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MA/enl 

REQUEST FOR ORAL HEARING 

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): Before we continue the 

consideration of the situation in the Cameroons under French ad.ministration, I 

wish to give the Council information concerning two petitioners --

Prince Alexandre Douala Hanga Bell ancl Hr. Paul Ngondjeu -- to whom the Council 

decided to grant hearings. 

Prince Alexandre Douala r-Ianga Bell, who wishes to be heard on the situation 

in general in the Cameroons, has just arrived in New York. He has informed us 

that he has not yet had an opportunity to study the documents which he must study 

and he has asked to be heard. tomorrow. I sum:;e st to the Council, if it is 

agreeable to the members, that we should. hear him after we finish the questioning 

period. 

It Vas so decided. 

The PRESIDENT ( interpretation from French): Hr. l'Jgondjeu has asl-.ed to be 

heard in order to protest against the decision taken by a private co!npany to 

dismiss him. He has sent a telegram to the Secretariat in which he asks tho.t the 

cost for his travel to New York be paid by the company which dismissed him. 

Obviously it is not possible for the United Nations to adopt a decision to that 

effect. Therefore, I suggest that the Secretaria·t should inform the petitioner 

accordingly. 

It was so decided. 

AGEi:DA ITEiiS 4d. and 5 

EXAMINATION OF CONDITIONS IN 'l'HE TRUS'l' 1'illITT20RY OF 'I'lill CAl-i:SROOJITS UNDER :FRENCH 

ADHINISTRATION: (continued) 

(a) ANNUAL REPORT OF THE J-.DiaNIS'l'ERII~G AUTEORI'rY FOR 1956 (T/1351, 1354, 1363; 

T/L,813) 
(b) PETITIONS RAISING CEHERI .. L QUES'.rIONS (T/L.813; T/PE'r.4 and 5/11; T/PET.4 and 

5/1.15, 16, 17 and Add.l and 2; T/CCi-i,4 and 5/L.2; T/PET.5/L.416, 417, 430 

to 432, 434 to 451) 

At the invitation of the President, ·Hr. Deniau, special representative for 

the Trust Territory of the Camerocns under Frend~ Admini_stration, took a :plac! e at 

the Trusteeship Cow-1cil table. 
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Economic advancenent ( con tin._1Aec~) 

T/Pv .. sG·, 
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llr. KELLY (Aus~ralie.): He are ~11 1 I tbint, aware of . the impact on 

Africa of social_processes involving the proletarianization in urban areasqf . 

hundreds of thouso.nds of Africans. 'I'his condition, which is often voluntarily 

adopted by Africans, is, of course, unclesirable and its growth is by no means 

an inevitable sociological development. 

The questions I am about to put a1·e in part prompted in this connexion by 

a. reacling of pages 113 and 11!~ of the report on the Cameroons under French '{1-i ~/ 

administration. 1-iy first question is this: As access to the means of productioi:'Lt~t; 

by families within the traditiono.l collectivities may offer a scope for the ' • ~ 

scientific application of co-operative principles on the basis of widely 

distributed property rights, I should like to asl~ the special representative 

whether the Cameroonian Governme,1t has given o.ny thought to the elaboration 

of policies clesic;ned to avoid the evils of proletarianization in the Territory, 
~ 

In other words, is the Comeroonian Government positively endeavouring to ensm:e 

that Carneroonic.n peasants and working people remain in.possession of personal 

or co-operative rights to the use or ownership of the means of production? Hhat 

I have in mind is, of course, the larger and the more general aspects of policy. 

hr. DEHL''.U (Specio.l Eepre::ientative) (interpretution from French): The 

rqJresentati ve of Australia ho.::; spo '.:E:n of the proletarianization of the urban 

masses of the Carae roons and he has c.cl:c,l nc wLetLer the Goverr.,ment of the 

Cameroons is aware of this 1Jroblem. I bel:Lcve that the Government is most 

conscious of this problem, and one of the concerns of the Government and of the 

Administration, which is competent beyond. the G0verm1ent in this 1:iatter, is to 

deal with the consequences -- whicll, in some respects ere de:i,, lorable -- of the 

transforrr.ation of the Carn.eroonion r:ieasant to the uprooted. proletarian of the cities. 

In particular, it has souc;ht to maintain as far as possible the people on the land. 

In some ce,ses, the return to t Le land of people in the cities is pror:ioteu., 

especially in the case of people who are not employed. Sometimes travel costs are 

paid for indi vid.uals and their families in urban centres to return to their 

villages. The socie.l welfare aGencies and the Labour Department are very much 

conce rned with this problem of the proletarianization in urbo.n centres. 
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(Mr . Denian, 
Specia l Representative ) 

The representative of /-;.ustralia ,ms more specific. He asi~ed me vhat 

. were the steps taf.::en or contemplate·d in order to make available to those 

concerned or to give to them the means of proclnctioi:1 if they do not have it yet. 
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(~-1r. Deniau, 
Special Represent~tive) 

I believe that the pco.sants already bave their instruments of production. 

The 'owner shit> o:f land is a European concept 1 but, if the land does not belong 

to theri, tliey nevertheless occupy it and draw frcin it the fruits· of their labours. 

f.s regards the individuals who live in urban centres, a number of 
. . . 

orc;anizat .ions give loans to ·traq.esmen who may · wish to establish thernselvcr.; 

in business so that · they can buy what they ·need. I have already referred to 

this activi'ty on the part of the Credit dtt Cameroon, in· answer, I believe, 

to a: qi.iestion by the representative of Ch:i.na. The granting of loans · to individuals 

who have· a ' trade hut have hot the means to be in businesR on their own is part 

of the policy which I· defined a rnonie·nt ago and which amounts to avoiding as far 

as possible the proleta.riunization of individuals in the urban centres. I believe, 
- . . 

moreover, that this problem is tieu., to a le.r ge extent, to the score of the work 

done which has led to the cities a number of people who then tried to establish 

themselves therP- permanently, 

I wish to point out, hm-tever, that the total poJ?ulation of tl1e urlma centres 

of the Cnmeroons is still very low, since it is less than 250,000 out of a 

population of more than 3,000,000. The figure of 250,000 is, in fact, a very high 

estiniate .' Therefore, I think that this is a ).?roblem which does not concern the 

major portion of the popule.tioa, but concerns SOinething less than 10 Per cent of 

it, 

1-lr. KELLY (Austr8.lia) :I wish to t ;mnk the special representative for 

his reply. I was, of course, awo.re tllat • this p:coccss of proietari('.n:ization had. 

-not pr6ceecled veiry far in the Carneroons ~ i;foat I .had in· mind was the larger process 

affecting other parts of Africa, a process w~1ich in time might seriously encage 

the attention. of the Cameroonian Government• • 

To pass to my next question, I may observe that, as an i..ustralian, I h~1 

noted with interest that in the Territory the princi:ples of the distinctively ,,,.~ 

Australian Torrens Act ol>to.in in the matter of the registration of the titles 

of individuals and companies to certain lands~ and I should like to ask the 

special representative whether there is any corresponding system for the 

registration of titles to the use of land in the traditional co1.lectivities. 



\ 
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Mr. DENIAU (Special F.epresentati ve) ( interpretation from French): 

The Torrens Act originated in Australia and· is considered to be so perfect that 

it• is used in a number of French 'l'erritori~s, especially in the Cameroons, where 

it is called 11 the Registration Regi rne11
• • It allows a number of individuals, 

having possession of the land but not ownership, to achieve ownership outright 

so "chat they can then ne gotiate that :property -- something which they could not do 

when t:1ey simply had titles to the use of the land under Customary Law. 

Cust8mary Law provides for various types of holdings, but, by this registration 

sys tem, the persons concerned, if there is no objection from other parties, 

can transfer title to the use of land under Cuotomary Law into a title of 
I 

o-vr:.ership. Litigation with rego.rd to their property from that moment would no 

longer iie with the Customary tribunals, Rather, such litigation would go before 

a Common Law Tribunal. Registration is voluntary, but it is obligatory for 

non-indigenous persons who acquire a property, and every tiine the rights of the 

seller must be carefully defined. This procedure has the advantage of establishing 

definitively and without contest the ri ghts of an individual to a given plot of 

land, and thus it contributes to this struggle against proleterianization, to 

which reference vras made by the representative of Australia. It makes ownership 

rights much more stable anc:i. thus establishes the peasants on their land and 

governs all the transactions with rega:-d to the land and allows them to obtain 

loans which enable them to develop their land. 

\ ' . Mr. KELLY (Australia ): I do not wish t:o trouble unduly the 

pecial representative, to whoui I am once more indebted, but I was really wondering 

whether , within the framewoi-1-: of Ci;.stomary .Lo.vr, t he r e was any corresponding 

system for the registration of titles to the use of land inthe traditional 

c~es. 

Mr. DENI AU (Special Repr esentative) (interpretation from French): · 

There is i:;.cbed a procedu:::-e of this kind which is knmm as 11 Recognition of the 

custrnnaTy r:i. 13ht 11 and it is a procedure which makes it possible to recognize 

officially , throuch a deed, the customary or tradit i onal ri ghts exerci sed 

upon land by the indigenous members of the traditional collectivity. There is 
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(Mr. Deniau, 
Special Representative) 

a special procedure, introduced by a dec:tee of ,July 1932, which recognized the 

Customary Laws and traditional ri ghts, and it provici.es ·in particular _.:· and 

this is its principal point -- for investigation and wide publicity as regards 

the request for recognition of land rights; so that those who will r·eceive those 

rights should justily ti-ieir ·claims before a judge• A judgement of . the tribunal 

then notes ·this right, and that can be appealed before the· Chm?ibre d 1hornolbgation, 

either by the State or 'by individuals. After the transfer has taken place, 

a record. is made and the file becomes an official record, of which a copy is kept· 

by the pe1'son concerned, one by the i'egional office, and another copy is kept 

elsewhere. Thus, the rights to possession by traditional (:ollectivity are 

preserved. 

Mr. 1mLLY (Australia): I am very 

ri[~hts ·under Customary Law are so effectively 

glad indeed to hear that these • . l 
recognized in the Carneroon9 j but ,'\.....J/" 

apart from the mere registration or recording of these rights, I shou1a. · iike to 

know -- ··i;u~cr I e.sk the special represent~,t:i.ve acco1~dingly -- whether these 

traui•tionr.J.l collectivities have ad.opted any means for fairly and justly 

clistributing rights to the use of hni:l. i reo.iize that this is a: questipp_ that 

falls within the competence; I should imagine, of the Cameroonain Goverrur:ent and 

of the collectivities t hemselves, but I c'an conceive of a :possible mal-clis'tribu.tion 

of ri ghts to the use of land within the collectivities. Is there any rnearis for 

pre,~enting any rnal-distrhiution of the ric;hts to t he use of land in the 

collec·civities ? • Is it a n:atter s:Lr.iply of po1miar control, popular 01· group ---cliscussion? ·or ·what is it'l 



BC/eig T/PV.867 
11 

Hr. DEIUAU • (Special Representative) (interpretation from French): The 

two procedures wliich I have just described are legal procedures. There are, 

however, customary procedures for the granting of land rights. · These customary 

procedures vary ucc6rdi ng to regions and, within the regions themselves, there 

are groups with different custorns. In certain zones-· and. this applies to the 

greatest part of the Carneroons -- the Chief assigns land to various heads of 

families; the latter then assign'the land to persons tinder their administration 

or to members of their family or clan. In other zones, particularly those where 

industrial crops are grown, ownership of the land has become individual , even 

though the ownership has not been recognized under the legal procedures which 

I previously indicated; an individual owns land on which he plants indPstrial 

crops and he carries out transactions connected with this land even though he only 

has the right to use the land. Thus, the land is not divided again by the Chief 

when there is a change of ownership, or when a new ge,ieratiot1 takes over the land; 

rather, it is a question of succession as we know it in European law, even though 

the land has not been granted under a legal procedure, properly speaking. 

As I have already stated, the method most frequently used is that of a 

distribution of the land by the Chief in accordance with customary proceQures. 

This customary method sornetirnes creates difficulties, particularly in the areas 

where there is the most rapid economic development. These difficulties are in 

the first i,1Gta,1ce taken before the cuGtomary tribu:mls. If the dispute is i,ot 

settled by the conciliat ion tribunal 6r the custo~ary tribunal, the parties 

concerned may go before the courts of first or second degree. In other words, the 

land is granted under customary procedures, and differences in respect to the 

.\ g.ranting of land. are fir s t taken to conc iliation tribunals and then to the so­

called local law courts. 

0J Mr. KELLY (Australia): My last question is of a very general character 

and again relates to a matter fallinc; within the competeuce of the Cameroonian 

Government itself. I shoul d like to aGk the special representative whether, by and 

the towns and on the plantations re.:t..;i,.,:--e-1:"-:!:-s+i.:t.:;;--4:ra 

the uce of land fo::c themselves and their families in the coll~e:.c::.t~i.::..v.::i~t:.=i..s;.,;.__.:u..~-..:t.u........,,-

tl1~e~~:;:-;::-=:~~=:-:;;;~-:_;:~;:;i.~~11~1~1"i,~~ais~s~o~c~i~_E:--~~~-l"l':4-.--_-_ ------
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.Mr. DENIAU (Special Representative)(interpretation from French): I 

think that a certain number of particular cases are hivolved here. In a,1y case, 

property belonc;s to the family, to the . relatives of the African. A perso,1 who 

goes to the town does not sell his land; he leaves it to someone in his famil;(, 

who cont inues to cultivate it, That is the most widely used method, 

As I have said, there are special cases in this respect. Workers in Douala -­

the rnajori ty1 if' not all, of '\1hom come f:com the interior pa1·ts of the 

country-~ no longer have any ties with their land. They find it waiting for 

them when they go home, but they are no longer tied to it and do not cultivate 

it .. They live the life of a worker end not the life of a peasant-worker. 

