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RIS TEIRITORY
OF THE CAMEROONS UNDER FRENCH ADMINISTRATION FOR 1955 /_Agenda isen 5c7. AND

HUARINGS OF PETITIONERS FROII THE TRUST TERRITORY OF THE CAMERQONS UNDER FRENCH
ADIITNISTRATION /General Assembly resoluticn 1067 (x1)/ [Agenda item 1L7:
HEARING OF THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THR "UNION DES ASSCCIATIONS TRADITIONNELLES"
(A/RES/500; T/1284, 1304, 1307; T/=50. ,A. L5%: 90/1..736)

The PRESIDINT: The Councii will procecd today with the hearing of

petitioners from the Trust Territory of the Cameroons under French administration.
I should like to remind the Council that_at our T56th meeting the Courcil granted

a hearing to the “Union des As sociations Traditicrnslles", en organizetion of

the Trust Territory of the Cameroons under French aduinistration. The four
representatives designated by that ﬁrganizabion have srrived in Hew York. They
are Mr, Zhilipre Mbarga, M». Kinguf Jong, ir. r"“m) Hlenye and,

Mr. Guzuave Lgonbsz.

At _the invitation of the President, Messrs Anjewdbd Menye, Kingué Jong,

Philippe Mbarge and Gustave lNgcwba took places at the Council table.

The PRESIDENT: I now call on Mr. Kingué Jong, who will make a
statement on behalf of all the petitioners.

Mr. KINGCUE JONG (Union des Asscciations Traditionnelles du Cameroun)
(interpretation from French): The delegation of the Union des Assemblées et

Aszociaticns Traditicrnelles du Camercun expresces its gratitude to the Council

for the opportunity te make ar oral stabement,

e shouvld lilrs %o give the Courcil a brief veview of +the history of the
relations between France and the Cameroons beccause in cur view certain facts must
e borne in mind in order to see the problem in its proper perspective. TFor
almost two years now the people of the Cameroons have been undergoing one of
the most trying periods of their history. The Cameroons was a vietim of

colonialism, which swept across the world during the past century. It has
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always, at the coet of heavy sacrifices, ‘carriéd on an untiring strug gle for the
recognltlon of its soverelgnty. Af%er the important ‘events whieh marked the =~
hlatory of mankind durlng the first half of this ‘twentieth century, this’ strugglef
ccuid have been ‘carried on peacefully through democratic ‘institutiocns based oh
respact for the will of the people. But because of a é¢olonial regime Which is
anxious to maintain the privileges from which it sprung, because of a policy ~*
which always turns its back on the most striking realities, the Cameroonian
people has again been forced to demand ite legitimate aspirations and to ask
France to recognize that the problem of the Cameroons is not one to which a
ready-made solution can be applied. However, if the nationalist Cameroonian
recistance has given rise in French public opinion to a soul-sgearching on the
real Cameroonian problem, it has not, in the minds of the leaders of France,
given rise as yet to the slightest suggestion of a valid solution.

Th2 Union des Asseublées et Assoclations Traditionnelles du Cameroun

(UNATRACAM), to which belong all the people of the central, southern and
wvestern regions of the country and which therefore represents the most advanced
sectors of the population, feels that it must pronounce itself now that the
future of the Cameroonian people is at stake. We are here as representatives
of the tradiﬁion of the Cameroons. Providence has willed that we should rally
round this tradition to form a union which represents true Cameroonian
nationalism. Our organization groups all the nationals of the Cameroons, without
distinction as to tribe, religion or opinion. The four representatives who have
the honour of appearing before the Council represent the Executive Committee of
UNATRACAM. They come from the Assemblies and Associations of Kolo-Beti, Koupé,
Ngondo, Efoulameyon, Kwasio, Kumzé, Jeunesse Beti, Association of the Tribes of
Nanga-Eboko and so foxth. |
Ever since its creation, by an inaugﬁra.l motion of its Constituent Congress
last March, it has, at the same time as it defined the specific values upon
vhich the nation is founded, stressed the urgent need of finding a Jjust solution
to thé Cameroonian problem, one which would be in conformity with the right of
peoples, It has done thils because it reaslized that the colonial regime is
finished and cannot be perpetuated without scandalizing the entire free world.
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The Cameroonian nationalists were the first to express their indignation at,
and disapprDVal'of,all écts of violéhcé an& all crihes'cbmﬁitted, whoever their
perpetrators‘might be. But the prééent Cameroonian-tragédy is the inevitable
and loéical conséquence of the gr;b:s, not to say'pﬁlifical miétakes, accumulated
by the deernmants and the parliamehtarians which haée'sﬁccéeded'each other in -
France for the past forty years. - o
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Flagrant 1ngust1ceu, unbeersble 1necuelities a rlgld end cbsolete form of
administration -- all these have 1nev1teb1y convinced the Cemeroonlens thet they
must press their demands, The Indo- Chinese tragedy, the tragedies of Morocco i"
end Tunisia -- and, today, the situ&tlon in Alberle... o

The PRESIDENT: I would remind the petltioner thet he should confine l
himself to speaking on the subject under dlscussion the Cameroons under French .

B

administration.

Mr. KINGUE JONG! M. President, T thenk you.l__*' But the pro'blems of
the rerrrtories under French sdminlstratlon cannot be regarded as separate ‘J__'A

problems -=- ‘they follow the same pattern. Vith your permiseion therefore I -
shall continue, though I shall sey no more about Indo China, Morocco or Algeria .
and 1ﬁcidentally I might stete thet this wes the only paragraph containing such
allusions. B v i . S e et
There is nothrng worse surely, then promises that are not honoured and ‘M' )

ere not fulfilled, The internationsl prlnciples solemnly proclslmed and then
distorted in the implementetion,_ the reforms, whlch are subordinated to the . ..
re- establishment of order and ere forgotten once public order hee been.restored;.. .
the politicel motives underlying the policy. of the liberation of the peoples. --1y£'
which 15 one of the aims of the Uhited Nstions. It must be remembered that.v_lq,_
‘the people of the Cameroons have been struggling since 1902 to regein the - :
sovereignty of their country which had been recognized in the German- Cemerocnian ©
Treaty of 12 July 188h In 1952 the Cameroonians claimed the right of self-
government, ond it was denied them. The demands of the Cameroonians vere then 5
supported by the Union des populetions au Cemeroun and of the "Ngondo". ty

. The results Of the promieed amnesty for the May 1955 events -- which was o -
create the coLﬂitions necessary for any ncw.elections to the Terriforial .
Acscmols -- are knowm. .Yet_it‘res, accora;ng to the declaration made.by,

Mr. Geston Deferre Minister for Overseas France .on Fridey, 17 August 3956
"to enable the majority of ‘the Cameroonians hitherto associated with the UPC.:

to become reintegrated as individuals ;n the, Cameroonlen community by . )
partlcipating in the forthcoming consultation y, the consultetion which ectually
took place on 23 December ;esﬁ.
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Tven if we merely consider the conditions under which the elections were
held can we be surprised if, today, the reforms instituted by France seem to
the nationalists to be cruelly inadequate? Acts of repression -- which ”
continue in certain areas of the Caﬁéroons -- certainly do nothing to calm the
spirits of the people, nor do they demonstrate to the Cameroonians that the
reforms so loudly proclaimed have actually been implemented

At this time the Cameroons livesunder a cloud of anxiety, suspicion and
hatred, With the forthcoming installation of the Cameroonian Government, we
are on the eve of a time filled with even more dramatic events, Ve know -~ and
we cen assert, without fear of contradiction -- thet certain future members of
the Government classify our demands as mere demagoguery and thlnk in their
delirium, that all those who claim to be nationallsts are in error and can be
exterminated, ' o

“ It is our mission here to protest, first of all, sgainst the present
conditiong of repression and its continuance, and then to sound the alarm
against the cataclysm which threatens our unfortunate country; and finally
to enlighten the United Nations regerding the state of mind of our fellow
citizens. To conceal the truth, however hard and bitter, would be unworthy of '
our Union, We feel that silence would be & crime against the court of -
international opinion, which is now. more than ever, entitled to be correctly
informed. In the misfortunes we have endured, and which have filled us and
men of good will everywhere with anxiety, we have at least the consolation of
knowing that public opinion in metropolitan France has not remained indifferent
to our sufferings and our fears -- our fears of the cholce which France is sbout
to make, and which is but & subterfuge to conceal the manner in which French
domination is to be perpetuated in the Cameroons. '

This observation leads us to a consideration of the meaning of Article 76
of the Cherter of the United Nations. At the seventeenth session of the Council,
contradictory interpretations of that erticle were given., We believé'that, to
truly define the meaning and the scope of the Statute adoPﬁed on 22 February of
this year by & majority of the Territorial Assembly of the Camerooné, we must
refer to the most importent and most valid interpretation -- that of the
Generel Assembly expressed in its resolution 567 (VI) of 18 January 1952.

