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A. Intrcduction

1. - In its special report (1/3169), the Trusteeship Council reported cn its
consideration cf th2 gquestion of the future of Togoland under French administration
at its seventeunth ard eighteenth sessions (see A/3169, paras. 17-35).
2. By let*er dated 17 November 1956 (7/1288), the representative of France on
© the Trusteeship Council raguested, on instructions of his Government, that a
speclal session oi tue Trusteeship Council be held, at a date as close as possible
to 15 December 1356, to consider a communication of the Government of the French
'Republic concerning the referendum which had taken place in the Trust Territory
on 28 October 1955.
3. The sixth special sepssion of the Trusteeship Council was convened in |
accordance with rule 3 of the rules of procedurc, and the Council held five
meetings from 10 4o 18 Deccuber 1955 (Théth to 750th meetlnﬂs)

B. Memerandum by the Adminigctering Authority

L. By letter dated 6 December 1956, the French delcgation transmitted to the
Trusteezhip Council, thrcugh the Secretary~Gereral, a nemorandum by the Government
of the French Kepublic ccacerning the future of the Trust Territory (T/1290), the
text of which is annexed to the present report (arnex I).
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5« In this memorandim, the Adwinistering Authority recalled its previous
memorandum of 30 July 1956 on this subject (T/lQTh),&/ in which it had proposed

to hold a referendum under United Naztions supervision on the new Statute of
Togoland which was being prepared by the Administering Authority in co-operation
with the Togolanders. It fecalled further that owing to an‘equally divided vote,
the Trusteeship Council had been uhable to adopt a draft resolution under which

it would have decided, while reserving the final position of the United Nations as
to the terms of the referendum and its stend with regard to fubure United Nations
action, to appoint a mission of observers to observe the referendum and report

to the Council. ' | ’

6. The Freach Goverument, as Aduinistering Authority, had been unable to agree
to delay the democratic procedure of populatioh'éonsultation which had been
demanded by the representatives of the popuiation concernéd in Parliament and in
the Territorial Assembly, énd, consequently, the rveferendum which had been planned,
'within the limits of its competbence, by the Adminilstering Authority took place

on the scheduled date (28 October 1956) despite the mbsence of international
observers, for which absence France was not responsible. It made up for the lack
of observers by entrusting the organization and direction of the referendun to a
Conseiller d'Etatb, appointed as Referendum>Administrator (Bé1égué général au

refggendgg) and a staflf of judicilal officers from administrative organs or the

courts, independent of the Executive, or officers of the overseas administration,
selected to ensure impartiality, from outside the Territory.

7. The Administering Authority stated that the referendum was carried out by
universel adult suffrage, and valloting took place in an atmosphere of complete
calm. Out of a total of 438,175 electors registered, 335,778 votes were cast,
of which 313,458 (or 7i.51 per-cent of the total registered electorate) were in
favour of the Statute of Togoland end the termination of the Trusteeship System,
and 22,320 (5.07 per’cent) in favour of the ccntinuance of the Trusteeship System.
8. The text of the Statute of Togoland (Decree 56-8k of 2L August 1956),
establishing’the autonomous Republic of Togoland; was annexed to the memorandum

of the Administering Authority.

1/ Also reproduced as ammex to document A/3169. , | /..
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9. The Adminisfering Authority concJuded\that oﬁ the'basié of their freely
expressed wishes, the people of Togol and were overwhelmingly in favour of
accepting political sutonomy and ending the Trusteeskip System; by this uneéuivoca?
choice they hed implicitlyArejected any other solution with regard to‘theif }
immediate future., " i . _ o &

. 10, Drawing :the- loglcal conclvszons from the referendum, the Leglslatlve Assembly
of Togoland had, by its wish (voeu) of 2 November 1956, urged the Administering
Authority. t0;1niorm the United Nations of the result of the referendum, on the
occasion of the eleventh session of the General Assembly. ;

11. 1In the light of the popular vote of 28 October last and the said w1sh of the
Legislative Assembly, the Government of the.nrench Republic considered that it

was nov impossible to allcw the autoncmovs Republiic of Togoland to remain any
longer under the Trusteeship System. _

12. . The French Government considered that the only solution that was falr to the
inhabitants of Togoland was for the Trusteeship Council and the General Assembly
of the United Naﬁions to take into consideration the deep-seated aspirations thus
made manifest and to request the Aéministering Authority to take the necessary
steps to terminate the Trusteeship Agreecment of 13 December 1946, and, in
Jparticular, to abolish the machinery which gives it proviéionalvcontrol over the

. decisions of the autonomous Republic of Togoland under articles 39, 40, 41 and 4k

of the Republic's Statute..

C. Report of the Referendum Administrator

13. On 8 December 1956, the French delegation transmiﬁtea to the members of the
Trusteeship Council the report of M. Guy Périer de Féral, Conseiller dfEtat,

Referendum Administrator in Togoland, on the popular consultation of

28 October 1956 (T/1292) (annex II). This dccument contains information on the
organization and on the holding of the referendum. At the request of the French
delegation, a photo-offset copy of the special issue of 3 November 1956 of the
Journal officiel du Territoire du Togo was aléo transmitted to the members of
the Trusteeship Council (T/1294). '
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D. Consideraticn by the Trustceship Council .

1. At its 74Tth meeting, the Trusteeship Council heard statements by

M. George Apedo-Amoh, Minister of Finance of Togoland and M. Guy Périer de FPéral,
Referendum Administrator in Togoisnd, who were both members of the French
delegetion to the Trusteeship Council. A summary 6f thelr statements as they
appear in the official records of the Trusteeship Council (T/SR.T4T) is annexed
to the present report (ennex III). :

15. At the Th7th and 748th meetings, questions were puﬁ to the representative of
France by memwbers of the Council. '

- 16. At the Th8th mecting on 14 December 1956, the Representative of Guatemala
proposed that the Cotmeil should transmit to the General Assembly, in an addendum
to its special report (A/3169) the memorandum of ‘the Administering Authority
(T/1290), the report of the Referendum Aduministrator in Togoland (T/l292) and the
list of petitions and commmications relating to the question of the future of
the Trust Territory of Togoland under French administration (T/129l and Add.l).
At its ThOth meeting, on.l7 December 1956, the Council adopted this proposal
by a roll-call vote of 8 to 6. - The voting was as follows:

In favcur: Burmpa, China, Guatemala, Hgiti, India, Syria, Union of

Soviet Socialist Republics, United States of America
Against: Australia, Belgium, France, Italy, New Zealand, United Kingdom
' of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. ' ' '
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Annex T

Memorandum by the Administering Authority of € December 1956 (T/1290).

“Arnex II1

Report of the Referendum Administrator in Togoland on the popular
consultation of 28 October 1956 (T/1292).

 Annex IIT
Summary of statements made at the T47th meeting of the Trusteeship Council,
on 12 December 1956, by MM. Georges Apecdo~Amah, Minister of Finance of Togoland
and Guy Périer de Féral, Referendum Administrator, members of the French delegation
to the Trusteeship Council (as they aprear in the official records of the

Trusteeship Council, document T/SR.TLT).

Annex\IV

List of petitions and communications relating to the question of the future

of the Trust Territory of Togoland under French administration (T/129l end Add.1l).
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