Scr:1e worl:crs on the plantations -- for example, the rubber plantation of Disangue 

-~- have little garden plots of their own; these are not plantations :properly 

speaki ng , In other areas, such as Mongo, the Africans employed on the ba.nana 

plantations work a little planta~ion of their ow11 in their free time. I re gret, 

therefore 1 that it is difficult to make any generalizations in this field. 

Mt~:.. KELLY (Australia): For 

of rnaki ll t:; any c;eneral.izations 

do not minimize the difficulties 

or rights to the use of land•in 

Trust Ter ritories in. 

for the light he ho.s 

these processeG of 

therefore wish to thank the special representative 

this problem, which goes, I think, to the root of 

Mr~_,?ADOT'rI_ (Italy): Hy first question relates 

Terri tor;/ . In examining the estimates f;J r 1956, we have 

has been recluced by about 1 billion fra i:i cs. At the so.me 

to the ~g_~t of the ·6!; 
1 

noted that the expenditure fa 
tir,ie, we notice that about ~ 

50 :per cent of this expenditure GOes to the pa;yrue:1t of salaries of personnel. I n 

this connexion, we note that in addition to this 50 per cent in the ordinary 

budget what is called the operating budget 

francs in the metropolitan budget is spent on the pa;.,rment of personnel. I should 

like to know how much of this amount of 1 )522 1000,000 francs should be charged to 

:personnel servL1g under the jurisdiction of the Cameroons Government. I do not, 

of course 1 expect to receive ai1y precise figures; I am just asking for a general 

amount. 
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Mr. D·Ei'n:AU (Special Representative) (interpretation from French): I 

believe tha.t the representative ◊-f ItalY is referring to the 1956 budget. That 

budget provided for operations prior to the ado:ption of the Statute -- that is, 

the div{sicin tif services between ihe tarneroonian Government end the French 

Republic did not o.s yet exist. The sum in question that is, the sum of 

i. 5 ,·billion francs .:._ was meant to pay the salaries of officials who, because of 

the 6eneral cadre to which they belonged, were paid by the French Government; 

these officials were maGistrates; ' o.dministrators, gendarmes, labour inspectors, 

and so forth. J~fter • the introcluctio11 of the Statute, officio.ls began to be paid 

not according 'to their cadre but · accor'dine; to whether they were euployed by the 
. . 

Frerich G6ver~rnent or the Cameroonian Governme nt. 

Mr. ZADOTTI (Italy): I uni grateful for that answer, because I was not 

very clear as to what the situa'tion became after the implemei1tation of the 

Statute. This division probably .does not· give a correct idea of how much of the 

cost of personnel has been charged against the Territory's budcet. 

r.'iy second question in this respect is a minor one. I woul d iovi te the 

specio.l representative 1s attention to page 3ol~ of the annual rcpo1·t. Under 

sec-t?ion II, we find an item entit led "Tr~ux d 1 infrastructure 11
• 1Ie note that in 

1956 the amount spe11t under this item uecreased considera ndeed, in ·1955, 
r 

the expenditure was 287,000 francs, while in i 956, it was only 2, 000. • I should 

like to _ask the special represeutB.ti ve whether t he followin g L 1terpretation of 
'. ' ,. ' . . 

this decrease is the correct one: the ":~:c.:,2-,y_r::.::i:_ci'~:f.!astructu_re" are chorged, 

not to thts budget, but to the ca:pital e::-:.r;:enu.iture budget. 
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:Mr. DENI.4U (Specia;I. Representative) (interpretation from French): These 

iufrastructure worJrn are provided for in the 1956 budget. . 'l'he figure of 2 million 

i~ mentioned there. Almost .all this infrastructure work is no longer carried o,:: 

't/:e local budget. Rather, it is .carried on the special budget of the plan, FIDES 

and so forth. 

Mr. ZADO'l'TI (Italy) : I . must apologize, because I probably did not use 

-t;~1e correct terminology. What I referred to, in any case., was the investment 

'..ma e;et. I am still somewhat confused by the termir..'.)logy in the working paper., 

,,,·,.e~:e there is this division between the operating budget and the capital 

:t;::,,r~stment bud.set. 

My next que_stion also has to do with a minor point of clarification. 

refers to the second table on page ;i44 of the annual. report, which 

0:1 the production of gold and otl1er minerals in the Territo:i:-y from 1952 to 1956. 
-· 

Af. fe.r as gold is _conc2rned, we find that ,:;he annual . production in 1956 was about 

:fc~r::··~ 1.:' en kilos, and in the previous year was a little larger, but not by very muc11. 

~>o msximum pl'oduction was in 1952,. w.hen ·it reached about eighty k~.los. On the/ 

,~2xt page of the annual: ·report., the total of gold production in . the_ Territory is 

r,:i.ven as 796,419 kiloso I th.ink this is a misprint. Should that be read as 

'(96 kilos, 

Mr .. DE~:TAU (Special Representative) (interpretation from French): Yes, 

that figure is 796 . kilogrammes. 

f:iir. ZADOTTI (Italy): My. next question refers to the production of~ ~ 
tobacco in the Territory. In the working paper, document T/L.813, at 1'.age 16~ 

w~ find that the production of tobacco in the Territory dropped considerably in ~ 

1956 as against 1955. In connexion with this point, I should like to.ask the 

. special representative two questio~1S. First of all, is the tobacco prod1..H::.:;rl in 

the Territory for local consumption or for export? ;;iecondly 1 'that are the causes 

of this drop? W8.s it caused by a bad season or by a lack of interest on the 

part of the farrr.ers in producing this commodity? 
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:Mr.· DENIAU (Special Re·presentative )(interpretation from French): There 

are two types of statistics .;._ the production of industrial tobacco and the 

production of lo6al tobacco . .. • The statistics bearing on industrial toliacco 

produced: by the Bastos Society are about the same :from one year to the next -- a 

constaht level of production. With regard to tobacco produced by the inhabitants 

for their personal use or just for local consumption, there has been a drop in 

the planting of tobacco in the easi of the Camerodns. 'l'his decrease or drop is 

attributed act that the persons concerned prefer to :plant crounci nuts or 

in more ·profit than tobacco • 

.Mr. ZADOTTI (Italy): My last que.stion also relates to a very minor 

• On :pagzs 354 to 359, i-ie have a verj interesting account of 'the . 

opero.tion ol' the: petit'· cqliipcrrent _rural [JOcie:ti11s, n::.d. . the [lt":Olmt~; si;cnt nre 

ehown fn one of the:' colur.:bs ... :t shtn.::ld . li}ce t·o ~sk the special re~resentative: 

Do these figures which appear in: ·these tables represent the c·redit obtained by the 

societies for comple.ting the op~ration;, or ~he total cost of the operation? 

Mr. DEIHAU (Cpe:cinl Represent~tive)'(interpretation from French): · These 

figures ' cover· the participaf:Loh • of the budg~t • in the work done under the syctein · 

of petit equipement rural. This system is described at length, I believe, in the 

report, and the Council is familiar with it since it took a specinl interest in 

the matter two yes.ri:r ago. ·.· This oystem c.ons:i.tits • of associatin~ the inh2.bitants 

or the participation of the inhabitants -- and the budciet of the Camcr.6ons to even 

the budget of the plan. The two are associated in order to effect work of local 

interests. This contribution is either in the form of labour or sometin:es in 
\ . . . 

the form of materials, sometimes in the form of money. • A rural comuunity may 

someti~es take ~he initiative in undertakinr; something under the schen:e of ·'petit 

equ:i:pefuent • rural, and it provides for· the expenditure of a certain amount bf money. 

It ma;'.,r alio plan to iis~ a certa'.in a~ount of labour br of materials. I said that 

any rural community or any coliective group niay take the initiative, for the 

commU:nity which starts this system of · petit equipem,'.:)nt rura3=_, which mal~es the 

request for it, may be a co-operative, 'may be a viliage or commune or any 

collectivity. Now, to reply specifically to the representative of Italy : The 

figures you find here indicate the budgetary participation ,rhich comes from above. 
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. As this is . a very important initiative end 
/I 

operation, I think it would be quite in . order for the Administering Authority / / 

in the fut~re to give, if possible, the amount of the total operation. Owing--

to the success of this initiative, I think it would be very interesting for the 

CounGil to know .exactly what the results are. 
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(J iCTitH urn (Burma) : • : • i;,ry: delee;at-lori has listened:· ,:,i th keeri interest 

to·'the eichah0,e of· questidris and. answers · in the econotnic field that hos 

p:i>eceded 01ny- present intervention; . and' we o.re [,l'e.tffied to find tkit, . as a : : 

• result, :.mu,:::h -·10.luable e.ncl det2.iled. inforination 6n the various· aspects of the 

TerrHory 1 s economy has been brought to ' light. ::This add-ltibnal' ±ni'orme.ti6n, 

to0ether with that which hc,d already been m2..de cvnilable to us in the various 

documents plo.ced before us, gives us, I think, a fairly eccurc.te picture of 

the Territory's economy, particularly with rec,;e.rd to the va rious measures 

(\ ~ / / insti~.uted by the nuthorities, through le6islc.tive a.nd edministrative action, 

lf for he orderly pro6ress of the Territory's economy. However, my deleGation 

! i 
\ y, 
\j \ 

I 

\ 
\ 

c ,nsiders the.t the rate of economic progress -- or even economic progress 

as such - - of a si ven t-e1T1. to:ry is deten~d to_ n l a r 2;e extent by such other 

factors as the ne.tional or ethn::.c character, the psycholobical e,ttitudes, anc::L-

I do not propose at this st2{;e to co into an elaborate theo:cctical 

exposition of this point. I only wish to stress that in examining the economy 

of the French Cameroons, its p1~esent position end its future p:cospects the 

factors which I have mentioned should not be overlooked or even treated 

. lightly, for ve feel that adequs.te knowledge of these matters is necesso.ry if 

we are more precisely to comprehend and evc?.luate the condition and prospects 

of the Territory's economic structure. Since the information in this reg3.rd 

that my delec;ation possesses is n ~ther scanty, I hope the Council will 1.Jec.r 

with me if I now proceed to elicit some information in this respect from the 

special representD.tive and if, in doine so, I ask questions that might appear 

at first 2,lunce to be somewho.t far-fetched or abstre.ct. 

My first question is a.s follows. I wonder if the special representative is 

ina position to tell rue what the C~oonim,:i.s by nat11re a re like? J ,re they, 

as businessmen or a.s traders, enterprisin&, and hard-worl~·; , and have they th~ 

--~~~~;;;;rei~~r=rn~;;;;;;~;;~i-;:w.~~~ilij-sor of busin ing to 

tal<:.e ~caf'culii'ted--rial-:: f.Gx- th_e ]20Ssibil~ty of bettering 

oneself? Or are they, on the other hand, easily content with the lot uhich a 

modest effort vroulc1 yield? In other words do they, comparn .. tively speo,king, 
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prefer .leisure to work7 I should be grateful to the special representc tive 

if he could furnish me with some information in this regard, with due 

reference to the relic;ious and ethnic differences existing between the 

peoples of the North e.nd the fiollth ... ..... 

Mr. DENIAU (Special Representative) (interpretation from F~ench): 
• . ' 

'rhe reply to the question put by the representD.tive of Burma is to be found in 

the geosro.phica l consideration of this matter. It is difficult to describe 

Cameroonians as such. One na s to take them in turn and describe their 

principal characteristics. I will simply mention certain :principal zones of 

the countr;-/. First I shall mention an etbnic &;roup in the Cameroons which is 

especially outstcndinc: in the economic field, namely, the Bamileke R:.: e:; ion. 

I think the best way to see whether the Cameroonians 2,re inclined to this or 

to that type of 2ctivi ty is to see what the si tuntion is a.t the present time, 

and to see whether they are inclinecl tow2,rds this or that activity or this or 

that branch ol' co!llmerce. We :i'ind that the B2mileke, . throuc;hout the ,rho le of 

the South and to some extent in the North also, provide the businessmen uho, 

in each vill2.e:e, carry on the . retail trc:de and do the little jobs o.s 

intermediaries in purchasing supplies for the plantations, and so on. This 
-

is the sort of work which, in other countries, one sees carried on by extrp.-

African nations. 'l'he Bamilek.e are the smr.tll businessmen and store-keepers. 

They also conduct the c:reater port of the export-import trade, and almost ecll 

the transport industry. Also, Baraileke are quite often industrial ,rorkers in 

Douala. 

I think I might emphasize the part played by the Bcunileke in this 

connexion, because their qualities as workers, their er.clurance and so on 

are quite outstnndinc;. They are ambitious in their desire to e,et ahead. 

I hc.ve mentionecl business and industry, but not a c;riculture. 'l'he reason for 

this is that in the :Samileke count:cy it is the women who do the ac;ricultural 

,10r~~ , and they work pretty ho.rd. '£hey are very coura2,e:Jus women. The men, on 

the other hand, are, as I say, the shop-keepers. 

In othe:t zones in the Came:coons we do not find races endowed with such 

c;reo.t quo,lities for s:uall business, e,nd so on. The men in the North o.re, in 

c;cnero.l, either shepherds or f a.rue:cs. The pes.sants 2.re farmers o,nd the 
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Moslerns a1~e. shepherds. They are not . outstznding as businessmen. 'l'hese 

mountain farmers in the North work very hard to ensure an a.dequate crop each 

year, 

I would add that in these zones in the Horth we a.re be0inninc; to see 0. 

migration movement somewhat simila:c to the Bamileke migration move11ent in the 

South', .and we arc ;f ill(Ung mount,:ih_ people around the Chad or ih Nic.;eria. In 

.the South, in the ,:jun:;le country or the coco£.-raising aree,s we f'ind sp1r:ll 

farmers cultiv2.ting th':.: i:c own fa.rms, . and workinc; e.s family c;roups r2.ther than 

as comp.smj_es. However, ·in certain zones in Sane.~,;a ,1e find .them struc;glinc; for 

e;reater profits end a: sreate1~ yield. This is sorneth.in& new in the situation, 

I have, somewhat ro.picily and briefly, sketched the main characteristics of 

the. population in seve::.·al of these zones. I s.polocize if I 119.Ve not ;'°c:ne 

sufficiently ;into cletail, but ii' -the representative of Burma desires additional 

info:crnation I shall do my very best to provide it. 

