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HELCOrlfl]; TO THE RCPR~S£HTATI1/b OF THE UNIT2m KINGDOM 

The PRESIDENT: At this point I extend. the welcome of the Council to 

Sir Andrew Cohen, the new representative of the United Kingdom on the Trusteenhip 

Council. The Council is glad. to see Sir Andrew Gitting here with us. 

Sir Andrew COHEN (United Kinr;dom): May I than..~ the President for his 

welcon!e and say how happy _I am to be here ond to have the opportunity of taking 

part in the work of the TruGteeGhip Council . 

EXJIMINA'.2ION OF CONDITIONS IN THE TRUST TERRITORY OF SOMliLILAiID UNDER ITALIAN 

ADMINISTRATIOH (T/L. 765): (~ontinued) 

(a) .11NNUAL REPOHT OH THE l\DMillISTRATION OF THE TRUST TERRITORY OF SOJ:.lALILAIID 

UNDER IT/tl,IJ\.N ADMINISTRA'l1IOrr" (T/1315, 1321) [i.cenda item 4if 
( b) FIHlulCING OF THE ECONot-1IC DEVELOPM.EN'r PL!u.1S OF ~mB 'l'RUST TERRITORY OF 

SOUl\LIL.l\ND UNDER I'l'ALIAf,J ADiviI NISTHATION: REPORT OF THE MISSION OF THE 

INTERNATIONAL BANK FOR RECOl!STRUCTION J\.ND DEVELOPNEi:IT TO THE TRUST TERRITORY 

OF SOi:,1/ILILAND UNDER ITALIP.N ADMINISTR/~TION . ffRUS'l'EESHIP COUI!CIL 

RESOLUTION 1255 (x:vrl7 (T/1296) LXcenda item~ 

(c) REPORT OF THE UNITED NJ\.TIONS ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR THE TRUST TERRI'l'ORY OF 

SOM.l\LILM:m UNDER ITALIAN 1\Dt-iINISTRATION ( T /1311) fji.genda item 1§} 

At the invitation of the President, Mr. de Holte Castello (Colombia), 

Mr. El- Zayat (Egypt) and Mr . Baradi (Philippines), members of the Ad.Vicory Cou.."'lcil 

for Somaliland under Italian administration, took pleces at the Council t able. 

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Zadotti, ::;pecia~ representative for 

Somaliland under Italian administration, took a :place at the Council table . 

General debate (continued) 

Mr. DORSINVILLE (Haiti} (interpretation from French) : Before expressing 

my delegation's viewo on conditions in Somaliland, I should like to be permitted 

to associate. my::;elf with the President 1s welcome to the new repreoentative of 

the United Kingdom. My deleGation hopes that it will be able . ~o c011tinue with 

the new representative of the United Kingdom the excellent relations that we had 

with Sir Alan Burns. 
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(Mr. DorsinviJ.le, Haiti) 

It wo.s with very great interest tbat'my delegation studied .the report of 

the AdminiGtering /1.uthori-ty ·ror the year 1956, the report of the United Nations 

.Advioory Council and the report of the International Bank concerning· Somaliland 

under Italian administration. We listened attenti-vely to the important 

statement::; made here by the repreoentative of Italy and the Minister of Economic 

l)ffairs of Sorr:~lilancl, aud we • found equally valuable the ex:plana':,ions given by 

the special rer,x,esentativeo, Mr. Ze.dotti and Mr. Gasbarri . All of these · 

otatements helped us to clarify our views .on the situation beyond the period 

technicelly covered in the report . . 

In the political field; we have seen conoolidated the powers of the Somali­

Ministe:t'G, ,,ho have been meeting a!ld deliberating Elince last Janu~ry without the 

partici:p&tion of Ite.lian advisers . Without doubt, they have acquired : a clearer 

picture of their responsibilities. 

Si nce May 1957, the first Legislative Ansembly of Somaliland has been 

operating as a sovereign body in almost all fields, and we have b~en told by the 

Administering Authority that bills submitted by the Sornali Government are now~to 

be clebated without interference by t he Administering Authority. The new statu::, 

established by the Administering Authority thr::>ugh the extension of wider powers 

to· the Somali Government cannot but be well received by the Trusteeship Council. 

However, a delicate situation has arisen in the-relations between the 

f...dvisory Council. and the Administering Authority concerning the obligation to · 

communic:e".;a bills to the Advisory Council for its ·views and comments . Article 8 
of the. Trudteeship A0reeroent -cited by tLe Advi:::;ory Council can equally well be 

u::,ed by the ·Administering Authority to prove that there ·is no ouch obligation 

toward the Advisory Council. 
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I have said that the s ituation lrc.s c:elicate . · ·It uoul<l. be unfo1~tunate if, 

after so_ ma:1y ~ e~:ts -of f:cui ·~fuJ. collaho:.:ntim1, tlle attitudes in thi:; respect· l1e1·e 

to harC:en. He shrmLi li!:e to :i.'ind a solution to our fears in the cxpressi011s of 

es'~ee;n and r,rutt.:~l respect which have been cxcha.n:;ed in this Coun<.;il o:r t he mer.i'oers 

of ti1c f.i.,_'._,risor~,- Council, on t :1e one hand , tind the representatives of tile 

AJ:,1L,istc:cin13 .1\ut~t:)rit~,, on the _otr..cr. A ne·,,. situation rer1ui:•es new arrc.:1c;e1.1ents . 

L1 our opinion, such ce., arranr;emcnts do ,.not rec_;_ui:re , in vie~, o: t;.10 short pe:ciod. 

of tine .in,rolved, mv :fo:rmal ar,:e,1dr:1cnt of the Trusteeshi·p Agreement. I think tha·t; 

it woul_d 'be sufficient to try to fi t1d , in a spirit of Good will , the :·.1odus operandi 

• which wovld. enable en.eh of the parties conce:tneci -- · the Sor,1ali Governr.1cnt, the 

Acl.r.1.inistcd.1.-.G f'..ut~10:d ty and. t~1e Advisory Cou:acil -- to c7.e:d ve the c;reates·c l>enefi ts 

f:rom this necessary collabo1~0:l:.ion . . Ue thinl: that that could uscfull~' be c1.one 

withou·i; hu1·tinc anyone I s p:.:·icle o:;.~ feelinc;s. 

FurtLe:..11!ore, one ·observation by the .1\d.visory l;ouncil h~i:s particularly 

attrc.ctcd 1-;i~- <l.ele~a.tion I s o.tten'i:,_ion. I 1~efer to the obscTva.tion co:.i'..!erning the 

desil"C.°bilit:,. of the Ad.t.1inistering .1\utho:ci ty I s sendinG ini'orii1'3.tion voluntarily and 

mo1·e re:;ula.:c1~.- to th~ A-lvisory Council, so tlmt the l atter ma.~· l,ee:;;i i nformed of the 

pro~ress achieved in the iupler.:ento.tion of the gen3ral (~8velopment-plc.ns . He heard. 

the couu;-,ents made bJ the special represcntativ:e in this .connexion. Spealdn~ quite 

since:cely, the Haitian deleGat~ on C.oes not see wlla·,; inconvenience could be caused. 

by the regular t :i:ansmission o'i.' infornation to the Atcvisor;r Cou~cil , in order to 

enc.ble :that Council to fo:;.,u ao accui:·ate a pictu:·e as possible of the. situation. 

'rl:1is is pa:i:ticul&rly tn~e if one keep~ in ,:,ind. the specific obligations which 

resolution 755 (VIII) con:ers on the Advisoi:·~- Council and on which the Council must 

rcpo:.~t. 

The declaration made b:,r the Prime i•iinister, Ifr . Ab<J.ullahi Issa i:-iohamud, on 

26 Septe!11ber 1956, concerninG the proc;rarnne of the Somali Government, constitutes 

a rer,1arkable docurnent . That document contains lucid anal:rses of the va1·ious 

problems faced oy the Te::.~ri tory ancl proposes r.1ethods for solving those problems. 

It is unnecessary to comnent on this document point b;-: point, but ,1e cannot 

pass over in silence two q_uestions t o which the Haitian cl.elege.tion has alwa:,,s 

attached importance. 
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The fi1·st is the cpestion of the frontier between Jomc.li.:.anrl and Ethiopia. 

Everyone lmm-rn what effe,::t thi s qu0stton bw on the econorn:lc sitnction of' the 

Tcr:i:i tory , v.nd whnt effect it ,;il2. ccnt::.m.'.c to he.Ve if the situation re~1c.ins in the 

p:'.'e:.:e :1t u,·:certain state. He h-.:i1 noted that convc:csations wer e about t o be resUlJecl 

be·:.;,-:een th-~ Go-,ernme~1ts of Ito.l;;· a.ml I:thio]?i.a. He hope tho.t su1)Stf.:.".ltio.l progress 

,-,12.J. be o.c.:hieved ~)etvcen now i::..:1d t:.z ne;:·;;, oessj_on of the Gensral J,.1;1:e1a.bl:y . 
1rl1e second q;,.;estion is t:-:.i:.t of Gc1::1n;Li n.a.tio~1::i.lity. As the P::.:i.:ne Minister 

hir,iself has emphastzcd, this q_ues·::.ic;,n of ne.tionalit:, is nat exclusive to 

inucpenclent countries. N-s..tio:,1ali tJ has been established in other T:cust Territories. 

He thinl~ tk,.t the pr:..nciples ~xpoundc·d b~- the Pr:~n:e J.l!inistcr in respect of 

Somd-li mi.t·1.c:1a .. ·d.'.;y 3.,:•e r,e::-fec·t,ly s::mnd, and we shoulcl like to b8j.i0·~,e that the 

depU.;ics ,,ho st:.rV!d that the rncment ha.d 1.ot yet come -to este.blish thiG 

na:cionali.t:• - - th<3se ·were unC.oubtedl:' memoers of foreiQl minorities -- will 

remove a11 obstacles in t,hc ·wo.y of the ~.doption of Somali. nationality by 

volt1::::.i.:-o.rily withdj:o.wing from the Misembly if the:: do not wish to ad.opt SomaUland 

'::he fo1·thcomin6 elections shoulcl. give Somalilancl a constituent assembly. I t 

is to i,c hoped the.t a l8c;al ctat•.ts of Somali ci tj_ zen will be esta:ulished b efo1·e 

these elections, in orclei· to avoid, in the ,10·.ccls of the Advisory Council, the 

cre!;;.tion or "an ano:n~lous situationn which woulcl result if "represente.ti. ves of 

foreiGn i;-iinori ties ·were: to be inclutiecl a.monc-; the member-ti of the co:1cti tuc::1t 

as~· n1ib1, ·11 (-,./1711 """r·-~r:i·)l' '·7' rrJ II ·t· ' 1 t· • 1 h ' 11 -~ t tl , '-''=• .; , • . , .,~~i. ~~u. .-,,t::•. ·"•.:..- -c- ,_.1 • .. 1~ o.:i. io.n c,~ ee;o.-2..:)l1 't-hl".:· .. e ec:.r1~cc.. y ao.op s ·1e 

vie,-; of the Aclvisory C:-rc1Y.cil, ro.rticularl~- since, at the 'l'rusteeship Council I s 

eig:.1'ceenth sessior:., ,-re e::pressed our regret that 11
0n this point the Aclminis·cering 

Autl1o::.•it::,-- has i'olloweu the 0eneral pre.ctice of Grantinf; political rights to foreign 

groups living in the Trust Territory" (T/PV. 708, page B- 1O). 

llaving said that, I should like now to turn to other subjects, but without 

c;ivinc; the impreGsion t l:at m~, delegation does not attach all the necessary 

i mpo:::-tance to other achieve1:i.::mts in the l)Olitical field. I hope that I shall not 

give that impres:::ion if I merel~1 congro.tulate the Administering Authority and the 

:·,;omali Government on the prog:r:ess achieved in the taldng over of the country ' s 

administrative structure: prefects, district councils, and so forth. We have noted 

that excellent results have been obtained. 
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(£:!.r. Dorsinvill e, Haiti) 

He wish to concentrate on cert~d.n pc.rticular poi!1ts . Thus, wi::: r!o·., turn to 
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'i'he re:)ort. of the International Bank is a strong documen:'; in wh:i r.ll fact.s are 

reviewed coldly, as if tLey had bE:cn stud:.ed by a clinician exernining a. cnsf:. 

A diagcnocis ha8 l)E;en n:aa.e , and the remedy must be fonnd and properly appli~cl. 

Although the De.nk ':; report may not have told us e. great de~l more then WP. already 

l ee.rned from the Ac,m:l.nir,tering Authority - - we ho.ve bee·n informed U!at 

Somalilo.1:;.d will r(\~u:!.re fi;1ancial ·assistance for a number cf years after 1960 

it ho.s evalaated the ]resent resources o.nd. :::>rospt;cts for t he futtm::! , and it ho.s 

been rather severe regarding the questicn of .banana production, t he development of 

other s0urces of income, the use of soil and land, etc . · 

We have hearcl the represC!nto.tiYe of I taly, the special reprecento:tive and the 

Mini8ter for· Economic l\:'·'fa:!.!'Z state that they have not fully r.l.mreJ the · :pessimistic 

conclusions appe~.:-:·in~ i.:.n the :·2pori.:. of the Bank and that. tll.eg had reason to 

believe that a p:i:-0~1-o.iH::e reso.-:..utely and .sensibly undertnken· could give satisfactory 

results . The representative of'· the Banl: himself ho.s stated that the report has . 

not taken into cons ic1cr8.~:.ion other factors than tho se which reflected hard 

realitiec; . but these ether factors do exist , o.nd one of the first of theoe i s the · 

desire of the Sorr1rJ.:t people to live ' their own lives as an· independcmt nation, 

which implies that tl1ey have : ft.ith . in themselves , faith in their future , ·and that 

they are prepared to undertake the nec.essary sacrifices . · 

The Prime t-iin:!.cter, Hr . Isa, ho.s said ~o the Legislative Assembly: "it must 

alW<f,~'S be rcmGmbc:i::0d. by everyone that tlie gro.ndour and well-';,.-~ing o:: a cotmtry are 

not [;::.fts , ·L,ut the fru:i:t of sa::: :dficcs , of labour, and of tb2 saYi!}gs ·of a whole 

nation. 11 
vn1at the 8-:,mal:L Govc :,:nmont desil·es is that it should be granted the means 

to face .the realities of life as an independent people . 

Al though we me.y agree wit,h those uho oe.y that these a.re hard facts, we shall 

not agree if they contend that these people , who aspire to achieve i ndependence, 

would cl.0 better to remain attached to the AdminiGterins Authority. tire we goinG 

to 1rnnish these 'People 1:,eco.ur;c they desire their emenicipv.ti on? Is it pr oposed t o 

rejoice in eventual d i saster? The.t ·would scarcely be altruistic . 

The International Dnn).c., then, was called upon for consultation. Unfortunately, 

its tenns of referenr:P, did not go beyond "the study of the existing situation end 

of t he possibilities of econor1ic development ; and not a study of any proposal 

involving financial assistance on the r,art of the Ilanlc ," as the repres~ntative of 

Italy nas r eminded us . But it he.!)pens that financial assistance is the crux: of the 
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p.t·o::,lem. We have heard it suggested that we should now send a United i::atio;:ls 

te·.::h:::i.cal assist t.ace mission to S0111alilancl.. 'l'his is a second. body of expcrr.s 

tlw.:~, it has bee~ r;uggented, should be called into consultation . The Hai i;ian 

de.legation fears that we shall not register any real progress in t he matter of 

fina!'leial assisti:..nce, which iG the obvious necessity in this case . 

Ue were ar.i.oEJ the first to req\.?est that a Ur.ited .ifations technical 

assiotance mission should be sent to our o;-m cou1,.try. Therefore, we he.ve had 

actual experience . Ho.ny people have taken a good deal of time to under~tand 

that the raport of the mission would not be followed by a contribution frum the· 

United Ifati cns ar.d that it would not automatically open the doors of any bank . 

As t he rep;:-esent.r.tive of Italy has -poin-c~..?d out, the sending of a mission 

im.rnediately involves a contribution to the costs by the country concerned, which 

contributi on is reflected in its budget. Unavoidable expenditures are involved, 

and when reccmmendations have been accepted, programmes and plans worked out, 

tlie primary question still remains , namely, the question of :.:inan~in13. '.I:'hat is 

why my delegation was interested in SUNFim, the Special United Nations Fund for 

Economic DevelopmE:nt . We a.re all aware of the difficulties encountered Iterc·;:,ofore 

in setting up this Fund, and although. we retain the hope that .the Fund will 

,"l.ctn,,ll.~- be established, the fo.ct is that it does not exist and cannot be 

counted upon f or assistance e ither this year or in X number of years. 

Therefore , we revert to the question which we had raised in the first place, 

namely, whether, in view of the concern expressed in financial circles regarding 

the period following 1960 since it is one of t he hard facts of life that the 

accession to independence of a country brings a certain constraint in financial 

assistance at the time when it may be most necessary -- Funds will be advanced by 

the bank. 

The reason why we asked this question is very simple. The Bank's report does 

not entitle us to think that the Bank would be anxious to arrnist, even in those 

vurious 'ur anclieG of uc·Vl vi:cy where pri va;i;0 cntcrpriGc woul1,.'l. 'be :iblc to proceed .. 

