UNITED NATIONS

PROVISIONAL
TRUSTEESHIP o
24 June 1959
C O U N ENGLISH -
(r._" g /
I e
. E v T#enﬁyafburth Session
T . ' Hig o
FC i VEBBATIM,RECORD OF THE NINE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIFTH MEETING R S i
’ , TR o _ ; :
Held at Headquarters, New York, -
on Vednesday, 24 June 1959, at 10.30 a.m.
President: "7 © el DORSIWILIE - (aiti) -

Examination of conditions in the Trust Territory of Ruanda-Urundi

iga, E7 (contigggg)
L o g e

Note: The Official Record of this meeting, i.e.,.the sumery record,

will appear in provisional mimecgraphed form under. the synbol
" T/SR,985 and will be subject to representatives' corrections.

It will appear in finel ‘form in a printed volume.

59-15451



NR/en T /PV.985
2

AGENDA ITEMS 3a and L
EYAMINATION OF CONDITIONS IN THE TRUST TERRITORY OF RUMIDA-URUNDI (T/L.909)
(continuecd)

(2) AUNUAL REPORT OF THE ADMINISTERING \UTHORITY FOR 1957 (T/1k06, 1kk2, 1ks52,
1461)

(v) PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS R\ISING GENERAL QUESTIONS (T/PET.GEN/L.2, 3;
T/PET.3/L.9; T/COM.3/L.23 to 25)

At the invitation of the President. Mr. Reisdorff, special representztive for

the Trust Territory of Ruande-Urundi under Belgian administration, took a place at
the Trusteezhip Council table.

Economic Aadvoncerent (continued)

and therelore I shall not ask questions concerning these matters.
The annual report, on page 67, describes the activities of the Socidté de

Crédit au Colonat et & 1'Industrie. Can the special representative tell us

whether this company grants loans also to coffee planters and, if not, vhat is

the difficulty in their obtaining such loans?

Mr. REISDORFF (Special representative) (interpretation from French):

The primary purpose of that crganization, as its title shows, is to make

advances to farmers, setilers, planters and manufacturers. As Tar as coffee
groving is concerned, it makes loans to any settler or planter who owns a certain
arount of plantation land. I believe that the minimwas size is fifﬁy'hectares,
but I shzll check this figure. On this basis some Africans have received loans
from that organization, but Africans mzy likewise receive loans from the

special credit fund for indigenous.\fricans and also through co-operatives.
Yesterday I_received.information on the setting up in Buyogoma of an agricultural
co-operative, and part of its capital is used to finance loans to indigenoué

planters.
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- Mr. SALCHMCH (Haiti)(interpretation frcm French): The preliminary

couments vhich the spdélal representative made at the 879th meeting, as well

as throughout the whole of the annual report,give indications of the

efforts made to develop and extend the plantingof ecfree-by the indigenous

population. We believe that coffee srices are dropping over the past two
years without any chance of their being stebilized. Could the special
representative tell us vhether there is an organization or a stebilizing
mechenism for the price of coffee vhich might overccme any disappointments
for the new coffee planters, or whether the indigenous coffee planting office

can meke eny reccrmendations in this respect?

lMr. REBISDORF (Special representative)(interpretation from French):

The coffee trade in Ruanda-Urundi is free and open; but there is an office
vwhich is the Urundi Coffee Board, whose job it is to claessify coffee, to |
seﬁd saﬁples to the various interaticnal markets to guarantee its qualities.
This Board is known as the CCIRU, Tcgether wi*h this there is a fund whlch
the representative of Haiti referred to as a stabilization fund; the
capital emounts to 400 million. Its purpose is to ensure thet vhen there is a
crop, and when the prices would be on the low side, there would be '
additional resources for the indigenous planﬁer so that coffee growing should
remain verthuhile for him. - I ' '
At a previous meetlng I drew the attention of the Council to the fact thet
the study of a coffee counter had been considered by the Government and
presented to the General Council; but this idea was not followed up. One df
the ideas of this organization wes to make it possible to have an easier operation
of this stebilization fund. With reference to this year's crop, as yet, I '
have recelved ne informration that prices are so low that the otablllz&tlon fund

had to ccme into effect.
‘lr. SALCMON (Haiti)(interpretation from French): I wish to thank the
special representative for this information which is fully satisfactory to ny ’
delegation. On page 2 of document T/1452 the Administering Authority gives a//d)ljykazg“‘
brief listing of the projects which will be implemented in Ruanda-Urundi
— __,‘d-/ .
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(Mr. Salcmon, Haiti)

as a result of the contribufion-by {hé'Eurqpéan.E§5hcmic'Ccmmﬁnity subsidies.
Could the special repfesentatiye tell uélhou these ﬁrojects have been selected
by the Administering Authority? Can he telllus whether these projects were
given a priority after consultation wifh the General'Coqncil or the State
Councils, whether it is & custcm to consult such orgéns in the qircumsténeeé?

LN

R REISLORF (Special 1enrescntau1ve)(1nterpretatlon f*cm rvcnch)

I think a distinction must ‘be made among the various progecns 50 that my

reply will be clearer. The proaectu conce ned, first of all, the 1ntroductlon
of tea-growing in the Biurba district. This will enable the Adnministration to
finance the introduction of tea in the Biumba indigencus territory where
altitude and climete are favour ab¢e, and also vhere we can have & tea ractory.
The General Council has been femilier with this, ‘end the councils of the
country have been femiliar with'this 1déa for quite scﬁe time. The introduction
of tea-growing is part of studies vhich were alrcady subnmiltted prior to the
setting up of the General Council, and vhich are well xnovn to the rass of

the Banyeruenda end Barundi. The develorment of the Majaga—Bugesera is one of
the items in the ‘ten-year plon. It is part of the reboverj; recuperaticn

end development of starlle territories, gna vhich have to be permgnently irrigoted.
This, likes ise, is a project which not 6nlj has beén discussed, buu'wulch kas
slready had a start by using locel means end resources. The nceds to rechanize
and to spread the test and power experimenﬁs,which are done on the spot, will
racuire an investment of 12 million francs.

The highwoy connexions are a continuetion of.the undertaking which is being
fﬂnanﬂeu.bv the Inuernatlonul Bank for Reconstruction anc Deleormcn . The first
part of the thlrty—five xilometre from Usumbura-Astride  of the "A" rain highway
will ccntinue ﬁhroﬁgh the offehicot by Mursmuye, which is o I&unO“ ¢rportant

county capital; and the cost is ensured by the fund we are now ccn51aering.



AV//mtm T/PZ.‘BBS

(Mr. Reiedorf, Special
representative)

The develcpment of the Moso is a development in Urundi and the scope is
the éame as the development of the Mayaga-Bugesera. HMoreover, you have the
developrent. of the farm settlements of the Moso., HNow we have to make some
roads in order to enable Africans to dispose of their commodities. The
Council of Urundi is perfectly familiar with these routes and they were
congratulated by the Governor for the co-operation they gave to the developrent

of* the Lioso.

Mr. SALCMOI (Haiti) (interpretation from French): On page 150
~of the annual report, reference is made to large-capacity freezers which had ||
to be installed near the slaughiexr houses that‘E?E‘EEEEg‘ﬁFEEEZEEET—‘Tne
special representative will recall that the Council had been very interested [
in this question at previous sessions. Could he give us more information on
the size and dimensions and scale of these instzllations? '

On' the same page, on the other hand, in the last paragraph, it is state
that the milk establishments of Nyanza, which is of a scale comparable to
those in Europe, have had to stop their activities in view of the
impossibility of competihg with iImported products, Could the special
representative give us more information on the circumstances of this
situation and of the measures which the Administering Authority is capable

of taking in order to assist these enterprises in such circumstances.

Mr. REISCORF (Special representative) (interpretation from French): i

The question of these freezers is something which was already discussed in the
rast. We do have freezers in Usumbura, but in co far as fish in concerned.

I do not believe that the freezing point’for Tish and mweat is the same, In

so far as meat is concerned, the problem of destocking is connzeted with the
freezing of meat. The problem of destocking in order to get rid of superfluous
reat is a problem that was studied and that is the subject of tests and of

pilot projects.
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(Mr. Reisdrrff, Specinrl
representative)

As is well known by the representative of Haiti, we are confronted with
the social value of the cow. How' cattle -in Ruanda-~Urundi is much too
expensive Lecause it is not priced according to its economic value; it is
priced sccording to its social value. Thus the agricultural services, in
order to promote the elimination of surplus. cattle,has been forced to turn
to the stage of setting up small farms, of improved breeding and stccks,
which is the caly way of showing the Africans that it is worthwhile to have
Just a few'heads of cattle, but of good quality, and that after all is said
and done, 1t is the economic quality of cattle which counts. ZEducation must
be carzied out in this field and in partiecular we rmustv have the cost of
cattle ccme down because we will never sell a kilo of meat abroad.

Internal consuuption of meat of catitle is considerable. We see that every
year more and more meszit fromthie slaughter house is consured by Africans.

This could be a superfluous utilization, an- inadequate use, as regerds the
domestic consumption of this meat. But since results have alread;” been
achieved, chiefly in Urundi, by the Veterinary Service, slaughterhouses for

12 million are being set up and Ifreezers are going to be constructed. Bul

I do not have the technical information concerning these freezeru,wnlcn in all
likelihood will only be included in the 1960 budget.

As regards the question of the lNyanza dairy, this dairy is an industry
which was built during the war in order to make up for the difficulties in
supplying butter. After the war this indigenous co-opérative had difficulty
in subsisting because of the competition from” forelgn butter. Unfortunately
foreign outter was sold cheaper in Ruanda-Urundi than local tutter, and this
because milk and everything connected with a cow has a great symbolic value.
Therefore, tae Banyarudnda buy milk et a much higher price taan the dairy itself
shouvld buy it. Thus, there is difficulty 'in keeping up a dairy in = pizce
like Nyanza where cattlie is really split up into many sections, because
two-thirds of the heads of cattle are owned by people who do not have three

heads of cattle and who consurme their own milk,
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(Mr. Reisdorf, Srecial revresentative)

There is difficulty in gathering milk because hundreds of milking stations
are required, There are very great transportation difficulties and conditions,
and as the international situation becomes more and more tense, and since
Ruanda-Urundi, Uganda, Tangahyika, the Belgian Conéo and Keriya go through the
same river area, it was not possible to set up custom barriers. During a
general meeting, it was decided not to discontinue the dairy, but to put it
in moth balls,so to speak.

