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The PRE~I!)EN'!' : It is with deep and profound so:rrov that . I hav~ _to . 

inform the membe;t's of this Council of' a tragic event by which they will be as 

chocked 11s I was .• . ·: : 

A few hour~ earlier t _oday, the re"f)resentative of Egyp:t on the. United Nations 

AdviGory Council for Somaliland, }{is Excellency Minister Karn~l Eddin Sal ah , 

was stabbed to death in Mogudiscio, The d_~talls of this event have not yet 

reacp.~d _me_.al}d for the time being I can but_ give you the. neus blunt~y, without 

any explanation for this seemingly unexplainable t raeedy. . ' . . . . ' • . . . . • . 
His Excellency !-1inis~ei: Salah is well known to t he members of this Cou11cil, 

. . 

for he has been closely associated with its work for the last . three years . .. , As . 
,, • ~ ' • " . . . . . . . . . . ' • • • 

the represet?,t;ative . of ~is_ country on the Advisory- co~nc H . he . nas , by . . his devotion 

to work and to the welfare and interests of the Somali people , ,,on the re.coenition . : .. . .. . . . ' • . 

ana. respec_t of p.1s colleagues . on the Advisory council as well as . of the members . . . . . . . 
of t h i s ~ouncil. Hip tragi c passing is an irreparable loss to his country a~d. 

to the t;rnitea. Nations • 
• i, • ' 

·on behalf of thio Council an.d i n my own ~ame , _ I 1-1ould like to _.extend to 

the Egypt ian Government and. to Mr . _ Snlah' s family the expression of our deep 

sorrow and our Gincerc condolences . 

I think it would be appropriate f'or ;the Council to observe a minute of silence . 

The rcpresentati:1:es stood in s il_2_!1S£• 

Mr. GR ILLO (Italy) : The .Council has just heard from the Preside nt of 

the death today in Mogadisc i o of Mr . Salah, Egyptian repre.sentative on the 
. , • 

Advisory Council for Sornaliland, of which he was President . According to reports 

just received from MogQdincio1 death occurred as a result of an attack by a Somali . 

'Ihe Administration will investigat e t h.:>roushly the causes of the murder ~nd 

will inflict upon the culprit the severe punishment Hhich hie crime calls for . 
I 

Wi_th deep grief I vish t_o express to the Trusteeship 90-uncil , through you, 

Mr . Pr cs ident , and t o Mr . Salah I s family, on behalf of the Italian Government 

and the Trusteeship Administration for Sow~lialna, and personally on behalf of 

the Administrator, my profound condolences for the loss of such a capable and 

estecrr.ed official ,rho for years had carried out so nobly the high duties which 

'· 



EIG/ jvm T/P_v. 777 
3- 5 

(Mr . Grillo, Italy) 

had been entrusted to him by the United Nations and who, in his co"operation with 

the Italian Administering Authority in Mogadiscio hnd given ample proof. of his 

dedication to the betterment -. of the . conditions of the Somali population. 

Mr. SEA..>{S (United States of America): Like yourself , Mr . Presid.ent, 

we in the United · St.ate::; d~_legation are shocked and saddened to hear of the 

violent. death of Mr . Salah. 

Mr . Salah was a pernonal friend of inirie . I first knew hi.m when it was my 

privilege to v isit Somaliland with the Visiting Mission in 1954 . At that time. 

he ,ras in the beginning of his service with the United :Nations Advisory Council . 

He chowed a truly eaGer desire to learn as much as posoible about th.e many 

probl ems which faced the Son:ali people and to l earn them on the spot . In the 

course of time it became apparent to me t hat there were !lerhaps few living .men 

who had a greate:i; basic knowledGe of the economic situation in that country. 

He ~,ras a good man and he was an earnest man, but best of' all, he ,-,as a friendly 

man. 

Speaking for myself' personally and for my de,legation officially) ,-,e deeply 

regret the manner and the untimeliness of his end . 
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-. Mr . BENDRYSHEV (Union flf Soviet Socialist Republics)(interprete.tion 

from Russic.n) : Ue have learned with deep sorrow of the untimely and tragic 

death of the representative of Eg.{Pt on the, United. Nations· Advisory Council :for 

Son1alil~.nd under It,alian administration, Mr. Galah. The Soviet delegation knew 

Hr • .:Juluh because we had worked w;i.th him in the Trusteeship Council, o.nd we ohall 

preserve pl~asant memories of him. On the occasion of this tragic and untimely 

death of Hr. Snla.h, reay I express our deep and sincere conpo.ssion to the 

Government of Egypt , tl1e Zgyptian delegation to the United Nations, and the 

family of the deceased . 

Hr. . DAVI~ (New Zealand) : ·'l.'he death of l-1r . S~lah in the course of his 

duties as a member pf t he Advisory Council has affected -my delegation -with a 

deep sense of shoe!~. It i _s only a few short months since we saw him · here doing 

his work in the Council, Mr . President, and we all endorse the praise you have 

lavished upon him :for his excellent w0rk here . Now he has met his death while 

serving the United Nations and the Somali people. Muy I express on behalf of 

the Nev Z.eo.land delegation our abhorrence at the act of violence which ha s 

abruptly terminated his career, and express our sympathy to the Egyptian 

, Government and the EgiJPt:i.an delegation on the loss of an able citizen and an, able 

pub l ic servant , and also to his family on the loss of a husband a nd a ~ather . 

l.!r . DORSINVILLE (Haiti)(interpretation from French) : It is with 

profoµnd emotion that the delegation of Haiti has learned of the tragic passing 

of i-lr . Sal2.h, the Chai rman of the Advisory Council for Scmaliland. We 

maintained the most cordial relations With him . Hhenever he spol~e as • 

rep r esentat i ve of Egypt in the Adviso;ry Council, we listened with special 

atterrtion to ev~rything he had to say. li e . know how devote!l he was to his tasl-:., , 

and it gives us much suffering to learn tha t he has lef't us. Pe rmit my 

de~egation to add its voice to those of other delegations and your own, 

l.lir . Presiden:t , in e;xpres sing our sympathy with the Government of Egypt and the 

f emily of i ir . Salah . 
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news of the assu.ssination of Mr. Salah came to iny delegation with profound 

shock and sorrow. As you have pointed out, Mr . Salah has rendered salient 

servic~s to the United Naticns-Advi'sory Council for Somaliland, and his 

capabilities and· zeal for service are we11· known. • •• On behalf of my delegation, 

I should like to join· you, Sir, and oth0r members of this Council in · 

expressing our sorrow and pffering condolences to the Government of Egypt and 

to the family of :Hr . S~lah. 

t-lr. BOURDIL!:.QN (United KinGdo1n): Hy delegation has learned of the 

essass,ination of the.Egyptian member of . the Advisory Council with .a :profound 

sense of shock. Nr. Salah -was a persono.l friend of my predecessor,· 

Sir Alan Burns, and I .am sure Cir J.lan would wish to be associeted with the 

de~p condolences which my delegation would wish to offer through you, 

Nr .• President, to :the· Government of .Egypt, the :Cgyptian delegation and 

Nr. Salah ' s .family . 

Hr . KIAIJG. (China): My de-legation wishes to assocfote itself with 

other del~13ations in expressing its. deepest r egret at the tragic death of 

Mr . Salen· • . - Hith the passing of Mr. sa,lah, .tp.e Advisory Council is now 

deprived of the wisdom of a most valuable man. 

1.-i:r. EUFTI (syria)(interpretation from French) : !,ly delegation 

learned with con.s·ternation . and· the deepest regret of .the· traGic assassination of 

the Egyptian reprcsentati ve on the Advisory Council, ·Which occurred while he 

was doing his duty in the Territory of Italian Scmaliland. My delegation 

wa.s particularly conc;erned over this sudden death because ·of the personal 

qualities of the deceased and because of the services he had rendered to tp.e 

population and of the close r elationships which link my country with Egypt . 

The condolences of my .delegation go to the Egyp~ian Government, tc .the 

permanent Egyptian Iviission and to the family of the deceased • . 
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. I;r . l~PJ\.GGT .(Guatemala) ( interpretat ion frcm. Spanish) : My delegation 

wishes to nay how dee-ply ·,re rcsret . t_he . pacsing of. Mr . _So.luh, ,repreoentative of. 
• + • • • • 

Egypt on the A~v;i.sory Council for Son:alilund . He join in the ctatements of 

condolence . tha'!:,_have been nac1c in this Council. 

Hr . HAl -lILTON (Australia.) : My rleleg:ition docs , and I know that my 

Go:ver_nmcn:t vill, receive with v:~ry G;reat distress tbe newo of the deatp pf 

Ur . Sa l ah . I should wish to associate my deler;ation with the thoughts of 

;Jy:r1:,o.t ~.,:'-'· a.nc1 deep regret;. which have been expressed by you yourself , 

r-1r . President,. and by other represent ati Yes, in . this connexion and to offer t o 

the I~gyptian Government . and to the :ra:nily of Mr . Saleh the s i ncere sympatpy _of .. 

.. Ir;Y <lelei:;ation . 

1-ir . $Ain:':AR (India ) : The Indian delegation would .wish t o extend it$. 

sympc.thy to Mr . S<! lo.11 ' n family, to his Gover nment ancl to. the Tn.J.ste~ship Qounc11, 
.. . 

which h:1ve all suffered a, grievcus loss at his tragic assassination . 

1-ir . sr,:OLDEDEN (Belgium) ( interpretation f r cm French) : My delegation 

wishes to associate itself with .the conciolences which.have _qeen ~~tended _by . 

mmr.bers . of _this Council on the oc.cnsion of the tr2.gic los::; .of Nr. [!alan, the 

Chai~~:~n pf'_ the Uni t.~r: Pati0n□ Jrdvicory Council fo r f3cu;aliland . 
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Mr . CORE_!! (Under--Secretary, ·Department. of Trusteeship) : The members 

of the Department of Trusteeship and, more directly, the staff serving the 

Advisory Council for Somaliland in Mogadis~io} have ail been greatly grieved 

by the tragic assassination of a good friend and fellow worker , His Excellency 

Minister Salah, representative of Egypt . He wus one of the most nctive members 

of the /\dvisory Council. He appeared regularly before the Trusteeship .Council. 

and gave of his rich experience and advice to all the debates on the problems 

of Sornalilancl . • 

His tragic disappearance is for us in the Secretariat very much of a 

personal loss . I wish to present cm behalf of the Secretary--General , the 

Department of Trusteeship and Information from Non-Self-Governing 'l'erritories 

and the stnff serving the Advisory Council for Somaliland our deepest condolences 

and sympathy to the Egyptian Government , to the permanent delegation of Egypt to 

the United Nations and to the "bereaved. family of Minister Salah , 

At the invitation of the President . 1'lr . Omar Loutfi . repre~ento.tive of 

Egypt, too'..{ a seat at the Council table . 

Mr . LOUTFI (Egypt) (interpretation from French): On behalf of the 

delegation of Egypt and the Government of Egypt I should like to address to the 

Council our deeply moved appreciation of the shore which it hao asoumed in the 

cruel loss which has struck us . We received with pain the news of the death 

of Minister Salah, Cbairruan of the i.dvioory Council for Somaliland ._. 

Minister Salah was a distinguished servant of his Government and of the 

United Nations. He served for more than three years in the /,dvisory Council. 

It was while he was performing his duty t hat he was criminally assassinated, 

In these painful circumstances,mcre words cannot translate faithfully our deep 

feelings . 

I should like on behalf of my delegation to express our gratitude to the 

President of the Tru::,teeship Council and to its members~ to the Secretary-General 

and to the members of the Secretariat for the sympathy and friendship which they 

have given us on the occasion of this cruel loss. 

fulfilling his duty . Moy he find peace . 

Mr . Loutfi withdrew , 

Minister Salah fell while 
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EXll!/uNATION OF THE /iNITT.JAL EEPORT ON THE ADMUIISTRA'rION OF THE 'l'RU3T Tii;RRITORY OF • •. .· . . .· . • . . . .. . 

'l'IIE .CAMEROON'S UNDER BRITISH ADMINISTR!,TION F'OR 1955 ('r/1287 , l2S8, 1302 and 

. Corr . l; 13o4; T/L.73'J) /J.gcnda item 3 i/ (~ontinued) .. . 

/1t thE:. invitation of the Pr_eJJ.d~rit, !•ir.L Field , special ~epresentative for 

the Trust;- Territory of· the Cameroons under Briti...?h adroinis~ration~ook a place 

~ the 'l'rusteeship Co!_mc_il _ _!;sl>le . 