As f ar cs t he other aspect of the problem iG concerned, regru.·ding the ,period 

before 19601 there is no question of assistance, since the Banlc I s report states : 
11Assistnnce would have to take the .foi·m of gifts; in fact , l oans would be nbnolutely 

inadvisable, in view of t h e probable slowness in. expansion." 
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(Mr. Dorsinville, Haiti) 

Shlce _direct ai.d to Somaliland by the Bank is O\It of the question, we have 

tlis'lg}rl:;; t hen:.:f.,::.•e, that name other solution r.:.::.g..J-it be found. The reprecentati ve 

o.:: I··;F.: y. J-.a:::i · t old uo th&.t hi ::, Goverrnnent iG not :p:.:ep.:i.::-ed, of its own volition, 

to Qf.'.:'.~r financ ·~al a:::s i .:.:'t;:1ncc to S0maliland unll')sc it is formally requested 

·to o.o co .. He cr.~i te un.derstaad the scruple::; of t !1e Italian Governn~ent. We can 

ev~n u.~d~rstand that the Governme~t of Som~liland might have preferred to receive 

D.s:::.i.::rtance from our Organization or from other exterior source . But if direct 

acsistance by the United Nations cannot be envisa8ed at the present staGe, are 

we ju::it c;oing to fold our arms? Italy has shown in a remarkable fashion, in its 

capacity as /l.dJ:1iniste:::-in3 Authority, that the confidence placed in it was 

juntificd and that it is prepared to be a f riend to Somaliland and to give it 

the technical o.ocistance which it would wish to request from it. 

We must help Italy to overcome these scrupJes. The relation13 between 

Somaliland and Italy being a13 they are that is to Gay, of an exceptional 

quality, strengt hened by tir.ie -- we do not Gee why Italy, with its respect for 

the covereign rie;hts of the independent State of Somaliland, and Somaliland, in 

its rcnpect for the obligations which it will freely assume, could not grant and 

receive the necessary financial ascistance . 

There are, in our opinion, two ponsible ,solutiono. If Italy were required 

to provide this financial assictance and would agree to do it only through the 

Bank, it ~ould have to pay the interest on the ·loan en<l to make reimb~oement . 

If it ag::--eed to provide the assistance directly, the problem. of paying interest 

on the money wot:ld not arise. 

There is another pocrnibility. Ar1 agreement is now in force 'between Italy and 

the United States of .America . I am speaking of the agreement of 28 June 1954, 
by which the Somali develoriruent fund was set up, consistinc , in part, of payments 

by the I talian and American Governments on an equal basi~. If it is difficult 

t o cover the budgetary defi_ci t under this agreement, we would not object to 

increased assis tance or development of econoroic programmes after 1960 . It would 

only be necensury to· change the bilateral agreement into a tripartite agreement. 

If the Governments concerned would accept this method, and if the Council 

were to make a recomr.endation on theoe l ines, my delegation believes that we would 
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(i'/.11'. Dor sinvj_lle, Haiti) 

hn.v0 the double advantage of seeing the burden shared and of being able to 

1N·j ~ i.:: , •; cf an c:>:G2,ni2ation already on the ::;pot and fardliar with the situation • 

A~, .: .:1·~· c.'3 ,,11e :r,.:-L•·~. :'..,:.,;11 of tllc deficit is conce}~t:.'::6, j :t, i:1ight be possible to 

a--~~~ ~-..:.": i t :;:to.~.:/ ws,1.:'.,i c.e:·,·ce e::,:91:ic:. \ly ,in any D':::·,; a -:cord reached between the 

pc.::: ··~~.·=f' .• t-o a'.10'.-.1r.2 the bt.:1·l,.::"1 of tllz.; .. ~r:i,)unt of 'jhc <.;e,,fici t . 
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My delegation has been l,cd to express these considerations because we are 

convinced the.t an ur3ent dcci:J ion i s necessary as regardi:; financinl ·assistance 

t :; be e;ivcn to 8'Ji:1alilnnd. He have been_ told both by the Bunk nnd by the 

U ·,,:iuister ing J~:Ltllo:d ty that no 'fJlan could be valiu.J.;y prepa1·ed if one is not · sure 

of' tJ8ing o.ble to count on this a::wistance. He ·thil1k that assistance from ou1· 

01 c;.:.nizutfon ~ronld have been the nio::;t desirable; but in the present stcte of 

a :'~.'air,, i;e do no!:. see any possibility of e.id comfog from the Ur1ited-Nuticms • 

i:c t herefore have ti.:rncd to what we thought to oe the most practical approach: 

Itr:clfan asGistunce .. either direct or indirect, tl1roueh tl-ie I nternational Bank or 

in assoc:i.at :i.on with the Ui1ited States of America through the Fund for the 

Development of Somaliland. • In making thci::~ suggestions , my delegation thotlght 

it coulcl contribt:te to the studJ' of a situati0!1 which is of concern to all of us 
., .. 

and for which it is preferable . to take sp_ecific measures rathe:c t han to \Tait for 

an ideal solution in the uncertain future . · 

In ti1e social field, my del~gation hopes that the problem of the nomads will 
. . . 

find, if not a s_pcedy solution -- .which iG not possible -- at least some sort 

of com;iderable improvement by the creo. tion of conditions increasingly favourable 

to t he sedentary lii'c of these people• 

. We uere IJleaced to note that the Somali women are playi11g an increasingly 

active and enlightened role in the social and ·political life of the country 

although they still do not have the right to vote . It is to be desire.d that nt the 

O.P11r ovr:iate time the Legislative Assembly will devote its best attention t o a 

propo:::al of the Government to grant women ti1e right to vote. 

Concernin::; the cost of living, the question of· nutrition of the population • 

and· its effect on the health of the population, my delegation hopes thnt the 

necessary ad,instments will be 11'!ade. l·ihile the statement has been made that there i 

is a very limited amonnt of unemployment and that the Somali Government has 

as its policy to maintain the cost of basic corr,modities nt u v_ery lmr level, there 

arc some com:aoditien that are still very hic;h. Iri this counexi.011, the Advisory 

Council has not failed to draw our e.t·;;,cntion to .the' fact tho.t it would be well 

to tnkc steps to p!.·event an inflationarJ' movement which would lead to an increase 

in the co..;t of living if wnp;es are not held at r!3asonable levels . • 
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Finally, my delee;.::ition took note · of the p:::.·o:.;rress achieved in the field of 

education. i-le a:a:-e familiar with the grec..t dif:':'i<.:ul.:.;:i.,~s cncounter0d as regards 

t:.,.c constructfo.'1. of new. buildings, the 11rovidir.g oz school equipment and the 

r,., ,i r ~lib:x.n~ of .:...:,:;ache~cs . Ho1rever , there has been c.n increase in the m.1moer of' 

p1·.2H.s att:.!ni:Lr,G both primary and secondary schools. 

'l'hc hiBher :;:nstitute o:f legal, econor:dc ond social studies continues t o provide 

fc:,r• tl!e t!'aining of Somalis at a level i·:hich allows them to continue their studies 

in ::::·calian univci·sitiez . It is to be hoped tl:at the Institate , which already has 

a lep;al status, will develop steadily and tlmt it will become a Somali university 

in -the fullest sense of ' the 110rcl e!'ld that it vill provide courses in other fields , 

t o.kin& account of the fact that th::n:e al'e not as yet Somal i c,1{im:~rs and doctors . 

It is difficult for my d0legation to conch•.de its remarks Hithout once more 

referring to the c1uestion of t he Somali language , In reading paragraph 511 of the 

:.-eport of the Advisory Council , which concerns the publication iu the Corri_£E_!:. 

of' J.ast 1:10.rch, of an en.tire :page in Somali as well. as the Somali alphabet with the 

Ar nbic equivalent I took pleasure in noting this . However, my pleasure was 

demini shed :two lines later when I read that the idea of continuing such a 

:rmblicntion every week had been o.bandoned. 

'l'l1e Arabic alphabet for the Somali language appears to my delecation to be 

a possible !:;Olution after the successive failureo o:f other language ch~racters . 

He l1ave also supported that · idea as lone; as two years ago, a:id we cannot 

uaderstand why it did not succeed. This was not a question of.' inveuting an 

artifical langua3e; it was a q·.testion of gi ·,•ing a written form to a language 

spoken by the greater _pert of the population, The pertinent opinions oi' UNESCO 

concerning the advantages which w.ould accrue from the nGe of the mother tongue 

of the 'People c&nnot be rejected . It might be a: good idea to consult the people 

themselves on the question, as the Trusteeship Council haz recommended at :previous 

secsions . 'I-he Somal,i Government might take advantage of the opportunity to do this 

at the next elections . 

These are the few observations that my delegation w,:ished to make concerning 

the s:i.tuation in somalil:.md under Italian Administration , It remains for me now 

to thank the representnti·re of· Italy; on<l tht.) Gpeciai r <;!prenento.tivc.s aG well as th8 

members of_ the Adxisory Council who have helped us in our study of these 

conditions . 
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• Mr . CI.JlY:YS BOUUAERT (Belgium)(interpretation fror.1 French): First of 

all, I should like to associate my delegation to the welcome_ that the PreGic.ent 

addressed to Sir Anci.rew . . Cohen, the new representative of the United Kingdom in 

the Trus-~f.lesh:::p Council. I do so all the mo~e gladly beceuse I already had the 

privilege of meeting Sir A.-ridrew both in Brussels and in Africa, and dur~ng these 

meetings I have hacl ample opportunity to appreciate the loftine.ss e,f his thoughts, 

= the de:pth of his views, the sincel'ity of his devotion to understanding bct;;-reen 

the peoples of Europe and Africa. 

I also wish to associate the Belgian delegation to the gratitude tta-l; has -

already been expressed to those whose work and studies nave again this year been 

of such basic im,ortance in placing at the disposition of the Council ell the 

information and opinions w:.1ich could best enable us to gain a clear_ and complete 

picture of the situation in Somaliland under Italian acl.ministratior1. 

As usual, the. report of the Italian Govarnment is a remarkably lucid and 

clear p!"esentationo The representative of Italy, Ambassador Grillo.,and the 

s:pecial representatives, Messrs. Zadotti and Gasbarri, have admirably coo.:pleted 

our information with their statements and always frank and complete ansvers . 

The presence in the Ito.li.:m delegation of the Minister for Economic Affairs of 

the Somali Government, Mr . Hac;i Farah Ali Omar and Mr. Mohammed Shek Osrr.an was 

also very valuable . 

I also cannot pass over in silence the r eport of the Advisory Council of 

the United Nations nor the effective participation of its members in our discussions. 

I also wish to associate myself on this occasion with the ernest regrets that 

were expressed by the head of the French delegation because of ,the fact that the 

French text of this report was not plo.ced at our clisposal. 

Finally, it would not be an exaggeration to say that our most important 

concerns have received answers in the very clear and complete report of the 

Mission that we.s sent to Somaliland by the International Bflnk in order to study 

the existi:n.g economic situation and the general possibilities of development in 

Somaliland. 

'.rhe opinion has been e)::pressed that ce1·t.ain conclusions in that report were 

rather pessimistic •. In the opinion of the Belgian delegation, this viewpoint is 

not quite justified. The role played by the experts of the Bank was to give an 

objective pic·'i;ure of the existing situation , and they would not have fulfilled 

their mission if they had not pointed clearly and completely to the economic problems 
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in the Territory, with detailed d~ta and figures . These problems are extremely 

difficult, and no easy solution appears to be at hand. Optimism is justified 

by the will to succeed nnd by actions rather than iii the analysis and. the 

evaluation of difficulties to be overcome. 
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There is little to Day with respect to the political field .· • ile can only 

repeat the stetcment mede last year that the Italian Government deserves the 

co:;,menc.ation of the Council for the skill and efficiency with wh;;..ch it is 

leading the Somali people towards the t~rmino.tion of Trusteeship . The stages 

ah•eac1y coverec1 in 1956 are spectacular. Legislative initiative has been 

t:::--msfer;ced, without any restriction, to local government and to the Legislative 

Ar:;r-;embly. l,iy delegation, above all, wishes to str ess the spirit of c.o:nfidence 

end co- o-pero.tion which animntec the representatives of the Adn1inia-ter;i.ng 

f,uthority and those of the Spmali people in their mutual r elationship . They 
1rhis situation ausu:co well for t h") i\:t;~re 

be~ause nuch co- o!)er::,;r,ion and conl:idence will be useful , indeed nr;i;c;;,~J,;.;i:-y, not 

only. between no.r and ~he date of o.ccesoion to ir..depe.1dence, but ~ven a:'ter that 

date . 

iii th regard to the economic oi tuation, the repm.·t oi' ~~:-.e B.:.:,,k' s e:>..'I)erts and 

the datn furni::;hed by the Administering f.utho::.4 ity point to two rr.<'1..~n se:rie3 of 

faets . First, a conoe!'vative ane.1:ysis cf thf:l econot"!ic p o:.,:i.tion of the Territory 

does not allow us to hope for speedy progress . Possibilitieo of development 

eY.:ist in sever::.:tl fields. . The main field seems to be the r;:ore rational and more 

methodical exploitation. of the livestock which i s possessed, alreost in its 

entirety, by the nomads . 

In th0 agricultHral fielu, the extension and diversification of productj_on 

is possible, e.nd the Admin;i.sterine; !~uthority is energetic11lly a.nd competently 

tryins to. achieve this aim. .Certain indµstrie3 1 such as the. processing of 

products, mo.y also .Generate new resources . Houever , all these various 

possibilities require lon~ apd patiei;1t work and, in the foreseeab:j.e future, will 

furnish only limited results • . 'l'here is no s.hort - cut that wiJ.l surely and rapic1ly 

lead to success and prosperity. · . 

In the pnst, the Belgian delegation has repeatedly dra.wn the attention of the 

Administerin13 f\u:thority and the Council to ··the necess i ty of envisaging a method 

of taxation on livestock, with the double aim of increasing the public revenue 

of the Territory and of inducing. more methodicr.~l commercialization of animal 

husbanc1ry. 1i'c are very glad to see thut the 13overnment of Sornaliland has 

resolutely followed in thio direction and is enc1eavoµring to intecrate the nomad 

or semi- nomad.breedern in the cycl e of economic life . 
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The special representative has shown us clearly, an_d wj_th conviction, how 

the increase in the number of water holen, which allows for better rotation of 

pastures, cor:ibined with the extensi_on of veterj.nary_ services and t he diffusipn 

of better zootechnic methods will lead to constant and considerable pro~ress . 

'I'he future of banana-grow;i.ng is a crucial problem which has been ai:ialysed 

at length in the Bank's report. On this question, the opinion of the Belgian 

delegation is very clpse to the one expressed last Friday by the representative 

of the United Kingdom. iihatever the difficulties may be -- and they are 

certainly irapressive no responsible government wouid, without trying to 

resolve then, decide to r elinquish an activity which at present furnishes two 

thirds of the foreign exchanBe value and the disappea~ance of which, according 

to the report of the Ban!,;:, could not be compensated in any foreseec.ble future 

by _any other export crop. 

The second series of facts which have been shown in the process of 

exnmininG the situation in the Territory has been outlined in the Bank 1s report 

as follows: 

"::ithout continuing financial aid after the end of' the Trusteeship, 

not merely for capital invesemtne but aloe on current account , there 

would be a drastic reduction in preoent standards of adr:iinistration, 

education and the social services, the abandonment of much of the 

pioneer work already carried out and :the frustration of hopes for 

higl~er living standards in the future . 11 (T/1926 . page 91) 

The :financial assistance envisaged would reach a total of 32 to 34 million 

somalos, as shown by, the estimate of the Administering Authority and as stated 

in the Bv.nl<' s report. The Minister for Economic Affair::; of Somaliland hopes. 

that it will be possible to drop this figure to 27 million somalps. 'l'he two 

estimates provide only 10 million for public investment purposes. The duration 

of s1.lch financial assistance, or any financial e.ssistance, will probably be very 

long. It Fill probably last for another twenty years after termination of 

Trusteeship . 

If it is possible to isolate the forecasts with regard to investments, it is 

far more difficult to distribute, rationally, the assessments for technical 

assistance purposes and those of the ordinary budget expenditure . These two 

fields overlap. Somaliland is indeed choice ground for implementation of 

technical assistance progranrrnes, that is, for the utilization of international 
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experts and for scholarships to ~omali students for studies abroad . 

is not the real and main problem. Somaliland will need not merely 

But this 

consultative advice by ~x-perts , but it ~-rill mainly need actual ·sped.a.lists and 

qualified technicians to ,,ork in various bi·anches of its administration : 

medicine, technical services, v<Jterinary servi~e, agr iculture, public works etc. 

Somalilanc1 will need civil servants 1-i'ho will cp-operate with the government 

and who will not be concultants but execut:i.ves . 

This point has been stressed by the r~presentati ve of Italy and by the 

l:linister of 'Lconomic Affairs of Somalilund . In my opinion, it is necessary 

to consider that the subsidies which are envisp.ged to cover budgetnry needs 
. . 

will be spent for salaries of such specialists . Thpse items cannot be 

dissassociated; it is· only a matter of distribut:i.on. 

