handeraft work. whthin the frame of COoperatlgn, Gu%nean wonen commntee

1 i

roguiarly thely experience ~nd the s technique 40 “helr-ifrican slsters of sover

Airiean countries natiely In tne £leld of tie and Jyz, using other natural and art

pletan colouring substances..

Thonks to the croadlon of-the Agro-—Pastorsl Tarms of Distrlet (FiP2) and t!

i i
AGRO-PARMS (FAC), women wll1l baredrn new market-where to make better use of the'r

L] ] ] i i i
potentiullties ln terms of agro-pastoral activlties and to assure the'r spec al’s

1n agrononmy and g£ootechny. y
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Today the number of salary earnlng women has ir:xpreved considerabiy, as cormp
L1 . .
#with the Colonal perloa when a suall ninortty were conflnea to the prinary teach

soctor, that_of health and Sccrotariat.

~ Natlonal Baucation - : o4p
= General Adn*alstration : 2%
- Rural Zconomye s 25

I i - ,

~ “ndustry, m nes, geology,foctes
and Teleconmunicatlons, Teather ferecast,scrv’&e, Statist_cs t 5%
N .

~ “nformatton 3 4 %

L4 i3
- Priat'ng  -: 22 %

= Labour, Justice 1 %O %

~ Health- : - 1%
- Fingncial Servicgs, Custons : % %
i " i .
-~ Pol'ce and secur ty : 8%
g PROSPECTS ) _ i

*a1r

The condition of  the Guinean yonen has igprove@ 'ndeed during tho, recent 3%
However, we should not linger over %his self~satis§action, we‘must rgcogn?se effort
are still t0 be made so that tht fcnale crOSs—section of the population, representi
over half-of the population, bring to the development of the Hation a nore posit ve
COntribution; _ "

i
That is why the programme of action of our povernment has among ~tg prospect

>

-

several profits : - s -
il i
- The*extension on a large seale of_the Centres of Fed'n n Promot_on that w

1.1 i i
helps women 1n rural areas enjoy a nmore scient f ¢ teach ng free of rout ne that

L ] * i .
Characterises their act v t  es. ,
se e D.."l"
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Our govérnment w th the collaboratlon of UUICEF, forsees the decenfraliSat?1
. i .

ﬁs years go by, of the Centres*of Fem n n “romotlon‘(C’F) down to the village er.

i
ﬁ drder to get nto contact w th the rreatcst poss blc nunber of women. By 4984,

n n nun of a hundred.Centres must be&estebl shed., . - '

N i . SR S SR | i.. i i o1
~"The dr ve aga nst the d scr nm no% on that st I' ex sts n the fufict ons of

a.ﬁl PR .x..gili i .‘_i '.Li - i_
author ty and of respons b 1 ty n putt ng an cwphas s on the reconvers on of men

i1 i i- i 1 i i i
1t es and n {n¥ensty ng the cdugat on of wormen n bacon ng aware the more of t

necessary qualificction in the Nation building.

oL 4o L o
= An_ improvcment of the sanitary protection of wounn, begause of the impact
her, physical efforts, due to the varied range of her activities, on her state of

health.

o+ < - - o

«~ The alleviation of houscholid works by intrducing in appropriate technology

for an economy of time and energy.

L -~ -~ i

~_The creation of pre-school, institutions (nurseriecs, kindergartens) and the

extension of the centres for handicoped chfldren.

- - e o Wi < FO S
+ ~.More scientifically organised of llterncy classes and the intensification

ideological educaticn.

Y . & 4 4
= Conststancy in the drive against school girls nmisbehaviour in developing
sdueation in changing the backward mentalitles of some of the parents and in impr

the school infrastructure, in rural zones.
Y - S

. = Our legislation forsees, in case of scparation of the married couple, the
gardianship of children up to the age of seven.by the mother. ie envisage the gar

~lup after the age of sceven by the most anlified*moraly and materlaly of the coup

- In People's‘?evolutionary Republic of*Giltiea,
¥ the croativewdrk,“the cultural activifies far from belng a muiance 0 v

i
1n her respons&bll%ﬁ§es of 1dthed of famlly, can but render her more digr

fled and nore effeciont®, This situ- ~tion that constitutes the prt ige of Gu

today has been achlecved thonks *h the effcri of fornatlon that has been

made. ..o/oc
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And to quote Rresldent AHMED SEKOU TOURE, father of the Gulnoan natlon, we Q\
that the wsoclety will be 1lberated from materisl neceds, 1t will ve in a bet
pOsition to~controle the Nature yet, when 1t wlil have established the condl
that allow 4 to make up, Pully the second half if the greatest part of lts

actlve forces, constituted by wouen".





