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AGENDA ITEMS 3a and 4 

EXAMINATION OF CONDITIONS IN THE TRUST TERRITORY OF RU.\I'm\.-URillIDI (T/L. 909) 

(continue cl) 

(a) .'\1'nm~.u, REPORT OF THE ADMiiHS'l'EHIITG .\UTHORITY FOR 1957 (T/11ro6, 1442, 1452, 

1461) 

(b) PETITIOHS AND COMMUNICATIONS R\.ISIHG GEI\TERAL QUESTIONS (T/PET. GEN/L. 2, 3; 

T/PI~T-3/L.9; T/COM.3/L.23 to 25) 

At the invitation of the President . Mr. Rej.sdorff, specb.l represent:::.tive for 

the Trust Terr_i tory of Runnda-Urundi under Belgian administro.tion, took a pl3.ce at 

the Trustpeship Council table. 

(continued) 

✓ , SALOMON (Haiti) ( interpret::i.tion from French): Several questions 

th , t, to ask of the special representative regarding the~ 

de ,1opment fund have been answered in replies given to previous speakers, 

an-all not ask questions concerning these matters. 

'I'he annual report, on page 67, describes the activities of the Societe de 

Credit au Colonat et a l 1 Industrie. Can the special representative tell us 

whether this company grants loans also to coffee planters and, if not, what is 

the difficulty in their obtaining such loans? 

Mr. REISDORFF (Special representative) (interprets.tion from French): 

The prir:1::1:r:y purpose of thn.t organization, as its title shows, is to make 

advances to farmers, settlers, ·planters and manufacturers. As far a s coffee 

grm-Ting is concerned, it makes lo::ms to <lllY settler or planter who mms a certain 

amount of plantation l and. I believe that the minimwn size is fifty hectares, 

but I shall checl~ this fi&.,ure. On this 'basis some Africans have received loans 

from that organization, but Africans m::.y likewise receive loans from the 

special credit fund for indigenous .'~fricans and also through co-operatives. 

Yesterclay I. received information on the setting up in 'Buyocoma of an agricultural 

co-operative, and part of its capital is used to finance loans to indigenous 

planters. 



AP/rd 

_ Vlr. SAU~ (Haiti)(interpretation frcm French): The preliminary 

ccn:me~ts which the special representative made at the 879th meeting, as well 

as throughout the whole of the annual report,give indications of the 

efforts made to q_evelop and extend the~lanting of coffee ~ the indigenous 

population. We believe that coffee ;rices are dropping over the past two 

years v1ithout any chance of their being i::;tabilized. Could the special 

representative tell us whether there is an orgc1nization or a stabilizing 

mechanism for the.price of coffee which might overcome any disappointments 

for the new coffee planters, or whether the indigenous ·coffee planting office 

can make any recon:mendations in this respect? 

Mr. REISDORF (Special representative) (interpretation from French): 

Tbe coffee trade in Ruanda-Urundi is free and open; but there is an office 

which is the Urundi Coffee Board, i-,hose job it is to classify coffee, to 

send samples to the various international markets to gu.nnmter~ its qualities. 

This Board is known as the CCIEU. 1rcgether with this there is a fund which 

the representative of Haiti referred to as a stabilization fund; the 

capital amounts to 400 million. Its purpose is to ensure that when there is a 

crop, ancJ.. when the prices would be on the low side, 'there would be 

add.itiono.l resources for the indic:;enous planter so that coffee growing should 

remain vc.,:cUrnllilc for him. 

At a previous meeting I drew the attention of the Council to the fact that 

the stuJ.y of a coffee counter had been considered by the Government and 

presented to the General Council; but this idea was not followed up. One of 

the ideas of this organization wus to n:al,;:e it possible to have an easier operation 

of this stabilization fund. With reference to this year's crop, as yet, I 

have received no information that prices ere so low t:ha.t the stabilization fund 

had. to came into effect. 

• Mr. SALCI!iON (Haiti) (interpretation from French): I wish to tbank the 

special representative for this inform.ati:m '1hich is fully satisfactory to my PtJ}; • 
delegation. On page 2 of document T/l452 the Admini.stering Authority gives a/ / ~ 
brief listing of the projects ·which will "be implemented in Ruanda-Urundi 

- -- . ---- • 



AP/rd 

(Mr~ sa:i .cr11on. Haiti) 

as a result of t~e contribution by the' ' European Ec~ncnic Ccrunuhity sub s idies. 
. . . . . 

Could the s~)ecial representative tell us how these projects have been selected 
' 

by the Administering Authority? Can he tell us whether these projects were 

given a priority after consultation with the General Council or the State 

Councils, whether it . is a custcm to consult such organs in the circumstances? 

_Kr. Il.EJSIJO~~ (Special representative)(interprete.tion frcrn French): 

I think a distinction must ·be made among the variou~ projects so that my 
... .• 

reply will be clearer. 'Ihe projects concerned} first of all, the introduction 

of tea-growing in the Biumba district. This will enable the Administration to 

finance the introduction of tea in the Biumba . inc1igencus terri to:ry where 

altitude and climate are fnvouro.ble, ar:J. also ,1here we can have a tea factory. 

The General Council has been fruniliar with this, t.nd the councils of the 
' • 

country have been familiar with this idea for quite scme tiir:e. The introduction 

of tea-Growing is p art of studies ~;hich uere already submitted prior to the 

setting up of the General Council, and which are well :.rnmm to the irass of 

the Banyurucnda o.nd Barundi. The e.evelor,:ment of the Hayaga-Bugesera is one of 

the ite;ms in the ten-year plon. It is po.rt of the recovery, rccupera-ticn 

and development of sterile territories, . and which ho.vc to be pennc:1ently irrigated. 

Thin, lil~ewise, is a project which not only has been discusced, but which has 

alreaci.y had a start b~- using local means a::1d resources. 'Ihe needs to r:.cchc.nizo 

and. to spread the tent and power experireents ,which are done on the spot, will 

req_uire an investment of 12 million francs. 

The highwo.:,.· connexions are a continuation of the undertaking which is being 

financed by the Internationo.l Bank for Reconstruction anc. I:evelo]_)ment. 'fhe f,irst 

pai't of' the thirty-five ki1omct,re from. Usumbura-Astrida of the rrA" :n:a in highway 

will continue through the offr;hoot by lfars:r.uya, ,:h;i.ch :.!.u u rntilc::.~ !.1".portant 

county capital; and the cost is ensured by the fund we are now considering. 
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(Mr. Reisdorf, Spt:,cial 
repr-er:entati ve) 

The devei.cpment of the Moso is a development in Urundi and the scope is 

the same as the development bf the Mayaga-Bugesera. Moreover, you have the 

development. of the farm settlements of the Maso. How we have to make some 

roads in order to enable Africans to dispose of their commodities. The 

Council of Urundi is perfectly familiar Hith these routes and they were 

congratulated by the Governor for the co-operation they gave to the developn:ent 

of the Moso. 

Mr. SALCMOIJ (Haiti) (interpretation from French): On page 150 

of the annual J~eport, reference is made to large-capacity freezerr; which had 

to be installed near the slaughter houses that are being projected. The 

special representative will recall that the Council bn.d been very interested 

in this question at previous secsior..s. Could he give us more information on 

the size and dimensions and scale of these installatim.l::? 

On the same page, on the other hand, in the last . paragraph, it is state 

that the milk establislur.ents . of Nyanza, which is of a scale comparable to 

thoc:e in Europe, bo.vc hnd to stop their u.ctivi ties in view of the 

impossibility of competihg with imported products, Could the special 

representative give us more information on the circumstances of this 

situation .and of the measures ·which the. Administering Autboxity is capable 

of taking in order to assist these e::1terprises in such circumstances. 

Hr. REIStORF (Special representative) (interpretation from French): 

The question of these freezers is something which was already discussed in the 

past. We do have freezers in Usumbura, bt.,t in 20 far as fish in concerned. 

I do not believe that the freezing point for fish and n:eat is the same. In 

so far as n:eat is concerned, the problem of clestocking is conn8ctecl u:i.th th8 

freezing of r:.eat. · The problem of destocking in order to get rid of c:uperfluous 

reeat is a problem that was studied and that is the subject of tests and of 

pilot projects. 



AW/MCH T/PV.985 
7 

(Mr. Reiscbri'f, Specir\l 
reprc::ic\1-tet~ivc) 

As is well known by the representative of Haiti, we are confrorrted with 

the social value of the cow. Now cattle in Ruanda-Urundi is much too 

expens fve because it is not priced accoruing· to its economic value; it is 

priced according to its social value. Thus the agricultural se:r--,rices., in 

order to promote the elimj_nntion o:f slll·plus cattle ,has been forced to turn 

to the stage of setting up small :farms, of improved bl·eeding and stocks, 

which is the only way of showing the Africans that it is worthwhile to have 

just a few·heads of cattle, but of good quality, and that after all is said 

and done, it is the economic quality of cattle whj_ch counts. Education must 

be -e2.r::icd out in this field and. in _pe.rticulo.r we nust l1ave the cost- of 

cattle ccme down because we will never sell a ki.lo of meet abroad. 

Internal consumption of meat ·of cattle is considerab:Le. We see that every 

year more and more :m~s.t f"romtlie sle.ughter house is consurr:ed by Africans. 

ThiG could be a superfluous utilization, an inadeq_uate use, as re 0ards the 

domestic consum11tion of this meat. But since results hsve alread~, been 

achieved, chiefly in Urundi, by tbe Veterinary Service, slaughterhouses for 

12 r:iillion are being set up and :freezers are going to be constructed. But 

I do not have the technical inforn:a tion concetning these freezers, which in all 

lH:elihood will only be included in the 1960 bud.set. 

As regards the question of the Nyanza dairy, this dairy is an industr;v 

·which was built during the war in o:cder to make up for the dif'ficul t:i.es in 

sup:plyinc; butter. !1fter the war this indigeno:..,s co-operative had d.if'ficulty 

in subsistin[; because of' the cornpetitio!1 from· :foreign butter. Unfortunr..tely 

foreign butter was sold chenper in Ruanda-Uruncli than local butter, and this 

because milk and everything connected with a cow has a. great symbolic value. 

'Ihereforc, the :3anya.ruunda buy rd.11, e.t a mu-:!h higher price t:1an tJ.1E; dF:i.irJ itself 

shoulc:1 buy it. '11ht:s_, there is difficulty in l-:eeping up n cl,dry j_n e pi.cce 

like l~yanza where cattle is really split up into rr.any sections, because 

two-th:irus of the heads of cattle are own(:-."".1 by people who do not have three 

heads of co.ttle nncl who consu!!:e their own milk. 



AW/mtrn 

(Mr._ Reisdorf.?..-Special representative) 

There is difficulty in gathering milk because hundreds of milking stations 

are required~ There are very great trmisportatiori difficulties and con'ditions, 

and as the internatidnal situation becomes more and more tense, and ·since 

Ruanda-Urundi, Uganda, Tan·ganyika, tl1e· Belgiari Congo and Kenya go through the 

same river area, it was not poss'ible to set up custom barriers; During a 

general meeting, it was decided not to discontinue the dairy, but to put it 

in moth balls,so to speak. 