As to the funds necessary for public inve·str.1ents, the r.;preaente.tive of 

Indit1 otressecl, quite correctly, as did the experts of. the Bank,· that the 

Somaliland f,ituation requires gr ants ra:ther ·than loans. The financial problem 

thus exists. Its nature is well known. But ·it is not possible for my 

delegation or for any other deleGrition to su(mest ·a solµtion at this stage, for 
. . . 

we are in the presence or· an important positive element .· In his preliminary 

statement, the representative of Italy declared that bearing in mind the c'lose 

relationshir> between Soma.liland end Italy, his Gover nment was· resolved to 

continue to furnish assistance if the Somalis vill be prepared to accept it . 
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I believe that we ldus'c note this statement and conGratulate the 

Italian Government for this step, which is r.iost i riiportant for the 

solution of the financial prcl, l er.:r, of an indeper1clent lJomo.lia . 

Up to 1960 the situation is quite clear; such assistance will be 

furnished under the existing Trusteeship regi~e . After the termination 

of Trusteeship, the Somali Government will have to tal~e the necessary 

decisions . 

The General Assembly wisely decided tho.t on 2 December 1960, Somalia 

will becomi a sovereign State end will be edmi tted in its o,m richt to 

membership in the United Hations. Its relationr, with the other Hember 

States will be of a sovereicn nature encl th.:)1•efore we cannot prejudge the 

position of the Somali Goverm:1ent after that da"':.c . 

In the meantime , the Adillinisterin;;_ A1.lthori ty, in co- ope1·ation with the 

present leaders of the Somali Governr.ient, should study all the :possibilities 

of assistance that the United Hations, the specializeJ. agencies , the 

Techntcal Assistance Ad.ministration and the Special United. Hations Fund for 

Economic Dcvelopr.ient can give to the Somali Governu;ent if it requests such 

assistarice . 

The Council rnay note with satisfaction that this work of exploration 

has al~~ady commenced, since the r epresentative of Italy state<l last Friday 

thc!.t ,r-:11~ presence in Hew York of the Somali Minister for Economic Affairs, 

of the s:r:ecial representative -- who is ,-mr~ing in close contact with the 

Sorcali Governr.1ent -- and of another representative of the Sor.iali Legislative 

Ar.f.i<,1:1bly has p !'crnpted us to req_uest the Secretariat to arrange for inforrnal 

an:J. pre~.i:-.1inc1ry discussions of an over-all programme of technical assistance . u 

('J:'./_.P'! .. 799: P·?:r:e_j_) 

In -the upi:-,ion of the BelGian delegation, all we can clo at present is 

to ask tb."! G0vcrmnent of the Administering Authority and the Somali Goverm::1ent 

to contint.;e c.2.:,;.g th::.s road and encourage them to do so. 
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hr. I(J.ANG (China): In our . e::aminat.ioa thi,; year of the amrnal 

report on Sor.mliland unde r Italian administration, we have had with us in the 

Council the Minister for Economic Affairs of the Somali Government, 

Hr. Hagi Farah Ali Omc.r, and the representative of the Legislative Assembly, 

1.Ir. Hohnr,1ed Shelc Osman. Their presence here ~s ruost .welco~e~ 

My delegation has. studied with great care the annual report and the 

opening statement of the representative of Italy, who has been ably assisted 

1·1.iy delecation also wishes to express its o.ppreciation to the n:e1Jberq of 

the United Hations Advisory Council, whose report has beec rnost constructive 

in our consideration of the various problems concerning the Trus-:; Territory. 

He are therefore ve.ry grateful to the representatives of C.oloubia, Egypt a ,1d 

the Philippines who, as member.s of the Ao.vioo1·y Council, came to assist our 

deliberations on the Territory the development of which has been 1t,uch benefitted 

by the efforts of the Advisory Council throughout these years. 

Before :proceeding to offer the observations of 111y delegation on the 

advance1i1eDt in the various fields of the Territory, I would lil-.e to rnalte a 

ver~' brief ·comment on the Advisory Council r·s functions under the chai:ging 

circuwstar:cen. It may be recalled that at its eighteenth session this Council 

e).'Pressed its satisfaction that' the Advisory Council and the Administering . . • 

Authority continued to enj~y a. fruitful and co~operative relationship. In the 

year uriu.er review the vork o{ the Advisory Council ha.snot been as fruitful as 

it ohou.l<l have b8cn. This may be largely due to the important 

constitutional developments in the. Territory which could themselves be taken 

as a tribute to the exercise of the fnnct i on:.; of the Advisory Council. With 

the replacer.1ent of the consultative Terri torie.1 Council by the elective 

Legislative Assembly, the respons~bility of enacting legislation in the 

Territory has largely pasned from the Adrainistering Authority to the Somalis. 

themselves. . Whethe/ this important phase of political develo:pruent has 

rendered impotent sor.1e of the original . functions of . the _Advisory Coundl it is 

ha rd to say. My delegation is, however , inclined to give -a liberal rather 

than a restrictive interpretation to article G of the Trusteeship Agreement 
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for the Territory of Somaliland. Under the terms of article o, the Advisory 

Council is entitled to be fully i nformed by tho Administering Authority on nll 

matters relating to the political, economic, social o.na. cduca.tional advancement 

of the inhabitants of the Territo:cy; including lec;islation appertaining thereto. 

Even thouch tlle Aclrninisterinc; Authority hac claimed to have no :e.d.vEtnce knowledge 

of draft legislation after l .May 1957, tbe Advisory Council could still be 

informed and aslced for advice at one staGe of tbc l egisJ.ati ve proces::; when 

bills approved by the Legislative .Assembly 1;mst be m.1bmi ttcd to the Ad.minis tr.ator 

for sanction . 

The Advisory Council state~ in its re~ort that 
11 

••• ·the Advisory Council •s terms of' reference, since they were 

formulated years before the esto.blishr.ient oi' t!1e Somali legic.:!.ative 

bodies contain rio provision whereby the Council sho.11 a.id and advise 

the Somali legislative bodios. 11 (T/1:ill, perar;raph 31) 

As we o.J.l know, the preamble of the Tructceship Agreement provides tho.t 

during the :period of ten years the Territory shall be placed under the International 

~rrusteeship System with Italy a.s the Admini_sterina Authority, nicled and advised 

by the Advisory Council. In our opinion, it is in accord with both the spirit 

and intention of the 'l'rusteeship Agreement that the DomaJ.i Gove r nmeut in its own 

interes_ts should find ways anc1 means to seek , through the Adn1ini::;tering Authority, 

the Advisory Council ' s recommendations which are conducive to the attainment of 

the objectives of the Trusteeship Agreement. 

Ue o.re therefore glad to hear from the repreoento.ti ve of Italy that 11 ne,1 ways 

may have to be found in order to mal~e the continuation of the constructive work 

of the .l\clvisory Council pos.sible , 11 (T/PV. 795 1 pc-.ge 13-15) Both the Sornnli 

Government and the Administering Authority must know iiow r,mch they can be 

b enefitted by the aid ana.·o.dvice of the Advisory Council . As the Genero.l 

Assembly is expected to review this question, we hope the Administering Authority 

will, in full consultation with the Advisory Council, _examine the poonibiliticu 

that the Advisory Council can continue to play its useful and effective role . 
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So much for the Advisory Council. Nov let me turn to the political 

o.dvanceruent of the Territory. Ue think the Council should note .with much 

satisfaction that during the year under review the Terri toi-y hat_; made great 

and rapid proGress in entrusting Somali officials with responsible political 

and aduinistro.tive functiono . It ·1s also Gratifying to note that with a 

greater r,1casure of autonomy for the municipo.1 • o.<lministration the Somalization 

of the local administratibns of all regions an<l districts of the Territory is 

now cor,1:plete. 
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Hhen the Council examined the conditions in the Territory last year, my 

delec,ation drew the attention of the Council to the importance of -the electo:ral law. 

We believe that the electo:ca.l law sliould provide for a proper system of 

regist ration of qualified voters of the rural and nomadic populations . We are, 

therefore, happy to learn from the Advisory Council that the draft law ·conce:ming 

the census of the population residing outside t he municipal areus has been a.pp:coved 

by the S::.imn.li Legislative Assembly and has now become le.w. 'l'his is indeed an 

important step toward the i mprovement of the electoral system. 

In view of the immj_nent election of a Constitutent Assembly, we a.re anxious 

to see ·that a nev electoral law and a law o f citizenship is adopt ed us early-

as possible . On this score, the representative of Ituly has 

assured the Council that both a new electoral law und a law of citi zenship will be 

promulgated before the election of the Constit uent Assc~mbly. 'I'he passage of the law 

def ining the national status of the inhabit-ant s of the Te r ri"i.:,ory will undoubtedly 

rule out the :fear of the inclusion of any repr esentatives of foreign minorities 

among the members of' the Const ituent Assembly. 

With respect to the question of the front ier between Et hiopia and S'.)maliland, 

we bo.ve noted. uith in't,erest tl1at an Italian delegation is to J.eave soon for 

Addis Ababa t o resume direct negotiations with the Ethiopian Government . We hope 

this time the negotiations will bear fruit. Both Italy and Ethiopia must be 
fully aware o±' the recommendations of the General Assembly. 

Now let me turn to the economic development of the •rerritory. The Council 

may still recall that last year Mr . Anz.ilotti of the AdrainisterinG Author i t y 

warned us that it was unlikely that the Somali Government could succeed in 

balancing its ordinary budg et by 19Go. His warninG had brought int o f ocus -the 

' dangers inherent in a deficit budgetary oparation in all the years since the 

inception of the 'l'rusteeship J\.dminiatro.tion. In face of that wo.rninG laot year, 

my deleGation strongly ur5ed that military expenditu~ea be reduced, t hat the 

money thus saved be divert ed to capito.l invest ments, end t ho.t inte1·nol revenue be 

increased by resorting ~o ef ficient tax collection and imposing n new cattle tax . We 

understand that the Advisory Council has suggested that the matter of the reduction 

of military expendituresoe examined by a commission of experts established by and 

reporting to the Legislative Assembly, However, it is gratif yin3 to not e t hat t he 

reduction of military expenditures is ref lected in the 1957 budget . As to the 
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catt.le tax, we have heard from thd special representative, lit:. Gasba.rri, that the 

Somali Goverru!lent is studying the possibility of introduc i n.3 a n ew tax on cattle . 

In his statement before this Council, 1-'ir . Ooar, the Uinister of Econ o111ic 

Affo.irs , cc nveyed to us the. Somali Governr:ient ' s appeal for the common efforts of 

the United I·:a:tions and the Italian Government ·i::,o search for the best solution t o 

enable independent Somaliland t o attain economic viability after 1960 . 

In the opinion of my delegation, this appeal of the Somali Governnient can be 

best appraised with realism by studying the report_ o f the Hission of the 

International Bank which is now be:?o:::e this Council. It was at the request of t he 

Italian Government t hat the Internationc:l Dank sent a mission to study the 

possibilities o_f , the economic development of the Territory. My delei:;ation wishes 

to pay its tribute to the i'Iission of "i:11e L'1ternational Banl·.: for it,s most 

informative report . May I also say that my delegation does not share the view 

that the fi11dinc;s of the Banl':. ' s Mission q.re in the realm o:? pessirnis?1:. 

In its repoi·t , the Bank ' s Mission }:las impressed us with the fact that in 

addition to the l imitation of the meac;re resources and future budgetary deficits, 

the economy .of t he 'I'erritory has suffered from the continued uncertai nty, of which 

the future _po s:!.tion of banana industry is the most serious . Dur j_ng the 

g_uestj_onin,::.: period much ha s been revec:led as to the intentions of the Somali 

Government and the li.dminis·cerinc; Authoi.·ity with regard to the banana industry and 

its alternat ives . 

\1hat cver may be sa id wi•i::.h rec;ard t o the views of the Internat::.onal Bank's 

Hission on the .question of the industry in the 111erritory, it would not b e wi se for 

us to i gnore the find:Lng of the i•iission t hat in the long run the interests of 

Somaliland may not lie best served by keepinc indefinitely in existence an industry 

which is 1.m econom:i.c. However, we fully 1..mderstand how difficult it is "vo cut the 

Gordian Knot . 
. . 

'.l'he International Bank ' s Mission has expressed very· dee·p concern over the 

financial situation in which Somalilend will have to f ind itself in 1 960 a nd years 

after. In the opinion of the Eission, with:mt continuing financial aid after the 

end of the 'J.'rust eeshi:p and twenty years after, 

"there would be a drastic reduction in pres ent standards of ad.min5.stration, 

education and. the social services, the aba.!ldonment of much of' -the piom:er work 

alread;,t carried out ond the frustxaticn· of hopes for higher liying standards h 

the future ." (T/1296, pgge 91) 
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On this both· the Somali Government, and t he Ad.mlnj_ster1nc~ Authority see·'1iled · to be in 

G.greement •• • Somaliland n·eeds ·both financic.l aid. and tecbnical assistance from 

outside long after its :lnclependence·. • 

As we lmow, the Bank I s His.siori • had not been asked to study anyproposa.ls for 

financial assistance from the Bank itself . \Jhat kind of role the ·1nternatbnai 

tank can play in giving assistance to the Territory seems to be obscure . I need 

b3.rdly so.y that the In:ternat.io'nal. Bank made most of the loans for ·specif .ic • 

projects upon the basis of an appraisal of the b6rT6wing cou~rtry ' ~ econoniic ·prospect~ 

and. its pr:)bo.'ble ea.po.city for repe,yment ahd debt servicinc . 

'£echnica1 ·assistance for the '.rerritory ·wiil be needed in public worlis, public 

health, education, agriculture and other· social services ~ Such technical 

assistance should be provided with no_. difficcl.tics \mder the programme of the 
. . .. 

United tiations and its specialized agencies . In this conn:e:x:ion, it is r;ro.ti:fying 

to hear from the representative or · Italy that" tl1e Italian Government is 'firmiy 

resolved to continue to offer technical assi::,tance in so far as the Sorealis are 

willing to v.ccept. 
fis to f inancial assistanceJ Somaliland will have to l ook to the advunced 

countries . He believe that the Somali Government will lose no time iri entering 
. . 

into consultations with the Itulia.n Government for the pur}.)ose of exploring ways a.rid 

means as to how much external financial aid either in loans or in grants could be 

forthcomin3 in time to al.low long ":cange programmes to be launched without much • 

delay. It would, of co~rce, be roost advantaeeous to the Territory if both financial 

and technical ass:i.sta.nce could be auninisterecl in common . On the financial aid, 

we believe Nr , Omar has very good rm:.t.s()n~ for telling t he Council that his 

Government I>laces great trust in the asslstance of the Itaiian Government . 

Of course, another source of capital investment in the Territory will be 

foreign private capital , In this connexion, it is most,encoureging t o note that 

the f.iinister of Economic Affairs of Somaliland has reaffirmed in this Council the 
. . 

solemn pledc;e of the Lee;isl.ati ve Assembly for the absol_ut_e rec.pect of foreie;n 
. . . 

investment . He has also given us to underst1;1nd that _the procedure and ter.::is for 

foreign investment will be_ l~id down in __ lec;islation very shortly . At ;the :,e._~e time, 

we a.re happy to hear from the representative of Italy that the Italian banks are . . . ' . . " . ' 

st~dying the question of guaranteeing private in~estmen~ to the extent of 
' . .• ·., . . · • . . .. . . ···. . . • 

So . 22 million. 
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In conclusion, my delegation 'Hould like to congratulate the Sor,mli · Government 

and the Administerinc; Authority for the increasing progre:ss that has been made in 

the political; social and . educational advancement· of the 'ferritory. I am sure the 

Council will look forward with immense interent and Great expectation to the . 

Administering p,.uthority ' s directing its a:ttention and efforts to the difficult 

economic situation of the Territory with vision and statemll8.nship. 
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. U KY/>J-1 MIN (Burma): l,s in so many matters cominG before this Council, 

the question under. discussion today, namely, conditions in the '!'rust Te1·ritory of 

Somaliland under Italian administration, could easily remain on our agenda for 

many days, perhaps even weeks, precisely because the question is so serious nnd 

in some vays so complicated. Many of my colleagues seated around this ta'ble have , 

in tneir respective interventions that preceded mine, dealt in a syste1:iatic 

and thorough manner with the many and varied problems which are before us. I 

shall therefore, in my present intervention in the Geneni.l debate, limit my 

r'}marl:s to what I consider and my delegation c,)nsiders to be the three crucial 

isrmeG involved in the discussion of the present item. 

First, we are absolutely clear that this body, the United Nations f~dvisory 

Council, the Administerinr; Authority, the Somali Government - -· in ~bnrt, all the 

pnrties concerned - - are absolutely committed to the proposition that the present 

Trm;t3cshjp i\greemcnt affecting Somnlilancl will cease to be in force on 

2 Dc.e;'::::nbE-r :.-5:.50 end thot thereafter, in accor dance with the agreement with the 

/,clrnin:i..ster:nG /;uthority, the people of Somnliland shall have become a duly 

constituted independent Government . The undertakings leadinG to this momentous 

event require thc.1t the Administering Authority submit to this body before 

2 June 1959 n plan for the orderly transfer of all functions of Government to 

a du~.:,• conntituted independent Government of Somalila.ncl . 

1, otuJy of the pertinent reports and documents in respect of this question 

has convinced my delegation that the agreement with the Adruinistering imthority 

calline for these provisions will be properly honoured. 