General del>ate 

U PE KIN· (Bur.ma): He have beE:n discussing the affair·s of the Trust 

Terr:i.tory of the Cameroons • under British administration· "for the past few days 

and have now reached· a ·stcge when it becomes possible for us to weigh the progress 

made by the Territory during the period under review. • Consistent· with the 

policy which my delegation has prescribed for itself, namely that· i .t would. not 

address· itself to details nor enter into an argumentative debate at this stage, 

I shall confine myself mainly to observat"ions of a: general charac'ter. 

This we do in· the belief that the Administerin·g Authority has alre.ody ·taken 

note of the Council 1s· interest where progr e·ss has been demonstrated·. and of our 

onxiety '-lhere lack of' :such pro£,-re·ss in the· Territory become clear . This bas 

been· reflected in the: questions addressed· to the special representati've . My 

delegation is confident that in the light' of thQse questions the /~dministering 

Authority will :redouble ·its efforts "vrherever this appears necessary. 

Under ·the direction of this Council, the Unit·ed Kingdom· is· performiµg a• · · 

• historic function in this Territory. It ·is laying down the basic- foundations 

on which can. be built the future p olitical, social and economic structure of 

that Territory. There can be no difference of opinion between this Council 

and the people of the Caroeroons , on the one hand, and the United Kingdom, that 

is the Administering /,uthority, on the other, with regard to the self-governing 

and independent ideals and objectives of the Territory . We may, and I think -we 

do, have some differences, and these are apparently not crucial, about the methods 

of achieving such objectives or the speed in attaining them. 
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I concede that in discussing this Territory at this time , the Council 

need not enter into a general debate about - ·· if I may express it in the normal 

language of the West --- t he virtues; I know there are none , or t he evils, and they 

are leg~on, of colonialism or imperialism , However, I am today reminded of a 

statement of official policy of the /~&ninistering imthority on the subject . 

With the President's permission, I should like to review it here . 

As far back as 19~8, i,1r . c;eech Jones, then Secretary of State for the 

Colonies, wrote in his official report the following: 
11 The central purpose of British colonial policy is simple . It 

is to_ guide the colonial territories to responsible self-government 

within the Commonwealth in conditions that ensure to the people 

concerned both a fair standard of l~ving and freedom from oppression 

from any quarter . " 

As the result of that policy, reany countries, including my own, achieved 

freedom and independence . Despite the chunse of government in the United 

Kingdom since then, happily certain broad lines of liberal colonial policy have 

been accepted and are being continued as an expression of bipartisan international 

policy. Hhether or not.this policy was necessitated by historical c urrents 

is not important. · What is important is to see whether this policy has been 

adhered to faithfully and implemented wherever possible . 

It must be said to the credit of the United Kingdom , the Administering 

Authority in this instance, that it has not only acted a~cordinr,ly but that the 

process of developing its colonies into self-governing territories is r.onti~uing . 
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A few years aGo , it wo.s India, Burma, Paldstan and Ceylon. A few weeks ago, 

it wa:s Ghana. In a f~w r~onths ., it is · going ··to he Sin'gapore and r•1alaya., and we 

may expect that in the near future it is goin1; to be Nigeria, Uganda, Tangiinyika;· 

and so on . 

Because my delegation accepts the premises o.nd the direction of United 

Kin1;cl.ot.1 policy on this iGsue·, we are not' now inclined to raise questions about 

it . He therefore gladly accept the ocl::1owledgrncnt of the political progress · 

of ·the Territor'y noted by this Coui1cil at its seventeenth scs:.,ion. 

It is"go.od to' record the fact that a souricl basic political structure· is • 

being built ih. ttie: Territory for· its eventual democratic• self-covernment. In 

the circumstances , :peculiar to the 'l'erri tory, • my deler;a.tion is prepared to accept · 

this bo.sic ··structi..1:re ·a.s::tli.e one suitable to it. The political institutions 

such as the legislature , the executive and the judiciary, which ·a1.·e being 

con:.;·i;rw!tC(l undwhich are gradually takini;; shape toward a final form; have already · 

rec,d ved some men sure of autono!:ly, and their powers are· be1ng • eradually augmerited·. 

In this connexion, my delegation will follow with the keenest interest the course 

df the forthcoming London constitutional· conference · o.t which inc1idenous 

representati.ves ·of the Territor y .rill also ·be prese~·t. If similar corifeten66~ 

of the recent :past· are any indicc.tion of the shape of things to come, then -we may. 

anticipate· with sorne measure ·of confidence · a: happy outcome to this new conference. 

We wish it a1·1 success . 

Havir1g disposed for the time bein.g of the geberal issue, may 1 be per'rilitted 

to revert to certain questions to which I a1lucled in my opening 'remarlrn. · 

It • see!ns to my delegation that one of the greatest handicaps froin which 

the ·Tc:::.•ritory- is at _present suffering· is · the · 1·0.ck -·of cornmuni~o.tions, pnrti~tl.la1•ly 

of · roads. The ··effects of such handicaps ·on the -economic and social -structure of 

any Territory or country are obvious; • and.: I shall not take up ·the time of the 

Council by elaborating them here . ·'In a Trust Territory such ' as •this, it is of 

special signifi·co.nce • ar1d urg·ency. · • Roads and · other communications o.re a. 

prerequisite for all other aspects of de·vel-opment . : This la.ck has been acknowledged 

by the Admini sterin·t; Authority. However , sin·c·e my· delegation . al ways seeks -out, 
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·.-1i1e::.-~ 1;ci..;:::itl,3 , ccnstructi ve cl cw,.;)c.ts for notice so as to encourage them, I am 

happy to record that there is a crowing rec0gnition of this fact not only by 

the Administering Authority but o.lso by the Nigerian Federal and Territorial 

It is 6ood to learn that even local voluntary orGc:miza.tions have 

now caugh:t up with the importance of this matter and are helping to improve the 

situation , 

In this cormexion, it is heartening to know that the five -year development 

programme makes provision for an anciual expenditure of £20,000 for local 

research on Hie;erian road problemri . Experiments, I understand, are to be 

conducted in conjunction with the road research laboratory loc.:o.ted 

in Middlcsex, in England. Ny delegation hopes that the Trust Territory will 

also benefit by this programme. Progress is being made , but only to a very 

limited extent, and it is hoped that the question will be tackled on a large 

scale by t:1e Administering Authority as a matter of high priority. 

Gmall as the mctter may seem, I wish nevertheless to mention a question 

which has large ir.,plications for the fu"0ure economic development of the Territory. 

I r efer to the question of so.vin~s i nnti tutions e:d sti:,0 in the Territory. 

Wh1le we would not at this tirne exaggerate the importance of existing institutions 

to the economy of the Territory, the desirability of cr~atinG and encouraging 

such facilities to mobilize small savings and to channel them into productive 

enterprises, especially in an under-developed country, cannot be denied. We 

find that, except for the post office scvinr.;s bank_ facilities provided at a few 

centres , there exists only one bank in the whole Territory. Furthermore , the 

rates of interest paid are anything but attractive . The rate is some 2-1/2 per cent 

per annum on accounts up to £,21000, and thereafter the rates decrease _ccrrclatively 

to the amounts deposited, l:c~ving only 1/2 per cent per annum on . o.n account 

exceeding £30,COO. Considering that the effect of savings- institutions on the 

level of saving depends partly on their number and accessibility and partly 

on the rate of i nterest thQy pay, my deleGation wouldrecon;mend to the 

Administering Authority to re¥iew tho 3 i tt:.atioT' . People with low incomes might 

save more if the savinr;s institutions were more widespread and rates of interest 

more alluring. 
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Generally opeaking1 ·the ra.te · e.t whieh· progress-we.s made.in .th~ -:fi'::?:;.J. of 

agriculture in 1954 seems'·to have been -sustained throligh ,.1955~ . Eff6rts ·to 

divers:i::f'y co.sh crops, to incree.ce agricultural production,: to· inlprova pasturage :. 

e.nd. cattle breeding, end to exploit· and· preserve f•:n•cst -reserves on e. scientific 

basis -- ·fl..!.l seem· to be ~-:Leld:i.ng • ihcl'easingly sati.z~nctory ·-resul·:;s. 

My deJ.ego.tfon· is h<:ip:py·to ri".lte in the·:1955 ·annual report that· the 

cocoa C?'Op for the 1955-56 • season :has shown ·-signs · of being o. record oner for : • ::'. 

the Terri to~y. • 

Side by ·side · with the ·progress in rigriciult1.irl'), i::he· C:)-cipera.t::.vo ,r,.iove~ent .. :•. 

fs • reportedly gc1.iriing g~•ourid. in the Territory. · lri • :::.'.?55, t!1e m.ui:bor ,of. societies 

ro~e f'rorn ' sixty to seventy;.th:-ee~ with ei'ght more · to be regi stered. .. ·: ·,, ., • . 
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tJnfortunately, the popularity of the movement seems to be confined to the 

Southern Cameroons. So far, only t~o su0h· ao~ieties exis~ in the North . 

It is hoped that the Administering Authority will r~double its efforts in ~he 

North . and that·it might even consider the introduction of a .bill on the subject 

similar to the one recently passed in the South. 

We note with regret the existence .of mutual distrust between the people of 

the South and the people of the North . The Administering Authority has 

experienced this difficulty before in many placeo thro_ughout the world. Basically, 

we are dealing here with a problem of religious and, possibly, ethnic variation 

which, in timeG past, has been accentuated .. UNESCO calls this a problem in 

tensions . I call it -esseLtially a.problem in inter-cultural relations which can 

be resolved by vigorous .inter-cultural educatio~ • . A multi~racial, multi­

religious , even multi-lingual society need no more exist in conflict than a 

ho~ogeneou~ society, if positive steps are taken to democratize human relations. 

Switzerland is a prime example, a~ong others . What my delegation said as regards 

the French Cameroons applies equally here . We hope that a determined effort will 

be made to bring the peoples of the South and the Nor.th closer together . 

From the Administering Authorityrs report, we note with some disappointment 

that in the Northern Cameroons -- an area of 17,500 square miles, with a 

population ~f 720, 000 -- there exists only one hospital, with fifty~six beds . 

Surely, this is less than adequate. More concern micht be sho-wn in this respect 

by augmenting the monetary grants and providing large-scale technical assistance. 

Those who have spoken before me have dealt with the question of educational 

facilities in the Territory . I shall therefore be brief on this point. We find 

from the 1955 report that there are no higher educational establishments in the 

Territory, with the result that those wishing to pursue their secondary 

education studies must go either to Abadan in Nigeria or overseas. From the 

information that we have, we see that there are only ten Trust Territory 

scholarship holders in the United Kingdom and four in Abadan, compared with 

5,000 in the United Kingdom and between 400 and 500 in the United States from 

Nigeria. The matter needs the Administering Authority1s attention, and we hope 

that that attention will be forthcoming . 
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While on the subject of educational advancement, allow me to refer to the 

education of women in the Trust Territory. My delegation is not unmindful of 

the difficU.:.ties in the way of the authorities concerne·d in persuading parents 

to send their girls to school. Customs and habits die hard. v1e a.re therefore all 

the more appreciative· of the fact that there has been an increase in the number 

of girls attending primary schools in 1955, and, more significantly, of the fact 

that in 1956 the first secondary school for girls was opened in the Territory. 

Nevertheless, as UNESCO has pointed out, more facilities for schooling in general 

and schooling for girls in particular should be accepted and clearly expressed as 

the official policy of the Ad..~inistration. 

My delegation trusts that the Administering Authority's record, as note·d in 

theEie Council meetings, will continue ·to eY.hibi t progress and that the questions 

which ,re have raised will receive effective attention. We wish to record our 

appreciation of the courtesy of the special representative and the United Kingdom 

::
0 e;1·esentative, who have patiently and thoughtfully listened t.o our comments . 

1~ equal measure, we have patiently and hopefully taken account of progress, and 

wish -- as t ·hey do -- for more. 

Mr. MUFTI (Syria) (interpretation from French): In tpe formulation of 

an ovcr-ull Judgement of the work done by Adniniotering Authorities in Trust 

Territories, it is always wise and useful to recall certain basic considerations 

which, in our opinion, ere of particular significance . It is especially necessary 

to recall that political progress is no less important than economic and social 

progress; that the political future of'these Territories is of no less immediate 

importance than the political, economic and social progress already achieved; 

that, if the United Nations Charter has conoecrated the primary importance of 
) 

the will of the inhabitants of these Territories in achieving the objectiv.is 

envisaged by the Charter, it is no less necessary and indispensable that that will 

should be expressed through representative organs, freely and democratically 

elected; that there can be only one possible notion of the self-government or 

independence provided for in the Charter -- namely, that, practically speaking, 

this self-government and independence should be reflected in the sovereignty of 

the peoples of the Trust Terri tor;i.es and in their freedom to manage their mm 

affairs and decide their own fate . 
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Inspired by ~hose b~sic' con_siderat'ions, we shall now examine the 1i'olitical, 

economic and SOcial Situation of t he calneroon·s'' unde~ British·. a&ninistration·. 
. . · . 

