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EXAMINATION OF CONDITIONS IN TANGAWYIKA

(a) ANUUAL REPORT OF THE ADMINISTERING AUTHORITY FOR 1954 (T/1205, 1221 and
1223) [igenda item 3a/

(v) PETIPIONS CIRCULATED UNDER RULE 85, PARAGRAPH 2, OF THE RULES OF PRCCIDURE
OF THE TRUSTZESHIP COUNCIL (T/PET.2,L.k and §) jigenda item 4/ (continued)

At the invitation of the .resident, kr. Grattan-Bellew, special

representative for Tangauyvilia under United Kingdom administration, took a place

at the Trusteeship Council table.

Econonic advancement

lir. BARGUES (France)(interpretation from French): In paragraph 61 on

page 12 of the annual report of the Administering Authority there is interesting
information concerning the progressive substitution of British officials by
hfrican officials. It is stated that the number of African Assistant District
Officers has increased from seven to fifteen and that during 1954 the first
“African District Officer was appointed. How are these African officials chosen?
Do they have to meet the same requirements of professional ccmpetence and general
culture as ZDuropean oifficials, or is the Administering Authority following a
policy which would scmewvhat favour the African officials? Has the Administering
- Authority adopted less severe rules Tor the recruitment of these African

officiels?

kr. GRATTAI-DBELLEW (Special representative for Tanganyilke under United

Kingdom administration)s I will deal with the question in two parts, first of
all dealing with the position of Assistant District Officer, and then with the
position of the African District Officer. The number of Assistant District
Officers at the end of 1955 was twenty-three. It is hoped that that number will
be increased still further year by year. The Assistant District Officers are
selected by a locally appointed board from members of the existing service. They
vary, of course, and some of them may have been in the clerical service and

others, perhaps, in one of the technical departments. But they are chosen on
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(Mr._Grattan-Bellew,
Special represencative)

their past record, oh their standérd of education, and on their general abilibty
to fulfil the duties of an Aséistant District Officer, in which they are called
upon at times to carry out the sane duties as a District Officer. '

As fegards the African District Officer, he is the first African to be
egppointed to this post and he has the same qualilications and attributes and
neets the same requirements as those required from a Buropean recruit to that
post. | -

It is not intended to lower the standard of District Officers. It is
considered that that would be a very shbrt-sighted policy and certeinly not one
in the interest of the fubture of the Territory. It is important that, as the
Territory develops, the standard of the higher grades of the Administration should

be maintained and, if possible, even slightly improved at the higher level.
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(Mr. Gratton-Bellew,
- Special representutygg)
and they handle all the serious cases, in the subordinate courts. Unfortunately,

they do not as yet have enouzh of them to make e complete separation, and we also

have to overcome difficulties of cormunications, and so one. .

lir, CLAEY3 BOUUAERT (Belgium) (interpretation o French): In the

course of previous discussions on Tanganyika and in previous reports, the
attention of the Council was drawn to the impcrtence, within the Territory,

of differences within trives. I would like to ask a cuestion of the special
representative conceining the precice nemination of African distriet officers.

Is it a mabter of indisfersrce for Afvican district officers to be sent to any
Territory or to any tribe, or are there differences in this comnexion? Is it
pozsible that certain tribes do not accopﬁ ce;taiﬂ district officers vho cecme from

tribes other ftlhan their cwa?

lir. GRATTAN-PRLIFY (Special representative): When it comes to

appointing assistant district officers -- and I can speak frem my own experience
because I have served on the board and had to help in selecting them -~ the
question of tribe does not enter into it. Quite frankly, although I could
recognize one or two men, or several men, by their features as being ¢f a certain
tribe, apart from that, I do not thirk it ever entered my mind as to what tribe the
men vere. The situation has never arisen, as far as I know, of a tribe refusing
to accept an African as an assistant district oificer, or for any other position,
because of his trilve, arnd I do not think that situation would arise. It is
something vwhich has never °nuerud my mind until the question was asked. Therefore,
this shows that that question probably does not exist. Cf course, I do not rule.
it out; it might happen- I think that if the Administreticn saw any danger,

it would prcbably try to avoid this situation because it mignt, aggravate the
differences between the tribes t~ have that situation arising.

.

