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EXAr-IINA'fION OF THE ANNUAL REPOR'r ON THE ADMINIS'rRATION OF THE TRUST TERRITORY 

OF TOGOLAND illIDER FRENCH ADMINISTRATION FOR 1955 (T/1":;00, 1304 and Add.l; 

T/PET.7/520; T/L.740, L.754, L.755) LAgenda item 3~] (continued) 

Mr. BARGt.JES (France) (interpretation from French): In a preliminary 

statement which it made on 16 April, the French delegation, in speaking of the 

situation in .Togoland, stressed the fact that this situation was now in a state 

of tension since the Territory was unde:cgoing a period of transition which was 

characteristized by the transfer of the fundamental politic al and administrative 

powers from the Administering Authority to Togolese bodies •·- mainly a legislative 

assembly and a council of ministers. 

In examining the advancement in the Territory during the year 1955, as it 

appears in the report submitted by the Administering Authority, there is much of 

interest, but it is of' greater interest to the historian than to the diplomat or 

to the politician. 

I must say that practice lias enlarged the scope and meaning of articles 72 

and 75 of the rule; of procedure of the Trustee chip Council, and, in fact, the 

review undertaken by the Council does not cover only the period of the report 

submitted by the Administering Authority but, on the ~ontrary, extends far beyond 

thut time period. To the date of the session of the Council. Thus, a review of 

the situation in Togoland would take into account, in accordance with this 

practice, the events of 1956 andl957, namely the implementation of a new statute, 

the referendum, the recent amendment introduced by the decree of 22 .March and 

the final establishment of the institutions of the autonomous Republic. 

On this point, however, we must turn to resolution 1046 (XI) adopted by 

the General Assembly on 23 January 195'(, according to which the 'l'rusteeship 

Council, in studying the problems of Togaland under French administration, is 

called upon to take "into account the report of the Commission", which is 

entrusted with the study of the whole situation in the Territory as it results 

from the practical application of the new statute. 
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(Mr. Barp;ues, France) 

To examine the situation in the Territory without having before it the 

report of the Commission would be to bypass the recommendations of the General 

Assembly and further to deprive the Council of essential information. 

The French delegation at the beginning of this debate made a statement 

which was perfectly clear and without ambiguity. .We regret that these logica~ 

argu.11Jents have not convinced the majority of the members of the Council. 'l'he 

French delcgation ,has participated in evel'y way possible in the debate. Its 

position of -pr:l_r~ciple, however, cannot be changed. _ 

The G·,:nrern::nent, of the Ac1"1linictering Autho:dty and that of the Republic of 

Togoland ,rish12d to brj_ng to the Ccrumisc::.on co.::n:plete co-operation •. It is 

necessary before adopting any fii1al position to have }J!:;!:!:'ore us th-2 report of the 

Corordssion. We w_ish to avoid any influence on the Ol)inion of the members of the 

Cornmission by any premature official statements. 

Now that we_ have come to th-e end of our discussion, I shall further abstain 

fro:-n comm}_tti>.16 my ~o·,~rnr:12::2-t or myself by replying to questions in cor.me::ion 

with the iIJ:plenent-ation of the new stati:,te. Hm,,ever, I canr:ot leave unar.s•,;crcd 

cert::,.in statement.$ which I find in the remarks made by some of my colleagues and 

which a.o no·~ seem to be in a ,~cord with the facts. I was surprised by the 

state11'ent m3de by the representative of India that the Trusteeship Council has 

not yet bee".l able to take _ cognizanc_e of th.a new statute. It would be far more 

accura4e to say, as the rep!'esentat~ve of Eaiti said> that the statute has been 

ezamincd twice :!.n the Council and in the General Asoe~ribly. The Gsnaral Assembly., · 

in referring to the transf21· o:f i,dvmrs in its r0solu-tion 1.0L~6 (X:), which I 

have alrcacly mE:'ntioned, has indicated that it has taken cocni7.ance of the ste.tute, 

since it has pronounced itself on the ztntute. It is true that India does riot 

take se:1'.'iously General Assernb"'..y r~~olutions since it does not implement t:1ose 

which Inr].ia ccnsi.clers it convenient not to irnplenent. 
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(Mr. Bargues, France) 

Possibly, therefore, the delegation of India, although it denies it, is 

consistent when it claims to ignore the Statute and its existence. But it is much 

more difficult to do so when he states that the Council has not taken cognizance 
" of the Statute. One wonders what are the arguments that can be advanced to state 

that the Autonomous Republic of Togoland is not a republic and ti1at it is not 

autonomous. Several delegations share his viewpoint on this, and particularly 

those of Guatemala and Burma. If, by his resort to Latin etymology, the 

representative of Guatemala wishes to refer to ancient Rome, he has chosen a 

most contradictory argument. l\nd if he knows Roman history and has read Plato 

and Cicero -- which· I do not doubt -- he must agree that the word "Republic11 

covers very varied political regimes. Perha:i?S he could observe the same in malting 

a comparative view of the Republics now in existence. But I feel that the 

organization of the French Republic, and therefore that of the Republic of 

Togolend, is far nearer the most widely held concept of the republican system, 

which is a government to serve the interests of one and all. Now, nobody can 

doubt that the Government of Lonie is really the i;overnment that serves the 

interests of all the population, including the interests of Ivir. Bylvanus Olympia. 

As for autonomy, I would not hesitate to resort to etymology -- Greek 

etymology,this time -- because I do not wish to make any assault on eruclition, 

like my colleague from Guatemala. I merely wish to say that the Republic of 

Togolo.nd is autonomom: because it administers its own affairs by its own luws, 

as did those Greek cities for which this word wa.s specifically created. 

If, as the representative of Burma requests, local bodies should have complete 

legislative, executive and judicial powers, and if there were no more oi' all 

those matters which are now within the purview of the French Republic, Togoland 

woul_d be no less autonomous, but truly independent. Now, my colleague does not 

ask for independence for the Territory. He therefore -- involuntarily, I suppose 

confuses autonomy and indP.pendence. /md yet, the Administering Power has clearly 

told him that this is a Statute for autonomy. 

But possibly one might ask whether the representative of Burma has really 

made a thorough study of the Statute and has really considered all the provisions. 

I am rather inclined to wonder when I hear him Etate that matters such as 

,/ 

; 
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finance are not within 'the competerice of' the local powers. Now,, it is well .known ._. 

or perhaps I shou1.d ·say it should be v1ell known -- that . the -Legislative Assembly 

votes ~Ti. th • fuli 'powers the budget and taxes and has done so for ten years .. 

•• Furthermore; may I reassure my colleague ,. that he ,• is . not the only one to 

make such mistakes. I am not sure that those ·that are ·made by othera are 

involuntary. 

To claim, for example, that the guarantee given by France to maintain the 

integrity of the terr:i.torial frontiers of Togoland establishes a link of 

co-ordinat~on between the two countries, or even constitutes a characteristic 

of integration, can but be the result of either ignorance· or slander. France, like .· 

the majority' of the Administering Powers,·has on several occasions given thin 

guarantee to weaker nations, · which furthermore request such a guarantee, as 

Togoland itself did and I have not yet heard of any integration of these 

territories into those nations. 

To reserve to the French Republic legislation regarding f'inanc_ial_ as,sistance,. 

although settlement of the way in which this. financial assistance is to be \lSed is. 

to be settled locally, may perhaps place the Territory in a state of ouborclination. 

It is the subordination of the borrower from the lender. I do not know whether 

the representative of Guatemala. feels that he is subordinated to his banker if 

he has at any time requested a loan. The difference which, however, exiE;ts between. 

the ni~jority of bankers and France is that the latter, under article 35 of the 

Statute, has committed itself to continue assistance to Togoland on a l _ong-term 

basic under FIDES. • 

As could be expected, recomrnendatio.ns -ha.ye been made for the organization and 

holding of elections on the basic of. universal su;frage, . with a view to renewing 

the Legislative Assembly. May I point out t.hat the Jws:mbly tLat is now 

functioning has been elected by an electoral· body of moi:e than 200,000 citizens, 

wherers the· lists prepared for uni verse.l _ suffrage qow numb.er more than 

400,coo citizens.· That means that the elector~l .body that appointed the Assembly 
. . . 

is as large as if Togoland,' like other Territories, did not grant the ~ight to vote 

to women. It is furthermore remarkahle that a~ _injunction of th_is k:L;.1d siiould' be 

~ddressed to France, which ·has ,been a first Power and is to this day the only one 
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to have started universal suffrage in black Africa. My delegation does not 

consider that the scruple that guides the representatives who have addre:.:;sed such 

an invitation to France are less honourable. ,But we would have appreciated such 

a scruple more highly if it had been exercised with a full knowledge of the facts 

and if therefore the delegations for which universal suffrage seems to be the 

criterion of independence,and even of autonomy, had subordinated the institution 

to the suffrage that is freely exercised, as Members of the United Nations in 

States where this right does not exist, 

The representative of Guatemala considers that interdiction by the public 

powers of a political meeting is.,·contrary to the free .exercise of the civil 

rights of the population. I regret that on this point I disagree with my 

colleague. May I point out in this respect that legislation in Togoland is 

exactly the same as it is in France, France does not have the :..·eputation of being 

a country where civil rights are not freely exercised. It is true also that there 

is no anarchy. It is the duty of the public powers to prohibit a meeting if 

public order is in danger, and we know that it was in danger at Atakpame. This 

obligation, in accordance with the law, also comes under the power. of the French 

Government under article li, paragraph B of the Trusteeship Agreement, which 

expressly provides the application of measures that will. ensure respect of 

internal order. 

May I now come back for a minute to gra.rurnar. That would be in order to tell 

the representative of Syria that, in establishing a fundamental difference between 

a referendum and a plebiscite, he gives the French language a subtlety which it 

does not have in this case. The two words have the same meaning. This is not due 

to an abus~ in usage in the current language, where the term referendum is applied 

to a consultation on a general law, whereas the word plebiscite should enable the 

population to pronounce itself on the doctrine of a person . . In fact, the term 

plebiscite was in the first place used by analogy with lfogoland under British 

administration. But, during the tenth session of .the General Assembly, arguing 

that, since more than a hundred years, the plebiscite evo~ed to Frenchr-en the 

memory of dictatorships or Caesars, I had myself' requested the Fourth Cornmi ttee 

to adopt the word referendum for the operation to be carried out in Togoland under 
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French administration in complete calm, and this was agreed upon without difficulty. 