But there is a question which we must first ask ourselves: What ere the
fundesmental aims of the Trusteeship System? The reply is brief:
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"ese to promote the politicel, economic, social, and educational
advancement of the inhabitants of the trust territories and their
progressive development towards self-government or independence.,.".
In the light of this brief definitidn it is clear that the Charter has

provided for but two ultimete aims -- self-government, which means autonomy,

or independence. I emphasize the word "or". Any third solution could not,

therefore, be regarded as anything but a violation of the Charter,
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e must, therefore, nov consider the explanation Given by the ‘General Assembl;

of the two, and the only tuo, solutions contemplaued by it. In the annex to

General Assenisly resolution 567 (VI) we read, under the heading "Internal self-

governuent™: e : GOF R i i i

"], Territorial rovernment: -Tréedom'from coﬁtroiuér‘interference.bY fheu"'

government of another State in respect of the internal government (leglslaturg
executive, judiciary) and administrdtion of the ‘territory.

"2, Participetion of the population: Effective participation of the
population in the government of the territory by means of an adequate

~electoral and representative system.

"3, Economic and social jurisdiction: Complete autonomy in respect of

economic and social affairs.”

I have read out the explanations given by the General Assembly of the status of
self-government. I shall now read what is set forth by the General Assembly under

the heading "International status":

"1. 1Independence: The attainment of independence by the territory, or

complete control over its external relations and internal affeairs.

Y2, Eligibility for membership in international orgenizations: Eligibility
for membership in the United Nations or for membership or associate
rembership in other international organizations; representation by delegates

selected by the territorial government.
"3, GCeneral international relations: Power to enter into direct relations

of' every kind wvith other governments and with international institutions,

and to negotiate, sign and ratify international conventions.

"k. Voluntary limitation of sovereignty: Degree to vhich the sovereignty
of the territory is limilted by its own free will when that territory has

attained independence or other separate system of self-government."

In tvo lengthy statements made on 16 Merch 1956, by Mr. Bargues, the

permanent representative of France, and Mr., Lefévre, the special representative,
it was pointed out that the development of the Cameroonian population vas well
advanced, The Cameroonians, who are the first to be aware of this development and

vho do not hesitate to say that it is a result of the liberalism of French policy,
are, nevertheless, surprised that the Administering FPower chooses such indiresct

methods of attaining the objectives prescribed by the United Nations, namely, self-

government or independence --- and I stress the vword "or'.
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A jurist -- and there are many jurists in the United Nations -- will péfhaps
say that the French Statute meets this point; but, while it is undeniable that ‘the
self-government of a country is conceivablé if there are two governments, ohgz”"
acting internally -&nd the other externally, we have never been told that; to
administer a self-governing Territory, it is necessary to have three govefnméﬁféf'
two internel ‘governments and one external government. R

Now, the I'rench Statute represents a preview of this new monster of
international law which the Cameroonians consider, rightly or wrongly -- and, in
my opindon, rightly -- to be-® plan of integration. Ve would refer the Council to"“
articles 3, 7, 10, 13, 16, 30 and 31 of the Frenéh Latute, vhich state the '
follovings ; € gl
Mirticle 3. The .Cameroons under French administration participates,

through its elected representatives, in the operation of centrel organs of =~

the French Republic. Under the -conditions. laid down by the lavis relative-
to the formation of the assemblies of the French Republic, it is represented *
in the Parliament, in the Assembly of ‘the French Union, and, if the case -~ - -
arises,,in.the,Economic.Cquncil.?g:m i ;
“"Article T. Cameroonian citizens, for the duration of the time
that the TrustlTerritory administered by France remains under the present -
Statute, enjoy the rights and freedomg set forth and guaranteed by the . -
preamble of the French Constltution, they have access to all .public offices .
end may. elect and be elected throughout the French Republic on the same .. .
basis as French citizens. ) . ot e
I would ask in what Department of France a Cameroonian citizen could vote and
above all, be elected, I continue: ‘ ; 11550
"French citizenb; re01procally, enjoy in the Cameroons the same rights o
as those engoyed by CamerOOnian cltizens.“ -- Of course.
Article lO reads as follow .
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"As an exception to varagraph 1 of article 9 above, the legislation

and regulations concerning: the system of public freedous and tae

protection of their exércise, external affairs and defence, the monetary
system and foreign trade, the administration of credit and the customs
services, the regulation of the exploitation of mineral wealth and the

aduinistration of.the labour code shall be subject to the authority of

France." o
As regards the regulation of the exploitation of mineral wealth and the
aduinistration of the labour code, certain Cameroonians who voted for the Statute.

have, nevertheless, protested these provisionsg. . They claimed that the land was

Cameroonian land. They could not recognize the decree, and contended that labour

in the Cameroons should be under the authority of the Cameroonians themselves.

There have been amendments to article 10. I cannot state here whether these

amendments were carried by the French Parliament but the representative of France.

is present and he will tell-us when he is guestioned. by you.

I now pass on to article 13. Article 13 states that the Legislative.

Asseubly of the Cameroons uay be dissolved by decree issued by the Council of
Ministers of the French:Republic, upon the recommendation of the High '
This prowosal must be preceded by a consultation with the

Commissioner.
New elections must take place within not less than two, and

Prime iiinister.
not more than three, months from the date of the dissolution.
Article 16 states that the High Commissioner shall preside over the Council

of ilinisters, or Cabinet. I am speeking now of the High Commissioner of the

French Republic.
Article 30 states that the High Commisgioner shall provide for the

promulgation, publication and implementation of laws, decrees, decisions and
directives which fall within the competence of the central organs of the French

Publication shall be in the Official Journal of the Cameroons. The

‘Republic,
He may impose penalties up to fifteen

High Commissioner has regulatory powers.
Ceya in gaol and 4,000 francs fine.
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In artiele 31 it is stoled that the High Commissicner cf the French
Republic is responsible for the adninistration of justice in regerd to laws
and regulations and, in particular, those wvhich govern the Civil Service,

He shall organize the public service and operafe it. He represents the State
in the courts and in all functions of civil life, subject to the regulations
contailned in current legislation. He controls the utilization of all
appropriations from the budget of the State or from special accounts of the
State Treasury. He also controls the civil expenditures of the State and in
this connexion may delegate his signature. lie ensures general co-ordination
between the Cameroonian services and those of the Administering Authority.

Who will tell us vhat difference there is between this Statute and what is
laid down by the General‘Assemﬁly as'"factors indicative of the free association
(vhether in a federal or unitary relationship)of a Territory oa equal status with
other cowponent parts of the metropolitan or other country”? Ha& I be permitted

to read frow the General Asseubly's “statute" which is to be found on page 62

resolution enumerates the factors indiecgtive of the free asgociation -~ whether

in a federal or unitary relationship =~ of & Territory on equul status with other
couponent parts of the metrovwolitan or other couniry.

I wish to recall to you, respectiully, that I am rcading a resolution of
the General Assembly. It is resolution 5457 (VI) and it states: .

"A. General

"1. Political advancsuent: Political advancement of the. population

sufficient to ensble thewm to decide upon the future destiny of the
territory with due knowvledge.

"2. OGCpinion of the wvopulation: The bpinion of the population of the

territory, frecly expressed by informed and democratic processes as
to the status or change in status which they desire, .

"3. Geographical considerations: Extent to which the relations of

the territory with the capital of the central government may be aflfected
by circumstances arising out of their respective geographical positions,

“such ag sepnaration by land, sea or other natural obstacles.
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"4, Ethnie and eui‘ural cohsidevstioﬁs- bxtent to which the population are

of different race, lansusge or religion or have a distinct cultursl heritage,

interests or asplratlons, dlstingu1shing them from the peoples of the country
with vhich they freely assoolete themselves.

"5, ‘Constitutional consideretion Assooiatlon (2) by virtue of the

constitution of the metropolitan country or (b) by virtue of & treaty or
bilateral agreement affectinu the status of the terrltory, taking into
“account (i) whether the constitutional guarentees extend equally to the
associated territory, (ii) whether are are constltutlonel fields reserved
to the territory, and (iii) whether there is provision for the participation
of the territory on a basis of equality in any changes in the constitutxonal
system of the State."

I heve read to the Council the most interesting parts with respect to
factors indicetive'of the free association -~ whether in a federal or unitary
relationship =-- of a territory on equal status with other eomponent parts of
the metropolitan or other country. The text continues: -

"1. Legislative representetion: Representation without discrimination

in the central legislative orgens on the seme basis as other inhebitants

end regions." |
The Council has heard an article af the Statute whieh indicates that French
citizens have the same guerantees of representetion as the Cameroonians but I deny
that any Cameroonian has ever teken advantage of this right in France; no Careroonian
has ever run for election in France. If I mey be permitted I can cite cases
not of Cemeroonlens but of French citizens who have been unzble to rise to
certain posts because they were not of French origin.

"2. Citizenship: Citizenship without discrimination on the same basis

as other inhabitants.” ' |
This is not provided in the French tatute.

"3. Government officials: &ppointment or election of offlcial“ from the

" territory on the seme basis as those from other parts of the coantry.
"C. Internal Constitutional Conditions
Y1. Suffrage: Universal and equal suffrsge,'free'periodic elections by
secret ballot, frecedom of cholce of electoral caondidates.
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"2, Local rights and stotus: ‘Equel rlghts and status for the inhabitants

and local bodies of the te*x‘tory as enJoyed by inhabltants and local

bodies of other parts of the country.

'3.  Locul officials: Appointment or elecction of officials in the
territery on the same basis as those in other parts of the country.