We have taken pai•ticulor note of the relevant sections of the Uni te<l nations 

l~dviso:ry Council I s report for the Trust Territory, contained in doctllllent T/1311, 

in which it in m!lde clear 

(a ) that the Territory bas proceeded satisfactorily and at an increasect 

rate towards self .. governrnent; 

(b} that the Legislative Assem·uly has been functioning since J~pril 1956 

and has in fact created a Somali Government; and 

(c} that there has been such intensification of political troining as 

to effect the 11Jomalization11 of l ocal administrations of all regions and 

districts of the Territory as rapidly as possible . 
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Thus, with as much certainty as anyone may h::ive with r0cpect to the future, we 

have reason to expect that :::iO!"i,a liland in ls,50 will have e::ner38d into indepe~1dence 

from the status of a conquerec:;. colony, with alrnost a decade of war :-time cnretal:er 

Government, and frcm being a uniquely constituted Unit,ed Nations 'l'rust 'fex·ritory •.. 

This lirn cl, approximately the size of my country 's neighbo-ur, Thailand, having a 

largely homo0eneous. population appro:-:imately one fifteenth that of Thoilonil -- and 

I am basinG t hio last cornp,nison on tha official population estima-i;eG •··· vrill by 

1$60 be presumably ready to aosume the tDsks of sovereiV1ty . 

1 Such an event W(iuld norma lly call for Dl)!)ro•rnl and even much rejoicine;; for 
!. 
\ , the elimination of domination of one :.people over another , the restoration of 

freedom to a people, are events ullich nlways elil!it the approval of moGt, if not 

all, 14<;mbers of the. United Nations . Certainly my delegation would wish to be 

mnong the rejoicin13 ones as it is presently among the approving ones . 

It -uould indeerl be u c omforting thing to my delegation if we could rest 

t~1,:; case as we look e:;(pectantly forward to the politic(:11 events of June 1959 

aud Decemh~r .1$60. •rrue, t he re are a num"i:ier of political quer;tiono which ore 

still persisting snd to which practicol solutions must be · sought energetically 

and urgent ly. 'l'hc frontier problem between the 'frust Territory and Ethiopia ; 

the question of establishi:ag a Somali citizenship; the problem of tribal tensions, 

which is re r;o0nizecl as e):isting and not entirely zolved ·as yet; the problem of 

women uncl of suffrac;e; these are s ome of the few remaining ones to which ruy 

delecution ettaches concern . There .are also a nnmber of socio-cultural questions 

for example , the riroblem of nomadisro, which for one could and should be raised 

anu effectively ccmbatted --~· which are, in i'oct i mplied or stated by the able 

documentatinn of .the .Secretariat as contained in its wor1ting paper (docuruent T/L .765). 

If the _political future of Somaliland .were the sole issue, we . could, as I have 

indicated, be relatively content wit h the record of procress achieved thus far 

and the promises of future· progress indicated. both by the falrninistering i,uthority 

and by the Advisory Council. .He should be confident that a solution to the 

problem of unive1·Gal suffrage would be sought ancl found while a solution to the 

problem of :nomadism would. necessarily be a long, drawn-out affair. 

nut the attainment of political sovereignty in 1$60, cru~ial as it is for 

the United Nations and for the people of Somalil and, is,.cloucled oy other 

difficulties . 'l'herefore, we cannot rest the case as yet. Hence I shall now 

r aise what \le regard ac. the oocond crucinl in sue. 
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'rhe docur.ientation provided by the Secretarict and especially by the 

International Bonk for Reconstruction and Development in doc'ul.llent T/12S6 entitled 
11The Economy of the 'L·ust •r~rritory of 3om:.1liland.11 ar.d by the Aclvioory Council 

(T/1:,11) is profo.1..!ndly disturbinG in r;everal ways. He hnvc learned that, 

as presently org~1.r,ized end de:;reloped, the econe,n'y of Sornaliland cannot sustain 

itself . m~ hove learned that a ret s0nable er.aminuti0n of the Administering 

l,utho:.city's plans for its economic development based on the relatively meagre 

resources of the T:;rritory rroulcl leave the latter, at the time of independence, 

incap::1'ble of survival ec(Jno111:Lcally at anything like even its present levels 

of production ancl consL~niption . T11c World Bi=mlc reports that there cannot be 

cuy signi-f'ic0.nt acceleration or grmrt;h in output during the years preceding 

i~1dependence and tha-:t therefore, without continuinr; financial aid, ofter the 

enu of the Trusteeship Agree1,1ent, there would necessarily follow a drastic 

:r eJuction in standards of livinG oncl even the abandonment of much of the pioneer 

wc:rk alrcacly launched. The Bonk insists that Somaliland after 1$60 will be in 

n::-ccl of 11 exceptional assistance" for as long as twenty years. 'He hove learned 

that the aeficits which would exist in an independent Somali budget anJ. balance 

of payments based on the assw□r>tion of the continuation of present economic , 

domestic and export policies would amount to the equivalent of several millions 

of cloll ors . Such deficits would exist despite the continuation of the existing 

aid agreements executed by the United States and by the Italian Government . In 

short, Somali land would enter its period of independence in danger of ec01:.omic 

jeopardy. 

The dangerous character of this conclusion becomes accentuated when it is 

• reco0nized that it is predicated on the dubious continuation of non -competitive 

industries and trades largely base cl · on subsidies and preferential tariff systems 

supported. by the Italian taxpayer . After . Gomuliland is free and independent 

there is no Good reason why the Italian people should exclusively and e~cessively 

pay for the Somali banana business . The International Bank regards this indJ.1stry 

and trade as 2ssentially unprofitable ond non-competitive , even if it should be 

more efficiently relocated and monoged. Never has my delegation encountered so 

direct a statement as the one the Bank has made about this industry, which reads: 
11 Hithout protection the induGtry would die11

• • 
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I think t hn.t the:te is ~-i ttle necu. to belauour tlle Council with this crucial 

iss ue, Bc::,rond <l~·,ibt, ~-il:! rr:v·)rt of the International Bnnlc; W!1ich my dclegction 

considers ·co c c EL~pc-::t1y ancl. ::·calistically propounded and admirably presented, has 

clt,arly e ~-taLli.sh~-:: t ;1n.t , 1,,'.1:->n""ver Sorualiland stops being we<l to the Itc.15.on 

ecor.nr:;:,·, e:~ . .l w.'.~s~1_,.),:3:,: -t,l.·!·~ rt:s :L:ian people tire of ca.rr~1ing burdens additional to 

their o,m> Scrri-,J i ~ t'.ni ,7";.1-:. 1·e:11,:..rc -- ·and I am quoting cxce:,.~1)ts from the report· of 

t he .J?,nt -- ,; E::~-c~:..·mJ.l 8 i (i. of o.bo•xt :;;6 million equi vo.lent a year,.. to ir.aintain_ the 

:present stc.:1c"l.ard. of ac1.1:-i~1istr~:tion and public se1•viccs ••. ancl to allo,-1 for a 

mo(tei:-o.tc e:n.1,.nir::.t oi' i,r..,folic investmcnt11
• And no one, least of all my delegation, 

,-,0uB. say t :,ot th~ p:.:e<'.;cnt standards are not capable of justifia:ble im:pro·.rements . . 

'T:k.c r;i·ci;.a:tion brinGs me to·my third crucial issue. i:-Iy delec;atio~ submits 

• t D.:1,t the un:i.ted Nations c:annot mo:cally end this Trusteeship Aereement without 

n.ZJ.ki:0(.\ oouc provision for · the economic as •,,ell ao the political ·future of . 

ia,:.,:r,r..;ml~nt So.no,lia. He firml:r holJ. t he view that the Trusteeship A13reement with 

t'.:,.:! _,\~:minist ering Authority should end on schedule in 1960. He also ·believe that, 

sL:c~ this Terri"tory has had 9: unique relationship with the Un_i ted I-rations , some 

relationship should be continued. He are not able to define that rel(;!,t.ionship 

today, but we a.re absolutel y in agreement with the International Banlc when it says 

t hat its i1li s.sion "is concerned with the impor tance of deciding what is t,o be done 

nm1, be:i:'O1·e the new State is set up, rather than lat er" -- • and, • a sain·, 11 an end. to 

the unce;:-t,ainty is thus the most . ur;3ent and important contribution that .can 

presently be made to . the economic -- and, we add, the political -- future of . 

Somalilanc111 
• 

It would be irresponsible for my deleGation to say: "Let ·us go ahead and 

somehow find. the :::6 r:iillion to make up -for- the e stimated deficitll. • It would be 

equall;t/ irr esponsible for the .Uni ted Nations to i gnore the -nature and causation of 

this deficit . This is not a mere deficit; it is an obstacle which c_ould jeopardize 

the principles of the United Hations , the objectives of the International 

Trusteeship Syi=;tem, the ideals of self - deter1;1ina.tion, the _ need _for -independence of 

subject peoplm end economic viability. It could, ia short, mean ,the materialization 

of our fears and the frustration of our hopes , Failure in Somaliland. could. Give 

comfort only to those who still hanker , overtly or covertly , after old or new forms 

of imperialism and colonialism. 
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Theref01•e , my delego.tion wishes to inclico.te today that the third crucial issue 

affectinc; Soma.lil and is the earnest searr.:h for, and the considerati on or, solutions 

to this economic problem. Since we are !-!embers of the United Hations, 1-:e share a 

common -- ancl., I would e ven sa:r, a sacred -- responsibility for findine en 

appropriate solution. 

In the meantime, we su3gcst that the International Bank for Heconstruction 

and Development ancl' the Expo.nclecl Technical Assistance Pro{;ranm1e ol the United 

nations be asked to conduct fu:cther explorations -- not on descriptions , but on 

proposed solutions to this problem . . He also sugcest that the Acb,linisterinc 

Authority and such others as it may care to invite, plus the United Nations 

Advisory Council , share in these deliberations . 

In sum, my delegation would · gladl:y support any recorr,.menclation of this 

twentieth session of the Trusteeship Council to convoke a meeting of inte:::·estecl 

parties at the ex-pert level to consiucr the problem of Somaliland I s econor,1ic 

development in the light of my foregoing remarl~s. If this would impose an 

additional burden on the members of this Council e.nd ultimately on the United 

:Nations Gene:cal Assembly itself, it would be, in the final analysis, in the 

interest not only of the Somali people but of the principles and purposes of the 

United Nations , for the fulfilment of which all of us have de<licated ourselves 

ceaselessly to strive . 

Before closing my :remarks , I should like to express my appreciation to the 

representative of Italy and to the special re1)resenta.ti ves, Mr. Za.dotti ancl 

Mr. Gasbarri, for the valuable an<l illumino.tinl} information with which they ha.ve 

provided us at all stages of our proceedinGs on this item. I should lil~e,-1ise like 

to pay tribute to the Minister of Economic Affairs of Somalia ancl the 

reriresentati ves of the specialized agencies , who, by their various inte:cventions 

in our discussions , have ausmented our lmowledge of the Territory, derived mainly 

from the wealth of systematic documentation available to us . And, last hut not 

least, I should like to commend the United Nations Advisory Council for Somaliland, 

and more particularly its members present here with us, for the i mpressive record 

of its accomplishments in the past, from which the Somali people have obviously 
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benefited so much. Ny delegation is firmly co1iv5.nced of the c01"!t_inuing usefulness 

of the /1.clvisory Council in various rno.tters and is also convinced. that j_t 11ill 

continue to :play, anc1 should continue to plt\.y, au i1t,po1·tant role _in the life and 

development of Somaliland until the ter:dnation of :the Trusteeship _A~reement in 

1960. 

Hr. TH_OHP ( Hew Zeo.J.ancl) : It, is a pleasant. duty, in opening m~, state;uent 

i!1 the General debate on the o.nnuo.l report on the Trust Territory of Somo.lilnnd, 

fon,mJ.l:: to greet the representatives of U:e Go-.,crnrnent and the Le3isla.tive Assembly 

of the T1·ust Territory who ba:1e come to New Yorlt to n::rnist us in oui· work. He 

appreciate particularly the a.et.ion of the Government or Sora.:1liland in enal>ling the 

Minister of Finance t,o join us this ~-'eo.r , when the principal interest of the 

Council has been directed to the economic situation. 

In the affairs of Somn.liland, as in the case of other Territories nee.ring the 

achievement of the objectives of the Charter, the Cou::icil1 s role tends less and. 

l ess to be one of exam_ining in detail conditions i n the political, ec.:onomic, social 

a!1cl cd.uco.tional :fielcls . '.rhe weight of :ceGponsibili ty for the day- to- day :policies 

of aclministration now fallG on the elected. re_r;i:-.esentatives of the :people. 'I'he 

observations and com:nents of the Council over a period of seven years are ave.ilo.ble 

to the Somali Government , and much of this 1,10.teria.l will still be rele\'ant. We 

com,.vnend th-:; previous re:9orts of the Council to their attention o.s the::,r assume 

increasing control of their do~estic affairs . 

We are i mpressed with the con:i:'icl.ence with which the responsibility hes been 

accepted in the polit ical :field a.ncl with the speed ,-,i th which covernmental 

funct i ons have been tra,·_,_si'en·ed.. This is uncloubtedl.i' tlle result of the close and 

cordi c.l co-op~ration ,1hich has been established. over the :,;ears between the 

Administrator and his staff a.nd the people of the 'J.'e1·ri tory, end in pa1•ti cular lli th 

the lenders of the poli ticnl groups . 

Uith the reforms of i'fay of this ycc.r, onl:>,· the regulation of defe,!ce and. 

foreicn affai:l:s falls outsitle the functions of the Lec;isle.tive 1\sseuibly. The 

second Legislative Assembly, to be elected next year , llill become a. Constituent 
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Asnembly where there will be decided the :for1;1 of the constitution through which the 

independent State will l>e governed. 

He note with considerable satisfaction the statenents of policy of the 

Government of Some.liland. regarding the position of minority groups in the 

con:Jllunity and will m-rait with interest infonne,tion as to the decisions of the 

Constituent Asser.ibly on this question. 
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Progress in the field of administration has also been impressive. 'I-he 

Advisory Council refers :i.n its report to the ·almost complete some.lization of the 

administrative services and . has given sta:c.istical information to s!lpport and 

emphuoize the changes which· o.re taldng -place. We believe that the TrustGcship 

Council will certainly wish to express its · approval of the progress made in 

transferring respom;ibility. to locally rec~uited staff, particularly in the local 

administrations of the regions and districts, and also to express its epprcval 

of the measures being taken to train· Scmali•civil servants for the more responsible 

tasks they must undertake •in· the er;:;entinl services of the centrel goven:ment. 

He therefore welcome the: incorporation in the Higher Institute for legal, economic 

and social studies of the school of p·:)litico.l and administrative traiu:J.ng, as an 

e.ction calculated to emphasize the ir.iportance of an efficien-t, loyal and impartial 

public service . 

The Government of S01:i.aliland has, however, recognized frankly that · specialist 

and technical P':!rs:;nnel with administrative ability must continue to ·ccme from 

outside the Territory in order to staff technical departments and to develop 

special projects, and that t.heir numbers will increase if the plans which ·are being . 

ma.de for the future arc to be fully imple,nented. It is to be hoped that the 

extensi-..rE! scholarship scheme introduced by the Administering Autharity, and 

assisted by ot-;her States, . will enable a number of young Somalis to contribute ··skills 

to the service of ·their ·country in the relatively near future. 

It woulcl also appear that for s011ie tL11e to come the judiciary in Somalia will 

need to number among its .members persons who are not Somalis but have the necessary 

qualifications to administer justic·e in accordance · '\-Tith the cocles which the 

Legislative Assembly has ·authorized the Executive to establish. The- independence · 

of the judiciary und the separation of the courts from the political institutions 

of have recently been achieved. • This will be a me.jar legacy from the 

trusteeship era ,-,hich the people of Somalilahd ,-iill clo well to guurd jeo.J.ously. 

As to the economic situation in the 'i'erritory, the Council will surely agree· 

that we have been ,iell • servezl. by the· broad o.nd lucicl • assessment of condftions given • 

us by the A&ninistering Authority, through its' r epresentatives, by the Uinister of 

Finance of Somalia, and in the pages ·of the reports of the mission of the 

International Bonk for Reconst:!:·uction and Development and the Advisory Council. 
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In particular, the Bank mission has -- 'to quote the words of the preface to 

its report - - . provided u a basic worldng paper on the economy of Somalia for those 

who will have to determine what has to be done11 (T/1296, page i5~). The mission 

has also seen as its task to indicate "the points at which decisiono are most 

urgently required nnd the factors that must be taken into consideration in making 

them" (ibid. ). 

In the courne of the discussions which ho.ve ensued from.questions on 

economic matters directed by all members of the Council to the representative of 

Italy and to the special r 6~resentative, a great volume of detailed info:cmation 

about the prospects for various arcricultural industries has been presented., 

Althou.gh the scientific expc:,.nsions of livestock production is undeniably of first 

importance in the long term, the special representative has given evidence of the 

contribution which cro1)s .like cotton and ra1i1ie could make to the economy relatively 

soon, with the proper financing and technical advice . 