The setting up of the dairy is maintained and we are contemplating 

shifting it later on into a pe.storal zone, in other words the Mutura. The 

Council has a map of the Territory in the report. It is the north-eastern 

extreme of Ruanda.- There is a region wr~ich touches upon the Kagera park. 

The Administration, because of the physical aspect of the region, intends 

to set up African settlements which would carry out grazing, and it is ti1ere 

that the selected breeds will be of high quality and will follow economic norms. 

Then the Nyanza dairy will be rebuilt there. At least these are the plans. 

Mr. SALOMON (Haiti) (interpretation from French): I wish to thank 

the special representative for such a highly detailed reply. I would like 

to go on to the next question. On reading the report it appears that the 

indigenous population of Ruanda-Urundi -- and as a matter of fact this was 

high-lighted by the special representative in answering questions put by the 

representative of Burma -- is interested in the trade of livestor.k, ,,,...,md that 

in view of the difficulties in exporting and importing, this is centred in 

another group of the population. Could the special representative tell us 

whether at any given time at all, thought was given to providing the 

indigenous population with the exclusive privileGe of trading in livestock and 

what effect that would have upon the trade and the activities? 

Mr. REISDORF (Special representative) (interpretation from French): 

The Administration has always felt that we would be rendering the poorest service 

in having Africans follow such a practice. It is normal for them to follow 

their trade and to rr.aintain comp~tition. But if we were to allow them to have 

an apprenticeship, there would be two categories of trade operation: the one 

of Negoce 1 which is the most numerous; in so far as occupation of land is \ 

concerned, and the most important, this is only open to the Bnnyaruanda and the 
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(Mr. Reisdorf, 
Spec:i.al reDresentetive) 

- -
Barundi. The busµ1ess centres are '?Pen likewise to the non-indige_nous 

population, but as I pointed out yesterday, we are witnessing in the trade 

centres a withdrawal of non-Africa:n trade and an advance in African trade, 

which proves .: that. we are following a good path. 



DR/rr 

(~]~L~~2;:f~,~_Jec~~--~;:F,E_~Ee_;l~~) 

Moreover, I was P.ble to emphasize that two trade co-operatives, the Trafipro 

and the CCPICO, represented a ch'?..in of consumer and trade co-operatives, one 

serving Ruanda and .the other ser1ing Urundi. In Urund.i there is a second trade 

co-operative which is knnwn as the Burundi trade co-operative. 

~ SALOMON . (Haiti) ( interpretation from French): I have a last question 

to put. I am not sure that this is the time to pu:t this question since it ii; ~ , 

e. question which concerns both the economic and educational f'ields. However, rf~/1 
I shall put the question anyway. My question ccncerns the special educational J,,.. 
fund tho.t the 1957 Visiting Missio:1 had proposed for the purpose of financing 

certain parts of the educational prograrrune, for training teachers and for the . y 
development of schools. of the State and so on. Could the special representative 

tell us whether this :!.dea has been explored and what is the present situation 

as. regards this reatter? 

Mr. REISDORFF (Special representative) (interpretation from French): 

Strictly speaking., there is no special education fund. There is a tendency on 

the part of the Administration to create additional resources by turning to the 

Chiefdoms and to the various parts of the country. But the fundamental principles 

~.re free primary education, :participation of parents depending on their 

:possibilities in the·field of secondary education and also depending upon the 

ability of the parents to pay the costs. The setting u:p of an additional fund 

has be"=m considered, but the idea was not maintained in that form. I can 

assure the representative of Haiti that the question ·is still open and that the 

Government, in view of the increasing cost of education, .might contemplate a 

:request to the chiefdoms and to the tribes, on an exceptional basis, because 

more and more they want an extension of education. 
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~sqcTRA (India.) ·: ' r ·;ibh to ·i;,ake this oppo:rtunity of welcoming 

Mr. Reisdorf:£', the new special representative of Belgium to our midst ·and to, 

' forward to working in co.;.operation • 11ith him on this Ttust 

,,itory f uanda-Urundi and in examining the annual report wnich i:s ·now 

j( consideration. · • 

.. My first question relates to the 'Den-Year Develorment Plan. Incidentally, 

may ·r recall that the other day the representative of Australia, Mr. Kelly, 

con:mended to the Council the course of referring to the library far papers 

or documents which are not circulated to the Council. I did so but I could not 

get hold of a copy of the Ten-Year Development Plan in the library. This is a 

very important paper which has a bearing on our consideration of the conditions 

in Ruanda-Urundi. However, I was able to lay my J::ands on a brochure called 
11The Handbook of Ruanda-Uri.mdi I s Ten-Year Plan", which I believe is an official 

publication. · I came across the :following passage in that brochure:· 

,:l~fter the example of Belgium, a small and thickly' populated Territory, 

incapable of feeding its popu3=-a.tion, Ruanda-Urundi 1 occupying a central 

::i;osi tion in Africa, ,;,muld specialize in the e).-:port and processing of the 

raw materials from the vast neighbouril1g Territories where labour is slxirt. 

It might build its wealth with work of •its population incorporated in 

manufactured go~ds destined for eA'J_:ort. These exports would supply the 

necessary resources to acquire the. indispensable complement of irnJ;orted 

food as well e.s the goods required for its develo:pment and welfare. 11 

This passage seems to sum up the objectives underlying the Ten-Year 

Development Plan ·which io now in its last lap . . It wotu.d, therefore, .be useful 

for us to have the Administering Authority's assessment of the success of the Plan 

in the light of the :policy which is suruned up_ in the p9.ssage which I ho.ve just 

quoted. It is obvious that what was intended ·was the Tel'ritor-y 1s economic -orientation toward industrialization, and the second ira.jor objective was to ----- • • 

increase the Territory's purcbasing capacity in respect of foodstuffs because 

it has to depend u:pon the imports of foodstuffs in view of the shortage of 

internal production. 



?R/rr 

(.Mr. Rasgotra, Indi2.) 
-----.. ~,..,.-.irr.;,J.;:.:;:;;;,\~,-

Could the special· representative tell us the following: first, the 

size and scope of the Territory's manufacturing industry based en its own 

produce, both mineral and agricultural., and on the products of the vast 

neighbouring Territories such as the Congo or Uganda or Tanganyika? 

Secondly, could he throw some light on the extent of the Territcry1 s 

dependence today on imforted foods and the extent to which this dependence has 

diminished in the last eight years when the Plan crune under implementationt 

Mr. REISD0RFF (Special representative) (interpretation from French): 

In order to answer the first question of' the representative of India, I should 

like to give him some figures. The mining production of Ruanda-Urundi in 1957 
was 2,JS.~St9,CC0 and in 1958 asa result of the world recession, this figure 

droppad to 183 ,;213 ,cco. 'l'he principle agricultural production which ·was 

exclusively in the hands of the j_ndigenous population in 1957 -- the producti n 

of coffee~- reached a figure of 910 million. In 1958, as a result of the 

circumstances tbat I explained in my opening statement, the figure was only 

580 million francs. In 1957 the production of cotton was raised to 36 million 

francs and in 1958 to 44 million. The figure for hides was 39 million francs. 

In other branches of production it is difficult to give figures, branches such 

as slaughtering of anirr.als, livestock, pork and muttcn~ The figure for all these 

·was 250 million, but it is not possible to lmow which part ·was Gold in the Eelgiun 

Congo -where large markets exist and what part was sold in Ruanda-Urundi. 

·A 
\ 
I 
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(Mr. Reisdorf, Special 
re1)~~;entat:Ge) ____ --

Ruanda-Ururidi does not , import foodstuffs. It exports _P~TIL Oil anrl 

peas 0.nd beans in rather lfa1ite~-:-::a:--r"""1 ... t,""'1""'c,"""~-~e~s-, ...... o-1J.t it is essentj_ally a country of 

auto-consumption. Each Af~ican lives on .his land and consumes bis own production. 

The majority of the workers., apart from th_ose in _Usumbura, are . peasant workers; 

in other words, they return home every day and when they do not go to work they 

engage in o.g1·iculty.ral activities. He have evaluated the annual auto-consumption 

in Ruanda-Urundi. This evaluation should not be given any more than an indicative 

value because the various ethnic groups ~re so different and the conditions in 

which tbey live are so different. In any event., this is the evaluation which was 

giv~n by the Agricultural Service: auto-consumption - 5.,500.,oco tons per year or 

8,coo million francs. This evaluation was made on the basis of the n:arket prices 

and it is.quite C!=rtain, of course., .that it .does not have.the same value with 

conswnes what he himself produces. 

I-ir. IMSGCTRI\. (India): I am sure that .the information given by the special 

representative will be useful. But perhaps I did not explain my question very 

well. In addition to '1>,hat the special representative nas said, I wanted to lmcw 

the c:;tate of the Territory's precessing industry based on raw mat 

from neighbouring territcries. I believe one of the objectives of the· piii'ri was 

to develop a processing industry in the Territory whi~h would p:ocess materials 

imported . frcm neighbouring tel'.ritories. Secor.dly, I would like to have a bit 

more detailed inf_ormation. as . to the nature of the Territory 1 $ dependence today on 

imported f(?odstuff.s. \'lliat kind of feedstuffs are imported and w:1at proportion of 

the imports is consumed or is :intended for the bulk of the i ndigenous population? 

Could the special representative expand his answer on these points, 

Mr. REISDORF (Gpecial representative) (interpretation frcm French): 

To my knowledge at present there is no substantial processing industry in 

Ruanda-Urundi for products coming from neighbouring countries. 'Ihere are 

processing industries for coffee, cotton and manioc,. but all of it is of local 

production. 
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- (Mr. Reisdorf, Spee fol 
representatjve) 

I am sorry that I did not answer the second questiol'l quite clearly. In .· 

practice no foodstuffs are imported, .exc~pt pe:thaps for products which are known . 

as fresh foodstuffs and which are brought in by plane. For example, scme 

European fruit might be imported in this n:anner. But there is no importing which 

could be counted in the economic balance of foodstuffs coming frOm abroad. The 

country is self-sufficient. Perhaps I might add as an aside that the 

administrators have been employing the slogan "Consume local productsn so that 

their value will not depreciate. It is possible that local products might not be 

as good as imported products, but we would prefer the local products to be used. 

Mr. RASGOTRA ( India) : 'Ny next question also relates to planning -- not . ' n~ ' 

to the ten-year plan as such, but to 'ple.nning~ , Does the Administering Authority ? co/ 
intend to formulate another ten-year or perhaps fjye .. ~mor deveJ opment plap to , ---------------follcw the one which is nmr reach:l.ng fulfilment'Z . If that is so, what are the 

targets in view? For example, is any shift in emphasis contemplated'/ The 

emphasis in the first plan was on the establishment nnd expansion of the Territory 1s 

industry. 

Mr. REISDORF (Special representative) (interpretation from French): 

Yes, a plan has been under study for scme time, but I have not been involved so 

far in the discussions. This plan will take over from the present ten-year plan 

even before the present plan is ccmpletely fulfilled, because quite a lot of the 

criteria have changed. 'I'he orientation of this plan will certainly be towards 

industrialization of the country. The Governor of Ruanda-Urundi has stated, and 

the Visiting Mission has noted, that the industrialization of a country such as 

Ruanda-Urundi was the only way of breaking the circle created by the terrifying 

increase of population. On the other hand, as a substratum has already been 

established in the industrial field as a result of the power plants, highways, 

ports., airfields and so f'orth, which_have already been constructed., we have 

discovered in the course of the implementation of the first plan a factor which 

had not been sufficiently highliGl1ted in the intentions of the first plan, 

namely the reconversion of agriculture. I understand that the second plan 
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(Mr. Reisdorf, Special 
representative) 

will deal with the reconversion of the basis of agriculture, and this will solve 

the existing problems of the Ruanda peasant and the Urundi peasant. 

