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AGENDA ITEMS 6 and 17

QUESTION OF THE FUTURE OF THE TRUST TERRITORIES OF THE CAMEROONS UNDER BRITISH

ADMINISTRATION AND THE CAMEROONS UNDER FRENCH AIMINISTRATION: (continued)

(a) GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 1282 (XIII)

(b) REPORTS OF THE UNITED NATIONS VISITING MISSION TO TRUST TERRITORIES IN WEST
AFRICA, 1958 (T/1426 and Add.1l, 1427, 1h3k)

General debate (continued)

Mr. LOBANOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation
from Russian): The goéi'which occupied the thoﬁghﬁé and aspirations of the
Cameroonien people for many decades-is near at hand. That goal is independence.
There is hardly any other delegation that would feel a greater joy than the
delegation of the Soviet Union when we see one or the other Territories.
freed from colonial oppression"ﬁgd;attainS'independence. .-Wé fejoice today

because of the speed dependence by the Camer: i itory.

It is well known that the delegatlon of the Soviet Union has: con51stently
and invariebly supported the quick attainment of this objective. at all sessions
of the Trusteeship Council and of the General Assembly.

Now, on the basis of the SOEEE&;QQEQEQEéﬁﬁt.and the heroic struggle
of the Cameroonien people, attainment of independence has been placed on the
agenda, since the Administering Authority has seen that no military forces
could stop this demand of an entire people. It is particularly important
not to allow any mistakes or distortions which could in one way or another
complicate the life and the future development of this independent State.
One aspect of particular significance at this mcment is connected with another
most important problem which was never separated by the majority of the
Cameroons from indépendenée,'ﬁamély;'thé unification of the Cameroons which
was separated by force four decades ago as é“?EEEEE"Bf 1mperlaliatlc partltlons
at the end of World War I. - '
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Hav1ng this problem before us, e cannot fail to express deep regret that.
_-_.-_“
‘ounc1l seperatelj,,ﬂaz_egch_ﬁ

the future of Cemeroons is being consid _

one of its two parts. Such an approach basmcally eompllcates the correet .

consideration of a number of most important questlono, and even involves_v

dengers of olstortion of the perspect;ves for the solutlon of the questlon as

a whole. There are, however, numerous other obstacles whieh prevent the taking
kit

of a deflnlte posit1on ‘at thls ‘moment on many 1mportant espects of the problem

because we do not have at our disposal exhauqtlve informatlon which may‘become"

avallable in the very near future. Therefore, the delegation of the Sov1et Unloni

felt it necessary to postpone its fu ta t Until the General Assembly
mgg}g_nexILj&ﬂﬂ&; anﬁ We hope ‘that it wlll oonolder the’ Camﬁroonlan questlon in /
all its PPCtS- - Hevertheless, ve belleve 1t 1ndlspensable even et this

stage, ‘%o make ‘some prellminary remarks.' . : -
The Trust Terrltory of the Cemeroons under {reﬁgh/admlnlstretlon attains t_jvﬂ

independence in corditions of gxtggggﬁigterﬁei_teps1on, for which the N )

Admlnlsterlng Authorlty is responslble. " “This 51tuetlon of crleis is

characterized by the lack of basic freedoms by the prohlbitlon of polltlcel |

orgahizations of the people " by the continuous repre_glons, es a result of _

which part of the progressive population is’ either exiled or had to go undercround

or is in jail, - The results of thege represamons are meggixehoozfogs and '

displacements, and ‘manhunts which are belng conducted by armed patrols of the

FrenEH’J,’y." Much time has elapsed since an organlzed notional movement

began which put forward the slogen of unlflcatlon end independence of the )

Cameroonian peoplée, - In all these years ‘the Auminlsterlng Authorlty spent ":” )

its time struggling against this movement, “alwdys’ alleging that this slogan dld :

not express the aspirations of the people. Now, ‘after many years which were

spent in inhumsn oppression directed against the'UPC;'ﬂé“heve"seen the'report

of the Visiting Mission that all have joined the movement for independence,

which was indeed the slogan of the UPC, and even the Admlnlsterlng Authorlty

vhich yesterdsy described it as a slogan of a terroristlc group has alao

subscribed to this-very slogan. - + '

b ' =] 4 NG R P gl o W
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When that same democratic movement suggests an easy and clear plan to solve

the crisis, the Administexing Authority and after it the Visiﬁigg;ﬂission too,
exert every effort to show that no such democratic movement -- the UPC -- existe
______‘_‘_,‘-—r_'_-'—-'“'

any longer on the T Or'Y « Despltéhgiiwlts unfriendly feellngs for such
a movement, the Visiting Mission, however, expressed terrible-accusations In faet —
against the Administering Authority, which had been using inhuman oppressigg\3;§

even Eﬁ?giEEii;fg;;;;SEI;;_EEEMEEEE_EES%ffff}V?ﬂ?EEE_EE;Fhe\Effgroonlan societ
In paragraph Sh of this report, the Visiting Mission states that the UPC -- and
here it dlffers from all other national movements:
" ... possessed & strongly centralized orgéuization and a well-defined
progremme, including in partlcular the independence and unification of

the two Cameroons, and which hed a wide appeal in the South."™ (T/1427, para.5h)

