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International cooperation and coordination for the human and
ecological rehabilitation and economic development of the
Semipalatinsk region of Kazakhstan

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 52/169 M of 16 December 1997, 53/1 H of
16 November 1998, 55/44 of 27 November 2000, 57/101 of 25 November 2002,
60/216 of 22 December 2005, 63/279 of 24 April 2009, 66/193 of 22 December 2011,
69/209 of 19 December 2014, 72/213 of 20 December 2017 and 75/210 of
21 December 2020,

Recognizing that the Semipalatinsk nuclear testing ground, inherited by
Kazakhstan and closed in 1991, remains a matter of serious concern for the people
and Government of Kazakhstan with regard to the long-term consequences of its
activity for the lives and health of the people, especially children and other vulnerable
groups, as well as for the environment of the region,

Taking into account the fact that a number of international programmes in the
Semipalatinsk region have been completed since the closure of the nuclear testing
ground, but that serious social, economic and ecological problems continue to exist,

Taking into consideration the results of the International Conference on
Semipalatinsk, held in Tokyo on 6 and 7 September 1999, which have promoted the
effectiveness of the assistance provided to the population of the region,

Acknowledging the progress made towards accelerating the development of the
Semipalatinsk region during the period from 2020 to 2022, through programmes and
actions of the Government of Kazakhstan and the international community, including
United Nations agencies,

Recognizing the important role of national development policies and strategies
in the rehabilitation of the Semipalatinsk region, including the newly established Abai
region with the city of Semey as its administrative centre,
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Recognizing also the challenges that Kazakhstan faces in the rehabilitation of
the Semipalatinsk region, in particular in the context of the efforts by the Government
of Kazakhstan to ensure the effective and timely achievement of the internationally
agreed development goals, including the Sustainable Development Goals, in
particular with regard to health care and environmental sustainability,

Recognizing further that the Government of Kazakhstan may call upon the
United Nations Resident Coordinator in Kazakhstan to render assistance in
conducting consultations for establishing a multi-stakeholder mechanism, with the
participation of various government bodies, local governments, civil society, the
donor community and international organizations, to improve governance and enable
the more efficient use of resources allocated for the rehabilitation of the
Semipalatinsk region, in particular regarding the areas of radiation safety,
socioeconomic development and health and environmental protection, and for the
provision of information on risks to the population,

Emphasizing the importance of support by donor States and international
development organizations for the efforts of Kazakhstan to improve the social,
economic and environmental situation in the Semipalatinsk region and the need for
the international community to continue to pay due attention to the rehabilitation of
the Semipalatinsk region,

Taking note of the need to utilize modern technologies to minimize and mitigate
radiological, health, socioeconomic, psychological and environmental challenges in
the Semipalatinsk region,

Considering the importance of cooperation with the United Nations in
establishing a coherent framework for strengthening coordination and information-
sharing, as appropriate, among various actors in the region to plan, implement and
monitor inclusive regional socioeconomic programmes and services, with special
attention to vulnerable groups in the region,

Emphasizing the importance of the new development-oriented approach in
tackling problems in the Semipalatinsk region in the medium to long term,

Noting with great concern the threat to human health, safety and well-being
caused by the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic, as well as the severe
disruption to societies and economies and the devastating impact on lives and
livelihoods, and that the poorest and most vulnerable are the hardest hit by the
pandemic, reaffirming the ambition to get back on track to achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals by designing sustainable and inclusive recovery strategies to
accelerate progress towards the full implementation of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development! and to help to reduce the risk of future shocks, and
recognizing that the COVID-19 pandemic requires a global response based on unity,
solidarity and renewed multilateral cooperation,

Expressing appreciation to donor countries and organizations, United Nations
agencies, funds and programmes, the specialized agencies and related organizations
mentioned in the report of the Secretary-General? for their contribution to the
rehabilitation of the Semipalatinsk region,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of
resolution 75/210 and the information contained therein on measures taken to solve
the health, ecological, economic and humanitarian problems in the Semipalatinsk
region;
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2. Welcomes and recognizes the important role of the Government of
Kazakhstan in providing domestic resources to help meet the needs of the
Semipalatinsk region, implementing measures for optimizing public administration
of the territory and facilities of the former Semipalatinsk nuclear test site and
surrounding areas, ensuring radiation safety and environmental rehabilitation and
reintegrating the use of the nuclear test site into the national economy;

3. Urges the international community to provide assistance to Kazakhstan in
formulating and implementing special programmes and projects for the treatment and
care of the affected population, as well as in efforts to ensure economic growth and
sustainable development in the Semipalatinsk region, including increasing the
effectiveness of existing programmes and providing the technical, expert and
financial contributions necessary for the implementation of national development
programmes for the rehabilitation and development of the Semipalatinsk region;

4.  Calls upon Member States, relevant multilateral financial organizations
and other entities of the international community, including academia and
non-governmental organizations, to share knowledge and experience in order to
contribute to the human and ecological rehabilitation and economic development of
the Semipalatinsk region, and to promote international awareness of the situation;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to continue pursuing a consultative
process, with the participation of interested States and relevant United Nations
agencies, on modalities for mobilizing and coordinating the necessary support to seek
appropriate solutions to the problems and needs of the Semipalatinsk region,
including those prioritized in his report;

6.  Calls upon the Secretary-General to continue his efforts to enhance world
public awareness of the problems and needs of the Semipalatinsk region;

7.  Requests the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly at its
eighty-first session, under the item entitled “Sustainable development”, on progress
made in the implementation of the present resolution.
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