Mr. CILAEYS BOUUAFRT (Belgium) (interpretation frem French): The reply

given by the special represcentative concerns the assistant district officers.
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If it vere a district commissioner, would there perhaps be difficulties? I would
like to have the view of the special representative on this? Has there been a
case between the Sukura and the Chagga tribes, for example, where their district

commissioner was not asccepted?
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Ly GI““TLL—E“LLEW (Special representative): Ve have only one
African District Officer. ' That is way I thought tl:at the question referred

to the Assistant District Officer. Thet situation has not arisen, No doubt

it is a metter which the Adainistration will wateh very carefully because I

see that it could well arise, perticularly as betveen some tribes. They ;
night resent very nucn having a District Officer whe is an African from another
tribe. As I said, it is a metter the occurrénce of which the Administration.
will try to avoid.

liv, Grattan-Bellow withdrew,

ATTATILERY BY THE TRUSY ITRRITCONIES. JF THE CBJECTIVE OF DELF-GOVERIMENT OR

SIS

TIDEPEHDEIICE /bﬁrﬂ'\r ASSFIBLY RESOLULTION 9hG (X)7 (A/RES.309) [Agenda itea 97

Atarer of Americal}: Ia this case, as in ny motion

like to move egoin that the Trusteeship Council

note the rc*urt of tne Genex al fgsenbly on this iten.
. o

1lr. GRUBYAKCV (Union Soviet Socialist Reyubllcs) (;nuerpretdtlon from

Russian): In the cpinion of the Soviet dele"aulon tn*s qpestlon dealing with
the resolution on the éttainment_by the Trust Territories of the obj ctlve of
self-governient or independence is one of the most impdrt nt issues on ol
aganda of fhis session, OSince it refers to all Territories, and 1ndaea to
the crux ol the probiem of Trusteeship, namely, the final stuge in tge Trus teeaﬁ
Systea when all Territories at przsent under Trusteeship shall havg gttalneg_'
indepencdence or self-govermnment, the Soviet éalegation considers that the
question denerves ths most earnest consgidsyation 2t this r‘*—:ssion. - _ -
In its resolu tlcn, the Generzl Asseubly expressed regre etwith re epect

to the fact tiat in last year's report of tue Trustees ship Counc1l tne¢e as
no separate section dealing with this matter, as had been reconmenued earlier
to the Trusteesiip Council by the Assenbly. The Assembly also pointed cut that
it drev our attention to ihs importance which it continues to-attéch to the

question of the a$téinwenu by the Trust Territories of the obgect1va of self-
govermaent or independence. IHecause of that, the Soviet delegation cornsiders

it necessary to make the following statement
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(ixr. Grubyekov, USSR)

The iuportence of this problem snd the need to solve it “ave been
repeatedly stressed by resolutions of the General Assexbly and by tne Trusteeship
Council. The attention that has been devoted to this issue by the Assembly
and the Council is fully justified since the United Notions, in esteblishing
the Trusteeship Svsten, determined that the rain purpose of this systeil in
accordance with the purposes of the Organizotion ceonsists ol promoting the
political, econoimic and socisgl progress of the inhabitants of the Trust
Territory, their progress in the educational field and tl:eir progressive
development towarés self-goverment or iadependence,. The Cherter, in-

Article 76 b, refiects the cocptention that the Trustesziip Systen, which wes

set up after the wer, has as ivs pLrpcse the progress of tie non-seli-zoverning
peoples from & state of non-self-governaent towvards a state of self-governuent.

One cannot f2il to teske accrunt of thie cbviocus fuet that the peoples of
the dependent territories, =aiver nuny years of huniliction and suffering
under colonial dcmination, are hogefully ewaiting from the United Kabions a
decision that will enable them to free themsalves at last from the ceuturies-old
colonieal yoke, to achieve. self-governuent or independence and tﬁ'become full-fledzed
nembers of the community of nations. he question is over-ripe, It is a vital
problem from the'point of view of the beoples of the Trust Territories. It
cannot fail to be of ccncera to the Stetes iembers of the United Ilations whd
have assuned the obligotion in regard to these people end who have also assumed
the pledge to suprort and maintedin interwational peace and security.

In recent years, there have been vast chaﬁges throughout the world. One
of the characteristic traits of our times is the change in the political stedus
of'the countries of Asia and Africa. There is & vast historical process of
awvakening going on with respect to the peoples cof Lsie snd Africa. They are
béing avakened tc active political life. This process is going onat full speed,
and no force can stem it. One can say that the synbol of our times is the
movement of the peoples towards self-governuent or independence. Africa and
Lsia today are no longer the same Africa and Asia that we knew yesterday.
liany countries have alrealy achileved self-government and have taken their fate

into their owmn hands.
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The era Of'colonialism,howevef, is not yet over. GCuite a few countries
in Asia-and Africa continue to live under conditions of colonial “domination., .
Quite a few peoples of Asia and Africa are still subject to exploitation,
racial discrimination, end they are deprived of the most elementary human rig ghisy
Sueh a situalion neaus vest suifering. The civic and economic developient of -

these countries has been glowed down. Of course, the responsibility for this -
rests not oa the peoples of Asia ond Afride but.on ihie coloniel Powers who
have established this ovder of aifeirs in these Territories.. _
The colonialists are sloving dovan and heaupering the developaent of indigenous
industriec. They are chstructing the raising of th: cuiturel level of the masses,
and the prosperity of these masses 1o not incre asing. All the countries which
wish to follcw the road to progréss mst becone first of all econ cmically and
politi