Mr. RASGOTRA (India): It will be recalled· that the 1957 Visiting 

Mission pointed out that the success or failure of the development programmes 

would depend mainly on the e:~tent to which the indigenous population itself 

participated actively, conscientiously and willingly in the development of 

Ruancla-Urundi. We believe that this remark has a ·general application not only 

to Ruanda-Urundi but also to other under•developed territories. What has been 

the extent, in the Administering Authority's view, of the participation of 

indigenous organizations, authorities and people in the implementation of the 

ten-year plant Perhaps the special representative could also state the measures 

that are now contemplated by the Ad...rninistering Authority to encourage more 

active participation of the Territory 1 s inhabitants. not only in the implementation 

of the existing plan but also in the formulation of the new plan to which he 

referred. 
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llr. HEISDOBF (Special representative)(interpretation from French): - r . 

order to ma~~e my reply 

parts, the first relating to what have ·oeen and what will be t_he measures 

to associate ii.f .; "' with -the discussion of the :plan, am1 then the actual 

development of the plan. I have alreaclystated that the 

frameworl;: of .the ten-year plan is a very broad one; the objectj_ves have been se-t-; 

out and indicate . the work which has to be done, but the timing is spread over 

several ~rears and there are no fixed deadlines for carrying 0;.1_t the various 

stages of the work. All the African Councils have hacl an opportunity of . 

expressing their views. They have all had an opportunity-of discussing the 

arrangements involved, from the very small Council of a Sub-Chiefdom, which may . 

have been called upon to express its opinion on, for instance; the way in which 

the resources of the Indigenous Helfare Fund should be spent on its own particular 

hillside, riGht up to the Chiefdom Councils which have e)s."}_)ressed thej_r vieus on 

the crafts and craft centres and the State Council which constantly provides . 

suggestions and criticisms and discusses the carrying out of the ten-year plan 

on the nation-wide level. I have already said in reply to a q_uestion by the 

representative of the Soviet Union that the General Council of Ruanda-Urundi has 

discussed a certain number of items connected with the ten-year plan. 

This association of the population with all stages of the implementation of 

the plan vlll be further amplified. in the course of the dis cuss ions on the next 

ten•year plan, which will be submitted to the General Council of Ruanda-Urundi 

and will probably be discus.sed by all · the bodies which are_ affected; the State 

Council, the Chiefdom Councils and so on. 

As to the possible participation of Africans in the carrying out of the p~ 

the letter from t!'i"e Hutu journa.List tnat 1 mentioned in my opening statenent 

shows quite clearly that the Africans tmderstand where . they came from and_ where 

we have led them up to now, and they understand what is expected of them. They 

know that we have rid them of hunger and diseaseJ and they 1~now tba~ in order to 

do tbat it vms necessar~' to impose certain duties upon, them. Because of the 

traditions of the milieu in which they lived, we_ should never have been able to 

do away with the scourge of hunger if we had not first imposed compulsory labour. 
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I have presided over hundreds of .African meetings and I . have never heard any 

objection to compulsory labour. Some persons 'may have said that we ought to 

leave matters to their own way of doing things, but they have never objected to 

the principle. Compul::;ory labour has now been eliminated and that stage is past, 

but 1-re are 1-;ow faced with the need to iluplement a ten-year plan oriented towards 

acricult ure with Africans of whom we no l onger have to expect anything but willing 

co-opera-!:.ion. He shall co"cmt upon general propaganda and publicity and upon 

certain agreements which we s l1all be able to make with the Chiefdoms; we shall 

tell them that this is the plan which we have elaborated f or the development of 

a given reg:i.on, this is the mone;/ we shall contribute and these are the 

ccn:mi tments which they must obtain from the populo:tion. 

In re13ard to the work of the various missions, as has already been pointed 

out, c v c 11 if ue were to close a:l cur t est stations and our ag1·:i.cultura l and 

veterino.:cic.n stations, we sl1oulc. still have in our hands the methods needed to 

develop the country. We know whui:, we have· to do, but all these stations continue 

to wor\: t o ir..1prove our tech!1iques althouch i.re • already have sufficient knowledge 

to be able to tell any community what methods to use ancl what results they will 

achieve if they do. In other fields, we must continue to carry on research 

and we n::m have a hydrological mission at work. He are carrying out research 

also in recardto' fertilizers and we have evolved successful types although they 

are still pr:Lced a little too high. In that particular field we are still in 

the research stase and we shall have to go on with it. Africans ta!~e part in · • 

all this work .,quite regularly. . The notables visit our pilot stations and we 

frequently organize trips for them to see the people at work and to see our pilot 

stations. They are, therefore, associated with all our progrclIDmes because this 

is the only means we have of :promoting a thorough-going reform -- we have to 

convince them of the need. 

Ur. RASGCTR/\ (India): I was pleased to hear that reply because I 

wanted to make sure that the :participation of the inhabitants is real and is not 

on a superficial plane. 

indirect manner. 

My ne:xt q_uestion also relates to planning, in a rather 
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In his opening statement the other day the representative of Belgium said 

that while the two countries, Ruanda and Urundi, were tending towards a_ different 

development of their internal 

education, for 
-- the needs o:f h::.gher and university 

monetary st1·uctnres and for certain technical 

neccssi ties there would have to be a common organization. I assume that ariong 

the inhabitants of the TrLlst Territory there is an awareness of the inevitable 

interdependence, especially in the matter of economic organization and sound 

economic plmminc;, of the Territory I s two regions, Ruanda and Urundi. One might 

then sa~, that this field of economic planning and development would furnish 

excellc :::r:~ scope :for m:tenoive co-operation between the two groups of the 

population on a national scale. It is the feelfog of my delegation that the 

e~tc..bli::;b~:m~.-c of a territorial council ,,ould help develop an identity of interest 

among them. Such a council 11ould wi thot!t doubt lend a popular chara(!ter to 

planninc; and mobilize to the ~tmost -~;t,Qnt.___possible the u-~tive p~~ 
___ .. __ _ .: ...... - ...... ·- ·-- -.. .. . ... ---"-· .• • - " ---- ---• . "·-- - -- .... ____ __ ----- ·----·-· 

the--p.cople> .tQ _ which I referred_ ~a~~~-:=:_~ I am sure tne Trusteeship Council 

would be interested to hear the views of the representative of BelgiU!ll and the 

special representative concerning the possibility of the establisr.:ment of a 

national development council consir,tinc of indigenous people. The special . . . . 
representat;Lve has. referred to the advisory role which the General Council plays, 

but what I had in mind vas a permanent or standing body, which mi13ht be called 

a development co~mittee or national development council, the Dembership of which 

might be _dravn from among the members of the General Council itself but 

consisting entirely of indi1:;enous people. What are the _chances of such a body 

being _broucht into existence? 
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Mr. REISDORF ,(Special representative)(interpretation from French): In 

the course of an earlier reply I stated that we were convinced in Ruanda-Urundi 

that at the present stage of development, owing to the complexities of the probLem, 

we must utilize all fields of competence; we must call upon all the pe1·sonalities, 

regardless of the social strata from which they come, so as t6 associate them in 

solving the cl.:.i.1':::'J.c ··lt problem confr~:rnting Ruan,la-Urundi. The spheres 

of influence of the councils are very clearly defined; they go from the 

loc:...l co·.mci ~- -co -·che regional council, and then to the State Council 

m :d. the Ruanc::.2.-U:nmdi General Council. If Q t,~rri torinl dcvcloprccnt cotmcj_l we ,:e 

set up it would be logical that it should lean upon the Geaeral Council of Run.nda­

Urundi. I am stating a personal point of view, because I do not know what the 

view of t he General Council of Ruanda-Urundj_ on this point would be. But I know 

that, after the~ appointment o:ff n. standing committee for education, an economic 

standing cornmi ttee has heen set up, one of the activities of which is to find a way 

to multiply the economic ties between Ruanda and Urundi -- hence the meetings, 

which I mentioned, of technicians and representatives of the two countries which 

have discussed the possibilities of promoting indigenous trade at the sub-chiefdom 

level. 

If a further committee were created, it would be called a territorial 

development co~mittee, the purpose of which would be more along political lines, 

to find schemes for the union. The sugGestion, at ·first sight at least, needs to be 

_stuclicd._,bt1t l c:o' ~.1ot SGe why in this committee !.only the representatives of the 

State councils of Ruanda and Urundi would be permitted to discuss the rratter 

apart from the Ad.ministering Power and apart from other sectors of the population 

Hhich also contribute their co-operation to the progress of Ruanda-Urundi. It is 

thus within the framework of the General Council that such a counci l mighc be 

This is a personal opinion because I do not think that the matter 

ha ever been raised as such within the State councils. 
i!~g g~: :'\ 
llQ.> <; V i \ 

~~1 f Mr. Rl'.SGOTRA (India}: My next <iuestion relates to the information 

:t!, B ed on pages 64 to 68 of the annual report. Therefrorn it appears that 
. ' - +: - ,.,, ("!' 

::::~: i::;: credit facilitie"' a.' agricultural activities are available 
,,.f"\11 ("f 

,,. f"\11 ("f 

r~ the Central_!:ank of th.£.13elgian Congo and Ruanda-Uruncli, the credit society 

and a special fund. The special representati~in one of fns answers yesterday 
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o.lso gave some further . i.nformaticn abo1.'.t these facilities. It seems J ho0,1ever, 

thnt the Admi.nistering Authority itself recognizes -- and we certainly de -­

the innd2quacy of the credit facilities, and it also appears that some studies 

concerning the e J-:pansion of these facilities were being undertaken. 

He · shoulcl lik e to lrnow whether anJ'~ concrete pr c:ipo~als have as yet emergec1 

as a result of _tllese studies, to :pennit, in t he 1-:ords of one of ·che 

recorr::ne!11'1tior, s of the twenty-firs'~ session of the Counci l , the earl~' 

the credi t f acilit~cs in Ru~nd~-U~uudi by civing t he following vic~s. It is not 

only the ba~;s nnl the savings in~titutio~~ that ?ravide credit fo r Africans, 

Africans . Gen e:..·2.l~y GiJ2c.l:Li;: , the fa1•-,r:e 1· in Hlin,1 13a -U1·undi is fina11ced within 

the ps.ysnr;>:1,:t. 'rnc A:':':t:'..cnn wll,:-, e::: ,~a:-i lici.1ec i.1:;.rn ,:;elf in a E.0-}'S~~! or in 

al ·J.otu:en:.;s of lr.nC:.. i n :i-:;tcn' i-:o::_·ds J r-hrnrs his confidence in the .J.,,dministrc.tion 

and is prepared t~ e::chQDGJ t~editioaa! far ming ~ethods for modern methods, 

benefits . in fo.ct from substantial f :Lnnnc::i.ng. The se p3,:rsann_at s have asked for 

rather lcrs e investments for their deve ::_ o::i;-.:ent, for their equipment and for 

est a blishinc the~r co-operati ve s cul buildings. The A:'rican peasant who come s 

to establ:Lsh hin1self thore::orc obto,:..ns possession of capital which the Government 

g ives him in the form of 1.e.nd -- to which forn:erly he had no right -- and in the 

form of farmin g equipr.~ent, seed, housing, building materials, and a tax exemption. 