. U KYl\W hIH (J3µrma): In order to supplement the informe.tfon "hich the 

special representative he,s just been kind enoue,h to provide me Hi th in r epl y to 

my first question, I should like to seek some rurther info1·mation by puttinc; a 

second que,stion tllat is closely releted to . it. , I should like to know pb-zii' 

pursuits in life rire normally mqst associated with prestice from a social 

point of view. For instance, is the acquisition o:.: wealth cme of them, or do the 
·---- -# - ---

people's religious or other beliefs discourage material ones? 

Mr, DENIAU (Special Representative) (interpretation from French): 

I believe that the activities which brin~; most presti2:e and whi ch a :ce sou;ht 

after are those connected with public office. I believe tho.t tho,t is not 

i;eculiar to the Cameroon·s. It is a widespree.d ph1C;nomenon in Af:cicH, .:md in 

the Cameroons it is very definitely the case. I think thnt the first desire of 

any CG.me::cooninn who ha.s stud.ied is to become an official. Inside the civ:Ll 

service, of cou:tse, there is a hier.s.rchy, o.nd pre.j udices ;,;o with it. F'or instance, 

it is considered rnore desirable to be in one particular service than in another. 
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Outside of the civil service, I believe that prestic;e is attached to 

different activities. It is connected with weal.th. Th8re is also the question 

of birth, and thb,t a.lso is connected with wealth. There is acqu.ired wealth, 

and also there are reiigious·factors for·some people. I do not think I can give 

an exact scale of values which are fixed and rigid, for it varies from region 

to region. 

l) !CTA\I MIN (Burma): I should now like to pass to a few question/ 

of a more ·specific nature. My first question in this regard relates to boo.~ 

As we lrnow~ in mo·s·t, if not all, unde::c-developed countries, hoarding is a • ~ 
common phenomenon, and we presume that the French Cameroons is not an exception. 

I should, therefore, lilrn to receive from the special representative some 

information on the followin{; points. 

I should lil~e,. firstly, to know if the Administering Jh1thori tLhas been 

able to er:;tirrate the '"':i zc of pdvttte._hon.rds in the Territo_ry. If so, what 

percen'ta[:.e of the national income do they con.prise? 

Secondly, I should like to know in whic:-1 form these private hoardi_n_gs 

are being held . 
. ~-- . . 

Thirdly, I should like to know what meas_:-1~res __ the Administering Authority 

has taken to releo.se these hoardings by way of providing incentives fo::.· 

investment. --------

Mr. DENIAU (Special Representative) (interpretation from French): The 

representative of Burma h.as asted me the proportion of te:rri tory which had 

in f act been appropriated. I would have to consult statistics for a number 

of years in order to get the proportion of the territory which has been 

registered under the registration . system or under the other system which I 

described prevj_ously in reply to the representative of fl.ustralia. The land 
. . . 

which does not fall under these two procedures and which is collectively 

appropriated or held represents almost t!1e whole of' tho Cameroo~s. Indeed, 

we find ourselves fo.ced here with a practicc.l reality and a juridical fiction. 

All land not owned belonc;s to the Territory itself; thn.t is to say, to the 
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whole commun:Lty. The pracU.cal reality is that everyone cons:i.ders himself 

to b.e .a mem1.ier of some collec_tivi ty ap(i ,reels that he has c. certain rich~ 

. of use or possession over the tribal land, In theo1~;v, most of the land .in 

the Cc:rncroons belongs_ to the Cameroonians themselves• If you tn.ke- a practical 

view of .it, however, . 2nd the idea .is .that the population itself has its 

rights, then most of the land in the C:.i.meroons fc.lls under the right of usage 

of a certain number of communities. 
The . representa:ti ve of Burma also asl~ed me the i,roportion of the national 

revenue as produced :JY private . holdi~gs_. I ret5ret that. I cannot reply to that • . 

We have no c1J.lcula~ions as to the natior1al revE!nue, _tho.t is, to give such 

:figui·es as might be the caoc with a nation which ho.s n more dcvclop::d economy. 

I apologize to the representative of Burn:a, but I do not recall the third 

question he put, and I would ask him to rer,eat _it. 

U KYAW MIIJ (Burma): I believe that, . perh::i.ps mTing to tbc 

interpretation, t 'he ·spedul re.p1~esentati·,-e did not a_qite grasp my question. 

I was prirn~rily_ conce_rned wi_t,h rn·~, hoardinss in the form of 

gold, precious metals o~ jewellery, \.1.nproducti ve savincs, which is a comrr.cn 

phenomenon in most under-developed countries. I believe tho.t it is possible 

to estinnte at i .east th·~ e~tent of these hoardings and who.t pro!,ortion or 

percentage of the national income they ~cmpi'ise. At a.ny rate, sh:ce tl1e 

special representative has asked rr.e to repeat the third part of my qt,estion, 

I shall _d..o so~ 

I· should like to know what measures the Administering Authc.dty ho..s taken 

to effect the release of these private hoardings by providing incentives for 

investment. 

Mr. DEHIAU (Special Representative) (~nterpretr:>..tion f:rom F1·ench): I 

apologize for not having better understood the question of' tLe _rep:cesentative 

of Burma when he first stated lt .' 
. 

I believe in fact that the· si tuati~n in the Cnmeroons is not that of a 

country where a considerable amount of the weG.lth is hoarded in the form of 

jeweller,,.. or fam11,, pro1:lerty or in ·the f " " ~ orm of gold. I think that the Cameroons 
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were known, until relatively recent years, to have a consumer'seconomy. What 

was produced was consumed as it was produced, and very little-hoarding took 

place; there were very little .savinss also . . The home was not considered as 

private property.by the Cameroonians. They moved very freq_uently; the:;:e 

exists a kind of nomadism the:re. Re.al estate does not mean anything since 

land is not individually mmed and trasferable goods do not amount to much. 

Some working tools or some tools that were used in the -home were passed on 

from father to son .. 

I know of. only two examples of hoarding as referred to by the representative 

of Burma, and,that is concerning cattle hoarding ·in the North and the wealth 

belonging to the. chiefs .-in ~he Bamileke country. The shepherds in the North 

consider their animals to be their wealth; they consider them in this way 

rather than as wealth derived from slaughtering the animals. The shepherds. 

are not particularly interested in th_e money that they may receive from .the 

sale of the anirr.als or their products. 

_The second example to wh.ich I ·referred is the 11ealth of the chiefdoms. This 

has a more episodic character. In each chiefdom of the Bamileke country 

there are certain objects which are of great value in some cases; _-in other 

cases they have no value whatsoever. I am thinking of certain statues which 

were imported from Germany in the last century. They are the property of the 

chiefdoms an_d have no real value. They are inherited frpm one generation to 

the other. _The general situation is, as I have said, that whatever is produced is 

usually consumed right away, so that the last question ot; the representative 

of Burma cannot be answered satisfactorily. There has not . been. any hoarding. 

_Therefore, the problem of reintroducing hoarded wealth into the economy does 

not arise. I might add_, on the contrary, that there is the problem : 

of' encouraging savings .. In mentioning this, perhaps I am not replying to the 

representative of_ Burma directly, but I an , referring to Dor:cthi~g tho.t ir.terests him. 

Some of the production of the Cameroons should be set aside as savings. 
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Until recently almost .everything that. they earried or produced was 

immediately ·consumed. But now we note that a part of this is indeed being 

saved, ·mostly in era.er to obtain better housing or to buy modern instrU.'llE!nts . 

or tools. I think this is something that may be of interest to the ·· 

representative of Burma. 

• · 9' s U !(YAW MIN (Burma): I wish ·to than.< the special representative for 

\n~ba.J ansver. I find that part of' rrry next question Ms been dealt with 6 J partially by the i=;pecial representative. However, there are a fev points 

\J31hich have remaj.ned unanswered. My question relates also to savings 

institutions. · ' I should. like to. imow, for instance, the numbP,r of savirtgs • -
i~utions. in the Territo§_.second:J.y, how widespread they are and the_ 

acce~y of · t.be--indi-genous-rnliab-itMts, part~~-h ·1-;;~r 

incomes; and thirdly, the rates of interest that these institutions ofrer-: 
------ -·-

Mr. DZNIAU (Special Reprei;entative}( i nter:pretation from French): 

As I have indicated~ the question of . savings :fa a very rie-w idea in the Cmnerocns. 

Somet:unes they save up money :for a specific :purchase which . they have in mind, 

especially when they have marriage in mind .. They do not have systeme.tic savings. 

Very often they save up their products and do not eat them right away. He 

also he.ve the postal-check account:, expecin.lly. in the back country; because it 

offers a considerable advantage. Then we also have the method of saving by 

deposits in banks,· which is quite ; recent . .. Tb.e interest varies from 2 to 5 per 

cent according to the nature of the .deposit. ··Finally; there are different 

farms of credit furnished , by le Crerli t • du Cameroun, • le Credit mutuel, ·le • Credit 

ar.:rico1e, le . Credit artisanal, and so on. ·· · Different .forms of loans are based -

upon a deposit·made by the person i;.sking for . the loan . . 

I · think that there are several rnethbdr; of ·saving '.\-rhich are made available 

to the inhabitants, according to the objective sought·by.the savings. 
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U KYAW MIN (Burma): My next question relates to the . Cameroonian 

currency. I should like to know by what assets other than the French f~anc -the Cameroonian currency is backed? Does the law require, for instance, that 

the Cameroonian currency must be backed by gold or other security deposits .in 

addition to foreign exchange, and if. so, could the special represent§l-tive give 

me the percentages? 

. Mr. DSNI/l.U (Special Representative)(interpretation from Fre:n~h): There 

is no Carneroonian currency, properly speaking. The Cam.eroonian franc is the 

franc CFA, which is the same in all the li'rcnch African territories, with the 

exception of the Scmal.i coast. Hence there is .Ilo Cameroonian currency and the . 

franc used in the Carneroons is the same .franc that is. in use in Dakar or in. 

Brazzaville. Indeed it is based on the .metropolitan franc. 

U KYAH 1-:IN (Burma): Could the special representative kin~y clarify / 

whethe1· . or not there are any restri.ctions on the transfer of profits b forei ~J,.,_,__ 
based companies and business concerns to their repective home countries. ~ 

answer is in the affirmative, could the special representative tell me .the •• 

extent to which and the manner in which such control is exercised. I should : ¾ . e 

like to know if there exists in the Territory any lavr or . regulation which reqm.res N. 
compttlsory reinvestment in the Territory of a certain portion of the profits 

earnea oy foreign companies? 

Mr. DENIAU (Special Representative)(interpretation from French): .. There 

exist restrictions c~ncerning the transfer of currency from other zones to the 

French zone where the Cameroons is located. There are no restrictions on transfers 

from the Cameroons to France or to other countries in the French-franc zone. 

This is done by nonua.l , banking transfers. . The re-export of company :profits is 

then under the control of 1 10ffice des changes, which verifies the regularity 

of the process. There is .no ;regulation for reinvestment of a r-n.rt c-:f JlI'C'fit, 
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but there are heavy deductions· as regards :profits which are reinvested in the 

Territory; that is to say that the taxes are lightened ~n company profits which 

are 'invested in the Territory, and this amounts to the same thing. If the 

. • are k~ken out, tl~ey are subject· to . heavi~~ taxation than as regards 

• .,_, O spot, 

U KY.AW MIN (Burma): May I now touch briefly on the question of 

taxation. I' wonder · if 'the special reprosentati ve is i~ a position to 

enlighten me as to whether the Administering 1\uthori ty,; on behalf of the 

Cameroonitin Governinent·, has entered into any bi.lateral or multilateral 
. . ~. 

agre:,ements with'fcrei[ii. governments whereby the profits earned. by for~ign 

co~pnn:ten and conllne :ccial entei'p:dses Operat'ing in the Territory would be 

exempted from double taxation in their· respecti ;e hor~e co~tries: 

Mr. DBNIAU (Special Representativ~)(interpretation from French): The 

Trusteeship Agreement provicles that the Member States of the United Nations 

should not .be dfacrimi~at~d against in the ' Came roons. Therefore, there o,r~ no 

bilateralag:feements involving the Cameroons. There is no such agreement as 

referred to by the representa.ti v·e of B~rnia. Such · agreements would viola te the 

Trustecsh(f ~ement which ·authorizes equal treatment for all Member States of 

the Uni t~fotions. 

I should like to know if a system of~ 

ta ation exists in the Territory. • If it exists, could the special r epr"-rientative 

tell me on what luxury items ·iuch t9.xe::; a.re irr.po:;ecl. I should also like to 
' . . 

know what q_ualitative or ·g_uantitative restrj_ctions have been impos•:!d other than 

licensing or imposing heavy clutj_es on the import of luxury goods. I ask these 

questions because I want to see the extent of the possibility of increasing 

savings by reducing consumption, especially luxury consuniption,of the higher 

and middle income groups, ·which in un<ler-cleveloped countries :~ri?::ds to be rather 

excessive. 
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·Mr. DENI.AU ·(special Representative) (interpretation from French): I do 

not think there is any luxury tax on specific items. However, ve do have 

particular taxes on certain i terns importe~ into the Territory which amount to a 

luxury tax. There is a special tax on alcoholic beverages. This tax may also be 

imposed by corn.mu~'?s. -~11 of the fiscal regulat:Lo~s provide for taxes according 

to the various categories of imports. I am sorcy, but.I do not have the details 

of this matter before me.· I do not have the ad valorem percentage collected with 

regard to this or that product, The tax generally is higher if the product is 

not a necessary or vital cne. If it is vital then of course it is not taxed so 

heavily. Taxes have been imposed on a certain number of products which might 

compete with products produced in the Territory. Companies which attempt to set 

up a business in the Territory are granted special exemptions. This is all based 

upon the economic req_uirements of the Territory, and especially with a view to 

its industrialization. 