It woulc.1 be · hazardous ;to attribute this change of terminology to the sombre designs • 

of the Administering Authority today . . In fact, , referendum in Fre_nch Togoland has 

been used in the same way nG hns 11plebiscite11 in Br-itish. Togoland, 

This does not mean that l believe that there should be a comparison made 

between the two Territories . . And when the representative of India states that 

Togoland under French administration is, from the point of view of. its econorni_c 

situation, sliL;htly different from Ghana, he merely forgets that the subsoil in 

the' latter State contains ,large quantities of manganese and that Ghana exports 

180,000 tons of cocoa, wherea::; in 1956 Togoland only exported 4,ooo tuns. 

He has pointed out that a certain number of conventions of the International 

Labour Organisation which had not yet been ratified by France had not been made 

applicable to the Territory. That is true. 
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May I, however, point out in this respect that Frar:ce has ratified a er eater 

number of ILO conventions than any of the cr:.;her countries represented at this 

table. Furthermore, the Labour Code contains provisions which put into effect 

the najority of the conventions which have not as yet bee,1 fo1·rually ratified, 

I therefore regret to say that I ce.:inot accept the criticisms which have been 

address eel to the 1\.dDinistering Authority on ,this point, and I woc:ld. suggest 

that the l'Gprcscnte..tives who have 1,1ade the criticisms should reme1ilber the saying 

about overlool:ing the beam in your own eye while seeing the mote in your brothe1· ts 

eye. 

'rhe represei:itative of India expressed regret at the fact that there uas not 

in the Horth a ceneral hospital like the one at Lornc. Up ·co now, howeve1·, the 

Lome hospital had been criticized for being too larc;e. If the representative 

of India had e:~amined the problem more carefully, he would have learned that 

the present trend in countries with a low population density is not to increase 

the nuuber of hospitals but, rather, to centralize treatment in one large and 

well-equipped hospital to which, thanks to con,munication facilities, particularly 

2.eroplanes, nll the gravely ill persons are brou.:..;ht. 

He are accustomed to seeing the Soviet Union representative play with figures 

vhich he l:nowingly cites incorrectly. Obviously, he has not failed to do so 

again in respect of 'l'ogolaua.. He alleGed, for example, that only 10 per cent of 

the children of the '.i'erritory were receiving primary education. Now, accordinG 

to the UHESCO report, 62,035 children are attending prin:ary schools. Thus, 

to use the figare of the Soviet Union delegation, the school-e.ge population of 

the Territory s hould be 620, 550.. Taking the percentace of fifteen reco0nized as 

accurate by mmsco, one wouJ.cJ. arrive at a total population of the Territory of 

4,135 ,COO -- th'lt is, four times the actual populo:tion. 

The Soviet Union dele0ation clso demands that religious education should be 

replaced by a progressive system. If the Soviet Unio11 representative means by 

a progressive system e. communistic system, then I must aclr.1i t that religious 

education in •rogoland is not proGressive. If, hovever -- as I believe -- the 

word 11progressive11 means in favour of progress, I must state that relig ious 

teaching, no matter what denomination is involved, is as progressive as le,y 

education. 
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I have rnac1e these observations in order to clf\.rify certain points that, 

in my opinion, it was absolutely necessary to clari~y. I have also wished to 

demonstrate that what is a "farccn is not', as the rcpresentati ve of Syria 

believes, the fact that 'ror;olund is called an autorio.11ous republic, but, on 

the contrary, ~he way in which some delegations '.v:!re: unclerstand their duties. 

It rer::o.ius for me now to ci ve some sup:pleme ,:tary information on several 

questions to vhich I ,ms · ~nable to reply at the time they were asked because 

I dic1- not have the necessary data before rne. 

Half of the broadcasts of the radio ntation at Lome are c;iven in the 

various vernacular languaGes. To tho.t must be added •scveral theatre and 

variety programmes in the ind.igenous dialects. 

Ninety pe:r·r.;onG are at present studying in France uuder scholarships. 

They are di vide:l up as follows ar.1ong the variouc subjectG: letters, fourteen; 

law, twelve; science, nine; medicine, fourteen; pharmcJ.cy, six; dentistry, two; 

midwifery, seven; graduate schools, four; preparation for graduate schoolc, eleven; 

technico.l schools, six; miscellaneous, five. 

It is true that the1·e has been a decrease in the 11un1ber of nurses belon6ing to 

the permanent cadren, particularly as a result of retirements. On tl1e othe'r 

hancl, the total number of nurses and other personnel in the health service has 

co'nsiderably increasecl: from 485 in 1951~, to 509 in 1955. 
Finally, there are X-ray machines at Lorne, Sokode, Atakpa; ,1 e and r--Iarl[;o. 

In those ccnti·es there are 01;ganized campaigns oi' radiooco:py of:' Gchool children, 

I would not wish to conclude i-Ti thout askirig the repr6sentati ve of Haiti~ 

in a friendly spirit, not to tal:e offence at a joke of a nmrnpr.pcrr:mn, dccpite 

the fact tho;e, the joke wo.n in rather bad taste. 'rhis· is one of the· prices paid 

for freedor,1 of the Press. An article in a newcpo;per, however, binds only the 

author of that article. . It cannot change the fe.elincs of the whole of the 

population towards a friendly nation. 

I should lil~e to take this occasion to the.nk the Haitian delegation for 

the objectivity anc.1 the understanding which it has shm-m durinc this debate. 

I should also like to thank that delegation for its final statement, which will 

be of great use to my Government. I must pay the same tribute to the delegation 

of China,which, as usual, has contributed most constructively to the study of 

our problems. 



BC/mtm 'r/rv. 786 
13 

I arn also grateful to the delegations of Australia, Italy, Hew j~ealaud 

and the United Kingdom for ·[;heir enl:ightcnecl eve.luatlons of Fnmce' s actLm in 

Togoland. I should like to mention in particular the statement of the 

representative of Belgium, ·-rho clearly presented the problems involved in the 

evolution anc1 termination of the 'rrusteeship System and who endeavoured to 

ex-pose a certain deceit in the debates here by saying, rightly in my view, 

that objective and complete information is no loncer the essential element of 

the discussions of the Council. 

Appointment of a drafting committee 

Th~Jlllifil.PElTT: With that statement by the re_presentati ve of France, 

the Trnsteeship Council has concluded its debate on conditions in 1.roc;oland 

under French ad.ministration. 
-

In accordance with the Council 1s usual procedure, we must now appoint 

a draft in;; cornni tte8. I should like to nominate the follo..-..r.Lng countries for 

:membership of that committee: Guatemala, Haiti, Australia and the United 

Kingdom. 

IIr. Si.~OLDEREN_ (Belgiuri1) (intcrpretatim1 from French): Several de.ys ago, 

I :presented a r,1otion to which I should like to revert today. 

I must say that I was somewhat surprised at the reactions of certain members 

of the Council to the proposals which I made at the Council 1s 7C2nd rneetingj 

rny proposals were made only out of a very l ci:;i t i mate c_oncern to facilitate 

the Council 1 s wort on a :problem so complex as that of Togoland. I recognize, 

however, that the exchane;e of views which took place at the Council's 782nd 

meeting contributed to a large extent to c: issipatinc Gome misu11d.e1·stm1d.ing:, and 

ambiguities about a :proposal which is really very sirnple. 
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I should like to' take this ol)portunity once again to explain, briefly', 

the SCOJ:le and meaning . of my motion. 'The n1otion has only ·tuo plh"pOscci: • first, 

not to establish, during the present session or' the Council, a draftinc .. ' 
ca.rnruittee on Togoland under J?rench administration; second, to postpone to a 

• ~·-. . • 

later session the adoption of any resolutions concerning the situation in 

th~ Te.rrf t~ry, on the understanding that a drafting cornmitt'ee' will be estEi.blished 

anc1 r~solutions ,rill be adopted during a spE?cial session which will be held 

before the twelfth session of the General Assembly. At that time, account wili 

be tak,en of the statements made and the clarifi'cations given by the representative 
j . : • • ' 

of l'rance, of the statement of the petitioner, of the observations of the r.~embers 

of the Council and of the remarks of the represeritati ves of the specialized 

agencies. 

:My delei:;ation I s only purpose is to facilitate the Council I s work and to 

allou the Council to present a more cor:iplete report to the ·General Assembly 
' ' 

and adopt resolut:i.ons which 1-rill be rJore tip to date . • It does not seem t.o : rne 
that there is anything in that purpose ,:rbich could be called a rimnebuvre or ah 

atte1,1pt to l~eep the Council from. doing its duty. Quite the contrary • 

. Last .Thursday, the representative of India thought it necessary to make 

a :proposal on the subject of scholarships which 1•rent i'D~ch· further than the one 

I am ma.~dng. His proposal was air.1eJ. at postponing, :purely and siruply, to 

a late,r session an i tern on the aGenc.'1.a of this session -- for the very good ' 

reason that some documents to which the representative of India attached . 
importance were not available. Ho one objected' to that proposal. 

Th~ i tern on our agenda concerning 'l'ogolahd is similar .to the precc:det1t which 

I have · just cited. In fact, the necessity bf a postponement is :perhaps even; 

greater because, in this case, what we are lacfring is not an important· document, · · 

but the essential . documm-;t. 
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Some representatives have objected that the Commission has restricted terms 

of reference. \'le must. recall that the Government of the Autonomous Republic of 

Togoland has received. very broad powers in all fields -- political, social, 

economic and cultural. The report of the Commission will give us information 

which is indispensable if we are really to pass a proper -judgement on the situation. 

In conclusion, I should like to make a new appeal to representatives so that, 

in the light of the precision of the remarks which I have just made, they may see 

their way to reconsider their position. In reality, this is nothing more than to 

make the work of the Council really objective and factual. We shall not be able, 

later on, to modif;;r resolutions which we may pass lightly at this time, and we 

should be forced to adopt new resolutions very soon. Hhy not realize this at this 

very moment? I hope that I am not making a vain appeal to the sense of 

responsibility of my colleagues. 

