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The TEMPORJI.RY, PRESIDE!qT : I declare open the twentieth resul o.r session of 

the Trusteeship Council . 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (T/1313, li:il3/Add. l o.'nd Corr .1) 

At the invit,ation of the Preside-nt . Mr , de Holte Castello (Colo!.!!bia) , 

Mr . Osman (Ep:ypt) and Mr . Baradi (Philippines), · members of the Adviacry Council for 

Somaliland, took places at the Council table . 

'rhe TEMPORARY PRBSIDErlT: I am sure that the Council· :would ~-.rish me ·to 

extend a welcome to the distinguished members of the Advisory Council . 

The provisional agenda, ns set forth in docu~ent T/1315, is before us , It has 

an annex l.isting 1 , 187 petitions, contained in ao·c\.1ments T/1313/ /1dd~l o.nd • 

T/1313/ Acld. 1/Corr . l. Is there any objection to the adoption of the agenda·1 

Mr . LOBAI~OV (Union of Soviet Socialist Rephblics) (interpretot ion from 

Russian) : Ar::. we all know, the General Assembly, in r esolution 1061+ (XI), entrusted 

to the Council the task of discussing in the nineteenth and twentieth sesnions the 

information prepared by t he Administering Authorities with regard to the fulfilment 

of the resolution on achievement of splf-government or i ndependence by t he Trust 

Territories. This point is not ind:.cated on the agenda, and therefore the Soviet 

delegation would welcome an explanation as to the manner in which the Council is 

going to deal with this recommendation of the General Assembly . Before approving 

the provisional agenda , we would welcome an expla:iation of this point . 
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'l'he TBi1IPORARY PrtESIDEHT: I think we have dealt with this problem before 

and. we have followed the p1·ocedure that this particular resolution is applicable 

lC: the p1·esent ·ae~e1·al Assembly° 1·esoluGion. I suggest that t he Counc·n -take note 
" . 

oi' Gene::tal Assembly ~esolu-ciori 1064 (XI) and instruct its Di·afting Cornm:i_"i/c:ees • • 

~o tuke· the resolutinri. i.nto e.cco,mt when prepa:c.ing dra:ft' ·repo·rts . on_. ci:in•li'-tions 

in each of t he 'I'rus·c Tei·ritories . I tal-:e it that -~he procedure· which we have 

followed in the past will also Pleet the wishes cf memoe.cs of · ihe Council . ·.-. • 

I t was so dee i(led . 

U P.!'.-.H m~rn (Burm.a) : , Hl1°ile . 1ny d~le6at ion' approves , o°f i teris now on 

the pr-..)visj.ono.l e.g~nda· ·co~taine/ f~-~o c:tt.inen~0 T/i.51;;, ·1t wishes 'to place ari 

additional item on the·· ae;euda of thi; ses·sion, namely, the item wh:i.ch ,,e 

discussed in the Coun(;il. a · f~w dc.ys ae;0; that is~ '~he ·:i:evi'sion of rule 19 of t he· 

rules of p:,:ocedu1·e of ·.:.he 'i'rusteeship Council . 

• The reasons :for such inscription need hardly ·oe r ·epee.ted here, ·ao they were 

expre_ssed Vel-y clearly by my ·a.elegation a·.; the last sess'ion. 'rherefore, ·all I 

would ask now is t he· President I s pe::.·roissicm ·-- si-ri-'ch · the app:roval ol members of 

the Co_uncil - - ·to ple.c·e this 1.tem on our asenda." I !!light add that sin:::e ·[;here 

is no ,..,,:eat UJ.'c;ency in the matter, it could be taken up some ti1i!e lat'er during 
. ' . ::- .- ' u • 
·;:.he c ourse of the session . 

'.:.'he TEMPO~'.RY PHESIDErE': l1iembei·s of t.he .Council have heard the proposal 

oZ the rep1·esentative of Eurrna. . He has asl-~ed the Council to put an additional 

i t em on our· a c;enda in connexion with ·che revision of the 1·ules of p::cocedure. 

I f there is no ob,jection, this i cem will be placed on our a ;:;enda. 

It was so decided. 

I:LECTION OF THE PRESIDE1'1T AND 1rEE VICE-PRESIDEN'l~ 

'i'he 'l'EHPORARY PRESIDENT: 'rhe next item of business is the eled,ion of 

the President and the Vice-P1·esidcnt. In accordance with 1·ule l1-1 of the 

C:Juncil' s rules of procedure, the elec·t.ion of t he President and Vice."..P1·esident 

shall be ta:~en by secret and sepo.1·ate 'ballot . 'i'he Council will -~herelo::ce proceed 

first to the election oZ the Pi:.·esident . 
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A vote was t aken by secret ballot . 

The 'rm,JPOIUlRY FRi!::Girn•;rn' : Thi.rteen votes ~.rere cast for Mr . Hood, 

representative of Australia , and there was one abstention . I therefore declare. 