He is p:i_aced in the posit ion of becoming a farmer in a modern economy. He is 

perhaps not given any rwney but he is given better than rnoney; he is given t he 
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means to produce something. This is the way in which the concept of credit 

for the peasant is understood in Ruanda-Urundi -- so that full utilization 

might be made by him of the money, which is money from the cornmu~ity, and 

which is granted to individuals who will thus become productive factors 

within the corcrnuni ty. 

I have pointed out that there has just been established a special 

credit fund for indigenous inhabitants. This fund ·is designed to finance the 

activities of individual African settlers, progressive farmers and businessmen. 

This is not a bank, but it is at least a fund which is made availn:'ol.e to the 

indigenous population.· 

On the other hand, as re£n.r ds housing, Africans receive assistance from 

the loan fund, whi eh makes it possible fo:c them to build houses of lasting 

materials. They also receive gratuities from the King's Fund: a certain sum 

of money is given them to encourage them to build. I shall not dwell on this 

matter, because it has several aspects. However, there again it is an 

intervention by the Acirninistration,which is perhaps not made,in the case of 

loan funds, in the forr:i of money given to the party concerned·which he can 

dispose of as he wishes; but he is given the opportunity of building a house, 

that is to say, having available a sum of money which will make it possible for 

him to build a house whereas otherwise he would not have the means to do so. 
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Mr. RI,SGOTP.A (India.}: My next question relates to the tin mininc; ~ 1 

industry. From_ .the p~rusaJ. of the information pla<'".'.ed Lefore us we have form~ ~ 
~ .. . 

the view that it is among the most · irr.po1·tant indu6tl'ies of the Ter:ritory, I..ast 

yea.i.· the special representative infor_raed. the Council that seve1·ol tin minin:3; 

industries in the Territory had to be closed dmm during 1956-1957 owinc; to 

the General_ depressed condition of the world tin marl-~et. Now, what was the 

position of this industry durin0 1958? What was the value of the production of 

tin or tin-bee.ring ores, and was there any surplu.s of production over exports? 

f,nd if there was, how was t.he surplus utilized, how was it disposed of? 

Mr. REISDORF (S:pec:'..al representative) (int~rpretat:i.on from French): The 

situation in mining has not improved dur:J.nc; tte 1958 period t.mder conside:ration. 

On the contrary, this was reflected 'by a d.rop in p:coduction, and a drop in 

particular :i.n the sale o: this production because of the drop in minerals 

prices. Minlns production in 1957 -- which is in the report -- was 

270,989,000 francs and in 1950; l85,213,000 francs, 

If the representative of India is inte:::ested in {;;ettin&; certain production 

ficures, I can supply him with these Zigures. The production of ce.ssiterite 

was 2,510 tons in 1957; the production of tanta.lo-colombite was 100 tons; the 

production of wolfram ,ms 66::,i tons; the :production of ambly[;onite was 102 tons; 

the production of bastnaesite ,ms 2)9 tons; the production of beryllium was 

95 tons; the production of c;old was 9 kiloc;rams -- I do not have the actttal 

tonnac;e for 1958, but I can c;ive you the · fi gu::ces, in other words, the output 

ficures -- this amounted to 9 k:'..lo; rams for c;old production. 

In 1958 the 6old yield amounted to -c;,812,000 f'rancs; in 1957 it ,,as 

5, G5)7 ,000 fre.ncs. In cassiterite it was 157 million as opposed to 192 million; 

in tantalo-colo:11bite it was 9,327,000 as opposed to 10,691,000 francs; in wolfram 

it was G million as opposed to 45 million. In amblyc;onite it was 50,000 francs 

as opposed to 12 million. In bastnaesite it was 37,000 francs as opposed to 

3,800,000. In be:...~yllium it was 840,000 francs as opposed to 1,700,000 francs. 

All thine; s beinc; equal, we may expect that mining production will be 

:re-established because of the fact that mines now are connected with electrical 

current, The problem was to obtain from the deposits havinr; a low tonnac;e some 

cheap fuel -- water electricity power rather than diesel motor power. 
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The nue.ndD.-Urundi mines are 1101-r connec:tecl with le Tarukar It ls E:>:pected that 

for 1959 the production will 'be 1·e-esta0lished because deposits of a lower 

grade can be exploited. From e.nother point of v:i.ew, r,1inin6 research is beinc-; 

turned to new mineral deposits and ores. 
' This production is c;ross production which is sold on vrorld marl:ets. I l,elj_eve, 

althou1::;l1 I am not an expert in this field, that the United States is the chief 

buyer. 

I apolo(;ize, but I thought there was a second part to the question o:Z' the 

representative of India. If we would be r:;ood enouc:;h to repeat this question, I 

would be the.nkful to him. 

!11'. RASGO'rRA (India): I shall be vel'Y happy to do so. The second part 

or the question was whether there was a surplus of production over exuorts? _lwd 

ii' there ,ms, how is this surplus disposed of? I was referrin3 particularly to 

the production of tin and tin-bearing ores. 

Mr. REISDORF (Special representative) (interpretation i'rom French): There 

m·e no production surpluses for export purposes. All production is exported. I 

do not h2.ve any inZorrnation in this matter except Zor the fact that R. u.anda-Urundi 

l)roduction is directed at marl;:ets which are most favourable for it. 

Mr. R/,SGOTRA (India) : Hhen the prices ol' a cert a in coon,odi ty or product 

fe.lls in the world 1;iarket, the answer of prod~cinc; countries usually is to produce 

more and send more to the market, to l:eep the level of the co :.mtries 1 sales. Hhy 

uas it that in this particular Territory, a dep1'ession in the world marl.;:et led to 

cut~~~~- -~n ~t,_on? Last year the S}?ecial representative informed 

t11e Council that this decision was a l'esult of international considerations taken in 

c:onsultation with other countries. Could the special representative ta:~e the 

C0tmcil into confidence as to what these considerations were for which the 

pl·oduction of tin and tin-bearinc, ores had to be cut down? Are there any special 

:reasons? 
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Mr. RI::ISDO~F: (Special represcnt&.ti're) ( ince~·pretation frou:i Frenc-h): 

I must confess my incornpetence in this i'ield. If there bas oeen inte:cnationa.l 

converso.tions with reference to tin production,or a possible limitation of tin 

production .. I Lave no infor□8.tion in this field. But I believe that if a certain 

num1:er of yards and l'ields were closed do~m, it . was because the minin3 

company for the p2.st two years has been losinc; money . Because they are all on 

the red sicle of the balance sheet, they wish to. reduce their c;eneral costs and 

overhead, they wish to cut doim on staff. T11ey wish to continue the 

exploitntion of profita'ole mines and cl'.ose the. exploitation of mines which are 

not profitable, while e.•.mi.tin::; that international conditions would once more 

enable t hem to reopen U0'.'.':.J (! mines . Now, as to vhether there was an international 

a c reeri1ent, I npclo:_;izc lmt I cannot speak fr,:,m the point of view of the 

Ruanda-Unmdi nd!::1inictration . 
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It is co!IE,on knowledge tlmt Ctl.'1lost the 

wbole of the import and export trade and th':! wholesale trade of the Trust 

Territory remains in the lrnrrns" of Ea10p2::.u,s and, 
c"'. 

to some small extent, in 

the h:md.s of a few Asian firms. Tlie report for the year 1957 indicA.tes 

that there is growing indigenous partidf)2:tion in retail trade as a result 

of the increase in tbe nuraber of tra.de centres in which only incligenous 

inbabi tants are allowed to carry on b1l.Siness. The report further states tbat 

many inc1ir;en:)US trarlers have nou est-3.blisbed themselves in the hills apart 

from those who are working in the centers of trade. ~ -... ___ , 

The Aclministei;ing·Autlmri ty seems to be some~rhat disturbed by this 

developr::cnt and it is said that the prolifer8.tion of such instnllations 

raises scl'ious problems. Tbis information is to be foun(t in tbe adcli tional 

inform:1tion supplied to the Council by tbe AdministcrinG :\utbori ty. We shculd 

like to know exactly what these serio1..ts problems are ancl in w}w.t respect 

tbey nre lil:cly to bave an injurious effect on-the---t,1~ac1e of tlle Territory. ,,,------
I-Ir. fo-...;ISDORF (Special representative) (interp2.~etati:m from French): 

The Administration has maintained the project for the inst:1110.tion of Africans 

outside of commercial centres, although the traders who are instnllecl. in the 

trnde centres, as well as a ce:ctain nrunbcr of chiefdor:is, hnve protested. They 

s a id: uHc are paying taxes to the chiefo.orn, we are sub:ai tting to buildin13 

rules, o.ncl you arc allowing unfair co1::.peti tion of people ,rlJo do not even ho.ve 

the same obligations". !But the Ac1~inistration felt that this represented 

o1)V:i.ous economic 2nd social progress and that tbe consw-:iers could tlms avoid 

ho.ving to ruove o.bout for very unimportnnt purch:1s es. • Moreover, the 

Aclrninistrr,,.,tion realizes that the mul tiplic'.l.tion of small trade, the control of 

which is very difficult, could at the sane time be unfo,vourable to the traders 

and consumers tbemselves. 
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Now by brea}:ing up trade into ve1·y sm:iJ.l fisures, the multiplication of 

thes e stores woulcl reduce trac.1e ancl businesses to such an a.mount that the 

trader would ho.ve to draw unfair profi tc or would have ec tendency to cheat 

on ei thcr weight or quality. It mi13ht not be in the interest of the consumer 

to be lirnitccl to making a very restricted choi ce. 

Lastly, we have legislation which is provided for the conswner's interest, 

namely price control. 1-hximum prices are fixed in order to protect the . 

consurJcr n0e.inst any usurious and cxcessi ve . prices Tbc multiplication of 

small trade 11111 make it difficult fer the competent services to check prices , 

wei ghts, the bal:mce of scales and the proper operations of the trader. Therefore, 

the AcJministration will not i mpo se this project. It will . tr-J to channel it, 

i t will try to use it. In all likelihood it will be neces$ary to create a 

mobile ser'rice which at the same tine will act as the adv1ser and the inspector 

of these new centres which 1n all likelihood will spread throughout the 

country. 

i'ir. MSGOTRI\ (India ): In our vieu, no great harm will be done if 

s ome of the profits which were in the p ast derived by Europeo.n and other f oreign 

firms now r;o to the poctets of indigenous Sine.11 traders . I t hink this is a 

very healthy development and I wa s therefore very pleased when I heard the 

special representative say th:1.t it i s not intended to hinder thio new dGvelopment 

in any ,my, but that other corrective mea sures might be t o.ken to see that 

tra de carried on in these sm:ctll business centres in remote areas is on a fair 

basis. 

