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HEARING _OF PETITI9NERS FROM' THE MO~IQUE AFRICAff NATIONAL' ·0001>1 (?~) • 
' • ' • : . . • -~ ~ :· - • • -. • • . , • •.. . • • :. . . , · '; •- . ·- •.~· ' . ·: . . ~:. • ', ·: .:;· . •.. . ... .. . 

i :'., : :.· _· At the-invitl'ltion of the :Ghairm.an1 .Mr. J~ole, President of J,IAMJ, Mr.: Millinga, 

lf.a- . , Viegas . and lf..r. Lala-.took p~~s . ·at the -,Co~ttec . table. . ,·. · : . 

•• • • Mr. MILLINGA read out a -statement)/ · • 

'Mr. MOUSHOUTAS ' (Cyprus) • ask;d ~hether any reforms had reaiJ.i taken 
. ,. , .. 

place and what their effects had been. 

. .•· Mr. VIEGAS replied th~t Africans ~ere s~ill d1.~cr~.nated_ against and 

received no :f'~nanci.a.J. support. ~ey could not ai':f'ord to live irl _European style 

and enjoy_ other social_ amenities. 

Mr. MOUSIIOUTAB ( Cy];i:rus) ~sked what were the goals of the ~IANU ~ 

Mr. MILLINGA replied that his party had tried several tinies·, to adq.ress 

th~ I'ortu©,J.ese Government and had also tri!=d to discus_s . the question of 

independence with the Portuguese Consulate. . ~e party. had finalfy dec.ided to 

send petitions to the United Nations in the ho:pe tha~ it wo~d help l!ANU_ to 

achieve a be:tter understanding with Portugal and to work out a :prcgramme for ., . •. . . . 

ind~pendence. Mf\MJ was determined to see that everything -was achieved 

constitut:L~nally. It looked to the United Natioris to protect hUI!lan rights and 

-w·as ready .to· discuss the problems -with Portugal and with · other leaders. 

In re:ply to 'a que'stion from Mr. OLISEME!{A (Nig~ria) about .the colour 

bar, M1:< VIEGAS said that Africans still had to produ~e their identity · cards 

•• befo~e bei~g admitted ·to fa~ilities open to Europ~ans. Europeans ~;e:i::e ri~t 

required to ShO'W any papers. 
. , . -~·- •. 

. :. • ·vll'. OLIS:EiMEI{A (Nigeria) said he understood th~t . in pr~c.~;;e the colour 

bar still remained. 

••• •• •• • In repl:,Y to a questiciil from the CHAIRMAN, Mr. VIEGAS g~v~ the Committee 

• information a.bout the secr~t police . organiz'ation kncmn as PIDE. ~o~gh a system 

of paid itl:f'ormers, PIDE maintained a c~~st~nt riat,ch o~er Afi-ican_~ tur~ing . on their 
. . .. . •; ·: :-· •, . \ :, ,_ 
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radios, reading magazines or even just talking. /my African listening to a 

foreign radio station, reading a f,oreign magazine or criticizing the · 

. Portuguese Gove:rnment 1-rn.s arrested. Ifo political activities were permitted 

except government-run clubs . . Only labour ·organizations organized by the 

Government existep.. All such organizations were infiltrated by PIDE members, who 
. . . . . 

were of all races. Letters. were censo:ted, especially those from Tanganyika, 

Southern Rhodesia, et~. Mr. Viegas and other African leaders had been imprisoned 

and brutally tortured. Mr. V:i.egas had been released from jail only o:i condition 

that he would ·worlt for PIDE but he had lef't that organ:i.zatiop because. he had • 

been unable to fabricate information as he had been .required. 

In reply to a question from Mr .. lITJEGOONAllARDENA (Ceylon), Mr. VIEGAS 

said that the .Africans in Mozambique had · received. no information about the 

United Nations. 

Mr. GONZALEZ-CALVO (Guatemala) aslted whether the MANU party was 

working in co-operat;i.on -with others and whether its programme was similar to those 

of the other parties. 

Mr. MMOLE repliep. that he hoped all groups were working for trie 

independence of Mozambique. However, UDEN.AMO was not working with MANU. 

In reply to fuxther questions fr.om lvh-. GONZALEZ-CAl:.VO (Guatemala), 

Mr. MMOLE said that there were some 300,000 refugees from Mozambique in 

East Africa and there ·were also peop;te from that territory living in the 

Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland. He did not think that the total number 

of Mozambicans living outside the territory amounted to a million. · 

In reply to a question from the CHAI:ruA.AN, V.cr. MILLINGA said that 

there -were now only two political parties, both of which stood for independence. 