!Jo

cally independont,

Histocrical experience enows clizariy that the deliverance of the p=onles
from the colonial yoke unlezshes their creative capacities and enables thenm
to progress in every field of enceavour, .The time is nearing when the nefarious
effects of colonialisn shall be overccne and the economies of these countries
shall stand on their own feet. ; .

It iz to be noted that fcr a long bime the colonialists have stated, as
they continue to state, that the colonial peoples are incapable of administering
themselves; tha Lithey-ﬁave not yet reached a point of development vhere they
can settle their own fate; end that they are not yet ri ipe for independence or

self-governnent.
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Yet the experience of those peoples who have achieved self-government belles this
contention. We contend that peoples cannot be divided into capable and incapable
people; all pecple are equal if you establish equal'oppoftunity for their
developrent,

Events have shown that the days of coclonialism are over, even if
colonialists have not yet vanished from this earth. Take Africa, for instance,
which we are diséussing at this session. It is still nearly entirely divided up
between European countries.- There are different types of colonial policies, but
this does hot improve the lot of the pecples under tihis colonial yoke.
Colonielism is a pubiic shame which gives rise to hatred among peoples and to
the subjugation of some countries by others. It is not surprising that the
~ peoples of these countries, therefore, are raising their heads against the

colonial regimes aﬁd are demanding ever more insistently their independence and
self-government,

The condemnation of colonialism has been generelly recognized, and the
Bandung Conference is evidencc of this since it reflected the continuing
strivings of the peoples of Africs and Asia towards peace, national indegendence
and progress in the eccnomic, cultural and social fields. The repreéentatives
of twenty-nine countries of the Asian and African continents were present at this

" Conference, éouhtries in which more than half of the population of the world
lives. These countries have handed down a severe verdict. Thney have considered
colonialism as an all round cvil.thaﬁ should be liquidated as quickly as
possible., The Conference of the twenty-nine countries and peoples has solemnly
procledimed its full support for the principle of self-determinetion, and it has
appealed toc those people résponsible to grant independence to the colonial
re oples, :

| The colonial policy i1s élosely linked with the-violation of human rights,
mass persecution and all kinds of other evils, and these evils exist in many

“countries on the African continent, and particularly in the Trust Territories.
Yet the peoples of Asia and Africa, awakening to réality, are demanding respect
for fundawental human rights.

The Bahdung Conference décisively condemned the policy and practices of

racisl discriminetion and segregation which continue to bte the basis of relations
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(Mr. Grubyakov, USSR)

between peoples and governments in large areas of Africa and in other parts ‘of
the world. Such behaviour is not only a flagrant violation of basic human
rights, but also a denial of the basic values of civilization and of human
dignity. Violence, intgrnecine strife and divisions which the colonialists are
attempting to foment between the peoples of Asis end Africa are in flagrant
contradiction of the strivings of these peoples. The subjugation ofpeorles to
foreign dominetion and exploitation is a denial of basle human rights which i1s
contrary to the Charter_of-the United Nations and which is a serious obstacle
in the way of international peace and co-operation, The proof of the ardent
wish of the colonial people to free itself of this colonial yoke can be seen
from the many petitions thet ceme to the United Nations from many Territories. .
These pevitions come from parties, from groups, from individuasl inhabitants and
from inhabitants of communities; they come from people of every type, from
farmers, officials employees and chiefs of tribes. In numerous cases the
population demands independence with courage and dignity in such a manner that
the United Nations can ignore neither these petitions nor the movement in favour-
of 1ndependence, Consequently, the Administering Authorities, either for
Jurldicel, political or morel pretexts, cannot ignore the desires and aspirations
of the populations. Nevertheless, the discussion of the reports submitted by
Administering Authorities on these Trust Territories shows that the Administering
Authorities are not taking the necessaiy steps to promote the accession of these
peoples to independence and self-government. Furthermore, the policy and practice
of the Administering Authorities show that they are doing everything in their.
power to conserve and maintain the status quo in these territories. This can be
seen from the facts which have been discussed in the Trusteeship Council both in
the last session and @uring thelpresent gession, as well as in the discussions
which took place in the Fourth Committee of the General Assembly.