The setting up of the dairy is maintained and we are contemplating
shifting it later on into a pastoral zone, in other words the Mutura. The
Council has a map of the Territory in the report. It is the north-eastern
extreme of Ruanda., There is a region which touches upon the Kagera park.

The Administration, because of the physical aspect of the region, intends
to set up African settlements which would carry out grazing, and it is there
~ that the selected breeds will be of high quality and will follow economic norms.

Then the Nyanza dairy will be rebuilt theres At least these are the plans.

Mr. SALOMON (Haiti) (interpretation from French): I wish to thank
the special representative for such a highly detailed reply.- I would like
to go on to the next question. On reading the report it appears that the
indigenous populaticn of Ruanda-Urundi -~ and as a matter of fact this was
high-lighted by the special representative in answering questions put by the

representative of Burma ~-- is interested in the trade of livestock.end that

in view of the difficulties in exporting and importing, this is centred in
another group of the population. Could the special representative tell us
whether at any given time at all, thought was given to providing the
indigenous population with the exclusive privilege of trading in livestock and

what effect that would have upon the trade and the activities?

Mr. REISDORF (Special representative) (interpretation from French):

The Administration has always felt that we would be rendering the poorest service
in having Africans follow such a practice. It is normal for them to follow
‘their trade and to maintain competition. But if we were tO allow them to have
an apprenticeship, there would be two categories of trade operation: the one

of Kegoce, which is the most numerous; in so far as occupation of land is

concerned, and the most important, this is only open to the Banyaruanda and the
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(Mr. Reisdorf,
Special revresentative)

Barundi, The business centres are open likewise to the non-indigenous
population, but as I pointed out yesterday, we are witnessing in the trade
centres a withdrawal of non-African trade and an advance in African trade,

which proves.that we are following a good path.
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(Mr. Reisdorff, Special representative)
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Moreover, I was able to emphasize that two trade co-operatives, the Tfafipro
and the CCPICC, represented a chzin of consumer and trade co-operatives, one
serving Ruanda and the other serving Urundi. In Urundi there is a second trade

co~operative which is knnwn as the Burundi trade co-operative,

Mrs SALQ@QE.(Haiti) (interpretation from French): I have a last question
to puts I am not sure that this is the time to put this question since it is
e question which concerns both the economic and educational fields. However,
I shall put the question anyway. My question cencerns the special educational th.
fund that the 1957 Visiting Mission had proposed for the purﬁEEEr;Erfinancing k
certain parts of the educational programme, for training teachers and for the {

development of schecols of the State and so ons. Could the special representative
tell us whether this idea has been explored and what is the present situation

2s. regards this matter?

Mr. REISDORFF (Special representative) (interpretation from French):

Strictly speaking, there is no special education fund. There is a tendency on
the part of the Administration to create additional resources by turning to the
chiefdoms and to the various parts of the country. But the fundamental principles
ere free primary education, participation of parents depending on their
possibilities in the field of secondary education and also depending upon the
ability of the parents to pay the costs. The setting up of an additiornal fund
has been considered, but the idea was not maintained in that form. I can

assure the representative of Haiti that the guestion is still open and that the
Government, in view of the increasing cost of education, might contemplate a
request to the chiefdoms and to the tribes, on an exceptional basis, because

wore and more they want an extension of education.
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Mr. RASGCTRA (India)}}I'ﬁiéh to take this opportunity of welcoming
Mr. Reisdorff, the new special representative of Bslgium to our midst and to.
say that we logk:forward to working in co-operstica with him on this Trust
ritory Rf Rvanda-Urundi and in examining the annual report wnich is now
consideration.

My first question relates to the Ten-Year Develorment Plan. Incidentally,
mey ‘I recall tkat the other day the representative of Australiz, Mr. Kelly,
commended to the Council the course of referring to -the library for papers

or documents vhich are not circulated to the Council. I did so but I could not
get hold of a copy of the Ten-Year Development Plan in the library. This is a
very important paper which has a bearing on our consideration of the conditions
in Ruanda-Urundi. However, I was able to lay my Lands on a brochure called
"The Handbcok of Ruanda-Urundi's Ten~Year Flan", which I believe is an official
publication. I came across the following passage in that brochure: ;

_ "After the example of Belgium, a small and thickly populated Territory,

incapable of feeding its population, Ruande-Urundi, occupying a central

rosition in.Africa, vould specialize in the exrort and processing of the
rav materials from the vast neighbouring Territories vwhere labour is shert.

It might build its wealth with work of its populaetion incorporated in

ranufactured gonds destined for export. These exports would supply the

necessary resources to acquire the indispensable complement of imported
focd as well as the goods required for its developrment and welfare."

This passage seems to sum up the objectives underlying the Ten-Year
Development Plen vhich is now in its lest lap. It would, therefore, be useful
for us to have the Administering Authority's assessment of the success of the Plan
in the light of the policy which is suamed up in the passage which I have Jjust
cucted., It is obvious that wvhat was intended was the Territory's ecoromic
orientation tovard industrialization, and the second rsjor objectiveﬂaggpto
increase the Territory‘s-EEQEﬁEEing capacity in respect of fcodstuffs because
it has to depend upon the imports of fcodstuffs in view of the shortage of

internal production.
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By it S —

(Mr. Rasgotra, India)

Could the special representative tell usthe following: first, the
size and scope of the Territory's manufacturing industry based on its own
produce, both mineral and agricultural, and on the products of the vast
neighbouring Territories such as the Congo or Uganda or Tanganyika?

Secondly, could he throw some light on the extent of the Territery’'s
dependence toda& on imported foods and the extent to which this dependence has

diminished in the last eight years when the Plan came under implementation?

Mr. REISDORFF (Special representative) (interpretation from French): .f,s\
In order to answer the first guestion of the répresentative of India, I should
like to give him scme figureé. The mining pfoduction of Ruanda~Urundi in 1957
was %193989,000 and in 1958 ase result of the world recession, this Tigure

dropped to 183,213,CC0. The principle agrieultural production which was

i

exclusively in the hands of the indigenous population in 1957 -- the producti n

of coffee == reached a figure of 910 million, In 1958, as a result of the
circumstances that I explained in my opening statement, the figure was only

580 million francs. In 1957 the production of cotton was raised to 36 million
frenes and in 1958 to 44 million. The figure for hides was 39 million francs.

In other branches of production it is difficult to give figures, branches such

as slaughtering df anirals, livestock, pork and ruttcn. The figure for all these
was 250 million, but it is not possible to krow which part was cold in the Belgian

Congo where lerge markets exist and what part vwas sold in Ruanda-Urundi.
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(1r, Reisdorf, Special
revresentative)

Ruanda-Urundi does not'import Toodstuffs. It exports palm oil and
peas and beans in rather limited——aﬁaﬁtiﬁTﬁﬁj“ﬁnt it is essentially a country of
auto—consumption. Fach African lives on his land and consumes his own precduction,
The majority of the workers, apart from those in Usuwbura, are peasant werkers;
in other words, they return heme every day and when they do not go to work they
engage in agricultural activities. We have evaluated the annual auto-consumption
in Ruande-Urundi. This evaluation should not be given any more than an indicative
value because the various ethnic groups ere so different and the conditions in
which they live are so different. In any event, this is the evaluation which was
given by the Agricultural Service: auto-consumption - 5,500,0C0 tons per year or
8,C00 million francs. This e?aluétion was made on the basis Qf the market prices
and it is-quite certain, of course, that it does not have.the same value with.
regpect to the peasant who consumes what he himself prcduces,

L

Lir, RASGCTRA (India): I &m sure that the information given by the special

representative will be useful. But perhaps I did not explain my question very

well. In addition to what the special representative nas said, I wanted to know

tQg,EEQEE_EiLﬁhﬁ_EfffiffEELfoffseas¢ng industry based on rav mat imported

from nelghbouring territories. I believe cne of tne ondecu;veq of Lhe plan vas
R N 22> o
to develop & processing industry in the Terr;torj which would process materials

imported from neighbouring territories. Secondly, L would like to have a bit

more detailed information as to the nature of the Terr"tory s deponaence teday on
imported foodstuffls. WVhat kind of focdstuffs .are imported and what proportion of
the imports is consumed or is intended for the bulk of the indigenous population?

Could the special representative expand his answer on these points?

Mr. REISDORF (Special representative) (interpretation frcm French):

To wy knowledge at present there is no substantial processing industry in
Ruanda-Urundi for products coming from neighbouring countries. There are
processing industries for coffee, cotton and manioc, but all of it is of local

production.
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I am sorry that I d1d not answer the sacond question quite clearl; In
practice no foodstuffs are 1mported, except pex haps for prcducts which are knowﬁ
as fresh focdstuffs and which are brought in by plane. For example, scne
European fruit might be imported in this manner. But there is no importing which
Icould be counted in the econcmic balance of foodstuf:s coming from abroad. The
country is self-suffzcient. Pﬁrlaps I might add as an aside that the
administr atoru have been employing the slogan 'Consume local products s0 that
their value will not deprec1att. It is posszble that local products might not be
as good as 1mported products, but we Would prefer the lccal products to be used.