U K'JAH tUN (Burma): My next q_uestion relates to population growth.~ 

Considering that in under-developed countries, where the base of capital 

formation is slow and the kind of resources and sl~ills necessary for industrial 

development is limi tea_, the rate of population gro,rth tends to have an inverse 

correlation to the standard of living, our delegation feels that n:.ore information 

on this subject ought to be solicited from the special representative. I should 

therefore like to ask him if he is in a position to give roe the percentage rates 

of population growth per annum -- say, for the last ten years or so -- and also, 

if possible; the estimated percentage rate of growth for the next five years. 

Mr. DENDg_ ( Special Re:presentati ve) ( interpretation from French): It is 

most difficult to mate available such statistics in a 'country like the Cameroons 

where social registration is a very recent practice. The development of the 

population is recorded through censuses which are undertaken locally from time to 

time, so that there may be statistics going back five years for one subdivision 

of a region and much more recent statistics for another. In view of this, it is 

most difficult to estimate the percentage growth of the population. An over-all 

census would be required for this. 
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What I can give ._ to the repres~ntative of Burma is not, real population 

statistics_ but some _indications . . · It . seems that the population is growing very 

rapidly in some parts of the Territory and that it is quite .ste.ble tn other 

parts. Population grm.th . has been constal"!,t in the Bamileke mountai1n region, 

This also applies to the .northern mountain region populated by heathens. 

In other zones in the north, there is no population increase. 

In a certain number of areas in the centre of the Cameroons, iri the 

plantation region, . it seems th2:t ~he ,population is relat:i, vely ,stable. Many young 

people are ,moving to the cities. :C:r:t . the east, .which was ravaged by disease some 

• years ago, . there has been a resumptio_n of the population growth since the disease 

has been eliminated. 

I regret that I cannot be more specific in my reply and that I cannot 

project the population growth into the future. I think the outlook for the 

coming -years is somewhat in line with .what happened in the past -- that is, 

we will have considerable population c;rowth in the mountains and relative 

. stability in the lower areas. 

U KYAW MIN (Burma): I thank the special representative for that reply. 

course, I can appreciate .the difficulty in providing the statistics which 

I called for. However, I wonder if the special representative can give me, 

instead., the annual birth rates and death rates W'r tboqsand for the some period. --
Mr. DENIAU (Special Representative) (interpretation from French): There 

are approximate indications of this in that part of the report relating to health 

matters. We only have :partial statistics. I would find it difficult to give a 

satisfactory reply here. '.l'he figure_s with respect to death and birth rates have 

been. provided by the_" Health Service, but we should use them with great caution. 

For exe.rr.ple, to consider only _the people who have registered at hospitals and 

so forth would be insuffi~ient. 
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U KY.AU MIN (Burma): I have one last g_uestion. The special 

representative told the Council in his opening statement that the export of 

~ increased from 66,ooo tons to 85,000 tons duri~g this year. But we 

in the Secretariat working paper on page 15 that the total tonnage of bananas 

exported for 1956 was 78,910 tons. . I would be grateful .to t,he special 

representative if he could indicate which of the two figures is correct. 

Mr. DENIAU (Special Representative) (interpretation from French): The 

figures which I have in my possession indicate that the export tonnage for 1957 
was 85,000. Exports for 1956 amounted to 66,ooo tons. I do not know where the 

figure of 78,910 tons co~es from. It is probably a _tentative esti;111ate. Sometimes 

·we have actual :production fi.gures, sometimes we have estimates and sometimes 

we have customs figures. I do not know .exactly from where the figure . of 

78,910 c_omes. At any rate,, it is not _correct. I can make an investigation. 

I am sure I will find it somewhere. 
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U KYM! MIN (Bunna): I believe that the mistake was mine. The 

78,910 tons refern~ 
u . ' 

I ·believe 1 to the 1956 production, and not to 1957. 

Sir Andrew COHEN : (United Kingdom): I have onl~' a very small nuiu1:ier of 

on a subject which has . not,' I believe, been touched on in the 

questioning.so far: the subject bf civil nvia.t:l.ci'n, ·which is dealt llith on 

pages 163 a11d following of the reriort, 

It seems to my delegation that civil aviation is of some importance in the 
' ' · ' 

e'con·omic clevelopment and openin'g up to new development of a country like the 

Carneroons. tTe . have noted from the report that norodrome construction is still 

going on and that there are ' now some twenty aerodromes, of which twe·lve can -b~ 

·\.i.sed by JjC 3, nine by DC ·4, arid two by bigger ·,i.ircrcift, Bu:t what was of interest, 

to · us Vas the •eight airstrips which are too small for DC 31 s,· I ·nhould like 

to ask \That ·type o'f aircraft -- I a'Tl not so much interested in the ini.rtictilar" 

makei° oi' ail•craft, but what general type -- use these sinaller airst:r·ips. 

Hr. DENIAU (Special Representative) (interpretation from French): A 

number of companies have regular services in the Cruneroons, but usually they use 

large aircraft which cannot use these airstrips. There are sm0.ller companies, or 

even individuals, which make local trips, such as the Societe des Avions Heyer., 

They have a number of aerodromes in the back country, and they transport such 

items as meat between various points in the rrcrritory, But the big ccmpanies, 

in addition to the regular service through Douala and such other points also have 

smaller lines going to Ngaoundere, Kribi, Foumban, Batouri, etc., to mention only 

a few. I am only attempting to indicate that a good deal of the back ·country is 

served regularly by small aircraft belonging to large companies, such as 

Air France. 

He also have a number of airstrips at the subdivision level which are used 

by military aircraft or to serve lid.ministration aircraft, for example, when 

emergencies arise. In such cases as rescue operations, these small airstrips are 

used.. 
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Sir bndre,r COHEN (United Kingdom): We see from page 166 of the report l 
that in 1956 passenger traffic increased considerably; in fact, by something like 

ten per cent over the previous year, Did this increase continue in 1957? Does it 

reflect an increasing air-mindedness in the population of the Cameroons generally? 

Are more people using these services,.or are the same people using them more often? 

1-Ir. DENI.AU (Special Rep:::'esentative)(interpretation from French): I do 

not have the figures for passenger t.raffic in 1957, but I can assure the 

representative of the United Kingdom that these figures have increased, as have all 

transportation figures. This indicates development in the economic field and, as 

the representative of the United Kingdom assumes, also indicates a new interest in 

air travel on the part of wider sectors of the population. Quite often, for 

example, Carneroonian businessmen and their families who would not have thought of 

travelling by air some years ago, now do so, particularly in order to.move between 

the North and the South, as well as for longer trips. I believe, therefore, that 

this increase reflects, on the one hand, a growing economy and, on the other, 

more taste for air travel. 

Sir Andrew COHEH (United Kingdom): My next question deals. with the 

training of air crew and ground staff. On page 165 of the report it is shown 

that Cameroonians are in training locally as radio operators, assistan·i:; .aii. •. 

traffic controllers, etc. and also there are scholarships for them i'or further 

training at 1 1Ecole Nationale de l1Aviation Civile a Orly. Have any of these 

tnl.inees yet shown themselves ready to take this special course of training at 

Orly? 

lfr.·DENIAU (Special Representative)(foterpretation from French): I 

cannot reply to the representative of the United Kingdom on this point. I do not 

know whether, in 1957, any trainees actually went to take the courses at Orly. 

I think they have gone, but I do not know whether or not they have returned to 

the Territory. 

Sir Andreu COHEN (United Kingdom): Finally, may I ask the special 

representative whether any Cameroonians have yet come forwa:cd for training as 

as pilots or air crew? 



VM/enl T /l'V, 867 
43-1~5 

i-ir. DEm:AU (Special Repre~entati ve )(~nte;rpretation frcm French): I 

·.b.elieve that the.re .are some radio cperators who are Camerc•cnians, but, as far as 

• : :i; . knmr, there are . no Cameroonian pilots . or navigators at, present. 

The PRESIDU:N'r (intel:pretation from French): The re_precentntive of the 

S'.)viet Union has reserved his right to ask questions at a subsequent meeting. 

~' 

r,Ir. BOLZ BEH1\ETT ( Guateme.la}( interpretation from Spc.nish): 1-ly ciuestion 

the nss_ociation of the. 'l'rust Territory with t:i.1e European ccmmon _____ _:..---

!18..rket. . In reply to a question a few days ago, the reprecentative of.' France 
"""- -stated. the,.t. the Cmneroonians .were consulted with regard to the association of the 

l Territory witll the European comwon market because their representatives on .the 

central organs. of the French f{epublic participated in the debates in those bodies 

wh~n the terms ., of the Treo.ty ;of Rome were considered, . However, my delegation 

,-would like . tG know i,;rhether. ~l+e House of As 9e1~bly of tlle Come_roons was consµl ted 

as . -to the assqci~ti(?n of tqe Territory idth the European common marlwt, or whether 

the representative institutions of the Cemeroons were consulted in any ,ray or 

allowed to give an opinion with regard to the matter, This is the first part of 

my g_uestion. 
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?;he second part -of my question is• as follows. Could the special 

representative tell us whether. the Camer9ons will have representatives pn the 

central organs of the Organization for European Economic Co-operation, and if so 

. vhat . will be their function and status 1. 

Mr. · KOSCZIUS:<'.:0-MORIZET (France) ( interpretation from French): The 

Cameroonian Government wns consulted in regard to the association of the Cameroons 

with the Common Mnrk2t, and this ·was .done although nothing in the Trusteeship 

.. Agreement or the Statute obliged the French Government to do so. I made it 

clear last time that the Cameroonian Government, through its Minister of Economic 

Affairs, had pnrticipe,ted in discussions concerning the Common Market, both 

w:ithin the Economic Organization for Overseas France and also at a meeting of GATT 

held in Geneva. Also, deputies from the Cameroons took part in the debate held 

in the . National Assemb.ly .on the Common Market. • 

.The Common M~r~et is. aboll,t to .be introduced, as everyone knows, and I am in 

a position to state that it is the intqntion of the French Government to ask for 

representation of' ,the ,Cameroons, ~articulo.r.ly in. the central organs of the OEEC, 

but France is not the .only ,.pa;rty concerned and discussio~s w:i;ll have to be held 

~ith the co-signatories~ 

Social andeducationa,l advancement 
• -

Ivrr. ~,ALS.AlViENDI .(UNESCO) (interpretation from Spanish): I ha'! 

honour .to ].)resent document. T/1354 in which Council members will find the comments 

rrade .by .UNESCO upon the annual report on the Cameroons under French administration 
\ . . . . . - . 

for 1956. .In this docyment,, UNE.s.co notes that it w,ould be helpful if m?1e 

information were provid~.d ab9ut the ge.n,era_l programme . of'. the. Educational_ Bureau 

. and the quanti.ty and tYl)e of textbooks which have been published. We should also 

like to see how the Inspectorate of Education functions.at present; in spite of an 

increase in the number of officials, it would seem that the staff is .still 

insufficient. Under this same heading we . emphasize the fact that. education is 

free in the official establishments and that facilitles are provided for training 

teachers. 
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Mention is also made of the progress achieved in education ge"nerally_. in 

primary, s·econdery and ·technical ·education. Hith r ·egard to the financing ·or · ·. 

education, a -discussion of this is to be found ·1nthe next chapter of -the 

document and, as was the case last year,-UNESCO f eels that it would bebetter·to 

have a clearer statement on how the territorial buclget covers the expenditures. 

He should • like · to know :t;he :per<fontage . of· the total budget of the·. Territory which 

is devoted_ to education • . 

UNESCO ·notes a considerable increase in the m.imber __s.f b oys and _K:ir~­

attending official pri'irt!te and public ·schools, but . although the number of children 

attending the schools·.:. is satisfactory we feel that there is not a ver y 1-iell 

bala nced distributiCno There should be a greater school attendance in -the north. 

The :\dministei·irig /1.uthnrity is aware of the importance of t11is problem and also 

of the need to overcome the difference i:ri school attendance as between. boys and 

girls. In view of the figures given · for the numbers of students per class·, 

UNESCO would like to see included in future reports tabies showing the distribution 

· of pupils in the varibus primary schools. 

UNESCO notes in the document that the irio'del school at .Pitoa seenis to have 

achieved its . objective, and this is . feit to be a :re·rr.ar.lmble achievement especially 

since the bush schools are also being so well developed. 

In regard .to secondary education, UNESCO notes that there has been a 

considerable increp.se not only in the number of schools but also in the number of 

classes and pupils. There has also been an increase in the number of students 

taking supplementary courses and learning to be monitors. • On the · other hand, 

• ,Je· note a · reduction compared with 19'55 in the number of students tr!lining to be 

te·a:·chers, while ·the m:imber • ,-ilio ha·ve completeid :their baccale:ureat has increased·. 

In the field of technical edu·cation the indigenous population has had an • 

opportunity ;to' expresJ :i.ts vievis. UNESCO would like to have mor e details of the 

a·ctivities • carried o·n arid the results . achieved . at the Douala centre for vocational 

education.' ·He note that the courses 'have been extended during the year under 

examination and the totai 'riumoer · or- pupils has · increased. The rate · of increa!ie, 

howeve;_, ha·s not been' shiady . and recentl~r appears 'to ho.ve fallen off . somewhat. 
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Grad.untes from the Territc,;ry continue t _he:!.r higher ed1.!cation in France nnd , 

the number of scholarships has been .increas.ed., . but UNESCO would like to know where 

those students are studyin5. In. document T/1354 a detniled·stud.y is made of the 

problem of teacher training, and ,re would like to have more preci~e information 

on the number of: students coming frOII), secondary institutions so that we may_ be 

able _to calculate more carefully the . number of students pr~paring them~elves for 

careers as tea chers. The annual report indicates the existence of refresher 

courses, seminars, conferences and educational and documentation centres. UNESCO 

considers all tpese measu:i;-es to be excellent ancl: as is stated in paragraph 31 of 

our d:icurr.ent., UNESCO is ready to do every.thing it can to assist in the development 

of the docun:entation centre by supplying it with documents and technical advice • . 