In the Trust Territories, we note that the former colonial administration
is being retained énd that the indigenous populetions in fact do not take part
in the administrations of their own countries. The Administering Authorities
lgnore the recommendations of the Trusteeship Council in favour of universal
suffrage and in favour of the setting up of democratic governments which would
allow the indigenous inhabitants to play an increasing role in the administration
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of their own affairs. All possible methods are used to maintain the tribal
system, a system based on ‘feudal principles which prevents the unity of ﬁﬁe
territories., This is a deliberate policy. One only has to glance at the report
of the Governor of ‘the Gold Coast in which he quotes the statement of

the Secretary-for'Native Affairs who said in effect that it happens that certain
educated Africens, carried eway by an alien but attractive doctrine of human
equality, come to favour representative administration, and they attempt to
install that system in their own countries, The officiel points out that the
implementation of this idea would lead to the annihilation of the native system
of government, and he arrives at the conclusion that the chiefs support the
central Government which has always had the policy of retaining and supprorting
these native institutions. ' :

The Administering Authorities, by means of administrative unions which
unite the colonies and the Trust Territories, extend colonial law to the Trust
Territories and‘deprive them of the opportunity of setting up their own separate
legislative and judicial organs,

| In the economic field, typical colonial practices are being retained,
practices. which are designed to cover the.needs of the Metropolitan countries.
Inndequete measures are taken to encourage education and as a result of the
centuries-old colonial administration, which 1s being represented as having an.
enlightening mission; the population remains largely 1lliterate. :

All these facts are characteristic of the situation in the Trust Territories,
and they confirm that the Administering Authorities for the time being are not
taking those measures that would contribute to a prompt implementation of the
purposes of the Trusteeship Bystem.

The concern of thé United Nations for this situation in the Trust
Territories was also expressed when the well known resolution 558 (VI) of
18 January-l952 was adopted. In that resolution the (General Asserbly recommended
to the Administering fAuthorities of 'each Territory to include in their annual
report information on the measures that are taken or that are proposed to be

“taken and which would be designed to prepare the Trust Territories within a

brief period of time for the achievement of independence or self-government,
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It was also suggested that the Administering Authorities should indicate:
"(e) The period of time in which it is expected that the Trust

Territory shall atain the objective of self-government or independence.” .
The decision of the General: Asserbly to include such time-limits in the
information submitted on the Trust Territories was a decision designed to
speed up the implementation of the purposes of trusteeship. The establishment'
of such a time-limit is all the more necessary since' the whole purpose and
significance of the system i1s, that it constitutes a transitional stage carried
out under the control of the United Nations, a transitional stage after which the
people will achieve self-government and independence.
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The Administering Authorities have decided not to implement this decision
of the General Assembly.- - In their reports to the Council, they fail even to
mention the possibility of thesé Territoriesd achieving self-government. - 'The
representatives of the Administering Authorities, in their statements in:the .-
Trusteeship. Council- and in the Fourth Committee .of the General Assembly, have -
been submitting unconvincing arguments that are intended to justify their
failure .to submit time-limits for the attainmént:of self-government ot
independence by the Trust Territories. In so doing they display a.lack of
~.respect for the peoples under their administration and they also injure the
dignity of thesec peoples. ;e b

I would remind the members of the Trusteeship Council of the last report
of the Visiting Mission to East Afrieca, in which several members of the Mission
stated timidly that they hoped that the Territory would achieve independcnce
within one generation. That statement was severely condemned by the
Administering Authority, whose representative in the Trusteeship Council
stated that the sctting oq a tire-limit of twenty-five years could adversely
affect the Africans. The Governor stated that it would be only in three or
four generations that the population of the Territory might perhaps be able
to assume responsibility for . theilr own administration.

It is clear that certain colonial Powers hoLe that for another hundred
years -~ for three or four generations -- they will be able to retain these
people under colonial domination.

However, we have examples of the Trusteeship System in this Organization
of the establishment of a time-limit for the achievement of inderendence by a
Trust Territory, namely Somaliland under Italian administration. The
‘eateblishment of such a time-limit was possible and it enabled the United
Nations to anticipate that the measures that were taken would contribute
to the achievement of independence by the people of that Territory.