-

Mr. RASGOTRA (India): My next question also réiates to planning ~-- not

to the ten-year plan as such, but to planning. Does the Administering Authority [ Cbﬁf,
intend to formulate another.tenwyéar or perhapns Tive-yvear development plan to

follow the cne which is now-reaching fulfilment? If that is so, what are the
targets 1n v1ew? For example, is any shift in emphasis contemplated? The

emphasis in the first plan was on the establishment and expansion of the Terrltory s

industry. —

e ——

Mr. REISDCRF (Special representative) (interpretation from French):

Yes, a plan has been under study for scme time, but I have not been involved so
far in the discussions. This plan will take over frcom the present ten-&ear plan
even before the present plan is ccmpletely fulfilled, because quite a lot of the
criteria have changed. The orientation of this plan will certeainly be towards
industrialization of the country. The Governor of Ruanda-Urundi has stated, and
the Visiting Mission has noted, that the industrializaticn of a country such as
Ruanda-Urundi was the only way of breaking the circle created by the terrifying
increase of population, On the other hand, as a substratum has already been
established in the industrial field as a result of the power plants, highways,
ports, airfields and so forth, which have already been constructed, we have
discovered in the course of the implementation of the first plan a factor which
had not been sufficiently highlighted in the intentions of the first plan,
narely the reconversion of agriculture. I understand that the second plan
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(Mr. Reisdorf, Special
representative)

will deal with the reconversion of the basis of agriculture, and this will solve

the existing problems of the Ruanda peasant and the Urundi peasant.

Mr. RASGOTRA (India): It will be recalled that the 1957 Visiting

Mission pointed out that the success or failure of the development programmes

would depend mainly on the extent to which the indigencus population itself
participated actively, conscienticusly and willingly in the development of
Ruanda-Urundi. We believe that this remark has a general application not only

to Ruanda-Urundi but also fo other under-developed territories. What has been

the extent, in the Administering Authority's view, of the participation of
indigenous organizations, authorities and people in.the implementation of the
ten-year plan? Perhaps the special representative could alsa state the measures
that are now contemplated by the Administering Authority to enccurage more

active participation of the Territory's inhabitants not only in the implementation
of the existing plan but also in the formulation of the nev plan to which he

" referred.
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lir. REISDORT (Special representative)(inter retation from French): yf%//<j'

order to mawxe my reply a little clearer, I.shall have to divide it into two ! [ ’
parts, the Tirst relating to what have been and what will be the measures take

. to associate Afrdicans with EQE_QEEEEEEEET of the plan, and then the actual - /Eﬂ“ﬂp
zmpiéﬁg;;;;ion and development of the plan, I have already stated that the 5%7
- framewvorizc of the ten-year plan is a very broad one; the objectives have been set
out and indicate the work which has to be done, but the timing is spread over
several years and there are no fixed deadlines for carrying out the various

stages of the work. All the African Couneils have had an opportunity of
expressing their views. They have all had an opportunity -of discussing the
arrangements involved, from the very small Council of a Sub-Chiefdom, which may .
have been called upon to express its opinion on, for instance, the way in which
the resources of the Indlgenous Welfare Fund should be spent on its own perticular
hillside, right up to the Chiefdom Councils which have expressed their views on
the crafts and craft centres and the State Council which constantly provides.
suggestions and criticisms and discusses the carrying out of the ten-year plan

on the nation-wide level. I have already said in reply to a question by the
representative of the Soviet Union that the General Council of Ruanda-Urundi has
discussed a certain number of items connected.with the ten-year pian.

This association of the populaticn with all stages of the implementation of
the plan will be further amplified in the course of the discussions on the next
ten~year plan, wvhich will be submitted to the General Council of Ruanda-Urundi
and vill probably be discussed by all the bodies which arevaffected; the State
Council, the Chiefdom Councils and so on.

As, to the possible participation of Africans in the carrying out of the plan,

—

the letter from tfe Hutu journalist that I mentioned in my opening statement

shows quite clearly that the Africans understand where they came from and where
we have led them up to now, and they understand what is expected of them.  They
know that we have rid them of hunger and disease, and they lnow that in order to
do that it was necessary to impose certain duties upon them. ;BedéuSE of the
traditions of the milieu in which they lived, we should never have been able to

do away with the scourge of hunger if we had not first imposed ccmpulsory labour.
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I have presided over hundreds of African meetings and I have never heard any
objection to compulsory labour. Some persons may have said that we ought to
leave matters to their own way of doing things, but they have never objected to
the principle. Compulsory labour has now been eliminated and that stage is rast,
but we are row faced with the need to implement a ten-year plan oriented towards
agriculture with Africans of whom we no longer have to expect anything but willing
co-operavion. Ve shall count upon general propaganda and publicity and upon
certain agreements which we shall be able to make with the Chiefdoms; we shall
tell them that this is the plan which we have elaborated for the development of
a given region, this is the money we shall contribute and these are the
cecmmitments which they must obtain from the population.

In regard to the work of the various missions, as has already been pointed
out, cven if ve were to close ail cur test stations and our agricultural and
veterinaricn stations, we sbouléd still have in our hands the methods needed to
develop the ccuntry. We know what we have.to do, but all these stations continue
to work to improve our techniques although we already have sufficient knowledge
to be able to tell any ccmmunity what methods to use and what results they will
achieve if they do. In other fields, we must continue to carry on research
and ve now have.a hydrological mission at work. We are carrying out research
also in regard to fertilizers and we have evolved successful types although they
are still priced a little too high. In that particular field we are still in
the research stage and we shall have to go on with it. Africans take part in
all this work.quite regularly. The notables visit our pilot stations and we
frequently organize trips for them to see the people at work and to see our pilot
stations. They are, therefore, associated with all our programmes because this
is the only means we have of promoting a thorough-going reform -~ we have to

convince them of the need.

lir. RASGOTRA (India): =~ I was pleased to hear that reply because I

wanted to make sure that the participation of the inhabitants is real and is not.

on a superficial plane. My next gquestion also relates to planning, in a rather

indirect manner.
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In his ~opening statement the other day the renlesentatlve of Belglum sald
that wvhile the two countries, Ruanda and Urundl, were tending towards a different
developuent of their internal institutions

R
the needs of higher and university
monetary structures and for certain tachnical '
necessities there would have to be a common organization. I assume that anong

education, for

il

the inhabltants of the Trust Territory there is an awareness of the inevitable
interdependence, especially in the matter of econcmic orgenization and soﬁna
econonic plﬁnning, of the Territory's two regions, Ruanda and Urundi. One might
then say ﬁhat fhis field of economic planning and development would furnish
excaellent scope for extensive co-operation betweeﬁ the twb‘groups of the
population on a national scale. It is the feeling of my delegation that the
eateblislment of a territorial council would help develop an identity of interest
. among themn. Such a council yould without doubt lend a popular character to
planrlng and mOblliZ° to the utmost extent pos sible the active pAEEZEzgafzaﬁ*ar

thE*pQlee, o whlcn I fEEg;;ed earlier. I em sure LHE 7T LxuguégﬂﬂngCouncil
would be interested to hear the v1ewsnéplfhe representative of Belgium and the
special representative concerning the possibility of the establishment of a
national development council COﬁsﬁqtinﬂ of indigenous people. The special
representative has referred to the aGVLaory role which the General Councll plays,
but vhat I had in mind was a permanent or standing body, which might be called

a development committee or national development council, the membership of which
night be drawn from among the members of the General Counc1l itself but
consisting entirely of indigenous people. What are the chances of such a body

being brought into existence?
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Mr. REISDORFE (Special representative)(interpretation from French): In

the course of an earlier reply I stated that we were coavinced in Ruanda-Urundi
that at the present stage of development, owing to the complexities of the problem,
we must utilize all fields of competence: we must call upon all the perscnalities,
regardless of the social strata from which they come, so as to associate them in
solving the diivic Lt problem confronting Ruanda-Urundi. The spheres

of influence of the councils are very clearly defined; they go from the

locel couneil Go-the regional council, =and then to the State Council

anrd. the Ruande~Urundi General Council. If o tarritorial developrent eouncil were
set up it would be logical that it should lean upon the General Council of Ruanda-
Urundi. I am stating a personal point of view, because I dc not know what the
view of the General Council of Ruanda-Urundi on this point would be. But I know
that, after the appointment oﬂ:nstanding committee for education, an economic
standing committee has been set up, one of the activities of which is to find a way
to multiply the economic ties between Ruanda and Urundi -- hence the meetings,
which I mentioned, of technicians and representatives of the two countries which
have discussed the possibilities of promoting indigenous trade at the sub-chiefdom
level.

If a further committee vere created, it would be called a territorial

‘developrment cormittee, the purpose of which would be more along political lines,
to Tind schewes for the union. The suggestion, at first sight at least, needs to be
studied,but 1 Jo ot see vhy in this committee ionly the representatives of the
State councils of Ruanda and Urundi would be permitted to discuss the matter

apart from the Administering Power and apart from other sectors of the population
vhich also contribute their co—operation to the progress of Ruanda-Urundi. It is

thus within the framework of the General Council that such a council might be

.g Ir. RASGOTRA (India): My next question relates to the information

?§§- : ed on pages 64 to 65 of the annual report. Therefrom it appears that
§E§§:E credit facilities ﬁgficultural activities are available
'E¥n1" the Central Bank of the Belgian Congo and Ruanda-Urundi, the credit society

= - - e,
and a special fund. The special representativeé in©ne of his answers yesterday
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also gave some further.informeticn about these facilities. It seems, however,
that the Administ ering Authorlty itselfl “ecognxzea -- and we certainly dc --
the inadeaquacy of the credit facilities, and it also appears that sowe studies
concerain; the expansion of these facilities were being undertaken.

We should like to know whether any concrete proposals have as yet emerged
as a result'of_these studies, to permit, in the words of one of the
recomnendations of the twenty—fi*sﬁ session of the Council, the carly

establichient ¢l a more conprenensive syctem ol agriculiural CLQd_uS ITor snol‘

Lliztional Bonk of Ruenda-Urucél lend any
assistence in thot diveabtion and. if it vould, dous the Aduinistering Avthority

contenwiate eny PLung for the eciablichuca. o scch o bauk in the seer fubure?