Furthermore, we find in thelr_report aldetalled description of the ?Eﬁfiﬁif
meaggggﬁ.ﬂhigg_had_ggﬁﬁggif_EEEEEEEEE"EEE“gggggggﬁiangeibthe:gggg_ After the
banning of this party end of two other organizations connected with it, a whole
arsenal of degtructivelmeans was launched against them, including militg;zﬁfgrces,
provocation and slander. For instance, on many occasions military operations were
condﬁﬁféd to find end eradicate the supporters of the UPC.

What is the post of all these efforts? If resulted in the massive movement
of the inhabiﬁanté of 5he«$@§§§§zgggiiige, dlsplaeemept in concentration camps and
stockades, the destruetion of many villages, and so on.“‘EEEEEE;QI#;} course, in
a very regtrlcted descriptlon, “is to be—found in paragraphs 68, 90 and 91 of the
Visiting Mission's report. Finally, the Visiting Mission states that as a result
of the military and police measures the UPC actually no longer exists. I» other
words, it reports the eradication of a ?opular nrovement which had numerous
supporters and whieh put forward the slogan of the struggle for unification and
independence. .

As ve reed the report of the Visiting Missibn, the following questicn
automatically arises: What _strength, what belief in its_cqpsei_gig this movement

qgzgﬂEggg,1z_@;gﬂggy_ﬂgne;—inhtba_face of such heavy sufferings which were
infligzgdﬁfor'ﬁg'many years by the tering Authorities upon thouﬁands nf

heroes of that movement?

e

e e e
P,
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-Only a party’ closely connected:to: thei.people could stand. such .pressure. .Ng
matter how often it is.asserted that :this: movement-no longer exists, it is impossible
to believe:it, It lives:and it:will:live as long as the pecple it represents Livesy
frem whieh it draws its gtrength.. The .measures 'of oppression and eradication which
vere. urideértaken by the Administering Authority inflicted wounds on'the'democratighqa
parties of the Cameroons. :One of the heaviest sacrifices- of the UPC was the . »u:-
tragic loss of the most popular: and beloved leader of the people, Ruben Um Nycbé, .
-“_—§Eg:Visiﬁing;Mission found many grounds tqﬂggnﬁemnﬁthtrﬁ?e7idirectlyvor--f?
indiréctly, for deeds which were not actually effected by that orgenization, but. it .

1id not have-the feeling of courage and objectivity to condemn the killing of.-the  ::

jeneral-Secretary. off the UPC, Ruben'Un Nyché,by .the Administering Authority.*imhe;nn

death-of this man'is .consideved as.a rabionsl loss ta the.Camercons even by those .
: Fedenias

who have taken ne part in the movement. i wls..:

As‘regards theé destructionof tae UPC;the Visiting Mission itself does not .. =

quite believe -it, beccuse otherwiseé how can we assess:the conclusion to.'be found :in.
paragraph 111 of the report to-the’effect:that’ 2z certain nurber of supporters-of. the-

UPC‘ have not ‘given up the party's programme and: .that they wilk be able to constitute.

an active political movement, -:Taszy-have not ‘givienruvs the programme of the party. - -
p = : e

This programme - of the UEC“iSHBEEHg'supporped.moranst:cnglytnbw than, it ever. was. by .
the whole cf. the Cameroonian. peovles::Inithege/ conflitions; how can one-speak-of an. .
eradication - of this party and, if that. is so, then how is. it possible to;solve. ¢
questions pertaining to the future of the Terviteory:without.-that party? Thisﬁshoulﬁf
not be allowed. ' |

Therefore, the very first problem of the Trusteeship Council and of the

United Nations is to seck means to normalize conditions in the Territory. The first

w_ - . ..__.-*.
of those measures is doubtless a broad and uncondltlonal‘ffffgiy. The Visiting
. ‘e " e 2 = = - D T
Mission has brought forth many erguments in favcur of such en zmnesty. It clearly
states that it had to lister to many petitions for amnesty, and that it had occasion
to read demands for amnesty on all the strects and all the corners of the towns in
the Southern Cameroons. The Visiting Mission came to the conclusion that a broad

amnesty would be a very wise measure.
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Naturally, an unconditional amnésty can only be appropriate because attempts

to offer resirictive half-measures did not bring about any positive results and

in fact it even makes the crisis deeper. The inccmplete measures taken thus far
have been described, however, as a breoad and general amnesty, while the Vaisiting
Mission describes them as an aectually restricted smnesty. It is not coincidental
that in the course of the whclé period of time that elapsed since the law of