The urgent need to carry out the ﬁurposes of the International Trusteeship
System requires that a time-limit should be set for each Territory'and that it
should be a very short time-limit. Measures should be taken to acecelerate the
achievemeﬁt of independence by the Trust Territory within that period of time.



s/1id ' T/BV 671.
17 g d

(Mr. Grubyakov, USSR)

..In view of the refusal of the colonial Powers to implement the resolution
'of the (eneral Assembly under which they have the obligation to mention in their
IrePOTtS'such time-limits for the granting of self-government or independence to
the Trust Territories under their administration, it is necessary for the
Trusteeship Council to adopt a decision that would make it obligatory for the.
Governments of the Administering Powers to submit to the General Assembly a
special report on the implementation by these Powers of the decisions taken . . ..
in that resolution. In accordance with the aforementioned statement, the
Soviet delegation wishes to submit the following draft resolution to the
I'rusteeship Council: -

"The Trusteeship Council, _

"Considering that, under Article 76 b of the Charter, one of the _
principal objectives of the International Trusteeship System is the progressive
developnment of the inhabitants -of the Trust Territories towards self-government
or independence, due regerd being paid to the particular circumstances of each
Territory and,its pecples, the freely expressed wishes of the pecples
concerned: and the ternms of each Trusteeship Agreement,

Mattaching great importance to the fixing of specific dates for the
termination of the period of Trusteeship over the Trust Territories and for the
grant of independence to their inhabitants,

"Considering that the Tfusteeship Agreement for the Trust Territory of
Somaliland under Italian administration, which was approved by the General .
Assembly on 2 December 1950, a specific date was laid down for the attainment

-of independence by this Trust Territory,

"Having regard to the fact that in its resolution 558 (Vi) of
15 January 1952, the General Assembly invited the Administering Authorities of
other Trust Territories to indicate the time in which each Territory was
expected to attain self-government or independence,

"Tnvites the Administering Authorities to submit to the Trusteeship
Council at its eighteenth session a special report both on the measures already
taken and the measures contemplated with a view to preparing the Trust
Territories for the attaiument of independence at the earlieet possible date,
specifying the time within which each Trust Territory will attain

independence."”
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The Soviet delegation, in moving this draft resolutiog on the achievement
of self-government or independence bylthe Trust Territories, gives due attention
to the fact that the Trusteeship Council, which is responsible for the fate of
these Territories and for the implementation of the purposes of the Trusteeship
System, must consider all possible means for the carrying out of these purposes.
Among such measures must be included the enactment of provisions designed to
protect the rights, the lives and the well-being of the indigenous inhabitants
and of their Territory. The Trusteeship Council -cannot remain indifferent to
any events in these Territories in so far as they relate to the interests of
the indigenous irhabitants and to the development and fate of the Territories.
One of the main functions of the Trusteeship Council is to eliminate all
obstacles that might hamper or delay the development of Trust Territories
towards self-government or independence. '

Therefore, the Soviet delegation deems it its duty to draw the attention
of the members of the Trusteeship Council to the recent item in the press
regarding the intention of the Government of the United States, an
Administering Authority, to hold nuclear tests in the Trust Territcries
of the Pacific Islands. The conducting of such tests in the Trust Territories,
as may be noted from the discussion of the same question in the Trusteeship
Council in 1954, constitutes a threat to the lives and prosperity of the
peoples of these Territories. Such action violates their basic interests
and their elementary human rights.

The use of a Trust Territory as a testing ground for nuclear and thermo-
nuclear devices is harmful not only to the present population at this time but
it may also have long after-effects and thereby delay and make more difficult
the achievement by these people of self-government or independence. The
conducting of such tests in the Trust Territory is incoﬁpatible with the
purposes of the international Trusteeship System as stated in Chapter XII
of the Charter of the United Nations, whose main purpose is, as we know,

"to promote the political, economic, social and educational advancement
Oof the inhabitants of the Trust Territories, and their progressive development

towards self-government or independence"”.
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... There should be no doubt that nuclear and thermo-nuclear tests conducted
in Trust Territories, bearing in mind. the horrible effects of éﬁéh tests,
wduld be contrary to the provisions and purposes outlined in the ,Charter .of .
the United Nations. The conducting of these tests in Trust Territories is .
contrary aléo to the obligations that have been assumed by the Administering
Authority under the Trusteeshlp Agreement. fa

. In view.of the foregozng statement, the Soviet delegation considers it
1ntolerable that such teuts should be conducted within a Trust Terrltory.
The Soviet delegation, deeply concerned that the conducting of such tests
constitutes a threat to the lives and prosperity of the inhabitants of the
Trust Territories, bearing in mind the grievous effects that may make more
difficult the achievement of self-governmgnt_or_in@epegﬁence, proposes'the

following draft resolutlon

"The’ Trusteeship Council,

"Noting with concern that the carrying out of test explosicns
of atomic and hydrogen bombs in Trust Territories constitutes a
threat to the life and well-being of the indigenous populations of
these Territories, '

"Considering that the holding of atomic and hydrogen bomb tests’
in Trust Territories is incompatible with the purposes and principles
of the International Trusteeship System'as set forth in Chapter XII
of the United Nations Charter, and is equally incompatible with the
terms of Trusteeship and with the obligations of the Administering
Anthorities as laid down in the Trusteeship Agreements in respect of
these Territories, ;

"Declares the holding of atomic and hydrogen weapons.tests in

Trust Territories to be inadmissible.”