(8pzeiel repnresentative)(interpretation from French): I

g

ould liie SUTDLENST ne conecnys wiileuw thie renresantative ¢f India hacg ;
should 1li to vpilenment tle neowt whlcl the renresantative ndia hac of
the credit facilities in Ru~nda-Urundi by giving the following views. It is not
on the banks and the savings institutione tis 4 G2 oredit Tor Africans
ly the ban! i a % G at PrOViGe credit Tor Africans,
scause the: roviae Lhem under cevteln conditions which ave met by al
because they pro h unde te cnditions which ave nobt mwel by all
ricans. Ceonevrally spa2akin~, the farcer in Rusuda-Urundi is finsnced withi
AT C 11 paekiag, th f a da-Urundi is finzanced within
oysarnat. e African win ecibablirches nimself in a pay oa T
the poy rnat T £ win ahl 2c I £ in aycennat or in

llotuents of leni. in other words, shows his confidence in the . fidministreation

and is prepared o erchmuge traditional fairiing wethods for modern methods,

benefits in fact from substantlal financing. These paysannats have asked for
rather large investwments for their deveioprient, for their equipment and for
establishing tlieir co-operatives znd buildings. The African peasant who comes

to establish hircelf therefore obitains possession of capital which the Government
gives hinm in the form of leand -~ to which fornerly he had no right -- and in the
form of farming equipuent, seed, housing, building materials, and a tax exemption.
He is placed in the position of becoming & farmer in & mcdern economy. He is

perhaps not given any money but he is given better than money; he is given the
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means to produce something. This is the way in which the concept of credit
for the peasant is understood in Ruanda-Urundi -- so that full utilization .
night be made by him of the money, which is money from the community, and
vhich is granted to individuals who will thus become productive factors
within the community.

I have pointed out that there has just been established a specisl
credit fund for indigenous inhabitants. This fund is designed to finance the
activities of individual Africen settlers, progressive farmers and businessmen.
This is not a bank, but it is at least a fund which is mwade availzble to the
indigenous population.-

On the other hand, as regerds housing, Africans receive assistance from
the loan fund, vhich makes it possible for them to buiid houses of lasting
materials., They also receive gratuities from the King's Fund: a certain sum
of money is given them to encourage them to build. I shall not dw=2ll on this
matter, because it has several aspects. However, there again it is an
- intervention by the Administration, vhich is perhaps not made,in the case of
loan funds, in the form of woney given to the party concerned vhich he can
dispose of as he wishes; but he is given the opportunity of building s house,
that is to say, having available a sum of money which will make it possible for

him to build a house whereas otherwise he would not have the means to do so.
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Mr. RASGOTRA (India): My next question relates to the tin mining
industry. From the perusal. of the information placed Lefore us we have Torued
the view that it is among the most: important industries of the Territory. Ilast

year the special representative informed the Council that seversl tin mining
industries in the Territory had to be closed down. during 1956-1957 owing to

the [eneral depressed condition of the world t%E_?arket. Now, what was the
position of this industry during .1958%? What was the value of the production of
tin or tin-bearing ores, and was there any surplus of production over exports?
fnd il there wvas, hov was the surplus utilized, how was it disposed of?

Fd

Mr. REISDORF (Special representative int=rpretation from French): - The
P P L 3

situation in mining has not improved during the 1958 period under consideration.
On the contrary, this was reilected by a drop in production, and a drop in
particular in the sale oi this production because of the drop in minerals
prices. Mining precduction in 1957 -- which is in the report -- was

270,989,000 francs and in 1959; 163,213,000 francs.

If the- representative of India is interested in getting certain production
-figures, I can supply him with these figures. The production of cassiterite
was 2,510 tons in 1957; the production of tantalo-colombite was 10O tone; the
production of wolfram was 065 tons; the production of amblysonite was 102 tons;
the production of bastnaesite was 252 tons; the production of beryllium was
95 tons; the production of gold was 9 kilograms ~- I do not have the actual
tonnage for 19583, but I cen give you the figures, in other words, the output
figures -- this amounted to © kilograms for gold production.

In 1953 the yold yield amounted to 5,812,000 francs; ‘in 1957 it vas
5,69?,000 francs. 1In cassiterite it was 137 million as opposed to 192 million;,
in tantalo-coloabite it was 9,327,C00 as dpposed to 10,691,000 francs; in wolfram
it was O million a5 opposed to 4% million. In amblygonite it was 50,000 francs
as opposed to 12 million. In bastnaeéite"it was 37,000 francs as opposed to
3,800,000. In bLeryllium it was 840,000 francs as opposed to 1,700,000 francs.

All things being equal, we may expect that mining production will be
re-established because of the fact that mines nov are connected with electrical
current. - The problem was to obtain from the deposits having a low tonnage sone

cheap fuel -- water electricity power rather than diesel motor power.
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The Ruenda-Urundi mines are now connected with la Taruka. It is expected that
{or 1959 the production will bLe re-established because deposits of a lower
grade can be exploited. ZFrom another point of view, nining research is being
turned to new mineral deposits and ores. '
This production is sross production vhich is sold on world marheus. I beliefe,
althouzh I am not an expert in this fleld, that the United States is the chierl
buyer. h

I apologize, but I thought there was asecond part to the question of the.
representative of India. If Wewould be good enough to repeat this question, I

would be thankiul to hin.

.

Mr. RASGOTRA (India): I shall be very happy to do so. The second part

oi the question was whether there was a surplus of production over exports? And

i’ there wvas, how is this surplus disposed of? I was referrinz particvlarly to

the production of tin and tin-bearing ores

lr. REISDORF (Special representative) (interpretation Trom French): There

are no production surpluses Tor export purposes. All production is exported. I
do not have any information in this matter except for the fact that Ruanda-Urundi

production is directed at markets which are most favourable Tor it.

Mr. RASGOTRA (Indiz): VUhen the prices of a certain commodity or product

fells in the world market, the answer of producing countries usually is to produce

more and send more to the mariet, to keep the level of the countries' sales. VUhy

vas it that in this particular gerritory, a depression in the world market led to
’-_-_--__‘-l—\.-__-__

cut&ig;ﬁggwn in production? Iast year the srecial representative informed
the Council that this decision was a vesult of international considerations taken in
consultation with other countries. (Could the special representative taliie the

Council into confidence as to what these considerations were Tor which the
production of tin and tin-bearing ores had to be cut down? Are there any special
reasons? <TT—
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Mr. REISDORF (Special representstive) (interpretation from French):

I must confess my incoupetence in this rield. If theve has been international
conversations with reference to tin preduction, or a possible limitation of tin
production, I have no information in this field. But I believe that if a certain
nunver of yards ahd fields were closed dowm, it was because the mining

company [or the past two years has teen losing money. Because they are all on
the red side of the balance sheet, they wish to. reduce their general costs and
overhead, they wish to cut dowm on stafl. Thney wish to continue the
exploitation ol profitable mines and close the exploitation of mines which are
not profitable, wiile azwaliting that international conditions would once more
enable them to reopen “hese mines. Now, as to whether there was an international
arreenent, I apclosize Lut I cannot speak from the roint of view of the

Ruanda-Urundi administration.
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. [lir. RASGOTRA (India): it is comxon knoﬁledgelthat almost the

whole of the import and export trade and th= wholesale trade of the Trust

Territory remains in the hands ot Eu;upegns:and, to some small extent, in

the hands of a few Asian firms. The report for ﬁhe year 1957 indicates

that there is growing indigenous participation in retail tfade as a result

of the increase in the number df trade centres-in which only indigenous
inhabitants are allowed to carry on business. The report furbther states that

nany indigenous traders have now estzblished theﬁsalves in the hills apart

from those who are working in the centers of trade.
T F

The ﬂdminigigffﬁg“ﬁuthurity seens to be somevhat disturbed by thié
developme:ﬁ'und it is said that the proliferation of such installations
raises serious problenms. Thislinfcrmation is to be found in the additional
information supplied to the Council by the Administering Authority. IWe sheuld

like to lmow exactly what these serious problems are and in what respect
¥ D

they are likely to have an injurious effect on the-trade of the Territory.

Lir. REISDORF (Special representative) (interpretation from French):

The Administration has maintained the project for the installation of Africans
cutside of cormmercial centres, although the traders who are installed in the
trade centres, as well as & certain number of chiefdons, have protested. They
said: "We are paying taxes to the chiefdon, we are submitting to building
rules, and you are allowing unfeir competition of people who do not even have
the same obligations". But the Administration felt that this represented
obvious econcnmic and social progress and that the conswaers could thus avoid
having to move zbout for very unimportant purchases.  lMoreover, the
Administration realizes that the mulbiplication of smell trade, the control of
which is very difficult, could at the same time be unfavourable to the traders

and consuners themselves.
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Now by breaking up trade into very small figures, the multiplication of
these stores would reduce trade and businesses to such an amount that the
trader wculd have to draw unfair profits or would have a tendency to cheat
on either weight or quality. It might not be in the interest of the consumer
to be limited to making a very restricted choice. |

Lastly, we have legislation vhich is provided for the consumer's Iinterest,
namely piice control. Maximum prices are fixed in order to protect the
consunier against any usurious and excessive prices  The multiblicatién of -
small trade will make it difficult for the competent services to check prices,
weights, the balance of scales and the proper operations of the trader. Therefore,
the Administration will not impose this project. It will try to channel it,
it will try to use it. In all likelihood it will be necessary to create a
mobile service which at the same time will ect as the adviser and the inspector
of these new centres vhich in all likelihood will spread throughout the

country.

Mr. RASCOTRA (India): In our view, no great harm will be done if

some of the profits which were in the past derived by Eurcpean and other foreign
Tirms now go to the poclets of indigenous sm2ll traders. I think this is a
very healthy development and I was therefore very pleased when I heard the
special representative say that it is not intended to 5indef this new development
in any way, but that other corrective nmeasures might be taken to see that

trade carried on in these small business centres in remote areas is on a fair
basis.