We shall be brief ♦ - . We . shall attempt to stresn the roo.d·\-:hich remains to be . - : 

covered rather .than the road which has alre~dr .been· covered. In doing so, 

h_ove~er, we ha.~e no in~entio~ wha~ever of denying ·to the Administ_eriug Authorit;' 
the congratulations which the Couhcil must in all justice address ·to tbot 

Authority_ on the progress so far achieved in various fields . 

W~ have .noted with interect and satisfaction the rP-cent political 

developme.nts in the Territory. In particu~~·, . :w~ . h~ve note~ the' praisewor~hy 
. . . 

e·.:forts made by the Ad.ministering Authority to amend the rules f or elections to 
' • : • • • ! ~ • ' ': ••• ; • : ..... • . , . • 

tl1e Territorfal Assembly in the Northern and So_utbern parts of the Territory, 
I • • .' ; : I ' ' ' ' • • ; ' •~ : • • • : 

o.nd ~-<? · o~~~nize elections in· t he Souther~ _c_~e~·oo~s in accordance with these . -

of the Gove:rnni~nt o·f : t he :· •• 
• • • • ~ • J • • ·, • • • • • • • • • • • 

amended rules. We have also taken not~ .. of the . policy 
l • , , ·: , • '• • • • f. :, ,.,:• .' : :· : .· :: • ' 1 

/ ., ' ~ • • ' ' • • 

S-.::n:.'.;hern Cameroona which is . o.imea. at the democratization of the Netive .Au:t-.ho,::i+.:i.eR , 

pc.:ct·i~-~larly by .mea~s or' .~i~;cti
0

0;~~: tl th~- c'oun~ii~:-::~f °the~-e Auth~1:1t·1~B -0~ 'the.' 
. • . ··: . . • . . .•• ,, ·. · .• ·: .-~ .. -.. ; ,. :: · .. i' , .. ' .. . :·, · ~-· . . • . . . . ·.·.: .• ' . . 
bo.sis of' s:pecific elf!~.toral r ulP-s rv.thF:r ·th>'tn ·0n +.he hf;l.tii fl <>f' cust0m. 
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We hope thn.t the~~ efforts will be pur:.::u8d in the future :>.t R more rapid 

race sc t11at tt:e 1'erritory will have ri?.pres;:-ntative bodies of its o~m. In this 

connexi on it will bo necessary for ·the electoral 1syste:n_ to b~ i'.nprov~ci 

progressively in order thP.t it mny become as univer:::nl :\::: posr;.il-le. 

t-!y delep:aticn attaches particular i:::p-:>rt'.-:.nce to th:o _p-'.)~F:ihle result:; of th~ 

L::-ndon Confor.:>nce to be l:ie_ld in iliay 1957, ·especially _ a_c- we note tLat the 

_tl.(:imini:;tering Autl}ori ty has drewn a numb"'r of conclusion::: from the r~sul ti:: of 

Gi:nil:o.r confe rence;,_ in th~ I?ast . He :1...:t'?. also that tlm conference , h nll 

prob:?.bili ty J will be called upon to shed somr- light upon tte politic I'll future 

of tb8 Territory o.nd the relations between the Trust Territory and tho 

ne i ghbouring r<"?gion of Nigeria . The fact that the London Conference will Rl$O 

b8 consul tati v~ in char<'tcter should not be clet rct:-.t in any way from th~. two 

ether considerations which I have mentioned. . We have been assured by th~ 

Admin ~ 3tering Authority that th~ v-9.rious currents of opinion in th,;:: 'l'rui::t 

'l'erri t ory will be taken into consid~ration at the c::;nference . He ·,rish to stress 

in this connexion t hat it would be particularly advir;.able for the> i'lorthP.rn part 

of the Territory to be represented at th~ conference) and t o be represented 

e.dequately, It will RJ.;-;'-, be desirabl~ t.:lll.t t:1e OPCcn.c1B:::y t.ir.1e sl_lL'u:..j ~8 given 

fer ref'lec·i:.ic n e n t:-ie Jcci,:; i 0ns of tlH:: conference , ~o thtit t:1e Te1:T::.t0ry, ·nfter 

due consi deration of the results of the conference, may be ablE; to pronounce it,:: 

opinions . We ebculd prefer future conferences to be held in th:,, Territ ory itself 

in order to attract the attention of the local population and to provoke 

" X~he.ngos of views and cpinicns converning th~ development of 11.em0<::r~t:i.~ 

institutions in the Territory. My delegati on also fe,::,ls that the Adwini:::tering 

1\uth0rity shoul d e.stablish closer contacts b~tween the:- re-.presentative~ of thP. 

:'.!o:rth ond tl~"! South prior to the Lendon . Conf~rence . 

As regards: th~ over-all p,:;litice.l· si~uationJ P8:rticularly the pn'!sent 

provisipns under which the lforthern Camercons is administerP.d a.s 11. part of the 

northP.rn region of Ni geria and th1:: SouthP.rn Camerocns __ has a semi-federal s tatus, 

WP, believ<?- that these p r ovisions were dicto.tea. by the desin-•s of the populations 

of thesP, two parts of thP. Territory. ·· We are comp~Ibd to conclude J how·ever, that 

t h~se ti.rrang8montr, have, complicated the t'(:::::i.ni.~tr!'l.t.i.i.r. of the Territory and fi-~i: 

to rP,flect th~ ~p,;,cific politic al person-'3.li ty of the 'r<>rri tory as en indep~nnent 
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unit . He alG!) fe·el .-that the uncertainty which · still see111a to prevail witi'i 
·--

regard· to the future of the colony of Nigeria is ·net l:Lkely to malrn clear the 

future of t he Trust 'l'erri tory. However, we are somewhat assured· i n ·this connexion 

by the assurances given by the .Adm:;.nisteri.ng Authority. We are l ed to believe 

that the two parts .of the Territory will uevelop t owards · ·inde,rer.dence and self­

governmeut a.t: a similar pace, wl1ich should, of course, be based on the degree of 
. . . . 

devel opment of the Southern -Came.roans and not retarded by consideraticns based 

on the stage of developments in the· ·North. We wish, however, that . tLe futur~ of 

the Territory s11ould not be decided hastily ss regards the integrnticn or 
', . 

future association of the :rc·rritory into a :political entity which vo uld. bi?. 

larger, and· ·that · that future should be t he subject of a decisic•n of the 

populat ion; to· be 'determined by democratic means. 

In the field ·of public service we have noted with seti.sfact:Lcn the _progressive 

Cameroonization, particularly in the South. Progress is slow, h-::,wever, and· 

should become more active and hP. P.Xtm:d~c: to t.f)~}lr:: i.cnJ. !;lH·,,-i..:!AS i.n all :'ir:.lds . 

With regard to .the judicial : :-:itnP.t.icn , we have noted. the efforts of _the 

Administcring·Authority to separate trie executive and· judicial powers. These 

efforts., it appears , were connected with the ~.~ntr :::l exc::cised. by District 

Officers over t he judicial organs and the appeals functions entrusted to 

~r:c.gistrates . · We believe that officiais should be entire.ly eliminated in this 

secondary.. stage of j1.i'dicial funat'ions . The Administering Authority should also 

talce steps towards abolishing corporal :punishment. 

In the economic field we have· welcomed the measures t aken by the Administering 

Authori t~, to·· improve· the economic situation or" the 'l'erri tory, especially the 

introcluc·tion of ne,-r crops and the· expunr:'ion of communications and co- operatives . 

'Iowever, we have noted that the efforts in the development of f ood crops and · 

industry ho.ve not been sufficient. In ·most of the re~i0ns of the North, 

improvement·s in agriculture , . in cattle- feeding ·and soil. conservation continue 

to constitute an urgent problem. 

It a:ppears that no progress has been me.de irithe North as ·regards the 

".)reservation of forest :resouraes up to -1_955 ;· -

He ·note also that zte.lnutrition is one of the main caus·es of mortaiity in the 

L1e rri tory; · 
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The balance of :payments has been characterized by an increas·e in 'imports · 

• c?:1cl u t'tecre~s-3 :in ei~ports, t:D.e 1at'cer affecting particularly bsnanas and i·ubber ~ 

l:e hope that this clecline is or..ly tempor{\ry and will not · have-protracted effects. . . . . 

The: impor t. o_f certain prodµcts·, s.uch as beer, does not seem ·to us to -be vital: ' · .. · 

at o. time . .Fhe:1 the .Terr::.to:.cy. ::.s sno .. rt of. fruits and ·vc(;eta~l:ss:.· . . . . . ' 

.We }:layc L!1e im~ression., in st~1.1dyinc; . the · E:,~oncm.ic. si t1.iat :!.on, 'that the . ·~ -- • • . 

ir,volved. s.t-ruc.1;ure of the economic and ad.'<linistrative. service·s have· made it . . • ;; •·.· · ·. , ' . . 

d:..fficult , to jv.dge the over-all · economic s;i. tu at ion · in the Teri'1tory. • This •. 
• , - . •, 

co:rplicate?, . s tru~t-~re l;eacb to the splitting up of respor1sibili ties and, ·therefore; :: 

ii? . i s diffic1=1_lt . to pa_ss . jutlgeme4t ~ . Thus, i, t _would be advisable for the : . ' .. • 
I • •• ; .- • • • • • > • • •• • 

Territory . to have, as .. far as poosible, an- economic administration· of its · own . .-.· . . . . ~ 

He have _no~ed that ~he Administering .Authority obviously -is• nnxious- ·to ' 

promot~. the inv.estment of foreign .capita.l in ·the Territory and bas gran:ted .; • 

conc_e._ssions . ~n . terms "fhich, although to · some. extent they protect ·tbe· intere·sts·• : 

of the. . . _il).9-igen_ous popµlation , are nevertheless open to ciiticism; F'dr : example; 

certo.i~. ~on~essions •.coq_cerning vast tri-1.~t-s of land are not reasonab1.y··:1:1m1ted'.-· 

We fc~l that o.~l co~cessions, whatever their purpose, .should be subject--- ·to > ' ' 

reasoni1ble restrictions · and. . shou,ld not-, 9e · .solely'. depende'nt • on such- agreei11ents · ns .. . .. . .. . . . . 

a.re .co:-,cluded 'between .th~ A~in_;i.stering: Authority _and the ·conr.et,s,1cn::i.iries . 
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He hope that the efforts to resettle the hil•l people iri ·the plains · >1ill be 

9Ul'SUed . 

If notable .p:..-ogress hc.s been achieved. in the sc,cia.l field, much remains to 

;.)e done . In the field of ecluct:.tion, it -appears that the N6r~he:m part of the 

lerritory is still quite backward in• all respecto, as far ao schools , school 

;:i,ttendance and availability of. teachers are con-:.:erned . The ge.p bet~-,een male and 

female pupils is also ver-:,' wide . Educational statistics should be improved in 

0rder to show the. capacity of the schools and the distribution of t ·he school 

~hildren among .the various grades . Vocational training does not seem to be 

aatisfactory and the number of teachers for the normai schools seem to be inadequate . 

As regarcls the labour field, the inspection· services for supervising labour 

;:onditions in the Territory do not, in our opinion, seem to fulfil ail the 

cequirements which attach to such services . They c2,nnot accomplish their mission 

;ntisfactorily . A single inspector is, of course, not in a position to fulfil the 

,normous task which is entrusted to him. He have also learned with surprise and 

:egret that. there were no newspapers in the Southern Cameroons . In addition, we 

1ave noted that the audio -visual means were n0t sufficiently developed, and that 

cadio b roadcasting was not sufficiently discussed· in the annual report . 

As rega.rcls the field of health, although the report :for 1955 shows 

;onsiderable progress, efforts remain to be undertaken in order to develop the 

iealth services in the North. Medical services in schools must be established . 

. cti vi ties between hospitals and the dispensaries must be co-ordinated. Medical 

.ersonnel must be trained and medical centres must be established in each region, 

n order to take care of the· preventive aspect of medical services . 