As to the economics of banana proc1.uction, these have probably been pursued 

as far as possible in this .Council. At some points estimates di verge. Not 

unexpectedly, there are areas of uncertainty. i:-Iy delegation is left with a 

feeling of uneasiness, for exou.ple, at the assumption that the growers of bananas 

will be willing or eble to - sustain the contraction of their profit margin on a. 

kilogramme of fruit to about one third of the current level aft.er 1960. This is 

one factor belonging to the 11unk.na.ms" of the complicated calculations in which _we 

have engaGed. This does not mean, of course, that we have any doubts about the 

wisdom of the present policy of seeking all possible economies in banana production, 

'1hich must be eiq)anded steadily in order to fulfill the contract, uhich runs until 

1960. 
The Council has learned from the representative of Italy that the Italian 

authorities and officials of the International Bank were agreecl,when they 

conferred,that -external financial assistance required after 1960 would amount to 

about So. 32 million as a minilnurn. The figure arrived at by the Somali Govenunent 

a figure estimated at a later stage - - is somewhat lower. It is indeed reasonable 

to assume that any estimate made now about the economic .situation in 1960 will 

require revision. 
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The Council roust , however, regard it as having been estnblj_shed beyond doubt 

that Somalia cannot expect, when the ti;ne-te.ble laid down in 1950 by the 

General J,ssembly expires, to have developeo. an' economy independent of outside aid. • 

It may be desirable to record this fact formally, even tboueh the deficit. can 

be given cnly approximately. 

Vieuing the economic situation as a whole , we could not fail t o gclin 

· encoure.gerc.ent; however, from the optimistic tone of the statement made to tl1e • 

Council by the Minister for Economic Affairs of Somalia. The open-minded approach 

of his Government to the question of continuing to develop the Territory in the 

period of independence by utilizing outside ca.pital and technical sldll had 

alr0.ady, of course, been exemplified in the statement on ·the economic programme 

made by the Prime Minister in Oc.tcber 1956, • at the opening meeting of the second 

session of the Legislative Assembly. Problems confronting the Ter.i.'itory were then 

appraised by 1-lr . Issa for the Legislative Assembly with frunlmess and realism. 

We noted with. interest from this statewent that his Government had helcl ts.11':.s with 

Italian and international authorities on the · question both of their current budget 

and of that predicted for 1960. The Assembly was infoi·med of the assure.nee 

received of rcv.sonable financial assiotance from Italy even after 1960, a 

gesture by the Aaministerj_ng Authorlty the generosity of which will be readily 

ack~1owled.2:E::d by us all. 

As I · have stat;ed; than:,{.s to the work of the Bank I s mission, to the 

evaluatio!1 made by the Administering Authority from its spec ie.l knowledge, and to 

the recog!1ition by the Government of Somali.a itself of the country's ne8d.s, the 

scope and nature of the econo:nic problem is new broadly defined. . The Gover111nent 

of Somalia has shown its readiness to face realistically the fe.ct that p'.lolic and 

pri va.te cap::. tal will be needed ,·Thich cannot be provided by local in•,estors if the 

co,mtry' s economy is not to reg::.-ess and the l i ving standard ~f tht: popul£i,tion 

to fall below t he levels which the contributions of the J,dminister:.i:1g Au+,hority 

have so far sus"..:.ained and will sustain, in keeping with its respons::.bilities under 

the Trusteeship Agreement, until 1960. 

In fact , the Trusteeship Council's position on this question of investment is 

long established. In 1951, the fi~st recorded observations made by the Council 

on economic conditions in the Territory approved the encouragement of private and 

public investment and urged the Administering Authority to take measures to achieve 
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this, as well as to study the methods which .mig1:J.t be adopted to extend adequate 

guarantees to ext~rnal private investors. There has been no deviation in the 

Council from the attitude take~ at th~t opening session .on this question . 

The broad lines of the economic situation projected for the post-1960 period 

are now sufficiently ,;Tell estnbli~hed to make it practicable to explore potential 

sources of the technical and. financial aid lil;ely to be required. In considering 

how this stu.dy could most effe~tively be pursued, the New Zenlund delegation 

works from the premise that it is primarily for the representatives of the 

people of Somalia to decide what their needs are and how those needs mo.y be met 

from among the possible alternative courses open to them. We should, therefore, 

be in f_'av'.)ur· of a procedure which would associate the Government of Somalia f'ully 

with such an inquiry. 

If, therefore, the Adc:linistering Authority were to be invited by the Council 

to expiore the possibilities, on the understanding that this would be done in 
. ·. . . 

collaboration with and with the participation of the Somali Govcr:iment: n double 

purpose uould be achieved. 
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In the period of trusteeship, political representatives and senior Somali 

off'icJals bave acquired an extensive lmouledge and experience in this field, 

especially as regardo the negotiations of bilateral aid and technical assistance . 

They will be in a pos~l:iion to make their own contributions to such a. study and _ 

would, as w~ll, gain additional e::~erience likely to be invaluable i~ future year_s . 

It should be possible for the Council to recej_ve a report froni the Administering 

Authority, perha:9s by the next regular se::ision . 

There have been worth while achievemento in health and education, which would 

orc,j_na_rily have absorbed a greater degree of attention . If we do not remark on 

t l::c!ll at length today, it is not from lack of intereot or appreciation of tl:e 

pro1;lems b~ing met by the Administration. Con'll1entn bave, of couroe , been macle on 
. . 

cor:.d.1.tiol!o in these fields by membern of tltc Council and by r epreseutativez of the 

sveciulized agencies. 

It wan also hel pful to have an exchange of views in the Coundl at this 

session on the functions of the Advisory Council. For our part, we have no doubt 

that, given the obvi9us good will and amicable relations which exiot between the 

meri:,:~rs of the _Council , the Administering Authority- and the representativeo of the 

Sor.i:i.:!..i people, collaboration will continue to be fruitful. Ito nature m.u:::;t clearly 
...... . 

chanGe to w.eet changing circumstances in the oame way as doeo the role of the 

Adminintc:!'.'ing Authority change . . There has been no cuggestion that the spirit of 
. . 

the Truoteesh ip Agresment and the international guarantees ~1hich it assureo are 

not beinc; honoured completely o_n all 3 ides , and there is no cauoe , as we. nee it , 

for any mi:::;givinss that the direction of the evolution of the role of the 

Advisory Council will fail t<? be under~tood by Mcn:ber s of the General Assembly . . 

I take this opportunity to record my delegation's appreciation of the excellent 

report presented to us by the .Advisory Council , which has br ought us fully up to 

do.te on many important developments . 

In conclusion, Nr·. President, may I extend through you the thnnko of my 

delegation to t he representative of Italy, Mr . Grillo, and to the special 

repre:sentati ves, Mr . Ganbarri and Mr . Zadotti , whose explanations and statements 

were lucid, patient and alwayn to the point. 
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The meeting was suspended at 4 .15 P.m. and resumed at 4 . .:,0 p .r:1.. 

~ 

Hr. I<ESTIBR (Guatemala) (interpretation from Spanish): Before making 

my delegation I s final. statet1ent, per~1i t me to associate myself with the uords of 

welcome '1hich you, Nr . President, and the representatives who have spoJ;:en before 

me extended' to Sir Andr~w Cohen, the new representative of the United Kingdom on 

the Trusteeship Council. Ue are sure tho.t his contribution to the }-Tork of this 

Council Will be ns valuable as that of his distinguished predecessor. 

The study of conditions in the Territory of Somaliland unp.er Italian 

edministration has been of singular importance at this ses::i:l.on . The 

documentation that has peen provj_dec1 to the different delegations has been fc.irly 

copious nnd interesting . In addition to the annuo.l report prepared by t he 
..; 

.Ac1rninistering i\uthority and the working paper prepared by the Secrete.riat, we 

have bad before us the report of the Aovisory Council contained in 

document T /1311 and the report of the I.Ussion of :the International Dant for 

Reconstruction and Development in document T/1296. In addition, the Council 

has hacl the assis:tance of Hr . Hasi F(:rah Ali Omar, Minister for Economic Affairs 

of So1aalilancl, Ilr . Mohamed. Shek Osman, the representative of the Legislative 

Assembly of Somaliland, Mr. Gasbarri , vho was in charge of the Ii.cency for the 

Economic Development of Somaliland, Mr . \iilliams, representat;i.ve of the 
. • A . . . 

International Bank for R_econstruction o.nd Development, Messrs. de Holte Castello 

of Colombiu , :r.a-Zayat of Egypt, and Baradi of the Philippine~ as members of the 

Advisory Council of the United nations for the Territory, Nr. Salsamendi of 

UNESCO, Di•. Tabona of iiHO and, lastly, Messrs •. Grillo and Zac1otti, the 

representatives of the AdministerinG Authority. These are all people who, in 

intervening in our debates, have provided valuable information and who have 

given evidence of their competence and full knowledge of all the problems 

concernine; the Territory in their respective fields of specialized knowledge . 
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Ny deleGation would lil<e to express its gratitu~le to the delegation of Italy 

and to the officials of Somaliland for thei::: attention end the patience with '1hich 

they answeretl our questions, ond we should al Go lil<e to express our gratitude to 

the representatives of the Bank, of UITESC?, of Hi!O, o.s well as to the r:iembers of 

the Advisory Council , for the wt.y in 1-1l1ich .they helped to sup:glement the 

information provided by the /_c.;·.1:L::1i r:.:te:dng Authority i n the a nnual report fol' 1956 . 

Gornaliland is a Territory which , b·:; decision of the United i:Jetions, will 

obtain itc independence in 1960. I1:oreove:r , it has been repeatedly ctcted in 

this .Qouncil that the fundamental problem to be solved in Sornaliland is tne 

econor.1ic :problem, which so seriously conditions and uffectG the solution of the 

social end educational problems . That is the :reason why, in our statement of 

lar.,t yea1.•, we confined our corn!xu,mtG to general sta'cex:1ents and :refrained from 

making concrete recommendations , in the hope that this attitude of ours , along 

these lines , would be considered as a contribution directly r.iade to the people 

of SomaJ.iland and , particularly, to . its leaclen; . I repeat that ve did not do 

this bccauGe our dele3ation intended to gi ve advice to the :peo:plc of So1aaJ.iland 

which , i .t may be se,:i.d . in passing, has already set up a Government of its ovm, 

aware of the neecl.s of the. Territory -- but :rather because we are guided by a 

desire to contribute , even modestly , to the consideration of its problems and 

because we consider that in vi ew of the special situation in the Territory, the 

people v:ill not rerr.ain indifferent to the opinions. expressed in this Council and 

wi ll receive syr,ipathetico.lly constructi ve surmestions designed. to consoli do.te its 

independent .future . 

In the political field, iliipOrtant events have occul'red during this year 

lThich undoubtedly will ir:1:ply certain 1n·0Gress in the Territory I s process of 

becomin5 independent . i7e should like to highlic;ht , as the most imROl'to.nt event, 

the opening of tl1e first session of the Legislative Assembly in Hogadiscio at 

the end of /1.pril .1957. 1.rhis Asser,1bly 1 as we have been told by the Administering 

Authority, is entr~sted with the task of :prepo.ring the new electoral act which 

will serve a s a be.sis for the elections to e. second Legislative Assembly w!1ich 

will also act as ;:J. Concti tmmt As:xmbly. Go thc.t , a.s Hr . Grillo has en1:phasi zed , 

by the end of 1958, S::>!:1alilcnd ,rill have four basic institutions of o. sover eign 

State: a Constitution a Head of State a Government aud a Pc.:t'lia1i:ent . J J 
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He should like to point out that our (1clc50.tion utt;;ibcltc::, c reat 

importance to the woi•l( of the Legislative /u:;seu0ly. 

political evolution in the Territory, tliis 01·c,t1!1izutiou is the (.)ne v'.1:'..c!1, in 

our opinion, will have the greatest impact on the political future of the 

Territory. If the Constitution to be pror;;ulcntccl is to ncr1ieve the :;,urposes 

which arc properly its functions in a c1ernocro.tic State , it uilJ. llo.vc to be an 

instrurnent which reflects the universal aspiro.tio:rn of the polL.;icecl a1~d social 

groups anc1. the majority and r.1inority Groups '1llicll 1:1c.l:c up the pcol>J.e of 

Soraaliland; and without a fundnmenta.l statute provi c1i11c i:-.uo.r~nte-.!s o.,1tl Gr!.fcc;uards, 

the lwsembly, and the laws vhich it pror.:ulc;2.tcr, 1.L1u 1::0.:,,· proL.tu.cc.t e in the future, 

includinG the new electoral law, coulcl very well dccitle upon the Co:1::;ti tut ion 

in accordance with the views of a specific rmjorit7,, in th~ Lc,:;ic"!.(l.turc . 

Accordingly, the sovereign richts which ai:e accorJccl to a. :::,cc;:ile wi,en 

they are setting up their Constitution would. be li:Ji ted by the clcc~. ci01:s ta~-:cn 

by the r,:ajority of a constituted or;;e.n. 

stress the importance which this probler.1 ho.s for t:1e futnre of the 'l'erritory. 

Suffice it to mention , in general terms, the necessity, for an:,' co:··::·;u:-:it:,;, of 

ensurin~ the :perr:Janent integration of all political c.nl'l social o·ol1ris wi1ich 

constitutes a preliminary o.nd essential prercc1uisite for the r.,air,tcno.11ce of 

its ve1·y e:dstence and its condition as an ind.ependcnt a~1Q ::;ovcrcic:~ ~tatc . 

But the Liest important . thini; is the fact that these obscrvc.tions necessarily 

lead us . to recognize the advisability of evalue.tinc the leciti:•,10.cy of the 

elections referred to, perrJitting the Council to ascerta.L-: the d.e:;ree of 

participation . of all social and politictl groul)c 1-1hich concti tute the people 

of Sor.ialiland, in accordance with broad guarantees <::stabliLJhed in ~.clvance. 

That is the reuson why our delecation cannot but reGret the fact tho.t 

'the 1\dministering Authority has not yet been 2-ble to inforr,1 us of the ciute 

when these elections will be held.. nevertheless , ve trust th::?.t t he 

prornulca:tion of the Constitution will be carried out before 1960 and tliet the 

Council will be given an opportunity to pronounce itself upon this constitution 

in advance . 
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It should be pointed out that this sto.tement is based solel y on the hope 

that the Ad.ministering Authority will ha·rn to recognize that the · Constitution 

is the c1.ocuu;entwhich, as a fundamental law, will finally determine the political 

structure of the Territory as a sovereign and ir.clependent unit, and that the 

achievement of thef;e Goals falls within the te1·ms of the provisions of the 

Trust6~ship Agrecmen~. 

The· representative of Italy told us that one of the principal items on the 

proc rm.,rne of the So,Jaliland Governr.ient is that of defining, - as quickly as 

po~siule, the lei;al status of the peo:ple of Sornr1.liland so as to deteriuine their· 

citizerishi:p. Hy delegation would liL:e to emplwsize the i mportance of r,iaintaining 

t.he pol:i.t.icol otubili ty of t he TerrJ."tory ·and; t c,,u:t'ds , thirJ end., of ensuring t he 

succeso of the elections that are approaching, am1 the importance of including 

ih this Constitut ion full guarantees for tbe ·exercise of political rights and 

fundamental frec.:brns of the c:ltizeus . 

He have always believed - - and here we wish to restate our view - - tho.t only 

in an atmo:.;phere of secv.r"i ty provided. by absol1.1te • re:.;pect for the pcli tice.l rights 

of the individual can we ensure participation of all citizens in the life of the 

cor,1munity, which, as we stated earlier, is essential for the lee;itimacy of the 

elections that c.~e to be held. 

In connexion with this aspect of the politj.cal life of the Territol:.'y, we 

find the question of the census of the nor.cad po:mlation. In our statement last 

year, we spoke o.t length of the eff:ects of the failure to rai~e this question 

forthwith. rJo'1, in view of the statement made by the special representative 

that this census is being carried out. and that the work is (:,Oing forward rnp ic.1.ly 

we cannot but o.snociate ourselves with the satisfa ction felt by the Advisory 

Council and, in turn, ex)?rei:;s the hope that the rcGister of the pop.uation livinG 

outside of the 1:iunici:pal areas will be as accurate o.s possihle, tcking into 

account the fact -~hat tr.c f'orthcomine election~ will be designed to form a 

Constituent A:.;oem~ly. 

The fvlminis·\'.,sri.ng Autho!'i ty i ~self ha.s er:1:pho.sized the :politiccl. maturity 

which the Somali pc:::iple are acquir:~ng, referring to the progressive increase in 

the nuruber of Girls attending school and takinG an i nterest in orr;anizetions 



T/PV.800 
64-65 

(1,1r . Kestler t Gue.temala) 

r elated to public life . This compels us to reiterate our most fervent hope 

that the present Government of Somaliland will consider the possibility of 

introducinc direct suffrage and of granting ,-ron;en _the r i3ht to vote at the nc)..'t 

elections . 

He not e with satisfaction the existence of the new judicial regulations, 

as well as the statement n:ade by the Acl.miniGterinG Autho1• ity to the effect that 

within the present organization there iG a complete separation of powers and 

the independence of the juclges . Nevertheless, we feel that safegue.rdin13 the 

rights of the inhabitants will not be complete and effective until procedural 

and substantive law has entered into force which will . reculo.tc ftmdnrncntnl ly, om1 

in accorda':lce with local conditions, the vo.rio}lS bronchcc of lrnr. The efforts 

now beinc; carried out by the Sorno.liland Government and the Lee;islative. l\.snerobly 

to prepare and promulgate, in collaboration with an ad hoe commission , the civil 

aac1 rienal codes; the civil and :penal codes of procedure, the :penal rnili to.ry code , 

the rno.ri th:ie cocle and the labour code, -urnl.01.l1:ted:ly arc 13re~1t positi ,re rnd 

ir.-!Elcclio.te achiever:1ents and will be very beneficial to the population. 
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Nevertheless, my delegation considers that whatever the orientation of the 

future constitutional movement, whatever the de(sree of its i•igidity or flexibility 

or of its development, the character of secondary legislation that those legal 

instruments will have still leaves pending the task of drafting them in accordance 

with the·· statements of principle contair:ed in the Constitution itself. 