—_—
mining, more specifically to page Ll5 of the ‘annual report. In table E
\"-_—-—--——

I would like to take the special representative btack teo the field of (?L‘W
there appears the number of pernits granted for mining. There are general
permits numbering 243 in 1957, and there are exclusive permits numbering 522.
First of all, I would like to know whether these numbers of 243 and 522 are
the number of permits granted in 1957, or is the number carried over from 1956

vhen 22 and 515 ' permits were respectively granted in the two categories?
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The second part.of the question is whether any of these pemmits were
granted to non-Europeans, either the general pernits or the exclusive permits,
or are all these permits granted to European miners? I would like to have
some detailed information on that and, if possible, a hWreak-doum i the
;numbergni“pgggigg_granted to indigenous people and to Europeans or Asians.

Mr. REISDORF (Special representative) (interpretation from French):
The numbeér of permits vhich we find on page W5 of the annual report, in

teble E, is the number of valid permits. The figures of 232, 242 and 2L3 are

the fluctuations of the number of general prospecting permits; in other words,
permission‘to Prospect in a certain zone. There are exclusive prospecting
permits in mining groups. After a féw_years, the party concerned must make a
choice of come plot or area in which he can obtain the exclusive right to carry
out prospecting and Gevelopnment. If he has found anything, he will then ask
for an exploitation permit. These are the three stages.

o special condition is required in order to obtain 2 general or exclusive
pernit, or an exploitation permit, except to have capital, which, I believe,
arounts to 5C0,CC0 francs, and to have the necessary technical knovledge,‘so
that fubture exploitation should be carried out in the interest of the
development of the natural resources of the ccuntry.

+ As Tar-as I know, there.are no Africans who have requested a permit. I can
assure the Council that throughout the time I have spent in Rusnda-Urundi, I
sav the question raised only once by o council. At the present juncture
Africons are not interested in getting these funds ~-- wvhich it would be easy for
them to pgather. Mining exploitation ond operations in Ruanda-Urundi have
shown how risky it tras and how ruch difficulty wes invelved and how much funds
vere required. As far as I know, this exploitation does not tempt then.

Tirst of all, it does not seen to be a good business opportunity te them.
Secondly, it is not in the nature of their attitude. The Banyaruanda and
the Barundi are pastural farmers and would rather engnge in farming work than
nmining worli. I am speaking of the workers. Likewise, Zor those who are
intellectuzls, one will certainly find more who take up the profession of

agronony and veterinary science than they do mining.
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In so far as the Administration is concerned, there is absolutely no
obstacle vhatsoever for a Banyaruanda or Darundi to obitain 2 prospecting

pernit. The only fact which applies here is that he has ncver asked for such

pa permit.



DR/rd T/EV.98
: s (lir. Reisdorf, Special
‘ Kepresentative)

As to the question whether there are any Asians who have mines, there have
been in the'past, out 1 cannot tell you whether there still are any at present..
It is possible that they are asscciated with some companies. In order to reply
to this question, I would have to have a 1ist of menbers in the various

companies vhich are operating in Ruanda-Urundi.

lr. RASGOTRA (Indie): It is gratifying to know that there are no

conditions debarri the

ns from teking a share 3

Territory's mineral resources, but I wonder to what extent this financial
limitation»cf”Sﬁﬁjagaffrancs, which emounts to scme $10,000 itself, has

in scme way a discriminatory effect in practice against the Africans in going
into this business, which cbviously is not an unprofitable business epart from
the depression of 1956-1957. I wonder whether the Administering Authority is

teking any steps to encourege the participation of indigenous inhebitants in

.(..-—-—-'-——"—'\_ ;
this particular field of development, namely, the exploitation of the Territory's

nineral resources, They are taling eny steps, I am sure the Council would

be pleased to hear about then.

Mr., REISDORF (Special representative)(interpretation from French):

I can assure the representative of India that the Banyaruanda or the Barundi,

if they felt that it would be good business, cculd easily scrape together the
sun of 5C0,C00 francs. The coifee co-operatives are capitalized in millions of
francs. The trade organizations which have just been set up have a pﬁrchaisng
pover of more than 5C0,C00 francs. Therefore, the obligation to raise a capital
of 5C0,C00 francs does not constitute an obstacle.

| In the field of mining exploitation, the Administration has taiken no steps
to set un cempanies in which Africans would be involved, A1l the mining
ccrpenies are joint enterprises, that is, the Covernment automatically has a share
in the stociks of the company and it shares in the profits of the company,

this being independent of an export tax, of inccome taxes and of direct texes

that are collected,just as is done in other activities.
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Mr, RASGCTPA (India): The other day, in reply to & auestion posec —
——
A

my delegation, the special representative and the representative of Belgium ——3

—g

]
4

gave & pgloving account of the functioning of the General Conference of Ruanc a

- - - k3 ; ] L] t—-‘-—-‘-—_'-‘—‘—c—-«—o———"-—__ - "
Urundi, of its powers and the influence its opinions exercise on the Territory‘s
;.

administration, The special representative's account gave us the impression

that there is almost nothing of any consequence, especially in the budgetary
and economic fields, that is not referred by the Governor to this Council for
its examination and opinion. Could he tell us vhether the question of tie

Territory's asscciation with the European Econcmic Ccommunity, which will no

doubt have significant effects on the Territory's econcmy and econcmic development
in one way or another, was at all referred to the General Council for its
advice? If it was referred, what was the nature of the advice tendered by the

General Council on this important question?

lir. CIAEYS BCUUAERT (Belgium)(interpretation frcm French): First of
all, I should liie to recall the fact that the Furopean Economic Community does

not in aﬁy vay imply any responsibility whatsoever on the part of the overseas
territories. The only effects of the Luropean Ccrmon Market in so far as the
essociated Territories are concerned are the following: a gradual reduction

of customs duties on the Metropolitan‘narxet and, if the Territory is not
associated with the organization, custems duties on the products of the
associated territories; creation of an investment fund iﬁstead of funds coming
only frcm the Metropolitan countries which-are members of thé Cormon Market;
finaliy, the ebsolute maintenunce of the rights of the associated territories
to protect their infent industries by means of tariff barriers, without
taking into account the provisions which are taken inside the Ccmmen larkets
and which do not concern the member Territories. It is clear that these three
results do not imply in any way ﬁhatsoever any decision of the associated
territories. As a matter of fact, it is not up to_theﬁ to decide whether‘
Belgium, Germeny, France 6f the Netheriands have or do not have the right to
reduce their tariff barriers. It is quite true that if they would be

asked this question, they would certainly be glad to have this broadening of their

marcets.
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With reference to the settin g up of a development fund here aga*n no
obligation is imposed upon them end no contribution is asked of them. They
are only, in the measure in vhich they wish it, the beneficiaries of uhis
investient fund,’ ' |

Concerning the third‘aspect, thot is to say, the possibility of creating
custcms barriers to protéct their infant iﬁduStries I recall that RuandQ-Urundl,
inacmuch as it follows the open-door peolicy through its aahelence to other
international treaties, is preventcd frem setting v any discrlmlnatory custems
barriers whlch would give preference to member count*;es of the Common Market
to suoply manufactured products vhich it 1mpﬂ1t ‘ '

Having said this, it is very easy to understand why the very decision
of association had not been sutmitted to a decision of the local bodies. As a
matter of fact, these local bodies could not decide anything which involved
responsibility on their part, but it is certain, moreover, that the question has
been presented to them and that as regards the prectical implemeﬁtation”of it,
for example; a possible appeal to the Development Fund, their participaticn
is absoclutvely paremount. It is they who request these projects and who study

the projects concerning which an appeal would be made to this investment fund

for ?yﬁrseﬂ

lir, RASGOTRA (India): I do not wish to pursue tﬁis question further

tgrditories of the Cormon larket.

dt this stage, but perhaps we shall ccrmment on the implication of that
statement in our ovn statement in the general debate. ' -

In ansvering another qucstlon of my delegetion concerning the forcc publique

du Congo belge, the special representative stated that the

Pdblic Force -is intended to constitute the rucleus of a smell army which
Ruande-Umndi misght need outside its frontiers. br. Reisdorf zdded that this

force hed been called upon in recent years to particivate in operations during

recent hostilities. Those vere his words. My delegatidn is not aware of any
recent war or hostilities betueen the Trust Territory end its neighbours. Could
the special representative give us some information ebout these hostilﬁtles and
the nature of the pax ,101n 2tion of this Foree in those _hos tllitle Vhat ve

"ﬁ_.-""-__ e
would more particularly like to unow in reference to the econcmic conditions in
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the Territory is, first, the erxpenditure incurred in the maintenance of the

force publique du Conpgo belge during 1958 and, secondly, the expenditure involved

in the perticipation of this Force in those hostilities and the extent to which

this expenditure was borne from the Territory's budget or Territory's resources.
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The hostilities occurred Guring-the Second World War in the course of which the
Ruanda-Urundi troops formed part of the exgeditiunary_corps of the public

force in the various theatres whare it was called upon to participate. The
total cost of the operations of this pudlic force was paid from the Belgian Congo
budget. After the wer, Belgium reimbursed the Belgian Congo budget for the
cost of the maintenance of this expeditionary force. Ruanda-Urundi, vhich
had paid nothing, benefitted from this in the form of the fund for indigenous
wvelfare, because that is the origin of the Indigenous Welfare Fund. The amount
of 2,800,000,000 francs was reimbursed by Belgium to the Belgian Congo,

which paid it out to Ruanda~Urundi, which had not paid anything, and the
interest from these monies is used to carry out a certain number of projects,
rarticulerly in respect of drirking water, as part of the ten-yecar plan.

With regard to the costof the maintenance of the cont{fgigiﬂgﬂfseﬁ——,
SOldi?ff_ffﬁﬁigg~zgihf;bliC force, for 1956 the costof the salaries of the
BEuropean and indigenoUs—persenmel was 15,951,000 francs.

Vr. RASGCOTRA (India): It will be eppreciated that when we examine

the conditions in the Trust Territory of Ruanda-Urundi, we do so in relation
to the Territory's stgius—as a Trust Territory., I was therefore a little
surprised vhen I hecrd that the Territory was engaged in_hogtilitdies with some
foreiag_gggptry. The picture is now clear. These hestilities referred to
the war which took place before the Trusteeship System came to be. I do not.
wish to conment on this further, though it does seem to us that this is a rather
heavy price that the Territory has to pay for the maintenance of a contingent
from e neighbouring country.