These are the few hasty observations ·which my delegation wished to formulate 

n connexion with the consideration of the over- all situation in the Cameroons 

,1der British Trusteeship. He cannot conclude this statement ·without thanking the 

epresentative of the United Kingdom and the special representative for the 

:ourtesy with which they have always replied to our q_uestions . My thanks also go 

o ·the representatives of the specialized agencies who have been good enough to 

ive us the benefft of their experience. 
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Mr. ROLZ BENNETT (Guatemala) ( interpretation from Spanish): The 

examination of any sector of reality, whether from a scientific, practical or 

political point of. view, always presents the disadva.ntaGe that we must stop 

reality at a given moment i n order to ntudy it, as if in effect the course. of 

events of the very existence of reality could be stopped so as to examine it. 

l'he truth is that at the moment 'When such a thing is done, ,what we have left, 

for example, is the crystallized shell of reality which has continued on its way, · 

:le now have before us material which is already different and quite often far 

.cemoved from present fact . •rhis difficulty arises from the activities of our · 

Trusteeshi!) Council, and although thiG is .not the plac.e where we can solve such 

an important metaphysical question, we believe, however, that ve can hope for the 

examination of events closer in time . 

These considerations, upon a situation whi~h is perhaps w~tbout solution but 

l·lhich may, ori . the oth~r hand, have some. possibility for il11)?rovernent, arose in our 

.i1ind when we examined the documents and the <;levelopment of events in the British 

8arneroons . Ue regre.tted, for examr:>le, that it would not 1,e possible to annlyse 

until next year the.results of the constitutional conference which will. be held in 

a few weeks time concerning the future of the Federation of Nigeria and whi ch, by 

virtue of the arrangements for the administration of the Cameroons, will be of 

special importance for this Territory. 

In the meantime, there has been further i mplementation of the political 

reforms introduced into the Government of the ~ameroons by virtue of the 

Aigerian Constitution Order in Council of 1954, which gave effect to the propoGals 

~greed upon at the London Conference of 1953, which was .then continued in Lagos 

lt the beginning of 1954. 
According to the terms of the o.fore1nentioned . lo:w, the Northern :Region of the 

eerritory continued to be a part of tlle Northern Region of Higerin, whereas in the 

Jouthern sector there was established a Government with a quasi -federal status, 

as was stated by the Administering Authority. The· terms under which these reforms 

will be carried out was stated by the Secretary of State for Colonies of the 

United Kincdom in a dispatch which f i gures as annex.Bin the annual report for 1955, 
My delegation realizes that in a few weeks time there will be a conference 

on further constitutional deveiopments in the Federation of Nigeria, and we feel 

that in order to avoid future difficulties, it would be advisable for all parties 

; 
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conce:cnecl to .study the adva.nto.ee of estnblishi-ng -p0lftica2: insti tutioi1s for· ". 

the Northe).'n Ree;ion of the Te1"ri -tory· ·separate from the Noi·thern Region of the 

Federation . · Thus, we would· respect·· the juridical· status of the Territory and 

we would. make it. .possible for public opinion to· be· pr!!parea for the mor.iet1t· when 

the Terri tor~• ·must 'tleteru1ine its own· future,"· as well' as ' the ·oree.ns of government 

::..:1 the Northern section . .. The exi.stenc~ of regi6nai governments in each sector 

woul1 ulso• facilitate consultati-on !beti,een them; and .t .his would serve to 

facilitate the evolution ·of the Territ~ry itse'lf t oward tbe .attainL1ent ·of.: the 

ob,je.-::+;ives. o'f ·the t •rus·teeship regime , in the 'manner to · be determined· freely ·by 

the p:;p:ilation·. • 
. . . 

The reforms in the electoral system which were 'implemented in the s ·outhern 
:. ·•. 

Cameroons contributed to• give the new Assembly a: greater representative 

character. : He hope t hat the encou:.::aging ·results of this political . expefrinierit 
. • 

and the work' which the · Assembly ~1ill do 1dll make. it possible , in the near f uture , 

to have all .the members of the Assembly elected h:'/ un·iversal suffi'a.ge·~ 

Accor.ding· to • the· electoral provisions, all inh:i.b i tants ov·er . twerit;:,1-·one years . of 

a ge who have paid their ·taxe·s can···vote . It . so b:i.ppens , · h6i-iever~ that th~:. 

obligation of paying taxes is ,hi:iid. ·by inhaoi tants )lhO are sikte~~· years "of age 

and over; that is to say, for some five years thE!y pay taxes witiiotlt ✓o'ti~-g~· 
Such a situ.itiori, in··our opinion; must be ciianGed ·so as tb b1:1·ng '1t ·1nt~ 

conformity v1ith'' the pr'inciple of _ho ·taxa-tion ,/ithCJut representation. On the 

other liahd,' ydun(i meri nrtd 'wotnen ·1n tr6pic·ai' :regi6ns ·· reach maturity· ea~li~r tt1~ . 

elsewhere; e\ Uier bec.ati.se • of t he c;eogr.aphical · :~ma. pliysic~l ~edium or ·:ror • 

anthropological reasons, and so forth, and perhaps even because· of the 'interaction· 

of all' ·these factbrs . . We feel · that. the· ag~ of eighteen, as has alread/ been • 

d.eterr'oined b'y many · co'i.mtries,' is a··ver:/ reasonable age ·at ·which to grant:·the· vote ~ 

Jur delega:tion recomniends th~t .. t he Adminis'ter:i.~g 'Autho~i ty should c6n~ide/ the 

C:.esirabilit;:;· of ' extending the vote ·to ' ~e'n and ·wo;eh · fi•om the a ge cjf . eightee~. 
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F~:rthermor e , we do not . feel 'tlurt requiring the 'payment of taxes as a 

prereq.uirdte f'or voting is the best · way to' '(fnc·oti;age ' the f ·ulfilment of civic 

duties., . We feel' rather that by separating· the. obligation to pay taxes from 

the r:i;ght· ·to vote , ·a great deal would' be gained. 

•. Political progress in the North must he spee·ded ·up1 an·d this action mus't 

run para._llel' 'j·Tith' n greater effort in the · economic, soc ia.1 and educational 

f i(;lds, b\1t particularly . in the latter field of ed:.,cation. 'If the resources 

cf the ordinary budgets are not ·suff'icient to achieve an increase in ··the 

(.; ;; ,,l~:ational field as requirecl 'by circumstances, • it · would be ~ppropriate foi the 
f.Cci.'.ni~tering Authority to ·consider ·a special' plan, · perhaps even an emergency 

r ,L::.n , ·,. finfrnced out· of extraordinary resources . 

l:70 ere happy. to see·. that the· political' p~rties in the So'utherri C~-~ero~ris 

pur"c_icipated actively fo· the recent elections . 

i~t'.",:::-ect._ by • the people · in general · e.nd the parties ,in partic:'ulal' is an indfo.ation 

of their prol:\1·ess and augurs we].1 for the future , 
. •. , 

:The pow~rs of the -Governor General and the Commissioner, on ' the oh~ h~nd, 
and the :r:ights -of legislation limit quite · considerably· the powers of ·t h~: • • .. _ 

autho::.·ities · of .the Southern . Carneroons . · Our delegation does· r'lot hesitate to 

u1·ge the AdministerinG· Authorfty ,· to broaden the ·poirei·s of the· ·1ocal Assembly 

and the E:<e~ut_.iye -Council . : The Advis(lry Coromit-te·e for · th·e i'roi:-t hetn . C~meroon~­

was establ~shed -in.: order to· preserve the idfmtity .'of the Norther'ri' c~ineroons 

as a separ."te entity a.i:f:ferent from Nigeria . My delegation has ·studiecf the · • .-

information available concerning. the activities:: of the Advisory Cbmmit'tee; and 

~re put .. questions _to the special rep1·esentative ·in order t .o obtain a ·more· 
~ ' . . . . . . 

compl ete picture of the work being done by that Committee . 1-Ie have not bee~· ' 

convinc.ed . t .hat the Committee has talwn .any decisive or eff'cct:i.ve action to 
; . . ' 

prese_:s'.'e th~, i~entity of the rforthern Region of t,he 'Trust Ter ritory. It seems 

t o us ratJ:i.~! that it has _contribut~d to the growing ·rner1:ser o:f t,hics part of the 

Territ.ory ':·tith. the North_ern Region of ,the Federation· of Nigeria . My delei~tion, 
\ . 

in st~_ting :th.is, doe.s not wish thereby to indicate that the ,-rork of the· 'c·ommitte'e 

is not use;f11l , Jn fact , it may be that".for t he r.dmi nistratio'r~ of the Region 

its activity n:ay be of ereat value, but what we doubt is .that· it is effect1v·e1y· 

fulfilling the principal purpose for which it was cr eated. 



DR/ jvm T/Pv.777 
57 

(~ir. Rolz Bennett, Gustemala) 

As regards local government, the available information indicates that iri 

the South the Native Authorities have been completely reorganized in the 

Division of Victoria on a representative basis. We see that in the Division 

of Bamenda in 1956 elections 1,ere held for a new Coun.cil by means of a secret 

ballot, which was the first time .that this took place. There was also similar 

progresr; in the Division of Mamfe . In the North .alr;o the Authority at Adarm'..,•1a 

recognized the principle of admitting six elected members to the Central Counc i l. 

However, this progress is still very slov, pnrtic11larly in the Northern 

R8gion, and it does not correspond to the urgency of the sit'.lation created by 

t ::1e rapid evolution of the political events in the Federation of Nigeria. 
1·:r~ must mention our concern because of this slmmess . in the political development 

of the Territory, all the more so because •.re feel that the · institutions of lo.::al 

gcvernment constitute cells of vital importance .in the political and administrative 

structure of the T~rr.itory and 1-Tithout whose existence we do not really have 

governmental solidity. 

The access of the Cameroonians tq public administration is a problem closely 

connected with the educational :process . . The policy of the Administration to 

the effect that the Caraeroonians can aspire to cny post in the civil service 

is an excellent policy. The reality, however, is that there are very few 

Cameroonians who fill the requirements for these important posts, and this shows 

once again that t~ere is an educational lack in the Territory and that there is 

an urgent need to put into practice more vigorous measur~s, even special and 

extraordinary plans, as we had suggested· on one occasion. 

I no:i-r come to certain outstanding asyects of the economic development of the 

Territory. 

The separate manner in which the two sections of the Cameroons under British 

administration have been administered has brought about its lack of economic unity. 

The two regions into which the Territory is divided, one in the North and the 

other in the South, separated by the basin of the B.enua River, gives rise to two 

separate economies, with very few points of contact. Both regions have distinct 

organs of government an~ administration, separate ·budgets and separate bodies 

for economic development •. 
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The eco.nomj,,c.and.:financial penetration of the Northern Region -seems t'd have 

come closer and closer to the Nort·hern ReGion of the· Federal ·Rept1.blic of Nigeria , 

They have CO!f.mon federal services such as inspection of prciauce , comptrollerships, 

etc . . The .R~g ional. Government is. responsible for the projects which are Being • 

carried out. in the Northern Came;r:oons ,dth rescnu-ces · coming from the Fund for 

Deve.lopment and· .Colonial Welfare. They have a unified budget as a matter of 

fact . 

The Southern Region of the Cameroons, on the contrary, has its Territorial 

A.,;Gembly having powers so that it can obtain revenue. from certain sources ,-rhich 

:i::·e not subject to the Federal Government of Nigeria . It also has local 

a ,>:iinistrative organs such as the Permanent Committee for Finance . Furthermore, 

t t.c Southern Cameroons is being developed economically as a sepa;rate geographical 

en·tity although we lack sorr;e data for analysis of this situation. The 

r;to.tistics are not complete , . In effect, the considerable movement _of exportations 

through Nigeria is not knmm to us , especially as regards the amount . The so.m.e 

thine is trne for imports so that it is difficult to calculate a trade balance . 

This sho~rs the administrative a):ld economic peculiarities of' the Trust 

Territory thnt we are no1,1 discussing, Th~re arc serious difficultien here if 

1-1e ~-Tish to evaluate the economy as a whole . Since the Southern Reg ion is 

very different , the Administering Authority should pr ovi de complete fig1J.res fo;r 

foreign trade so that we could have it as a basis .for judgement in this matter . 

Our delegation received with interest the nel-7s of the establishment of the 

Development Corporation in the Northern Region , and we hope that in future reports 

a full account will be given of the work of this organ and also i ts .. ,ork in 

promotin5 co-op~ratives and providing technical assistance to the farmers of the 

Northern Region . He were happy to not.e the encouragement being given in this 

region to coffee and cotton plantations . 