As we said in our statement last year, we will refrain from dealing with 

the problem re;I.e.tinfs to the frontier with Ethiopia and the tension among the 

various triben. Nevertheless on this first point we uould lilte to express· the 

interest uith which our delegation has followed .the development of this problem 

and to express the hope that soon -- and if possible before 1960 -- an approrriate 

solution will be found to this question ,rhich has b_een oi' so much concern to the 

General Assembly as well as the various delegations. He have taken note of the 

statement made by the representative of Italy to the effect th~t an Italian. 

delegation is about to ·leave for Addis J\baba for negotiations on this point. 

With regard to the second point we would express the confidence which we 

felt in hearing the statement that the Somali Government is trying to control 

and regulate all possible causes of conflict between the tribal groups concerned. 

I should not li:ke to leave the political field without saying a few word:.; 

about Somalilization. Apparently in the field of local administration in the 

Territory this process has been carried out satisfactorily; ond as r egard::; the 

central administration the Government is confronted with difficulties · in .view of 

the shortage of trained and experienced native staff.· Undoubtedly this is a 

complicated problem with political, economic and educational aspects and it is 

affie:iable only to a gradual solution. As is natural, this makes it necessary to 

recognize the efforts made by the Acr:iinistering Authority, J?articularly in those 

fields where administrative services require technical or specialized vocational 

training and the native staff, in view of the many needs involved in their family 

and social lif'e,are not always prepared to go to centres for training. 

Nevertheless , we feel it advisable to express our disagreement with the policy 

of giving special attention 'to the traininG of a small governing class, a policy 

which seems to us to t;uide the activities of the Administering Authority, because 

this would be tantamount to addin15 one more negative factor to the dangerous 
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social st_ructure uhich is now in force among the people as a result of the present 

differences ~,h:i,ch .. ~xist between the urtan and the nomadic people so that the urban 

people who are ri9w in o. much higher. ntogc of develori1:1e:it -- as they are closer 

to the educational and social services ~ncl the _best centres of procluction -- would 

be supplement~d by a P,rivileged roinori~y, privileged in that it holds o JJ:onopcly 

of political activity. 

I shall now proceed to consider economic conditions in the Territory. In 

the picture. drawn of the. Somi;i.li _economy und.e,r Italie.n ad1ninistretion there are 

some aspects the review of which _will. help us to Judge the p1·oble).ns still obtaining 

here and what the last years of the Trust~eship regime vill offer. 

In the first place, we have the question o:f the ln.vlc;etary deficit . . In 

acco::.·dance "•ith the statements of the Administering Authority, the budget will not 

be balanced in :the . next fe,, years and not by 1960,. The deficit in 1957 wa.s 

estimated at So. 8 mi:p.ion and it is estime.ted that it will increa::;e to 

So, 10 million in 1960. Hh;i.le ,re should recognize that the deficits c.urlng the 

period 1950-:-1956 were much higher to the extent that a considerable part of the 
,, 

subsidies granted by the Administering Authority ha~ to be used to cover ordinary 

expenditure , the continuing fipcal imbalance of t he budget constitutes n reason 

for concern for our delegation. 

The statisti_cs of the Territorial revenue show a steady inGrease which is . 

a fav~urable index of the efforts made in the productive field:J, IIev.ertheless , .. 

these increases have been eaten up by increases in ordinary expenditure, the need 

for which cennot easily o~ evalua.ted•on the basis 0f present informati0n, 

On this point the Bank's report states that :three quarters. of the increase in 

civil expenditure is due to salary increases. This shows that apolicy of 
austeri~y in the f.]anagement of the budget has not been folloved us completely 

as would have been aclv_isable in view of the financial sit~ation of the Territory .• 

The Minister for Economic A_:ffairs in the_ im1rirtant stc.teri1ent _be made to this 

Council stated, among other things, that the Somal~ people would not fail to make 

any sacrifice to achieve an economic palance i .n the_ Territory, on which depends 

its political ind~penclence and civil liberties . These wise words of 

Mr. Ali .Omar, Minister for Economic Affairs , should give rise to a determined and 

essential policy of austerity not only as regards overcoming the difficulties o:f 

the budget but also in overcomi ng the problems of the balance of payments, since 

its resources of.foreign currency should be used as advantageously as possible , 
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Foreign trade givco·- rise: t o soree _concern . Banunan , cotton nnd leather 

represent four-fifths of the 'l'err itory' o expm::ts. The. procperous situation . of . 

the first _industry :1.s due largely to the protective policy_ of the Italian 

Government. Hevertheless, the exportation of. b~nanas is now fac.ed .with _the 

uncertainty of conditions obtaining after 1960, to the exten:t that tt~c 

Administering Authority itself has underta~~en ::-: with our co101)lctc _op:p:cov:al 

a study of the best means of _reduc;Lng the hi_gh costs of produ_ction (lnd shippi_~g __ 

of these :products, as ,well as seeking new outlets for bananas . He express the 

hope tl!st_. th~se -studies and effort will be .. :pm:•:.;uP.d with 1.·enewed vie;our as we 

realize _thQ -importance of the _banana i:n the 3omu,li economy. 

In relation to these efforts, we hc.ve token note vith satisfaction of the 

report on- the project of· building a wharf at Chisimaio. This hos reached . the . ' ' 

stage of being a definite project wbose cons~ruction will depend on f -inanci~l .. 

rcnources which the /\.dmi;iisterinc; Authority is earnes_tly_ n~e~~ing. _'rhis ::-,har.f . 

will not only benefit .the banana industry but other export products . 
' . ~ . . . 

The prospect <;>f_ foreign tz:o.de de11ends lorgely on Et:.rop.con i nvestrnr:mh 

principally from, 'rto.ly, made in the Territol:'y. The attitudE! of the Somali 
\ •. 

Government towardn ~:uropean concessions is favour~ble , so the future of these 

concessions does not involvc_po~-itical prob~ems; as the, I3ank mission has po~nted 

out, _tllc :principal problem confronting these concessions is th~. question of . . .. . 
marl~s . . Efforts uill have to be mnde . ove_r a , long· perio.d o,f time to achieve 

comJ:)etitive conditions for Somali products _in view of the · ruther :favourable 

elements of Geoc::-aphy and the human element. 

· My delegation rloc.>s not feel that on the boGiG _ of /•/~.a J.uf1;r.n:n":;:i.cn we now 

have the E,l::.·c:r;-2<1!1 Ccmr.,0:1 Msr}:et offers a favourable ·p::.·os1iec:t f _or ~omaliland. 

These ore t~1c • l)rincipal fenrs. which arise_ in this eor..r.~xion: first., the _ possible 

dane;erous effect which a red_uction of dut_ies would have on the competitive position 

of Somali a g:dcultnral :produc-1:G , ~-rit~ resp~ct to .the l)roducts of other African 

regions which enjo:y_. .rouch more fa vour:::ible climates a~d t1:ius would be in a much less 

difficult competitive posit i on; secondly, the possible retardation, if not the .. . . 

complete extinction, of industrial development in view of the avalanche of 

manufactured products from. Buropean countries which have signed the Agreement on 

the European Common Market . 
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He have expressed our fears without for0etting that the Adrr,inistering 

Authority has told the Council that Somaliland is not associated with the 

European Common I'f..arket in any way which would infi•inge upon the freedom of 

the Sonnl;l. Government ns. to whether it will adhere to the Agreement when the 

decision-has to be taken. This decision could not be otherwi.se than an act 

of the sovereign Somali people. 

Ue would not like to leave this point without express i ng the satisfaction 

which we ha.ve felt in hearing the statement of the Administering Authority on 

this point., The advances made in the first three years of the 195!1- to 1960 

development plan have imrolved the expenditure of approximatel y 8. 5 mil.lion 

dollars, an ·amount which r epresents !~9. per cent of the total investment. The 

magnitude ,of thin effort has been recogniz~d in th.is Council by the Minister 

for Economic Affairs and we share this recognition. However, due_ .accmmt should 

be taken of the inforrrotion g:i.ven in ··the :report of the Bank to the effect that 

the result of the development .prc;,grammes to improve income will be slow in view 

of the r udimentar y level of living of the Somali people and therefore greater . . 
emphasis . should be placed_ on crops and industries such ·,as sugar, tea and 

textiles, which offer better prospects over a shorter period of time . 

Heretofore we have been making a br ief r eview of the _most prominent aspects 

of the Territoryts economy. I n our opinion the Administering Authority and t he 

Somali Govennment or e confronted with two fundamental problems: a budgetary 

~eficit and the urgent nec~ssity for foreign resources to favour the economic 

development of the country. 

Having reached thio point, my del.egation would like to remind the Council 

that, in accordance with resol.ution 855 (DC) of the General Assembly and in view 

of the conclusi ons contained in the report of t he International Bank, efforts 

should be rr.ade to f i nd practical. measures for the financing of economic 

development plans· for Somaliland. It should not be forgotten that this resolution 

refers to plans for the period after 1960, because we consider that the plans 

now in oper ation are the responsibili:ty oi' the Administering Authority to carry 

out and bring to a conclusion by 1960. 

l 
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In c1cc0:rc.'s:!c e • ,:ith -tbis int0r;>retation, m;, d·~l';),;ation wo~}.cl like to ma1~e 

th~ f o:.LY·T:>,s pr:,J.:;1~ i.-:iny s·...ti:;gcf.t·:onc-. i.i'ir,it; WA s:y,\111 li!:..~ to ;c,:;~om::i':':id to the 

1~a;·;1 j_nisterine; Jrn-~h:,ri,.;y and to the Govern:::~nt ·of Sor:,al:i.land that t here 'be 1)Ut into · 

ef..t:'ec t; • a fl,)li cy o:f aust.cri ty with ::ter.pect to e::p,:mditt"Tes undar the terr:.;.toriol 

bu:lgE; t in orc.1.f)r to bz.].en~,~ tl:e b1.,:dGct ·by i>SO , Seconc.l.y, ~-ie• reeor·..:::end th~t ·foe 

Soc-~al i. ('.)1:~:r::::1,-=:;x;; cor..s:i.cl :::·c ti p:)~,_.1.:y o::: i11jLl '~c.::-~_ty v,ith :r.esp ~ct. to consu~,:,i? tion of 

j_ro9nrted roocz.s ·in orcl-:::r to c c.1:,,t~r ,z: f,1n::i..e,n excbat1gc fo-r e .:;::;e11·'.;::.al projz:.ts. 

'I·!~i:::dly, w~ urg~ th0 Act:1inisterin.:3 f,nthbri ty to pursue the ·e:>-'ccut:l.ori of +;he 

devclopmc1:t plnn of 19~l:. -60 in ·su·:::i.1 a· wa y tl1at ot the e11d of the T~:1~stco ::.l-,;ip 

l fini.s;,ecl. /md fo,_n•th3..y: ve recom:~-211d to the f,,:~11i!?.ist2rJ.n5 hutJ.,n·it;i,····en(i t6 t i1~ 

Government of Soma:!..il and that teclm:.'..~:r:l oss:i.ct;::mce be · 01.Jtain:-d. from the t.'1::.:.:t.eu 

Na·i:,ions to prep~re • economic plans to be put into effect a:ftcr 1S60 on ti1e • bas1s · 

of the stud~•- made by the Ban:k and to calculete the mir.:L:·"1.'m r.e.e(is of foreicn • 

exchange for a pe:r.iod of five or sh: years. 

In tc.king up the question of ·s ocial a dvancement ~ r~ i1iL'11Qd.::,ctel:r fi:id oursel\res 

conf:;_•lmted by a p1·oblc1:1 whil:h i.;rgen,;1-;r req~ires a solution! the health of the 

ir:h&b:i.tants and t:ne sanlh,ry condit::.l~ns· in which they live . He r e:~ lize· t iwt this 

s0l1..t:: on is not iri.cluu.ed in the immediate field of action to which we have just 
. . 

re:f~:;:red, althou,:;11 it docs involve overeoming a good many negative factorn such as 

th€ l'.:w l 8·re l of c:3uc~tion of the :teople arid the a·dverse locni social o:1d econcnic 

cond:i ·dons of the cour.try . Moreove::.··; we note lri t~ snt::. sfaction the efforts of 

the i,c',minii:;l0ring f.uthority to coruh1t certain diseases such os tuber6ulosis , • 

r.iali1:::·ia, leprosy end other endemic cl::.sea ses . Nevertheless, we feel- that these 

e:::fc:rts clo • not cor :::-en1,o;.1d to the n:r· g-:mt n3eds ·or the Terri to:-.·y. As : !las b2en 

em;h.=1s::.z8d l ly the repr es~ntnti~, = of \·:HO ,; mnch r~r:iains -<jo be a.o·ne in the field of 

mo-th0r and child h2alth and in envi,.·onment.al • sc1nitatio::1~ 

Dr . Tabona, represer,tntiva of' ~rno,· in his interestine; s ,.;atemen.-t to the 

Council, raised the following three basic nspects· of the proolem of 11.calth in 

the Territory: first, the i:;hortoge of' mec1ical staff; Secondly, the reorientation 

of' exintir:c; services mo;..·c towards p1.·e\reti-ci ve meJ::.cine; and t:1irdly, t~e necessity 

i'or wo::.·king out a general cor:,r,:.-ehens).\'C worlt J.il'Og-rur:n:.1c programme to deal tritl1 

health problems . As to the first point, Dr . Tabona notes the fact that at the 
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present time there is not a single qualified indigenous doctor and that by 1$63 

there is the prospect that there will be nine Scmali doctors , In order to meet 

the situation, his orGanization proposes two mea:mres: first, the setting up of 

a short course of two years for practitioners or more advanced medical assistants 

to undertake greater responsibilities in the field; secondly, increasing the 

programme of training auxilicry medical and sanitary personnel. On the second 

point, he drew attention to the necessity of ei:;tablishing a demonstration and 

training area to work out means of distributing local stnff and facilities to 

malrn up the system of public health and medical services. As ree;ards the third 

point, he emphasize cl that once there had been set up an area for training and 

demonstration by appropriate types of sanitation services, as a natural 

consequence this type of services would be extended c;radually throughout the 

Territory as :pnrt of a general long.range plan either as an independent programme 

or as an integral part of the economic ancl social development ;programme for the 

Territory , No one will have failed to note the importance of these very 

interesting observations and suggestions. My delegation would lil-::e to state 

again to HHO through its representative, Dr, Ta bona, itG very sincere 13ratitude 

for this ve17 valuable contribution , At ·the same time I should lil<.e to e;{press 

the hope that the /1clninistering Authority, in receiving these sugge:;tions and 

observations sympathetically, will consider the possibility of requesting 

technical asststnnce from this Organization in each of the cases raised and 

giving them priority on the list of proerammes, which would then be submittecl for 

consideration to the Technical lwsistance Board. 

It should be noted that in my statement last year we had already pointed 

out the necessity for seeing that plans for public health in the Territory should 

be carried out in a co-ordinated and integral form under the direct supervioion 

of technical organizutions, At that time, we said: 

"More specifically, reference should be made to the· ncceosit:r 

for ensuring that plans f'or public health are. not entrusted solely 

to municipalities, but should also be carried out as part of a 

co-•or<.1.inated and, integral plan under the direct supervision of 

technical bodies, 11 
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"On the other hand, we should hope that in accordance with the concerns 

we express·ed ot previr,us sessions end as part of these platis for health 

and for co~batting diseases found in the countr y , the number of rural 

services would. be increased and the number of -native doctors, which so. 

far do not exist, would be increased. He know that owing to the way 

in which tho population is distributed there are dif'ficulti.es in this 

progrmurne which are very great . We have learned o·f • a good rnany • 

petiti<?n::; requesting potients to leave hospitals before they have 

completecl thefr treatment . " 

As these observations have become to a certain extent largely of cw.·rent 

interest as a result of the suggestions made by HHO, ,~e thought it opportune 

to call them again to the attention of the Admini nterins Authority in the h ope 

that it will give them due consideration. 

In respect of other aspects of social development , we reaffirm our cleep 

satisfaction in the fact .that Somali women enjoy all fundamental rights and that 

their moral dignity is respected on a footing of complete ·equality with men . 

We maintain the hope that the Administering f,.uthority will intensify its efforts 

at etlucation in order to achieve the . speedy incorporation of Somali women into 

the political life of' the country so that in the near future they can exercise 

the right to vote . 

In the field of labour we see with some regret that no improvement has been • 

me.de in the system for protecting workers . From the statements macle by t he 

Aooinistering Authority in paragraph 103 of the annual re:port, we ·note that 

sufficient encouragement has not been given to the organization of trade unions , 

with the result that the trac1e union movement is not develo1>ing spontaneously . 

He trust that •vith the issue of the ·new Labour Code the aspirations of worlcers 

will be recognized in a more complete way . Perhaps it might be appropriate to 

recall the helpful contribution that could be made to this work by a discussion 

of the ILO Convention. An initiative of this kind on the part of the Administering 

Authority would, as we·· have already pointed out , i n no way interfere with the 

competence of the Legislative Assembly . . 
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Lastly, we turn to the question of educational development. In this field 

we are still concerned with two fundamental question&: the teaching of the 

languege and nomadism . I n relation to the first point, paragraph 181 of the 

annual report states : · 

"As regards the use of the Somali language in primary education, 

only the Leg:i,.slative fi.ssembly can find a solution to this problem." 