T have no further guestions and I ‘should lil%e once again to thank the
special representative and the representative of Belgium for the patience and

cere with which they have answered my questions in the econonic field.
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Mr. DAVIN (ltew Zealand): I had some questions under the heading {
of mining, but the inguiries of the representative of India have given me //
all the information I need in thaﬁ field. I want to return to the interest-free
advances made by Belgium in respect of the development budget and, in 1958,
of fHE"S;EE;;}y budget of the Territory. I understood the special reprresentative
to sey the other day thet the amount for 1958 in practice proved to be
150 million and not 125 million as was foreszen in the budget estimates,-gnd
that the subsidy for 1959 is expected to be ‘even grester. Together with the
advances that have been made under the ten-year plan, the extraordinary budget,
the Tervitory now owes Belgium well over 3,000 million francs, which is rather
a large sums I know that questions have been raised previously in this =
Council as to wha% is to happea to that debt. I gathar that the sums have
been transferred by Belsium but it is not bonded or funded in any way; there
is no fixed time for repayment; there are no legal instrumxents of obligation
to Belgiun.

Could the special representative give any indication as to whether the
Territory will eventually be ovliged to repay thngggggygﬂ;l;xealize that tﬁis

s

might be an avkward question to answer and I quite frankly do not expect a

clear~cut answer, It certainly would be a great advantage to the Territory

if such investrments could eventually be waived by the Administering Authority,.

Mr. CLAZYS DOUUAFRT (Belgium) (interpretation from French): The
representative of New Zealand has Just expléined that the funds in gquestion
are subsidies. They are interest-free advances without any amoritization plan
and without any obligations for relmbursement at this stage. These subsidies
are not classified as donations, although they mIght have the character of
donations because the accounts between Ruanda-Urundi and the Belgian Congo
are open and the future is unknown. The future belongs to Ged and it wmey well
happen that some day Ruanda-Urundi might find itself in a more favourable
position than Belgium itself, I admit that the hypothesis is very far off
end improbable, but in such a case these funds might be reimbursed. The
representative of llew Zealand quite correctly high-lighted the fact that

there is no legal obligation to reimburse these funds.
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Mx. DAVIN (ew Zealand): I want to thank the representative of
Belgium for his very helpful reply. There is.another problem under this

heading which has been occupying my mind, namely whether there was any

Dy

e

danger, owing to the generosity of Belgium in financing even the ordinafy
budget by means of a considerable subsidy, nct ES‘E?EZE#;}-the Gevelorment
plan, of zetiing up unreal stancards of socizal, medical aad perhups even
educational services in the Territory wnich could not be financed later when
the Territory becane indepéndent. iy tentative conclusion was that no
such danger would arise because at the moment the attainrent of independence
or self-government by the Territory ic clearly a good way off. I think the
representative of Belgium rightly stressed the other day that Belgium is
seeking in the meantime to promote the develoziteni of all the resources of
the country so that it will be able to make tne best use of those resources
and have a viable economy. To sum up, dces he agree with me that there is
no likely danger of such subsidies endangpring_themiuiuxeﬂsiabiéigg_gf"%he

economy of the country.

—_—



CR/rr : . T/PV.985
G =

Mr. R RETSDORFE (Spec1al representative) (interpretation from French)}:
I can assdré_the representetive of New Zealand that the socisl benefits and the
saleries which are now given to personnel in Ruanda~Urundi without any
discrimination are in keeping with the requirements, Salaries are based upon.
en index which is checked regularly.by ofificials and by representatives of the
unlons with a view to establishing the minimum necessary living standards and
salaries nre changed in accordance.with this mlnlmum_standard, I do not think
that it is possible to say that officials are over-paid. -~ frcm my personal
experignce, one can never grovw rich in the sefvice of the King «- and the
serﬁices of the‘dovernmeﬁtuas they now stand.can.certainly be supported later:
by & future Government of Ruanda-Urundi which will haye freely chosen to dispose
of its.own desﬁiny. - :

| Mr. DAVIN (New Zealand): I believe that this is a vise investment by
Bélgium in terms of.human welfare, and as-to theffuture we must, ior_the.tims o
being, leave it to take care of itself.

I pass row to enother question dealing with-livestock.l I am xather ‘L/

Interested in cattle and I notice on page lhk of the annual report & picture
of Europeathype cattle.and below & picture of indigenous cattle. I know that
the European-type cattle will be much more productive of milk and milk products,
but the questlon that occupied WY mind was, how do they stand up to the rigours
of the climate of Ruanda-Urundi? The native catlle have been there for many
centurieé and heve no doubt developed resistance to diseasej have any problems

been exverienced in.acclimatising Eurn cattle or- do they ransge to survive-

the clirate quite well?

Mr. REISDORFF (Special representative) (interpretation from French):
The Europcan~tyre cattle are introduced on small farms or at stations.vhere they

can be cared for and treéted_in a speciel way. A certain number of progressive
African breeders have received European cattle to enable them to accustom:
themselves to rearing this type of livestock. There are & certain number of -

agricultural and zootechnical rules which they must observe. The introduction
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of European livestock to an African habitat without any supervision would of
course be tantamount to condemning it to death, becsuse as the representative of
New Zealand has rightly pocinted out, during the dry season the African cattle are
able to subsist on very little whereas the Europesn cattle need additional
nourishment which is furnished by the agricultural stations and by the planting
of fodder crops end grazing areas. The trouﬁle is that DLuropean livestock can
only be given to progressive farmers if it is to be maintained at the proper
quality and is not to degenerate.

Cf5EE:BTEEﬁ‘iivesiggg_EgghEeen developed from African and European cattle
or frem African and Asian cattle and scme of “his livestock is more resistant
although its milking qualities are less developed. It seems therefore that the .
general orientation is towards the establishment of modern breeding staticns
in the favourable areas whereas in the irndigenous areas we have to content
ourselves with increasing the value of the cattle by crossing it and improving

its treatment.

(1J£&T “‘&feéa;%. DAVIN (New Zealand): That was rn most helpful and illuminating

*éily. I have two more questions, one dealing with palm trees. In his opening
statement the special representative spoke of the eigg;g;g;ﬂ;; palm tree
plantations in Tanganyika and in the Bururi ¥erritory, and said that work on
the new plantations, which started in 195k, would be continued until 1959

and would result in the planting of 125,CC0 palm trees., I assume, however,
that palm trees vere already growing in the Territory and these plantations
are merely for the purpose of increasing the output of the products of the

ralm trees. Could the special representative confirm this, or is the planting

of palm trees an entirely new departure?

Mr. REISDORFF (Special representative) (interpretation from French):

The palm tree area in Ruanda-Urundi is very limited and consists of a strip

of land at the edge of Tanganyika. Ruanda-Urundi is a high plateau country
with a rather cool climate, and a rather low elevation is necessary fnr the
planting of palm trees.’ Thé'prddudﬁioniof palm oil is at present approximately
1,600 tons per year., We skall ‘perhaps be eble to dovble that by changing the



GR/xr T/PV.985
55=55

- (Mx. Reisdorff, fpecial L_representative)

e R T

types of pelm trees, but after that thers will be no @ossibility of further

extending the plantations because theré are no favourable regions availabie.

Mr. DAVIN (New Zealand): ¥y last question relstes to_EE:Sﬁglﬁﬁixfi'
Cn page T of document T/1452 it is stated that dn agricultural co-operative
at Musaho in thé Kibuye district has been opproved and that a new branch of the
TRAFIPRO Co-operstive, comprising about 5,000 coffee planters, nas been opened
in the Runhengeri district. I assume that these are producers! cc-operatives,
but I wondered whether they were primarily related to the marketing of crops
as distinct frem their production. T assume they are marketing co-operatives,
but could the special representative confirm this?

Mr. REISDCRFF (Special representative) (interpretation Trom French):

Tnnse in Tact are a new type of co-operative, for the collection of coffee,
and I think this will be of part¢cular interest to the representative of
New Zealand because it represcnts an evolution in our ideas on the development

of co-operatives in Ruarda~Urundi.
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The Visiting_ﬁission has had the opportunity to visit one of the co-cperatives
at qura, which, by the way, is located in a particularly favourable spote.

With the intention of grouping the coffee planters and giving value to the
prcduct, the Administration began by organizing co-operatives, which were half=-way
between co-operatives and plants. In general the capital was provided by the
planters, with an important participation on the part of the Government. Ve
constructed a plent for processing and drying coffee. Three of these co-operatives
are at present in existence.

After the first stage of education, the co-operatives have been left to
themselves, under the guidance of the Co-operatives Service. This means that at
present the co-operatives of Butegena, Nkora and Impaia, through their wanagiug
board, sell their eoffge and perform all the ogerations of a normal business.

Yet these co-operatives are not popular within the area.

Along with these co-operatives, which are substantial enterprises, we see
springingz up -- and this is on the initiative of the chief of Nogcsi -~
co-operatives in vhich Africans gather together thelr coffee after having
processed it themselves, On each hillside there are now one or more threshing
machines. The Africans like to thresh the coffee themselves in these threshing
machines; then they dry it and bring it to a small purchasing office, which
refuses to accept poor quality coffee. UVhen it has a sufficient quantity of coffee,
this purchasing office sells it in Usumbura to wholesalers under favourable
conditions. The point is that under these conditions the Africans cbtain better
prices for their coffee; but the quality of their coffee is much lower than that
of the threshing co-operatives, which is always first-grade coffee., Since the

threshing co~-operatives have substantial expenses, and since, on the other hand,
.thq co-cperatives members do not evaluate the services provided by the
co-operatives «= in other words, the threshing, drying and processing of the
coffee -- the members of the threshing co-cperatives are at present discussing
the basic principle of their co-operatives. With a higher investment, they still
get the same price as that obtained by the harvesting co-operatives. This is a
very important point. Ve have stopped establishing any more thrceshing

co-operatives and investing further millions of francs in this kind of undertaking,
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because harvesting co-operatives spring up and develop of themselves. These are
the two types of harvesting co-operatives referred to in the statement of the
representative of New Zealand, I take it.