"k, Internal leqislat ticn: Cemple®e legielotive autonomy of the territory,

by means of electoral cnd representative systems, in all mecters viich

in accoxrdance with the normsl terms of associetion are, in the case of

non-unitary systems, not rescrved o the centrel government.”

This 1s *he"statute'ss defined by ihe General Azcembly; it is whet has been
called, precisely, the "sbtusute of integrabica™., Tha Courcil is not unawvare that
for many years the Cameroonians have been stablng That they wish,first, that
their country be granted an independent status and that, then, if they so desire,
they may accede to the Freanch Union. Cue of the mexbers of the Council -~ and I
an referring to the Preoident of the Couneil, Mr. Asha -- has sald that this was
& system which did nct yeli zuist.

A memendt aj?; ve cro <y who will tell us vwhuy ilfference there is between
the Statube offered by Frouce to the Comeroons and that which wos defined by the
General Agsembly, which I have Jjust read to the Council? The Counecil will
understand that if the Trusteeship System, under the French Statute, continues
and if the Cawmevoonians are not yet fully integrated into the French State,
this is dua to the fact that,in the text of the United Nations which defines
the system of integrelion,it is stated that the provisions of Chapter XI of the
Charter shall ccase to apply to a territory only as a result of a free
exprescion of the will of the population. That expression of the free will
of the population, as regards the Cameroons, is provided for by article hk,
which has been omended -~ I am being frank and I am saying everything
that has been docne -- and which reads as follows: Thae present statute is subject
to amendment ond ney be apendeé¢ as a result of the action of the Legislative
Assembly of the Ccocmeroons. We shall see in a noment what this Legislative

Assembly of the Comercons is.
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We are told that the provisions of Chapter XI of the Charter will not
cease being applicable to a territory unless, or until, there has been a
free expression of the will of the population. Ve must be surprised at the
fact that this free expression of the will of the population will not be
expressed in the near future, as it was expressed on 22 February.
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‘Bvervone will ask the following question: Who can prove that the wajority
in the Territorial Assembly of the Cameroons does not express the will'of the
‘ population? This'can be proved simply by the statements of  the leaders of that
wajority, stotements which we are putting on record and which prove the bad faith,
the duplicity, and even the ignominy of those who accept all the honours and who
"thus betray their brothers and. the land of their ancestors which they unjustly
clain to represent. ' ' :
! One of .these people was eppointed Priuwe Minister. He made the following
statement: ' '
"The ideal of a democratic Christian aims at the' emancipation
.and the full freedou of all the Cameroons in accordance with the .

ideals .of Christianity. The ideal of the Catholics, the Protestants --:

I an one of them -~ and the Adventists is the woin basis of the true -

civilization of the present world. Only the people shall exercise,

© . through their representatives and through institutions freely created
' and upheld, the sovereign powers with justice tovards all, with full
- respect for the huwan person, for huwan rights and for morality, without
dictatorship, oppression or fa?ouritism,-inrperfect brotherly equality
"of all the citizens". ' =
He tells the. Camerconians that he will ask for full independence. Heé was the
leader of the wajority which voted in favour of the Statute,

Thege are the llarse whom France willl, bring here one day with their pockets
full of dollars, travelling with all expenses paid, to dﬁny'what ﬁe 80 :
humbly ‘say here. -

Yet, we do love France. Without the assistance of Frence the Cameroons
would not have progressed. We feel, however, that the time has cone for a frank
discussion in'ordcr that no shadow shall remain in the relations between France
and the Cameroons. In our view there is only one way of settling this issue.
The principle of independence for the Cameroons must be recognized forwally and
explicitly, and the time-limiils for the diiferent stages of the achievement of

independence nust be the subject of negotiations,
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An opposing draft was filed with the Legal Committee of the Territorial
Assembly. That draft was rejected by the Committee, although it 1s in perfect
harmony with the desires which we express here on behalf of the Cameroonian
people., I should like to be able to read this documént to you,but unfortunately
I do not have it in my file. I should like, however, to reserve my right to submit
the document for the Council's records.

The right to independence is, for the Cameroonians more than any other people
under the rule of France, a natural and inalienable right. Our people do not wish
to conéider France as an, enemy.  We will continue to turn towards France, its
civilization and its perspective. Our people know that they still need France.
But we affirm that the immediate recognition of Cameroonian independence -- I
repeat, immediate recognition -- is not only the least expensive solution, but it
is true victory for France because only through such recognition can there be
fruitful relations between France and the Cameroons.

This is our conclusion, It is consistent with the international status of
our country and it expresses the comparison which we cannot fail to malke between
the two Cameroons, the French Cameroons and the British Cameroons. The, latter,
with Nigeria, will achieve its independence in 1959, two years from now. Vhat
golution does the Council propose? Will it always be guided. by the views of the
Administering Authority alone, or will it apply resolutely, as it has a right
to do, the principles of the Charter, the principal aims of which, as admitted
by the French Government, have been reached by the Cameroonian population?

Peace and security in our part of the world depends upon the answer which
this Council gives to the question I have posed.

But & question still remeins. I should like to recall to the Council what
wag said in a petition addressed to the Trusteeship Council by one of the

associations which I represented here at the Council's eighteenth session.
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liay I read to the Council part of this text, the second chapter of the
petition which is contained in document T/PET.5/L.84/Add.L.

"In our petition of 30 October 1952, we stated: !'Too little
account has been taken either of the criticisms voiced or of the
earnest desires expressed in that petition (that of 26 November 1949).
e do not know whether we should attribute to France the sole
responsibility for the fact that no positive result has been achieved
by the Cameroonian people during the last three years. Will our
struggle, already too prolonged, be all in vain even in the Trusteeship
Council itself?  Yet it would be difficult to cast doubt on the
‘reality of our grievances and the justice of our cause.!' Ve added:
"Despite the doubt which has sprung up in the minds of Cameroonians
as to the usefulness and efficacy of petitions, we should nevertheless
like to explain our position and in.so doing solemnly to declare the
unanimous will of the Cameroonians.! '

"y this doubt? It is easily explained.

"The first declaration by the United Nations adopted on 1 January 1942,
had as its 2im 'to defend life, liberty, independence and religious
freedom, and to preserve human rights and justice in their own lands
as well as in other lands', This declaration of principle, which had
been preceded by two others (those of Teheran and of St. James),
concerned the international protection of the human person. The
victory of the United Nations was to ensure the triumph of a genuine
international democratic revolu%ion. The place of honour in the

- United Nations Charter was thus rightly given to. human rights, which
were subsequently proclaimed in a Universal Declaration. It may be
szid without fear of error that this Declaration appliles primarily
to weak countries or to those under the direct protection of the
United Natione, i.e. countries under trusteeship.

"But it is as if these peoples were being betrayed by their very
protectors. For there is nothing to. justify the failure of the
United Nations in the case of the African territories, and especially

those inhabited by people of Negro race.
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"Is it because of the rigidity of the United Wations machinery? But
if anyone stops a ship, fires a few shots on a frontier, brings down a

plane or cordenms a few prisoners of war, the whole of the United Nations

is on i%s feet: conmissiors meeh, the Ceneral Assémtly rasses resolutions,
the Secietary-General makes a world tour, even the Security Council

takes docisions forthiwith, But If innocent people ty the hundred, by

the thousard, are imyrisoned, deported, tortured or cven exccuted by

Ytheir Governments', then all the doors of international Justice

remain clesed,

"Is it becanse of the prior claims of peace amcng the great nations?
No one here would gainsay it, but it is high time to define this 'peace!’,
for there is the danger that the condoning of tyranny and oppression,
slavery and intolerance will cause discontent to grow to é point where
widespread disturbances will inevitably break out in all dependent
countries or where even a new world war may be precipiltated.

"Is it because of the dangers of intervention? Has not the father
at all times the right to walch over everything connected with the
education of his chnild? Ancd vhat is the United IMations in relation to
the Trust Terxitories if not a father? We know, however, that peaceful
intervention is not a2 .ways successful and that because of the great
distances involved it cannct take place immediately and continuously.

But is that not precisely vwhy numerous petiticns have asked the

Trusteeship Council to station its represenvatives in the Trust Territories
so that they msy keep permenent watch on the application, if not strict

at least regular, of tne laws of Jjustice and humanity of which the
Trusteeship Agreements ars, in democracy's present state, but the too
frail instruments. Then again, what is the purpose of these visiting
missions vhich come to us every three years after putting their naues

to three succezsive snnuel reports? Is it Just to fill a few boxes with

petitions which are merely a clever forecast or a repetition in other

terms of the report of the 'Administering Authority!?

The petition goes on to say:
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"The Cameroonlena are ev1dently ready to place their trust in the

Unlted Nations agamn, but fnrst they are waiting for certa¢n gestures

to ke mede, eertain p051t10ns to be teken up. As long as the Unlted Nations

disregard thls ‘frank explanetion' of the status of the Cameroons and the

' Cameroonians remaln subject to odlous pressure as at preeent, their

1nterest will progr3551vely decline, the petitlons received will be only
of the kind submitted by the preeent Territorlal AsseMbly of Togoland...