The PRESIDENT: The point which has just been presented by the 

representative of Belgium was discussed fully at previous meetingso I think that 

representatives have already expressed their views on this proposal and, if there 

is no objectioJ?,, I should like to put it immediately to the vote. 

Mr. GRILLO (Italy): I do not recall that I expressed the opinion of my 

delegation on the proposal and, therefore, with your consent, Mr. President, I 

shall do so now. 

I said in my statement a few clays ago that I considered the debate on French 

Togoland to be utterly unrealistic, I am still of that opinion. I concluded my 

statement then by saying that my delegation was of the opinion that any further 

discussion on Togoland under French administration should take into account, fir~t 

and foremost, the report of the Com,."Uission, as indicated by the General Assembly. 

Now we are going to appoint a drafting committee. I think that it is 

unnecessary and useless at this stage to appoint a drafting committee because, 

in the opinion of my delegation, such a committee could only recall the discussions 

which had taken place in the Council, but, again, in my opinion, it could not adopt 

any resolution, or draft any recommendation for the reason that the General Assembly 

decided only three months ago that any further discussion of the situation in 

Togoland under French administration should take place in the light of the report 
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of the Commission which- is about to be· sent to :. t;i-.:at Terr'ito:ry.: Therefore, I shall 

absteiri if this proposal comes to a : vote. • I slw.ll·abstain in any· pr 0posal ·se-c,+,ing 

up a drafting committee and)' of co~·se, I reserve my right to make further ·-rema.rks 

on the report itself when ·it comes to the Coui:ic·n. 

The FRESIDEN':i:., l'he proposal is that no drafting coinmgt.ee on Togoland 

under French administration shall be appointed. 

The . propcfria:i w~s .ad.opted'by 5· vctcs to 4, with 5 ahstentiohs. · 

. The PRESIDENT: For the record I should like to rriake the foilowing 

statement. 

The·· Council he.s dee ided not to appoint ariy 'drafting committee .for· Togo land 

under Frenchadministratiori and that a'll resolutions should be left untii ' the 

Special Oommi'.:ision has · presex1ted its report. 

Mr. MUFTI (Syria) (interpretation from French): The Council has just 

takeri ~ decision not to ·set .up a draf'tihg committee on French Togoland for the 

mome·ntJ but· it has not taken any decis'ibri with regard to the· fate; of the reoolutions 

which the' Counc'il .itself· might adopt,. There is • one area in ,rhich the Coun·c:i.l might, 

indeed, take a decision. That area concerns the elections, which do not fall within 

the terms of reference of the special comrnisnion. If such a proposal has not been 

submit-ted by any other delegation, my delegation would be ready and willing to 

submit such a draft · resolution concerninG the elections, in ·vie~, of the· fact that 

this matter does not fall wi•chin the terms ·of reference · bf the · Special Commission: 

of the General Assembly. 

The · PRESIDENT~ . • The· representative of Syria · is correct in his asstimptibn. ·•. 
I 

Mr. JAIPAL (India): I was about->to say much the same· thing. The 

decision which the Council has just taken referred only to the setting up of a 

drafting. committee. As ybu·'kno~..r; Mr~ Presia.ent, · there •· is a draft resolution 

which has been -tabled bf·the ; delegat-ions ' of the United States / and India and which, 

we er.pect, will be taken· up by·'the curre1it session of the Council. 
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:Mr, SEARS (Vnited States of America): I wish to make the position of 

my delegation clear •. The situation has not quite worked out aG v1e had thought 

it would, The United States delegation would have been in favour of .appointing 

a drafting committee now to cover .social, educational and economic matters. 

We would not have been in favour of such a committee going into the :political 

field, which, we hoped, could be deferred until the special session. 

Mre SMOLDEREN (Belgium) (interpretation from French): In view of the 

fact that I was the sponsor of the motion, I should like the verbatim record to 

be perfectly clear regarding my ·statement. I simply wish to read again the terms 

of my proposal; this will be the fourth time. 

My proposal was just this: first, not to create, during the present session, 

any drafting committee for Togoland under French administration; secondly, to 

postpone until a ;Later session the vote on any resolution concerning the situation 

in that Territory. 

The PRESIDENT: What I put to the vote ,ms one simple question: that 

no drafting ~ommittee be established for Togoland under French administration at 

this session. That. was all. Concerning the draft resolution, I must certainly 

consult the Council, We have taken no decision on that. 

Iv.I!'. JAIPAL (India): I should now like to move that a drafting committee 

be set up for the restricted purpose of' drafting conclusions concerning the 

economic, social and educational conditions. 

The PRESIDENT: The Council has before it a proposal by the 

r~presentative of India, that a drafting committee be established to consider 

conclusions on the economic, social and educational advancement of the Territory. 

I shall put this draft resolution. to .the vote. 

Mr. BARGUES (France) (interpretation from French): It seems to me that 

we have voted on the question whether a drafting committee is to be established to 

consider all quest~ons regarding the general situation in Togoland -- political, 

economic, social and educational. 
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This is so true that the representative of the Unite·a.: States has t 'd 

that he wouidhave pref~rred the resolution to have covered only econopiic, 

social and cultural questions. But the resolution whieh we have adopt_eq in~lt1.d~d 

all fields -- political, social, economic and cultural. I do not think that it . . . : .. . .. . • 

would be possil:>le n.01-i to go back, by a new vote, on a resolution already adopted 

by the Council. 

,' •} •. 
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Mr. MUF·TI (Syria) (interpretation from French): After the 

ir_tervention of the representative of Belgium, my delecation is in a position 

to contest the result of the vote, in view of the fact that the representative 

of Belgium had some doubts as to the exact form of the proposal which was put 

to the vote. If the Councj.l has no objection, I bei'ieve that we should proceed 

to a second vote on the matter. 

Mr. ROLZ BENNETT (Guatemala) (interpretation from Spanish): I believe 

that in this matter we should use a little common sense and logic. If indeed 

the 9ouncil has taken a decision to the ef'fect that it would not establish any 

drafting committee to deal with the situation in F1~ench 'l'ogoland, the fact 

remains that the whole discussion turned upon political matters. Since the 

reason given for not establishing a draft:ing committee was that a special 

commission of the General Assembly would soon visit the Territory and would have 

to report back to the Council and the Council wo'..tld have to meet in special 

session to consider a ,report to the General Assembly, and if during this special 

session of the Cotmcil what we are going to deal with is simply the report of 

the special commission, then it is logical to suppose that economic, social and 

educational matters will have to be reported on to the General Assembly from 

this session. Therefore, the logical thing to do would be, as in the past, to 

establish a drafting committee which would consid~r these economic,. SGcial and 

educational matters, so that we could issue a report to the General Assembly. 

Mr. SMOLDEREN (Belgiwn) (interpretation from French): May I say that 

I never had any doubts regarding the scope of my proposal, since I have 

repeated it four times in the Council. If it is contested, it can only be on 

the second point, on the vote on the resolution, but not on the first point 

because that has been decided by vote. 

ivlr. GRILLO (Italy): I would like to say that the understanding of my 

delegation is not the same as that of the delegation of Guatemala; so much so 

that in our statement on this question I said : 
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11The resolution" -- that . is,' the General 1~ssembly resolution _.,; "also 

provided fo r the dispatch to the Ter:citory of a CoillL11issiori 'in order to 

examine, in the light of the discuss:i.ons in the Fourth Comiuittee\ the 

entire situation in the Territory resulting from the pract°lcal application 

... :,:-· 

of the new Statute, and the c1)nditions under which the Statute i's b~irtg 

applied'. I emphasize the words: 'th~ entire 'situation' ~11
• (T/Pv.783 par;e 77) 

'rherefore, my delegation considers that the resblti:tion, • although pri'marilY: 

concerned ;,1ith the question of political e.d0re.ncement refers also to the economic, 

social and educational aspects of the situation in French 'l'ogoland. 

Mr. DORSUNIL~ (Haiti) (interpretation from French): Sometimes votes 

are cast and then . the results· sur prise us. Thatis what has .happened now with 

the proposal of the repres~ntative of Belgiuiu. ·He has recalled that he made 

a proposal to the effect that no drafting co1c.mittee te set up · Zor Togoland under • 

French · admj_rtistration. • I re cell qu1.t·e clearly that he made that proposal 

previously and repeated it this afternoon. But ' it h~ a fact that this propusal 

came at: a time when it appeai·s that our minds t1ere not · prepared to ghisp the 

exact scope of the propoE?al he repeated and it is for this·· :ceason that my 

delegation abst airied at the time of voting and did not vote in favour or against. 

In fact, ue were just thinking of the exact scope or· the proposal; and in truth 
. . . • ' 

my delegat i on, although we fully apprecio.t e the arbuments advanced r egarding 

certain aspects of the questions to be reviewed by the dL~afting committee, ,was 

not quite sure that the drafting committee could not consider some fields 

regarding Tosoland under French aclministL·ction. 

Many delegations have, i n fact, · 'pronounced the1nselves on some aspect s the 

economic, social and educutional aspects -- 'if not on the political aspect of 

the situat ion. My delegation said that it was not ready to consider the 

political situation in the Territory at this time. We have examined the Statute 

twice in the past and we reserve the right to examine it in the light of the 

report of t he special com.'llission which is to go to Togoland. It is our view 

that a drafting committee might have been appointed by the Council in order to 

consider t he three fields I have mentioned, as was done previously for the 

Cameroons under French administration. The case is not quite the same because 
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the drafting committee for the Cameroons will, during the present session, have 

to prepare recommendations in the political f ield, but as regards the political 

aspect of the situation, the problem of Togoland under French administration would 

be deferred until a later session. For the other three fields, the draf ting 

committee could have prepared recommendations and conclusions and it is f or that 

reason that my delegation would be in favour ~f the Council reconsideri ng its 

decision and would support the proposal made by the representative of India, 

which seems to agree substantially with.what the representativ~ _of the United 

States said namely, that as _far as his delegation was concerned it would have 

no objection to having a drafting committee to consider the economic, social and 

educational f ields. 

As f or the second part of the proposal made by the repi~esentative of Belgium, 

here again j_t would appear t hat not everybody properly grasped t he scope of the 

proposal. The representative of Belgium has underlined that in his proposal no 

decision cou.ld be taken on 1'ogoland under French administration which would se_em 

to indicat e that the dr aft resolution to be submitted by the delegat ions of 

India and, I believe the United States, regarding elections, should not be 

considered by the Council. 