This also makes it possible to emphasize a difficulty that.is always

_encountered in new countries, The technical services of the Office des cafés

ere not favourably disposed towards the harvesting co-operatives, because they
cbject that these co-operatives do not sort their colfee and that, eveﬂ if they
sort out the poor coffee from some of their members, which comes back to them
through the norwal channels of tréﬁe, they do not grade their coffee, and as a
result they do not provide proper service to the Banyaruaﬁda and Barundi planters.
On the other hand, the Indigenous Affairs Service is in favour of these
hervesting co-operatives because if sees in then the springing up of the
co-operative movement; and in these co-operatives the African truly identifies
himself with his little purchasing group, and the co-operative spirit is born,
This does not seem to be so in the case of the threshing co-operatives, as the
technique is a little too difficult for the majority of farmers, who in fact
bring cnly a portion of their coffee crop to these co-operatives, wishing fo
abide by their traditional methods. On the other hand, in the harvesting
co-operatives, vhich are at their.level, a true spirif of co-operation is being
born.

The existence of these two opposing points of view shows the general
opposition between the technical and the sccial aspects of these activities,
It is quite likely that the harvesting co-operatives'will incresse in nunmbers;
the Administration will certainly not oppose that. It remains to be seen how
the Administration will be able to channel this movement, which is a very
interesting one frcm the co-operative point of view, if the Administration is
unable to get the coffee processed in §maller establishments. Then we shall have

to have technicians come in and help us.
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Mr ., DAVIN (New Zealand): I found that & most interesting reply. I had

not realized there were so many probiems in reconciling the purposes-of the

hervesting#hd of the threshing co-cperatives. I have no more questions.

tr , OBEREMKO (Uhion of Soviet Sccialist Republics) (interpretation from
sian):  In the rewaining twenty minutes, I hope I shall be ablelto put scme

of the questions we wish té put in the economic field. The representatigg_gf
India has'already asked regarding the inclusion of the Trust Territory within the
Europeén rarket. Pernaps I did nod fully hear the reply of the representative of
Belgium, but it was not guite clear to me whether there wero any prel;mlnary
consultations ca the part of the Administering Authority with the indigenous
populaticn, with the General Coﬁncil or with théIState Councils of'Ruanda and
Urundi, regarding the inclusion or non-incldsion of the Trust Térfitory within
the framework of the European marheu. Were there such.ncelam;naxyheeﬁﬂﬁ$ta$;9_°?

Uere the mcmoers of these Councils 1nformed of uhe possible cons euuences,ofﬂsuch

an ineImsicar — iiistn R
/”_\

-

lr. CIALYS BCUUAIRT (Belgium) (interpretation from French): I thought

I had made myself sufflclently clear in the reply I gave to the represeﬂt&txve of

India, but I shall be glad to repeat the essence of what I said for the Sov1et
representative. I sald that there were no preliminary consultations prlpr to the
decision which was taken to associate the overseas territories with the Ccmmon
larket, because this asscociation did nﬁt have the slightest responsibility in so
far es théy_were concerned. Mo cbligation whatsoever ﬁas imposed upon then. '
Naturally, the measurés to impiement the Ccmmon Market, for example, the

possible interventicn of the overseas 1PVestment fund and all other possible steps
which might be based on the Common Market, will be dealt with in constant
exchanges of views with local authorities and representatives o£ the local

population,
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Mr. OFEREMKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)(interpretation from

Russian): It may be taken from this answer that in this particular interest
the Administering Autkcxity considers the Trust Territory only as a passive
object within the framework of its active policy, and that it has no obligations
with respect to the Trust Territory -- is not clear in the Buropean markets =--
some credits will be available to the Trust Territory; and the Administering
Authority considers that the Trust Territory and those organs vhich exist
within it have no say in the decision of the question of whetheflpr not they
should associate themselves vwith the general European market or not. That

was, as I see it, the policy of the Adminiétefihg Authority.

lIir. CLAEYS EOUUAERT (Belgium)(interpretation from French): I should

like to reply to this qﬁestion by another question: Does he feel that the
Goverrment of the French Republic, or the German Federal Republic, or the

Belgian Goverrment have an obligation to consult a foreign territory when

e

they want to reduce their cust tariff?

lir. OBEREMKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)(interpretation from

Russian): It seems to me that the best reply to be given to this question
could have been given by the representative of Belgium, or the representative of
France, or the representative of Germany. That is precisely why I am putting

the question to you. You are a participant or one of the members of this

general Duropean agreement._‘*Qou have included in this agreement the Trust—
Terrigg§§‘55555;§g& which is not your own private territory but is a Trust
Territory which has been entrusted to you temporarily by the United Nations,
and wvhich you have undertaken to lead in fulfilment of the purposes inscribed
in the over-all framework of the Trusteeship System. Therefore, it is quite

logical to ask the question whether the Administering Autharity has asked

in due course and at the appropriate time those organs which now exist in

the Trust Territory of the results of the inclusion of the Trust Territory

in an agreement in which certain foreign Powers are participating.
I
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lr. CLARYS FOUUASRT (Zelgium)(interpretation from French): I-should

like to point out to the representative ¢f the Soviet Union *hat the associated

territories of Africa aW 5T the Tormon-Larket,  As Tor the Common
Market, their hands are completely free. :Thé bnly.repercussion cf the
association is a drop in common tariffs of member States of customs duties
with relation to the production 1n the associated territories. With respect
to their possible nartlcigggigp in the Common Market, obviously it is up to
them to decide g}figgzgly, in due time, what they want to'do. But tle qucétioﬁ
does not arise; at pY‘e"cnt ulﬂeuc tcrvltories are not mmberu of the Ccmmon

Market.

Hr. OREREMKO (Uhibn of Soviét Socialist Repuﬁlics)(interpretation from

Russian): I should like to obtain the following information from the special
representative or the representative of Eelgium: Vhat wis : ShogdsEarcs =

rarticipation of Belgium in the I ated by the European Cowmmon Market,

under this agreement? The Fund is designed for expenses in oversceas countries,

is it not?  Also, it would be intveresting to know whav part Q;‘the funds will

" _,_,.._-—-—-—'-' “_"‘“—-—-_.__.___ PTALEL
be present or made ava;lable to the Pelglgn Overseas Territories -- to the
Pelgian Congo, and of course, to Ruanda-Urundi which is under consideration at

this ti Lmu ‘

1. CTAEYS BOUUAERT (Pelgium)(interpretation from 1french): The

subject of our agenda is the examination of the report submitted by the
Eelgian Go"efnment concerning the Administration of Ruanda-Urundi. * The
auestion of Be“néah participetion in the investment fund of the overseas
uerrltorhe .1n the ;aropeap Common Market does not come vwithin the framework
of +this u*gcu ulOﬂ. Concurﬁ;v uhe'ucconé yart of the cuestion raised by

the rQD”PS”nt&blve o¢ Lhe Soviet Unﬁon, I believe T replied to it in my

opening “tauﬂment. t was deceided by the investment fund thet there would
-‘-\-—_
bﬁ\ghzifii_fzgy—all allotment of 500 million irancs for investment IW
e

Ruandaz-Urundi for the years 1943 1o 1962.
- e
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lir. OBEREMKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)(interpretation from

Russian): It seems to me that these questions are fully appropriate in the
discussion of the yearly report since this agreement applies to the Trust
Territory; it is ikep permissible to consider the agreement in all of

its repercussions so as to evaluate the effect of that asreement, and the

possible effects of that agreement, upon the Trust Terri concerned.

I therefore Think that the representative of Belgium should perhaps not avoid

replving to a question of that kind simply becguse it is bound up with the
Burvpean Ccumon Market. We are not interested so much in what Belgium

derives.

llr. CLALYS EOUUAERT (Belgium)(interpretation from French): I should

like to reply that I am not refusing to answer anything referring to the

association of Ruanda-Urundi with the Common Market. I replied that the
only implication that I know of is, namely, that the Investment Fund of the
Common larket decided to have a first allotment of 500 million francs for &

five-year period running from 1958 to 1962.

lir. OFEREMKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)(interpretation from
Russian): In order that it might be more readily understandable for the

representative of Belgium to see precisely what is the point of our question,
I would then like to communicate to him the data which I would like to have
him, as the official representative, confirm for me; the point is that the
Belgian Press -- this is well known =~ I should like to hear either a
confirmation or perhaps further information on the part of the Belgian

representative ==~ in the Press it was communicated that for Belgian Overseas

—

Territories the i o take out of the Fund of the Buropean
Cemmon ilarket for a period of five years the sum of $30 million. At the

game time it was communicated that the-Egggxihuxipg‘gf_yelgium into this

Fund would stand at $70 million. In other words, Belgium would contribute ==

————
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Hr. CLABYS BOUUAERT (Belgium)(interpretation from French): I ask for
the floor on a pg%gg;gg,grdar because 1t seems to me that it is not for this
Council to @isguss on the basis of Press releases or other-information details

concerning the operation of the European Céééégwﬁaxkct An ‘keeping with the-
Treaty of Rome. hﬁﬁﬁ??ii?ﬂagagggirggdgggérested in is a consideration of

the situation in Ruanda-Urundi and a ccnsideration of the report of the _
Belgien Government sutmitted to the General Assembly concerning this situatién.
The general condltions concerning any development elsevhere other than

Ruanda-Urundi do not concern our Council.

lir, ORBREMKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)(interpretation from

Russian): I shall, of course, not insist on a reply. Ve willl simply have to
make the corresponding conclusions, but as regards figures,. at least, I hope
that we wmay have perhaps ccmpl@tg_agreeuen$~w%th—thETrcpreseﬂ%aiixghgf
Belgium. That is why I asked him to make the necessary confirunation, to sa
whathel these 'figures are corpect vwhether they do correspond to the officiasl

data wnlch the representative of Eelgium has.