I ,muld lil~e to t ake t be special representative b :J.ck t o the field of 

mining; · r.::c re specifically to pc.ge 445 of the a::mual r ep,)rt . In table E ...____ ______ _ 

there appears the number of p ermits gr'.lnted for mining . There are gener a l 

permits nunbering 243 in 1957, and there are e):clusive riermi ts numbering 522. 

First of all, I uould lil:e to 1mmr whether these numbers of 2h5 and 522 a re 

the number of permits granted in 1957, or is the m1.r:iber ca rri ecJ. over from 1956 

when 2!~2 o.nd 515 • perrni ts were respectively gr anted in the two categories? 
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The second part . of the question is whether any .of these penui ts were 

granted to non-Europeans, either the general permits or the exclusive permits, 

or are all these permits granted to Eui·opean miners?. I would li1re to have 

s'ome cletai.led information on that ancl, i:f possible, a ~the 

_,nwnbeR of ;p~ ts granted. to indigenous people and to Europec.ns or Asians. 

Mr. RIUSDOHF (Special representative) (inter-pretation from French): 

The number of permits which we find on page 4!1.5 o:f the anr,ual report, in 

table E, is the number of valid permits. The figures of 232, 242 and 21.:-3 are 

the fluctu'.ltions of the nuuber of cenero.l prospecting permiJ.::;s; in other words, 

permission to prospect in a certain zone. There are e;:clusive prospecting 

permits i!"l mining groups. After a f-ew years, the p:1rty concerned must make a 

choice of some plot or area in which he can obtain the exclusive right to carry 

out prospecting and development. If he • has found a nything, he ,rill then ask 

for an e;:ploi tation permit. These are the three staces. 

No special condition is required in order to o1Jtain a general or exclusive 

permit, or an exploitation permit, except to have capi t::i.l, which, I believe, 

ar.::ounts to 500, COO francs, and to have tlle necessary ·teclmlcal lmowledc;e ~ so 

that future exploitation should be carried out in the interest of the 

development of the natural resources of the country. 

• • As fo.:c • as I lmcn-1, there .. are no Africans who have requested a pemi t. I can 

assure tbe Co'L!-ncil that throughout the time I have spent in Ruanda-Urundi, I 

saw the .question raised only once by a council. At the present juncture 

Africans '.lre not interested in getting these funds -- which it would be easy for 

them to cather. Mining c:;.:.:ploitation 0....'1C'. operations in Ruru.v.:b-Unmcli have 

shown hou risl-.y it irc.s end hou much clii':ficulty ,;~,s involvcC::. and how much funds 

i.rere ;req_uired. As far as I lmow, this e;~loi tation does not tempt them. 

First of all, it does not seem to be a good business opportuni t:.r to them. 

Secondly, it is not in the natu1·e of their attitude. The Banyaruanda and 

the Ba rundi are pastural farmers and would rather eng:::.ge in fanning work than 

mining ,,ork. I am speaking of the workers. Likewise, for those who are 

intellectuals, one will certainly find more who take up the- profession of 

e.gronor.iy and veterinary science than they do mining. 
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In so fa.r as the Administrc.tion :i.s concerned, tl1ere ii:i absolutely no 

obstnclc '111:J.tsoevcr for o. Banya.ruo.mlo. or rarundi to obtriin a. prospecting 

permit. Tue only fact which applies here is that he h:is never asked for such 

pa perni t. 
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1\.s to· the ·question whether there are any Asians who have r::.inco, there hnve 

been in the :past., out I cannot tell you whetb.er·there still· are any at present. 

It is possible that they are associated with some companies. In order to reply 

to this question, I would have to have a list of members in the various 

companies ,;hich are operating in Ruanda-Urundi. 

tir._~-~~ (India): It is gratifying to know that there are no 

conditions debarri 7 ans from taking a share_in the exp] oi tation.....o.f the 

Territ J.,y s mineral re!:?_9JJ.;rces, but I wonder to what extent this financial 

limitatio~francs., which amounts to scme 4;10,000 itself, has 

in scme way a discriminatory effect in practice against tbe Africans in going 

into this business., which obviously is not an unprofitable business apai·t from 

the depression of 1956-1957. I woncler whether the Administering Authority is 

taking any steps to encourage the participation of indigenous inhabitants in 
, 

this particular field of development, no.mely., the exploitation of the Territ_o!'y's 

min~e~1=·a~l:;-:r:e:s~o7u~r~c~'e~s::-.-r""""'r-,:t~h~e~J7r~a~r~e::-:t~al-;:::;i:n:-g'any steps, I a~ sure the Council would 

be pleased to hear about theo. 

Hr. DEI?DORF (Special representative) (interpretation from French): 

I can assure the representative of India that the Banyaruande. or the Banmdi, 

if they felt ti1at it would be good business, could easily scrape together the 

su.m of 5co,coo froncs. The coffee co-operatives are capitalized in millions of 

francs. The trad.e organizations which have just been set up haven purchaisng 

pmrer of more than 5CO ,.coo francs. Therefore, the obligation to raise a capital 

of 5co.,ooo francs does not constitute an obstacle. 

In the field of mininG e.x-J_)loitation., the Administration has tateri no steps 

to set U:!_) companies in which Africa11s would be involveu.. All the mining 

cc:mpanies are joint enterprises, that is, the C-overnment automatically bas a share 

in the stoc::s of the company and it shcfres in the prof.its of the company, 

this being independent of an export tax, of' income ta..-xes and of direct truces 

that are collected.,just as is done in other activities. 
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!-lr. Ri'.SGOTPJs (India): The otl1er day, in :reply to a q_uestion pose -~ 
• =====:" 

my delegation,. the special representative and the representative of Belgium =_:-==--=~~a 
---", gave a t3lowing account of the functioning of the General Conference of Ruan<=====:a 

. ......._ . . • ~--- I 

Ur~ of its powers and the influence its opinions e;tercise on the Tcrr~.tory:s ~ .,_ • 

adi11inistration. 'Ihe special representative I s account gave us the -impression ..... ~ 
that there is almost nothing of any consequence, especially in the budg~_a,ry 

and economic fields, that is not referred by the Governor to this Council for 
' its examination and opinion. Could he tell us whether the question of -We 

Territory's aGGocio.tion with the European Econcmic Ccmmunity, which will no 

doubt have significant effects on the Territory's econcmy and econcmic development 

in one way or another, was at all referred to the General Council for its 

advice? If it was referred, what was the nature of the advice tendered by the 

General Council on this important question? 

1-Ir. CLAEYS BCUUAERT (Belgium) ( interpretation frcm French): First of 

all, I should lL~e to recall the fact that the European Economic Community does 

not in any way imply any responsibility whatsoever on the part of the overseas 

territories . The only effects of the European Corunon Marl..:et in so far as the 

associated Territories are concerned are the following: a gradual reduction 

of custor:is duties on the Hetropolitan Marl..:et and, if the Territory is not 

associated ,Tith the organization, customs duties on the products of the 

associat ed territories; creation of an investment fund instead of funds coming 

only frcm the Metropolitan countries which are members of the Corr.man Market; 

finally, the absolute maintenance of the rights of the associated territories 

to protect their infant industries by means of tariff barriers, ,ri tbout 

taking into account the provisions which are talcen inside the Ccr..n:.cn Markets 

and which do not concern the member Territories. It is clear that these three 

results _do not :Lt1ply in any way whatsoever any decision of the associated 

territories. As a matter of ;fact, it is not up to them to decide whether . 

Belgium, Germany, France or the Netherlands have or ·do not have the right to 

reduce thei·r tariff barriers. It is quite true that if they would be 

asked this question, they would certainly be glad to have this broadening of their 

mar~cets. 
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With refe:i:ence to the setting up of 'a deveiopL.lent fund, here aGain no 

obligation is imposed_ upon them and no contribution is asked of them. They 

are only,- in the measure in which they wish it, the beneficiaries of this 

investi.ne1it' fund. ' 

Concerning the third aspect, tho.t is to sa~', the possibility o'f creating 

customs barriers to protect their infant industries, I recall that Ruanda-Urundi, 

inasmuch as it follows the open-door · policy through its aclhen~n·ce to other 

international treaties, is prevented frcm setting u:r any cliscrimiriatory customs 

barriers ~rhich -would give preference to member countries of the- Corr:mon Mar}~et 

to supply manufactured. products v:hich it imports~ 

Having said this, it is very easy to understahd why the ver;r decision 

of association had not been submitted to· a decision ot· the local bodies.· As a 

matter of fact,• these local bodles could not decide anything frhich involved 

responsibility on their part, but it is certain, moreover, that the question has 

been pre::;cnted to tber:i and that as regards the practical implementation-of it, 

for example, a possible appeal to the Developreent Fund, their participation 

is absolutely paramount. It is they who request these projects and who study 

the projects concerning which an appeal would be made to this investment fund 

for o "-= :d tories of the Ccn:;.non I✓Iur~::.et. 

' 

D~tl this _st::;, r:~~G=h~::d::) :!ia~l d:~:n:i:: ::e P:;~:c::~:11 q:;•t:::t further 

~ statcreent in our own statement in the general debate. 

In answering another question of my delegation concerning the :force nublique 

du Congo belr;e, the special representative stated that the 

Pul,lic Fo1·ce -is intent:ed to constitute the r:.ucleus oi' a smell amy wbich 
.... ~ - : • • -

Ruanda;:1,Tmnc,i__might need outside its· frontiers. Mr. Reisdorf adcled that this 

force he.d oeen called upon in recent years to participate in operations during 

recent hostilities. ':Chose were his words. Ny delegation is not aware of any 
. -

recent war or hos-tili ties bet'1een t:1e Trust Teh•i tory and its neighbours. Could 

the special r8presentative give us some information ab-out these hostilities and 

the natm·e of the; participation of this Force in those hostilitie·s? What we __ _::..------------- --------- --

would more particularly lilce to }~now in reference to the economic conditions in 
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(Mr. Rasgotro., Inclia) 

the Terri to1·y is, first, the e::pendi ture incurred in t~e maintenance of tbe 

force publiq1,~e du Con1;0 belr;e du:l.'ing 1958 and, secondly, the expenditure involved 

in the participation of this Force in those hostilities and the extent to which 

this expenditure wasbornefrom the Territory's budget or Territory's resources. 
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M~REISDO_BF (Special representative) (interpretation from Frecch): 

The hostilittes occurred G.m·ing -the Sec:o:id World War in the course of which the 

Ruanda-U1·undi troops formed pnrt of :the expeditiunary corps of the public 

force in the various -;-;heatres whe1·e it was called upon to particj_pate. The 

total cost of the operations of this public .force was paid from .the Belgia:r. Congo 

budget. After the war, Belgium reimbursed the Belgian Congo budget for the 

cost of the maintenance of this expeditionary force. Ruanda-Urundi, uhich 

bad paid nothing, benefitted from this in "tlle form of the fund for indj_genous 

welfare, because that is the origin of the Inc":.igeno'J.S Welfare Fund. The an:ount 

of 2,800,000,000 franc:=; was reimbursed by Belgiu::n to the Belgian Congo,, 

which paid it out to Ruancia-Urundi, which had not paid anything, and the 

interest from these monies is used to carry out a certain number of projects, 

' particularly in respect of drinking water, as part of the ten-year plan. 