'Ihe U:NESCO report . notes that the number of teachers for primary and 

secondary educa~ion has . increased, but it is felt in the present circumstances 

that it would be useful. to continue to n:ake every effort further to increase the 

number of teachers in primar_Y education. 
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The situation with regard to the qualifications of public and private school 

teachers does not appear to be so sat'isfO:ctory. 

Paragraph 36 of document 'T/1354 refers to fundamental education, · adult 

education and popular culture. 

Paragraph 37 deals with culture and research. In this respect, UIJESCO 

feels that more indigenous inhabitants should be associated with the develo1)ment 

of scientific research and that they should receive special training to' that 

end. 

Apparently, the annual report does not contain complete information 

concerning the libraries in the 'ferritory. He hope that more information will -oe 

contained in future reports. 

Ur:!ESCO believes that notable progress has been made in the field of 

mass education, particularly with regard to the Press. A number of periodicals 

have appeared, many of them run by Africans and many published in the vernc.cular 

languages. Broadcasting is now an independent service. There are regular 

broadcasts of educational prosrammes. In view of the fact that the nuni"uer of radio 

receiving sets has risen and in view of the educational value of broadcasting 

in the Cameroons, UNESCO would be interested in knowing how many of these 

receiving sets are mmed by the indigenous population. He would like to know 

whether anything is being clone to fc.cilitate the importing of low-cost sets and 

whether such sets are accore;ed any reduction in customs duties. 

Finally, the ulillfX'O re1;ort d:taws utteDtion to the opening of a pi lot 

information centre at Yaounde and t he incrc!lseu use of visuE:.l information media, 

particularly educational films. 

In conclusion, I should like to repeat that UHE3CO is very desirous 

of co-operating in the work of the Trunteeship Council. 

The PRESIDErJ•r (interpretation from French): On behalf of the Council, 

I should like to thank the rcprenentative of UNESCO for the interesting statement 

he has just made. 
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The meetin2; was Sl;spended. nt 1+.15 p . m. e.nd .1:est::.ned at 4.30 p.m. 

i-'Ir . J;E°J...,D (un·ned States of A'merica): I was very interested · in ·th~ 

corr.ments that the representati 'le of UNESCO has just mcde ·on educ:otio1i's.l ~ 

conditions in the French Cameioons. Eis comments touched, • in a nurrt1?ei· of -: • ~ 

resr_;~~ts, 0:1 the first of the two questions thcJ.t I should lfr:e to address 

-t 
=t 
:1: 
:1: 
:1: 

to ·;:.i.1:-: s:::,cci·o.l representO:ti ve. • I note that educd:tion, especially p:l.'ima:r.y ; ~ .... 

edt.1.c c,;::;ion, in the soutllei•ri pa.rt of the F:cench CD.meroons • is much 1n;re wiiespread ~ ~ _r. ~ 
th8n 7.n 3'the~ parts of the 'l'e1~rito1·y o.nd also 11:01:e t-ridespreacl thl1ri in mDst • '.f /// 

othe:,:· dc:::,cr:.:1ent areas of Africa. According to the figures in the Secr'etariat • 

wo:•k :.-·c;;; r~)::r>:::::•; ·do~ument •r/L.iJJ..3, . the pcrcentac.,e of children of school a.s;e who 

were 1.,:c. ::; ,: ;· 5.1.:1g schooi in th? 8)nth Cameroons in 1956 was 91 per cent.~- that 

is, 200 ,. 000 pupils ciuf oi:' 2 r~ci.;.:.61- ac;e popuiation of 285, COO -- as · compared tiith 

86 J?C~.' c-:::nt in the pre'!iOU3 ~t::c.'.T , In the nor-th Curnei·Oons, by contre.st, . the 

p(;:ccento.,:;e . in 1?56 was gi\'e:c. as ··9.8 pei cerit -- th2t is; 1G, 500 pupils out 

o -£' 2. school-o.;e p:ipulntion of 158,000 -- as compared with 6 r:er cent in the 

p:r.·:,ced:inc~ yeu.r. Could the special · representative comment on the phenomenon 

·of tha:; extremely hi c;h figures for school .attendance in the .South Camerdons, • 
_ __, _ ___,.,:---7"----:---:---- -,,~-,,:-~~::--______ __,,--

rmd. perhc.ps c;i ve his opinion c?t:i i:,he underly1.nc; r ·easons for it? In this 

connexion, what o.:ce the lower and upper limits · of · the sc:hool- a;e ·trie.t is tc.~::en ' 

ir1 t o 8.ccount in these i'i:::;u:c"s? Could the s:)ccia l rep:cesentative also indicate 

why, in his view, school e:tt'encl,.:r:.ce in the 1:orth Cmacro'ons, althouc;h admittedly 

increasin6, is so w.uch lm-rer thon in the ScmLh Cltu£roons? 

Mr . DENI.i\U (Special Repress:;ntativc ) ( interp:ceto.tion from French):· I • 

believe that the r~2.son fo r the school a.ttcnd.ance bein:; mi.:ch higher in the 

South of the Te :cri tory en--:l the reason :f.'o1• its cnly bcc innin:; in the north of 

the Te:cri tory •• should "'ce sou:;;llt in the fact that in the south the taisdcns have 

been 2.ctive for a lone time -- rar:.•:1 -they have ceen active on fertile (;round . 

These are the two factors: on the one hand, there we:ce Christian mj_ssions 

Cc.trolic or Protestant -- anrl, on the other hand, they have dealt with a 

popul ation which was anxious to be eclucated. In the north, these two fact01·s 
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were not present: on the one hrmd, the missions reached that area only 

recently, and, on the other hand, t:t:ie attitude of the population was such 

that until recently it did not ask for additione.l education but, on the 

contrary, was .reluctant to have the youn0 children educated. 

School a c,;e was defined recently by a law of the Legislative Assembly of 

the Cameroons at the end of 1957. It makes it possible to maintain in 

primary schools chj_ldren up to the age of thirteen or fourteen. Previously, 

the school age was between six and twelve. It was felt thc.t six years of 

schoolinG was the normal curriculum. I believe that.the recent development of 

the North Cameroons will continue. The obstacle which I mentioned -- that is, 

the reluctance of the population of the North to have its children educated 

has disappeared, and now we see in the North that people generally wish to 

have their children go to school. 

However, it wi:i.s most difficult in a North Cameroonian school to have the 

children of rich people, of notables, of chiefs, attend school. It was very 

difficult to have the school-a6e ~opulation not consist entirely of children 

of widows, of poor people and of orphans in general. This situation has changed 

recently. Now you see children coming to school from all sect[)rs of the 

population. This is a new trend in the North. The only obstacles now are 

budgetary limite.tions and the difficulty of recruitin3 competent te0.chers. 

The population of the North does not dislil~e, but it does not lil:e, teachers 

cominG from the South. 'reachers must be recruited where they 2i1e available, 

and the teachinc; staff cannot be recruited exclusively on a c:eographical 

basis . . Nevertheless, it is necessnry that the teachers in the North should 

work toe,ether with the teachers :i:'rom the South in order to satisfy the population 

to some extent. 

I believe that the difference in school attendance as between the North 

and the South will gradually dj_minish. 
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Mr . FELD (United States of America): I have one further question, 

deals with l~r conditions in the Territory. In cmmexion with the Labour 

ancl, under that, with the right to strike, could the special representative - • 
describe in some detail the arbitral procedure instituted by the Decree of 

20 May 1955? 

I.fr. DEIJIAU ( Special Representative) ( interpretation from French): The 

Decree of 20 May 1955 has \:!hanged the procedure for the settlement of collective 

labour conflicts. It provides for a process of arbitration prior to the exercise 

of the right to strike. Disputes are cubrnitted to the Labour Inspector, who 

attempts conciliation. If he f ails the dispute goes before an e).1)ert, who draws 

up a report and makes recommendations. co;:1cer,1inG the suoject matter of the 

6.ispute. If his recorr.!nendations are opposed by those concerned, then the dispute . 

goes before a special body, the Council for Arbitration, which is composed of the 

President of the Appeals Court a:1d two assessors. The parties concerned may 

appeal the decision of this body also. The matter might finally go before the 

Supel'ior Court of .Arbitration. The right to strike, properly speaking, becomes 

effective wheu the conciliation procedures have been exhausted. In practice the 

phasing of the differe nt a.rb~trati.on and conciliatio:1 attempts n;akes it possible 

to avoid the actual use of the strike weapon. Most frequently conciliation 

becomes :possible between the tin;e when the conflict erupts and the time when a 

strike would actually take place. 

Mr. F.KLD (United States of Arncl'ico.): I El1ould like to raise one 

subsidiary point in co,rnexion with t'bat reply. Could the special rep1·ese ,1tative· 

give an estimate, based on past eJ~crieuce since this Decree went into effect, of 

how long gene rall-y this process takes'{ I realiz0, of course, that it might vary 

in individual cases, but, as a general thing, about how loug would it take? 

}'lr. DENI.AU (Special Representative) (interpretation from French): I do 

not remember any such dispute which went through all the various a.rbi °t;ration 

sta10es -- that is to say, up to the Superior Court of Arbitration, vhich ccmprises 

the Vice-President of the Administration Court in France: and so on. In practice, 

either there has bee:'!! a partial strike before all the procedural stages hc.ve been 

L 
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gone throughJ or an agreement has been reached during the arbitral procedure. I 

cannot say how long all the appeals and so on would take if every last appeal 

was made use of. The last case in which many stages were reached took up 

something like three weeks or a month. 

YAHG (China): My first question in the social fielcl relates to 

to provide better housing. When the Council, at its nineteenth 

session ,considered thi.s ma·e,ter of iL1proving housing and providing better hcusing 

it was favourably impressed by the energy with which the Administering Authority 

was acting to irr,:prove rural housin~; and at that time it recommended that the 

Admi.nistering Authority and the competent l ocal authorities should pursue and 

intensify their efforts concerning the improvement of housingJ which it cm1Sidered 

as one of the esse:itial factors in the social betterment of the rural population. 

In his opening staternentJ the special representative informed the Council that: 
11 The Societe Immobiliere du CJ.meroun and the Credit du Cm;1eroun have 

continued their activities in the improvement of housingJ and something 

like 150 million francs were lent for construction purposes." (T/PV.863 _..._ ____ ) 
:P8. f~8 33-35) 

In the workinc; paper (T/L.213) prepared by the Secretariat, it is indicated among 

other things, in paragraph TJ, that: 

"During the 1955-1956 financial year the Cre~!t du Caroerom1 granted 

448 loans totalling 205;641,000 franc s, con~ared with thirty loans 

totalling 35J470JOOO francs in 1955." 

I should like to know from the special representative ir· the fi gure of 150 million 

francs to which he n,ade reference in his o:;_:ienL·1g statement represented the tot al 

amount of loans granted during the year 1957. If so, could he kindly tell rne 

what accounts for the sharp reduction in the total amount of loans for the year 

1957 as compared with 205 ;6!1-1 ;000 francs for the year 1956? 
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Mr. DENI.AU (Special Reprcsentati ve) ( :l.nterpretation fron French): 

These two figures do not perta:J.n to the same t;y:pe of activity. ' ' The{ figure 

which js found in the Working Paper in paragraph 78 pertains to the total 

number of loans granted by the ·crecJ.j_t du Conei:ouri for the buiiding of new 

housing, especially i~ rural· areas. The figure 6f 150 million, Whi.ch I gave 

myself, pertains to the ~a.terials i;hich were inn.de available by: the African 

co-operatives for buil'ding by private persons. The figures do not cover the 
same subject. I do not have the figures for 1957 of the total "amount of . loans 

granted by the Credit dl{ Ca"lleroun. I believe that the figui·e is higher· than 

205 million francs. I think there hns been an increase here. I am sorry that 

I do not have the exact figure. 

Mr. YArG (China): I ap:prec::ate tiie clarification, and in case it is 

at all possible for ·the· ·special representative to j_ndica.te to me at one of our 

future meetings the total amount of· loans granted for the year 1957, l would 

be most appreciative. 

The special representative, in his opening statement, made reference·to 

the collective agreei:lents between employers and the 110rkers I unions \Thi eh, when 

concluded, will define labour ccnditions in various branches of activity. I 
wonder if the sped.al representative could throw some further light on this 

point. 

Hr. DENIAU '(Special Re:prcscntat :i:ve)(::ntc1:_:;retation ' from ·French): The 

representative of China has asl-:ed ne to gi vc ll:'.JD. some cupplementary information · 

concernins collective agreements. 

These collective a 6reer:1ents are agreements conclU<led between ·employers 

and workers I unions so as to establish a contract covering all the wor1':.ing 

conditions stich as salar:ies, conditi ons - of work arid the internal security of a 

given enterprise~ This · contract is concluded between the represenbitive 

organizations of both parties a:-id then becomes applicable to any worker cir 

employee 1-rho later enters the business. This form of regulation of work seems · 

to us to be the best one; and that is vhat the labour inspection services are 

lookinc; :for. In other words, above and 'beyond the ' reguiations relating to a 

guaranteed nini.rr.urn: wage or regulations ir.1posing certai.n work.:l.ng condi ti.ons on 

I 
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certain businesses, our Labour Servi ces feel that it is preferable to have a 

general agreement between workers and employers in a given field. Finally, these 

collective agreements can be extended, that is to say, after an agreement between 

an employers' union and a workers' union on salaries at the Territorial level, 

such an agreement can be transformed into an agreement governing all enterprises 

in the Territory. At this time, these _collective agreements are more than . just 

contracts; they become veritable regulations; that is to say, by negotiating 

collective agreements, there is established, not by legislators but by the 

persons involved, applicable regulations which apply to any ind:L vidual in a 

fields. 