But the vpurpose of the question is not that. The point is that I shoula

like- to know whether Ruenda-Urundi obtainz, as a result of the propagation
upon the Trust Territory of the agreement on the European Cormon Markets

vhether there is propagation of an adéquste participation frem the Fund which
—F""—._q——'_'-—_._‘-\“"——-'——-___

is earmarked for Overseas Territories. You wvourself have saild that Ruanda-Urundi
_'__-"“—\—u_-..,._._—

15’ES'£E§; 5C0 'million francs, in other words, $10 million. Then, why have -

ve ne%n%hahziﬂhi_jg‘know from what source that is going to bq\f}nﬁnced? ‘What

is this over=-all pool? What is this over-all Fund, in other words?
- —_._‘__‘_‘_‘_-—__.—-_-_._,.u_..__————"-—'_'_
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In order that it might be completely clear, I would like to put the question

perhaps in a slightly different vein. Would not the Trust Territory obtain

—

more il the funds were directed not through the Fund itself but directly from

-

“"-1—"’”___7"-_ .
Belgiun ; log to account the current Belgian obligations

regarding their contribution to this over-all Fund fo},OVerseas,Territorieaj_‘
- __.__,_—;-——l—‘————n—__‘_______-'_____,_—n—'—_"’_ :

Mr. CLAEYS EOUUAERT (Belgium) (interpretation from French): As I pointed

out, Ruanda-Urundi does not contribute to this common Fund. In so far-as the

nmoney it receives, obviously it receives it through Belgium.

Mr. OBEREMKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation

from Russian): Perhaps'the translation wes not fully accuréte into'French,
although I doubt that-very much, or perhaps, on the other hand, the
representative of Belgium is willfully not understending the substance of the
question which is being put to him. But I still wish to lead this to its logical
conclusion. If the representative of Belgium will have patience for another few
minutes and if he will be kind enough to heéar a few figures -- vhich, after all,
are such astronomical figures and can be retained by memory -- then I think we
will be able to {ind an answer to the qﬁestion which is of interest to us.

The point is that on the basis of the data available at present, which was
not ofgieially presented in thm Belgium will contribute much more to
the Fund of the Common Eﬁ%&i&ﬁh Market, and eormerked for the cverseas territories
than will be derived by the Belgian Overseas Territories. This divergence in
the Tigures -- and in fact a rather substantial diversion of $kQ million -- is
the thing I would like to clear up because this would inevitably reflect itself
upon the Trust Territory  concerned, namely Ruande-Urundi. !

On the basis of this data, the Belgian Congo would obtain $20 million and

Ruanda-Urundi would obtain $10 million. That would total up to $30 million.
—e e e 3

Belgium would contribute $70 million into the General Fund. ' In other words, there
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vould bhe a surplus-bf 540 million. I simply wanted %to know, should these

figures$ be confirmed, whether théy~correspond to:the official data. That is

e ———

the whole point. of my question.

Mr. CLAEYS BOUUAERT (Belgium) (interpretation from French): I shall
not reply to this guestiop because here in the Trusteeship-Gouneidy wvhen we are
consldering the case of Ruanda-Urundi, there is no need to consider questions

which have nothing to do with the situation in Ruanda-Urundi. I hope that the

—

representative of the Soviet Union is not expecting to dictate how the Belgian -

Government will utilize the funds which are in its own budpet.

Mr. OBEREMXO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics).(interpretation

from Russian): I should like to make it known that I do not agree with the Tact
-—-—__.___‘_"_-___-_._H___‘,_———l—-—-‘

that the Trusteeship Council apparentlv doeu not have the rlrhtﬂngwasnv;aer_

those a”IEEQQQLE_HbiQﬁMhaVE effect upon Trust Territories, particularly since
e e e e

the T“ust Territory has not teen consulted in the matter and was not asked
whether it wishes such an agreement to affect it or not.
As for the funds which Belgium utilizes, that of course is an internal
e

e
natter of Belgium. But il these funds make available credits and [inance,

certain projects within Trust Territorieuy then it would seem to me that the
.—J"‘—N-‘—_‘d—_‘_——"—‘*——

Trus teeshln Council is ;ully ent¢tled to have a unilateral statement on the rart

of the Admlnlsterlng Authorltv that such a sum has been earmarked and,

Turthermore, wve have the right to ‘know out of what fund this money comes Irom.
I shall go even- further than that and say that the Trusteeship Council has the
Tull right to know @ll of the circumstances governing the management of these
funds, g0 as to know the policy of the Fund.

I think it would be quite nztumal for the Council to look a little furiher

i

—_—
into this mattel, particularly since the General Assembly, as we all know, has
RBELOL HACENULTY.
discssed this matter and since there is a special resolution on the part of the
General Assembly regarding the effects of the Buropean Common Ifarket and the

inclusion into that lMarket of Trust Territories.
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Therefore, we are quite unable to say that the Trusteeship Council is not

even entitled to speak of this. But I should like to leave my comments for

the general debate. Right now I shall simply confine myself to saying that I

do not agree with the point of view expressed by the representative of Belgium.

—

The meeting rose at 12.55 p.n,
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TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL -~ TAKE 1

The Trusteeshin Council this morning resumed the questioning of Belgium's
special representative for Ruanda-Urundi, Ivan Reisdorff, on economic conditions
in this Belgian-administered trust territory.

GEORGES SALOMON (Haiti), referring to the annual report of the administering
authority, asked for additional information on the introduction of tea growing,
the installation of large capacity freezers near slaughter houses, and the trading
in livestock,

He also asked whether the administering authority had explored the idea, first
advanced by a UN visiting mission, ‘that a special educational fund be created to
finance schools and the training of teachers.

The special representative said that "strictly speaking" there was no special
educational fund. Hovever, education in elementary schools was free and, for
secondary schools, the parents' participatlon was being enlisted to help finance
the facilities. '

M. RASGOTRA (India) vanted to know to what extent the territory was dependent
on imported food.

The special representative said that, generally, the people in Ruanda~Urundi
consumed what food they themselves produced. DNo foodstuffs, except some fresh
fruit from Europe, vwere imported. Local products vere not as good as imported
products, he comumented, but the administering authority encouraged the use of the
food locally grown. UWhen he entertained friends, he said he also used local
products.

The special representative stressed that Africans participated in all projects
of the administration designed to improve agriculture and other economic fields,

(END OF TAKE 1)
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In reply to a question by the representative of India concefning the position
of the mining industry, Mr. REISDORFF, the special representative for Ruanda-Urundi,
said that the situation had "not improved" because of ceclining prices on the world
market. Some companies, hé,added,'bad closed exploitation of unprofitable mines,
but exploration was underway to determine other mihefai deposits.

‘The special representative said that as yet no African had applied for a
license for mining exploitation. A capital of 500,000 frencs and technical
knowledge was nezded to receive the permit and, in his view, Africans considered
the risk too great end preferred other ectivities.

From the point of view of the administration, he said, there were no obstacles
barring Africans from sharing in the mining industry. He pointed out that credit
could be obtained and that much larger: sums, often several million francs, were
made available to Africans engaged in the coffee industry.

In reply to another question by the representative/India, ALFRED CILAEYS
BOUUAERT (Belgium) commented on the arrangements under the European common market.
These involved, he said, the gradual reduction of customs duties affecting products
from associated territories, the settiﬁg up of a development fund, and the right
of associated territories to protect their fledgling industries by way of customs
barriers.

He then pointed out that Ruenda-Urundi, as a trust territory, had an "open
door policy" and could not impose customs barriers.

~ T.P DAVIN (New Zealand) referred to the interest-free advences made by
Belgium to Ruarnda-Urundi's ordinary and extraordinary budgets. He asked vhether
Ruanda~Urundi was obliged eventually to repay these advances. :

Mr. CLAEYS BOUUAERT said the interest-free subsidies, while not outright
donations, had the character of donations. There was no legal commitment requiring
repayment from Rusnda-Urundi. As to what might happen in the future, only the
future could tell, he added. ' '
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Mr. DAVIN then asked whether there was any danger, as a result of these
subsidies, of health and educational servides being established at a level which
would be too high for Ruanda-Urundi to meintain vhen eventually the territory
became independent. '

Mr. REISDORFF, the special representative, assured the representative of New
Zealand that the social benefits given to the people were in keeping with the
requirements and were kept constantly under review.

In reply tc otber questions by Mr. Davin, the special representative spoke
about matters relating to livestock, plantations and coopuratives.

VALENTIN I, OEEREMKO (USSR) asked whether there were any preliminary consulta-
tions between the administering authority and African representatives concerning
the inclusion or non-inclusion of Ruanda-Urundi within the framework of the European
common market.

Mr. CLAEYS BOUUAERT (Belgium) said there had been no such consultations be-
cause "not the slightest obligations" were imposed on the associated territories.
The only effect of the association, he said, was a reduction in customs
duties on products from these territories. He added that "association" did not
rean "participation;" the overseas territories were not members of the European

Economic Community.

When the representative of the Soviet Union referred to Belgian press reports
about funds earmerked for overseas territories, the reppesentative of Belgium said
that the Council was discussing Ruanda-Urundi and not details of arrangements made
under the European Economic Community. He pointed out that Ruanda-Urundi did not
contribute to the common fund referred to and that whatever money it received
came from Belgium.

The representative of the USSR said he had read in the press that Belgium had
contributed $70,000,000 to the common fund and that $20,000,000 were earmarked for
the Belgian Congo and $10,000,000 for Ruanda-Urundi. He asked whether these
figures could be officially confirmed.

The representative of Belgium repeated that this was not a matter for discus-
sion by the Trusteeship Council. "The representative of the USSR cannot dictate
to the Belgian Government how it should utilize the funds in its own budget."

The Soviet representati&e questioned this position, maintaining that the
matter concerned the trust territory and therefore was of concern to the Council,

The questioning will be continued at 3:00 p.m. today.

(END OF TAKE 2 AND OF PRESS RELEASE TR/1502)