With regard to the cost of the rr.aintenance of the contingent 

soldiers forr:ifo the :public force, for 1956 the cost of tho salar iec-; of the 

European was 15,951,000 francs. 

Er. Rl'.SGUII~A (India): It will be epprecfoted that w:1en we examine 

the conditions in the Trust Territory of Rt1anda-Urundi, we do so in rele.tion 

t/ to the 'Ierritory 1s st~ a 'Irust Territory. I was therefore a little 

sur1n·ised uhea I hecrd that the Territory was engaced in~litioo- with sorre 

forei~'.:1-try. The picture •is now clear. These hcr.tilit:Les referred to 

the war which took place before the Tru.steesl1ip System car.1e to be. I do not , 

wish to con::n:ent on -chis further, thoe.gh it does seem to us that this is a rather 

heavy price that the Territory has to _pay for the mainte.nance of a contingent 

from a neighbouring country. 

I have no further questions and I should li!·:e once agai!1 to thank the 

S)?<';Ci8.l representative and the represent(lt.1.ve of Belgium for the patience and 

care with which they have answered my questions in the econor.,ic field. 
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i,;r~LVIIJ (New Zealand): r .>had· so~ne questions un~ .. er the heading ' ·' 
l 

of mining_, but the iuquiries of the representative of Ir,dia have given rr.2 

all the information I need in that field. I want to return to the interest-free 

advances made by Belgium in respect of the deVelopmeht budget and, · in 1958, 

of tl1~din;ry budget of the Territor:y. I understood the special' representative 

to say the other cl'ay that the amount for 1958 in practi.ce proved to be 

150 million and not 125 million as wns foreseen in the budget estimates, • and 

t:r.at the subsidy for 1959 is expected to be even greater. · Togetl:er with the 

advances that have been made under the ten-year plan, the extraordinary budget, 

the Ten:'itory now owes Belgium well over 31 000 million francs, which is rather 

a large sum; I knbw that questions have been raised previously in this 

Cou!'lcilas to what is to hgppen to that clebt. I gather that the sums have 

been transferred by Eelsium but it is not bohded or funded in any way; t:1ere 

is no fixed time for repa;yment; there are no legal instruniehts of obligation 

to Belgium. 

Could the special representative give any indication as to whether the 

Territory will eventually be obliged to repay that money? I realize that this 
----------- - ·--·--

might be an av;kward question to ans~,er and· I quite frankly do not expect a 

clear-cut answer. It certainly would be a great advantage to the Territory 

if such investn:ents could eventually be ,mived by the Administering Authority. 

Mr. CLAEYS I:OUUAETIT (Belgium) (interpretation from French): The 

representative of New Zealand bas just explained that the funds in question 

are subsidies. T~1ey o.re interest-free advances without any amortization :plan 

and without any obligations for reimbursement at this stage,. These subsidies 

are not classified as donations, alt:.10ugh they m:.ght have the character of 

donations because the accounts between Ruanda-Urundi and the Belgian Congo 

are open and the future is unlmown. The future belongs to God and it may well 

happen that sorr.e day Ruanda-Urundi might find itself in a more favourable 

position than Belgium itself. I admit that the hypothesis is very far off 

and improbable, but in such a case these funds might be reimbursed. T·he 

representative of New Zealand quite correctly hiGh-lighted the fact that 

there is no legal obligation to reimburse these funds$ 
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Mr. DAVH! (New Zealand): 

Belgium for his very helpful reply. 
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I want to ·thank the reprzsentative of 

There is . another problem under this 

heading which has been occupying my mind, naILely whether there was any 

danger., owing to the generosity of Belg:i.um in financing even the ordinary 

budget by means of e. considerable subs:i.o.y, net to sl=,~;:;.k of t he c-:.e ve loprnent 

plan, of .:etting up u!1real stanc3.:rcls of !::OC:i.2. l> medical n:d p.2rh,:ps e·,en 

educational services in the Territory whish could not be financed later when 

the Territory becam2 independent. My tentative conclusion was tbat no 

such danger would arif:e bccnuse at t he. moment the attain~ent of independence 

or self-governrr,<2nt by tb.e 'l'errito1~y ic c1ea1·ly a cooc1 way off. I think the 

reprecentati\'e of Bslgi· .. rn1 rightly stres.ied the other day that Belgium is 

ceekinc in tl:.e mea::itin::e to pro':llote the develo~;.:ent of all the resources of' 

the country so tbat it will be able to rr.ake t he best use of those resources 

and have a viable economy. To sum up, dces he agree with me that there is 

no likely danger of ~1.tch subsidies e~d~ng_e;·in.g _the .. .f'u±urr.e._s:tabj.].~f7:,he 

economy of the country. 
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tlE~-E.f.:f~E~F ( Special. representative). (interp:cetation from French):_ 
• ' 

. I can a$sure the represent.2.ti V<;! of New Zealand that the social benefits a:od the 

sale.ries ,,hich are now given to pr:::rsonnel i:t:1 Ruanda7Urundi wi_thout any 

discrimination are in keeping witp the reg,uirements. Salaries are based upon.· 

e.n i!'.1dex which . is checked regularly by. off:Lcials and by representatives of :the. 

urions with a view_to establishing the_minimum necessary living.standards and 

salariesnre changed in accordance with this minimum. standard. I do not think 

that it is possible to say that officials are. over-:-:paid - .- frcm my personal 

experience:, one can never grow rich in the serv:J,ce of the King ... _ and the · 

services of the .Government .. as they now stand.- ca1_1 . certainly h~ supported lat~r 

by a.future Government of Ruanda~Urundi which will. bay~ freely chosen to dispose 

of its .own destiny. 

Mr. I\1~.V~N (New Zealand): I :believe tbat this is a. wise investment by 

Belgium in terms of hum~n welfare, and as·to the· future we must, for the time 

being, leave it to take care of itself. t 
I :pass tiow to another ouestion dealin0r:r with liveotock. I am rather ' 

• - ~ . ~ 

interested in cattle and I notice on page 1.44 of the annual report a picture V 
of European-type cattle and below a. picture of indigenous cattle. I know that • ~ 

the European-type cattle r:ill be much more productive of milk and milk pi·oducts, 

but the question that occupied my mind was, how do they stand up to the rigours 

of the climate of Ruanda.-Urundi 'l The native cat:l:.le have 'peen there for many 
• ' • 

centuries and have no doubt developed resistance to .disease;_ have any problems 

been experienced in~climatising European cattle or• do they n:anage to survive 

the clirrate quite we~l1 

Mr. REISDORFF (Special representative) (interpretation from French): 

The Em.·or,e:o.n-i:.ype cattle are introduced on Errali farms or at stations. where they 

can be cared for and treated in a special way. A cert~.in number of progressive 

African breeders hav~ _received European cattle to enable them ,to accus~om 

themselves_ to rearing this ty:pe .of livesto.ck. There are a certain number of .. 

a.gricultural and zoo~eclmica;t _rules which they ,must observe. The introduction 
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of European livestock to an African habitat \/ithout any supervision would of 

course be tantamount to condemning it to death, 'beca.use as the representative of 

New Zealand has rightly pointed out, during the dry season ·the Af"rican cs.tt.le are 

able to subsist on very little whereas the European cattle need addit.ional 

nourishment which is furnished by the agricultural stationR and by the planting 

of fodder crops and grazing areas. The trouble is that European livestock can 

only be given to pl'ogressive fo.rmers if it is to be maintained at the proper 

quality and is not to degenerate. 

yross-breed li~ck has been developed from African and European cattle --or from African and Asian cattle and scme of ".,,his livestock is reore resistant 

although its milking qualities are less developed. It seems therefore that the 

general orientation is t,:)'wards the establishnent of rr:odern breeding stati0ns 

in the favourable areas whereas in the indigenous areas we have to content 

ourselves ·with increasing the value of the cattle by crossjng it and improving 

its treatment. 

{; ~ ~'%?, .. DAVIN (New Zealand): Tb,t was r. most helpful and illuminating 

r~ly. I have two rr.ore questions, one dealing id th J:?-lm t~. In his opening 

statement the special representative spoke of the extension of palm tree 

:plantations in Tanganyika and in the Bm.·uri ½!~rritory, and said that work on 

the new plantations, which started in 1954, would be continued until 1959 
and would result in the planting of 125,000 palm trees. I ass,.une, however, 

that palm trees were already growing in the Territory and these plnntations 

are roE'rely for the purpose of increasing the output of the products of the 

palm trees. Could the special representative confirm this, or is the planting 

of palm trees an entirely new departure? 

Mr. REISDORFF (Special representative) (interpretation from French): 

The :palm tree area in Ruanda-Urundi is very linii ted and consists of a. stri:J> 

of land at the edge of Tanganyilm. Ruanda-Urundi is a high p~ateau country 

·with a rather cool clin:ate, ·and ·a l".ather low elevation is necessary ft1r the 

planting of' palm trees . • The ·p:rdduction of palm oil is at present appyoximately 

1., 600 tons per :i·ear. He shali ;p'erhaps be able to double that by changing the 
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types of palm trees., but after that ·there -wi'll be : no possibility of '. further 

extending the plantations because there· at~ no 1'avours.ble regions a-\--ailaHe. 

Mr •. ~-Y.!11 (Hew Zee.19.nd): l"ly last question relates to ·co-opera.ti,'es. -- --..._ 
. Cn page 7 of document T/1452 it is stated that tin agricultural ·co._o_perative 

at MuseJ~d in the Kibuye district has been o.r,3:roved and tbat tl new. branch of the . 

TRAFIPRO Co-opzretive, comprising about 3,C00 coffee pls.nters, has been opened 

in the Ru11engeri district. I ass'Lllll8 that these are produce1·s I co-operatives, 

but I -wondered whether they ,-ier~ I?rirr.arily related to the i:::arketing of crops 

as distinct frcm their p1·oduction, r assume they a.re n:arketing co-operatives, 

but could the special rep{·esentative confirm this? 

Mr~ REI8DCRFF (Special representative) (interpretation fror1 French): 

These in fact are a new type of' co-operative, for the collection of coffee, 

and I think this ·will be of particular inte1·est to the representative of 

New Zealand because· :it represents an evolution in our id.eas on the development 

of co-opera.ti ves in Rua1:d. a--Urundi. 
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The Visiting M.ission ha.s had the 09portunity to visit one of the co-operatives 

at Nkora., which, by the way., is located in a particularly favourable spot. 

Hith the intention of grouping the coffee planters and giving value to the 

prcduct., the Administration began by organizing co-operatives., which were half-way 

between co-operatives and pJ.ants. In general the capital was provided by the 

planters., with an important pa:rticipation on the part of the Government. He 

constructed a plant for processing and. drying coffee. Three of these co-operatives 

are at present in existence. 

After the first stage of education., the co-operatives have been left t o 

themselves., under the guidance of the Co'"'.operatives Service. This means that at 

present the co-operatives of Butegana ., Hkora and Irri1xn-a, through their managi11g 

board., sell their c.of;:~c and perform all the operations of a normal business_. 

Yet these co-operatives are not popular vithin the area. 