(China): In his opening statement, the spec::.al representative 

13 November 1957 a meeting of the Advisory Labour 

under the presidency of the Labour Ninister, in which 

representatives of all the trade uni ons in the Cmneroons parti.cipated. The 

special representative further told the Council that as a result of that meeting 

an increase in the guaranteed mini:num wage was achieved. He also made mention 

of the decre.e of 24 June 1957, issued by the Labour .Minister, which, among other 

things, vrould modify the distribution of seats reserved f'or trade unions in the 

Advisory Labour Comm.i ttee, thus j_ncreasing the representation of the workers. 

I would very much appreciate further j_nformat :i_on on this decree of 24 June 1957. 
My delegation is very much interested in the fact that this decree would modify 

the distribution of seats reserved for trade un:.ons in the Advisory Labour Committee. 

I would appreciate some clari fication as re::;arcls how the representation of vorkers 

is being increased . 

. Nr. DEJTIAU (Special Re:presentati ve )( interpretati on from French): First 

of all, I wish to make a clarification regarding a l)revious question put by the 

representative of China. I have now found the figure asked of me by the 

representative of China, which covers the 448 loans granted and the 205 million 

francs made as loans for housing dari ne 1955-56. The figures for the year 

1956-57 which correspond are: 828 loans and 306 million francs; thus there is 

a large increase in this field. The average unit of loans has decreased in .cuch 

a way as to take care of a greater nu.,nber of rural borrm1crs. 
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I now wish to reply to the second question of- the representative of China. 

The meeting of -the Ao.Yisory Labour Conu:i:L ttee. to, which I referred in .my opening ,· 

statement .was presided ,over by the Labour• l,linister of ,the Trusteeship State. ,. 

I pointed this out because .this was the first time that this · bod.y, 

which includes .representatives .of workers and of employer's, was presided over 

by th':i ·r0s:p0n::;fble Minister of tb:i Camcroonian Goverr>.ment. The work of the ·­

Advisory Labour Corr.mittee has made :it possible to bring about an agreement on -
an j_ncrease • in the guaranteed minilnUln wage; thus, this answers the rE?presentative • 

of China: · this increase l:las been put into force. -The min:i.nn.uii guaranteed as 

regards salaries has been fixed .according to areas; these minimums have been 

increased in all areas, part-icula:cly in those where the·y· were the lowest. 

The representative of China has stressed the decree of 24 :June 19571 

issued by the Labour Minister, which has increased t.he r.,.;,ir..ber of' ·sentG granted to 

the trade unions. 
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.Indeed the Minister felt that it was appropriate. The Minister felt that 

he should increase the representation of trade unions whose activities during 

the year had been intensified. These activities had achieved more results and 

were more representative. The appointment of representatives of labour to the 

Advisory Labour Committee is not always det~J;"mined by the membership. The 

Decree states that the representative character of a trade union is determined 

by the chief of the Territory. I might point out that .the labour code preceded 

the Statute. Now the Minister of Labour determines the representative character 

of the trade union. The person who determines the representative character will 

consider all factors, and that includ.es the dues-paying membership, the 

independenc.e of the trade union and the scope of its activities; which means 

that the Labour Minister will have considerable discretion based upon the 

activities ·of the trade union during the year under consideration. 

An adclitional seat was given to the CGKP, and another seat was given to 

the Vnion des syndicats autonoroes du Came~, because some delegates from the 

enterprises have shown that these two trade unions Rchieved results which were 

superior to those of the previous year. Those trade unions whose representation 

had not been increased have not contested the new allocation of seats. They 

did not object to the exercise of judgement by the Labour Minister. 

Hr. YANG (China): First of all, I should like to express my 

appreciation to the special representative for the additional information he 

gave me in connexion with the question which I put to him earlier. I also 

the full and detailed information in connexion with the question which 

ut to him. 

the working paper prepared by the Secretariat (T/L.813) paragraph 80, 

22, indicates that the t otal medical personnel in 1956 numbered 5,717, 
~ -----. 

of whom 242 were non-indigenous, as against 4,578 in 1955 -- there is a 

typographical error here, it should be 1955, not 195!~ -- of whom 249 were 

non-indigenous. Of course, it will be noted here that there is a decrease in 

the total number of medical personnel for the year 1956 as compared with the 

total number for the year 1955. I would very much appreciate some 

clarification from the special representative as regards this decrease in the 
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total number of medical :personnel for the year 1956. Of course, I noted from 

the 1956 annual report the infonna tion furnished by the Administerin_g Authority 

to the effect that the number of African doctors would continue to decrease in 

future years as a. result of the closing of the African School of Medicine at 

Dakar. But I am at a loss to understand why the closing of the African School 

of Medicine at Dakar would affect the total number of medical perncr..nel: at 

present. I should have thought th3.t that fact might affect the total nwnber of 

medical personnel in the future, but I do not quite understand why it would 

affect the existing total number of medical personnel. As I said, I would 

appreciate some clarification from the special representative as regards this 

decrease in the total number of medical personnel for the year 1956. 

Mr. DEHIAU (Special Representative) (interpretation from French): 

I have before me the figures for medical personnel in 1956. These are the 

figures given in the working paper. But I do not have the figures before me 

and I would. like to verify the 1955 figures, because I am surprised, just as the 

representative of China was, at this decrease, which .seems rather spectacular 

and which I do not think reflects reality. I believe that there has been an 

increase rather than a decrease. Therefore, I would ask the representative of 

China to allow me to verify the report for 1955 in order to see whether in fact 

the figures concern the same category of personnel or whether some other 

category has been mixed in with these figures. I have in mind whether :private 

doctors have been included, or something like that. Would the representative 

of China allow me to give this information somewhat later? 

Mr. YANG (China): I would be only too happy to receive that r 
information at one of our future meetings. I should like to refer again to 

the working paper (T/L.813). Paragraph 84, on page 23, states that during t 

year 1956, 8,210,366 consultations were given by the hospital establishments to 

2,717,832 Africans, compared with 7,821,939 consultations and 2,576,512 patients 

in 1955; and 75,592 indigenous and 1, 766 non-indigenous patients were 

hospitalized for 2,930,062 and 22,839 days respectively. 
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The .. .s~ecial ·representative told the Council the following in his opening 

stat~ment: 

"Activity in the.field of health services -has been making Great 

p~ogress. This can , be seen by the : numper of days_ spent in hospitals, 

• by ~he__million and a: half such days of bospi talization and something 

like : 2,300,000 med.ic;al ·_ ~o~sultaticms.".'. 11 (T/PV.863, p. 33-35) 

' 

. '.• 

• ·-- · .. : 
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(Mr . Yang , China) 

I sho~ld like to know from the special representative what accounts for 

the clisparity between the ,number of hospitalizations and the number of 

consultations as [;i ven by him in his openinc; statement as compared with the 

-numbers given in the Secretariat paper. Once again I should like to indicate 

to hin the disparity between the figure gi ven in the Secretariat paper as .·regards 

the · total number of consultations for the year 1956 of 8,210,366 and the figure 

he Gave of 2,300 ,ooo 1neclical consultations. 

As re c;ards hospitalizatioas, the fi gure in the Secretariat paper is 

2,930 ,c62. But according to the special representative it is ·l.·5 nillion. These 

are t:.1e ·statistics. He will understand that this is the only means by which the 

members of the Council can appreciate the progress·or lack of progress in this 

field· • . Can the special representative clarify this disparity for me? 

Mr. DENIAU (Special Representative) (interpretation from .French): The 

fi gm·es which I mentioned in my introductory statement concerned nine months of 

the year and not twelve months . However, proportionately they seem very different 

from those given for the twelve months of the :year· 1956 in this working paper. 

As far a s the number of days of hospitalization in concerned, I gave the 

f • i' 1 5 • 11 • f •• tl f 19 7 Tl b f d of • • 1.gure o • . · nn ion or · :rune rnon . 1s o •• 5 • • 1e nurn er o· ays /hospitalization 

givenby theworkin;; paper · is 2,900,000 I believe. · '11he figures which I 

have with regard to · the first nine months of 1956 also amount to about 1. 5 111i llion. 

I fear that if I make a comparison between the table which I have before me 

for the first nine months of 1957 and the fi gures of. the working pa.per for 1956, 

I would be compelled to make some calculations. I think it would be pr.eferable 

for 111 e to reply to this question of ti1e r epresentative of China at the next 

meetini; •• Otherwise, I mi ght make a mistake . 1 might confuse. tl."e, consultations, the 

days of hospitalization and the number of individual patients. 'l'he re -are · before 

me about ten columns 'a.nd I t h ink . it would be better if I undertook this calculation 

privately. I will inform you of the results at the next meeting. I .believe there 

is no conflict between the fi 6ures I quoted and those in the working paper and 

that tll.e figures · oo·not ' cover the same statistical categories. 



(China): With your permission, Mr. President, I should like 

.... ~to put one or two questions in the educational field, 

r,.;1- • Paro.graph 88 of · document T/.L,813 states that the operating budget for 

public education in 1956 was 858 million francs as against 875,540,000 in 1955, 
. Evidently there was some decrease .in the money spent on public education for the 

year . 1956, although it is a small one • .. I would appreciate some clarification from 

the special representative as to the reason for this decrease. 

: 1-lr •. DEIUAU (Special Representative) (interpretation from French):. I 

think that the figures are more or less equivalent •. There is no particular 

reason for a decrease of about 20 million franco except that a considerable 

number of European personnel had been made available to the Minister in France 

and had been replaced by African personnel who received less comi)ensation. As 

-you know, .European personnel 

, t _hink that is the reason why 

have to have home leave, travel pay and so on. 

there was a slight decrease.-

I 

' ' 

• / l,ir YANG . (China): I thanl" the special representative fol' that 

vlarification. • 

• Paragraph 89 of the · same document . makes mention 

267 million francs which were. authorized in 1956 under 

of expenditures totalling ------the Deve loprnent Plan (FIDES) • 

I should like to know from the special representative how much was actually spent 

that ~•ear because that figure was authorized for the year 1956. Has that sma 

:included iti the total sum represented in the figure of 858 million francs, which 

was indicated in :paragraph 88 of T/La813'i 

Mr. DENIAU (Special Representative) (interpreta:tion from Fr.ench): No, 

this is not the same budget. ·The credits of FIDES nre credits for .development, 

for construction, and the amount indicated in paragraph 89 is authori!::ed for 

development. .However, I _ have no information. I think the figure sh~uld be 

about 270 ruillion francs. It is customary :that the services which receive amounts 

under the plan usually spend them. The appropriations are usually completely 

exhausted. 
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Mro J.filill:. · (China·): I thank ·the special representative for that 

clarification. , , - •• / 

I · have · one· question in connexion with technical education. Paragra~98-~ 

• of the · same -Secretariat paper states that in· 1956 the total enrolment in the ~ 
twelve ·pulllic t~chnical establishments was 2,241, corrtpared •with 1,417 in 1955. ~ r 
Accordin.'g • to the figures in connexion with · tech11ical education for the year 1955 

as indicated 'in parac;raph 296 of document A/3595, which is the Council's report 

to the twelfth session · o'f the Assembly, the total enrolment in the 28 public 

schools providing technical education 'Was 1,417:, as compared with 1 1 112 in 1954. 

What accounts for the decrease in the- number of technical schools'Z In 1955, • 

as indicated in para.Graph 296, the number was twenty-eight. But in i956, as 

indicated in the Secretariat paper, the number ,of public tedmical educational 

establishments· was · twelve. : There was a decrease of sixteen public technical 

educational establishrrtents ~ 



MH/ek 

Y.1r, DENIAU (Spec:i.al Representati.ve) (interpretation from French): 

I do not know exactly what .is covered here. Perhaps I did not quite fol~ow 

.the _repr.esen:ti;.t:tv!': of_ China. Sometimes these training ·centres are manual 

centre~; etic.; at other times they are left out of t_he calculation .• It depends 

9n__how _broad ,"½he def;tnttion - i~. ;: ,F.or .example, in one .. calculation -we may not; 

. , pave taken intq account the. home : economics centres v;,_hile, on ot he r -occusious, 

·such -course9 .may have. been inc~l1dl.;!<1 'in .. tne calculations, The total of nuch . 

establ:j.shments ,wb,ich we.re o.ounted .may .w~ll have .. been the same, However,; :r: 
, , can assi,i;re ,the representative of ·China that. there .hns been no closing· of any .. 

teqhn~c:al _ed1.):cat.ion. school dtlr ing that :period. 

• . • :Mr, YANG (China): I appreciate . the .. e.ssuran,ce of the special 

pres,entative regarding :the .number of technical. edu0a,tjon eent!'os., }J.ut I do 
• 

draw a distinction between the private and public technical education 

establishments, The reason why I asked the question was that during the 

nineteenth session of the Council we were informed that there were twenty-eight 

public technical education establishments while we were told that there were 

only twelve 'in the year 1956. As regards the private schools for the year 

1955, we were told that there were twenty.; but t'or the yera· 1956 tl':ere 

were twenty-four. Apparently there has been an increase of four in the 

number of priv: ., technical schools while, a.s regards the public technical 

of sixteen. That was the reason why I asked 

f ~question in the educational field. During the 

of the Council the Administering Authority stated that in 

956, the CemP.roo~nti.on of the primary school staff had been 

and that, in consequence, the former principals of schools 

would be released for duty as inspectors and supervisors. At its previous 

session the Council was very much concerned regarding the number of inspectors 

and supervisors vis-a-vis the large number of educational establishments. 
1.Iherefore, I would appreciate the latest information in connexion with the actual 

number of inspectors and supervisors. 
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Mr. DE.NIAU (Special Representative)(interpretation from French): First 

of all I should like to return to the question of technical education as regards 

the number of public establishments. I can assure the representative of China 

that there has been no decrease in the number of establishments for technical 

education as between the two years. On the contrary, in 1956 there were 41013 

students of technical education, while in 1955 there . were only 2,448; that is, 

without counting the private establishments. Those were counted in the total 

figure given in the table. There is no conflict betveen the figures; there is 

only a different calculation in the two documents., 

the number of establishments. 

