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EXAMINMION OF THE /iNNUAL REPORT ON THE ADNIHISTHATir)N OF TIIE TRTJST 'rEPJUTORY 

OF THE C/1l1EROONS Ui'TDER FRENCH ADMINISTRf~rION: NOTE BY THE SECBZTAHY-GfilrERl\.1, 

DATED 6 MAY 1957 ('.:.'/1314) J.:1genda item ;.if 

Mr. B.ARG~S (France) (interpretation from French): The French 

delegation has already infor:ned the Trusteeohip Council during the · course of the 

present seo6ion of the preparation of a new Statute for the Caneroons under 

French aclniinistration, follcwins a procedure which, havir.g begun with 

conversations between the Governnent of the French Re9ublic and Camerooniar.. '.J 

parliamentarians, has contir.".led ,-Tith the examination of the draft text by the 

Territorial Assembly which had been newly elected by universal suffrage and its 

approval by the French Parliament. 

This procedure has now been completed and the Statute is now formulated in 

the Decree of 16 April, published ori 18 April in the Official Journal of the 

French Repuolic. 'rhe text h1::s been dintributed to :mernbern of this Council by 

the Secretariat, to which my delegation had communicated it. 

This Decree bas not yet been promulgated in the '.l'erri tory. This will be done 

soon. The reason is that, accordine; to a provision in the Statute, the 

Territorial Assembly in office is to become the Cnmeroonian ·Legislative Assembly. 

Now the members of the present Territorial Assembly have felt that it would be 

preferable, before carrying out this transformation, to fininh the work of the 

current session which is to end on 10 May. Hence on 11 May the Statute will be 

implemented; and we may assu.rue that within the next few dayG the Assembly will be 

called upon to confirm the first Carneroonian Government. 

The text of the Statute has thus been the subject of free discussions. It 

has been approved by the majority of the Territorial Assembly and the majority 

of the French Parliament. Consequently we may say that it is the result of an 

agreement between the people of France and those of the Cameroons. 

That agreement will of course subsequently be modified, 11.n article of the 

Statute mskes it clear that it is subject to change. At any rate, the Cameroonian 

population will be called upon at the proper time to 1ironounce itself on the 

final system which it wishes ito country to adopt. 
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(Mr. Bargues, France) 

I. For the present, the political structures _of the Trusteeship State of 

the Cameroons must include: a Legislative Assembly, a Govern:nent end provincial 

institutions. 

(1) The Legislative Assembly will be composed of seventy members elected 

by universal suffrage and by secret ballot. It will have legislative powers 

in all .fields concernin13 the Cameroonians. The Statute enumerates the most 

important of these matters, uithout that enumeration being limited. 

By way of exception to tllis general rule, the legislation and regulations 

pertaining to certain mattc:c;:; relc:.tc in a lir:ii ted way to the central organs of 

the l~rench Republic. These matters cover: defence, fl")raign affairs and the 

system of public freedoms; measures recultines frcrn the belonging of the Cameroons 

to the franc zone and the maintenance of financial assistance from France; the 

sto.tus of the individuals who come 1.mder French law; finally, the programmes of 

common interest or for which co-orclination is necessary (for example, airlines, 

appeals procedure, adn:inistration programmes and e:mminations in secondary and 

higher education). 

(2) The Government will consist of a Prime Minister confirmed by the 

Assembly by a sim:ple r;;a ,jority, ministers_ (a m2x:!rnum of nine) and Secretaries of 

State (there will be a me.ximum of five), both being appointed by the Prime 

Minister. 

The members of the Government are jointly responsible to the Legislative 

Assembly. 

(3) The administrative regions of the ·cameroons may be grouped in provinces 

which will be introduced in the same way as the Statute, and they will have a 

moral personality and financial autonomy. A first province has already been 

created directly by the Statute. That is the northern Province 1rhich includes 

five reGions, and the capital is at Garoua. 
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The French Republic is :cep:ces.entecl in the CauerJOWJ by a Hich Con1;nissione:c. 

'J:n~st State; appoints the Pl"ime i:IL:ister after having had the usual consultation; 

presides over the Council of Ministers and is the Chief of the Services coming 

under the French Republic. 