Along with these co-operatives., which are substantial enterprises., we see 

springing up -- and this is on the initiative of the chief of Nogosi -­

co-ope1~atives in which Africans gather together their coffee after having 

processed it themselves . On each hillside there are now one or more threshing 

machines. The Africans like to thresh the coffee themselves in these threshing 

rr.achines; then they dry it and bring it to a sn:all purchasing office., which 

refuses to accept poor quality coffee. Hhen it has a sufficient quantity of coffee., 

this purchasing office sells it in Usumbura to wholesalers under favourable 

conditions. The point is that under these conditions the Africans obtain better 

prices for their coffee; but the quality of their coffee is much lower than that 

of the threshing co-operatives., which is always first-grade coffee. Since the 

threshing co-operatives have substantial expenses., and since., on the other hand., 

th~ co-operatives members do not evaluate the services provided by the 

co-operativeu --- in other words., the threshing., drying and processing of the 

coffee -- the rr.embers of the threshing co-operatives are at present discussing 

the basic principle of their co-operatives. With a higher investment., they still 

get the some price as that obtained by the harvesting co-operatives. This is a 

very important point. He have stopped establishing any more thr..::shing 

co-operatives and investing further millions of francs in this kind of undertaking., 
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because harvesting co-operatives spring up ar,d develop of themselves. These are 

the two types of harvesting co-operatives referred to in the statement of the 

representative of New Zealand, I take it. 

'Ihis also makes it possible to emphasize a difficulty that is always 

encountered in new. countries. The technical services of the Office des cafes 

are not favourably disposed tcwards the harvesting co-operatives, because they 

object that these co-operatives do not sort their coffee and that, even if they 

sort out the poor coffee from some of their members, which comes back to them 

. through the normal channels of trade, they do not .grade their coffee, and as a 

result they do not provide proper service to the Banyaruanda and Barundi planters. 

On the other hand, the Indigenous Affairs. Service is in favour of these 

hnrvest:tng co-operatives because it sees in theri1 the springing up of the 

co-operative movement; and in these co-operatives the African truly identifies 

himself with his little purchasing group, and the co-operative spirit is born. 

This does not seem to be so in the case of the threshing co-operatives, as ·the 

technique is a little too difficult for the majority of farmers, who in fact 

bring only a portion of their coffee crop to these co-operatives, wishing to 

abide by their traditional methods. On the other hand, in the harvesting 

co-operatives, which are at their level., a true spirit of co-operation is being 

born. 

The existence of these two opposing points of view shows the general 

opposition beb-:een the technical and the social aspects of these activities. 

It is quite likely that the harvesting co-operatives will increase in numbers; 

the Administration will certainly not oppose that. It remains to be seen how 

the Administration will be able to channel this movement., which is a very 

interesting one frcm the co-operative point of view, if the Administration is 

unable to get the coffee.processed in smaller establishments. 'I'hen we shall have 

to have technicians come in and help us. 
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Mr. DAVIN (New Zealand): I found that a. most interesting reply. I had 

not realized there were so many problems in reconcili:-ig the purposes of the 

f the threshing co-operatives. I have no more quest.ions. 

of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation from 

In the remaining twenty minutes, I hope I shall be able to put scme 

the questions we wish to put in .the economic field. The reoresentative of 
~ -

India has already asl~ed regarding the inclusion of the Trust Territory within the 

European market. Perhaps I did no:. fully hear the reply of the . representative of 
0 ........ ,,.-......,_ . ' . • . ' , 

Belgium, but it was not quite clear to me whether there were any preliminary 

consultations en the part of the Administering AutI:ority witli the indigenous 
.. 

population., with the General Council or with the State Councils of Ruanda and 

Urundi., regarding the inclusion or non-inclusion of the Trust ·:rerritory within 
. . . . ' 

the frm:iework of the European market. Here there such p.:~l;im.im1~t.a.tiQ!2s? 
' • ' ,. ' . • .'. 

Here the members of these Councils informed of the possible consequ~:nGBS-of-such 
- ------ - . -----· ------·--

t,'ir. CL4EYS BCUUAERT (Belgium) ( interpret'ation. from Fren~h): .• I thought 

I had n:ade myself sufficiently clear in the reply I gave to the representative of 

India, but I shall be glad to repeat the essence of what I said for the Soviet 

representative. I said that there were no preliminary consultations prior to the 

decision which was token to as~ociate the ov~rseas territories with the Ccmmon 

l-1arket., because this association did not have the slightest responsibilit;y in so 

far as they were concerned. No obligation whatsoever was imposed upon ther:i. 

Euturall~•·: the measures to implement the Ccmmon Marl~et., for example, the 

possible inte1·vention of the overseas investment fund and all other possible steps 

which might be based on the Ccmmon Market., will be dealt with in constant 

exchanges of views with local authorities and representati~es of the local 

population, 
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Nr. OF.EREMKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republ:!.cs)(interpretation from 

Russian): It may be taken from this answer that in this particular interest 

the Administering Jlutl:c:t'ity considers the Trust Territory only as a passive 

object within the framework of its. active policy, and that it has no obligations 

with respect to the Trust Territory-~ is not clear in the European markets -­

some credits will be available to the Trust Territory; and the Administering 

Authority considers that the Trust Territory and those organp .1hich. exist 

within it have no say in the decision of the question of whether_ or not they 

should associate themselves with the _general Eurol)ean market or not. 

was, as I see it, the policy of the Administering Authority. 

lir.!..-CI.J\.EYS EOUUJ.ERT (Belgium)(interpretation from French): 

That 

I should 

like to reply to this question by another question: Does he feel that the 

Gover~.ment of the French Republic, or the German Federal Rep~blic, or the 

Belgian Goverr.ment have an obligation to consult a forei3n territory when 

they want to .reduce their customs tsriff? 

Russian): 

i :r. o:ermmlKO . (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) ( interpretation from 

It seems to me that the best reply to be given to this question 

could have been given by the representative of Belgium, or the representative of 

France, or the representative of Germany. That is precisely why I am putting 

the question to you. You are a participant or one of the members of this 

general European agreement. You have included in this agreement the 'l'rus L --------Territory concerned ·which is not your own private territory but is a Trust 

Territory which has been entrusted to you temporarily by the United Nations, 

and which you have undertaken to lead in ful:filment of the purposes inscribed 

in the over-all framework of the Trusteeship System. Therefore, it is quite 

logical to ask the question whether the A:1r:Jinistering Auther i ty has asked 

in due course and at the appropriate tir:ie those organs which now exist in 

the Trust Territory of the results of the inclusion of the Trust Territory 

in an agreement in which certain foreign Powers are 
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Ilr. CLAEYS f0li1JABR'I' (?elgium)(intef"l,rctation fror.i French)~, I-should 

like to IJoint out to the representative· 6f the Soviet Union that the associated 

territories of Africa ar~rs-of the Collmro·n-~larj_;_et. • As for the Conunon 

M::irket, their hands are· cor::ipleteJ.y free. ''11he only repercussion cf the 

association is a dro:p in c61!lmon tariffs of member States of customs duties 

with relation to the production in the associated territories. 1-lith respect 

to their possible participation in the Common Market, obviously it is up to 
,. -----them to decide ultimately, in due time, ,;{hat they want to do. But the question 

does not arise; at present these t-crritcries ore not members of tbe Ccn:mon 

Harl;:et. 

Ilr. OEE?Ei,1KO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (.interpretation from 

:i:\ussian): I should like to obtain the f'o.llm-drig information from the special 

representative or t;he representative of Belgium: 1Th~A the-'ooc:T.:a:J:F--

rarticipation of Belg:i.Ur:J in ated by the European Common Market, 

under this ac;reement? The Fund is designed for ex-.9enses in overr,eas cou!'ltries, 

ls it not? /,lso, it w uld be interesting to know what part Qf_tbe _ _funds 1rill 
. . ---------~ ---------·-

be present or made available to the Belgian Overseas Teri~i tories -- to the 

Belgian Conc;o; and of course, to Ruanda-U:rundi which is under consideration at 

this time. , 

Ifr. CI.J\EYS BOU~RT (Eelc;ium)(interpretat:i..on frorn French): The 
. . 

subject of 01ir agenda is· the examination of the report submitted by the 

Belgian Government concerning the AJministratioh of Ruanda-Ururid:L. -' The 

question o.t' Bclc;ian :particiretion in the investment fund of the overseas 

-'cc.rri tories in the European Ccrs,:an Hal'l:et does hot come iii th:1_n tlie frame,mrk 

of this discussion. 

the representative· of the Soviet· Union, I believe I re1)l:Lecl to it in my 

opening st:J.tement. It was decided by the invest,.:1t:::n-c Jund tb2t tl~ere wmt1c1 

b~:firs-l,.; over-all a11otment o:f 5co million irancs for iL\'2.-:;tmc~nt in 

Ruarnla-Urundi for· the· years :L5);3 to 1962. 
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Russian): 

Iir. OBEREMKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)( interpretation from 

It seems to me that these questions are fully appl·opriate in the 

discussion of the yearly report since this agreement applies to the Trust 

Territory; it is tl:en pcrmicsible to consider the o.c;reer::ent in a.11 of 

its repercussions so as to evaluate the effect of that aJreeffie~t, and the 

possible effe~t_:__:1pon the Trust Te concerned. 

I therefore tnink that the representative of Belgium should perhaps not avoid 

replvinr.z to a question of that kind simply bees.use it is bound up with the 

Eu:r-v1;co.11 Counon Market. 

derives. 

We are not interested so much in what Belgium 

1-Ir. CLAEYS BOUUAERT (BelGium)(interpretation from French): I should 

like to reply that I am not refusing to answer anything referring to the 

association of Ruanda-Urundi with the Common Market. I replied that the 

only ir.:iplication that I know of is, namely, that the Investment Fund of the 

CoILmon I-Iarket decided to have a first allotment of 500 million ·francs for a 

fi ve-y2ar l)eriod running from 1958 to 1962. 

Russian): 

1-lr. OEEREHKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Rcpublics)(interpretation from 

In order that it might be more readily understandable for the 

representative of Eelgium to see precisely what is the point of our question, 

I would then like to communicate to him the data which I would like to have 

him, as the official representative, confirm for me; the point is that the 

Belgian Press -- this is well known -- I should lilrn to hear either a 

confirmation or perhaps further information on the part of the Belgian 

representative -- in the Press it was communicated that for Belgian Overseas 

Ter 'tories the o take out of the Fund of the European 

Common narl~et for a period of five years the sum of :p30 million. At the 

same time it was communicated that the ~h.u.t;Lcn~- ~~ Beli:;ium into this 

Fund would stand at $70 million. In other words, Belgium would contribute 

---------- -
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r.lr. CLAEYS BOUUAEl~'f: (Belgium) ( interpretation . from Frc11ch): I ask for 

the floor on a p~ because it seer.:.s to me that it is not for t11:i.s 

Council to dis • ,... on the basis of Press releases or ot;l:}el>-i-nf-ormation details 
,,.-----·---- ...... .. -- --

con c e rni nc the operation of the European C~9n. Ji,'ll.•ket .in keeping with the · 

Treaty of Rotne. ~----What our Council is interested in is a consideration of 

the situation in Ruanda.-•Urundi and 11 consideration o:f the report of the 
' Belgian Government submitted to the General Assembly conce1·ninr.:; this situation. 