I do not think that the proposal of the representative of Belgium should cover 

that specific case• As he has st at ed, his proposal is not based on the te1°ms of 

reference given by the General Assembly, since the resolution adopted by the 

Fourth Committee already contains a proposal to this effect. 

In conclusion, my deler;r~tion would be in favour of having a drafting 

committee to -consider the economic., social and educational fields. We consider 

that the question of a resolution on elections to be held in the Territory, which 

is the subject of a draft resolution t o 'be submitted, is outside the scope of 

the pr oposal made by the representative of Belg ium. 
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Mr. LOBANOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)(interpretation from 

Russian): Now that the proposal made by the delegation of J3~lgium has been 

adopted, the Council ·has certainly acted in an unusual manner. • It ·has 

departed,froniits normal custom during the presen:t session. ·The situation in 

French Togoland will therefore remain in suspense. 
.... '. ,.,_ 

'iihat has been the purpose of the Council I s examination of the' question?·'· 

Hhy have we met? Hhy have we devoted much time to these debates if they are 

not to result in recommendations? 

The ·Council examihed the' annual report of the Ac1mini13tering Authority as 

has always been done in the case of ·every othe!" Terr~tory. The Council has 

full power to adopt a decision after this disc.u.'ssi'ori;· When the Committee 

appointed by' the General Assembly' submits its reiY61·t, the Councii' will consider 

that report, arrive at its o-wn conciusiorts and ~ubrait an additional report to 

the General Assembly as is in fact contemplated in the General Assembly resolution. 

Therefore my. delegation considers· that the 'Counci'l' should send a: report to the 

General Assembly without any omissiorto;'' as hcis''a.lways been ·done ·in the case of 

every. ·othe:t: Territory. That is {1hy once again ·we' wish t~:/ request that the 

Council reconsider its decision to t1ppoirit a drafting cow.hiittee a.hd to sb.brnit 

recommendations on the situation in French Togoland. For that reason we support 

the proppsal made by the representative of Syria that the Council reconsider its 

decision. Otherwise the vote just cast might create a dangerous precedent for 

the future, sine!=! some·delegations· did not clearly understand the proposal on 

which they voted. 

If- the,.Council· cannot accept the very reasonable proposal made by the 

delegation of.Syria,·the delegation of-the Soviet Union will warmly support the 

proposal made by the delegation of India. 

' . 'The PRESIDENT: ,I. think ·.:yoµ are all familiar With tlie rules of 

procedure of the, Trusteeship Council,' · The·rµles of procedure of the General 

Assembly have a .provi'sion for reconsideration; · • Unfortunately., the rules of 

procedure of. the· Trusteeship: Counoi1' do riot·riave such a provision. However, in, 

the view of the Chair., the prop'osal, :of: ·th~ r~presentp.tive of ·India is ·admissible. 

If there is no objection, I shall put it to the vote. '-The 1)roposal is that a 

drafting connnittee be establ~shed to consider economic., social and educational 

advancement in the Territory • 

. -;; The proposal was adopted by 7 . votes to 5, with 2 abstentions. 

'' 
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The PRESillENT : I propose the following, as members of the Committee: 

Guatemala, .Haiti, Australia and the United ~ingdom. 

these members will con~titute the Com:nittee. 

It was . so decided. 

As there is no objection, 

Mr. DORSINVILIE (Haiti)(interpretation from French): A second point 

was rai;:ied, namely, the scope of the, proposal ma.de by the representative of 

Belgium. I .should like t.o know, ltlr. President, whether you are ·going to take 

up the second point of the .prop_osal of the representative of Belgium who stated 

that his proposal was designed to have the effect that no decis;i.on should be 

taken by the Council regarding the situation in French Togoland. 

The PRESIDENT: I was coming to this point after the appoint~ent of 

the Committee. I thank the representative of Haiti for bringing it up. : 

There is before the Council an Indian-United States draft resoiution, The 

question is: Should the Council discuss this at the present nccting? 

l:!r, JAIPJ\L (India): Mr. Presia.ent, as you and the other membe;rs know 

the normal procedure here. is for a resolution to be tabled and circulated, Then 

. the sponsors introduce it, After they have done so, the, Council takes a 

decision on whether to adopt it, reject it or postpone it. Surely it is. 

premature at this stage to bring up the question of the resolution at all. It 

seems to me completely unusµal to be discussing this resolution when the sponsors 

have not even introduced it. 

The FRBGIDgrT: I did spas a matter of courtesy. The representative 

of Haiti •asked for a clarific?,tion. This also ·has a bearing on the statem~nt of 

the representative of· Belgium. Houever., I am in the hands of the Council. 

If it is not pr~parec1 to deal with this draft reso;Lution today, I shall not 

press it at all. ile can leave it to another time, I propose that we leave it 

and proceed to our next item of business. 
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Nr. MUFTI (Syria)(iriterpretation from Frenc'h): • This i's '?fuit·e clear; , 

but we must.add the following clarification,; The Council has ·taken no decis;ton. 

The only decision ~-rhich the Council has taken concerns the Drafting Cominittee. 

Mr. SMOLDEREN (Belgium) ( interpretation from French): I am compelled 

to oppose such an interpretation. May I merely refer members of the Council to 

the summary· records of the 782nd and· 7E6th·meetings, 

?'.!!_._!1UI!'TI_ (Syria) ( ii-:rterp'rcto.tiori from French): After the statement/ 

which has just been made, my deleg·ation fe~l$ • that a vote· should also be taken 

on the second part of the Belgj_an proposal. 

'rl1e PRE:SIDENJ:: I would like to remind the representative of Belgium 

anc1 I think the records ,rill bear me out; I repeated it twice -~ that the, 

Belgir-m i_Jroposal ,-ras to establish or not to e.stablish a drafting ccrmnitte·e~ He 

hav2 not ·i?J~cn a decision on the second point. I. do hope that this matter 

could "be 1 c~~-,., "':-o another meeting for consideration., 

U f\U H'"l'IN (Burma): - Mr. President, as you stated very clearly when 

you ue::--e F:!.i/, .:.r..g the Belgian proposal to a vote,. we -understood that we were 

voti:1g _r,_i:· ".~::8 formation of a d;raftint; cor.,mittee. 

delegati:rn cast a negative vote. 

On this understanding, my 

The rRBSIDENr: If you insist that I put the secpnd part of the 

·proposal to the vote, I shall certainly be glad to do that. 

lir. SMOLDEREN (D~lGium)(interpretation from French): I p;resented a 

single motion in two parts. Then no one asked for a separate vote. 

Mr. ~TAIP1\L (India) : . It does not matter how a representative of this 

Council presents his proposals. He may present a comprehensive proposal which 

may contain more than one aspect. What does matter, however, is what the 
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President . puts to the vote • . :· If you ,were to check the _, records of this meeting 

or.the tape record you would find that yoµ said that what you put to the vote 

was the formatiop of .a drafting coni.mi ttee. It is that upon which we voted, 

and nothing else. 

Mr •. MUETI (Syria)(interpretation from French): _The second part of 

the Belgian proposa~ states that no resolution is to be · adopted by the Council 

during this session. The Council has just decided tp establish a drafting 

corr.mittee for sod.al, economic and cultural questions. Therefore, it .is 

unc1e:rstood that this drafting committee is empowered, to present draft 

recommendations in these three fields to the Council,. 

second part of the Belgian proposal no longer stands. 

Consequently, the 

Mr~ I-IAMILTO!T (Australia): I do not sc~ any particular need to 

ccmmit myself on what exe.ctly was put to the vote. Tomorrow morning the 

recorc1 will show what vas proposl:)d by the representative of Belgium and what was 

put to the vot~ by the President. The President has suggested that we postpone 

the discussion. I tak~ it that the discussion will be postponed until after 

the record is .available. I entireiy agree with his suggestion that the 

discussion be postponed irr:.~ediately. 
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Hr, Jll.IPAL (India): hr . .President, you are still. presiding over 

this meeting. Surely you can guide us now as to what you ectually put. to 

the vote and ,rhat we decided upon. The talk that we have been having now 

about postponement of discussion relates to the second aspect of the Belgian 

proposal. 

The PiffiSIDEN'r: I have repeated, I think, three times, and this· is 

the fourth time,· that ~rhat I put to the vote was the Belgian proposal to the 

effect that no drafting corn.mi ttee for Togole.nd ur1der French administration 

be appointed. 'l'hat is all I put to the· vote. I am sure that members will 

agree with me that that is all Iput to the vote. 

second part of the Belgian proposal to the vote. 

I have never put the 

rlow the situation is as follows. Since the Council has decided to 

appoint a drafting committee, and a drafting committee has been appointed, r:~'J. 

since we still have before us the draft resolutipn proposed by India and the 

United States, I propose that the matter be cieferred until a later meeting. 

It was so decided. 

~A...RGUES (F'rance) ( j nte ,T ;:•c Li=-.. t.i,,n from French) : I believe I heard 

the representative of Australia make a formal proposal to the effect that we 

postpone this discussion until we have the verbatim record. 

'l'he PRESIDENT: What I said conforms exactly with the proposal of the 

representative of i~ustralia. I said "until a later meeting". . We have no 

later meeting before Friday, according to our time-table. By that time, I 

am sure, the verbatim record will be in the hands of members of the Council. 

Mr. JAIPAL (India): I am afraid I do not quite understand what it 

is that we are deferring until Friday. AR far as I can see, we are postponing 

until Friday consideration of the Indian and United States draft resolution. 

He have already decided to set up a draf·ting committee which has certain limited 

terms of reference. 
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The PRESIDENT: That .is very clear. J. _did not say that we had 

gone back on ·that. : I ;think it was stated here that, since the Council ho.s 

accepted a drafting committee, certainly the .drafting -committee will have to 

present draft recommendations to the Council. 