17 February 1958, only fifteen demands for amnesty were filed.

The said law described as a genersl amnesty that which was granted by the

authorities, despite the fact that the Administering Authority itself stated that
" this law concerned only two or perhaps-three doien versons who cculd use it
to their benefit. The interﬁretatmon of the Administering Authority is anecdotir
in a way.. Apparently, in April 1958, the High Corm1531oner tOOk_?EEEE?CS toﬁgfi?t
a pardon to all those who were not gullty of crimes. "What is then the final result
of the o-called amnesty? Tt is the "pardcn of the innocent. However, since all
those who suffersd becsuse of the repressicns of the Administering Authority

are being accused of slleged crimes,lthe results 6f the .anmesty emerge in the shape
of twenty petitions for a pardon. But how indeed can one speak of a pardon of the
innccent?. In similar cases, it would be more appropriate to speak of ccmpensation
feyx_ dama g?E_EEE;ICted' It is not.surprising that such an amnesty Couldf;;;E#g;;Eb
used only by twenty or thirty people while thousands of persons are still in Jjail
and, as stated by the Visiting Mission, the crimes cf these people are described

. as efforts to reconstitute the banned party.
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Ve have dealt in detall wlth the questlon of amnestj not only because it 1s
the cornerstone of all measures armlng at nornallzlng condltlons in the "
Terrltory but also because of the many testimonials which lead us to apprehend

that in this case, too, When the new amnesty is prepared the ola approach will®

not ve abanaoned One of such testlmonlals ‘which naturally causes’ concern is

found in para"raph 153 of the VlS;tlng MlSSlou s réport.’ Here there is'a clear
suatement to the effect that apparan+lj a pardon is again planned for those who
did’ not cormit any crlmes, vhile others uEEIE‘Se Judged oy independernt trlbunals.
In practlce, such an amnesty would indeed mean further Jualcial rep1e5510ns and,“
of course, would not lead to the purpose deulred by all. o
It is wel; known that the proclamaulon of the law of 17 February was

aceompanled by JLdlCl&l and’ mllltary repressions. Tnls must not tale place
__'_"‘——-___

vhen the new amnesty is 1ntroduced ‘becausé the law itself must contain a
guarantee against repressions. Normalizatidn of the situation in the Territory
16 Unthinkable unltss democrafid Precidmg are socurdd i the right ‘freely to
express political opinions, the recalling of the decrees banning parties and
the return'of political exiles and deported persons. Only alter this deep
crisis is thus overcome -~ & crisls into which the Territory was throﬁn because
of tﬂé:aeﬁions'of the Administering Authority -- only after the satisfaction” -
of the deﬁands of the progresaive'elemenﬁs”vho desire to restore peace and"
stability can meastres be taken to piromote unification and incependence. One’

of thess measures should be simultaneous elections in both Territories_for
legislaﬁine organs which should proclaim the independent Cameroonian State not -
later than 1 January 1960. ' -

Such ‘is the Iobleal and clear plan which is supnorte& by the progressive
organlzatlons of the Cameroons and, we believe, by the madorlty of the Cameroons
people, who indeed support the slogan of unification -and 1ndependence ‘which
was orlglnally procialmed by the UPC. . : '

In the statements of the Administering Authorityland the report of the
Visiting Mission, we déo not see any intention or wish on the part of the
Administering Authority to take these demands into account. The impression is
created thaﬁ,'aa happened previously, ‘they peérsistently do not wish to hear the
voice of ‘reason. Hov indeed can one understand the position taken by the
Administering Authorify and'also'by theE?iEiting Mission. in the matter of
elections in the Territory. Any ﬁossibility of conducting such elections
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is being ruled out in the most categorical form on the ground that the elections
which took place on 23 December 1956 had taken place in a normal way. It may be
possible to allege this in some other meeting, Eut certainly not in the |
United Nations where the conditions under which the elections of 1956 took

place are so well known. Who iﬁdeed can ignore that these elections took place
under conditions of military repression and mass terrorism? The Visiting Mission
itself had to note that in densely populated areas participation in_the:electipns

amounted to only 20 or 30 per cent of the reglstered voters In such an

important region égfghe Sanaga-Marltlme, the whole of the population practlcally
boycotted the elections. : ,

One can only regret the fact that the Visiting Mission did not find it
possible to deai more carefully with such a most important matter. Otherwise, .
it could have corrected considerably the statistics of the Administering Authority,
in vhich the Mission believed so strongly that it based its most radical
conclusions on these statistics. The Visiting Mission could at least have taken

into account the well-known cases of falsification which took place in all

W
electoral regions.

Finally, how can one ignore the fact that the electlons Egggﬂp;aggﬁﬁ§giggx

then, can one_really take. into account the categorlcal recommendatlon that

new elections in the Territory should be ruled out? It would be appropriate to
ask those who put forward such categorical decisions the following questions:
What do you intend to do about the unification of the Territory? Or are you
‘ruling out that possibility as well? Is it possible that in that case, too,
elections are to be ruled out? Or maybe the Position you have taken was based

on a preconceived exclusion of unification? Such preconception, however, would
not be true to reality. Doubtless there are very similar positions to it -- there
are efforts aimed at complicating the fulfilment of the wishes of the Cameroocns
people. : :

We must not forget that in the last decade there were many cases where
artificial sources of strife were created wvhich to this day are poisoning the
existence of many countries which have attained independence. Very recently, a
well known public leader pointed to this fact, and it created a very strong

impression indeed. Would it not be more reasonable, after this reminder and other
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historic experlence, before taking any categorical decisions, to 1nvest1gate

the w1ll of “the people concerneu Wwith regaid o such a- ‘decision?’