_and hope will sooner or leter give way to lamentatlons and desPair.
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Mr., BARGUES (France)(interpretation from French): I listened with
great interest to the statement which has Just been made by the petitioner,
I wish to ask a few questions on minor points, but before doing so I shall
underteke to make certailn rectifications. .

The petitioner quoted from General Assenmbly resolutlon 567 (VI) and he
referred to Chapter XI of the Chatter. These are interesting texts, but there
is one defect in the petitioner's allusion to them: they are not applicable
to the Trust Territory., We regret any confusion in ﬁhe mind of the
petitioner regarding these texts, but I scarcely believe thet the members of
the Council are similarly confused., It is evident, however, that this
confusion detracts somevhat from the interest of the petltioner's statement,

Similarly, I would say thet the petitioner in referring to the Statute for
the Cameroons did not refer to the actual text of that Statute but rather to the
draft which was prepared by the French Government in consultation with members
of the Territorial Assembly and presented +to that Assembly for examination.

As the Council is no doubt aware, the Territorial Assembly introduced certain
amendments, of which I shall give but one example, for I do not wish to weary
the Council. I think this example will suffice to show how superficially
the petitioner dealt with this matter. He said that the Cameroonians wished
to legislate thelr own lebour code and to have the right to decide on the
conditions of 1its implementetion in the Territory., Now article 11 of the
Statute, in the form in which it has been promulgated in the Journal Officiel

and perhaps by now in the Cameroconian Journal Officiel also -~ and if it has not

alresdy been published there, it will be vexry soown -~ this final text of

article 11 indicates that the competence of the Legislative Asserbly exists in =al
matters of interest to the Cameroonians, and goes on to state certain specific
metters which lie within the competence of the Legilslative Assembly,  This
enumeration, I might edd, is not limitative. The erticle states that the
competence cof the Legislative Ascembly is extended to all matters of community
interest, especially in certein fields which are mentioned in a long list, and
the list includes "the labour code and its implementation”. I think that this
example suffices to show the superficial nature of the arguments which have

been adduced.,
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_ The petitioner launched an attack, a rather personal attack, against
nerbers of the Legislative Assenbly who, according to him, are not entireiy
hcnest, He even accused them of ignominy and duplicity and so forth, Since
he did not address his remarks to me I need not take up the gauntlet, but the
strictures he applies to the mcral and material outlook of members of the
majority in the Legisletive Assembly may be extended to include the minority
party members, some of vhom ere his friends. '
To take up another point, the petitioner referred to one of the members of
the mejority perty without actually naming him but indicating that he has been
elected as Prime Minister and quoting certain points from the political platform
endorsed by that leading personality. I.shall say in passing that the
petitioner has no power to prowmote anyone to the rank of Prime Minister. This
power rests solely with the Leglslative Assembly, which has the right to grant
or refuse the appointment to eny one of its members, However, I dﬁ not want
to make o mystery of this matter: +the person referred to is Mr, lMbida, and it
is rumoured that he will be the Prime Minister., This depends, however, on the
decision of the Legislative Assembly. The petitioner quoted a part, but only
a part, of the political platform of Mr., Mbida. In his partial cquotation, the
petitibner selected from among the numerous statements of Mr. lMbida the one
vhich appeared most advantageous to him, and he twisted it into the form that
sulted his purpose. But this is not a faithful repriduction of the facts,
nor is it an accurate report of the avowed intentions of Mr, Mbida. Certain
-wrong intentions have been ascribed %o Mr, Mbida: and while it is difficult to
read the mind of a man and thereby learn his intentions we can at least mihmim

quote his own statement that the Rascemblement has as its objective to achieve

emancipation and complete independence for the Cameroons in all fields, This
having been said by Mr., Mbida, the petitioner accuses him of duplicity and
deceit because he has promised his constituents to proceed towards the goal of
the complete liberatioﬂ of the Cameroons tut has not called for the ultimate
achievement of independence, _

In the first place, I would point out to the petitioner that Mr. Mbida
included in his political statement a list of objectives, which mentioned the

evolution of the Territory, its emancipation and, in due course, its independence,
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These obJjectives correspond closely with another part of Mr, Mbhida's political
statement, In it he declares that in collaboration with colleagues who have
shared in the arduous work -of the Assembly he is presenting a statement of the
objeétiﬁes which have been before sll over a long period of hope and preparation,
namely, the emencipation of the Camercons in a quiet, orderly and peaceful
fashion; - the esteblishment of a truly representative Legislative Assembly and

a Govermment of the Cameroons which would function in perfect.internal antonomy --
end I would emphasize his further words -- which would serve as a preparatory
-stage for the attainment within a few years of complete independence, It 1s
therefore false to declare that Mr, Mbida deceitfully promised independence and
then failed to demand independence. I have no reason to question Mr, Mbida's
good intentions; I believe that he is still of the same mind, and that he still
desires evolution, emancipation and eventual independence; as he clearly states
in his politicel platform. v T n _ , - :

It is true that Mr. Mbida was a member of the majority party, and perhaps

~the most influential member  -- as the petitioner himgelf stated or implied -- and
he 'may be designated as Prime Minister, _ It is also true that certain members of
the Assembly, as the petltioner well knows, have proposed -a different platform,
but this rival proposal was rejected, That is quite in line with parliamentary
procedure, - Certain propossls failed to win majority,supportzand-wergirejacted.
This doés not necegsarily mean they were worse than the proposals that were
‘adopted, but simply that they falled to win.the support of' the majority. This
is democratic procedure, - Furthermore, I wonder whether certain members of the
minority --- and especially the leaders of that minority --. wanted the Territory to
-achieve independence -immediately. In saying this, I have in mind statements
made by Mr, Assalé, vho is the leader of the opposition group in the Assembly --
a statement made by him in the course of debate, -
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He said that the counter-proposal vhich was presented by his group and
rejected byltﬁe Assembiy provided for the recognitibn of the independence and
sovereignty of the Cameroons, but not ipmediately. He stated that"the reforms
proposed by France, and the amendments voted by the Assembly, had no solid |
political basis unless Ffaﬁce undertook, at some ﬁimé, to grant ﬁﬁdependence to
‘the Cameroons., .In general, this is the opinion of the minority there: namely
the minority did not want immediate inéependenﬂe but, rather, & promise from the
Administering Authority; vhereas the maJority did not actually demend such a g
promise. - | _ - ' 4

To be more specific, I shall quote the words of Mr. Assalé. I have given a
brief summary but, since I do not wish what I have said to be misinterpreted, I
shall read out to the Council a passage from the record of the plenary meeting,held
in the afternoon of 22 February 1957, of the Territorlal Asaembly of the Cameroons.
Mr. Assald said the following:

"For some time, certain people have been accusing my group of being
made up of persons vho are d,emanu:mcr immediate independence. This is
absolutely false. We wish to Qtress that independence, and the enJoyment of
that indeﬁendence, must be precedeu by a transitional period. This can be
proved by the record,.,"

Hence, the petitioners are attributing incorrect intentions to Mr, Mbida, and
also -- vhich is more serious -- to the leaders of the opposition, that is, the
éuthoré Of.the counter-proposal.

The petitioners also asked in wvhat French Department a Cameroonian citizen
could be a voter or a candidate for éffice; for, indeed, the Statute gives to.
Cameroonian citizens, for the duration of time that the Cameroons remains under the
Statute, the right to be voters or elected to office throushout the French
Republic. The reply is very simple. Cameroonian citizens are voters, not only in
all French Departments, but throughout the Territories which form part of the
French Union., Perhaps there are not many; but there are, in fact, & number of
Cameroonians vho live permanently in France . in particular, students -~ and who
are entirely free, so 1ong as they fulfil the residence requirements, to register as
voters. Thq?nmy nctﬁavabeen elected to office; but I would remind the petitioners
thet that is the law of democracy.
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One of the petitioners is, himself, & holder of office. He is Municipal
Councillor in Yaoundé. He U&S,=Of course, 1eas forcunate in the elections for the
Territorial Ass embly, for the 1ist on vhich his name appeaxed received only some
5,000 votes out of more than 100,000 votes, whereas the opp051ng list, the winning
list -~ the 1list vhich included the name of the person whom we cited, Mr. Mbida --
received 109,0C0 votes, In that caue, of course, the lav of the maﬂority militated
ageinst one of the petitioners present here; but it must be noted that he won in""
the municipel élections. In view of this, it vould be somewhat unfair 6f'him to
complain about the effect of ‘this 1av of democracy. o

Having given some clarifications vhich I think will serve the debate and offer
& more. correct representatlon of the situation, I should like now to put some
questions to the petitioners., The petitioner who spoke stated that he and his
colleagues represented the more advanced sectors of ‘the population of the Territory.
I must refer, however, to vhat I said about the law of the majority. Can ve
consider as spokesmen for the poPulatlon of the Territory thoge vho claim to
represent only the most advanced elements? The lav of democracy neans that more
then just the most advanced elements must participate in the draving up ‘of
petitions. It is true that political rights were reserved, at one tlme,_for the
most advanced elements; but the people have developed to such an extent recently
that the formula should be expanded, and it sheould belbrought morelihtq line with
the formulae vhich are applicable to more advanced democratic countries; Theré is
universal suffrage in the Cameroons, and I think that the entire mass of the
population should be considered. I should like to have the views of the tétitioner
on this. - |

The PRESIDENT: I call on Mr, Philippe Mbarga to reply td tbe

representative of France.