The quention is of very great importance . Undoubtedly the peopl e of Scrualilond 

themselves, either uirectly or through their representatives, can roost appropriately 

solve this problem . Our delegation notes with st1tisfaction that although the 

possibility of using the indisenous languace has not yet been rejected- -and in 

particular there is a possibility of it oeinc; used in a mass education progrnnmie 

designed to help sol ve the probl em of the nomad people -- we trust that a solution 

will be worked out as quickly as possible . 

A question of deep concern to the Council has been the various aspects 

of the second mutter , the question of the nomad population . He realize that thin 

problem is in it.nelf very complicated because it has political., social and 

economic aspects which can only be overcome over a long period. Last yeax we 

referred to the contribution that a mass education programme might make to the 

solution of this problem provided that it could be concretely implemented. 

Now we have learned with great satisfaction that the Administerine l,uthori ty, in 

collaboration with UNESCO, is continuing to devote attention to this problem and 

that important experiments in the area. ·o.f Dinsor and the region of the Lower Giuba 

have been carried out . We note that one of these projects is also designed to 

cover mass education and not merely nomad education . We understand that the 

results obtained cannot be evaluated except over a long period. He trust that 

the Administering Authority will not abandon its efforts to incorporate these 

elements into the life of the community as a whole . 



T/PV.800 . 
76 

( I-,b:- . l(estler, Guo.temal~) 

Finally, we regret _that UNESCO has not been able at this session to make any 

observe.tiuns on these plans, - because that organization did not receive the report 

on the 'l'erri tory. 

'-.Te hi:we concluded our com.rnen+,s on the various aspects of the Territory 

customarily dealt with by the Council in its appraisal of the progress achieved. 

We should now like to refer briefly to a question of a general nature ·which has 

concerned the various delegations here during this sessj:on: namely, the relations 

between the Administering Authority and the Advisory Council for the 'l'cr:ci tory. 

Owing to the introduction of recent changes in the Territory, the problem bas 

arisen of the form in which the functions of the Advisory Council should be -• 

~ carried out; since its terms of' refe1·ence contain no provisions authorizing it 

to give advice to the Som?-li legislative bodies. 'l;he problem is a real one; 

however, in view ,of the fact that the Administering Authority has not denie(l the 

right of the Council to function in accordance with the provisions of the 

Trusteeship Asreement nnd, o!l · the contrary, has stated that it will give 

careful consideration to any practical suc;c;estion to regulate the procedure of 

consultation in view of _the new situation, . there are encouraging prospects for a 

solution of the problem. My delegation trusts that such a solution will be found 

soon -- perhaps as a result of- direct arrangements between the Administering 

Authority and the Council itself -- so that the l atter can continue to carry out 

its functions to the benefit of the Territcry. 

In concluding our comments, ,,e should like to note that our position in 

relation to the 'I'erritory of Some.liland and its problems continues to be the same 

as we stated last year: we still believe t hat the essential problem confronting 

the people of Sornalilancl, the Ac1roinistering Authority and to some extent the 

United tlations is the economic and financial problem of the Terr_itory and that 

the most serious aspects of this problem are nonmdism and the i·elative poverty of 

the soil. MoreoYer, we still believe that an effo::.·t to solve all these problems 

will achieve the best results if it is part of an integ:cal organi_zed plan ta.king 

into account all possible sources of finance, under the direction of its own 

leaders and under circumstances which will assure the independence of the people. 
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I close this statement with a tribute from my delegation to the Administering 

Authority for the way in which, in giving effect to the principles of the 

Trusteeship Agreement, it is trying to ensure the progress and independence of 

this Territory. 

~fr . SEfulS (United States of America): J.i'irst of all , my delegation woul d 

like to welcome to this Council Sir Andi·ew Cohen, fo:cmer Governor of Uganda. 

Suffice it ·to say for the moment that few men in this world today have contributed 

more in the proper way to the development of Africa . 

On the question of Somaliland, my delegation wishes to thank very much 

Mr . Grillo, Mr. Gasbarri, Mr. ?,adotti, Mr.- Ragi Farah Ali Omar, Mr . Mohamed Shek 

Osman and the Advisory Council for the information they have supplied. I 

remember well in Somalia a few years ago going around with Mr. Gascarri. He tool{ 

me around to some of his ",ell s . I could see how thirsty the cnmels were and the 

very difficult problems which certainly face a country with the kind of climate 

and soil that you find in Somaliland. 

The Somali people are embarked upon a great national adventure and deserve to 

be successful . They are a strong and ruc:med people, and we want them to be truly 

proud of their forthcoming independence . But even before independence two 

problems in particular confront the Somalis and will have an important bell.ring 

on their future . These concern the unsettled frontier 4uestion and the problem 

of economic development . 

The United States dele5ation believes that a solution of the frontier question 

has now become a matter of urgency. 

Last February the General Assembly voted 71 to none to adopt a resol ution 

calling on Ethiopia and Italy to conduct negotiations on the subject of the 

entire frontier. It also requested that the next General Assembly be informed 

about the progress of these negotiations and how near they uere to completion. 

The resolution expressed the further opinion and this is important -- that if 

these negotiations proved fruitless it would be in the interest or a final 

settlement to call for third- party assistance . 

The United States dele6ation hopes and bel ieves that these negotiations will 

succeed before Somaliland becomes independent . In fact, they haye got to succeed 

unless a world already overburdened. with political mistrust is going to have one 

more area of potential conflict. The seriousness of the situation is obvious . 
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F.qually as important as the frontier is the question of economic development , 

This is a long- range proble111 which -will require the best talents of the Somali 

leaders and their :peo:ple . It will require ·not ·only a continuation of 'Italian 

interest and assistance but also the co- operation of other countries that are in 

a position to contribute through trade, investments, techtiica.l assistance, and other 

ways . 

At tlle same time, we must never forget that a special responsibility rests 

on the Trusteeship System and on the . United NaUcns as a whole, since Somalia in 

large measure is a United Nat ions creatj_on, It would be a very damag ing blow to 

the prestige of the United. He.tions if the new State of Somalia were launched under 

handica'.l?s which no young nation shoula. be ca.lled upon to bear . 

Somalia deserves better luck than to have Hs frontier and its economy in 

such a state tllat a peaceful and healthy way of life becomes impossible after 1960 . 

The penetrating and valuable report presented by the International- Bank 

Mission has much to say on the question of the Somali economy and ·the assistance 

it will need in the immediate years ahead. The conclnsions of this report o.re not 

cheerful, but the Somalis are not a fa.inthearted people and will not be easily 

discouraged~ 

The report states that exceptional assistance rr.ay be needed for Somalia for 

as much as 20 years beyond the end of trusteeship. But it is the problem of 

planning for an economy which is based on the need for outside assistance that 

puzzles the territorial administrators . The Bank st1·esses that this is very 

difficult so l ong as there is uncertainty over the extent of the financial 

assistance which may be expected after indepena.ence. They believe that "an end 

to this uncertainty is thus the most urgent and important contribution that can 

presently be made to the economic future of Scmnl:i.a . 11 

These are sobering tboughts, esl)ecially as there appears to be no way to 

dispel t.he lmce:rtninty. 

On tbe other hand., we have listened carefully ·to the constructive stat,ements 

made by the representatives of Italy and the Somali people . 

We believe their views were well summarized by Ambassac1or Anzilotti in April 

when he o:pened the Legislative Assembly in l~ogadiscio . In his speech to the 

legislators he stated that if one lool~s at the economic situation objectively there 

is no cause for undue alarm or discouragement . He emphasized that the Somali 



1·/PV .Boo 
79-80 

(Mr. Sears, United States) 

economy must rest upon the development of agriculture and animal inc:uatry end 

concentrate upon :•those products vhich can be produced profitably and in quantity, 

such as cereals, oil seeds, textile >".'io:i:es and sugar. He also l ool,ecl forward to the 

creation of a European Co.rr.mon tt:arket . from which Somalla would receive very 

substant~.nJ. fin;).rrcial aid. .-md, most important, he anticipated the reorganization 

of Somali :prodaction on a n:ore rational and economic basis. 

The United States deleg.:-i.tion is not prepa1·ed at this meeting of the Council 

to me.ke d.~tailed. obser·,ations on t!1c economic p::oblem.s confronting Somalia . The 

Bank rep:'>1.'t and other i'.vail able i nf,-:rma,t i"2n are stj.11 bein3 carefully studied by 

the appro:;:,riat.e ~.f::;;mcins of t::ie Uci-!:.ed St.::,.tes G0·ren::nent . 

is beiag actively car:d0d. 0:1 in Scr.::e.lia . This t)Silist :a·.::ce dcB.ls particularly with 

far.2i:-:g , i:·r:lg0.t'....on, 0~:uir. s ',;::,rage, ·tr1e sintinc; of ci.eep and shallow wells and 

technical tre.ini:.·;;;. 

Furtl1crmor2, we sr;all cor.tinue to give consideration to making ave.ile..ble to 

Somalia evei·y a:pb~:co:pris.te asrdstance with a view to helping its people move 

toward economic 1.:ltle:;r~:.-~0.ence us q_uicl<..ly as possible . 

In this ce,:1r.r;.x:ion; it is ir-.po:.'.'tant to realize how necezsary it is to 

establish t he cond.i tionG -of J;v:!.iti.::a: and econ~•mic freec.om vithout which freedom 

itself' is a deh,cio::i.. 
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De:forc cJ.osing, we would lil<:e to make two general su~gest ions which we believe 

lrould help in solving tLe ecr::>11ornic problerns qf th~ co\1Dtry. 

First, we believe . that 'the next Visiting Mission to the Territory, which is 

auout to leave , should cive pe,rUcuJ.ar attention to economic affairs . It might be 

helpful if one or two economic specialists were attached to the Mission so that 

their findin[.;s might ue reflec·ted in '11he report. Secondly, we consider that 

before 1960. another Specio,J. .Mission, ~uito.bly composed, could. usefully examin~ (;1-nd 

rep0rt on the progress which lias been achieved along the lines r .ecommended by both 

the Dnnl: Mission and the A<lministertnc J\uthorit:r . 

And now, finally , the United States clelegation commenc.ls the Italian 

o.clminbtrators for the encourae;ement .and co- operation thE:t a.re c;ivini; the Somali 

people . He also conc;ratulate t lle 8omalis as they beg i ;1 to o.ssume the obligations 

and opportunities which come with modern nationhood. The p roblems are difficult -­

but .on both sides tlle cpi1•i t is strona. 

1'1r .• Hili'AI (Syria): As I take the floor to offer our comments on tl1e 

pol iticc.l , economic and social evolution of Somaliland under Italian a~1.ministi·ation, 

I cannot helJ_) recalling the uast artlly assassination which snatched a ('le~.r friend. 

and worthy collenct!e :from our midst . Lust _ye~r ,. a.round thi~ time, Minister 

Kamal Ecldin Saluh of Egypt was sittinG in this Council, tendering his advice when 

it was solicited aml plo.cin3 his rich experience of conditions in So:naliland at 

the G.i sposal of the membe1·s of the Council . 

1\.11 of us here are well aware of the zeal with ·which the late Egyptian 

1·ep:cesentati ve on the J\.c.1visory Council carriecl out his tas!::s . Re worked 

intelligently , enthusfo,stico.lly and inclef'.::.ticably to foster the cau::;e of the Somali 

people aucl the cause of the United Nations as e, . whole . It ~s no exnGgeration to 

sa~' that his efforts were second to none in a iding. Sornalilancl to at t o.in a viabl e 

statehood. and a meaningful future . 

Toduy he is no more . The cruel hand which murderetl him did not only brine; a 

greo.t loss to EGYI:it and the United Nations but also left a stigma on the Territory 

i1hich the 0allant Somali -people, I am sure, will do everything to expun~e . \'Te 

trust that the criminal and those who viere behind him will receive o. punishment 

commensurate with their horrible crime . The hired hand must not alone pa~' the 

penalty. 
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In the year under review, Sorn.aliland has continued to maim strides in the 

political fielcl. My delegation is particularly happy to note that the 

Son:alization of ·local administration of all regions and districts in the Territory 

has been cor.-1pletecl and that the Bomali Govcrrnaent has ueen invested with increasing 

responsibilities. 

By clecree 108 of 16 Novernbe.c 1956, the special offices of the trusteeship 

ad.ministration hcve been abolished., ancl with thcra the office of Co1m2,cllor to the 

Somali Ministers . It may be recqJ.lecl in this connexion that the AdlainisterinG 

Auth-:,ri ty had. inforn.ed this Council last year that the office of Counsellor was a 

transitional institution, to be removed whc.:never the Somali Gove:::-nment s howed signs 

of ability to operate unaided. My delec;ation at. that time expressed <lou;:,ts with 

regarcl to the necessity of that institution. He f.:;lt, moreover, that the 

attendance by these Counsellors at Cabinet, meetir,c;s wo.i; out of tune with the desire 

to make the Soma.J.is responsible for the conduct of their internal. affairs . This is 

why we receive toc1.ay with profound satisfaction the neus tho.t these unnecess.:i.ry 

fetters on the free<lom ·of the Somali Cabinet have ·been removed., thus extentiiriG 

further the o.utouomy of Somalilancl. 

\-Tith · rego.rd to the Somalization of the central administration, one also 

observes notable p:cogress . !<'our departments are now under the direction of Sor.mli 

officio.ls . The other d.epartments of the central government continue, however, to 

be headed by Italian ci'ficials. This seems to be unavoidable u.mler the 

circumstances, but we hope that, through a programme of intensified training, the 

Administering Authority will soon find it possible to hand over the rema:i.nir~g 

departments to Somali officials. He agree that Sornaliland1 s need for te~hnical 

expe1°ts mey not c1ecren.se, but is apt to increese , i·iith the o.ttainment of 

independence. It cannot be ·conclu\led from this situation, however, that any 

central department in the Government may have to remain unJer tbe clircct:i.on of 

Italian officials . It is therefore our hope that we will see, at least one year 

before the attainment of independence, that Some.lization has also been completed 

in the central adrr.inistration. 

It GOes without sayinG that; in mnking this suc;cestion, we would. not wish to 

tell the present Government of Somali land. what to do. Obviousl~· it is up to them to 

judGe ,1hat is in the interests of the Territory. 
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Uhile -I ai~ cor•.sid·cring the t}_i.lest'3.on o:;.' 't,!:e 8cmc.l:tz~rtion of the governmeri.t 

scr•.:.r-~c,-, it t~':·;··1~:1 -. ... ~ 'tJ (',re~_L; 'i ,11lt to·n~f ,~r to --~:l'.! J.'c-·!:"r.1b;r.i0ll of the ' f'..rtt:r.c So1!'iali 

f,:: ·2::_~:1 .• &:; : •v:j,.; . ':::'x~ Ad!,j.n:i_r;terin[; AuLh01·~.ty nt ~'<:.,'.J'c: to be tri) ;:int; th~ r~.ght steps 

-i·,, ::::--":c;•::.r.;~ ·:.:1.,-_• 1.;.•.ic:i.~·L'-" of a Somali forelgn sc.r"r::..ce . He wish to coir .. '1lenJ. th~ir 

ti.1-::•:[·cl ,; .:t shou~.d n-~t ta ci.iffi.ct::lt for the Ita:.ia.n -M::_nistry of Foreign Affairs to 

a~/..:,1;'.ch t~1~cr~ ind.i. vidua.ls to its foreign missions, to afford them the · oppo~:tuni ty to 

.!.·: ::.:c~1 fr-:.:1:1 direct experience . I was happy ·to note from what was said ·by the · 

s!·,-.)dal representative that this is i·!l1£'.t the Ad1Hinistei•inc Authority intends to do . 

I b~lieve he •will a0ree with me when I say that , the soone·r this policy is a.tlopt·~d, 
tlie better . 

I turn ·now to ·the field of municipal administration, ·t6 offer a few 

observations · in this regara.. My delecation welcomes the promulgation of law No. 9 

of 30 September 1956. -Another point from which we a.raw ao.tisfaction is the fact 

that no sooner was the law promulcated than it '\-1as applied. •.Today, mcist 

munici~alities in the Territory ere orGanized ~ccording to the set of principles 

a.nd -:rules embodied in that law . · This is· e praiseworthy develop1nent, 'r-rom ,:,hich the 

Somali people m"e bound to · benefit poli ticaliy, socia.llJr and educationally. •· Like 

any bo(ly or regulations, ho~re\rer:, t!1ese ·muni'cipal regulations must aw~'i t the. tes·t . 

of cxpe~dence~ · They may have to undergo some change as a result of their .. 

o.p:pli cation~ • As they stand now, the:r seem g_ui te ·suitable to the conditions and -

req_uirements of the Territory~ • ;1-iy clelegation, however, is inclined to agree with 

the Advisory Couhcil in this connexion tha.t ;the ' powers conferred on the Prefect in 

respect of municipal administration were 'not only very .extensive but also· so. wide 

as to constitute a ··t11reat to the indepenctence of . municipal.i ties . We·: agree" that the 

Prefect should not·be empowered to suspend the Ma;yor, who is an elected ·officer of 

the municipci.li ty·~ 
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ffnen I expressed this opinion during the questioning period, Kr . Zadotti 

pointed out th-9.':; the Game principle obtains in Italy, where, apparently, the 

p:r;,;,fect he.o the c:n~thori ty to remove the mayor. One ci:m hardly tal7.e that as a 

valirl reaGon for the introduction of thfo :principle in the municipal administration 

of Gomaliland. :t is, I believe, n well recognized principle of constitutional 

law t!'lat no forr.1 of government can be oa.fely tranoplanted from one country to 

anotl1~r., nor can any cet of adminictrative rules be no trarwplanted. Hhat may be 

good for Italy at a given stage of its development may not be ao good for 

Somalilancl. Had there been other reasons~ deriving from the Territory I o 

conditions, for includinG this provision, we should have reconsidered our views. 