EXAI:lIHATION OF THE ANNUAL REPORT ON THE ADMIIUG'11IZATIOH OF THE 'l'RUS'r TERRITORY OF 

THE CAHEROOHS UNDER FRENCH ADliIIHSTR.!.\.'l'ION FOR J.955 fFg~nda item 3E..7 AND HEARINGS 

OF PETI'i'IONERS FROli THB TRUST TERRI'I'ORY OF THE CAJ,,jERQONS UNDER FREHCH 

ADr-iINISTRATION ffieneral Assembly resolution 1067 (XI)] /Ji.genda item ly': l:FJ,RING 

OF TrIE REPRESEN;l'A'l'IVES OF THE nUHIOlt DES ASSOCIATIONS '11RADI'l'IONNE:):,LES 11 

(A/RES/500; T/1284, 1504, 130'{; •r/PET. 5/L.433; T/L. T56) (continued) 

At the invitation of the President. Mess:..~s .1'\nj€r!lbe i:ienye. Kingue Jon~, 

Philippe l'-ibarga and . Gustave, Nr;or:iba took places at the Council table. 

'l1he PEESIDEN'l': Now I should lil-:c to consult the· members of the 

Council as to whether any uf them would like to put questions to the 

peti·tioners. 

Mr. i:,iUFTI (Syria)(interp:retation from French): J.1-Iy delesation would 

like t o asl~ the petitioners for further information concerning the claims which 

were made in relation to the latest elections which took place in the Territory. 

Mention was made at our last meeting of the fact that seventeen protests 

had. been mao.e concernint:s seventeen -regions. My dele[;ation ,rould like to have 

further information concerning the nature of these protests. 
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Mr. KINGUE JONG ( Union des Associations Tradi tionnelles a.u Cameroun) 

(interpretation :from French): These protests referred mainly to the nature 

of the elections and the manner in which they were held. Obviously, there 

were frauds and alterations of votes which took place during the election. These 

cases were brought before the courts. The courts have already pronounced 

themselves on two cases and the fake elections in two cases have been annulled. 

Mr. MlJ.!.•,'rI (Syria) (interpretation from French): 1-1:,· delegation would 

have liked greater details as to the nature of the protests. He have been told 

that the protests concerned the manner in which the elections were held. But 

could we not be told what exactly were the objectives of these protests,, 

as regards the ballot papers themselves and tbe people in charge of the voting 

booths or polls? Could we be told more· about these protests? 

11r. KINGUE JONG ( interpretation from French): I replied a few 

minutes ago to the representative of Syria that these protests referred to 

the tricked or faked -elections; that is to say, the ballot boxes were filled 

before votes were cast ancl there were indications of persons having voted 

who should not have clone so. He read yesterday that in our Territory and in 

certain other places persons who were no longer alive were shown as having 

voted. They were included in t.he electoral lists. It is ' for that reason 

that we contested the elections and protested. 

I can give some further explanations. The Administration is undoubtedl~· 

well aware of the situation and the manner in which these elections were held 

since it has to testify before the court at the same time as those who 

formulated the protests. 

Hr. MUFTI (Syria) (interpretation from French): When the Council 

was called upon to examine the annual report, it was able to note the great 

percentar;e of those -who participated in the voting in regions which are 

characterized by the density of jungle, and so forth. On the other hand, the 

petitioner made reference the other day to a question relating to the boxes 

placed out in the brush. I wonder if there is not a relationship between this 
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high pe·rcentage of votes cast in the brush ai:lcl t;he jungle region and the 

remark rna de oy· the petitioner concerning the fact that these boxes were 

placed out in the brush or jungle. . Consequently, I would li~(e to know whether 

the petitioner would be in a position to elaborate further . upon the aspects 

of the question. 

J:vk. KINGUE JONG (interpretation from French): The representative 

of Syria has himself :r-eplfod to the question. 1-IaJ, I sa:r that. there is a 

direct relationship between: the elections held in the brush area and the 

ele ctions held in the cities. In the forme:r· .areas there is much more fraud, 

becaus e raany persons vote without exactly knowing wha,t . they are voting for. 

I can reply bJ statinG that these protests partic1.-tlarly concern the brush 

areas, where the voting was c1:1rriecl on in. a very disorderly way . 

1-'ir. m .Tft'TI (Syria) (interpretation from French): The petitioner 

mentioned in one of his statements that .the indigenous population was not 

entirely responsible for the incidents of l-1ay 1955. :My delei;ation would like. 

to know who then ,,,ere the other persons responsible for tho s.e . incidents, 

in the judgement of the petitioner, having seen how those incidents occurred'? 

He lmow that others are responsible, but we would lil:e to have further details 

with regard to tho.t matter. 

Mr. KINGUE JONG (interpreto.tir,m from French): He have already 

sta ted in this Council that we do not wish to tal,:e too great a responsibilty 

regar ding our mm psottion . . But .we must state our views. As long as there 

are disorders in the Territory , there are people, of course, who foment troubles, 

and there are those whose fu11ction it is to r epi:es s c1ison1ers. 

Tliere have been those who fomented trouble and others have repressed 

disorders. · I will merely stop at· that and leave it to you to reply to the 

onl:r question to which I would have replied, namely ;that troubles _ are n.ot 

self-generated; they are created by certain persons. They are not self-repressed; 

some people have to repress the disorders. As you know, there were disorders in 
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1955. He ha·,e learned the origin of these troubles and we have been told 

that it was only the UPC that was responsible. That is not my view; it is 

perhaps not the view of all Cameroonians. But I cannot state that here. All I 

can srw is that the r e were disorders in t!1e Cumeromis and that an investigation 

could not be carried out be cause of the French Adminis terinc; Authority, 

for if an investigation had been carriec1 out the true authors and those 

responsible for the disorders would hnve been found out. Now you ask me to 

replace your Council and to tell you who has created. the troubles when you had 

sufficient and necessary means to find out exactly who were responsible for 

these disorders. 

I apologize once again fo:c having to make a. remark in order to indicate 

the bitterness of the Cameroons, because the Council does not yet know who was 

responsible for the disorders 11hich took place in the Car.1eroonD in May 1955. 

Mr. l:.iUJ?l'I (Syria) (interpretation from French): My delegation 

realizes this difficult-yin which the petitioner finds himself. But we would 

lil~e to put a further question. He would lil~e to lmow whether Frenclimen, 

other than the personnel in charge of public order, participated in the repression 

of the .distu1~bances of 11:ay 1955. 

Mr. KIHGUE JOFG (interpretation from French): I have not had any 

real knowledge of this. I know that some Frenchmen ,,ere armed intentionally 

to protect themselves and they were obl:lgcd to use their weapons. I therefore 

leave it to the representative of :.,yrio. to arrive at his own conclusions 

regarding the significance of the fact that the Frenchmen did use their weapons, 

which were placed in their ha,nds by the French Administering Authority. 

Mr. MUFTI (Syria) ( interpretation from French): My dele gation has 

no further questions. We should lH.:e to thank the petitioner for the information 

which he was kind enou5h to supply. 
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Hr. BAR.GT.TES (France) (interpretation from French): M.:,y I correct 

the statement made by the petitioner who is not c9rrectly informecl. The 

lcco.J. authorities never armecl isolated individuals, whatever their ethr.ical 

origin, i.1hether they were Carrieroonians or Frenchmen. There were armed forces 
' . , . 

civil or military, to re-establish order. Hben I say lfarmed forces, civil 

or milita1·y'1
, wh~t I . am spealdng, of by mentioning civil arr.1ecl fo1·ces is 

the police, but certainl1 not individuals who. received wee.pons. 

~!lI~tl'I (S;'./ ria) (interpretation from French): This request 

fo1· clarification ,-,as adrl1·essed. mo:ce to the French delegation. The term 
11 -r.,aci· f'i· C"'t1· on11 h • t • t' , , tl , l t • f F l:'~ c;, as JUS • oeen men 1.onea. oy • 1e ne ec;a 1.~n o· •ranee. My 

delegation would. 111:e to 1:now whe.t the term "pacification" really means in 

view of the fact that this te r m is often used. But it leads to results which 

are not always in favour of the Administering Autho1~i ty. I would also like 

to know whether the carrying of anns in the Territory i~ regulated, whether 

these inclic.;enous ;_nha'bitants bearing arms were arrested, or whether any such 

n::.easure was invoked. 

Ur. BARGUES (France) ( interpretation from French): Pacification 

means re-establishinc peace. That is a reply to the first question. As 

to the second, if individuals are found carr;ying weapons without having 

a11 ad+niniGtrative authorizatiqn, they are prosecuted before the courts. 

!'lr. JA!PAL (India): He have listened very; carefully to the ste.te"1ents 

of the petitioners e.ncl their replies to the questions put by the rep:cesentatives 

of France_, thE: USSR and Syria. I think that we have a fairly accurate 

picture of their grievances and it is therefore not very necessary f or us 

to put any additional questions. Furthermore, I may recall that the petitioner 

has said mo1·e than once that he finds it difficult to answer some of the 

questions put to him because of possible victimization. 
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Having heard the petitioners, it sec:;is to us that the:' have attemptecl 

to m::i.ke three main points. Firstl:r, I think they have said that in their 

opinion elections recently held there ,,ere not fairly helcl. Secondly , they 

consic.l.er the scope of the p1·eaent Statute to be inaclequate. Thi::ccUy, they 

demand independence . for this Trust Terri tor;? and they would like to see a 

target date established for that purpose. I woulcl like to l::now from the 

petitior:.ers whether my understanc1.inc; of their three main requests is correct. 
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K·.:-, HB.l\}WA ( interpretation f':com F:rcnch): We ag:!"ee cr.tirely with 

the representetive of India. That is mainly the clarification that we wished 

to make when the question of weapons waG raisecl. }\.s we have stated before, we 

have not come here to start a proceedj_ng against France. ive represent a 

tradition, and by tradition we mean to build. and we cannot build when we destroy. 

We have come here to give the members of the Council some information. 

• Before proceeding further, mi ght I say to the representative of France that 

he certainly knows that the Comzroons is e;rateful to France. The Cameroons is not 

an ungrateful territo!'y. This was proved during the last World War when we were 

one of the first territories to respond to the appeal of General cle Gaulle. 

It is not because today we ask for a statute which is in accord with the Charter 

of the United Nations and the Trusteeship Agreements that the Cameroons thus 

becomes the enemy of France. Far from it. All we ask is what we have been 

promised by this high international body. I think that the representative of 

France will agree that we are not abusing our rights to speak. 