Mr. MBARCA (interpretation from Fremch)s I should'like.toldrau the
attention of the Council to the very purpose.of our presénce here before the
Council. I do not think it is & good policy that, instead of discussing the
principle vhich motivated our coming here, we should spend our timg here on minor
questions which are really of secondary importance. My colleégue has explained

that our purpose is to discuss the Statute which has been proposed to us in the
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Cameroons. He read from the draft statute in order to clarify the situation for the
Council with regard to the drafting wvhich was done by the French Government. He
emphasized the fact that, if the represenﬁétive of France put guestions to us
concerning the Statute, we would then be in a position to reply; he made it clear
that the United Nations General Assembly had envisaged two formulae for a statute:
a statute should either give us the right to self-government, according to the
freely expressed wishes of the people, or independence. The Assembly did not
envisage some third or fourth stage before we achieved self-government or
independence.

I should like to put & question to the representative of France, before
replying to his question. Vhat is the name which he gives to the present status
of the Cameroons? Is it internal self-government, international self-government,
independence? Vhat is the present system of government which he wishes to ascribe

to the Cameroons?

@;l_gﬁggggg.(France) (interpretation from French): I think we should not
reverse our roles. The petitioner is not here to question the representative of
France. The representative of France 1s here to question the petitioner., At the
proper time I shall ask a guestion about the subject which was raised by the

petitioner,
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lr., KINGUE JONG (interpretation from French): This debate is very

hard on me because ve must debate with France questions which, as bir. Mbarga
has said, are of a secondary nature. Before éoming to the question of the
more advanced sectors of the population, with your permissioﬁ I should like to
reply to the general gpestion which he brought up. - First of all, he said that
Chepter XI of the Charter did not concern Trust Territories. I am very much
surprised because, comparing my understanding with the underestanding of the
representative of France, I .see that Chapter XI of the Charter reads
"Declaration regarding Non-Self-Coverning Territories" and Article 73 was what
I was quoting. . Now the renresentative of France contests the veracity of'what
I said and quoted. . _

uHowevef, the Charter puts the ewphasis on the nature of "Non-Self-Governing
Territories" and I am surprised that anyone here could say that that is not so
and that I quoted incorrectly. I guoted from the Charter. I simply said that
the Charter speaks of non-self-govefning territories and that the Cameroons is
one of these territories.

The representative of France spoke of the labour ccde in connexion with
article 1l of the Statute. If he has one draft of the Statute,and I have
enother, we would have a proposal, and then a counter-proposal, and so on, aﬁd
this could continue for a long time. {le have been told that the ia@our code
wag mentioned in article 11 as amended. Now article 11, as proposed by France,
tells us that the colonial laws and regulations arec drawn up by the Cameroonian
authorities but that they must respect internatlonal treaties and conventions,
the Trusteeship Agreement of 1946, the principles inscribed in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, the Charter of the United Hations, the preamble of
the French Constitution and the provisions of the present Statute. I do not see
in article 1l any reference to the labour code. If it has been amended, let us
hear the amendments.

I have here the text as amended end it states that Cameroonian laws are
drawn un by the authorities in the Cameroons; they must respect international
treaties and conventions, the Trusteeship Agrcement of 1946, the principles of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Charter of the United Nations,
the principles set forth in the preamble to the French Constitution as well as

the provisions of the present Statute. Hence, the article is the same even
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as amended, bIt is the same as that propesed by France. If anyone has
seen anything about the labour code in it, I should be glad to be inTormed.

The representative of France sald, in speaking of the labour code, that
I had mentioned article 9 whereas article 1l was relevant, but I maintain that
article 11 is not relevant.

Regarding a quotation out of context, I know iﬁ is alwayg said in the
Cameroons that Kingué Jong has a personal opinion which does not represent the
opinion of the masses, but I know something about the masses because I have
been representing it for twenty-eight years -- more than half of my life.

How the text which I gqucted was not out of context at all. I said that I would
file it with the Council, that is, I would file with the Council the platform

of the Rassemblement déwocratique chrdtien. I did not give the name of the

individual concerned but I am now presenting this platform here, to be
incorporated in the Council's records. I know that the person whose platform
I have eited has annouresd a scecod, but can we say that in a single election
we can have different platforms? Is one & chameleon which is a pencil one day
and the next day a ship? That is incomprehensible.

The repregentative of France cértainly will introduce anothér platforn,
but what of that? He and I know our country. We know that our country was
not prefabricated.

.Here I have the first platform. If the representative of France has a
different one, then shall I tear up minej When somecone appeals to the voters
of a country, he must know what he is talking about.

As for the question of the Prime Minister, France knows very well how
it stands now and how important 1t is to the people of the Caneroons and what
an uprear it may make there. I know that the leader of the majority assumes a
heavy burden when he accepte the vost of Prime iinister. I know that this
has been offered to the individual of whom the representative of France spoke.
I know that others have refused this post. This is a question which will be
settled in the Camercowus but whatever vote 1s cast here,.regardlESS
of what 1g represented hers -- and it is not I'vhd say this, it was

3244 v othe reprasscutive of Frauee: I am not here in this Council every day

a2t eo T camnnot cite all the texts -- I could bring before the Council
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& text in which the re?resentative of France himself has recdgnized that we
represent the most advanced mass of +he ponulation.

Now what is that? It is & wass, after all -- and they are the people
whou we represent. ' v : :

Wle are told about universal suffrage but I say to the Council that we
vere wfong in agreeing to it. There are people vho,K vote as they are told to
vote, something that did not hapﬁen a few years ago. The representative of
France speaks of self?government but I would ask him to be specificrand cite
nis sources.  After all, in the United Nations, there are specific documents
like the Charter and the Trusteeship Agreement, which must be respected.

' I'spoke'a moment ago of the definitién of sclf-governsent as given by the
General Assembly, of what all of you have in mind when you speak of self-
government. I mentioned'ﬁhat the-General”Assembly understood by independence,
and vhat you must mean when you speak of independence. llowever, we are not
speaking of perfect self-government, dbut only of that self-goverument which is
referréd to in the French text; we only ask one thing of Fravce and that is to
reapect the international instrurients which we accept. © That is all. Ve do
not aak anythiﬁg elsc. 5 '

I shall urge my countrymen to remain under the authority of France but on
the condition that it respect the legitimate aspirations of the people of the
Caméroons end reépeét international agféemenﬁs. ‘That is all I ask. As long
as France does not do that, I shall continue to protest against France on behalf

of my country.
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The meeting was suspended at U4 p.m. end resvmed at .30 p.m.

Mr. BARGUES (France) (interpretation from French): I must confess
that, in the last statement of the petitioner, I did not find any precise
reply to my question., Hdwever, I shall be content with his reply, from which
I note that he confirms thet he end his friends represent the most advanced pert
of the populaticn and that he end his friends were wrong -- and they now -regret
it, belatedly -- in accepting universel suffrage for the Territory. This
statement is, perhaps, not very democratic but we were told that this was a
personal Qpinidn and all personal opinions are permitted in the Cameroons.

I shall now pass on to the next question. In his initial statement, the
petitioner criticized the acts of violence, no matter who the perpetrators were.
I wish to pay a tribute to the moderation of this statement and to the noble
sentiments which inspired it. I might say that I share these feelings.
However, the petitioner addeld, somewhat later, that more serlous events were
about to take placé -~ after the installetion of a new government -- énd that
the future Ministers were thinking of exterminating those who did not share
their opinions. Is the petitioner expressing e purely personal opinion here,
or is he basing himself on specific information and facts? I feel that this
is a very grave statement and he should, therefore, completely clarify this
point. It is certain that if he hes any information of some value, then the
Administering Authority could certainly be guided thereby and possibly teke the
necessary steps. |

Mr. KINGUE JONG (interpretation from French): Quite frankly, I

expressed a personal opinion, but I do not wish to retract it. The statement

vhich I made, I must emphasize, was my statement as the.spokesman for an
authentic organizetion which no one, I believe, will deprecate.

I mentioned grave incidents which are expected by some Cameroonians; I said
this guite sincerely, as the representative of France has Jjust stated. I shall
simply say that I was at Yaoundé and I, personally, and as & journalist, havel
heard representatives of the majority who voted for the Statute say that we --

those whom they cell "nationalists" -- should be careful because we want to

L
o -
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organize public meetings at Yaoundd; we eskedbfor‘qffiqial permiss;on from the
district chief at the headquariters of the National Assenbly. Ve wanted personal
Permission from the National Assembly, but we were refused such authorization.

Nowy I simply wonder whether it is rossible to have freedom of speech in
the Cameroons; if it is not possible to have freedom of speech -- particularly
in certain regions -- then I think that in a short vwhile even more grave events
will occur, because as a minority member in the Cameroons I do not have the right
to speak out. Then, vhat will Happen to that perty? It will have to avail itself
of the right, which is recognized-for-all.human beings, to defend itself publicly
and it will have to organize a meéting; it will have to hold this meeting despite
the refusal of the authorities.