One of “the de¢egat10ns here raised this question: ‘How would the people
of the' Cameroons assess the posSibllity of delaying the attainment of.:

_“"'---___...
1ndependenoe? “In &ur view, “this question contains- some’ very surprising -elements.

Ve do Tot know what may be the grounds for it. Perhaps by this questionithere .- .
has been 1nd1rectly uncovere& the plan of colonlzers.' In that case,= it would.."
be best to dlsclose this plan for general’ discussion. * i i I niue

In conclusion, ‘the’ delegation of ‘the - SOV1et Union feels it necessary to .k

express a warnlng Under eondltlons ‘of "the rlsing naticnal liberation movements,

the colonizers begln to dndezstand that mere force is. not sufficient .and:

c&nnot be relled on. Therefore, ‘they take all 'measures to ‘split thednatlonalf

liberation movements and to créate ‘strifé dmong them: -We consistently find

such tactics in the Camerocons. Oﬁéieeﬁ{hafﬂiyiﬁhﬁﬁt the purposes of these’ -
manoeuvres and “Who iS*ingaiﬁﬁﬁﬁroﬁghﬁthém.i'He*hopd that the natianal. forces . -
in the Camerdons will ‘séé this clearly and will not.be.weakened by strife.

LR

among brothers. B I e T S A N ,_‘_;.D_ﬂg;
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Mr. YANG (China): . We are now engaged .as the first phase of our
consideration of the item before us, in a serious discussion of the question of
the future of the Trust Territory of-the Cameroons under French administration.

: By General Assembly resolution 1282 (XIII) of 5 Decemﬁer 1958, the Council

was requested

".... to examine, as early as possible during its twenty#third session,

the reports of the United Nations Visiting Mission of Trust Territories
in West Africa, 1958, and to transmit the same, with its observations
and recommendations, to the General As semblv not later than'

20 February 1959, to enable the Assembly, in consultatlon with the
Administering Authorities, to take the necessary measures in connexion
with the full attainment of the objectives of the Trusteeship System

in the two Territories.” (A/PES/1282 (XIII))

The Council 1s, therefore, duty bound, by virtue of this request, firét, to
examine the reports, and then, after having.examined then, to.EEEEEEifLEQ'the
General Asseéﬁf?‘ifé observations and recommenda?iggg on the question of the'
futﬁE5#3EF;Eg—;;;-;;;;;T;;;;;iiigggt_h But, for the present moment, our
discussion is confined to the Cameroons under French administration. In this
connexion may I say, perhaps parenthetically, that, having regard to the

objectives of the Trusteeship System, it is only proper that the Council should
follow the procedure which it is now following.

The Council has before it the Visiting Mission's report on the Cameroons
under French administration (T/1427 and T/1434). A statement was made on
10 February by the Chailrman of the Visiting Mission when the report was
formally presented to the Couﬁcil. Moreover, the Council had the benefit of
the Administering Authority's observations on the reports when it heard a lucid
exposé by the representative of France on the same day. The Council, on its
part, has carefully examined the report in the sense that a lively discussion
has taken place, with many representatives posing questlons to the representative
of France and the special representatives.

We are indeed very fortunate that, in the course of this discussion, we

have received generous and invaluable assistance from Mr. Eenjamin Gerig,
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Chairmsn of the Visiting Mission, who:has kindly placed his - rich.experience:and . i

inexhaustible -knowledge.of “the Territory -at -the:disposal of the Council. - .-Te
Mr. Gerig,-and-to his three distinguished—-colleagues, :I should-like' to:..express’ ="

" our deep appréciation of the excellent reports which,thethave‘submitted_tcdthét:nt."

Council on the two Trust Territories-in West Africa.  The:!Council isiindeed’ -
indebted to:them.. - The high quality of-these:reports cannot be:fully appréciated .
unless, -at ;the same: time, we also appreciate the. impartiality, the deep sense of -

responsibility and the moral caurage:with which the four meémbers of ‘the Visiting:. .

Mission moulded into.shape “their findings, conclusions and recommendations. :- The~ 7

findings are’thorough, the ..conclusions and recommendations are clear-cut and to: .
the point. I am convinced that the report-on :the Camercons.undér French: .
administration, while enhancing. on the orie hand-the prestige of the United Nations
in the eyes .of. the Cameroonian1pédple;.willﬁgo.ﬂownain,theganﬂgls.of:thqunitedi>;--
llations, :on ‘the other hand, as a significant contribution to facilitating the:
accession, for the first time, by a ffust Territory to national independence.