The Soviet delegation hopes tﬂat thefTrusteeship Counéil, which has
under the Charter the bolitical and moral responsibility for the prosperity
of the indigenous inhabitants of Trust Térriﬁories, will give due attention

to the consideration of these draft resolutions.
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Mr. GERIG (United States of America): The trend and the present-
day aspect of colonialism were clearly brought out at the Bandung Conference,
to which the representative of the Soviet Union has referred. At tne Bandung
Conference, i} was pointed out by a number of speakers, and rightly, that,
while coloniélism was receding in other parts of the world, a new and worse
form of colonialism -- of colonialist imperialism, if you like -- was '
developing in Eastern Europe and elsewhere. We agree with Mr. Grubyakov that
we' cannot overlook the problem of colonialism. As to one type of colonialism,
the Trusteeship Council is doing and has been doing a constructive work, but
not always perhaps with the amount of disinterestedness that would be desirable.
But, on the whole, we believe that our work has been effective.

We adopted a resolution at our last session on the question of the
attainment by the Trust Territories of the objective of self-government or
" independence. The main paragraph of that resolution stated that the
Trusteeship Council:

"Decides to instruct the drafting committee on the annual
report on eachh Trust Territory with the exception of Somaliland
under Italian administration and the Trust Territory of the
Pacific Islénds, beginning with the seventeenth session of the
Council, to prepare in the course of its regular functions, and
in the light of the above-mentioned resolutions of the General
Assembly, appropriate draft . conclusions and recomrendations
concerning the question of the attainment by the Territory of
self -government or independence.”

The General Assembly thereafter, at its last session, adopted a
resolution which, among other things, requests this Council:

"to ensure that the procedure devised by it for dealing in

future with this question will enable it to comply fully with
the terms of the relevant General Assembly fesolutions and,
accordingly, to include in its next and succeeding reports to
the Assembly a separate section containing the informatign
indicated in those resolutions and the conclusions and

recommendations of the Council thereon,”
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Since the Council at this session has not even yet had an opportunity to
try out its own resolution -- a resolution which, as I have Just pointed out,
was the subject of some consideration by the General Assembly, which merely
requested the Council to ensure that the procedure devised by it should be'’
carried out -- it seems to my delegation very strange that we should now begin
to revise the situation, when we have not ‘even begun to act on the previous
resoluticn, '

We believe that it is quite possible for drafting committees to d6 just:
what the Council last year recormmended should be done, and we believe that that
would be entirely consistent and would meet the wishes of the General Assembly.,

t was for that reason.that my delegation made the proposal that the Council
should note the resolution of the Assembly. I therefore maintain that my
proposed resolution should be acted upon in a suitable way by the Council, -

Of course, I have not had the opportunity to examine the details of the
two resolutions that the representative of the Soviet Union has just ldid before -
the Council. I would only remark, though, with reference to what I heard him
say in connexion with proposed nuclear tests in the Trust Terfitory of the _
Pacific Islands, that it seems to my delegation that this subject has no relation
to the item which we are now discussing. At least, we cannot see the relevance
at all, and it seems to us that the Council should decide, first of all, whether
remarks on that subject of nuclear testing and the proposed resolution -- which,
as I say, we have not read -- have any relevance to thée item which we are
discussing. After -such action is taken by the Council, and after we have had
an opportunity to see what was said in this conneiion, we may wish to discuss

the matter further.

Sir Alan BURNS (United Kingdom): The representative of the United
States haé stated a great many facts and made some observations which I had
proposed to make, I should just like to point out that, as he has said, it™
was decided at a previous session of this Council that each drafting committee
should have the task of preparing conclusions and recommendations,in respect of

the Territory under examination, as part of its usual report. This seems to

1 ]
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my delegation to be the obvious and most useful line to follow. For this
reason, I agree with the representative of the United States that we should take
note of the General Assembly resolution which is now before us. In consequence
of this, I shall be unable to vote for, and, in fact, I shall oppose, the first
of the resolutions which the representative of the Soviet Union has read out to
Uuse. I have not yet, of course, had the opportunity of reading it.