We have the French administration in front of us. While I may have a
brother -- as we say -- with vwhom.I have no special connexions, although I know
that he has been named Prime Minister or placed in some high post by the French
administration, I do not recognize the authority of that brother. However, -
according to the Statute, he can call upon the police. Then, what will happen?
He will ect on behalf of. the French authorities and, at that time, grave events
will take place. This is the reason why I say that the Council must be made
avare. of this; that is why we are sounding en alarm. .

The French authorities will .soon install a new government in the Territory,
but we will not recognize this -new.administration because it will run counter to
the aspirations of the population; I can state that this will be egainst the
aspirations of the masses in the Cameroons, no matter what they ere, for they .
all want independence for the Cameroons -- that is the first prerequisite for
any understanding between Frence and the .Cameroons. The masses are not deceived
by these political platforms.- I have already spoken about one; if the Council
wants more data, I shall furnish more. The masses will react if they are
deceived, as they react everyvwhere; that is why I seid that very grave events.

. may -occurs..- '

Ve are speaking of our own bfpthers in the Cpmeroons and we know how these

matters must be settled, ‘ -
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Mr. BARGUES (France) (interpretation from French): I teke it that
the fears of the petitioner as to the poésibiiity of serious disturbances
result from mere impressions.' However, it was a goﬁd thing that he expressed
these misgivings before this.Council and before the representative of the
Administering Authority. I understand that he ﬁade some reservations in regard
to the exercise of free&om of assembiy; I must say that the public authority
was Jjustified in showing some reticence in view of the position of the petitioner
and his friends who refuse to recognize the authority established on the basis
of universal suffrage. Now, the petitioner has not replied specifically to the
question. However, if his friends were not able to hold further meetings, that

is not the general rule.
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The Mouvewment treditionel ‘neld meetings, for instance, on 10 March in

a villege near'Yeoundé. At that meetlng the louvemcnt tredi*ione] decided

to crcate & federallet movement, “the "Un:on des Aseocxations uraditionnnlles du

Ceregggg . After 17 arch the etecutive body of that movement was eonetltuted.

. Therefore thenels evidence that even the oppositlon is able to hold meetlngs.
 Since the petitloner told us, that he is a Journalist, I should like to

ask him whether, in his capecity as a Journalxst he feels that freedom of the

press exists 1n the Cameroone. "y

ﬁr. KIHGU“ JOHG (interpfetatlon from French) The representative of

France has spoken of the neeting of 10 wareh. He wzll eertalnly have learned

that that meeting was a private meeting held in the living room of wmy homes.
That is not vhat we mean when we speak of a mass meeting. There are public
meetings end there are private meetings. That was a private meeting to which
only members of certain organizations were invited. Wien one wishes to express
an opinion one does not invite only those who already share that opinion, but
one invites the public. I affirm here that public meetings are prohiblted,
particularly in the area of Yaoundé.

I had no wish to present a personal situation here, but when I went to
Paris I was accused by certain people of having published certain articles. These
articles did not reflect opinions hostile to the United States. INow, like my
neighbour, I am subjected to special surveillance beceuse the United States
authorities have been told that I am a dangexrous character.

I have never engaged in any acts against France, and even less against the
United States. . I have had no ill-intentions towards the United States.

This shows that these freedoms have a very limited meaning. Freedom is
not coumplete. Vhen the representative of France sasid that I was expressing a
personal opinion, he was quite correct. However,this opinion reflects the
opinion of my Government and that of the French Government, which considers me
an enemy, as being anti-French. But I must repeat that I fought in the resistance
movenment at a time when certeﬁn Frenchmen stayed at home -- eating very good meals
there, too. Therefore I am not an enemy of France. I am a human being and I will
say that a country as independent as the United States will understand that
freedom of the press can be interpreted in different ways, and it is interpreted
in different ways in my country. I was accused of a crime simply because I asked
nothing of anyone.
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Mr. BAIGUES (France)(interpretation from French): I put the question
about the freedom of the press because I had the good fortune.to rcad in the

February isgue of the locel publication called the Presse du Camercgg'an article

bearing the signature of Mr. Kingué Jong end entitled "What is this Statute
Worth?". In this article he cgives opinions which are nob really diffzrent from
those which have been expressed tofore us here., This shows his good faith and
the consistency of his views, but it also proves that there is a certain
freedom of the press in the Canmeroons, allowlng any citizen to write in a
newgpaper even if these views ere rather critical of the authorities.

With regard to freedom of assewbly, I wish to recall to the Council that
the legisletion in force in the Cameroons is the same legislation in force in
France., Public meetings are not forbidden unless they might lead to public
disturbance, and the municipal authorities have the right to authorize such
meetings or to refuse to do so. I suppose that if the petitioner and his friends
wiched to have a meeting in Yaoundé it was the I'ayor of Yaoundé who refused to
grent pernission for such a rmeeting., I would point out that the Hayor of
Yecundé is an fifrican who belongs to the same party to which one E‘»f the
petitioners belongse. I see him smiling, which shows his approval}

Now I come to my last question. The petitioner told us thet the present
Statute for the Camercons is not a Statute for self-government nor for
independence. Certain of his compatriots may say just the opposite, But I
would say that they are perfectly free to express a personal opinion. Has a
representative public authority, whether metropolitan or African, officially
claimed that the Statute for the Caneroors was a Statute for self-government

or indepenience?

hrs 12AI0L {interprctation from Frenci): I wish to than the
repregsentative of France for asking this quesZion because this is one which
reelly conceras us very, much, All the minor guestiors which we have discussed

here are only secondary.
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Ve should like to know whether the represeéntative of France cculd tell
us, on behalf of France which he represents here, what is meant by "autonomous
status"”, or what reforms have been introduced in the Cameroons as ‘& result of
the decree? This is not the first tinie that we are here before this international

body, because after the vote on -this so-called Statute we of the Associations

traditionnelles introduced & wmotion which was adopted unanimously. A copy of

this wotion was sent to the High Commissioner and to the Territorial Assembly

of the Cameroons -~ and perhaps you have a copy of it before you.
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We sent the following message to the French Government:

"During the important political events which have taken place in
recent years in the (Cameroons there have been differences of oplinion among
our youth; '

"Considerirg that in the interests of better relations between the
Cameroons and France the causes of those differences should be removed;

"Considering that the liinister of Overseas France indicated the
intentions of the Govermment of the Republic by stating that the sole
purpose of the Assembly to be elected was to discuss the new Statute
which should not be merely imposed;

"Considering that'the_High Commissioner of the Republic confirmed
that statement when he told the Councillors-at the opening of the
Territorial Assembly in 1955 that when weé was'called upon to make
important decisions for the future of the Camerocons the most important

* would be the adoption of a new Statute;

"Considering that the Statute could only be a set of rules which
would not be rigid but subject to evolution;

"Considering that the legislation fulfilling the standards defined
in the first three paragraphs could only be the result of frank discussion
between the two parties concerned; '

"Considering that the text submitted to the Assembly for debate is
& decree as provided in its article 45 on which decree the Territorial
Assembly can only give an opinion...” '

I shall now read article U45:

"The Minister of Overseas France is responsible for the implementation
of the present decree which will be published in the Journal O0fficiel
of the French Republic and in the Journal Officiel of the Cameroons.”

I continue to read our motion:
"Considering that the procedure of the discussion has not made it
possible to establish equality between the two parties in restraining

the freedom of expressing the desires 'of the Cameroonians;
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"Representing.as we do the tradition of the Camercons, we cannot
remein indifferent to matters of such importance, while we:pay:tribute
to the importance of the achievements of.France.in the Cameroons. vhich
we hope willl be followed by further achievements; BB g

"Considering the character of .the vote of .the Asseubly as being
only an expression .of opinion on.the Statute which has not yet been
introduced; _ o g By

"'fe take note of the reform as being a new and provisipnal reform;
. "We ask urgently, in the interest of peace and prosperity of the

Cameroons, that the discussion of the real Statute in qhich:theJéquality

of the .two. parties will be ensured be. permitted.J; ¥ it

This motion was addressed to the lMinister of Overseas France as well as to
the High Commissloner of France in the Cameroons end to the President. of the
Territorial Assembly. We wished to show the French Administratlon that we did
not understand the meaning of the reforms and that we did not.consider theat the
reforms. introduced any changé in status such as took place in Togoland and
elsevhere. The Cameroons is under the.control of the United Nations.and
therefore we are not convinced that a Statute can be imposed on us which is
not even:approved by this Asseubly. We .are not entirely satisfied to have these
institutional reforms called a Statute.. In reality, .the Statute of the Cameroons
has not yet been discussed. . . | e

.. I wish to ask the representative of France whether he.can confirm that
at this time these are merely constitutional reforms which implement the
loi-cadre the benefits of which France has extended to us. . Ve would be very
grateful if this meant that the time during which we con discuss the merits of

the Statute has been extended.