As the Council is aware, the most important factor in the economy of the 

Southern Cameroons is the Development Corporation, both because of the size 

of their plt.ntr~ti ons, which cover more than a hundred thousand square miles, as 

well a.s for the variety of its products , namely, bananas , cocoa, palm oil and 

rub be}: . It handles a high J?.ercenta{?;e of exports and imports and' it has 

controlled the maritime ports . The Development Corporation of the Cameroons 
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rr.akes great profits, but due to its policy of financing its inventrnenti:; from 

its current income and amortizing such investments during the· san:e yea-,:- under 

consideration, some years it registers losses, as was the case in 1955. The 

Mjssion of the International Bank had also taken note of this practice, and in 

one of its recommendations it asked that it justify the payment of £200,000 

a year for a term of five years on behalf of the Government of the Cameroons. 
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Concerning this matter, the special r epresentative gave a· report to the 

effect .tho.t .this was being .studied • . · Ny delegation would e:x:pres~ ·thehope thet 

the Administer ing Authority .will keep the C0uncil up .to date on the results of · 

these inciu;iries and. inve~tigations, because ve believe this •to be :a ma.tter of ·. 

importance . ·. I • •• 

During the question and answer period in the economic field, the . special . 

r epresentative .said that the ·wealth of the Territory ~onsisted in the abundant 

l a.ncl which .is not yet under c1.lltivotion and that.the Government of the Cameroon~ 

was consider;ing the establishment of enterprises; such as plantations f.or forestry 

exploitation •. • It seems . that this also is . giv~ns good results because, private 

capital is becoming interested . in this great agricultural expJ,oitation • . ·The 

mode:1:nizo.tion of the economy of the Cc1meroons should include the qev.eJ,opmeq.t of 

. ·these .plentations, due to the trop.icel, . nature_ of. the ,country, but ,we mu,st: 11ot 

lose sight . of the fact the.ii ,the land .r .emains.·the .. greatest source of .wealth of the 

Territory and th~ref:or.e • it is. pesirable that pri va:t,e . ~gri.cultur.al enter:prise~ 

sh.ould: cr.ing (iirect benefi1<s ~o t:he . inq.;lgenous .popµ.1v.tion, by training thel)l . :to 

use ,the . land 1 ... to ·fight plu•nt '.diseases. e.nd • so, forth . •These must be pr ograJµne.s 

which are conducted at the cost of the enterprises and are in charge of expez::t.s •. 

Other examples Goul d·be .Biven :. for instance, roads. oahou.ld .~e -buil~ .PY : 

theoe ple.ptations and these ,plantations .:-sho.µld ~stab~*sh . ana, mai~tain schools :a-n.d 

hospitals . . , 

It cannot •be. doubted that the establishm~.nt of plantat:l.!)ns const,itutes. an : •. 

important fa.et-or. in t he de;vel9pment ·o'f the _economy of the Cameroons; . b:ut .tp~r~ : 

are various .ris1rn:.1n.volved. . .There may be p9werful foreign .interest~ ,i_i:ivolyed, .. , 

which may . .cet. up . ~ possiple. <:iisequilibrium with regard to. the g~nu,ine. int;erl;!.s:ts : . 

of the C.araeroon~ans .. .... :Th~ conditions una.er which concessions .are .gra:nte.d. i,;ho.ul.~ 

be su~h. thnt ,.they will ,t1ssura. the greatest bene;fit to the Territory. apa.rt, .r-r:om. 

the paynE:nt .of, r e~.t .. and•. t ,axes . My delegation ,feels .that it should r ecomm~n.d ·:to 

the Admini~ter.ing 1.\uthor:i..ty ~hat it ,should report .~o the Council: ~n . . the_ .det~.1¥ 

wi.th- rega;-d .to .. thp d_;tfferent ,. a·gricu):~µra;L. and. forest_?:Y concessioµs. g~ant;ed to ... 

privat.e comP.9:nie~ . ;: ... ; , .·, ., 

Ny dclegati~A .has .rec.eiyed with ;the greatest ~nter,est the .. i!lfp~.ti9n . .. . 

. concerning the Colonial Development Corporati on to the effect that it has 
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established a system of bonuses so as to improve t he wages of the workers . 

It is important for st\.!dieG to ·be undertaken of the means by which the wages 

of the worker s in these plantations should bear; s6ine relation to the profits 

realized by these enterprises. My delegation would invite the Adr.liniste:r ing 

Authority in •its future reports to give more details concerning this matter and, 

if necessary, it might ask for the advice of the ILO, which has conducted 

special .studies in this field. 

· Since the ·current expenditures· in the Sout hern Cs.meroons are not entirely 

financed by the revenues .of the 'l'erritory and the deficit is covered by grants 

from the Federal Government ·or Nigeria, we would refer to the recommendations 

of the Mission of the International Bank, namely, the necessity to increase 

the duties ·on the export of 'bananas and to create similar duties as regards 

coffee. Our delegation endorses these recommendations. 

With regard to the development plans of the Southern Cameroons, my delegation 

has taken note of the fact that the Development and Welfare Fund of the United 

Kingdom -has made ·grants amounting ·to £1; 560, COO sterling for· projects to be • . 

carried out during the five-year per·iod ' ending in 1960 . Priority has been given • 

to projects for the construction of roads; · and my dele·gation fully approves of 

this , 

I now wi~h to make certain comments iri the social field . ·Everyone · 

realizes how important social evolution is in 'the Territory' and how "important 

it is that there should be respect for human rights. Without provisions which 

will gtia.rentee freedom of the press; of speech, of association, the right of 

petition and -personal security, it would be difficult to have the active 

participation of all the groups of · the population in the ·solution of community 

problems . Therefore, when we come to the consideration of the principal 

aspects of social development in the Territory, my delegation would like to 

insist on the necessity -- and we have done this on many other ::)Ccasions 

that such rights and freedoms should· be set forth in a statute ~rhich will serve 

as a f undamenta1· text in the future self-governing and independent life of the 

T0rrit or y , We feel tbc.t··i-ic should thus 1:e cncouragin£5_a s ense of r esponoibility 

in t he indigenous inhabitants of t he Territory and that this is necessary f or 

the future establishment· of a democrati c reg1me in the Territory. 
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In t~1is connexion, my delcgati°~n regrets that · there are stiil rc~trictions 

upon personal freedom in the Territory, that there is a system of .intervention by 

the polico· in certain ~ar:"e~. arid that d~ci~ions of the . Governor . c;~ restrict the 

exerc io~ ·o:r' certain fundamental .. _right.a and that such decisions ·have no appeal;-
.. . 

also, th~t th'e· fnllabi ta~ts do not have sufficient guarantees against abuse·o and 

arbitrary methods . 

He have noted vith satisfuction that in January 1956 an amenament wao 

approved to the J.o.bour code which deletes from this code thof)e provioions 

authorizinG ccmpulsory l abour in the fie~a of transportation . This amendrnent 

brings the lubour code into confo:qnity wi-tb ai·ticle 18 of the ILO Convention of 

1930 which prohibits forced labour . He vould be glad to see extensive 

application of similar provisions with regard :to the restriction mentioned in 

paragraph 575 on page 132 of the annual report. Mention is made in this 

para~raph of certai n works of cou.munal intereot which cannot be undertaken 

without the agreement of the inhabitants of the to,m. or city benefited, which 

o.greement he.s to be obta.in~d by prior consultation _or -by direct con:::mltation 

with tndr representatives . He feel, nevertheless, that among these works are 

included some the achieYernent of vhich should rest with the author ities and 

because they benefit all the populat~on they should not be the result of the 

worlt of the people of any c;iven town. • 

On the other hand, we feel that the degr ee of development of maturity of 

the in~obitcnts themse~ves makes it necessary to protect them from discriminatory 

and arbitrary measures . 

The .l\driinistering Authority r eports that the number of unions ha13 increased 
' • 

during 1955 from eleven to fifteen, •with a _total membership of .27, 900 . 

Furtherr.-iore, during the question and e.nswer period the special representative 

told us that the number of such organizations was greater by two th(:ln the figure 

given in the report , in other words, there are now seventeen unions . In view 

of the fact that the great majority of the wori<;:era in the Territory ar e 

employed by just .e few enterprises, ,re interpret this information ao an 

i ndication thet the policy followed by the Administering Authority is bearing fruit . 

The workero thus participate more dir ectly in the defence of their economic and 

social rights and we hope that the Administering Authority will in future give us 
more detailed information on the branches of economic , commercial, i ndustri al 
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and agricultural branches of activity in which the members of the~e new 

unions are employ~d. 

, In _concluding our remarks on the. labour field, we would express t he 

hope that the Administering Authority will see the J?Ossibility of further 

imp::oving, the labour legislation _in the Territory by the adoption and the 

appl~cation of the new conventions of the ILO. 
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My delegation feels that fine efforts hwe been made to improve the 

stando.rcl of livin'g of the inhabitants as well as 'to e:.::tend rne~.ical and health -
' . ' -

SCl'Viccs throughout the 'l'errito:::y. • With regard to tt.is mitt.er,- "'e must indeed 

vfo'>r ,,ith satisfaction the i nauguration :>f the Bame::ida llo:;pital·, which was 

oi;;/-.:2J at the beginning of this year, as well as the worl< which was begun on the 

co~wtruction of the Wum Ho::;pital. However, ~.,c feel that such efforts are not . 

in confo::".'mity withth~ grcwing requirements of the Territory ond we express the 

ho;e. that ' the· Ad6inistering Authority will intensify its efforts along these 

l:.a-i..1s nnd will not limit itzelf t6 the treatment of endemic diseaces in these 

20.10i; rr-.•.':; will rather go 0?1 to t:1e irnpro-,reMc:mt in a preventive rnor.ner of· the 

he-:::.1+):i. s:.:tuatic.n of the Territo:'.'."y , The numbc:· of doctors is s-t::.11 very low, 

and. vc are sure that· the Ac.,,::inlsterin~ A,1thority wi::.l asre8 tho.t the medical 

r.;t::rff r.itwt be i:lcreascd and that the Ca:,1er-:>onians rr,c.st be tnlined in the medical 

a!iJ con:1ccted brenches. 

F::x~~lly, my dele1?/ltion wo11ld u:Lsh to express its concern over the 

co~,,;·ide,:~ble ::increase in certain offences tried. by nntive courts during the 

p8~icd 1951-1955 . In ·view of the d:l.'scre:9anr::y in these offences, such an 

i~cr:~a Ge, in our opinion, constitutes an ir.dex of tbe scc5.al si~l.:ction. · ·It is 

perhaps the re suit of economic 1:nd social causes, and ·eny,.:of all of this should 

be stud.ieC:. very carefully, 

The riost iw:9ortant aspects of educational develc:i;:ment obvicu::;ly ·ae::oerve 

\-Tith regard to this matter, de,cm1:ent ·•j~/l';C~l, which 

contains the,,.,obr:H::rvations of UNESCO, is very use1'ul. We have ca:•efully -Bone·· 

over thei,e· o·oszrvations and we rw:orm:,P.nd to the i,drdnistcring. i-.uthority, as well as 

to th~ or13ans of eov~~-r:.ui::mt of the two re13~ onu of 'the- Territory, that the most · 

ca::cful conside::.·aticn be giy2n to this UNESCO Bt·.1d;/ ., /; ·new system which 

es-:c::blishes soma six ·:,,-ears of prin:ary- scllool and. -t:.wo selective yenrs .of higher 

pr::.niary e·ducati,)n , rather· tho.n the division i ·:oto two ·periods of fcur years as 

wac the cnse· j;lr~viously; m.:i.y inc1icate an impro1;ernerit in primary ·education, but, 

if such a benef::.t: is to occ-lr, the school sy::..tern ·mus~ incr::c·3e th~ coefficient 

of retenti.on of students fro:n one year to the next. The data wr.ich the 
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six--two plan is effectively achieving its goal. School attendance i::; still 

very precarious because,of the whole school population between the ages of 

seven and fourteen ,only 22 per cent attend school. Thin percentnge is e~ren 

y:,•.1 ~,: .. l::.. observ::: tl1at the r,e,:c0uta;::;0_ i.n the North zuZfc~reci a decrease an 

reg~rds the total student body,nct only in 1954 but also in 1953. In 1953 
it 1-ms 9.3 per cent of the total of the students enrolled. In 1954 it went 

np "c·o 10.5 per cent~ but in 1';)55 it drcp:9ed to 8.3 per cent. The school 

for great concern that progress has been achieved no slowly. 

