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Summary

By way of introduction, a brief deseription is given, for Canada only, of the
principal changes in the relative importance of the broad age groups, 0-15 years,
15-64 years, and 65 years_and over, bstween the 1901 and 1951 Cenéuses, some attention
being devoted to the comparative rate of change in the population in these age
groups betwéen 1941 and 1951. This 18 followed by a comparison of regiomal diffe-
rences in age structure of the populatioﬁ of Canada in 1951, with some reference to
the effects of variations in birth rates, immigration and inter-provincial movements
of population upon these rezional differences. The next section compares the age
distribution of the population of Canada by rural and urban aréas, the rural being
sub-divided into farm and non-farm and the urban into size categories. Changes in
age composition of the population of rufal and urban areas since 1941 are examined,
mention being made of the influence of the rural to urban migration on the age

~ structure of the rural-urban populations at the 1951 Cemsus. In the final section
of this paper différences in age composition of the principal ethnic originsg in
Canada at. the 1951 Census are observed. An attempt is made to show how differential
fertility and mortality, and differences in time of settlement and in age distri-

bution of immigrants of various origins, have affected the age distribution of these

origins as revealed by the 1951 Census resulis.

x General distribution of this document is limited to the introductory summary.
Participents who have been invited to take part in the meeting referred to
above will receive also the full text of the paper. Other participants in
the Conference will receive the full text upon request.

Pour la traduction frangaise voir au verso.
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Différences régionales et ethniques dans la composition par Age
de la population du Canada

A. H. Is Neveu (Canada)

Résumé. A titre d'introduction, 1lauteur déecrit britvement les principales modi-
fications dans la répertition par grande groupes d'dges (0-15 ans, 15-64 ans et

65 ans et plus) de la population du Canada entre les recensements de 1901 et de
1951; queldue attention est portée & la comparaison des taux de variation de ces
groupes d!'dges entre 1941 et 1951. L'auteur étudle ensuite les différences régio-
nales dans la composition par Age en 1951; il indigue britvement les effets des
variations des taux de natelité, de 1l'immigration et des migrations interprovin-
clales sur ces différences. Ia sectlon suivante est consecrée & 1'étude compara-
tive de la répartition par dge de la population du Canada suivant les zones rurales
et urbaines; & cet effet, les zones ruraies gsont classées en régions egricoles et
non agricoles et les zones urbaines d'apres 1'importance numérique de leur popu-
lation. L'auteur examine ensuite la composition par fge des populations rurales et
urbaines en 1941 et montre 1'influence de la migration des campagnes vers les
villes sur la composition par &ge de ces populations, d'aprés-le recensement de 1551
Lo dernitre partle de cet exposé est consacrde nux différences dans la compositiOn(
par 8ge des principaux groupements ethniques du Canada, d'aprés les données du
recensement de 1951. Ltauteur cherche & montrer, toujours d'aprés ce recensement,
comment les différences dens la fécondité, la mortalité, les dates d'installatlon
et la composition par fge des immigrants des diverses origines, ont influé sur 1a
répartition par Age de ces groupes ethniques.

ol Seule ls présente enalyse d'introduction fait 1'objet d'une distribution géné-
rale. Ies participants qui ont été invités & assister & la sdance mentionnde
ci-dessus recevront en outre le texte intégral du documsnt. Ies autres parti-
cipants au Congrss recevront ls texte intégral sur lsur demende.
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REGIONAL AND ETHNIC DIFFERENCES IN THE AGE COMPOSITION OF CANADA'S POPULATION

Before comparing regional and ethnic differences in age composition of the
Canadian population, it might be of interest to describe briefly the age structure of
Canada at the 1951 Census, with some reference to the principal changes that occurred

over the fifty years between the 1901 and the most recent decennial census.