Mr. BARGUES (France) (interpretation from French): I have.no.
explanation to give to the petitioner who can address himself to the public
authorities. I simply speak here as a member of the Trusteeship Cqﬁncil_and
I only give explanations to the Council., I will simply recall that-Article 76
of the Charter states that:
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"The basic objectives of theé trusteeship systém are... to promote
the political... advancement of the inhabitants of the trust territories,
and their progressive development towards self- governmént'or independence -
as may be appropriate to the partlcular circumstances of each territory '
and its peoples...” T o
Article 2 of the Statute says that the present system in the Cameroons will be
in force until the Cameroonians, in conformity with the Charter and the h
Trusteeship Agreement, are called upon to take a décisiOﬁ”ﬁith regard to their
definitive regime. I believe I have given the exact” scoPe of ‘the new utatute.

I have no Turther questions."'

Mr. MBARGA (interpretation from French): I think that the explanations
given by the representative of France are very good but this does mean that we
are waatlng our time by being here. He has simply confirmed what we wish to .
Bl - n _ R IR R

We are told that in'the CamErOOAS we have been glven a new Statute and-
that in a few months we will have a Council of linisters. What will these
lMinisters be? What will the status of the Cameroons be when it has Ministers?
That is the question that we ask, for we cee that the implementation of this
law runs counter to the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations and.bf-
the Trusteceship Agreement. I said a moment ago and I emphﬁsize again that we
would be very glad if France told us that today it is'ihfroducing this decree
in order to give us the benefit of it but that we must wait until the Statute
of the Camercons is discussed on a certaxn date. That 13 why I say that the
representdt¢ve of France did not complete his reply. “He did not tell us at
what time we ‘will have a decree which will prov1de that the Mlnistera of the
Cemeroons will be Teal Nlninters. Since the Cameroons does not have independence
and self—government, what are these Mlnisters that are to be put into offlce 1n '

the Cameroona?
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. KINGUE JONG (interrrotation from French): It is not the first time
we have_lov* time in the Council, This problem concerns ‘the Council as well )
as us., Two questions arise, the first concerning the application of Article 76

of the Charter, which we have already quoted, and which seems ﬁo be the only
articlé of the Charter which is of interest to thé representative of France.
i 5 shall repeat -- and I ap010gize for doing so -- that this article says 1n
paragraph (b) ( _ _

_ "to promote the politicael, economic, social and educational
advancement of the inhdbitants of the trust terri ories, and their
rrogressive development towards self-government or independence...”.

' The only question we wish to ask our friends in the Council is whether our
political, economic and social advancement is insufficient, thus making it
impossible to grant us one of the essential objectives of the Trusteeship
Systemn, | 5
On referring to various documents emanating'from-this very Council, I note -
that the French representatives have invariably spoken of "the evolutiqn of the
people of the Cémerooﬁs". Therefore it would seem that the essential
obJjective of the Truéteeéhip System has been achieved and I maintain that
it is therefore time for the implementation of the requirements of this
article -- self-government or independence, |

I migat speak of the develoyments in Italian E‘;omaliland -- the representative
of Italy is here, A time limit was laid dowm fof'Italian Scomaliland.

We, in the Camefoons, want to know exactiy vhere France is taking us. Ve
are concerned to know where the road France has chosen will end, I have said
that we belicve we have attained certain of the principal goals established by
the Trusteéship System, France has recognized this fact, in stateﬁents made
here, and in the annual report, Now why cannot France state to the Trusteeship
Council, and then to the General Aésembly! that it recognizes that the Cameroons
has achieved a degree of poliﬁicai, economic and social advancement and it has
therefore decided to grant a certain statutc to the Cameroons? If I wnderstood
correctly, the representative of France said just now that he would be glad
to learn from us Jjust what the statute of the Cameroons actually is, whether it
is composed of a group of amendments or is actually a statute. I should like
to turn that question back to him,
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I wish to polnt out that we have two questions which require answers, and
to wvhich the replies seem nebulous. Because of these questions we shall be _
returning here to ask you, wvhere sre ve being taken, and where @oes.the Cquncil
wish France to take us? Surely the essential objectives are stated in _
,Articlg_TG of the Charter; and in view of the fact that France itself recognizes
that the Cameroons has . echieved the goals established iﬁ the Cherter, why.
cannot France say: The Camercons is ready for independence.  That would

solve the-prpblgm, for the beneflt of everyone.

Mr. BARGUES (Prance)(lntcrpretatlon from French): I have nothing
further to say. I thank the petltlonegs_fox_their replieu.

.. Mr. 10BANOV (Union of Soﬁiet‘Socialiét Republics )( interpretation from
Rqséian): In_:epiying to a qﬁestion ffom the representative of France,
Mr., Kﬁngué Jong gave tha neéessury clarificatioﬁ regarding the represaion
vhich is threa‘-te.ne‘d_ by certaif; min‘_istérs. This threat is directed agains_f those
ﬁho struggle for the independence Qf the Cameroons. This threat applies to the.
future, I wondexr whether the distinguished petitioner could give us more
exten51ve 1nformatlon concernlng the repression which has been exercised in the

past, partlcu larly during the December elections.

Mr, KINGUE JO’G(lntcrbreuatlon Tfrom French): It is difficult to answer.

some of the questions addressed to us because we come here it 1s true equipped
with the necegsary passport and visa, but we have no money apart from the funds
provided by our own people. waever I shall reply to the queutlon of the
Soviet representatlve that I have already related what is happening in the
Cameroons. I should have yvolcomed such a question from the representative of
France himself. . _ o wg v R "

Quite frankly, end with great respect, I must poinﬁ out that I described iﬁ
my statcment the forms of repre951on that have been exercised in the Cameroons

in certain reglons.
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This will indicate to you that there is indeed repression in certain regions
of the Cameroons, I do not wish to enter into details because you yourseives know
very well -- and I stated this at our last hearing here, in June 1956 -- that these
are questions vhich are known only to a eertain authority, and that authority is,
of course, France. VWhen you sent a Visiting Mission in 1955 to the Cameroons, the
Visiting Mission submitted & report upon its return. It was an incomplete report
because, under its terms of refercnqe, it was to conduct a complete inquiry into
the events of May 1955; but, thus far, it has been unable to do so, and it will
never be able to do so.

Everyone knows that, at the present time, very grave events are taking place
in Sanaga Maritime. If I had & local newspaper with me, I could show you that we
have been taking up a collection for the persons who have suffered there. I do not
quite  see vhy this term was used -- there has been no flood in Sanaga Maritime,
there has been no great fire there. There was an official, national collection
taken up for the sufferers from the disaster. Vhat digaster was it? I would ask
the Council to put the question to the representative of France: vwhy was there &
collection taken up in Sanaga Maritime for the purpose of aiding the sufferers
from a certain disaster? Perhaps he will reply, but I regret that I cannot.

The same thing is happening in the most traditionally peaceful region of our
country, the Bamiléké region. These matters are well known. 1/hen there are deaths
the ﬁewspapers report this; perhaps there are ten deaths, butlthe néwspapers at
least report the fact that there wvere deaths. ‘

I apologize to the representative of the Soviet Union for not being able to
give more precise informetion, I would ask him to put that question to the
representative of France, if and when that is possible. "He will reply that
everything is peaceful in the Cameroons; but I say that the opposite is the case,
end that we are all living in an atmosphere of hatred and susficion; we are under
suspicion because we are sald to be nationalists; the others hate us and do not
even wvant to hear any mention of us; others are living in peace, and are protected
day and night -- that is well known, because they are pedple vho are under police
protection, day and night, and they cannot step outside their own homes. UVhen a
country is obliged to protect certain persons, it indicates that something is
happening; there is no security there.
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Mr. LOBANOV (Uaion of Sowiet Socislist Republics) (interpretation fiom
Russian):_ I am most grateful t0 the-getitiomqr fqr his_exhéustive,clarification.
The Soviet Uunion delegation is fulir savisfied with the statement he made in rerl’
to our gquzstion. | _.__ : , _ . _

I hav= arother question. The patitioner tol& the Council thaﬁ a certairn
category of voters is ordered to vote. 1 should like to ask vhether we could not
be informed. more specifically.about such vinlations. of the voting righﬁs;

Precisely who issues the -order, in such .a case?

Mr. KITIGUE JOUG {interpretation from French):. This, again, is & ﬁuestian

which is o little erbarrassing, becsuse everywhere we hear talk of the law; but a
person who gets somevhat outside the law Yas his freedom end security jeopardized,
I do no* think that this is the Jiret time £2at vou have heard mention nede of tbai
elections; you have heard of dishonest el=ctions, of ballot boxes being Stuff?ﬂ;
you have heard references to deaths -« as tho 3ibvle says, even stones have a voice,
These are things that ars well known., and I {2 =not want to go into them at leagth
because we will be asksd to rep~at exactly wani I have said here. In any case, my
franknesc is well known, ‘

% have s=zid that, excent for 4the lowri region, every vote in the nineteen
regions was made as a peculd of =2p o ey, Veou, with regard to VWourl-- this is re
reflection on ay coapasrinie who arn hern: thelr own village brothers live 11 tia
Vouri region, better kasvn as the Douals rapgdon -~ they can state that therc iz
no péssibility of falegilfying the electicn, kacavse they know exactly for whom tbk~w -
are going to vote snd for what *ney Are z0ing o vote. But, in other regionr,
polling booths are set o in the bfﬁﬁh, whax2 20012 have to ccme ten, twenty or
forty kilocetres to vosz, aprd I thlok you i1l 3zre2e with me that not all thcse
people come to vote in the clections. Tvd it e cleimed that even in those regicas
80 or 100 per cent of the voters actually voic. That is indeed surprising.