Porticular attention roust be :paid by the J\dministering Authority to the 

ef.t:.~a·;:.~.cn of uo·:-c:,.::i. b8canse, as we cDn see from tl:e data contained in the annual 

1'-iy delegation 

personnel, but, in view of the importance of this probl em, we do not hesitate 

to recommend a re -examination of the educational plans with the object of 

f:i ;1cLl ".lC sou:e :r;e£>ns of making haadway in this field. r~ this examination, 

pa:r:" ... ic-.;lar a<:.teDt:io.n sl"ould ae j,.;;1id to the d$ZiJ~ability of' e2.iminating school 

fe.en in primary schools . My a.slc:;gation feels .that the j_)rimery educatj_onal 

system should be universal and free, since it is the minimum service which a 

community should give to its children . On the other hand, we fear that the 

payment of school fees may be one of the reasons contributing to this lack of 

enthusiasm for education which the !administering Authority attributes to the 

population. This seems to be also the opinion of the i,dministering h.uthority 

itself, to' judge by what we . read in paragraph 760 of the annual report: 
11Poor attendance is caused chiefly by lack of interest and 

enthusiasm for education . Inabil:i.ty to pay school fees, and tile desire 

to have the boys for work on the farms, especially during planting and 

harvest, or for fishing, and the girls for work in the house or on the 

farm and for looking after the babies, are further factors . " 
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The use of certain vernacular languages for teaching presents interesting 

problems , especially in the North of the Camerocns , In June 1953 t'NEGCO 

published a pamphl et whi ch contains the report of the meeting of experts on the 

use in educati on of African languages in .re l ation to the use of English . The 

meeting took place in Jos, northern Nigeria , from 17 to 29 November 1952. If 

the studies and r ecommendat i ons contained i n this publication were not sufficient 

to throw light on the problem brought up by the Vfsiting Mission in 1955 in 

paragraph 364 of its repcrt , it would be appropriate for the f,<lministering 

Authority to request the co--operation of UNESCO so as t.0 st udy the s ituati on in 

greater detail, as was recommended by the Visiting Mission . 

The extension of secondary education depends to a great degrek upon the 

limitations of primary education , and the same may be said of higher education . 

The Territory has not yet any in~titutions of higher education, and for that 

reason s+;uc.~r~t2 have to leave the Territory if they wish to pursue higher studies. 

Taki ng into account the educational needs of the Terr itory, we feel that we 

shoulcl recommend a consi cler able a dditiona l effort in the field of secondary and 

higher education, synchronized with the effort he i nG rnadP. j n ~,r :i.mm:y educat i on. 

The training of teachers also requires urgent attent ion . The n'll!'nber of 

teachers decreased during 1955, and this shows that also in this aspect of 

e ducational activity a careful re-examination is required. 'I'he increase in 

the scale of sal aries for teachers , which came into effect i n October 1954, is . 
. 

a measure whi ch will :probably c ontribute to attracting candidat es to the teaching 

profess ion. 

The progr ammes for ac.ults and fundamental education seem to have acquired 

gr eater impetus and this is a development which must be vi ewed with satisfaction 

because the high percentage of illiterates makes it necessary that there be in 

the Territory a vigorous car.ipaign to bring f undament al education to the adul t '" 

population . My del0sation would l i lte to encourage the Administering Authority 

in its efforts in this field, and we should hope that more detoiled information 

will appear in the annual reports in the future . 
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• • Similar:ly, ue 110uld request that ·the Administering Auth?rity in its , 

next report to this Council give us more .complete <leta concernin~ the b~inging 

of education and cul~ure to the population by radio . It . would. be a ve1:y f .ine 

thing to. know , as · wes suggested by UNESCO , .the contents of the prograr.lln~o 

broadcast to the African population, the number of radio .~eceivers in the 

Terr.itory and their distr i bution , · and whether there is any plan to bring . such 

radio receiving set.s to the populat i on. without involving .a Prohibitive cost . 
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Before concluding, my' delegation: would like to . tharu:;: the representa,tive of 

the Un;L ted Kingdom and the s1}ecial representative .for their contributions . to our. - . . . . \ . . 
. debate . They both co-operated fully and their interventions contribut!=)c1 t o t he 

ciai-.i :fi.cation of"nia~y points . concerning: which there had been scree doubt . In 

addition, ·they shed considerable. light on ·coming events;· ·such as the conference 

which is to take pla ce· o.t London. 

grati t·uc1e to· t-he-' r epreuentati ves of l.JlliESCO p.nd FAO, 1-lhO :reade. irite'resting 

contributions ·to the· debates of the c·ouncil. • • 

The PRESI'0E1Ti.' : 
. . . . 

' This conclucles the statements of the. members of t p.e 

Council on 'the· Trutt Territory of ' the C~meroons uncler 'British adini'riistrati'on. ·· 

'l'omorrm·; h1;·.:.Cou~~il: ~-Till 'hear the' closing' 'ste.t~~ent·s· by' th~ special • 

: ., 
ST.\TE1-8f7I' BY THE Ul\1DER-SECRETARY 

k::· . COHBN (Under-Secretary, Department of 1.rrustceship ): Earlier this 

afternoon the Council was informed of the tre.gi_c deat h of_ the Chairma.p, of the 

Advisor;y: Council ;for. Sop;alilo.na, the ctistingui~h~d Egypti.in aiploriat ,_ Minioter 

Kaffi~l Eddin Salah . In or der to co~plet e the· record on ·this very ·sad matter, I 

shOi.qA :like, .,with t _~e .President.' s. p.er niisoio~, i;,o r ead a tel,qe;:i;-~~. iThi~h the 

Se ~re:t;ary:-Ge~eral has just. i;ecei~~9-- fr.cm .t he Presid~nt of · tl~~ .. i,~·ii~l~t::i..ve Assembly, 

Nr .• Ab~ulla Osnian., . a~d· from. the_ fyi~e i,iini~te~ of :the 'a~;e~nn~~~t· of ·s~~~ii~a_nd,/ . 
. •, . . . . . . . ' . .. . . : ·. . :: ·. · .· 

Hr. Abu.1:'l. llahi .Is:m, . _w,hich pt<1-:te~, the. following : .. :· . . 

• . _,;_The._:f.,e~i~lative As·~~r,ibly n~d the Gov_ern;uent o_f_. So;.aii; -~hare in the . . ' . . . . . .. . 
deep mourning ,rhich he.s. befo.llen-.'!;he United No.tion~ following t he grievous 

·... . :. .' . . . : · .. . .... • • • . . . . • ·.:· : • ).: =: 
disappearance of the Cho.irmo.n of the Advisory .Co).ll1cil, }•iinister Knm:l -~ddin 

\ . ~ . . . : 
f:3alah, v;i.ctimized by an. irresponsible individual who shall be exemplarily 

punished .". 
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E..XAJ:-IIlk"..TION OF. FETlTIONS: 183rd and 1811th REPOR.l'S OF THE STANDING CCNMIT'l'EE ON 

PE1.r1TION3 (T/L.743, L,744)ffigenda item 1:±.7 

The PRESIDEr·JT : The 183rd report of the Standing Cornmi ttee on Petitions 

contains in its annex five draft resolutions proposed by tpe Committee. I shall 

~ut each of these draft resolutions to the vote separately. 

Draft r esolution I was adoptec1 by 9 votes to none , with 4 abstentions . 

Draft resolution II was adopted by 7 votes to j. with 2 abstentions. 

Hr . Sl<lOLDEREH (Bel5ium)(interpretation from Frepch): I believe that 

there i s an error in the drafting of draft resolution III. Operative 

paragraph 2, instead of r eading 11Con,siders that the two complaints of the 

petitioner are outside the competence .of the Standing Committee on Petitions", 

should read "Considers that the two compl~ints of the petitioner are outside 

the competence of the Trusteeship Council1'. I believe that this is a material 

error. 

The PRESIDETu"T : That will be corrected . 

Draft resolution III was adopted. by 8 votes to 5, with 1 abctention. 

lvir . BENDRYSHEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation 

from Russian): In paragraph 6 of section IV of the report, we find a paragraph 

which was included in the initial text of the draft, which states: 
11ExpreGses the hope that the Administering Authority would take 

measures to avoid the imposition of ~ouble taxation on the indigenous 

inhabitants of the Territory." (T/L,743. page 10) 

I should like to have this paragraph put to the vote. 

Hr. SMOLDEREN (Belgium)(interprete.tion from French): I should like 

briefly to recpll to the members of the Council exactly what this double 

taxation means . There is double taxat;i.on when someone pays the same type of 

tax twice on the same source of revenue . If the petitione;r: is subject to 

peroonal taxation, then it is the minimum personal taxation. In addition to that, 

if be has land in British Togoland, he pays taxes on the r evenue from his cocoa 
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It 1s · not the. same. tax; tbut c ons.titutes _two ·d;i.fferent .taxes . 

Cons~quently, · the principle of double taxation. does not o.p'j?ly . The r opresentat:l.ve 

of the Spviet ' Uni.on, ·however, ·proposes that we should con_oi.uer this .as double 

ta::ation. 

The P~smr:1::r_: The Council. vill now vote on. the amendment prop9ped by: 

the representative of the Soviet Union. 

The amendment wao :re.jectec1 by J.O votes to 3 . With- 1 abs~ion~ 

lf, PA',l.: h'TIN' (Buniln) : I merely · wish to· explain my_ vote . . I yoted 

aga.inst. :the amendr:'lent because r.1y : deleeation ·does .. not consiqe:r tl)at .dou1J.le: • , 

ta.;~ntion •is relevant .to this petition·. ·. 

Draf t resol tition IV wc.s ndcrptea. ··y:v: ., lO. voten . to .none, : with -4 abstent-ions . 

Draf t resolution V lTa.s adopted by 7 V<:>tes to none . with 7 abst_enti..£::_~• 

'l'he r ec ommenc18.t:i nn .. £onta i.ne::1 :i.n ~arg F,!'8.Pn 7,. l?ngc 2 ci' tho r e-:)ort . we.s 

adopted·. '.by . 8 . votes~ to n0ne . , wJtb G .ab.-etent-ions • 



HA/ran T /PV. 777 
56 

The PP.ESIDBNT : I should now like t o draw the attention of the Council 

to paragraph 6 of section v, appearing on page 17 of the English text, in which 

the Standing Committee on Petitions re~ommends that the points -raised in 

petition T/PET.7/520 be taken into consicle::.--ation when the Council next examines 

the conditions in Togoland under French administration. I shall now put that 

recoffiillendation to the -rote. 

The :re~oill!llendation contained in paragraph 6 of section V was adopted by 

7 voten to 2, Hi t:.1 5 abstentions . 

• • The PRESIDENT: We no,r come t o the 184th report · of the Standing Committee 

on Petitions, contained in document T/L. 744. This report deals with petitions 

concerning the Carneroons under British administration. It also contains in its 

annex nine draft resolutions proposed _by .the Co1r.n:i•~·.tee, which I should like t o put 

to the vote separately. 

Mr. BENDRYSHEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation 

from Russian): In paragraph 8 of section I, we find a paragraph which was in the 

ini tia.l text: 
11Recommends to the Administering .Authority to take n;ecsnres for 

the democratization of the local administration in the Nsaw region and 

also to create such conditions as would guarantee the rights and safeguar~ 

the security of all the inhabitants of the area, including the petitioner ." 

I should like to ask the President to take a vote on that paragraph. 

Hr. Sl-10LDEREN (Belgium) (interpretation from French): My delegation 

will vote against such an amendment because it is not in accord with the request 

. made by the petitioner, who only speaks of the differences with his Fon. 

Furthermore, the request made by the representative of the Soviet Union would be 

better considered when we come to the Territory as a whole. 

Mr. BENDRYSHEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation 

from Russian): I do not want to cause us to waste time and to explain why I want 

a vote on this paragraph. I think that all men:bers of this Council are acquainted 
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wi~h tnis petitio.n . In this petit~on, there ._is a_. e9mplo.iot,.. we· are told th~t an 

indigenous inhabitant wa~ driven by the Administering Authority from the pl~ee 
~ . ' . . 

where h~ had. 11 ved for a long_ time, and he ie not allowe_d :to return because . he 

does no~ . follo'W' c.ertain_ ~u~t 9ms a:pd does not respeet the chief. Without due 

:proce?s, _this: in_digenous inhabitant has been deprived of .. his rights of residence. 
. .. . 

When w~ examined the petition, _it vas determined that the .conditions which 

hindered the democ_ratic development of this Territory -- and the Administering 

Authori~y r ecor,nized that more democracy must be brought to th~s Territory. 