Mr . Hood Fresiclen:t of the TrusteeGhip Council ; I co,1gratulate him and invite him 

to take. the Chair . 

Mr . Hood took t he Chair . 

Tl1e PR:i.o;SIDENT : I wish to thank the council for its marl~ of confidence in 

myself in electin(J me as President for this session . I trust and hope that I will 

<J.ischarge my duties in the ::;ame spirit and with the same diligence as my predecessor 

and I assure· the Council of my punctilious regard for its. intereoto and my regard 

for the duty of irn-part i ality on the part of the President . 

Mr . ASH~ (Syr ia): Allow me , on behalf of my de legation a1:d myself, to 

extend to you our warme::;t and sincer~st congratulations on your election as 

President of the Trusteeship Counc i1 . ~!e are conficlent that under your guidance 

t he Council will procper and will discharge its duties most effectively. \-!e are 

conf'ident also of your i mpartiality, your authority and your competence . I 

therefore extend to you our warmest congratulations on assuming thio high office. 
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t'he PRCSIDENT: I now · invite the Cou1:.cil to proceed to the election 

of the Vice~President . 

According to rule 4;t. of the Council's rules of procedure, this election 

will be by oecret ballot. 

•• A vote vas tal:en by· secret ballot . 

The PRESIDEf,rr: • The result of the voting is as f'ollows : · .12 in-:favour 

of Hr . Areno.l~s Co.tnlan, representative of Guatemnla, none egninst, and 

2 abstcntj_onr; . 

I declare 1-ir . .(\renaJ.es Catalan of Guatemala elec:ted Vice-President of .the 

Trusteeship Coun6il. I •invite ·him to take his seat . 

Hr . AllKi'T./\LES C/~TAI.AN (Guatemala), Vice- President ( interpretat_ion from 

Spanish): l-ir . President and geritlem<m, I take great satisfaction ip accepting 

this Chair, not · only for mynelf but elso on betalf of my delegation . In 

accepting this honour I dp so with great personal h~1ilHy, but at the· ca:ae time 

with great national pride . If you will permit me to exprer:s it in this uay, it 

is a tribute not to myself personally but rather a tribute to the policies tho.t 

my , deJ..egation has followed in the sessions of the Council and j_n respect of all 

problems cone ernins '.!.'rust Territories and Non- Self-Governing Territories in 

the United Nations . 

It is my. dee-pest wisp to carry out_ the task ·that has been entrustct1 to me 

as well as I -possibly cnn . I am sure that my_ task will be made easier under 

t}:le pre~~dency_ of Ambassador Hood, to whom· at thi~ t:i.me· I ohould like to extertd 
- • • • . ' • • • ; , 1 

my personal congratulations as well as those of my delegation on his election. 

I am sure that he i-rill conduct our deliberations with the same efficiency, the 

same energy, the same impartiality i3,S was sho,,m and displayed by our past 

President, Ambassador Asha of Syria. 

I should like to say a few words of thanks to Ambassador Asha for the 

exemplary way in which he conducted our work at the previous session -- a way , 

which ,-ras not only a source of -pric1e to his countr y but was also a source of 

satisffl,ction to all those delegations which in this- Council are called 

non-a.c1minj_ste rinB Pow~rs. 



AP/nk T/Pv. 794 
7-10 

(~Ir. Arenales Catalan, Guatemala) 

At the same time, I am also sure that the former Vice-President will 

understand me when I say that I should like to be able to serve in t 'his post at_ 

least one -half as efficiently as he did . 

Mr . ASHA (Syria): Ffrst , allow rr.e to congratulate Ambassador Arenales 

Catalan upon his election as Vice -President of t he Council. Mr . Arenales Catalan 

in his vigour, his understanding of the problc1i1s of the Trust Territories and the 

policy of his Government ancl delee;ation bas won not only my admiration but also the 

admiratim1 of my delegation and, I am sure, of the Council. He are also confident 

i;hat he will d:i.o -::ncrgc his duties .with _ great honour to his country and to hi)l!self . 

J;!ay I take this opportunity to th~nk him for tlle kind words he said about me . 

'I-he FR.I.:SI DBHT : I wj_sh to t ukc this opportunity of welcoming 

Ambassador Ju.-enc les Cc.,calan to his of fice in the Council . He k:1ow his quality. 

He nre cor.f ident that he will dischnrce his dutie s as Vice-President with 

comr•Ef0ence and. diligence . 

ORG!\;E ZATlOl'J OF HOR!( FOR THE THENTIE'l'H SES3 IO?l 

The FRESIDENT: Before adjourning this opening meeting of the tuentieth 

session I feel that I should draw the attention of the Council to the tenta~ive 

time - table, based on the ~genda _prepared by the Secretariat , which I understand has 

been_ distributed to the delegations . It will be noted that in this time-table , from 

t i me to time, the Council is scheduled to meet twice a day and that on several 

occasions as mr:i.ny as three meetings will be held simultaneously by the Council and 

its Committees . 
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(The Presid.ent) 

It is fully realized that this proposed schedul e wlll impose a heavy 

burden on d.elegations, and I can assure the Council that this situation has 

been very carefully considered. But in the liGht of pe.st e}.~erience it_ seE:ms 

to ue the only way for the Council to complete its work within the al:Lotted 

tlii1e, namely, by 15 July. In this connexion I would ipvi t _e . the Under-Secretary, 

if he Wishes, to explain a little r.iore fully the considerations which have 

• led to the sui:.,nission of this tentative time -table . 