We have Jjust listened to a long and typical propaganda speech by -our
Soviet colleague., He tells-us that colonialism is receding in Africa and Asia --
but he has not referred to the fact that it has actually increased in Europe and

Central Asia.

Mr. CUTTS (Australia): As the representative of the United States
has indicated, the representative of the Soviet Union has introduced two
extensive and far-reaching resolutions which; speaking for myself, I was surprised
to see brought forward under this particular item of the agenda. The connexion
tatweer his second resolution and the item seems to me particularly remote.
Consequently, my delegation would not be prepared to discuss it until we have had
an opportunity to study the text of his resolution, However, because of its
remoteness from the item of the agenda, we do not believe that this should delay
our final consideration of this item at this session.

For the reasons which the representative of the United States has given, we
believe that all that the Council is called upon to do at this stage in connexion
with this item of its agenda is to take note of the General Assembly resolution
- which has been referred to. We are prepared to support the resclution which has
been proposed to this end. We are not prepared to support the resolution which
has been -proposed by the representative of the USSR and which, I would agree, falls
under this item of the agenda -- I refer to’%he first of his resolutions --
because we believe that in its language it is slanted, unbalanced and immoderate
and does not truly reflect the attitude which nmy delegation feels the Council

should take on this question.
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3 must'say*that,kliké'%he'repreaéntétives of the United Stafeﬁ and the
United Kingdcm, I was a little disturbed at the tone and what I would describe as
the lack of balance of the statement by the representative of the USSR. But I ~
recognize that this proceeds inevitably frem the assumption -- which I presume is
the basis of his statewent -- that nothing good can be said about an |
Administering Authority or about eny aspect of the Trusteeship System, and that
the stronger one's eriticiem the better. For this reason I do nct feel called
upon to take issue with him on the details of his statement.

The PRESIDENT :  Under the rules the draft resolution in question
nust be circulatcd before we can discuss it further, Presumably,'therefbre, it

will be taken up temorrow when representatives have before them m}medgfaphed

copies 6f what has been proposed. Meanwhile, if there is no objection, wé:shall'
revert to the discussion of conditicns in Togoland under French Administratinn.

EXAMINATION OF CONDITIONS IN TOGOLAND UNDER FRENCH ACMINISTRATION (T/L.630);

( ) *ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ACMINISTERING AUTHORITY FOR 1951+ (m/:.eoa moe/ma.z,
1225 ané 1232) /Agenda item 3 e/

(b) PETITIONS CIRCULATED UNDER RULE 85, PARAGRAPH 2, OF THE RULES OF
PROCEDURE OF THE TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL (T/PET.T/L.lO to 15)
Zggenda item E7' '

(c) REPORT OF THE UNLTED NATIONS VISITING MISSION TO THE TRUST TERRITORIES

* OF TOGOLAND UNDER BRITISH ATMINISTRATION AND TOGOLARD UNDER FRENCH

wmmsmnon 1955, (T/1211 and 1228) [ﬁ{genda item 5 _/ (continued)

Gereral debate (continued)

Mr. CLAEYS BOUUAERT (Belgium) (interpretatien frcm French): ALl the
speakers who havé_preceQed.me have pointed out that Togoland under!FrenchL
Administration is on'the eve éf important developments in relation to the future .

yorientation of its political status. At its tenth session the General Assembly
‘approved the Visiting Mission's report to the effect that certain recommendations
contained in thaf report will facilitate the rea;ization of the willlpf the

\Znhabitants of this Trust Territory with regard to their future. The
Adnministering Authorlty, through the preliminary statement of its representative,

e —— e



FGB/1d T/PV.671
o P

(Mr. Glseys Bouuaert, Belgium)

has indicated its intention to ascertain directly what the desires of the
population are in this matter, and bhas pointed out that the Council will have
to study proposals in this connexion at a future date, .Therefore, it is
premature to speculate on the form, the conditions and the. scope of this .
inquiry which is to be carried out. The only thing we can say is that the
Administering Authority, by deciding to proceed eventually to this inquiry,

is acting in conformity with the fundamental principle n»f the Trusteeship
System, which is to fostexr the development of the Territory towards independence
or self-governm=nt, taking into account the freely expressed views of the
populations cunnerned, ' ' _

In this connexion the opinion has been expressed here that the best solution
would be independence and that the pnlitical evolution can under no circumstances
lead to the absorption of the Territory by a neighbouring State or by a larger
entity. This seems to prejudge the aspirations of the population and to
decide for it to a certain extent., What the Charter lays down is that the
Territory should have the opportunity to ¢hoose its status freely according to
what 1t considers to be in its own interests. It would be an mistake to impose
2 kind of isolated independence upon the indigenous inhabitants, irrespective of
vhether they wanted it or not.