That is w}:ly I want a vote to be taken on this concrete proposal. 

Mr. sr.~OLDE..'l"{EN (Bclgi um) ( interpretation from French) : I do not know 

whether the:::'e is a difficulty in the inter:preto.tion, but :i..t i:;eemed to me that the 

representative of the Soviet Union stated that the petitioner was forcihly chased 

out of the Territory by the .Administering Authority. I believe that is inaccurate. 

The petitioner was chased out by the mob -- and) in order to be able to flee, 

he benefited from the protection of the Adr::iinistering Authority. 

The PRESIDENT: I shall put the proposal of the representative of the 

Soviet Union to the vote. 

The :pr oposal wa.s re,1ected by 8 votes to 1, with 5 abstentions. 

U PAW HTIN (Burma): I should like to explain my vote. I abstained on 

the vote because my delegation felt that inclusion of this paragraph in the draft 

resolution might prejudice the efforts which the Adulinistering Authority has trade 

to democratize the local administration. In our opinion, this aspect of the 

responsibility of the Administering Authority should be to cover a . general area 

rather than confine itself to specific cases . Furthermore, the Trusteeship 

Council could take this fact into consideration when examining the Territory of 

the British Cameroons in general . 
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·The PRESIDENT : • I sho.11:- riori put · tc; the· vote ea:·ch of · the· nine ·resolutions 

contained in the· annex· t;'o . do~umeht ' T/L , 744 . 

'.Draft r ·esolution I wes t1d0J.?ted by' :lo' votes ito· :none~ ,-rith 4. absten:tio'n:; . 

Draft resolution· II •·fras adopted by 13 vct.es to none ♦- -1-,ith . 1 · e.os'tention. 

• Draft resolution· III wc.s ad6p_!;e~_,y_lO ...!_Otes • to r.on·e:. ,-1j_th 4. a.ostent.ions . 

Draft· resolution IV was auopted by 10 Yotes ·to· ncne , •with 4 abstentions , 

Draft r esolution v was adopted by 10 • votes to none, 'i_ith· 4 abstenti ons·. • 

Draft res·oJ.i:.tion VI was adopted by 13 votes· ·00 none . with l ubs~;e'ntion , 

Draft resolution VII was adopted by 8 votes to 4. with 2 abztentions ~ 
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Nr . GIDDErl ·(uni.ted· I<in~dom): • _ .. My _del~ga.tio~ w~ul9- .like to ask for a . . . 
. . . . 

separate vote on the last 1_,hr::.::JP. of' paragraph 2 of .-'i.r.qft rcr:,.lution VIII, which 

reads as followe,: 110.nd to take alJ. necess ary measures to ensure that the 

Soppo Bobila villager.s are provided with a sufficient ar.:ount of fertile nnd 

conveniently located. lo.ncl11
• 

t•~Y delegation will Yote u5ainst that phrase . Paro.graph 1 of t he 

<1·,·;:,.:--.·t resolution makes it . clco.t· that .the Administering Authority has already 

conducted an ii.1q_uir.Y. o.ncl . has eiven its as:3Urnnce that it will conduct a. 

further inquiry with o. view to providing the petitioners with la:1d to so.tisfy 

their present needs . 'The terminology of the last phrase of paragraph 2 , which 

I have just rec.d out, h,s.,3 a peculiarly pe1•croptory ring, which is nr:-t in 

accortla.nce with the undertaking given by the Administerine .L\uthority. 

U PAH HTIU (Burma}: I merely wish to call attention to a slight 

correction which should be :made in paragro.ph 8 o~ pa3e J.6 of d~cument T/1 . 74Lr. 

The first :phrase should read: 11At its 431s.t meeting, the Committee ap:proved. 

by 5 votes to . n~me, with l abstention II . . . . 
The PP.EGID!;;IiT : Tlla.t correction will be 1~s.de. 

I now put to the vote the last phrase of paragraph 2 of draft .resolution VIII, 

·r, 0 ,ginning with the words "and to take ell necesscry r.:easores'\ 
' • 

'.!'._he ;ct.:::-ao~ ,ras r e;jected by 7 votes to 4, vdth 3 abstentions . 

Dre.ft resolution VIII, as nmend.l'!rl . was adopte~by 8 votes ijo _none , ~,ri th 

5 abstentions . 

Draft res olution IX ,ms ado:pted by -8 votes to none . ·with 5 v.bstentions . · 

The· recor:ir:1e udation contained in po.raf\raph 3 on page 2 cif tlocrnuent •r/ 1. 7t~4· 
was adopted by 8 votes to none , with 6 abstentions . 
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EXAt,UI'!ATIOH OF T}IE ANNUAL REPORT OH THE ADMIIUSTRATIOH OF T:iiE .TRUST TERRITORY 

CF TCGOLAl'TD UHDEn FIIBHCH AD.MINISTRATION FOR 1955 .(T/13.CO, 1304 and· Add. l; 

T/L .740) [Agenda item 3i/ 

The PRBSIDENT: I call upon the represcntati ve of France, the 

J\dr:::iinistering Authority of this Trust Territory, to make a statement to the 

Council . 

Mr . Bl\.FGUES (France) (interpretation from Frerich) : In presenting 

the statute of the new self-governi ng Republic of Togoland at previous sessions 

of the 'l'rusteeship Council, the French dclego.tion has e;rrphasized the evolving 

nature of that statute. 

I t is true that a political situation is rarely static ; that it must; be 

changed. and adapted to the circui:1stances; and that, to the extent that it is 

defined by a text , that text must be periodically emended. . This is particularly 

true of a country lilce Tocole.nd, whose er:iancipation has been r.iar!:ed by the 

adoption of highly oricinal structures. 'l'hus , these structures could not be 

determined on the basis of any precedent , but had to be laid dovm after trials 

and errors and certain necessary clarifications . 

That is the precent position. A decree of 22 !,iarch 1957 aL~cnded the 

decree of 2li August 1956 co;1cerninc; the statute of 'l'ogolancl. Some of the changes 

which have been macle are relatively t:nirq:iorto.nt, but others relate to essential 

points . I shall refer to the changes which, in my opinion, are the n:ost 

characteristic ;i.n that they transfer major powers from the Administering Authority 

to the Togolese Government. 

Previously, the Legislative Assembly could only be dissolved by decree 

of the HiGh Commissioner, taken on the proposal of t:1e Prime Minister. Now, 

the Lec;islative Assembly can be dissolved by a decree of the l'rime i-1inistcr, 

issued c.ftcr consultin15 his Cabinet. 

The number of l•:inisters is no longer limi ted to nine. The Prime Minister 

now iG completely free to decide on the number of r:iembers of his Cabinet. 
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The protection of the exercise of public freedoms.and the intelligence. and 

general,security services have been removed from the list of matters falling 
. r • . • • • ~ I • • • • • • 

within the province of the French Republic. The Administering Authority _retains . 
- . ' • . 

jurisdiction in this field only over external security and the policing of the 

f rontie_rs. 

The original statute envisaged the creation of a service of general 

co-ordination of adruinistrative action, to function under the authority of a 

secretary- 5eneral. 11his service has not been created. Obviously, co-ordination 

between .the services of the French Republ~c an4 those of Togoland i s necessary, 

but, . under the new provision~, th_e powers of the officials who will be responsible 
. . . . 

for that co -ordinati~n will be defined by orders adoptec jointly bJl th_~ Hi_gh 

High.Commissioner and the. Prime Mi~ister. 

I have given these few examples to inform the Council of important measures 

recently adopted. I have done so, furthermore, in order to den:onstrate that 

the statute has developed in the way envisaged in the original text. Finally, 

I have wished to draw the attention of mernbers of the Council to the complexity 

of the problems posed by the adaptation of Togolese o.dminis·trn:tion to the ·new 

structures resulting from the new statute, 

Thus, the local authorities are faced with a heavy end delicate task. 

To meet it, they must demonstrate mature political judgement. .Efforts from 

all sides will be required. The local authorities must have the constant 

assistance of all the administrative personnel at their disposal, That is why 

it has not been possible for the Administering Authority to include in its 

delegation a special representative who would be fully cognizant of the situation 

in the Territory. The present delegation will, of course, do its best, in 

the absence of a special representative, to give members of the Council 

all the explanations which they may find necessary. He wish to apologize in 

advance for any gaps which rnay be found in our docwnentation. 

It must be noted that the Commission appointed by the Preside~t of the 

General Assembly in implementation of the Assembly resolution of 23 January 1957 
will leave New York in about a month. This Coranission has the task of examining 

the entire situation in the Territory resulting from the practical application of 
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(Nr . Ba:rgues , Franc.!_) 

the'·'·~tatute·. ;_, :.it :~lill :fuinish' 'the,· '.J.1rust ~eship ·c6uncil, ':Lb. a ' ~el)'ort to ~-e e'*amined 

befo; e the t~'~lfth s~~~i·;; 6f the·•' Getie~al isscmb1y';· th'e'° rndst i:~·ce'nt inf'o·r itat16ri' , , 

on thJ,;: iit~o.d.~~- ':ti1 1.fogol~nd. , This ,wulcl seem :t~ t~k~·· il.w~/ a ra.t'h~;·· 1~~ge .pnri :. 

of the~, int~{rest of. the present debate• ' 

In any case , members of the Trusteeship Council will undoubtedly adini t • • •• 

that the exarilirw.tion of \. tbo.t part of tii'e .i\dmi~isteririg' Authbr'it y I s 'i-epoi't :Which 

relates 'to political ' progress dur ing 1955 can now· be iht~ri~ti-ne ·o~ly in" retro·~prict':· 

'· •.• •, :'.l'he 'PRESIDENT: ·· I should lilf.e' to recal1'··to' th~ 'cot'.idc11' t hat , 'e:t . it'e( ' . 

75Gth\n~~tiu;:,, 'i.t ··a~'cidea. t o ·g· r~rit a"hea~ing "to the Coruit'~ :,d~ ·1 1Unite to~oid:tJe . ' • u ____ _ .-..,,,...___._ .. _ 

The repr~sent o'.tiv~·• :of that orr;nn:i~ation/'i1r . ··sylv;i1:_;_i oi~ii6 /'h~~·:.a~rivea.' iri ·::. • 
New York. He iG not prepar ed to sl)eak todo.y/'tJtit ·~. if ''t~~:te','is no 'obje~tio~·,· :tlie 
Co~h~ii :;d'11 he~/ 1~itn • to66~~~w. • • • .. • • 
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··' -The PF.E3IDE!IT , . .. We '. neve ·ccraplc·ted tozce,~- 1 s i;\genda-.._·, _;h~ye.-__ arp :thr-ee items on 

,-; ,.:.r' i:-. e;e:;t,~·- -S:o -..· · ::,o mbr·:co'\-1: . -the , hc~~,,in~ of, ·the • pet~ tioner·;·. tho :·.cJ.oz:i.nr_:; statem~nts of 

t ts: r e::_-: .. e :.'e.:,_·,:'.:,B-dve· .r-,f v.h.c': U!~.H.eff Kine;dom. anf .. the s;peGj,.al· rep:cesc':tative of the 

Br i1;i;,h (', ,,r -.e ~~"'or,f~; :a.r.d the r_:_t1.estio,:L1g:; in• the, ::_:;;oli~ic,,:. field, oi.' the 

:;ep::er:P.:ate.t::.v,~ ;,,.~ F -~·;:.:H:f":' on 'I.'ogoL.,;1,~. unier F::cench· c.(
1.ninie t1·c.tion , 

Mr. ROLZ BENNETT (Guatemala) (interpretation from Spanish) : • I should 

like the President to -be kind enough to· tell us whether the Draftir.g :c-ommittee on 

the French Co.maroons is lil,ely to meet in the near future . 

-The PRESIDENT : The Draft:i.,1g Committee will meet tomoroow at 10 . 30 a. . m. 

Mr . ROLZ l}EN}!E'IT (Guatemala.) ( interpretation from Spanish) ! In that 

case I should. lil~e to point out that, during the general clebate on conditions in 

the French Ce.meroons , my delego.t-ion made a suggestion to the effect that we should: 

leave open the chap·ter re l ating to political conditions in that Territory in the 

hope that some ne,,,s mieht yet come • in wi'th ree;ara. to ai,proval of the new Statute 

for the 'l'erri to":i::-y ~ From i. "1formation ·which has appeared in the Press , we 

understand that the Statute has been approved. The F1·ench Press has produced 

:l n1\):i.1-:-:nl:. i rJ, t ·l:, n t he effect that final parliamentary touches have been given to the­

Statute and. tho.t it is fully in force . 