I-tr . COHEN ( Un·:,er-Secretary , . Depe,rtn:ent o_f T1·usteeship): I should 

now 1il(e to malce a statement on. "behalf of the Secretary-General. 

Due to . circumstances be;rond everybody~ s control, the ,del ay with ,respect 

to the meetin~s of the General Assembly with the consequent reo.rr.angement of 

the schedules of the meetings of the various organs over 8:- shorter period of 

time and the growing complexity of many of the isnues which clo require ~ore 

detailed examination, the technical servic~s of the Sec:cetaril'!,t have r ?ached 

practice.11~' the breaking- down point; notwithstanding the additional ·ourclens 

which he.ve been unclertalrnn by individuals -- -and this is also true, I must a,dd, 

of ·professional staff members . The turnover of staff creates vacE!.ncies that 

cannot. ensily be filled with adeq_uatelJ· qualified replacements. In part this . 

is due-, · as -the members of the Co.uncil will certainly know, to the competition 

and recruitment which now takes place on the-part of not only specialized 

agencies but a.lso _other international .governmental a13encies. It is very har<l 

to fill b : 0 recruitment even those posts -which are availa0le . It is not easy 

to train good translators in the various languages of the Charter or competent 

interpreters . 

It is our hope that you, the members :of .the Council ·will be . good enough 

to facilitate our task during the next few weeks b~,. foregoing whene-.,rer 

possible · and-·without harm to the discha1~ge of ~'our . d~tien your legitimate 

demands for-· certain language services . 

The situation in the Secretariat is- so tiG~t that most leaves and 

vacations have had to be postponed at least -until late in the s1.UllII!er. 
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(i:ir . Cohen , Under-Secretar:.t) 

The time-table we have proposed. and. to which the President referred 2. 

short whlJ.e cl.GO calls for a lart::;e nui:iuer of rneeti11c:s, someti mes t1-1ice de.ily, 

of the Council , with simultc.neo~is sittincs of standing committees , special 

committees and, la·cer on, of drafting committees . Already thinned out by the 

assignment of several office1·s to the Commission :for Togol anc~ unC .. er F rench 

ft&ninistrntion which starts meeting in Paris within two a.a ys a nd the need 

to supply sl;o.f.f of 'the Truotccship Div:i.sion :for the Eo.:;·t; Africn Viniting Niss ion 

which is due to start at the encl of the f i rst fortniGht in July, the poirnibili ties 

of the di visioiml sto.i'f are very limiteiJ. indeed -with respect to assuming a.nj· 

additional taslrn . While the Cmmcil is r.1eetinr;, other memoers of the aivisi onal 

staff ;-1ill be servicinc the Committee on South Hest Afr ica and, as ;rou all 

lmou, the Committee on Infon,ation from Hon-Self -Gove1•ninG 'l'erri tories , on 

,·rhich r,1an ;y of the rnemller s or this Council sit , h as "ueen callecl to r.ieet on 

22 July . 

Because of all the reasons I have mentioned and. in order to r:1ake you:r 

an~l ciu1· participation possible o.nd t o allow the technical se:cvices of the 

Secretariat to process the 11ecessary c1.ocumentation, ve should try in so far 

as it is humanly :possible to adhere to the burclensome time - tn.bln which calls 

for ti1e adjournn:ent of the twentieth session by 12 Jnly. The pressure o:r 

Genero.l l\.ssernbl y clocumentatio11 cleadli11es is such that, as a matter of internal. 

procedure , · the Secretary-Gene1·a1 has instructed all departments t o tr~ to cut 

down -\:.he length of such s tudies and documents by 25 per cent, whenever possiole . 

1\11 the above goals can b e rco.chcd only throue;h the full co- operation 

an:1 o.ction of U:1ited NationG organs . The Secretary-General has requested. me 

to submit them to your consideration so that he may 0e aol e to achieve them 

uncler your gui dance and in accordance with ::,rour -wishes. 

The PRESIDENT : The Council -wishes t o thank the Under-Secrete.:c:,' 

for this statement on behalf of t he Secretary-General. May I add that an 

opportunity hns considerately been given b~, . the Under -Secretary for a further 

informal discussion of this situation by the heads of c1.eleGations in the 



(The President) 

Co1.u1cil immediately after this meeting in the cor,ference room on the 33rd floor 

of the Secretariat buildins. I wish to thc.nk the Under-Secret ary for this 

helpful sugGesti on. 

The meeting rose at 11.40 o..m. 