The 1951 Census of Canada recorded a total population of 14,009,429, of
whom 30,3 p.c. were under working age, i.e., 0=14 years; 44.2 PeCe ;h the age périod
in_which'most marriages occur, i.e., 15-44 years; 17.7 p.c. between 45 and 6, years,
or a total of 61.9 p.c. in the working ages 15-64 years; and 7,8 p.c. in the ages of
retirement from gainfﬁl occupations, or 65 years and over. In 1901, just over one-
third (34.3 p.c.) of the population of Canada was under working age, 60.6 p.c. in
the working age period 15-6/ years, and 5.1 p.c. 65 years and over. In other words,
the proportion of children under 15 years of age in the total population was L PeCo
greater in 1901 than fifty years later, the proportion of the total population at
working ages 1,3 p;c. less, and the proportion at retirement ages 2.7 p.ce less than
in 1951. The increasing importance over this period of the numbers in the ages of
retirement from gainful occu%ation has not fully offset the relatively smaller size
of the dependent child group in the population, though, from the standpoint of the
cost of dependency, such a change in the c;mposition of the non-active population

would be diffiecult to assess, Table I shows the percentage of population by age

groups for Canada over the period 1901 to 1951.
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Table 1. - Percentage distribution of the population by age groups, for Cansdda,

1901~1951
Census year A11 ages 0-1, | 15-44 | 45-64 65 £
1901 100.0 34.3 46.7 13.9 5.1
1911 100.0 32,9 48,3 1,2 4.6
1921 100,0 3.4 45,8 15,0 4.8
1931 100.0 31.7 46,1 16,7 5.5
1941 100,0 27.8 46.9 18.6 6.7
1951 100.0 30.3 | 44.2 | 17.7 7.8

Regional Differences in Age Composition of Population, 1951 Census.- " In

almost every province of Canada there was a noteworthy increase.in the child popula-
tion under 10 years of age over the decade, 1941-1951. For the country as a whole,
not including Newfoundland since this province was not part of Canada in 1941, the |
rate of increase in thi; age group between 1941 and 1951 was 44 p.c., which may be
compared with an increase of just under 20 p.c. for fhe total population over this
period. Due to substantial net in-migration of population to British Columbia and
Ontario during this decade, these two provinces, despite their erude birth rates hav-
ing been the lowest in Canada, showed the largest increases in the child population
under 10 years of age, the percentage increases, 1941-1951, being 97 for British Col-
umbia and 53 for.Ontario,

There were considerable differences by provinces in the rate of change in
the number of children 10-14 years between 1941 and 1951. The Maritime Provinces
showed a slight gain in children in this age groub over this period, Ontario and Que-
bec very little change, the Prairie Provinces decreases varying from 1 p.c. in
Alberta to 22 p.c. in Saskatchewan, while British Columbia recorded a 30 p.c. growth

in this age group.



Due to the rising birth ra*bes during the 1941-1951 decade, especially dur- -
- the post-war period 1946-1951, when the crude rate averaged 27.4, per 1,000 of the - |
population, the unusually 1arge increase in the number of children under 10 years of
age throughout the country more than oonnterbalanced the slight increases or de- ‘
creases occurring in the age group 10-14. years and, thus, in every region brought
about a rise in 1951, over 1941, in the proportionate impoﬂ;ance of children undef
working age +to the total population. Although the f)roportion of th_e poplxlation 6f
British Columbia under 15 years of age had risen from just over one-fifth to slight- | ,
ly more than one-quarter between 1941 and 1951, this pi‘ﬁvince sti1l showed the |
smallest proportion of its population in this age group in 1951 of any part of Can-
ada. On the other hand; the Maritime Provinces and Quebec, where higher birth rates
prevail, had just over one-third of their respective populations under thelage o‘f o
15 at the 1951 Census, recording the highest proportions of children in their total |
populations of the various provinces of Canada, ’

In Cansda and in each region the percentage of the populatlon in the work- |
ing age period 15-64 showed some decline between 1941 and 1951, the figure for
Canada dropping from two-thirds of the total popu'lation in 1941‘1;0 Jjust over three-
fifths in 1951. This decline would have been slightly greater were it not for sulb-
stantial additions of immigrants to the Canadian population over this decade,
sspecially in the five-year period following the.war, since a larger proportion of
these newcomers were of working age than of the population as Ia whole, Out of
424,000 persons in Canada's population in 1951 who had immigrated to this country
between 1941 and 1951, over 75 p.c. were in the working age group 15-64.