But, having 'examined :this repcrt, what:is the Courcil going to.do'next?. -
The answer is-simple. - In the view. of my-delegation, the Council can.do no:less
than make its owmn.cbservations .and recommendations:in the light of :its:-examination
of the report and transmit them to the General:Assembly .for its consideration..
In the few remarks that will ensue, I:propose; :in. the name ‘of imy deleégation, to
make a modest contribution to:the fulfillment-of ‘the obligations that have been”
imposed on this Council both by the: Charter and- by General. ﬁssembly S i
resolution 1282 (XTITE).: « 5. v oo e gy

It gives me great satisfaction and pleasure. to participate, on behalf of my
delegation, in this important-debate involving,.'as it does, the birth on:-... - .-
1 January 1960 of a new State. As members of the Council.are-aware, I.was:twice
appointed :a menber:of the Visiting lMissilon'to the Camerooris, - I.first . visited -
the Territory-in:1952. My .second trip took place.in 1955, 'On each-occasion .. - -
I was - one of the two members who were able to visit areas reserved only:-for what
the local authoritiés ‘called "energetic missioners". - The Cameroons.is indeed
a beautiful country and, under French administration, it is beautiful -in many
respects thanks 'to African vivacity, .accentuated by an instinctive vigeur,  coupled-
with the Frefich love of nature and beauty. . I hope; therefore, that it will not
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be considered as an over-statement if I say that I have deep appreciation of the
Cameroons and its people. Nothing can give me greater satisfaction than to see
the Cemeroons under French administration evolve peacefully and progressively
towards the goal of independence.

liy delegation has studied the report with great care. If we did not put many
questions to the speclal representatives, it was not because we lacked interest,
but rather because the report had answered meticulously all the questions that we
could possibly think of. In this connexion my delegation was also grateful to the
representative ‘of France for having restated all +he issues involved and for having
referred us to the relevant paragraphs in the Visiting lission's report for
effective answers relating to these issues.

liy delegation notes with satisfaction that, uﬁder the new Statute, the
Territory has achieved full autonomy in its internal affairs since 1 January 1959.
It ' is most .gratifying to note, from paragraph 134 of the Visiting Mission's report,
that - : '

"The terms of the new statute and the clarifying provisions in its
preamble afford no grounds for doubt that the independence which the
Camercons will enjoy .on the termination of trusteeship will be full
and complete." (T/1427, page 65)

The Mission's conclusion was the following:
n

... the request that the Territory should become .Independent on

"1 January 1960, which was approved in the Legislative Assembly of

the Cameroons by a large majority, is also supported by the great
majority of the population. It therefore considers that it is not
necessary to consult the population on this subject before the
termination of trusteeship." (Ipid.).

One important issue related to the request for independence is, of course,

that of the rengggnhatixa_ghggacter of the present Lepislative Assenbly, which

initiated this request, and of the holding of new general elections under United

Nations supervision before the termination of Trusteeship. On this issue, the
evidence which was at the disposal of the Visiting liission is, in the view of my
delegation, .conclusive. In this connexion, naturally, nmy delegation attaches

the greatest importance to paragrerh 141 of the Visiting lMission's report.
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Paragraph IN1 ‘reddss: b i & n mu aledn oy ol e danne Lol
¢ "Trie Missicn is''of the opinion tha&t &n the whole<thé présent” @ i rviv
Legisletive Assembly is representative ‘ih-character. - 'Theré-aré cértainly ™ -
S eafTicient EroUnds; i ‘thé ‘Mission's view, for the holding of néw "
" general ‘élections under United Netions supervision béfore “the térmitiation™
 lof Mepisteesiipe | Furthérmore; it sées no reason’ why Tresh'electiohs to? i
“‘the Tegislative Assembly sHould Ye & précondition ‘of ‘the attainment ef - " -
independetice: - It must ‘be rémembered ‘thet it was the present Tegislative -
‘Asserbly ‘and ‘Government which demanded snd-nbtained from France the - - "
commitment to-grant independence ‘on 1-Jantary l§605‘?Ef”ﬁduld”bé-irﬁﬁiéV’f“*
if their representative character were to ‘be" calltd.ln ‘question.™ "
PRlp/ibeT; paral ANLY WVE RN N JNSND o BN s Raed®NE Lesndpinte
5Nevertheless, the Migsinn mede’ tio important sugbestions ‘one - relatlng'to
the holding of by-elections in the four districts where disturbadceés had’
occurred, and %E;‘EEEE;_;;Eéting to the adoption of & pnlicy of conciliation.