A certain number of svecial provisions of' the ;:3tc.tute should be cited. The 

Ii'rench Tiepublic c;uarantees the integrity of the te1Ti torial limits oi.' the 

Go.me1'oons. By a n,easu1·c of reciprocity, Came1'ooninn citizens will, throughout 

the F1·ench Republic, enjoy the same civic and social :cichts as citizens of • 

Fraace. 'l'he Cameroonian po:p,1le.tion will continue to be rcprcscntecl in the 

_ French Parliament, in . the A::;sembly of the French Union and, if e.pplicable, 

in the Economic Council. The T:n1.st Ter:dtory -will have the benefit, as in 

the pa;:;t, of assistance covered by the le:u of 30 April 191}6 ilhich established 

the investn;ent fund for economic and socio.l cle·relo:;_")ment. 

The exercise of Trusteeship implies the intervention of the ac7.1uinistering 

Pm1er in ccrto.in pho.::;e::; of political an-:1 e.dministrative li:J:'e. In this connexion, 

·tbe lm-m urni. regulc,.,tions 2..;,1.d the c:1.vil and acblinist:re.ti ve acts of tl1e Cm;,eroonian 

Government a.re comnw1icated, before they are promulc;ated, j)lit L. ,.:,.:; ,;, Ol' :'.Eiplcnented. , 

to the High Cormnissioner, ,1ho may co.11 for a reconside:tation. The laws, 

rcculations or. administro.tive acts which are in conflict with the Statute or · 

with international ai;rcr,1e nts, particularly those which ,1ill interfere with the 

exercise of the Trusteeship S;ystcm, may be cancelled. by decree of the 

Conscil cl'1.'.!tat. 

The Lec;islative Assembly c::an be dissolved only upon the proposal of the 

Council of Ui1.1is·(.c ,:·s of the Carneroons, but that c~issolution is proriounced in 

a decree of the Council of Ministers of the French Republic. 

1rllese are the main provisions of a Statute which aims at br·inging the 

Came1°oons closer to the aims c1efined in the United i::Iations Charter, while it 

ma.l:::es it possible for France to continue to fulfil the obligations which it 

has assumed as the Adr:iinistering Power. 
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1-'!r. DAVIN (Hew Zealand) : I should lilrn to mal:e a brief cor.Jr.1ent on 

the statement just made by the representative of France. Ue have heard 

nr. Bargues, the re1)resentative of France ,tell us officially that the new 

Statute for the Cameroons under French aC:ninistration was enacted in France 

by a d.ecree of 16 April 1957 ancl published in the Jou.!2'2.1:11 Officiel on 

18 April. '\Je h8.ve also just seen docurr:cnt T/ 131l1r of 6 1-!ay 1957 which contains 

the English translation of the text of that decree. 

1le have noted also from the statement of the representative of France 

that the decree has not yet been p:i:omulsated in the Terri tor~r but that it will 

be soon and. that the Territorial Assembly is to i)ccornc the Lec;islative Ar_, se~1bly, 

but that it was felt preferable to finish the current session, ,1hich I understand. 

will take place on 10 Ma;y aud the ne11 Statute will therefore be officially 

introduced as from 11 Mo.y . 

In my statement to the Council of 5 ADril 1957, in the general detate on 

this · Territory, I remarked that while the Co:mcil dic1. not know the final terms 

of the Statute, it was cleo.r that it would contain many important and valuable 

innovations. My delego.tion is very pleased to };,..now that the final terms of the 

Statute have now been ar.;reed upon bet,1een the local representatives of the 

Territory and the French authorities and that it hns been published and is 

about to enter ·into force. The French delegation has recalled that the 

Te:rrito:cial Assembly , which has been considering the terms of the Statute and 

which tmcler the Statute will become the ne\1 Legislative Assembly, was elected 

on 2,3 December last by universal c.dult suffrage. 

l,l~r delegation has not had. time to study the Statute in detail, but it is • • 

obvious that it marks a decisive advance towards achievine; the objectives 

of Article 76 of the Charter and the Trusteeship J\.c;reement. In particular, 

it confers formal authority for the esta.blisr1ment of a system of cabinet 

government headed by a Prime Minister. The leglslo.tive powers 13iven to the 

Legislative Assembly under article 11 nre rmbs t antial. The Statute also 

establishes a Cameroonian citizenship. 

We believe that the Administering Authority and the Territorial authorities 

deserve to be congratulated by the Cotmcil on the step which has been taken. 