Of the various regions, Ontario and British Columbia showed the la.rgesf
proportion of their population at working ages in the 1951 Census. In the twenty
years since the 1931 Census only these two provinces have shown net gains in pop< .

wlation due to in-migration from other provinces, and since migrants are largely

]
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concentrated in the working age period of life, this has tended to increase thé re-
lative impoftance of this age group in the population of these two provinces. The
Maritime Provinces, which had only 57.8 p.c. of their populatién in the age group
15-64, in 1951, had lost a considerable number of their adult working population to
the central regions of Canada over the present century. This trend continued dur-
ing the period 1941-51, the result being that the number in this age group increased
by only 4 pe.c. in the Maritimes during the past decade as compared with a 12Vp.c.
inerease for the country as a whole, The Prairie Provinces, which lost population
to other provinces, especially during the war period, experienced a decline of

1 p.c. in the population at working ages in the ten years ended June 1, 1951.

In the ages of retirement from gainful activity, that is, 65 years and over,
there was in each region a continuation over the decade 1941-~195)1 of what has been
a long-~term trend, namely, a rise in the proportionate importance of this group in
the population. The range of regional differences in the proportion of older per-
sons in the population is reflected in the percentages for British Columbia and
Quebec. In the former province 10.8 p.c. of its population was over 65 years of age
in 1951 as compared with 5.7 p.c. in the provincz of Quebec. Iﬁ the ten years be-
tween the 1941 and 1951 Censuses the population in this age group in the province of
British Columbia increased by 85.3 p.c. as compared with a 38.4 pP.C. increase for
all provinces combined, The numerical increase in the'population of British Columbia,
65 years and over, between 1941 and 1951,vwas approximately 58,000, of which about
half (46.8 p.c.) represented net in-migration from other provinces. Due to its mild
climate British Columbia has tended to attract an inecreasing number of retired
people from other parts of Canada. The low percentage 65/ in the province of.Quebec
is partly due to a relatively smll percentage of non-Canadian born of earlier per-
iods of immigration in this age group, and partly, of course, due to the pattern of
higher than average birth and death rates in this province, thus tending to produce

-



over the years a "younger" pOPUIa£ion.' In the Prairie Provinces, on the‘oihei‘
Imnd, many of the non-Canadian bofn over 65 years were persons whorcame to Canada -
in the period of heavy immigration from the beginning of the present century up to
the outbreak of the First World War. The percentage of the population 65 years
and over in this region, who were born outside 6f Canada, was 66,1 in 1951 as com=
mmnﬁmmuﬁmwmm.Rmmwmmgmmmmmmmmm@w_
the total population of the Prairie Provineces in 1921 who were 65 years and over
vas only 2.6 p.c. compared with 4.6 p,c. for Quebee, but in.1951 the pefcentage in
this age group in the Prairie Provinees had fisen to 7.8, the Quebec figure beiné
only 5.7 p.c. ' | |

Regional differences in age composition of the population in 1941 and-

1951 are shown in Table 2.,

‘Table 2, =- Percentage distribution of the population by age groups, for Canada
and regions, 1941 and 1951 :
0= 15 - 44 45 =64 | 654

1941 1951 | 1941 [1951 | 1921 |1951 1941 |1951

Region

Canada(l) 27,8 30,1 | 46,9 |44e3 | 18,6 |17.8 | 6.7 | 7.8

Maritime Provinces . . . 30,4 133.9 | 45.3 [41.9 | 16,5 [15.9 | 7.8 | 8.3
Quebecs o « « o o o o . 31,9 [33.7 | 47.6 [45.0 | 15.2 [15.6 | 5.3 | 5.7
Ontario o o v o v o o . 24.4 127.0 | 47.1 | 4446 | 20.5 [19.7 | 8.0 | 8.7
Prairie Provinces. . . . 28,4 130.0 | 46,8 |44e2 | 19.3 |18,0 505 | 7.8
British Columbia ., ., . . 21.4 | 26,1 | 46,0 43,0 | 24.3 {20,1 | 8.3 {10.8