The' fact that we have protested against some elections does not mean that we 

are attacking the representative of France or France. All we can say is that 

those who are now members of the Territorial Assembly are very far from the people. 

After the vote on the decree for the application of a so-called statute for the 

Ca!:!ercons, the population turned against the sixty members who voted 'in favour 

without asking for the views of the population and confusing the application of 

the deci·ee with the implementation of a statute promised by the United Nations. 

The Government distributed revolvers to the sixty members of the Territorial 

Assembly who voted in favour of the Statute, but not to the eight members who 

, voted against it. These sixty members of the Territorial Assembly are surrounded 

by armed guards because they are afraid. Can they really represent the 

population? They know very well that they are fo.r removed from the population 

which elected them. They have voted in favour of a statute which the population 

does not like and they are compelled to seek protection from the Administration. 

If you do not one day tal~e a decision to re-establish the peace which is 

desired by the people of the Cameroons, you perhaps might hear that the petitioners 

who are before you today have been fired upon by the Territorial Councillors or 

even that they have been killed. 
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(Mr. Mbarga) 

The representative of France haa stated that no one can possess weapons except 

by authorization. But in this case the members of the Territorial Assembly have 

to carry weapons because they are so far removed from the population which elected 

them. 

He have come here to urge the Council to give us a statute which is in • 

accord tri th the United Nations Charter, the Trusteeship Agreements . and the many 

resolutions which have been adopted in this high international body, 

Mr . ){TI;rJTJE ,TOI.J ( interpretation from French): Replying specifically to the 

intervention of the ro~.,1 esentati ve of India, I should like to ask the President I s 

permission to mal:e a statement on behalf of my delegation. At the last meetinG 

we promised the Council to submit the counter-draft of the Statute submitted by 

the group d 11\.ct::.on Nni.i.,:,na:i.e du Car:' 1,roun to the Territorial Assembly of the 

Cameroons and rejected by tbc Legal Cornr:ittee of the Assembly. Here is a complete 

text of the ·counter-draft whj_ch I did not have w:j:t;h me at the meeting on Friday. 

TERRITORIAL ASSEMBLY OF 'rIIE CliMEROOHS 

First extraordinery session of January 1957 

Draft statute for the recognition of the sovereign State of the Territory of 

the Cameroons unde!' the AdL1inistration of the French Republic, presented by the 

group d I J,.ction Na+.i.onc1,J.e du C'ameroun composed of: 

BETO'Ei: AKJTA, Erneet ) 
SOPPO P:RISO, Paul ) 

J1SSALE, Charleg 
OBJ\Jvl ELLA, Fr~n<sois 

EKW.lillI EH/J'JE, Jee.n 
BEHLE Lm1u3E, Geaton 

NTOHGA , Aloys 

DISSfu<E, Hans 

) 
) 

) 
) 

Wouri 

Ntem 

Moungo 

Kribi 

Nlrnm 
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SECTION I - GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Artic1e 1 

(Mr. Kingue Jong) 

It is understood from the time of the im1)lernentation of the present text, 

the state of sovereignty is recognized for the Territory of the Cameroons which 

is now under United Nat.ions trusteeship under French administration. 

Article 2 

.The enjoyment of this sovereignty has no restrictions other than those 

resulting .~n the one hand from the delegation of the administration or 

representation freely consented by the Cameroonian State to the French Republic; 

on the qther hand from the specific conventions negotiated by the Camerooniari 

Government . 

Article 3 

The Cameroonian State subscribes to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 

which will be enjoyed by all persons l~ving in the Territory, nationals or 

foreigners. 

SECTION II - POLITICAL SYSTEM 

/D:ticle 4 

The institutions of the Cameroonian State will be defined by cl coristitutional 

law which will take into account the provisions of the present Statute. 

SECTION III - FRANCO -CAf.-illROOHIAN RELATIONS 

Article 5 

Bearing in mind the relations which exist between the Cameroons and France 

and with a view to ensuring and strengthening in the best possible conditions its 

sovereign~y, the Cameroonian State establishes links of friendship, co-operation 

an:d assistance with the French Republic, which will be the subject of specific 

conventions to be concluded for a specified period of time. 
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(Mr. Kingue Jong) 

These con'>'."entiorn~, which are .subject to revision; guarantee mutual , 

respect of the personality and the sovereignty of the two States and the 

safeguarding of their common interests. In general, they will be based on the . 

friendship and mutual assi.stance . freely consented to by both parties. 

Article 6 

In the spirit of the :preceding, the Cameroonian State entrusts the 

F'rench State with, particularly: 

a) Externul defence of the Territory, And France will contribute to 

the progressive formation of a Camerooniah Army; 

b) All its .diplomatic representation and especially the diplomatic 

representation before certain States defined in the convention. The Carneroons 

will be represented itself before these States. 

The Cameroonian States, whenever it needs outside aid, will give preference 

to French technicians and experts for the estab.lishment of private and public 

enterprises. 

Article 7 

Awaitinc; the establislune,1t of new judicial bodies, the Cameroonian State 

retains the status quo regarding . jqdicial legislation. 

Article , 8 

The Cameroonian Government will itself be represented before the United 

Hations and before other international orr;anizations. 

Article 9 

The Cameroons continues to belong to the free trade area, the free port 

area., in a convention to be drawn up later. 

Article 10 

The Cameroonian State adopts the French language as the cultural and 

official language. English is not considered a foreign language. 
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(Mr. KiDGUe Jong) 

Article 11 

The :present Statute will be submitted to the United Nations for approval on 

the initiative of the French Government. The Cameroonian delegation will 

participate in the debates. 

When the Statute is adopted by the United Nations, then a referendum will 

be organized under the auspices of the United Nat:i,ons, bearing on the present 

Statute, acceptance of which by the Co.morooninn peoples will put an end to 
. . . 

'l'rusteeship and proclaim the :i.ndepcndence of the Cameroons. 

Article 12 

.The presE:nt Statute does not conptitu"j:;e-an obstacle·to the will .for· .. '•· ' '-·· ,·, 

unification c,f the two Cameroo1~s. 

This is the draft -subrni tted. by the·' s·o--called Natfonal Action Grotip of the 

Cameroons ,. a draf·t:'that was rejected. by the Territorial Assembly on the 

instigation of the Administering Authority. 

The procedure followed for this counter~d_raf:t was the following: 
11To have a choice 

, I 

110r 

The present Assembly, after p·roclaniation of the sovereign State 

of the Carneroons, will be c.iszolved in order to hold elections 

for a Conotituerrb Assembly·, l,i th a provisional government; 

After the Constitution, the Assembly becomes·a regular 

parliamentary Assembly. 

' After proclamation of the_-present Cameroonian State into a 

sovereign State, the Te_rr.i t_9rial Assembly will be dissolved . 

in cirder to hold elections for a regular :parliamentary Assembly. 

nor 
stC) - The institutional reforms advoc,ated by the French Government 

will be accepted as transitional measures until completion of 

the procedure for the recognition of the Cameroonian State, 

as contemplated.in Article 11 of the counter-draft. 11 
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(Mr. Kingue Jong) 

1'.his counter-draft corresponds fully, as we have stated, to the unanimous 

wish of the Cameroonian population. And now I am replying to the question put 
/ 

a few minutes a.go by the representative of India. Ue are therefore expressing 

our wish -- that is the mission of our delegation here -- that: 

I. Proclamation of the principle of' the independence of the Caraeroons, 

establishing a reasonable time limit for complete enjoyment of this independence; 

II. Institution of a Cameroonian Legislative Assembly of the entire 

Territory, to. be entrusted with the entire executive branch of the Cameroonia.n 

Government. The High Commissioner becoru~s a Charge d'Affa.ires of the Government 

of the French Republic, and the French Government will be entrusted with: 

a) External defence of the Territory, 

b) Diplo~atic representation, especially in certain States to be defined 

in specific conventions, as was .specif'ied in the Statute, and Co.mcroo:lian 

repre9entation before th.e . United. Nations, 

c) Money, 

d) French laws. 

III. A referendum on the desiderata above-mentioned.. 

The Came roans una.er French administration has a political, economic and. 

social evolution that has been far more advanced than that of Italian . 

Somaliland, which is to become inclepend.ent in 1960. Its economic poten·cj.o.l 

,is ten times higher, its social achievements nine times gre?ter than what is 

to be found in the British Ce.meroons, which will become independent in 1959. 
In accord with the wishes of the Cameroonians, we take the liberty of 

recallinc to the Council what was stated here as welJ. as in the General 

Assembly during previous sessions. To every nian, due honour. Therefore, on 

the basis of the assuranc~s given by the Administering Authority and in 

Sub-Committee l oi' the Fourth Committee of the General Assembly, which took 

note of the assurances eiven -- these assurances were: 

J 
/ 
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11In connexion 'with the ' provisions' of the Trusteeship Agreements 

c!ri,,c-s"J~:::.ing tlfe right .of the Administering Authorities to coestitute 

the : '::'1·ur:/;;, Territories e.dministered by., them into customs, fiscal or 

ac1Dinistrative unions or federations w'i th adjacent territories under 

their sove-reignty or ·control .•• the c1.elegations of 1\ustralia, Belgium,. 