These are all the comments I have to mal:;:e just now, but I would like to 

reserve the right of my delegation to intervene again if this appears expedient 

as the result of further discussion in the Council. 
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Mr. noLZ BENNETT ( Gua.ter:m.la) ( interprete.tion fr01:1 Spanish): At this 

juncture in the debate I _would sic~Jly lil:c to say how c;rateful m~' d.ele;:;ation is 

to the delcge..tion of Fra.nce for ha·ring felt it :possfole pf'ficially to l)reocnt 

to the Council the text of the Statute for the Ca;neroons under French 

adrninistratton. 

Bembern of the Council 1-1:i..ll recall that my (lelegation ma.de a succ;estion 

to the effect that the Draftine; Corr.;1i t -see charc;ed by this Council ,ri th. the 

preparation of the draft text of ou:c rcpo:rt relatin.g to tliis Te:cri t c,r;;r should 

await tlle 1,osGible p:resenta:tion of this Statute by the delec2.tion of France. 

l-Iy clclecation .is therefore very happy . to lw:1e rcceive(l tllis document in 

final form ancl I would reserve m~ .. riGht to 1:lal:e .co:Jments later in "che debate 

if we feel it necessD,ry aml O.}?p1·opriatc. 

~F• Mc'.:1_:EGOR (Unitecl St2.tcs of America): The United States delegation 

welcomes the oppo1·tuni ty a.fforde<l the Council to exar:ri.ne tl::e new Statute n011 

applicable to the Cameroons ur.der French ac1ministration. Uhile we could have 

wished that the text had been available earlier, we believe it is alto13ether 

appropriate and tin,ely to study it nm1. 

A comparison of the draft StatutG as :presenteJ. to the Asser:ibly in the 

Territory with the changes suc;gesteu b;;· that Assembly and the text of the 

rlecree-law No. 57-501 of 16 April, is helpful. For e;:o.mple, it shows clearly, 
\ .. 

we believe, that the Can,eroons Assembly is not o":ly a serious deliberative bocly . 

but one with a real sense of responsibilit~,r. At leo.st this is our .interpretation 

after looldng . over the list of a n~enduents. 

He were also impressed by the e;.:tent to ·which the Fre,, ;::h Aclministering 

Authority appears to have c;au0ecl the temper of' the people of the CamerooDs, 

for only · in the follouing respects did the Territorial Assembly :find it 

desirable to recornmend amendments in substance to the oriGJ_no.l draft Statute: 

First, to change the desi5nation of the IJOli tico.l entity from Terri to:ry 

to State; 

Secondly, on the matter of parliamentary irnmunity ; 

Thirdly, on the competence of the Legislative Assembly to pass on matters 

of interest purely to the Cameroons; 

Fourthly, the dissolution of the Assembly; 

Fifthly, the dismissal qf the Cabinet; 
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(lir. 1,1c_grep,or, U1:ii ted States ) 

Sixthly, in the matter of the autl1ori ty of the Council of Ministers 

of the French Republic to dissolve the As.Jenfoly; 

Seventhly and finally, in article 5l} in the matter of the Prime Minister 1 s 

setting his stamp of approval on the appointnent of chiefs of administrative 

circonscriptior;s end their assistants. 
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In these seven respects, thzn, the Camerc-onian i',s sembly su3gested amendments i.n 

substance. It is pr:)per to as:'" in this connexion what was the reaction of the 

• experienced parliament vf the F1·ench Union to the suc;gestions emanating from 

one of the neuest pa:cliamentary b ::.iclies. In all res.:;iects the senior body in Paris 

either agreed. to the su13c;ested. changes or accepted them uith some slight 

modification. In each case the mrJc,ification appeo.rs to have been in favour 

of reposing even m: .. rc trust and authority in the 'l'erri-corial P.ssembly, 

In s "me reo1)(:cts J wh ich will be enumerated bel,:Jw J the French Parli~ment 

has actually clele0ated t:J the Camer:J;::,ns n:.1thurities m:ire poller than tbc 

Territorial Assembly su.g3est,ecl. in its modifications of the p1·esent Statute. 