In these -circumstances, · and since the Drafting Committee is about to ·begin 

its work, I would ask that the £rnggestion of my ·delegation -be ta.ken into 

account to ·the effect that thi~ matter might be left open so that -we should have 

an opportunity to cl:iscuss it either at this . session or at the twentieth· s 'ession 

of the Council and, in any f"W:r.t- ·, .so that our report to the· r.c:,ct ·session of the· · 

General Assembly might contain an examination of recent everits in 'the · Terri torY· 

·a::-,-i the matter would not be left in complete . 

In the opinion ·of my delega-tion, the ··1·e-presentative o:t.' 'France, better than 

anyone else, miGht-be able to tell us whether, a.t ·our present· session;we shall 

receive such ·1nformation or whether we shall have it at· the·tw-entieth session . 

In any case, whatever dec i sion ,1e ma-S, take will 'have : some ·irifluei.'lce on ·the worlt of 

the Draf.ting :::ornr:'1ittee and that is· why · I -vished the council to take some action in 

• the matte1·, • pa.rticularly -:with ·resard to .. the suggestion:•of-··my d~·1eaation. 
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Mr. BARGUES (France) (interpretation from French) : It is true , as 

the representative of Guatemala has said,- that the Council of the Republic, which 

had before it th~ Statute previously adopted by the Nati!'lnal Assembly, has 

approved the draft . Therefore, it has become a law and, in or~er to he 

implemented, has only to be signed by the President of the Republic, if it has 

not already been done -- it will take only a. few dnys . Therefore, the Statute 

can be applied.within a very short time. 

},Iicht I say, by way of information, tho. t the amendments intro_duced :i..n the 

debates in the National Assembly referred to points of detail only, ;;o that the 

general provisions of the Statute are those the outline of which I indicated 

in our debate on the Cameroons under French administration. In other words, the 

Statute adopted by the French Parliament is, subject to the reservations which I 

have indicated - - namely, a few more amendments - - the Statute that was adopted 

by the Representative Assembly which introduced important amendments to the 

draft submitted by the Government of the Administerins Authority. 

Ravine; given this inf'or:r.ation to the Council, I wish to mal~e a few remarks 

with regard to the proposal of the representative of Guatemala. 

As I stated in one of my interventions in the debate on the French Cameroons , 

the very pace of our work inevitabl y implies that a review 0f the :;ituation in 

a Territory can be made in the Trusteeship Council only after some time has 

elapsed. But we must pursue this review regularl y . If we are to talrn into 

account the changes introduced by the Administering Authority in the various 

-Tz-ust Territories, our work will be disturbed and we shall be returning in . the 

same year to the situation in a. certain Ten~itory. To the best of my knowledge, 

the Council has never proceeded in that way. Important refonns have often 

been introuuced in the Trust Territories - - those under French administration, 

under British administ~ntion and under Italian adr.linistration - - and, to the 

best of my knowledce, the Council has never devoted special meetings to a review 

of these refonns in addition to the meetings which it normally devotes to a 

review of the situation in question . 

Furtherr_nore, if there is a cl1ange in the political or administrative · 

structure in a certain Territory, this change is examined by the Council at its 

next regular session, during which it nonnally reviews the situation in that 

Territor y . It does not seem to me that there are sufficient reasons to change 
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the proced1.f're• .. ,,lii'ch we M.\l'e' ·'.ffollm:,od thtis' fur. :: Howeve1-; ·may:!, s ·o.y in' thfs •. 

respect: "that· r~:/ Governnicn't .. liaif ccmmunicated its in-terition ·:to ·s-ubrni t to" -the' 

Trusteeship Council o. commurii'cation regardinG the 'ne·w Statute 1'or the CtimEn;-ob.ns . 

UnfortunnteJ.y, I · cannot tell the Council today when the cor:imrn1ic:'ation viill be mncle , 

However, I do no-~ believe thn.t it is necesna::r to awe.it its arrival for the 

IlraftinG Coir.:ni ttcc to concider the political si tuatiori in the •.rerrito·i~y, tali.ing • 

into ·o.ccount the clebatec which we hive 1ml. To proceed othe1"i·tise· might n:ean , 

es ·ree;ai·c.1s puoJ.ic opinion in the' Territo:i.'J' , that the ·situation was a, difficult 

one be·co.use • a decision by the ' Council ,rnuld leave the political zituffcion -in 

suspense encl recoruriendations aclop-ted. on thi·s occe.sio'n rriight '··consti'tute a vacuum. 

'I clo admit, ·tli.at -we firict oui:selves fe.cea. wifl-i a situation 'i·lhich i z SOli!eWhat 

anomalous . B~, takine; into accctmt such a!lcmni'.;y~ · we mu·st ·also· bear in mind ·the· 

fe.ct tho.t it is desirable for the Council to follow a. normal system of ·wol'k. 

I do not belic\re that··,:,-e· ·should·be go·vern·ed by the · fact that there i s a coincidence 

in tir,:~ , n;1r,:ely, that the new Statut e Qf the C aiaero::inz han become final ·durinc;' a •• 

Council seGsion and that its implementation will follow rapidly upon the closing 

of th~ c,_mncil ' s se~'sion, since the SttLtule will , e.1;"°·n11y ~1oin~nt , .be 'e11acted. 8,S an 

official· lmi. It will · be published. sho1~tly and it·· i's, the.ref ore,: ccmcei vable 

that possibly,· during the next. month , the LeGislative AsscrhbJy of the Cam'e1~oonG 

will be called upon to invest the .. first Government with i ts nei, powers . I · 

believe that the Prim~ 1,iiniuter he.s e.l reacl:,· l>een appointed -- at leas t·, he·: hns 

been named·. 

In the light of these consi~erations , I do 11ot believe that the Drufting 

Connd ttee Ghoulcl be prevented from ·continuing ,:1ith its · work, tal.i nc into account 

the informn:tion that has been given officially by the Fre'nch Government on bch<'i1f 

of the Territory . 
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M.,.. . MUFTI (Syria)(interpretation from French): My delegation .had 

occasion to support the proposal made by the representative of Guatemala. It 

is a fact that tne statute which we have discussed at auch length has created 

a certain note of opti111ism in this Council regarding the political situation 

in the Trust Territory. If the Administering Authority does not now wish the 

recon;rnenclations of the Drafting Committee to take the Statute into account, 

then I think that we might refrain from asking t he representative of the 

Administering Authority, to give us additional information, as requested by the 

delegation of Guatem:ila, If, on the other hand, · the Statute is to be rcentioned 

in the recommendations of the .Drafting Conipittee, my delegation feels that it 

should be referred to in its final details, These are the reasons why my 

delegation shares the vieirpoint stated by the representative of Guatemala regarding 

the need to have additional information on the Statute . 

The PRESIDENT: Do I take it that the representative of Guatemala 

is making u formal proposal? 

Ifr. ROL7.. BBNI'J}!:'IT (Guaterr\ala)(interpretation from Spanish): In effect, 
. 

the suggestion which I mode had a very clear goal as its objective, namely, that 

if there is to. be approval of the Statute during our present session, it would 

be quite logical to think that our report to the General Assembly phould contain 

the most recent data concerning conditions in the French Camcroons . On more 

than one occasion we have had the opportunity to state that our examination of 

the Territory is quite often behind the times and t hat when the conditions are 

examined here in the Council, or let.er in the General Assembly, the events have 

been by-passed by more recent events . Therefore, the matters contained in the 

report to the Assembly are often quite old and stal~ . 

I think that on this occasion we have an opportunity of bringing our report 

up to date. He also thou1sht that it would be in the interest of the 

Administering Authority to provide addition~l data, because it is a step ahead; 

it is evidence of progress in the Territory. That. is why we took t he liberty 

of making this suggestion during the general debate. My delegation wishes to 

ask you, Mr. President, to leave the matter pending today, so that we can think 

about it overnight and consider it again tomorrow or later on when we have had 

occasion to exchange views. 
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Mr . BARGUES (France)(interpretati.on from french): I am sincerely 

convinced that the reprqsentative of Guatemala, as well as the repres~n~ative 

of Syria who supp::,rted his propooal, are moved by the sane desire. to be of 

service to t;he Administering Authority antl to the Trust Territo_ry. 

thi:, concern. But I find myself in a rather de1.icate situation. 

I share 

Hhen there 

is an important measure that has been applied in. the Territory, it is nn act 

of courtesy on the :part of the Admini:,tering Authority . officially to con;.'111.micate 

thin meai:,urc and have it accompanied by a summsry, Clearly, the French 

Government had not been in a position to present its cor-.JUcnts and to present 

a summary, since, as I have already indicated to the Council, the St~tute adopted 

by the Territorial Assembly., had not -yet been approved ?Y the French Parliament 

Hhen it was ,being .discussed. Tod~y_the Statute has been voted upon. The 

decrrze will be e:nacted, !'i:r:at. of . o.11, in the :French Republic, anrl thep in the 

Territory itself. 'I'hat will tatc a feu days. 

My Government , will submit the communtcation to which I .have referred. 

Ho·uevcr, I am not . in a position to say uhen the· communication will be 1.mbmitted. 

Above all, I hope th:.:rt the co~cern. which animates my coll~agues .will not hamr,er . 

the •.rork of the Drafting Committee , I share their con~ern, but I believe that 

ve ought to allow the Drafting Cor.·,mittee to continue with its work and to do 

so on the basiG of the information given by myself and the special rcpr~sentative . 
' 

Both of us are most willing to assist the Drafting Committee. 

Hhile a1-,aiting this communication from the French Government ;1hich 

cannot be. received until _such time ,as the Statute is implemented and the first 

Cameroonian Government .is constituted \-re must avoid having the ,,ork _of the 

Drafting Committee. left_ in suspense , becauae in the eyes of the Cameroonian 

po-pulntion, '.rhich will tuke cognizance of the United :Nations documents, it \Till 

then· appear as though we. had neglected the po_litical· a_spect of the .p:..·obJ.em 

of the, ad~inistration of the French Cameroons . 
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I have as!ted to speak a gain, and I apologize· for this, • in order t o tncl icate 

t he scope of the reservation I rr:ade as. a result of the interventions of the 

r epre::,entat ives of Guaternala and Syria , 

br , ROLZ 13BITNE'I~ ( Guaten:ala) ( interpretation from S?aninh) : My de l egation 

is quite ready to respe~t t he natural courtesy due to the delegation of the 

Ac'lministering Authority, so that th,~y can in d"J.e cour.s.e present the · official 

text of the Stat ute and the comrr.ents they wish to malrn . However , sin~e the 

representative of France himself' has indicated that the possibility exists that 

his Government rr.ay submit this information to the Council in t he near fut~re, 

I ':.rould lil,e to offer the following concrete proposal, namely, t hat ve should 

not hold u11 the ·.1ork of the Drafti.n3 Cornt'littee . 'rhe Draftin3 committee should 

meet and proceed in normal f'ashion. In t he second place , He should leave open 

the possibility, if the information concerning the a pproval of the Statute comes 

'in from the French Government in good tir.!e, of holcEng a brief discussion on the 

St atute and. incorpoi'ating the results of' such cxar.1ination in the document prepared 

by the Draft ing Conmittee . 

interests being voiced here . 

Perhaps in this ,·!ay we , .. 611 have reconci_led the 

Mr_~_}''iUFTI (Syria )(interpretation from French) : May I 11:ake an additional 

proposnl to the one just rr.ade by the representative of Guatemala . • \!e might, 

for exam1Jle, ask the · Draf ting Corr.mittee on tt:ie French Gi!meroons to take up first 

the consideration of the economic and soc ial conditions in the Trust Territory 

::ind to leave the chapter on the political situation open, in order that v-"e rr.ay 

have the information ,,,hich might later be included in the report. 

Mr . BARGUES (France)(inte~pretation from French) : I am most grateful 

to my t ,ro. colleagues for their respect and understanding, nnd I support their 

-proposals . 
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The PRESI DENT: I take it that if any official information should 

be forthcoming from the French Government, it would :not be discussed by the 

Drafting Committee; it will come before the Council. Naturally, we will 

discuss it first and then, on the bas.is of that discussion, the Draft ing 

Committee may make its recommendation. I think the matter is very, clear now. 

The Drafting Committee will commence its work tomorrow as scheduled.. It is 

up to the Drafting Committee to consider wha.tever subject it uishes . The 

President has nothing to do with that matter . B.ut we do have a clear 

understanding of how the Committee should proceed. 

The meeting rose at 4.30 p . m. 