There has been no decrease in 

As regards the last question of the representative of China, I had the 

opportunity last year to speak at length about the training of teachers, for 

indeed I had myself encountered some difficulty in terminology. The title of 

instituteur is reserved for those who have passed the baccalaureat. There are 

other t eacherG who have not that kind of diploma. This year, particularly as 

regards the question of ins-pection, which was mentioned by the representative of 

China, there are six inspectorates in the Cameroons. Each inspectorate includes 

one individual who has two, or three, or four assistants. However, we spoke of 

only three inspectors because in 1956 only three had the diploma which accompanies 

the status of inspector. Others active in the field were temporary appointees; 

they vcre teachers who were acting as inspectors without actually possessing the 

title. Since then, a fourth inspector of primary education has been assigned. 

He is a Cameroonian and is the first African to obtain a certificate which qualifies 

him as an inspector in the field of primary education. He i? the highest ranking 

African in this field ::.r., French Africa, He is now an inspector in Abdoulaye. I 

wish to emphasize this becat1_se this is the case of a man who passed the baccalaureat 

examination at the age of thirty--two. Some years later he passed his licence 

examination, and a year ago he became an inspector. He was a trainee at Mousgoy 

for a year. He had the advantage of the post-war scholarships and, by his own 

hard work, reached the highest rank in the civil service in the Carneroons and is 

the highest ranking Cameroonian educator. 
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• The other posts • of · inspector· are held1 as I pointed out I by tea.chers who 

formerly ~,ere princii:;c.ls. of schools and are accustomed to respons·ibility. They 

ha~6 several assistants. 

as irispectors. 

There are also some school :principals who are ncting 

My ·last .question concerns -an -observation made by 

the rep esentative of U[IJE~3CO referred to the matter this afternoon 

remarks ·augmenti~e i7rl_tten observations of_Q!:JESCO presented to ~e 

Co\mcil. • This matter is in .connexion with the broadcasting service. I took 

noteo':r the views expressed by UNESCO, and I should like to t3ke this opportunity 

of askin5 the special representative whether anything is being done to facilitate 

the :µii.po .. 1 t of...J ow cost radio receiving sets ·an~o, whether such sets are 

given· any reduction in customs duties. 
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Mr. DLf1L~U (Spec·l1c1l Representative) (interpretat5.on from ?:tench): 

~ecei vinG sets s;.l'e :::·u:cnished to the · population under specie.l conditions when 

these sets are to be used to listen to literacy courses. Hhen a certein 

nw;i-.:,er of individuals have ind.ice.ted. i::.n interest in followins these courses 

and in submitting their work to· the education department for co1·rection, 

c:cedi t l'acili ties are e,ranted by -~he Cr'5di t a.u Cameroun for the pu:cchase of 

:ta.dio recei vine; sets. 

I do not tnink thnt anyspecklcond.itions are L.,r['nted with reference to 

customs duties. The special · conditions :?:·ele.te to the ' purchase of the recei vin::; . 

sets. 

I ,1ould indicate that tne lar~;e m2.jority of radio receivin:_,; sets in the 

Carneroons a.re in the hends o .: C:c ;;.1eroonians. Furthermore, I . do not think that 

the l'i.:;u~:e given by UNESCO whici1 :i.s the official l'i:,;ure for the number of. 

declared radio receivint; sets-,- 0 ives a complete pictu1·e of the number -of such 

sets i;ctuo.lly mmecl in the Cameroons. lndeed, I believe thc,t c:. ver--J la:i.\~e 

majority of the radio receivinc; sets are not declared, bec1::.use to declc:r.e the;n 

w::nlld entail a necessity to pay taxes. The to.x on re.die receiving. ze:cs iE; , 

e.ctually very small, but it does exist and, therefore, the mc.jority of receiv:mc; 

sets L::ce pro-oably not decl2.red by the C2meroonj_ans. That is why I ·think, on 

the one hand, that the num1Jcr of receiving sets in the Cameroons is actuclly 

vci.'Y 1r.uch lar{;er th~'.n indicated &nc., on the c-thc1.· hand, that · Jche ve17 1.:,reat 

m2.jo:c:i. ty of the sets r.re in the han:ls oI.' Cc>i:1,~:;::ocn:i.ons. 

Hr. YAr:G (Chino): J.s I he•re. Si..'.i<l 1 rny delee:,rst:Lon is very r!luch inte:cestel· •
1 

in broudc2.stin:, as an independent se:·vice in the 'l'erritory, und ue very much 

app1·eciate the efforts me.d.e by the Lclminis-te1·:Ln6 Authority in this 1.·ecm:d. T,le j 

note that in 1956, 10 million francs ;.a~ent gn equi;J;w,ent. Could the spec~al 

represent2,tive 1:::, ive us :m est j_mate oi' the number of rndi:::> receviins sets in the 

possession of the j_nd.:5.::,enous populatibn of the Cameroons? 

Mr. DEI·JIAU (Special I'lepresentative) (interpretation :.LL·om F1·ench): 

h.s I have 2.l:i:ead.y indicded, the only official information which ,1e hz.ve is 

the nwnbe::c o;.· 1·ecei vine:, sets that hio,ve been declm·ed.. Now, the. nurnber of sets 
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declared is very much smaller than the number of sets actually in use, Thus, 

the estimate which I shall give the representative of China is an absolutely 

r,2:~sonal one and is not based on any official statistics. I would ima;; ine that 

only about one-third or one-fourth of the sets in use have been decle.red . . 

Hr. YAr-:G (China): I should like to special representative 

that all his answers to my questions have us v:ery much to understand and 

cppreciate the efforts made to promote th of the indic;enous population. 
----7------'-------..:. _ _:_____:,___:~---

Mr. MITRA (India): In the li(.;,;ht . of the information c; iven in_ answer to 

questions put by the representative of China, I hc.ve only one or two questions 

the special representative. 

My first question relates to medical personnel. As the special representative ---is aware, my deleo;ation is very much interested in the traininG of C21ueroonian 

personnel, particularly in those fields where the number of qualified Cameroonians ------
is ro.ther small. I should therefore like to lmow the exact number of doctors 

o:f indi~enous orii:; in -- whether holders of State diplomas or loco.l doctors -­

who worked in the health services in 1957 as compared to 1956. 

Mr. DENI.I\U (Special Representative) ( interpretation from French): 

The number of Cameroonian doctors uith State diplomas who are now in the 

Cameroons is six. The number of Ca:-.1eroonfr.n d,)ctors now beinG trained in France 

for the State diploma is between sL:ty and seventy. There was no great increase 

in this respect in 1956 or 19~i7. Tl:e ,c,1ucroo::.::.r•.n::; now being trained in France 

to be doctors will, lie believe, 'ce ;i:.i to return to the Territory in several 

years; the first few uill coE1e back in 1958, but the lD,r .;e ma.jori ty will beg in to 

come -back in 1960 . 

Mr. MITRA (India): In the same connexion, I would draw the special 

representative's attention to a table on pa0e 213 of the a~ 

c;ives the number of doctor - formation dnns l o. metropole. I . noticed that 

:four doctors were due to return in 1957, and that four are due to retur·n in 19:;.8, 
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twelve. in 1959; • twelve in 1960 and twenty-seven in 1961. The total i-s 

fifty-nine up to 1961. • 'r think that this ta.bie ·cortes:ponds more or less to 

the fic;ures i have been given. •• 'l'he only q1iestj.on that :t have is the followinz;: 

If four came back in 1957, then the number of doctors w:tll probably increase· 

at a quite rapid rate, but this rate will not · be 6reo.t en6u~h to make en 

appreciable effect on the total nuinber of doctors 110:rking in the healtp • 

services. Is any special.effort being Pw.de to increase the number of medical 

scholarships in order t~ enable more trained Camercjonio.n • personnel to tate 

those .:jobs which, obviously, they do not hold at the moment? 

Mr, .DENIAU (Spe~ial Repl·esentativ~) (interpretation from French): 

The number of doctors now working in the ·health services of the Cameroons is· 

seventy-four. I would add that to the ficures given in the 1956 annual · report 

there must be acl.ded the number of Cameroo~ians who have since bec;un their 

medical studies; this number is about seven or ei[:;ht. The health services of 

the Ce.mei·oons will thus be able either to replace e,11 the European doctors by 
~ . . 

Ce.meroonfan doctors or to dou'ble their staff by keeping'all the European 

doctors o.nd. also· employJ.ng the Co.ineroonlan doctor::,. It will. be up to the 

Cameroonian Government to decide whether it should merely replace the Eu.ropean 

doctors by Cameroonian doctors or should increase the staff by employinG all 

or some of the Carneioonic:n. doctors. 
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lir. UITRA (India): I would now turn to the question of alcoholism. My 

delegation is glad to note that the amount of liq_uor imported into the Cameroons 

appears to have decreased considerably in 1956 as compared to the amount imported 

in 1955. To supplement this information.could the special representative be so 
~ 

kind as to inform us as . to what llaS . the local production of alcoholic liquor, 

in quantity and value -- and, particularly., of beer -- in 1956 and, if he can 

tell us this, in 1957? I would also be grateful if he could inform me whether 

the Administering Au-thority intends to increase import duties on alcohol, as these 

are exclusively within the competence of the AQministering Authority. 

: Er. DENIAU (Special Representative)(interpretation from French): I will 

have to look up the figure for beer for 1957; I have it somewhere, under the 

heading "Economic Progress". 

I cannot give the figure for the production of native alcohol. We do not 

keep statistics on that. 

Hith regard to beer, I might say that local production is increasing. 

As to the third point, the tax on imported alcohol: This is in the hands not 

of the Administering Authority but of the C8?1eroonian authorities. Because of its 

international status, the Cameroons does not have customs duties, but, as to the 

fiscal taxes collected on imports, all of this is entirely in the hands of the 

Cameroons the Assembly, and all that sort of thing. This tax has been greatly 

increased in the past few yeo.rs; alcohol is beinG taxed more and more. 'I·here has 

therefore been a drop in the consu!!iption of alc,,)hol imported into the Territory. 

I should also lil-::.e to point out t }:10.t, in addition to the production of beer, 

the Cameroons produces soft drinks --fruit drinks and so forth. These are also 

being consumed more and more. 

With regard to the alcohol problem, the progress achieved in the past three 

years has been very remarkable. He have o. constant drop in the amount of alcohol 

\ :imported, 

Uuite 

Mr. MITRA (India): I thank the special representative, but I am not 

su~e that I heard him correctly. I gathered that he said that there are no ___ ___, 

customs duties, properly speaking_,in the Cameroons. But article 14 of the Statute 

of the Cruneroons specifically talks about the cus~tem and the general 
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regulat~on of custorns _ 1:natters. 8:s being within the ~ompetence of the central 

orgo.np of ti1e ~;rench R~p~bli_c • .'. Are we_ therefore speaking of something which does 

not exist? I am a bit confused about this. 

. Ur. DENIAU (Sp~cial Representative)(interpretation from French): The 

question of the . representative ~f India does indeed concern orie of' the 
.,.· .~ S· • . . • . • . 

-·· '. ' • 

peculiarities of ~J:le St_at'L1te, which was noted, incidentally, at the time when it 

w~s discusse?, - .- namely, that, if the customs . system w~s rcfen~ed to in article 14, 

it was simply to show that it was not within the competence of the Ca.meroonian 

authorities to modify the existing situation, that is, the situation that-there 

are no customs. That is, of course, a. curious matter. But it meant that the . . . 
re6ru.lations in this field did not come within the competence of the C~eroonian 

authorities. This matter co1~es under the. Trusteeshi.]? Agi.~eeme~t, . and ther~fore 

within the purview of the Administering Authority. 

Ur. hITRA (India): I note that the specia1 representative_ also 8llCVeri 

me p_reviously by s~ying that . there was a v,ery great increase in the production 

of_}?eer. Tl~ reason I was referring to this is that, if the amount imported is 

reduced and -the_local production is increased, then the total &mount of alcoholic 

consumption is not ~educed. HoweverJ • perha.ps we could have some figures on that 
- ~ 

ith_{~'J 

at a later date. 

I shall now :pass to the question of ec:u,cution. For some time now, 
• . ) • . . . . . . • • '• .·. . ' ; •. . ' • .• . • .. 

been suggested in this Council that _the Administ~ring Authority consider the --~ 
possibility of establishing a t:..niversity in the Territory of the Cameroons. The 

verr excellent report by UNESC6 which ~re have b~fore us, and which was referred to 

by th~ re:prese_ntati ve of UNESCO, st:esses _the same possibility. I also note that, 

due to financial considerations, the number of schol~rship hold~rs in. ~~ance , __ 

according to the opening statement of th~ specia.~ repre.sentative, has r~ma.in~d the 

same. I e.lso>note .from oth~~ figures ~~~ut ~cholarshi~~- that there i; · ~ ·very large 

number of Cameroonians who wish to gain the advantages of higher education. Could 

the special representative therefore be so kind as to inform my delegation whether 

any draft plan has been clrmm up for the creation of a ur~y 'in. the French 

CmneroonsZ Such a draft plan would at lee.st give an idea of the expenses involved 
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and would enable the members of the Council to com..111ent on the rather short 

paragraph in the annua:l report in which the whole question of higher education 

is dealt with. I might mention that it is the shortest and probably the most 

abru~t paragraph in the whole report, consisting of about eight lines. 

• 

l:ir. DENIAU (Special· Representative) (interpretation from Fre.nch): I will 

give the figure for beer products -- 120,000 hectolitres. There has been an 

increase in the total production of beer. I do not think that we should s_ay that 

local alcohol consumption is replacing the alcohol cons1.med after importation. 