I refer t o pm·agraph 2'.; J which rsi ves the Prime Minister authority t o impose 

penal sanctions up to an amuunt c f 36,000 francs, vhereas the 'l'erri to rial 

Assembly f'ixccl this limit at 24,ooo francs. In the matter of expulsion of 

non-Cemeroonian nati,JnalsJ the French Parliament sau fit t o agree thv.t the French 

Hi r.;h Commissioner, alth·Jugh he may take such action himself J may also clo s u on 

the demand. of the Cameroonian Gove:mment and not on the propJsal uf or after 

consultation with the Prime Minister, as suggested by the Territorial Assembly. 

He believe that this demonstrates the close and cora.ial worl~inG 

relationships between the representatives of the people in the Cameroons and 

the French Authority. He believe further that this Council cannot overlool-~ the 

fact tha t it is apparently not the wfoh o:f the people of the 'l1erritory t o 

terminate trusteeship. Racher we would find in the discussions c.,n the Territory 

which have :preceded ,,ur present consiCeration a desire on the part of the 

inhabitants to remain under trusteeship. 

'l'he United States d.elegati·:m would like to suggest that the French 

Authorities have shown judiciot1 s prudence in reto.ining for the time bein5 under 

the Statute certain powern while relinqui.shing 0thers to the elected. authorities 

in the Territ8ry. He believe this shows a proper respect for the responsibilities 

o.evolving upcn the F:cench authorities by virtue of the Trusteeship Agl'eement, 

In this ccnnexi0n) we refer to .article 1~1. 'I'he disord.ers which 

accompanied the elections in Decerr.ber last and which seemecl t o have been 

inspired by the same irresponsible elements that provoked. the serious riots 

in May 1955 appear, in our view, to justify the High Commissioner's retaining 
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responsibility for public order and the security of persons end. property. The 

C0uncil will n1)te, hoveve1·, that the High C.)nllUissioner may L\elegate his 

authority to the Prime Minister of the Cameroonian Gc:;ernment in matters 

pertaining to city and rural p::ilice administration. He do net doubt that this 

delegation of authority will be made as circumc;tances permit. 

He feel that the C,;uncil ,;ill appro ve particularly the rese1·vation contained 

in article Lr7, uhich charges the 1V,ministering fl.utl1<-)rity ,rith full respunsibility 

:for carrying out U1c obli0ati•,., ns resulting frcm Chapters XII and KIII of the 

Charter of the United Nations and the Trusteeship Agreement of 15 December l '.;,1+6. 

It is the view of the Unitec.t States d.elegation that this responsibility is 

prol)erly placed since tlle Un:Lted Iintiuns c __;ncl1lcled its Trusteeship Agreement 

with the F1·ench A0ministering Authori t;r and can Jnly deal with that authority 

in matters pcrta:Lning to the irri;ent ,_:;f Chapters XII an c.i. XIII of the Charter, I say 

this bearing fully in mind that in the eyes of the French Administedn3 Authurity 

certain pouers liave been passed t o the Cnn1croonian G•.)vernrnent. 

In the srune sense we re8.c"i. article 49, which provides that the French 

authority may annul any laws in the Territory which are fuunci. not to ccmform 

with the terms of the Trusteeship Agreer,1-:mt. 

Parac;raph 59 pr•.:.,vid.es that any m'.JJ.ifico.ti cn of this present Statute can only 

be mac.le by reference to the same _procedure as that ,-1hich brou3ht the original 

statute into being. 1-iy delec;ation believes that the spirit which has animated 

the F:cench G ,vernmcnt to move f'0nmrd ru:i_)ijly in its uverseas territories uill 

continue to prompt the same auth.:irity to respond to all well-formulo.ted demands 

of the people of the Csmeru::,ns :fo r pTogressive m0di:fication of this present 

Statute, 

1/i th all, my delegation feels thc.t this Statute represents great progress 

and places sg_uarely upon the duly electc 1.l representatives ·,f the Cameruonian 

pe:iple not only a very large mensu:::.'e of authority but a very serLius 

responsibility to prove that the trust reposed in them is well placed even at 

this early stage in their p ::.1litical clevelopment. He believe that the Cuuncil, 

in end,:irsines the action of the F1·ench authority, should mal;:e known its considered 

opi.nion that the emerGence of the Cameroons under French administration from 
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a ota:tu:"J o f tutelo.cc into ,Jnc of self-i:;0 ,0ernment or independence ".ill larcely 

ci.epend. upon the manner in Hl1ich the Terri t -) rial Government clischa1·ges the 

obligations which it is about to assume under this new Sta"i:.lttc. 