France .and the United .Kingdom, being the . delegations of States submittinc; . 

the Trusteeship Agreements for . the approval of ·the General Assembly, 

wish to give assurance that they do not consider ·. the terms of the Articles 

• • above quoted as giy_inr:;-power_s to the Ad.ministering. Authority to establish 

any forra of political association between the Trust -Territories respectively 

administered by them and adjacent territories 1·.'hich would . involve 

annexation b'f the Tr:ust 'Terri torieo :in e,ny sense : ·or would have the 

effect of extinguichir,e; 'their statue a.s.Ti'ust '.l.'erritories." (Q.eneral 

Assembly, Official Records: Seventh Sei;sionz Supplement No. 12 (A/2151), 

pages 5 aijd 6) 

And it is the representative of GuateniaJ.a, :Mr • .Arenales CataJ.an, who, on 

21 February 1956, mentioned-the-situation in French ·T6gola.nd and recalled the 

assurances. giyen by one of the representt').tiv;E::s of_ France. 
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(Mr • Kl.ngue Jung) 

We agree with the following statement made by the representative of India, 

Mr. Jaipal, on 16 Mairch 1956: 
11 .As members of the Councilknow, my delegation bas olways been in 

favour of the timetable principle in the development of the Trust 

Territories. I -~hink we have expressed ourselves,,,fully on the need for 

development on a planned basis according to a timetable .•• u. (T/PV .6F37, 

page 13-15) 

He also subscribe to the :following words of the United States representative, 

Mr. Gerig, spoken on that same date~ 

"Seve:cal speakers have •.. touched on the question of timetables as 

they affect the problem of the attainment by the Trust Terri to:des of the 

objectives of self-government or independence, and on this question we 

would lH;:e to rnnr:e the Uni tecl States position clear. We favour, whenever 

we tl:ink it helpful, the establishment of target dates for the achievement 

of inter~ediate cuels ·•~ 
11 

••• to fix ir2tenrecliate goals even in approximate terms in point of 

time would often give 'l'x-ust or Non-Self--Governing Territories ... a stronger 

sense of :purpose 8i1d C.i.:.'cction in achieving their goals. A series of 

targets ... will; we -believe, tend to induce an atmosphere of understanding 

and confidence in which the Territories involved will be able to move more 

rapidly and har:n~mious:i..:r aLe8d. 11 (Ibid., page 17) 

He should like to borrow the follcwing two sentences from a statement made 

on 26 March 1956 by Mr. Krishna Menon, the re:presentative of India: 
11 'rhe tragic situation is that in regnrd to reforms in dependent 

ter:ritories it has frequently been a case of too little and too late •.. 

Therei'0...:·e J "iJ"e want to point out at this stage tl'mt wl1L1e these pending 

refon,1s :.:::-:-.:: he,ve been o.dequate in the ci-:.· ,.:;v::n.st ~.i-.:~. 2.s o·~· 1955, or r.1ay have 

been all i.:~·.,t Fi.·e:1ch public opinion woul:l a c;re8 to at tilat t:me, in the 

present c'.n:t0xt they arc inadequate II . . . . 
He pass owT tl:e statements made at the Com:.cL' .. ' s 611st and 687th meetings 

by the Soviet Union representative, and we give the crowing place in our 

expressions of' approval to the following warning of Hr. Asha, who is now the 

very distinguished and eminent President of the Trusteeship Council: 
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(M:t, Kingue Jong ) 

"He cmmot nllmr ourselves to think thi1t the peoples of tbe Trust 

Territories, what·ever may be ' the s6cial structure of those Territories, 

will be content to achieve poli t _ical autonomy under the same slow process 

which our civilizatiori has been tamiliar ~ith for centuries. We cannot 

allow ourseives to think tl;at l\f'ri~ans ~ whether they oe frvm the West, or 

fr om t he East, ~rili -- any more ·than the inhabit-ants of the Pacific · Islands 

wait until they are . able to r ea d. before being c;iven the right to vote. 

These peoples will not wait to achieve independence until their elected 

leaaers can asswne political re sponsibilities; they will not wish to wait 

until the Territory's economy is fully developed before managing· their own 

a·ffairs ·. • .• 

11 Sonietimes; modest reforms adopted in time avoid disturoonces, 

d:Lsc.ont c::-it and the loss of hwnan lives. We should all learn, ancl never 

• ;forget,. t··::: A:1eri~an or F:!lgli sh .proverb that I a stitch in time • saves nine 1 • 
11 

The Car:,c••) ,--::,P would have 1.J.2 c. w ie autonomous in 1952 -·- the year when the General 

AssembJ.,y of tl::::: ~:r.i.ted Nations. ::i.·::.o-.:i t -ed resolution 558 (VI) a nd when the po:riulations 

ma de theii f :i.~ct ~~nand -- if a e~~ond resolution of the General Ai~embly, 

resolutior~ 752 (' j r::~1) of 9 De:: :::·,J: (;:: 1953, h9.d bee:.1 taken into account. In the 

latter resolution, the Assembly , 
11 Co:t:".' r>::5:J to the Adr1:!J .:i s~t?ring Aurhorities of the other Trust 

Terr i t o1 i ":: ::l •c:,e example p :::·•:<.c'.(,d by the Admi!'.listering Authority of Western .. , 
Samoc: . :i.a i nv i -:: ing the inh.,"L i !;~r,:t;s thems'elves in 1 951!, to formulate proposals 

for th~ establishme:.it of a self'--governing St ate 11
• 

This is 1957. We leave it to the Council to form a judgement on the woy in 

which Fro.ne e has shirked its resp onsibilities, on the way in which Fronce has 

on two occasi -:)ns and in a trag:'.. c fa shion exhausted the patience of the Ct1meroonia ns. 



Mr. JAIPAL (India): I have nothing more to say except to make a 

few general observations on the hearing granted to the petitioners. He are very 

sorry to hear the allegations of malpractices iri the elections in this Trust 

Territory, and we hope that it will be possible for those concerned to prefer 

appeals to the local courts wherever necessary. 

As regar ds the inadeq'.lacy of the present statute, we should like to tell the 

petitioners that when the new statute is made available to this Council} we 

shall, naturally, examine it very closely with reference to the Trusteeship 

Agreement and the United Nations Charter; an,d, while doing so, we shall, of course, 

keep in mind the observations made by the petitioners. 

The petitioners have laid a great deal of emphasis on independence for this 

Trust Territory. We all know that independence is a cherished Trusteeship 

objective, and I am sure that it is not France's intention to deny it t o this 

Tru:;t •rerritory. Apart from that, all subject peoples have a right to 

independent national existence, which they will attain eventually in their own 

way 1·egardless of whatever obstacles may be placed in their path. 

We hope that the movement for independence in this Trust Territory, will be 

peaceful. That will depend, to a large extent, not only on the •.uii ted and 

dis ciplined behaviour of the people themselves, but also on the policies of 

France. In our opinion, t he larger measure of responsibiltty inevitably rests on 

the Administering Authority. 

He should like to thank the petitioners for the many interesting observations 

and statements which they have made before us. 

The PRESIDEN1': There are still a number of representatives who wish 

to put questions to the petitioners. I should like to remind the Council that 

we have also an it'em before us toda,y relating to arrangements for a. periodic 

visit ing mission to East Africa. In order to enable some delegations t o make 

their final decisions, I propose, with their consent, to grant. the Council 

twent y-five minutes of recess. 
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The meeting was suspep:oecf at 4 p.10. and resurueri ·at 4:~3o~p.m • 
• . . ' 

ARRANGEMErrrs FOR A PERIODIC VISITING M.WSION TO 'l'RUGT 'l'ER.liI'l'ORlE.S . IN Ef!S'l' Aii'.IUC'A 

IN 1957 [Agenda· item 5] 

.'.Phe PRE,SIDEN'E: . Subject to the approval of , the Council_ I would like to 

take the f~w rerr.a ining items on our agenda before cumpleting the .hearing of the 

petitioners from the Ca1neroons under F,,~ench administration and I. hope members of 

the Counqil. will support .me in this :procedure., as I am very anxiou_s that these_ 

items should be taken up be:for~ we adjourn tod~Y• 

The first item will be th~, arrang~ments l''?F a .:periodic visiting Mi s sion to 

Trust Territories in :East Africa_. In accordance with estac~ishcd practice, each .... .- : . .. . • . . - ~--
periodic Visi.tine; Mission _is composed of fo 1.1r persons nominated 1;espectively by 

; . . • • • . .. -~ •. . ' . 

Member _ State,s. I ,rould like to invite the Council to select these four Member 

Ststes. 1 

Regarding the rr.e,thod _of sel~~tio~, I would like to re_fel,' to rule 41 of the 

rules of prpcec1ure which reads as follows.: 

. 
11 The election _~f the President and . the Viee-?resident of the 

Tr_u~tee:ship Council, shall be ~aken by secret and sepnrate t:allot. 

The Council. m~y deci\1~ _that the election to ,any other office or 

function establishe d by t he Council shall also be taken by secret 

~allot. 11 
.• 

I suggest, ui th your consent, that this rule be applied to the s,elec_tion 

of the members of the Visiting Mission. If I hear no objection, the Council 

will proc_eed to take a. secret ballot in accordance with rule 43 of our rules of 

procedure · • . 

Mr . i:OB/',NOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Re:putlics) ( interpretation- from - . 
Russian): . T should lik~ to know_ why y ou are in such a hurr? , -Mroc :P1·e.s_ident, .to 

deal with this matter. Is the Mission going to lc_ave tomorrow morn~n_g for the 

Territory~ Perhaps we might continue the discussion of the matters left pending . 

Hhy should ,-,e immediately start a votn on the selection of the members of the 

Visiting Mi s sion? If I understand the situation correctly, the Visiting Mi s sion 

will not leave until after the encl of this session. This is simply a request for 

information. 
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The PRESIDENT: My only reply to the representative of the Soviet Union 

is that this item has been before us for a long time. If he has any objection 

and if the Council wishes to postpone it, I have no particular reason for 

pressing the Council to make a quick decision. I thought that the Council 

had agreed that we should consider this matter todayo 
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Mr. MUFTI (Syria)(interpretation from French)': In view of the 

fact that this i tern ap.pears on our agenda, it would seem to my delegation that 

all members of the Council should be in a position to express an opinion on 

it, at least they should have that 1'~ght. If any delegation wishes to voice 

an opinion they should be allowed to do S;J and we are ready to listen. 

'rhe PRESIDENT: I shall certainly be very happy to recognize any 

member who wishes to explain his attitude or the attitude of his delegation. 

I have never refused to allow any member to speak and I shall never do so. 

Hould any member like to express his views on this matter? 

hr. LOBANOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)(interpretation 

from Russian): Mr. President, I clid not ask to speak in order to oppose your 

proposal. I merely wished to know the reason why we were not taking up item 2, 

for example, which we had not ccmpleted. I refer to the e>:amination of the 

annual report on the administration of the Trust Territory of the French 

Cameroons. If we had completed item 2, I would have thought it quite 

reasonable to go on to item 5, "Arrangements :for a periodic visiting mission 

to Trust Territories in East Africa in 195711
• But item 2 ho.s been on our 

agenda just as long as item 3. Why should we go on to item 3 and leave item 2 

unc:impleted? If the Council decides to take up item 3 now, I have nq 

objection. . I merely wish to know irhat the reason: is. 