M:,' aele'gaﬁ’-ori- i?‘s- fhéfé'fcre’fglaaf ‘m’ "mavf ’ET»'e'it"'tiié ‘ca'ﬁérachs é’c'c;sfemmébiﬁ bas given

independence and that further 1iteral méasures" == includlng broad amnesty e S
?EEEEEEE_-—'Wlll ‘Soan ‘e st itited and” ‘{rplemented. | wd' | :: '“""I
- Tn ‘the circumstances; I am heppy to sey that T have been authorized by the
leader ‘of my delegation, Mr. Tingfu F. 'Tsiang, to state that my delegation will:'"
wholeheartedly support the Visiting Missicn's ‘conclusions and -recommendations ‘on
the question: of the future of the Trust ‘Territory of the Camercons under French -
sdministration; and in particular the recommendation in Faragraph 172 tbat the
Trusteeshlp Touneil should’ propose to the General AsSsembly that it should "gdopt

a resolution providing for the termination of the Trustees'"

 to the Cameroons on its attainment of independence o
“In' this Cruncil, we have often heard that ‘gocd ‘government' is Ho' substitute

for sélf-goverhment and that a target date should be fixed for gelfugovernment '+

or independerice.” Biut here we Have the Camer¥cons inder French-administraticn, *
which ‘has already ‘achieved self-government ‘ard ’is now’ requestlng independence. =

L W

Are we’ going to reject ‘that request?
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(Mr. Yang, China)

So far as my delegation is concerned, we are prerared to vote for any
draft resolution designed to give our blessings to the accession by the Careroons

under. French administration to national independence on 1 January 1900. i
—-—-""""-_‘__'__ T e

s P

“Before concluding, I should like to. congratulate France for the excellent

work it has done to prerare the Trust,Territ;;y for full_gﬁaependence._ This work
has been done, if I may say so, in the best traditi-ns of France. 1T should also
like to congratulate the people of the Cameroons and their leaders for what they
have achieved under the guidance of France and for the fact thgt, by
1 January 19€0, the Careroons will be an independent and sovereign State. My
delegation is prepared, at the appropriate time in 1960, to welcome the new
State of the Camerqnns to the United Nations.

Finally, I shruld like to thank Mr. Pinrn and Mr. Betayene for the kindness
and ability with vhich they have assisted the Conncil,in its consideration of
the item now before it. |

Miss. TENZER (Bel%igmff;nterpretation_from French):_Certainlyj it is
not very often that the Trusteeship Council has before it a problem so clear and
so easy to solve as tkat which it has teen considering during the past few
days under a resolution adopted last December by the General Assembly. Thanks
to the excellent rerort which has been submitted to us by the Visiting Mission on
the Cameroons under French administration and which clearly answers the various
questions that we might still wished to bave put, it will be easy for the Council

to adopt recommendations for the consideration of the General Assembly.

- Everyone in the Camercons is getting ready to celebrate, on 1 January 19€0,
the Territory's accession to independeﬁce: the finaiwaim of the Trusteeship
System. This choice by the Legislative Assembly of the Cameroons -- a
democratically elected assembly ---is, according to the Visiting Mission,
actively supported by the great majority of the population. The Statute which
entered into force on 1 January 1959 laid the groundwork for independénée and
can Jleave no doubt as to the total independence which will be enjbyed in the
Cameraons at the termination of trusteeship. The Territory'slecénomic and social
development, the way in which the Legislative Assembly and Government of the
Camercons are exercising the powers transferred to them, guarantee thét the

Cameroonians are capable of assuming the responsibility of independence.
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(Miss Tenzer, Belgium)

Certainly, no Member of the United Nations. which knows the worth of that
Government would wish to assume the responsibilities of disappointing the
Cameroonian people by delaying, even for one day, this long-awaited event. After
some hard blows, the Té;;Ifs;y now finally has achieved peace -- and this state

of affairs will be even further strengthened by the broad amnesty measures which

the Legislative Lssembly will soon adopt.
Furthermore, we have Jjust learned that the Government of Mr. Ahidjo

ccentemplates holding by-elections in Sanaga-Maritime. Thus, we already have an

affirmative reply to the two suggestions made by the Visiting Mission.

What more could one wish, and what obstacle could one validly place in the
way of the termination of trusteeship? It was not without a thorough study of the
situation that the members of the Visiting Mission -- in whom the Trusteeship
Council quite rightly placed 2ll its confidence -- arrived at the conclusion that
the T?EEEssfgip,&geecmtn%—shﬂﬁia be term;ggjgd—nﬁen the Cameroons acceded to

independence, on 1 January 1960. The Belgien delegation supports that conclusion

without any reservations.

The FRESIDENT (interpretation from French): Tt appears that no one else

wishes to speak this morning. That seems also to Te the case for this afternoon,
and the afternoon meeting must therefore be cancelled. The Council will meet
twice on lMonday: at 10.30 a.m. and at 2.30 p.m.