Lr. HUF:£_~ (Syri&.) (interp:cetation frc,m French): Hy deJ.cgati,Jn has not 

been able t ;) stuC:y in C:1.etail document T/LHl1-, which setc forth the text of 

decree No. 57-501, of 16 April 195'(, containieg the Statute of the Carncroons, 

as thic document has just teen <::.istrlbuted t:Jday. Durint:; toclrly' s meeting this 

text has already been the s;.ibjcct of sevcra.l sto.tc:mcnts which have :passed 

judgement on . its sul,stcnce. It, follm-rn, therefu:re, that the discussion of this 

te:{t has elrcaciy begun. by cielecatiun woulcl naturally like to participate in 

this (dscussion. However, we should li:;:e to reserve our ri3ht to intervene at 

a later meetini:;, when ,:e hare had the opr,01·tunity t o exo.mine this c1.ocurnent in 

detail. ~-'he:cef,:; re, my delegatirm W,)uld like t o p:.c·0p :) se f,)rmally tho.t the 

discussi,m of this text should be postponeJ until t :Jm~•lTc.w. 

M:;:. Ji'.IPAL (Irnlia): We have heard a very interestins r~tatemcnt from 

the rcprer.;errtativc of France. iie have hearcl thnt. the Territorial AssembJ.y in 

thic; Trust 'l'errito:..7 has accepted the new Statute and that the Stntute is li~;:ely 

to come int0 full force with ef:i:'ect from 11 May. Thoue;h the Statute for this 

particular Trust Tel'ri tory is simila r in mnny respects t o the Gtatt,:te for French 

•r•.;golancl, it seems to us 0 n the fc.ce of thinc;s that the spirit underlying the 

effc. 1~t . at p :Jli tical evolution in the French Cameroons is cummenc.le..bly different. 

Ilvwever, ue hnve just receivecc the new Statute and., . in our opinion, it is 

sc1me,1hat c1ifficult at this late stage to examine the new :::;·catute in detail. I 

presume that the c:urrent session of the 'l'rustecship CJuncil should. come to an end 

bei'crc the next se ,JSion begins. ile can offer only cur preliminary observations 

on this new Statute tom,)rrow at the earliest. But I must say that our finnl 

observations 0.1 this rather impoi:tant document must await instructions from my 

Government in New Delhi. I sh :;uld n0t lit:e tr> put f o rward any proposal, but it 

seems t o me that in the circumstances it might b2 advisable f or the 'l'rusteeship 

C::n.mcil to take nute of this new Statute and to trensmi t it to the General 

Assembly as po.rt of its repurt. 
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1'he actual e::arr;ination of the Statute will no . cloupt be unclertnl:en at the 

t,,ci!nty-first session in the light of the actt1al pr.a.ctico.l al)plication of the . 

statute in the Territory. 

I ar.J not uul:in~ this as a forrnal propoGal but , jJu,t as an observation at 

this stage. I have no cornrn ent to make on 'che Syrian proposal to postpone further 

cliscuGsion until tomorrow, but,.· as I said earlier, we can only offer our 

prelir:Jinary 6oservation s on certain parts of the Statute to1;1orr01.:. Our final 

observations Hill have to wait. until a rnuch l .ater date. 

'l'he PI:ESIDEl~~: The Council han a pi•oponal by. the re:prcscnt.o.ti ve of ~1yria 

to the ef':fect tllat ·we :postpone d iscusGion ol' this i ter.i until tomorrow afternoon . 

P,erhaps that ·will g ive· other mer,ibers rnore ci1.-,e to stucly the docuwe t1ts. Is there any 

ob.,jection? 

Jlr . ...J:~oL~~-pi;;I:ii}tTT ( Guatemala) (interpretation from , Spanish): One of' the 

principnl effects of the sybrnission of this .. i mp ortant docunient to om· Council is . . . ·-,. ·. . ,. . ~. 
that quite eviclently we can .incorporate it ;Ln our repqrt which will be subrni tted 

• • . . . • • . . . t 

to the twelfth ses s ion of the General AGsernbly, and the As;5ei1ibly will then be 

info.rrned of these latest. irnportant L1s~itutional cleveJ,opments . . 