I think they are drinking beer just for refreshment, as it were, rather than in 

a search for alcohol. 

As to the problem of the un~, I should like to point out that this 

is a problem falling withi~ the compet~nce of the Cameroonian authorities alone. 

They have been fully infonned of the various recommendations issued by the 

Trusteeship Council in this field. They are fully aware of the fact that the 

9ouncil would like . to see e. university set up in the C~meroons. Bef'.ore leaving 
. . • . • • ' . 

the Came.roans, and because I expected t,hat a question such as this would be put 

to me -- since the Council has expressed concern about this matter -- I informed 

myself as to the intentions of the authorities there. The reply was that the 

establisbment of a university in the Cameroons was not excluded, but that, in 

view of the very high cost of a university building, with libraries and 

laboratories and so forth, _as well as the cost of professors I salaries --
, . 

especially if you are going to have real professors --one could not envisage the 

establishment of a univers~ty in the Cru~croons before primary education had 

effectively allowed us to educate the whole population. The formula used by 

the 1-linister in this field. was that it would be better to build a building by 

beginning _with the foundation. A university cannot therefore be considered as 

a current or pressing problem. 

To be complete, however, I will add that the party to which this lfiinister 

belonged indicated at a recent congress that it might be appropriate to establish 

a_uni.versity in the Cameroons. 

To s.um up: The Cameroonian Government -- and here I speak of the fonner 

Govermuent, because I do not know what position vill be taken in this field by 
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the new Cameroonian Government -- felt that it wau desirable to establish a 

university in the Cameroons but that it was impossible to do . so in the very near 

future. 

Mr.:.: MI~~.£: (Inclia): I am aware that the primary responsibility in this 

matter rests with the lo~al Governr.ient . . But I am sure that the Administering 

Authority, with its far greater ex.2,~:cience in such matters -- and its far greater 

experience in general -- could perhaps .draw up a plan of some sort which would 
J 

give us, and also the local Oovernment, an idea of whe.t the financial considerations 

I only wish to mention that, althouGh I agree that primary education is of 

great importance, I am glad to note that the level of primary education ,is not so 

very low -- and this has been emphasized on many occasions by the special 

representative himself. Perhaps, then, it may be time to think of having at least 

a plan about tbe 1miva.~sity, -I do not wish to lo.bour the point; I mentioned it 

because it has been talked about a number of times. 
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hr"'l ~ 
hr"'l ~ 
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~j ~ now turn to the question of schools in the 1forthern Region, a matter which 

has ~i ~eady been touched upoi.1 by the United States representative. \Te note · that 

only 9 , 3 per cent of the school-age population i n the northern Cc.trneroo1is: was • 

actually goLlg to school i n 1956 a,s compared with 6 per cent in 1955. We also 
. 

not.i9~ that .on p age 2l1- 5 of the .a,n cual ,report it is said that it is the shortage 

, ,:of .. teachers from the Nor-t;h wl:iich d•.,es not permit an increase .in the mirnber of 
I ., • . • 

s.chools. .However, I gather that previously, in April 1957, the special 
. .. 

representa~ive said that the difficulties about using teachers from the Souih in 

the North had been ironed out. I therefore do not quite under stand ,ihy this · 

difficult"y has arisen a gain, becaus e we were assured last year that it had been 
. . • " ' . . • . ' . 

.. ='ironed . out alr eady. Could .. the special r apresentati ve perhaps t hrow some li ght 

on this? • 
., .. '.', . '' 

. . .. 

:Mr. ;)EliIAU (S,pec~al Representative)(interpretati~n fr om French): I 

do not remember exactly what la,1guo.ge -~ used last year, but this difficulty has 

not di sappeared. It was ovei·corne to the extent that, despite t he lack of 

enthusiasm 0~1 the part of the population of the North for teacher s from the South, 

tea chers from the South had nevertheless been sent North. Uhat I was a·c tempti ng 

to say was that this reluctance of the Northern people to have southern teachers 

was diminishh1g. That is what I pointed out, and it was not at a l l a change i n 

the position. It merely meant that the opposition was less virul~nt, so that it 

was felt possible to disregard it to some degree. 

In replying to a question put to me by the representative of China I said 

that, in spite of everything, it was essential not to recruit teachers for the 

Horth exclusively in the South, but to mix teachers from both the North and the 

South i n the schools ·of the Northern Cameroons. That was the best formula, and I 

just pointed it out to the representative of China. I wish to point out also 

that this difficulty about recruiting teachers -- it is only or; e of t he 

difficulties which exist -- has not prevented a rapid increase in the school 

:population in the North during the past few years, for it has increased 

considerably i n the last ten years. Progress has been considerable. The 

problem of teachers exists, but i n practice it has been overcome. 
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Nr. MITFA (India): I am sorry to take up the time of the Council, and I 

thank the special representative, but I will quote for him the words he used on 

3 April 1957. Talking about the same problem, he said:. 

IIQue of the problems which we encountered was •that these teachers had to be 

recruited in the South, ·and, in certain places in the North, the people were 

rather .disc )ntented to. see these teachers from the South arriving Jn the 

North and a:::ked tl~e.t at leas~ cne European principal should be engaged. 

Actually, we could not meet this request in most cases, ancl, in any~ event, 

the difficulty was gr~dually ironed out." (T/PV.766, pap;e 22) 
Since the special representative · used the past tense, I assumed that the difficulty 

had been ironed out. 

In addition to that, I should like to r,1ake .the followi,1g point. Regarding 

the increase which is talked of in the number of schools, I find from the UNESC 

report that the number of' students at both public and private-teacher-training 

schools had declined considerably. This, of course; would be rather tragic 

because it would mean that the teachers wot:.l.d not be there if the _illllllb.e.J;c..:.of 

schools was increased. 
~ 

the situation, 

---·· · 

I wonder if a ,1y special steps are being taken to improve 
-------

Mr. DEEIAU (Special Representative)(interpretation from French): I do 

.iot think that the explanation of the drop in the 1iumber of students in the 

teacher-training schools should be souc;ht in any particular measures taken by the 

Administering Authority. In fact a tendency arose not to keep in these courses 

other than those students who really planned to take up a teaching career, and 

that is why there has been a slight drop in this field. Until then the classes 

included some students who really did not intend to take up teaching as a career, 

and we felt that we ought to reserve these teacher-training schools for students 

who did in fact intend. to follow the teaching profession as a career. 

Mr. MITHA (India): I wish to assure the special representative that I 

had no idea of even thinking that the decrease was directly clue to some measures 

taken . m1at l was really trying to get at was whether there was any great 

incentive being given, monetary or otherwise, to those who wanted to become 

teachers. This problertl of a shortage of teachers is one which is faced in some 
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of• :the- · richest countries in :the world, as .rnay be judged from any new~po.per, 

I ern qHi te aware of that, 'but I :vias • hoping that p€rlia-ps some_ special steps • co1:1ld 

he' take L1 in an unc1er-developed ·area such as the Cameroons since this is .a proolelil 

,foi'ch riot ocily affects the present ge,.·i erat-ion but •will . affect .the capacity of the 

Camci'.oons to e;o-;er ,1 itself at sorne kno\.m future date . • However, I am perf~ctly 

satis:hecl with the am,wer t he special representative has given me, a11c1 :I wish to 

t hdilk him for his vc.;ry kind a ,'1d courteous replies to rny q_uest i.ons. 

twice tomorrow, at 10 .30 a.r,1. and 2.50 :p.ro., whe :·1 it is hoped that we shall. be 

able t :o fiidsh -':.ll~ q_uesticinidg ·; f ,1: connexion wi th the present ite1,1 m id to hear a 

: .'l'he rneetinw rose ; at 6 . pjr1L -

. ,. .· 

·' 
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The . Trusteeship Council this afternoon continued the· questioning o'f Xavier 

Deni au, the French sp~cial r~presentative, on conditions in · the trust t (":,: ri tciry 

of the Came-roc-ns under French administration. The Councii • is e~a~ining • Franc·e I s 

1956 annual teport o~ the territory. 

Before· resuming the qu0stioning, the Acting .President, ALFRED CLAEYS BOUUAERT 

(Belgium) . informed the Cou::icil of the arrival in New York of Alexandre Douala 

Manga Bel:2., deputy of the Cumeroons to the French National Assembly, whose ·request 

for a hearing as a peti~i6ner had been granted by the Council at a~ ea~lier me~tin~~ 

The ACTING ?RESIDENT pr~posed, and the Council agreed, to hear ,th·e petitioner 
. ; . ' • '•. 

tomorrow at the conclusion of the questioi.iing of ·the French special representative~ 

Mr. CL!\EYS BOUUAERT further informed tlie Council that '. anotlie'r peti t.ioner 1 

also from the French-administer·ed Cameroons, whos:e request lor a hearing had 

likewise been granted, had indicated that he wished to speak about his dismissal • 

by the ~ompany which had employ~d him. This second petitioner ~ad, in · a later 

communication just' recei~ed, requested the Counci'i to ask his former company -60 

pay his travel cost 'to New York. The ACTING PRESIDENT said that the Council 

obviously was in ~o position to make any such request. He suggested that the 

Council inform the . petitioner to that effect. The Acting President's pr0posal 

was agreed to by the Council. 

The Council then resumed the questioning of Mr. Deniau. 

Answering a series of questions by U Kyaw Min (Burma), the special representa­

tive described the principal occupations in which Carneroonians of different 

geographic regions and ethnic and religious backgrounds were most proficient. 

Socially, the activities generally considered as reflecting prestige, Mr. 

DENIAU said, were those connected with public office. Within this circle, certain 

positions 11ere considered to .have more prestige than others, and outside this 
; . 

circle, pri:;stige was usually associated with wealth or birth, and the latter was 

also connected with wealth, he said. 

To another question by the Burmese representative, the special representative 

said there was no problem of hoarding in the territory. Generally, whatever was 

ll'Oduced was usually consumed immediately. There was, however, a problem of creating 

and encouraging savings. (more) 
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Asked about the rate of growth of population and the estimated percentage of 

growth for the next five years, Mr. DENIAU said it was most difficult ·to provide 

population statistics of this nature in a country such as the Carneroons. :ae could 

say, however, that the population growth was very rapid in some parts ano quite 

stable in others. 

Sir ANDREW COHEN (United Kingdom) was interested ~.n the growth of ciYil 

aviation in the terrj_ to1-y. He noted that the buildj_ng of new airodrorne.; was still 

under way. '.l.1h0 report said there were some 20 airod:romes in the t2.rr:::ory 

suitable for use by different types of planes. However, it also mentioned the 

existence of certain airstrips which were too small for use by DC-3 1s. What 

type of ?lR.!lCG u0ed these cirstr::.ps? he asked. 

The spec:.Lal represente.tive oaid there we::-e cer·':ain cor.::panies which maintained 

regular se::.--vice to the back country. These wt::i·e us·..lally small planes which 

belonged to large companies such as Air France. Also there were ~lanes belonging 

to the administrative services. which were used for rescue and other operations. 

To anathe:" question, Mr. DENIAU said, although he had no statistic:c available 

for 1957, he could say with certainty that passenger traffic had continued to 

increase in 1957. 
Answering a question by Jose Rolz (Guatemala) concerning the European Common 

Market, JACQUES KOSCZIUSKO-MORIZET (France) said the Cameroonian government was 

consulted c~ its association of . the territory with the Common Market, although 

nothing in the trusteeship agreement required France to do · so. Moreo-,rer, the 

plan was debated in the National Assembly in which Cameroonian deputie8 w~re 

represented. 

(END OF TAKE l) • 
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NICHOLAS FELD (United States) noted the "extremely h:i.gh11 attendance figure 

for school ch;_ld!'•2n in the south, while in the north the figure was "s •:) ::mch 

smaller. n He ~s lwd for an explan11tion for this discrepancy. 

The special representative said this situation was _due to the activities of 

the religlous missions, on the one hand, and the desire of the people for educa­

tion, on ":./.i.e othe:::-. In the south, he said, tt.e rel:.gious missions had been active 

for a lc1:.r::: time and the p<:;ople. were anxious for ec:11cation. In the north, however, 

both thes e factors were lacking until very recently. 

While l1e was confident that education would continue to expand, Mr. DENIAU 

said the only factors which would limit its growth were budgetary limitations 

and unavaila~:.:~ty of teachers. 

Answering a question by Esi-k'Jn .Yang (China) concerning labor agreements, 

the special representative explained the practice followed. Coll.ective agree..nents, 

he said, wer e negotiated between employers and workers' unions defining working 

conditions in a particular enterprise. Such agreements, which covered guaranteed 

minimum wages and other matters, were then made applicable to a whole branch of 

economic activity. 

Following a meeting of the Advisory Labor Committee in 1957 in which repre­

sentatives of all the trade unions participated, Mr. DENIAU continued, an increase 

in the guaranteed minimum wage was achieved. Also, labor was given larger repre­

sentation on that Committee. 

As regards education, another point raised by the Chinese representative, 

Mr. DENIAU explained that the decline in the operating budget for public education 

from 858 million francs in 1956 as against 875 million francs in 1955 was due to 

the replacement of European staff by Cameror.nian staff. European staff, he said, 

received home leave and other allowances. 

(more) 
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Expenditures totaling 267 million francs, authorized in 1956 under a 

development plan, the special representative said, were not. includP.d :i.n +;}··.a 

858 million francs for the operating budget. The former amount was used -for • 

development costs, he said. -

Mr- DEN:.:AU said there had been no decrease in the number of ins·b .. t~, tioris · 

for technical eauca~~ono 

Question:.ug of the French srJecial representative on social and ed1:cr1tional: 

conditions in the French Cameroons will be continuec1 by the Council at · 10·;30 a .m. 

tomorrow, 26 February. 

(El\TD OF TAKg 2 AND OF PRESS RELEASE TR/1355) 
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