In reply to a question from V.ir. MOUSHOUTAS (Cyprus), Mr. MILLINGA 

said that all the people of Mozambique stood behind the MANU party. If the 
•' . 

party were allowed to. operate inside Mozambique · it would no doubt have the 

support of the people. It was imJ?ossible to. state the· exact number of members 

• because it was forced . to o:perate underground. 
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In reply to questions from Mr. GRINB~ (Bulgaria); .Mr. Vlf,GAS said 

that the three categories of itlliabft~Wts . fem.Ained th~ 's8.llle \is before. . To 

become .an ~~lac!Q_, . a· pers6n ~;t riiie ~iem~ritary education .iri Portuguese 

and satisfy various other co~di t:t6ns\ : Abqut 8. per. cent of th~. :An-ican~ • in 

Mozambique had e;t~mentary ·~au~at:t~n in · P6rtu~ese. Of thosei· about· 25, ooo 
were assimilados •• Some Africans ·were n~t able to be;ome a~sim.i.lados because they 

did hot have enough money. '!here had bf;en some increase 'in the number of 

~imilados after the so-called reforms. 

Mt·. GRINBERG (Bulgaria) asked whether the people belieyed· that the 

ref'orms announced by Portugal would bring about any improve!llents. 

Mr~ MILLINGA replied that, in ~pit!:! o-i the so-called reforms, the 

colour bar still existed in an indirect · form~ • The MANO' party was not interested • 

in ·.- th.e reforms but ;tn obtaining the independence of Mozambique, ·uli:ich was the 

people's birthright. 'lhe Africans of . Mozambique· were not prepared to share .. 

. : their country -with Porttigal. , They were. prepared to provide -for the -white man 

•• under the rule of an ·African C-overnment. They did not· believe tJ:iat the majority 

-- should be governed by the minority. Africans -wanted full and unqualified 

democracy · and werf:? prepa-red . to -work with all -who would co-operate with an . 

• . African Government. It could not accept any reforms -which .did not .lead to :the 

establishment of' an .African government and full independence fo.r. Mozambique. 

• .. JJnder the .-present system; in order to re~eive assimil~tion papers • a person had 

to declare that he was no longer African. In his view, foreigners :should accept_ 

~a be_c~e . Africans; he did not see why .Africans should have to become Portuguese. . : ' . • - . . . 

His party hoped that the Upited NatiOAS 11ould not be bluffed ,.by Portugal's . 
,; : ' • . -, . ' 

declaration that it had introduced reforms. He also hoped that the asp;i.rations . • . . 

of his people would receive . the ·careful attention of the United Nations. 
, . 

Portugal had barred the Committee from Mozambique and the other territories for 

~ear . that it might discover the real situation~ .. If Portugal -was sincere in the 

introduction of reforms it could very -well allow the Conmittee to see the 

• results for itself' . • 

In reply to_ questions from Mr. GR?tBERG (Bulgari~) ! , Mr.' MILLINGA said 

his p°in·ty ho]?ed that ·the ·Special Co~ttee 1~ould use the ' facts it had obtained 

to help Mozambiqti~ ,·gain independenc~;' ··ti1ai' tiie United' Nati~ns would persuade 

• v , 

• / ... ·--
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Portugal ·to change its attitude and to sit down · at a round '-table conference 

in order_ to discuss a programme for independence; that Portugal would agree to 

constitutional changes before the end of 1962; and that within 1962 -the 

United Nations ·would be able to i,ersuade Portugal to allow political parties 

to operate in Mpzambig_ue so that the people would be ready for independence at 

the end of 1963. 

Mr. MOUSHOUTAS ( Cy!,)rus) aslted what the attitude of MAIJU would be 

tO'wards those Portuguese who chose to stay after Mozambique became independent. 

:Vir. MILLINGA replied that his party did not believe in revenge. It 

believed that every human b13ing was entitled to the same rights and would not 

deny those rights to anyone. If the Portuguese who remained agreed to be 

governed by_ Africans and wished to be loyal to the new State, they would not be 

driven al1ay. If they chose to leave, they would be allowed to do so. 

In reply to g_uestions from the CHAIW.AN, Mr. MILLINGA said that he 

knew about General Assf=mbly resolui;ion 1514 (XV) and the establishment of the 

Committee o~ Seventeen. However, the adpption of resolutions was not enough; 

what was needed was their implementation. Nothing }1.ad been done to publicize 

General Asse'(J'.lbly resolution 1514 (XV) in Mozambique. The so-called reforms ·were 

just a bluff. Some people wanted integration but they were only dupes. They 

amounted probably to not more than 1 per cent of th~ population. Many assimila<lQ: 

retained their status only in order to get more pay. 

The CHAIRMAN asked ·whether the people of MozamM.que 1mew that many 

African countries had achieved independence in the last few years. 

lfir. MILLINGA, Mr. VIEGAS and Mr. LALA replied that the people did 

know. For instance, one man had been shot dead because he was celebrating on 

Tanganyika's inde:pendence day. . There ·was no official _nev1s of any liberation 

movements or political parties. But news wa~ spread by the undergro'Und 

movement and by people returnitig from abi-oad. The people did not lmow that 
I 

Uganda ·was becoming independent. 

In reply to questions from Mr. · MOUSHOUTAS (Cyprus), Vu-. LALA said 

that people who had not committed crip1es • were not usually sent for forced labour. 

but people who did. not pay taxes were. On the whole, forced labour continued 

the same as before. 