:, . You ,; rill recall that I. have :P,l'eyiou~ly drawn attention.;to the . ir,iportance of 

furni s hin~ the Ge>1eral Assembly, with the. most recent clocuD9ntatiol'l available so 

that, the As sembly nic;ht be ~.£.0_\~1!_ with re0;arcl to the situation obtainin:_; in 

the Territory at the time when the matter is clebated i n the Asse1,1bly. This was 

thQ principa,l objective of my dele c;ation, and it has bee n achie ved. Therefore, 

I find a c;reat deal ef merit in t1.1e su13c;estion .rnade by the representative of Inc.Ha. 

I should like to add one further co1rnuent. Hy clelec;ation works under a 

cJinadvm1tac;e i nas uuch as we rnust ctudy docurne tr(.s in a lo.nc;uage different frorn 

our o,m lan1:;ua c~e -- and this, of course, in the case with other delegations in .. . . . 
this Council. 'l'herefore, as ref;arcls the i uportant document that has just been 

circulated., my uelegation has not had the opportunity to exarni11e it with the care 

which it de nerves and which my delegation would liLe ·~o give i t . For this reason , 

we might f i11cl some a greement_ i n the Council. to foll ow the infonial su36estion made . ' ' ~·- • . . 
·Dy_ the re:presentati ve: .of India. How that we have achieved our first objective, 

I thinl: that we would not be acting licJ1tly if we were to postpone the discussion 

until tomorrow. I ndeed, it would. perhaps be appropriate to f'ql;Low up the 

sugc;estion mad.e by che representative of India. I would suggest that Eie r.1bers of 
the Council reflect upon this su0gestion ancl c;i ve us their reactions. 
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The PHESIDENT: As I indicated a minute ago, we have only one formal 

proposal. The representative of India ma.de a suggestion but he emphasized the 

fact that he was not rnalcing a. formal proposal. 'I'he proposeJ. before the Council. 

is to postpone the discussion of the Statutes until tomorrow's morning. That 

cei•tainly does not preclude any delegation from making its views knovm to the 

Council at tomorrow's meeting or at any other meetings that may be required. • 

I have put the proposal, atirl no member objected to it. However, if some members 

wish to mal~e preliminary statemei.1ts, • I think that the Council could listen to; 

thert1, but I see no member in a. position to do so at the moment, and that leaves 

the Chair with one alternative: that is., to adjourii the meetini;. 

Mr. HOOD (Australia): I am not necessarily raising any objection to 

the specific suG(:;estion that has been made by the representative of Syria but I 

myself would like to be clear as to the exact procedure to be followed in this 

matter and also, indeed, as to the exact status of the . document that the Council 

• hus before it. As I understand it -- and I am ::mbjcct to correction, of course, 

by other representatives, including the · representative of France -- this is a no·te, 

submitted through the Secretary-General for the information of the Council, of a 

legislative act undertaken by the French Parliament. I wonder whether it is 

really proper for· the Council to engage in a specific discussion of this Statute 

in the forrn in which it is submitted. I should have thousht, nnd I say this •. 

with deference, that perho.pa the b-cttci• procedure would b e -- here I agree with , "Ghe 

r 'epresentati ve of India-- for the Committee, which is appointed by the Council to 

draft a report for the Council on this 'l'erri tory; to take .. account of this document, 

The document is for the information of the Council at this stage, a.ml ultimately 

of course for the information of the General Assembly through the Council. I put 

that question., sir. Is it your intention -- or is it, indeed, the wish of the 

representative of France - - that the Council should discuss the Statute in detail, 

Hr. BAHGUES (1',rance) ( interpretation from French): In the first place, 

I wish to thank the various delegations that spoke. I tharik them for the interest 

they have shmm in the Statute that will so·on be introduced · in the Cameroons. 

For reasons :which I have already had an opportunity to state in the Council., 

it haG not so far been possible to furnish the final text of the Statute., because 
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in its present f orm the text is the result of a lencthy procedure. That procedure 

becan d.urinc; the last few months of the paGt year; it continued during the early 

part of this year; it involved. consiclero:tlon of the Statute by the uevly-elected 

Terri to:cial J\.ssembly; aod, finally, the Statute and the an:endrnents suggested by 

the A,;senbly were examined by the li"::.·ench Parliarnont. 

nevertheless, the rno.jor outlines of the Statute were stated by myself to 

the Fourth Cornrnittec of the Gcncrc,l Assembly and. to the Council. Various 

questions vcre astecl durinc; the current session; they were put to the 

representative of France and. to the specinl repr esentative. If the details of 

the Statute in its definitive for m have not been thoroughly studied by the 

vari.ous delec;ations, at least these aelec;ations knew very well the rcajor principles 

of the Statute and. they are fcsrniliar with the over-all structure of the new 

Cameroonian i nstitutions. 