Ao things Gtand today, however, we can envinage only detrimentul effects from this 

rule on the municipal o.dminiotro.tion. 

I do not wish to dwell o.ny loncer on the political field. Suffice it to say 

that in the judicial J:ealm one is also impressed with the pace of progreos 

achieved. My delegation hopes that the different codes which are in the proceos 

of preparation end formulation will ooon be completed and put into operation . 

In preparin~ the judicial rer,ulationc, the .11.clministering Authority seems 

to have ignored the advice of the Advisory Council. ive have already been ·apprised 

of the reasons for this situation. The relationohip between the Advioory Council· 

and the Adruinistering Authority is governed, as we all know, by article 8 of 

the Trusteenhip l~reement. Hith the transfer of power to the Somali Government 

and the assumption by that Government of the Territory 1s legislative functions, 

a new situation has undoubtedly arisen. This situation was brought to our 

attention last_ year , I think for the first time, by the representative of Colombia 

on the Advisory Council . The Administerine Authority takes the position today 

that, · since it is no longer 1·esporn;ibl_e for legislation in the Territory, it 

cannot be expected to abide by article 8 of the Trusteechip AGreerr:ent without 

infringing the sovereign rights of the Somali Legislative Assembly -- o. step which 

it is not ready to take and which no one in this Council woulcl ever wish to 

suggest that it should take . 

The question now rises whether the Administering Authority bus really 

relinquinhed. all responsibility for the legislation in Somaliland. An examination 

of this :point leads one to the conclusion that, while the 11.droinintering Authority 
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in fact does not participate in the legislative processeo until the' laws are • 

:r-,:ferred to th0 Administrator, the latter is in a way respoi1sible for ··the 

legiclation in Somaliland. Does the Adminiotra·!;or . not ··erijoy ·the prerogatives of 

the IIr~ad of State in this connexion'/ If oo, then it cannot be argued that the 

Adniiniotering Authority io no longer bound by article 8 of th~ Trusteeship 

A0rcement, Having said that, I would be the lost not to ad.mi t that, as a result 

of tlle ass1.1mption of legislati.ve pouers by the Somali Legislative Assembly, the 

provisions of article 8 of the Trust·eeohip Agreement mus·t be reinterpreted~ so 
.. 

to speak, · to suit the new i:iituation. When good will prevailc;, any legal problem 

can be oolved by a practical approach . : The· Somali people fully realize, Iam 

su:re, -that the Advisory Council was • i!lsti tuted to safeguard their· intcrents. • It 

wao designed to act as a check .and balance on the Administering Authority. The 

idea was a great innovation in the Trusteeship System, and great credit goes' to · 

the· Italian· Government_ fo~ accepting that innovation. In our view, the Advisory 

Council· should be allowed to :f:'u..>1ction for t he benefit of: Somaliland until the· 

Trusteeahip Agreereent • has been terminated. In continuing to di~charge itn ' duties' 

in the future , as it· han done in the past, it shouid not be viewed as vloiating 

the sovereignty of the Somali people. That is an erroneous idea. The Somali. 

people . do need advice, and I arc sure that they r~ceive it, from the Admihl.ritering 

Authority as regards their· legislative endeavours. I fail to see why the advice 

of· the Administerints Authority, which can be ·accepted or rejected, is not · 

conoidered an infringement of the sovereignty of the Somali legislative ·bodies, 

while -the advice of the Advisory Council:, tendered· on the· same basi::i , is considered 

in that light . 

I hope that the Administering· iluthority and the Somali Governn:ent will · adopt 

a wioer attitude in this regard. The Advioory Council -could be most helpful to 

the Somali people at a time when they are embarking on a vaot :programme of 

legiolation deoigned to set the foundation of . the ·:ruture independent Somali State . 

While there are niariy heartening -signs in the poli tic~f •• evolution of 

So::naliland, ·the economic -picture continues to pose se9m1ngly insurmountable 

problei.m. T:1e International Bank I s re~ort has increased our concern in this 

respect. AccordinG to that rc1)ort , there iG apparently little hope that the 
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Te~ritory will be able to attain a balanced economy in the near future . It has 

r., :;_w3.ys been recognized that Somaliland will continue to need financial ansistance 

~-:·::.e1· the r.tta:tn:,v~nt of independence. In that respect, we have learned nothing 

n:.w. The E.1:mk 1::; z:,eport, however, might nerve to exhort UIJ to take the ncceooary 

ct~::;s, from thic ·very clay, to secure the financial assistance which the Terl'i tory 

r1ee'ln. 

'l'he neu el(·r1ents vhich ,re have learned from the Bank 'n report relate to the 

varioun aE;:::-icultura.l, i:ii?.ustrial a!!d mineral ponsibilities of the Te1·ritory. In 

general, the report makeG a ver.y conservative appraisal of the potentialities in 

thene various fields . The E~~k raiscion, for example, does not see any future for 

the ?anana induntry and feels ttat bananas cannot become a competitive commodity 

on the foreign ma,rket. ThuG, th<l 'i'erritory I s principal export must either continue 

to receive Italian tariff protection or fail to be remunerative . 

Furthermore, neither the c;::pa.ncion of cotton production nor the possibility 

of otriking_ oil deposits seems to 11£>.se altered the general opinion exprensed in 

the Bank's report with regard to the Terr~tory's economic potentialities. One 

gatherG the impreosion that the Bank mission 1:::; view iG that Son:aliland will 

continue to be a deficit Territory for a long time to con:e . 

We are happy to note that both the Adminiritering Authority and the Somali 

Government take a far lesc pessim~stic view of the economic future of the 

Territory. I .was very much imp~esGed by the reasoning which Mr. Gasbarri adduced 

to bolster up that view, . and I was encouraGed by the statement of Mr. Hagi Farah 

Ali Omar, the Minister for Economic Affairs . It see_ms to my delegation that it is 

not unjustifiably optimistic to assume that, with the diversification of 

agriculture and the exploration of new markets, Somaliland might in a number of 

yearo become self- sufficient, economically npeaking. 

He attach g:::-eat hope to. the expansion of cotton production. We know what 

this has done for my c_ountry in the last decade. I . am sorry that I do not have 

statistics in this respect at hand, but I can .state that the expansion of cotton 

production has been one of the fundamental reasons why Syria has, more often than 

not, enjoyed an economic boom in the post-war era. 
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Mr . Go.sbarri seems . to place high -~xpectations , also, on the production of 

::. .~•::.:.c, which is in great demand by Germany. All of this is bound to alter the 
' . . . . 

:·.:..·.;;•)·1::·.c ~?:i-?t~re ~n Somalilend. We should_ not forget . in this connexion that . the 

'. :. :~. :'.. ,-c ~,: :-: i r; c:n tire d~fici t does not exceed _$4 million, a sum which shou+d not be 

v<:.:: y Q.'c·{f·ce;t:lt ·::;o _ co.rer if the Territor y we1·e ab~e to make ~ananas a competitive 

co:mr.iodi ":.y a.nd if cot/ ·;::~1 '.:l.r..'l ramie production were expanded. 
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Tlw ecoi:,om::.c potcnt:!.~li ty of t he Territory does not stop at these crops., 

!::~' -~·:er. The Bank I o report has ·emphasized the value of livestock · as an export 

-~,.\.1.~1,JC:ity and t he Administering i\.uthority seems to share its view in this 

,:')tn,:3x.ion. My <lelegation hopes that the Ad.'!linisteririg J,ut11ority will spare no 

,.,/·_·,, -.:-~-. t oua,~ds the furt!1er development of this economic asset in order to exploit 

~ ,;1:, _:,.:tenticlitiBs to the ful:!.. 

!,l;,- d0J.ega-t;ion is i!lclit~ed. to believe that if ell these economic possibilities 

were efl'e~-!;ively exploited, Somaliland would be able, in a few years, to balance 

i te bi.;.c1 _-;i:.::·~ 0::1.d e,, .. ::,1y f!. healthy economy. 

'::,:, l");:c...l: t-'.17.!; ~~ '.:f-:~,1 , b uF.:Y,:.'"!:'_, we all agree that Somaliland is in need of both 

tech:1~.c2.i. ::;::5. :::-::.>:1.0:.D~:'...c:-.l ossist~.!1ce. '.I'he Somali Minister for Economic /1.ffairc has 

told v.s t:<1:,:t the financial o.ssistance should not exceed the sum of So. 27 million, 

t0 be ussd f or the budGetary deficit incurred by administrative and other services 

ancl for technical assistance and economic development . The sum is a modest one 

encl ve believe tho.t it should not be d_ifficult to secure it for the Somali people, 

We learned with satisfaction that the Administering Authority is ready to assist 

in t~is re~ard if it is called upon to do so, '1.'he United Nations would also, I 

am sure, wish to do its part in sustaining the economic independence of this 

Territory. 

It seems to my delegation that the Trusteeship Council, which has followed 

for the last seven years the progress of this Territory most closely, should now 

initio.te the steps calculated to aid Somaliland in solving its economic problems. 

There are two things which the United Nations could do in this regard. One would 

be to send, without too much delay, an exploratory technical assistance mission to 

the Territory to assess its requirements in this field. This should be followed 

by the dispatch of the necessary technical experts later on. The United Nations 

has elready adopted this course of action after having decided that Libya should 

become an independent State. There is no reason why it could not do the same with 

regard to Somoliland. 

At this time it is difficult to visualize how the United Nations could 

finance the economic devel opment in this T:rnst Territory, but we are all aware of 

the discussions which have been going on for a number of years in the Economic 

and Social Council, as well as in the Second Ccmmittee, with regard to the 

creation of a Special United Nati ons Fund for Economic Development of under-developea_ f 
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territories. We ~ope that this idea will soon -mnterial:f.ze and thus open ·.the way 

for the fina.ncing of Somali economic development. 

In thE;! meuntL"11e , it seems .to my delegation that the least thing this 

Council could do . on this question would be to d.r aw the attention of the 

Gcne:cal Assembly to it and t o urge the Assembly to find ways and means to a.id 

tbe So~ne.l i people_ in tl11s regard. 

I would not. w•ish t o close my statement without referring briefly to the 

social and educati,::mal fie l ds . 

I n the social field. , my G.elegation wishes to call the attention of the 

l~dmini~t ~:cing Aut~orit~r to t he health services in the Territory • . our concern in 

this connexi0n stems from our fear lest the attainment of i ndependence should ·rind . . . . 

Somo.l:!.land. poorly equipped Wit_h . medical staff and . thus unable to maintain the • 

medical services which it enjoys t oday. In this connexion we wish to associate 

outselves .completely with :the views of the r epresentative .of WHO, who called for 

the examinat:i,on of the following tw~ steps: 

" .•. The f:i,rst step would be to establish a short, two-year course 

for carefully selected seni or medica:). assistants to enable them to 

ass~e g~eater responsibility i n the health work of their own Territory.· 

T~~ second. step would be the concurrent strengthening of the training 

. pr~_gramme for medical ~d health auxili~11•y pernonnel. These two steps 

h~v~ been . put into effect .with notable success in the Sudan. The 

Or~ani_zation . , • would be prepared to render a.ssista.nce . to Somaliland~ 

if req~ested." (T/PV.798. pa~es 74 to 75). 

We hope that the Administering ,Authority will make an effort to avail itself •• 

soon of s~ch assistance, 

In the field ~f educat~on, my delegation is most interested in the current · 

effort which is be~ng undertaken, with the a.id ... of UNESCO 1 to teach the nomads and 

thus to hel~ this large section o( the Somali population ultimat ely to assume a 

more construc!,~ve rol.e in the political and economic life of the 'l'erritory. He 

shall continue to watch this edu.ca.tional experiment with great interest, and we 

feel confident that we shall. soon find its results ·to be nto;e/li encoura~ihg , 
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It is a mistaJ<:e to believe tho.t the nome.ds are intrinsically recalcitrant 

and not c:·., :'3::-,zi.ble t c a sedcu➔;cry li:f'e. Our experience in Syria. belies suci1 

erronaous theo!'ies. The nomadic population in my country is decreasing 

progressively under the impact of economic., as well as educ·e.tional., policies . 

Tbe same clevelopment is taking place in other /lrao a •,d. ~!i c::~.~.,: }> ;,·:,,,r ;:, countries . 

Fo:;,,• ·::.\.~·_;_::; :.:o,.,.:.-:,,n ~-1c l oo:, with justified optimism to the possibility of settling 

the nomads in Sc!!',alilo.nd.. 1,11 that is neec'!.ed in this regard is tl!e pursuance., 

wi th vigor and de:terminati.:m, of those policies which are best co.lcuJ.atecl to J.ee.c~. 

to the achievement of this end. 

I sho.11 conr.lude my intervention with o. general remark about the problem of 

the Somal:i.-•Bthiopian frontier. My delegation has explored, during the past few 

years, e·.rery possibility in search cf a ' final settlement of this problem. So far., 

our efforts have failed to bring any re-sult beyond the continuation of the 

negotiations. t-Iy delegation ho.s long felt tho.t this problem could be solved 

eJ::9e:li,0iot1sly or..l y by 1•e;co;:;,r:; e to rr.e(,i ,_c'\;i<.,n . In its wisdom, the General Assembly, 

in tbe last two years, has talcen a different vicv and has decided that the 

problem should be solved through negotfo.t i on as l ong as there was any hope for 

negotiation::; to succeed. We hope that future developments will provA that we 

have been wrong and that the General Assembly we.s risht in placing high confidence 

in direct negotiations. We shall watch hopefully the impending negotiations in 

Ade.is Ababa between the Administerine; Authority, on behalf of Somaliland, and the 

Government of Ethiopia. We shall be most gratified to learn, during the next 

regular session of the Assembly, that these negotiations·have borne fruit. Should 

we, however, to our regret., find ourselves faced with ·a · continuing ixq1e.sse in thi s 

problem.,then, in the 1iew of my delegation, .mediation should no longer be 

avoiqed. We believe that the ~•rusteeship Council., particularly in view of the 

appeal which was made to it a f ew days ago by the Minister for Economic Affairs of 

Sorne.liland, should express its views on this question by conveying to the GeneraJ. 

Assembly ito opinion that the problem of the frontier between Somalilond and 

Ethiopia cannot remain unsol ved without serious danger to the economic and 

political stability of the Territory. 
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hr . .President, nllow me to close my intervention now vith an expression of 

thµnks and crn.tituc1(:) to the representative of Ito.ly, the specjal representative r; J 

r.:r. Zf,.dott:L and . 1-ir . Gasbnrri , for thetr valuable aBsintnnce :ln our 

con:;:r.dcr~d:.ion of t hin year's report on f:jomnliland and also in our consideration 

of the report of the Ir..terno.tion~l Bank. I also wish to place on recor d our 

de~p u-pprcciatj_on of the statement lThich was addressed to this Council by 

f;;r . Jlo.ji Farah, the Minister for Economic nffe.;i.r3 of Somalilo.nd, and to tell 

him how very pleased we were to see him and Mr . Mohamed Shell: Osman, the 

representotivc of the Legislative Asoembly, po.rtici11ate in our work and place 

their e):peri~ncc and knowledge of conditions in Gomaliland at the disposal of 

this Council. 

l.i'innlly, my delegation, which has been greatly enlightened by the report 

of the Advisory Council , wisi1cs to pny_ tribute to its members and to 

congratulate ther1 on a work well clone . I also wish to take this opportunity 

to expreos our pleasure at the appointm!:mt of 13. diGtinguished Egyptian to 

represent Ec;ypt on the Advisory Council . Mr . El;-Zayut will, we are confident, 

prove a uorthy s\.\Ccessor to o.n eminent predecessor. 

As a 1£?.st '7ord, I wish to e.ssociate my delegation with the expression of 

thunks to the representatives of t he International Bank, the ilorld Health 

Organization, the United Nations Educational, Scienti:fic end Cultural Organization, 

anc1 the I nternationa l Labour Orc;an5.so.tion, for their yaluable contribution~ 

made in the course of our exar:lination o:f this report . , 

The PJI:SIDT::ff£ : There are two further members of the Council who 

wish to take part in the general debate and we may conveniently hear them 

tomorrow. An opportunity 11ill no doubt be given by the Counc i1 tp the 

member ::; of the Advisory Council to roe.ke comments if they so desj_re . 

In anticipation o:f the conclusi on of this debate tomorrow, it is proposed 

tho.t the Council t ake up as a second itqn the consideration of the repor ts of 

the Stendinc; 9ommittee on Petit.ionsJ Nos . 193, 1S'4, 195 and 196, contained in 

docunentf.:l 'f/L.7GG, 767, 768 ancl 770. 
Finally, as a third item proposed for tomorrow, there is the beginning of 

the exar.1i.n(1tion by the Council of condition.a in the Trust Terr;i.tory of the 

Pacific Islands, which is part of item 1~ on the genere.l agenda . 

The Mectin~ roce at 5.55 p.m. 