I ccme now to the study of conditions in particular fields in Togoland
under French Administration. It seems undeniable that 1955, in particular, has
been a year of intense politicsl derelopment in this Territory. The extenslion of
suffrage among the adult population, the enlargerent of the membership of the °
Territorial Assembly, and the creation of a Government Council sre concerned
achievements. They are important and they mske the progressive advaxice of
Togoland towards self-administration and a remarkable extension of its own
responsibility. .

Tt has been pointed out that there are sixteen categories of electors
vhich universal. suffrage would not affect. I should like to emphasize, however,
that these sixteen éategories overlap more orllcss s0 that suffrage dces in fact
extend to a great mal,jority of the adult population of the Territory. All heads
of families are included, as also are all wvomen with at lé:ast two children. As
the representative of France has indicated, this is obviously only a stage in the

process of attaining universal suffrage for all adults in a very near future,
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- put it i1s a stage which is highly’ advanced, making it possible already for
ﬂ rost of “the population of Togoland to express in a practical sense its’ opidions’
i on the Admlnlshraticn of its Territory and on its future. The projects which
f the Admini stering Authority has in hand for the reform of the munlcxpalitiea and
f the distrzct cowneils represent other stages in the process of vorking ocut an

. internal structure for the Territory. Thus the political evolution o&f Tognland

- under French Aduiaistration is rapid end entirely in conformity with the"

: provisions of LHP Charter relatlng to the Trusteeship’ System.' One carnot but’

- congratulate the Administering Authority for that. - -
‘The genequ victure of econcumic development is also satisfactory. ¢ogoland
~ under French Aduiaistration is an agricultural country, and 1t seems likely that
it will remain 5o in the future. Mining offers encouraging prospects and il 2 hopes
- are fulfilled, the country will heve a diversified econdmy in the future: Its

{ exports have ricgen and the home market has been developed to the benefit of the

- African peasant. The Belgian delegation feels that the Administering Authority's

coming five-year plan will find full approval from this Council, The developrent

é of producticn will make it possible to lay a snund foundation fer future
: achieverments. '
‘In this field it is important to point out, in particular, the advantage
i accruing from the development of pilot centres and farm schools for the purpose of
- teaching metkods of soil -conservation. The developrent of the livestock
| prograrme 1s also of great significance, Cattle-breeding is extremely important,
» and it is conslderably advanced in this Territcry. ' Animdls are the source of

. products for the peasant; and draft enimals are a- means of maintaLnlng the

- fertility of the soil.
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It is hoped that the Administering Authcrify will pursue the efforts
which it has begun towards ilmprovement in agricultufe. The programme already
started has a good foundation, in the view of the Belglan delegation. It is
quite natural that the land tenure regime should be based eventually on a system
similar to that in the more advanced countries and one more ekin to a privafe
property system.. We do believe, however, that this reform should not be undertaken
too hastily. Not only should the immediate situation be beorne in mind, but also
the desires of the ﬂfrican population. We believe that the agricultural methods
being followed are not incompatible with satisfactory development. I should like
to point out that my delegation is convinced that the Administering Authority shows
wisdom in its discretion with regard to development in this particular field.

In the mefter of soclal progress and education, the achievements in
Togoland under French administration are particularly important and mexrit the
congratulations of this Councll. The Visiting Mission elso had high praise for
these achievements. We might recall here particularly the progress in education
and the high percentage of budgetary funds allotted to education in hygiene. The
progress attained thus far is a guarantee for the future.

The important developments in the improvement in the status of women kaeve
been referred to several times. The question of polygamy has given rise to some
concern on the part of the Administering Authority, and we have noted the generosity
of the Administration in the granting of family allowances. Statistics in
regard to population show an excess of men over women in the Territory; therefore,
it would seem logical that each case of polygamy can have very unfortunate social
repercussions. I hope that the Administering Authority will give consideration
to this problem and that its policy will not be aimed exclusively at favouring
large families, but that it will gear in mind that if polygemy is regarded as a
respectable institution it will not be compatible with sn improvement in the status
of women. |

In conclusion, my delegation is convinced that the increasing participation
of the indigenous inhebitants in the development of the country, which is evident
from the reports and from the explanations which we have heard, gives ground for

"confidence in the future of the Territory.
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Finally, I should like to express my thanks to the representative of France

?.nﬁ the epecial representatives for thelr contributions to our discussion.

The PRESIDENT: There are no further speakers on my list for this

4
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morning ts meeting.

The Council will meet this afternoon at 2.00 o'eclock.

Tha mweeting rose at 11.55 a.m.