The PRESIDENT: I thinl;: I owe an explanation to the representative of 

the Soviet Union. li'irst, as you all lmow, the Council is not meeting until 

Friday. Secondly, the Visitir..g Hission is expected to leave on the 10th, 12th 

01' 15th of July. i'hirdly, Governments will have to nominate their 

representatives to the Mission. This is a p:cocedure we must follow. Here 

we elect member States and not individuals. The individuals also have to be 

voted upon by the Council and the Council will take action on that. 

He interrupted the item before us s i mply t'J expedite matters in view of 

the fact that the Council is not meeting until Friday. He will continue to 
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hear the petitioners as soon as we finish the items now before us. If the 

representative of the Soviet Union wishes to malce a formal proposal to postpone 

the consideration of' this item, I shall certainly put his proposal to the vote. 

Mr. JAIPAL (India): I know that this item has been before us for a 

considerable time and tho.t efforts have been made to try to find an agreed panel 

of members for the Visiting Mission. Apparently there is still some difficulty. 

·I can appreciate the reasons put forward by the representative of the USSR. 

If there is no insuperable objection, I suggest that it might be advisable 

in all the circumstances to defer a decision until our next meeting. 

I do not think that the objections m·e insuperable. 

Franldy 

The PREf::.IDEl\1T: I certainly do not desire to press this matter for 

consideration toda.y. If one or two or more members wish to have it deferred, 

if the Conncil so desires, I shall certainly defer it until F:.ciday. Very well, 

it is deferred until F'riday. 

It W::'.S so d2cided. 
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ORGANIZATION OF: THE HORK OF TUE: TWirn1:PIE'l'H • G'EGSION OF THE COUNCIL 

The FRESIDE!•iT: I should like to ask the Council to t;:ike certain 

urgent decisions concerning the organization of ifs next session. Normally 

th:i a question would be discussed by the Council only at the very end of the 

present scssio_n, but the Council is now so far behind Hs schedule that the 

discussion cannot be further delayed., and I understand now that, according to 

our present progress, the Council might not be able to adjourn before 12 or 1.3 May. 

Fi;rst, the Council has to take a decision on the opening date of its next 

session, In accorc1ance with rule J. of its ruies of procedure, each summer 

session of the Council should be convened during the month of June, but, as you 

know, this yi=ar the Council will have some difficulty in abiding by the provisions 

of that rule. I•'irstly, as a result of its decision to postpone consideration 

of two very important items, namely, the annual report on 'l'anganyi ka and the 

report of the Internationµl Bank's m:i.ssion to Somalilano, the next session will 

be much longer than usual. Secondly, during the latter part of -July a number 

of delecations will be engaged in the work of other organs of the United Nations, 

particularly the Committee on Non-Self-Governing Territories. 

In vieYr of the foregoing considerations, I sugBest that the Council suspend 

the application of rule 1 of its rules of procea.ure and decide to convene its 

next session on 20 May. 

surprise, 

Mr. HAMILTON (Australia): This item takes my delegation entirely by 

Although I understand thnt the matter is urgent, I see that it vas 

of insufficient urgency to-appear on our agenda. Is it imperative, therefore, 

that we take a decision on a matter that does not appear on our agenda for toc1ay7 

The PRESIDEl:T: . Unless the l"epresentati ve of Australia has strons 

objections, I certainly will later on, of course, if you wi;l.l allow me to 

continue, say why it is imperative to take a decision todny. I have strong 

reasons for that. Now, if I may continue my statement, then I will --
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Br. JAIPJ\L (India): Mr. President, I do not wish to interrupt you, 

of course., but I find myself happily in agreement }Tith the representative of 

Auntralia. The statement which you have made, Mr. President, raises a number 

of points on wh:Lcp my delegation is not in a position at the moment to express 

it □ views finally. lie should like some opportunity to refer to oµr Government 

the points you have put forward and find out what their views are. After a;u, 
they concern a rather important matter, the opening date of the next session. 

lie have to get some of our. representatives. out from India, so that there are 

complications which I am sure you will see. I should be grateful if you would 

give us oome time to consider the P1"0posal that you have just put forward and 

not press us to· make a decision nmr. 

The PRESIDE1'TI': I shall certainly bow to the will of the Council. 

I shall not press this, but I hope that by Friday delegations will be in a 

position to take action to enaple the Council to decide finally on the two 

matters which we have deferred. 

llr. MUFTI .(Syria) (interpretation from French): I have three 

subsidiary questions. Perhaps these questions may not bear directly on'the 

agenda of the coming session of the Council, but nevertheless these questions 

have a certain amount of importance for my delegation. 

ile would ask for sorae information from the Secretariat which might. be of 

assistance to my deleg;:i.tion in taking a decision with regard: to the next 

session of the Council. The three questions are as follows. 
/ 

Firstly, my delegation would lil;:e to know a:t what date the Commission of 

the General Assembly is to go to French.Togoland. Secondly, , we wish to know 

the date on which the report of that Commission will be ready. Finally, we , 

should like to know on what date the special session of the Council will meet. 

Mr. HIBSCHHOF'F (The Secretary): All we know for certain is that the 

Togoland nLssion is going to leave fr,r Europe apout 20 May and will be arriving 

in the Trust Territory of Togoland about 1 June. It is expected that the 

report of this Commissipn might be ready for distribution to members ·of the 

Council about 20 August. Thp:t, of' course, depends on the worl~ of the Commission, 
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(Mr. Hieschhoff, The Secretary) 

buii that is "the expected date. It is, :furt.hermore, -thouGht at this time that 

the Council might find it convenient to hold. the special session on this 

particular problem shortly before the opening of the tuelfth session of the 

General Assembly, namely,.· about 12 September. · 

Mr. l-JTJ.FTI (Syria)(interprete.tion from French): My delegaticm would 

like to t'):1ank 11:r. '\Iieschhofi' for the information that he has been kinc1 enough 

to supply~ It seems, consequently, that no definitive date pas yet been 

este.blisbed with re·e;ard to the special session of. the Council. . 

I:lr. iiIBSCHHOFF ( The Secretary) : Qf course, .no specific date can 

be set until the Counci1 1 s report is ready, end it has been customary in the 

Council, with reearc1 to questions ·of ;this sort,: to decide at the end of the 

summer session, in this case the twe_ntieth session., to in~truct the President 

to cp.11 the meeting at a date when a meeting of the Council might be usefully 

held. 

Tbe PRESIDENT: • Now that we have disposed temporarily of these 

items, I urge members of the Council to be sur~ that by Friday they will be in 

a position to take a final decision, because we are certainly behind schedule. 

I should like also to draw .your attention to the fact that, f\S you all ,very well 

know., ,i'e must have a provisional agenda for the next ses.sion. .The Secretary­

General also must notify Member States, and we may also have to waive some of 

the rules of procedure. Therefore, I copsider it most important tha.t by Friday 

the two items •be taken -up and disposed of. 

·Mr. JA I PAL (India) : · Mr. President, you were interru};lted while you 

were maJ:dng your statement., and I think you were about to give . us certain 

reasons. 1fould it be possible for you to complete your statement? 

The PRESIDEIJT: I have already done s.o. 

I, 

\ 
\ 
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Hr. BARG~§. (Frauce)(interpretation from French): I had asked for 

the floor precisely in order to make the suggestion that has now been made by 

the representative of India. I believe that it will be t1esirable for 

deleg2.tions that have asked for postponement of the discussion till Friday to 

have time to condder the matter and I hope thp.t the debate will not be deferred 

again by any further suggestions for deferment. 
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EXAHINATION OF THE ANNUAL REPORT on TIIB ADMUTISTR/\'-rIOH OF Th'E TRUST TERRITORY 

OF TEE CAHE.ROCJNS UNDER FRENCH ADMH!IS'l'R/\'l'IOH FOR 1955 /J:s enda item 3i/ 
AND HE.l\.RIHGS OF PETITIONEHS FR011 'rIIE TRUOT TERRITORY OF 'rIIE CAMEROONS UNDER 

FREHCH ADI:ID!ISTPJ\TIOIT LITenenJ..l Assembly resolution 1067 (XI'f] [Ar:;enda item 1~: 

-HE/I.HING OF THE lll.:PTIESENI'ATIVES OF THE II UNION DEG ASSOCIATIONS TRADITIOi'JHELLES" 

(A/RES/500; T/12811-, 1304, 1307; T/PET.5/L.1+33; T/L.T)6) (continued) 

At the :i.nvi tation of the Presldent. Messrs An.iembe Men;:e, Kinr,uc Jong, 

Philippe Hba.rga ancl Gustave Er,omba took places at the Council table. 

U PAW HTIN (Bur.ma): It is not thE} intention of my-delec;ation 

to retard the progress of this Cow1cil any more. In that respect, I do 

not think that I have any more questions to put to the petitioners. 

The PRESIDENT: As no other member desires to put any further 

questions to the petitioners, our agenda for t oday is completed. In that 

case, I wish to thank the petitioners l'or their stD,tements and for their 

replies. 

The petitioners wi thtlrew. 

The PRESIDENT: Some members expressed the view at previous 

meetings that the:,· rnic;ht w:Lsh to ma1~e observations on the hearinG of 

the petitioners. May I asl: ·whether any member is prepared. to clo so today 

01· at a later meeting? 

As no one wishes to mal;:e any observations on the hearing of the petitioners 

from the Cameroons, the Council has therefoY."e finished its agenda for today. 

The ne;~t meeting will ·oe held on Friday at 2 p.m. und the agenda will be _ 

as follows: Reports of the Standing Committee on Peti tio~:s; the Soviet Union 

draft resolution on pct:i.tions concerning French Cruncroons (T/L. 7l+8); appointment 

of mer:lbers of Standing Committee on Petitions; British Cameroons: -:.:·ci)ort of 

D raftinc; C or,uui ttee; Ruanda-Urundi: report of nrn.ftinG Comrni ttee; French 

Togoland: Indian-UniterJ. Dtates draft resolution; ·a.·ganization of the 

work of the twentieth session; and the question of the election of the 

Visi tins Mission to the Trust Territ01rles. 

The meeting rose at 4.55 p.m. 