That is the »ewly Shat I o2n give 40 %the representative of the Soviet Urion.

I would a4d that, cines the elechicns +ock place, there were two electicns
vhich were invalidnated, although theyxe vere g~venteen complaints. Two local

elections were invalidated. That is very sigrificant.
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Mr. BARGUES (France)(interpretation from French): I apologize for
intervening, but I think the question raised by the representative of the
Soviet Union should be clarified. We were told by the petitioner that the
election was free in only the Wourl region. Does this mean that elections were
not free in the Mungo and Ntem regions?

Mr. KINGUE JONG (interpretation from French): In all those regions

there were complaints, I believe that, if there are free elections, then there
are no complaints such as there were in Douala., - In one region of which I spoke,
the people there know what they are doing, for whom they are voting and so forth,
and there free elections are held; but in almost ell the other regions there
were complaints sgainst the way in which electlons were conducted. ‘There were
requests for the invalidation of the results of the elections. It is not always

eesy to make such complaints, to contest the elections, because that requires
money.
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Mr. angggg (France)(ilperprﬁtat;on from French) - or coufsé there
are COmp131ﬂtu of irrebularitles in the elections. It happens in every country,
constantly. " This is quime acCﬂptgble because dcmocratic ountries.hafe
admlnistrative courta which supesrvise the holding of elections, _
I return now to my previous question, namely, whether elcctiono wvere free
in the reglons of Mungo, arnd Mtem, gincg the petitioner stated thaL the
elections were free only in the region of Uouri..l I havc noticed that the

list of the 1nd1genous voters of Mungo and the list of the Union Nationale, which.

is hoaded by a friend of the peuitloner, was victorious in the election. I

might even Eaj that the Union quJO“&lO wag - elecued by more than 80 per cent of.

the voters which shows that in other arcas, vecrhaps, clections were also free, .

unless the petitioner feels that his friends were elected irregularly. .

iir. KINGUE JONG (interpretation from French): If we start talking -

about eléctioﬁa, it might be all vz would have time to discuss today. I wvould
have asked the Council, with the agreewment of my friends, 1o speak of other
things, namely, the main question wvhich iaterzsts the Cameroouians -- thg
question of the Statute -~ in the past, the present and the future. I repeat,
éince I have already said it before, that in the region of Mungo it was not
possible to hold dishonest elections. I apologlze, I should have' said in the
region of Wouri it. was not posgible to hold dishonest elections because the
voters know exectly for which candidates they will vote and the Aduinistration
knows what risk it would take if. it should try to tell the péople for whom to
vote and for whom nét to vote.  The reason for this is that this is a_region
wvhich ig¢, T might say, ﬁgry udvanced -—'although the representative of I'rance
might disagree about this -- B0 I will say it is an area which is quite advanced,.
Although 1t is swall, it is a town which has about hO 000 inhabitants, as the
Administering Authoxity wlll confiri. Therefore T do not think that we can
judge the freedom of elections by the experiencelof one town. . .

I merely wish to say that the Cameroons conslsts of nineteen regions. Of
these nineteen regions, seventeen district leaders contested the results of the
vote. I do not believe chatc in France 1t has ever happened that 80 per ceat of

the electoral diptricts have contested the results of an election.
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I repeat, and I do so humbly, we have come here.to find out about the
Statute which the Trusteeship Council proposed to us. If it is a Statute of
Integration, tell us quite frankly. Those who desire it will accept it; those
who do not want it will say thait they do not want a Statute of 1ntegrat10n.

They will say that there are two Cameroons and in one of the Cameroons we are
free to live and that is the only country for us. There is only one.Qameroons
and whether it is British or French, we have the right to live there,.

We, as representatives of the nationslists, say that we wish to have
congtructive relations with France but we do not wish to be integrated with
France. We have a system which hes been established by the Council, and if that
system is to be integration with France, well, tell us so and we will tell our
compatriots and then we will settle our Effairs. ' '

We merely ask for the iuplementation of the Charter and of the Trusteeship
Agreenent epproved by the United Nations.

Mr. President, I apologize for being somewhat voluble but this is a question
vhich has been dragging on now sinee 1946, Tt has been dragging on-not-only
in the Caweroons but also here in the United Wations and in 1952 the General
Assembly adopted a decision.

lir. LOBANOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation from

Russian): The representetive of France asked many questions and nobody interfered
with him as he took advantage of his rights. I do not object to the
repregentative of France asking for the floor to give clarifications in response
to my questions but I should not like to have him interrupt me in order to ask
questions of the petitioners. If you feel that I am violating proper procedure,
then please stop we, but it seemed to me that our order was such that we do not
interrupt the members of the Council to ask questions.

If I may, I shall once again thank the petitioners for the clarifications
which I have received frbm them and ahail take the liberty of asking one more

question.
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Having in mind the fact that the Territorial Asgembly is not a representative
orgen,since it was elected under circumstances which involved the boycott of a
large portion of the electorate and there vere disturbances and irregularities,

I should like to know whether the administering Adthority was advised in any way
by anyone else, or, rathér, dild the Administering Authority consult with anyone
in the Territory other thon the Territorial Asscubly about the Statute? Ard zay
I add, do the petitibners have any desires in cennexion with this question of

consulting with the population?

yr.'KINGggmggﬁg (interpretation from Fremch): This is a very specific
auestion and I shall reply qui%te bricfly and to the point.

During the elections vhich were held on 2% December last the people did not
express their cheoice in the manrer in which we Caueroconiens would have liked.

It will iwmmediztely be said that we are only one group of Cameroonians,
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Hovever, we would say that those Camcroorinns, who hold those views, are not the
only Cameroonians; we would tell them' but JUat look at the statements of ‘the
repreuentative of Frence himself. In theae statemﬂnts, certain conditions were
laid down ‘for the holding of the electlon there were two such condltlons, and
we asked for them; first, if we hal to vote for the Statute, then,in view of
the fact that the present Assembly vas e;ected by virtue of 2 law whlch_dates
from 1946 and has no political powefé,_that Assembly must first be | .
dissolved; énd, éecondly; to issue an asmnesty for the events of May 1955 -- the
Council is not aware that there are Cameroonians who héve not been back in their
country for two years or more and who are awaiting the opportunity to return.
The&lare being persecuted for the evenﬁs of May 1955 and they are not all’
responsible for these eveﬁts--— at least, tﬁey.are not the only ones responsible
for those events. Speakiﬁgfas a journaliﬂf -I believe thet there should be an
investlgatlon, such an invesulgation will prove that they were not the only
ones reopon ible in regard to those events. France has recognized this; the
representative of France is here and he cen tell you so. That is why France
has not issued an amnesty for the May 1955 events which would free Cameroonians
who should come back home and vote in the elections, as do all other Cameroonians.

Now, what has happened? Only a few days from now the elections will take
place, but th amneéty has not yet been issued; none has been issued up to the
present time. Uhen a country is about to vote upon its constitution, then I
believe that the mass of the population should vote in such an election; hovever
a portion of the population is not at home when the elections are taking place,
because they are off in the maquis, where they remain.

VWhen the municipal elections took place, we had wanted them to be held;
in a city such as Douala with a population of 140,000, only about 11 per cent
voted -~ that is not reelly an election, with oniy 11l per cent of the population
voting. Several representatives of our Union refused to participate in the
elections &t the last moment. That is what is teking place in the present
elections, and I simply cennot say that those elections -- as other people claim
have not elected anyone; they did elect the candidates who were running for
election, but the Cameroonians elected them under the conditions which I have
already described -- that is, under bad conditions and under irregular condition .. |

i

le feel that this 1s an Assenbly which does not represent the majority of the J
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Cameroonians and 1t cannot proceed to pass decisions or Jjudgement on this
important Statute; that is why we are opposed. If we knew that the majority of
the Cameroonians had voted for this Statute, then the situation would be entirely
different; we would have accepted the will of the majority. However, we do not
believe that there was any such majority expression of opinion; duplicity and
trickery has come into play and it is for you -~ the Council =-- to realize this.
That is the reeson why we went to great lengths to come here and appear before
the Council, using the funds which have been provided for us by our party. Ve

came here immediately after receiving our visas and passports.

Mr. LOBANOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation from
Russian): In thanking the petitioners for their statements, I should like -~
with the permission of the President -- to refer to the question which they asked:
I wish to refer to the question referring to the opinion on the Statute which
so greatly disturbs -- and gquite naturally -- the peoples of the Cameroons.
I should like to tell the petitioners that many delegations have expressed
their epinions on the Statute; they have done so in the Trusteeship Council,
and their oplnions do not differ from the opinions of the petitioners on this
question. '
Once again, I wish to thank the petitioners for their clarifications.
\ Mr. BARGUES (France) (interpretation from French): I have not asked
ifor the floor, Mr. President.
: I thought that, as always, I might be permitted frc~ time to time to mage
jClarifications which might be useful to the Council. However, the representative
.pf the Soviet Union, in departing from the rules of courtesy usually followed in
this Council, protested when the President gave me the floor. Thérefore, I shall

wefrain from intervening.

The meeting rose at 5.40 p.m.