The meeting rose at 12 noon.
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The Trusteeship Council tbia mcening oontinued generel debgte.; on the future,
oflthe Cameroons under F*euch administrebion. JBefore it-is. the report (Doc.,T/lh?T)
‘ofﬂthe Council'e visiting mission wuich made a first hend study of the situation
in the territory lest fell.u T o Bt el ol o8 PENE ,ﬁkﬁkﬁ-. S 3

IVAN I. LOBANOV (UssR), thelfirst speaker today, anid B objective of inde—
pendence -~ for which Cemerooriens had struggled -- was.now -close to reallzation.
FiHie delegation felt gr*at 1 Y. in 8eT ing enoth territory freed of . cclonial“
-.rule.; The USSR he seld, ozd cOnsgstectlyvsupported the ~guick atvailnment of-
independence by depenoeob peoples.,ﬂ st agaen % e e ol eyt L sy

In the Cameroons, he seid, the administerinﬂ authority hes seen. that nQ9;
militery force could BﬂoP tue demenos of e -whole peopleﬁni:,hh_ T o

: Pf particular Bi{uifibfﬂce at, preaun* e conlinnad, wus.anotber, problem
whioh the Camerooniee people had never b-uated eeroc;iely i their -struggle. for
independence.l This, ee seid, was the czueticn of rcunifying.the. two Cameroons
weich were forcibly. acoareted after Morld War T. - .. . . :ooc o pusit g

Mr. LOBANOY regretted tnat the Councll was conside ing the. Cameroons question
.ein separate parts. Such &n approach, he said, complicated the correct" considera-

i . .
hoov v ey e
SR N i

tion of ‘the qucstion as whole...ﬁ, S iy e

o TR R

‘ There were also, he said, nuuerous other obstacles which prevented the taking
of a definite decision OW,, Inpormation on these matters, now 1acking, might be.
evailable in the future, he saidn,_;--__ﬂ_“ ; SANEY A PR B G & s

The USSR, Mr.. IOBANOV yent. oa,,.feit that in thcse cn:chmeteuces i . was,
necessary to. postpone a full.statsment: on, the -questilon. unts u_thc recorfcning of .
the General Assembly in a weekl's time. ¢ f He Joped. that. the Assembly: would conaider;
the questlon in all its @spects, - . ..o o iy i wewlite Foiod g oo canangal

...For, the present, however,. he said, it was. recessary. for. his de 1egapiop;“o
make. some, preliminary. remerks. .. First, he referreq to whap ha terned the, "extreme
internal, fenaion”,in, the territory, for. which be asserted: tae adminlgtering.,:
authority was responsible. | _ | o

L e

s

i ':(mf?,re): ~ i
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There was a lack of basic freedoms in the Cameroons, he said. Becsuse of the
prohibition of politicel parties, a part of the population had been exiled, had
‘been forced to go underground, or had been Jailed, he stated. Massive_manhunts
by military patrols also were still continuing. L : b

Much time had elopsed since the "national movement" began, Mr. LOBANOV con-
tinued. During all these years, the aaministering authority had fought against .
the movement, he seid. The alministering authority always maintained that the
slbgaﬁ‘éf"ﬁhe'ﬁgion des Popuistions du Cameroun, calling for freedom and indepen-
dence, 'did not re?resent the will of the population, he sdded. However; according

to the ‘visiting mission, this slogen had now been adcpted by all sections of the
population. o

" However, the administering authority, es well as the United Nations, he said,
had tried to show thet the UTC moverent no longer existed in the territory. Despite
the "uﬁfrienﬁly feelings agajnst tie UPC, heeddzd, the visiting missica's roport
daid describe_the'“horrible measures” used to eradicate and desiroy the movement
by military forces, provocetion and sland=r. o _

" The visiting mission's »eport 1tself, the Soviet representative said, stated
that, as a result of the military measurec taken by the administering esuthority,
the UPC movement had ceased to be an effective force.

No matter how often it wes aqsert ed that the movement had ended, he said,
he found it hard to believe aé long as the people still supported that movement .

The visiting mission's »eport, Mr, LOBANOV added, descxribed the high cost
of the reppreséion of the movement, which included the loss of the "beloved leader”
of the UPC, Ruben Um Nycbe. The mission, he ssid, found grounds to coxndern the
UPC for deeds f01 which it should not be held responsible. Kowever, the m*ésion
lacked ‘the ' courage or objectivity" to condemn the death of Mr, Um Nyobe, an
event considered by all as a "national loss,” he said.

Mr. LOBANOV declared that the UPC movement was now being supported more
strongly than ever by tﬁe'whoie of the population. Therefore, how could it be
sald that the movement had been eradicated? And how could the future of the
Cameroons be settled without the pafticipation of the UPC%

Measures to normalize the situation were needed, he stated. The visiting
mission noted that demands for a broad amqesty were heard from every section in
the territory, 'and it believedthat the adoption of such a measure would be a wise -
step.

(END OF TAKE 1)
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Continﬁing, Mr. LOBANOV {ussr) declared that what the territory needed was an
unconditional smnesty, not a restricted amnesty; Only ebout 15 to 20 persons
had applied under the 1958 amnesty lew, he said, while thousands of people were
still in jail.

A broad, unconditional emnesty, he said, was the cornerstone of all measures
for normalizing the situation in the Cameroons. |

Mr, LOBANOV stated that a decision on the future of the Caqeroonslcould be
made only after the “"crisis" in the Camerocns, resulting from the action of the.
administering authority, had been resolved and satisfaction had been given to the
TMprogressive eleménts“ vhich he gaid stood for peace and freedom.