The general conditions concerning any developme11t elsewhere other than 

Ruanda-Urundi .do not concern our Cou11cil. •• 

Russian): 

1-Ir. OI~REMKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) ( interpretation from 

I shall, of course, not insist on a reply. . ',le vlill simply ha•re to 

make the corresponding conclusions, but us reg::.i.rds fi c~ures, at l east, I hope 

that we !l'ey have perhaps ccm,nlete agree"ient--w-i-th·--tmr·rc:i:irese·nt.a.ti_~~--9!. 

Belc;iurn. That is why I asl:ed him to make the necessary coniiruation, to say 

wheti:i"e:i:___thes e 'fir;ures QIP correct,.whether they do correspond to the official 

data which the representative of Eele; ium hes. 

But the :purpose of the question is not that. The point is that I ::;ho"-llcl 

like · to lmo,r ·whether Ruanda-Urundi o·otains, ns a result of the propagation 

upon the Tri.is t ·Territory of the ac;re·ement on the Eu.ropean Common Marl\'.et; 

whether there is propagation · of an · adequate · uarticipation :frcm the Fu...'1d ,~rhich ------------ -is e arnw.rkcd for Overseas Territories. You ;yourself have said that Ruancla-Urundi 

is to have 500· million i'rancs, in other words, $10 million. Then, ~y have 

we ~~ fror:1 ,rhat source that is going to be fir.a.iced? · What 

is this ever-all pool? What is this over-all · Fund, in other words? 
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(Nr. Obe:cemlm, USSR) 

In order that it might be compJ.etely clear, I 1iould like to put the quest'iori 

perhaps in a slic;htly different vein. Would not the Trust Territory obtain 

more if' the funds were directed not throuc;h the Fund. itself but directly from 

B • • to account the current Belgian obli~ations 

recardinc; their contribution to this over-all Fund :for .Oversea_s Territorie.P-1_ 

Mr. CLfi.EYS BOUUAERT ·(Belgium) (interpretation from French): /1.s I pointed 

out, Ruanda-Urundi does not contribute to this common Fund. In so far·as the 

money it receives, obviously it receives it through Belgium. 
. --------:=--= -

Mr, OBEREMKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation 

from Russian): Perhaps the translation was not fully accurate into French, 

al thou0h I doubt that very much, or pe:..~haps, on the other hand, the 

representative of Belc; iurn ·is willfully not u.nd.erstandin::,; the substance of the 

question which is beinc; put to him. But I still wish to lead this to its logical 

conclusion. If the representative of Bel[;ium will have patience for another few 

minutes and if he will be kind enough to hear a few ficu.res 

are such astronomical figures and can be retained by ri1emory 

which, after all, · 

then I think we 

will be able to find an answer to the question which is of interest to us. 

'.rhe po int is that on the basis of the data avoi J ablg_ at present, which was ------- ••• 
not ~cially presented in the Council . here, Bele:; ium will contribute much mo1·e to 

-------~ .. -
the Fund of the Corr.."llob. European Market, and enrmnrked·:for·the cverseos territories 

than will be derived by the Belc,; ian overseas Territories. This divergence in 
-·-

the fi c;ures -- and in fact a rp.ther substantial diversion of. 4,40 million · -- is 

the thine; I would like to clear up because this would inevitably reflect itself 

upon the Trust Te:cri tory concerned, namely Ruanda-Urundi. 

On the basis of this data,_the Belgian Con,;o would oMain ~20 roiJJjan an° 

Ruando.-Urundi would obtain $10 million. That would total up to $30 million. 

Belgium would contribute· :;;70 ·million into the General Fund. • Iri other words, there 
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would be a surplus -of $40 million. I simply wantecl to know, should these 

figure~ be confh·med, whether they""Correspond to , the official 'data. Tbat is 

the whole point _of my question. 

~1r. CLAEY~__.!lOU~AER'r (Belgium) (j.nte:r·pretation from French): I shall 

not :..·eply -to thj r, 'l1'"""i+i op because here in the T1·ustee9hip Go<:H3.eil:, when we are 

considering the case of Ruantla-Urundi, there is no need to cons5.der questions 

which ha.ve nothing to do with the situation in Ruanda-Urundi~ I hope that the 

representative of the Soviet Union is not expectin0 to dictate how the Belc; ian 

Gove1·nment will utilize the funds which are in its own budget. 

1-!r. OBEREMKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) ,(interpretation 

from Rus s ian): I should lite to make it known that I do not acree with the fact 

that the T:custeeship Council apJ?D.rentl! __ ~oes not have t_!:_le right_:t,.o.._co.nsider_ 

those a s reem_§llts . whiqh__ have· effect upon Trust Territories, particularly since 
... --··--- -- -------------------

the Tr ust Territory has not 'been consulted in the matter and was not asl<ed 

uhethe1~ -it vishes such an agreement to affect it or not. 

As for the funds which Belgium utilizes, that of course is an internal - __.., natter of Belgiwn. But if these funds make available credits and finance 

certairr--projects within Trust Territories, then it would seem to me that the -----=---=--------- -- · _,,.-------· 
Trusteeship Council is fully entitled to have a unilateral st~tement on the part ___ , __ 
of the Administering Authority that such a sum has been earmarked and, 

fLirthermore, we have the right to -know out of what fund this money comes from. 

I shall go even.further than that and say that the Trusteeship Council has the 

full rir;ht to lmow all of the circwnstances coverninc; the rranagement of these ' 

funds, EO as to lmow the policy of the Funcl. 

·I think it would be quite nctu:i,:al for the Council to look a little further 
--~ ... r--- •--· ··-- ··· - - . -----------------

into this matter, particularly since the G~rieral Assembly,_as' we all know, has --
discussed this matter and since • there is a special resolution on the pa.rt of the 

General Assembly regarding the effects of the European Common I-Carket and the 

inclusion into that Market of Trust Territories. 
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(Mr. Oberemko, USSB_) 

Therefore, we are quite unable to sa~,r that the Tnlsteesi1Ip Council is not 

even enti t~d to speak .:if this. But I should like to leave my comments for 

the Gene1·al debate. Right now I shall simply confine myself to saying that I 

do not agree with the point of view expressed by the representative of Belgium. 

The meeting rose at 12.55 p.m. 
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'lRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL -- TAKE 1 

'Ihe Trusteeship Council this morning resumed the questioning of Belgium's 

special representative for Ruanda-Urundi, Ivan Reisdorff, on economi_c conditions 

in this Belgian-administered trust territory. 

GEORGES SALOMON (Haiti), referring to the annual report of the administering 

authority, asked for additional information on the introduction of tea growing, 

the installation of large capacity freezers near slaughter houses, and the trading 

in livestock. 

He also asked vhether the administering authority had explored the idea, first 

advanced by a UN visiting mission, that a special educational fund be created to 

finance schools and the training of teachers. 

'Ihe special. representative said that "strictly speaking11 there was no special 

educational fund. However, education in elementary schools was free and, for 

secondary schools, the parents' participation was being enlisted to help finance 

the facilities. 

M. RASGO'IRA. (India) wanted to know to what extent the territory was dependent 

on imported food. 

'Ihe special representative said that, generally, the people in Ruanda-Urundi 

consumed what food they themselves produced. No foodstuffs, except some fresh 

:fruit from Europe, were imported. Local products were not as good as imported 

products, be coramented, but the administering authority encouraged the use of the 

food locally groun. When he entertained friends, he said he also used local 

products. 

'Ihe special representative stressed that Africans participated in all projects 

of the administration designed to improve agriculture and other economic fields. 

(END OF TAKE l) 
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TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL -- TAKE 2 
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In reply to a question by the representative of Indfa conc·erning the position 

of the mining industry, Mr. REISDORFF, the special representative for Ruanda-Urundi, 

said that the situation had llnot improved" because of declining prices on the world 

market. Some companies, he. added, had closed exploitation of unprofitable mines, 

but exploration was underway to determine other mineral deposits. 

The special representative said that as yet no African had applied for a 

license for mining exploitation. A capital of 500,000 fr~ncs and technical 

knowledge was needed to receive the permit and, in his view, Africans considered 

the risk too great and preferred other activities. 

From the point of view of the administration, he said, there were no obstacles 

barring Africans from sharing in the mining industry. He pointed out that. credit 

could be obtained and that much larger· sums, often several million francs, were 

made available to Africans engaged in the coffee industry. 
of 

In ·reply to another question by the representative/India, ALFRED CLAEYS 

BOUUAERT (Belgium) commented on the arrangements under the European common market. 

These involved, he said, the gradual reduction of customs duties affecting products 

from associated territories, the setting up of a development fund, .and the right 

of associated territories to protect their fledgling industries by way of customs 

barriers. 

He then pointed out that Ruanda-Urundi, as a trust territory, had an "open 

door · policy" · and could not impose custo:ms 'tarr:iers. 

• T.P DAVIN (New Zealand) referred to the interest-free advances made by 

Belgium to Ruanda-Urundi 1s ordinary and extraordinary budgets. He asked whether 

Ruanda-Urundi was obliged eventually to repay these advances. 

Mr. CLAEYS BOUUAERT said tbe interest-free subsidies, while not outright 

donations, had the character of donations. There was no legal commitment requiring 

repayment from Ruanda-Urundi. As to what might happen in the future, only the 

future ·could tell, he added. 

(more) 
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Mr. DAVIN then asked whether there was any danger, as a result of these 

subsidies, of health and educational servides being established at a level which 

would be too high for Ruanda-Urundi to maintain when eventually the territory 

became independent. 

Mr. REISDORFF, the special representatiye, assured the representative of New 

Zealand that the social benefits given to the people were in keeping with the 

~equirementsand were kept constantly under review. 

In reply tc other questions by Mr. Davin, the special representative spoke 

about matters relating to livestock, plantations and cooptiratives. 

VALENTIN I. OEEREMKO (USSR) asked whether there were any prelimina.ry consulta­

tions between the administering authority and African representatives concerning 

the inclusion or non-inclusion of Ruand.a-Urundi within the framework of the European 

common market. 

Mr. CLAEYS BOUUAERT (Belgium) said there had been no such consultations be­

cause "not the slightest obligations" were imposed on the associated territories. 

'Ihe only effect of the association, he said, ~as a reduction in customs 

duties on products from these territories. He added that "association1
' did not 

rrean "participation;" the overseas territories were not members of the European 

Economic Community. 

When the representative of the Soviet Union referred to Belgian press reports 

about funds earmarked for overseas territories, the representative of Belgium said 

that the Council was discussing Ruanda-Urundi and not details of arrangements made 

under the European Economic Community. He pointed out that Ruanda-Urundi did not 

contribute to the common fund referred to and that whatever money it received 

came from Belgium. 

The representative of the USSR said he had read in the press that Belgium had 

contributed $70,0001 000 to the common fund and that $20,000,000 were earmarked for 

the Belgian Congo and $10,000,000 for Ruanda-Urundi. He asked whether these 

figures could be officially confirmed. 

The representative of Belgium repeated that this was not a matter £or discus­

sion by the Trusteeship Council. "The representative of the USSR cannot dictate 

to the Belgian Government how it should utilize the funds in its own budget." 

The Soviet representative questioned this position, maintaining that the 

matter concerned the trust territory and therefore was of concern to the Council. 

The questioning will be continued at 3:00 p.m. today • 

• (END OF TAKE 2 AND OF PRESS RELEASE TR/1502) 