In vie,, of this, I believe it ,rould oe approprie.te for the Council to study 

the Citatutc o.t this session. 

As I have said, and as has been said by other speakers, our procedure is 

somewhat hasty bec ause of the late date at which the Statute uas commmicatecl to 

the Uec1·eta:r.y-Gene ral, vho has distributed it to the members of the Council. 

However, in this connexion, the GU[i~ent .io;1 Ii,ade by the representative of Syria 

would seer,1 to me to meet the wishes of the rnajori ty of delegations tho.t wish to 

study the Statute in detail. Therefore I associate myself' with the proposal of 

the re:presentative of Gyria. I see only advantages in postponinG the discussion 

until tornorroil, but I tllink that it would. be good f'ol'.' the discussion to take :place, 

for a nuil~e r of r easons. 

Firstly , we have, after all, considered the over-nll political situation in 

the Territory. A Drafting Committee was formed.; it hns beGun its work; and it 

i s waitinc only for the opi11ion of 11:embers of tl1e Council in order to draw up its 

recon:rne:1d.ations concerning the political questions m1d the :political situation in 

the Territ ory . 



AP/nk I ' 

T/PV.790 
21 

'rhe second reas:m as I had said a moment ago is that the Leg islative .Assembly 

will be constituted through the transfo:crnation of the presel1t 'i'en~itorial AssemblY• 

The Statute vill be promule;ated in the Terri to1'y. A Cameroonien GJvernment will be 

installed in a fe,r days. I am certain that if the new Cameroonian Government and 

if the Legislative Assembly knew the opinion expressed by various dele6ations in 

the '?rusteeship C,Jtmcil, and if they had the recommendation s which would result from 

these opinio:::is -- recommendations of the Council -- then they would find in these 

recommendations a ce:rta.in encouragement for the i!i.rplcmentc.tion and int:coduction 

of the Statute. Therefore while I fce.l we shoulrl ''tllou the necessary time as was 

proposed by the represe~t2.ti ve of Syria, the necessary tir:1e for various delegations 

to stud.y the docu.!nent, if hastily, it would be a:ppr:)priate that wi thot.:t further 

delay until subsequent sessions) 2.nd especially before the General Assembly mee-::.s 

ac;ain, He should forr.1ulate recommendations concerning the new Statute. 

1-'!1.·. l'-w'F'i' I (Syria) (interpretation from French): '.rhe :::epresentative of 

Australia askR Hhether discussion of the Statute by the Council was possible. I 

should like to point out that several delegations have passed jud~ement on its 

value. Consequently the discussion has tegun as I pointed out in my previous 

statement. On th~ other hand my de.legation sees no objection to the Indian 

proposal transferring this matter to the General Assembly; but we feel that this 

text sll'J tild at least unclergo preli1~1ina ry cormncnt. Seve:cal statements have already 

been made by s,::irne d.elec;ations; consequently it would be unfair not to allow all 

delegations a.n opportunity to make such statements. The Indian proposal might be 

exarnined at tomorrow's meeting once those delegations who desire to make 

:preliminary statements had done so. If the Council were to decide that the Statute 

should not be discussed during this session my delegation feels that no statement 

ought to be sent on to the DraftinG Committee. 'rhat Committee should content 

itself simply with ta.kine; note of this Statute without passing any judgement on its 

value. 

The PRESIDEN'l': I should like to repeat that what is before the Council 

is just one proposal. The Syrian proposal reg_uested that the Council postpone 

discussion of this matter until tomorrow's meetinc;. I have no other proposal -­

all I had were suggestions. Certainly the members can make additional proposals 
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toa_ay or tomorrow, but for the moment I h<Jxe one prop,.)sal and I am cowpelled to put 

it to the vote. However when I asked whether tLerc were any objections I took it 

that there were no objectj_cns. But for the sake of clarity I shall consult the 

Council en the Syrian proposal. I see thct tbere is no objection. I take it that 

the Council agrees to :postpone discussion uD.til tomorrow afternoon at 2.30. -

It was so decided. 

'l'lle meeting rose at 3.15 p.m. 