The USSR, he went on, supported the demand for the holding of simultsneous
elections in both Camercons, & step advocated by the"progressive elements" which
he believed was supported by ell Cameroonians. _ '

The administering euthority, however, he said, hed percistently refused to
hear the "voice of reasson." The elections held in the French Cameroons in 1956
took place in an atmosrhere of "military repression,” Mr. LOBANOV stated. Only 20
to 30‘per cent of the registered volers took part, he said, while practically the
whole populetion of the Sanaga-Meritime region boycotted the elections.

The USSR, he declared, felt it necessary to issue a warning that, under the
present conditions of the rising liberation movement, the use of force would not
suffice to keep dowﬁ this movement, The administering authority, he charged, had
sought to split national movements and to create dissension smong them. This, he

said, was the situation in the Cameroons. He asked what could be the real motive
behind this effort.

(more)
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HSI-KUN YANG (China), the next speaker, sEid tHe" Gouncil vas duty-bound under
the General Assembly s Tesolution té”examiné-the'visiting mission's ‘reports and to

5

transmit its observations and recommendations on the future of the two trust ter- jn_ﬂf
ritéries. B o o . ; . o

He praised the reports on the‘two”terfitorfeai'Etating:thattthe visiting mis-
sion's conclusions and recommendatlons were elear-cut and to the point._ Turning K o -
the French Cameroons, ‘he Sald thls report was a eignlficant contribuuion in facrli-q;:
tating the accession of the territory to independence. The Counc1l he relterated,zg.ﬁ
could do no less’ than to transmlt 1ts recommen&ations to the Assembly 1n this re- .
gard. ) . . |

Mr. YANG pointed out that he hai twice been a member ol earller V151t1ng | :
missions to the Cameroons, and that nothlng gave him more pleasure than to see, the -
territory peacefully and progressively reach tne goal of independence-hr o mgE L |

Stress 1ng certaln conclns;ons in the repo*t, the representative of Chlna noted; ;m
"yith satisfaction" that under tne new statute, the French Cameroons had been given
full autonomy and that the people had the capacity to asaume the respon51bil1t1es of.
independence’ (paragraph 151+ of Doc. T/:Lha’() - . o

Important issues relating to independence concerned the representative charac-
ter of the present Legislatlve Assembly and the question of holding elections under
UN supervision before the termination of trusteeship, Mr. YANG recalled. The
visiting mission recommendations on these matters vere conc1u31ve,f he fe]t.

Mr. YRNG wert on to express satisfaction over the statements by the Cameroonlan
government that, before the rlme of 1ndependence, by-elections would be held in the _
region where disturbances had occurr 2d and that further "broad“ amnesty measures. “..
would be instituted, e e . -

His delegatlon, he . sald, would "wholeheartedly“ eupport the V1s1t1ng m1ssion s

conclusions and” recommendatlons on the future of the French Cameroons.

(END CF TAKE 2)
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There had been many comments in the Trusteeship Council in the past to the
effect that good government was no substitute for self-government and that target .
dates were not the same as the granting of independence, Mr. YANG (China) continued.
In the case of the French Cameroons, where self.government was a fact and where the
people requested independence, was the Council going to reject this request? he asked.

Chirz, he said, was ready to vote for any resolution which would give a "bless-
ing" to the territory's achievement of independence on 1 January, He congratulated
France for its "excellent work" ard also the people and leaders of the territory for
their part in the birth of a new state. At the appropriate time in 1960, his
delegation would be ready to welcoma the new state into the UN.

Miss MARTHE TENZER (Belgium), the last speaker today, said that the Council did
' not often have a case where a decision was so easy as in this one.

The Legzislative Assembly had been democratically elected and was fully sup-
ported by the Cameroonian people, she said. Furthermore, the "autonomous" statute
now in force made it "very clear" that the Cameroons would achieve complete inde-
rendence at the end of the trusteeship regime. There were guarante?s that the
Cameroons would be able to assume the responsibilities of independence, she stated.

No UN member, she felt, would like to shoulder the responsibility for disap-
pointing the Cemeroonian people by "trying to delay even for one day this longed-for
independence." ’

The present Cameroonian government had given assurances with regard to measures
for broad amnesty and the holding of partial elections, Miss TENZER continued.
These were given in reply to the visiting mission's conclusions. "What more could
you want?" she asked.

Indeed, she added, the visiting mission had placed "all its trust" in the
fulfillment of the requirements for independence. Belgium fully supported this
conclusion, she stated.

Since no further speakers were inscribed to speak today, the Council President,
MAX H. DORSINVILLE (Haiti), cancelled the scheduled afternoon meeting. The general
debate on the French Cameroons will be resumed at 10:30 a.m. Monday, 16 February.

(END OF TAKE 3 AND PRESS RELEASE TR/1466)