(I)For purposes of ¢omparison with 1941, Newfoundland is not included.
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Rural-Urban Differences in Ages of Population of Canada, 1951 Census. ~. At

the 1951 Census the definition df rural-urban.population'was different from that
used in earlier censuses, Up till and including the 1941 Census the urban popula-
tion was defined as the popﬁlation living in incorporated centrés, the balance
beiﬁg treated as rural., In 1951 urban areas included all cities, towns and vili—
ages of 1,000 population or more, whether incorporated or not, as welltas the met-
ropolitan'aréas surrounding larger cities, the remainder of each province being
classed as rural. As a result of this change in tﬁe definition of‘rural~urban
areas at the 1951 Census, it is not possible to adequateiy compare the age com-
position of the population in such areas in 1951 with the data for earlier census
years. ﬁowever, for purpoées of facilitating rural-urban comparison between 1941.
and 1951, the urban figures for places under 1,000 in 1941 have been included with

rural in Table 3,

Table 3. - Percentage distribution of the population, by specified age groups,
for Canada, rural and urban, 1941 and 1951

Total 0 -1 15 - 44 | 45 = 64 65 £

1941 11951 [1941 119511 194111951 | 1941 | 1951 |1941 |1951

Capada. « . . |100,0 {100.0 | 27.8|30,3 | 46.9 | 44.2 |18.6 [17.7 | 6.7 | 7.8

Rurele o o o o o o o | 100,0 |200,0 | 31,6]35.3 | 44,2 | 40,9 |17.4 16,3 | 6.8 | 7.5
Farm. . o « o o o » | (1) (200,0] (1)f36.0] (1) }40.0] (1) |17.2 | (1) | 6.9
Norefarm., » » » o o | (1) [100,0| (1)|34.5( (1) [41.8 (1) 15.3 | (1) | 8.3
Urban. s o o o o o o | 100.0 |100,0 | 24,2|27.2] 49.6 | 46.2 |19.7 | 18.6 | 6.5 | 7.9
100,000and over . o, | 100.0 ]100.0 | 22,0{23.0} 50,2 | 47.5 [21.3 | 21.0 | 6.5 | 8.5

30,000 to 99,999. . | 100.0 |100.0 | 23.4|27.0| 50.5 | 47.2 {19.9 | 18,2 6.2 | 7.5
1,000 - 29,9%0 ] 100.0 100.0 26.9 3101 4804 44.8 17.9 16.7 608 705

A

(1) Figures not available,



Due to the lower birth rates which prevailed during the perlod 1931~1941,
than during the past decade the proportion of the total population in both rural
and urban areas of Canada under 15 years of age was greater in 1951. About 32 p.c;‘
of the rural population in 1941 was under this age while just under 25 p.c. of the i;
urban population fell in this age group, as compared with 35 Pece for the rural -
and 27 p,c, fbf the urban at the 1951 Census. With respect to the Census data by
urban size it will be noted that,Afor the group of urban centres of 100,000 popula-
tion and over, the percentage of the population in the age group, 0-14, was only
22 in 1941 and 23 in 1951, As might be expected, the proportion of the population
for both rural end urban areas in the working agevperiod, 15-64, was greater in
1941 than in 1951, In both types of areas the percentage of the popuLation‘65“
years and over rose over the 1941-1951 period,

_ Differences as between rural and urban areas in the proportionate iﬁport—
ance of children in the total population is assoclated with the higher birth o

rates found in the rural areas of Canada. Birth rates for rural and urban areas
are only available at Census years since there are no inter-censal estimates of
rural-urban population. Allowing for some difference in definition of rural and
urban areas as uséd.in the compilation of birth'statistics, the crude birth rate
in rural Capada in 1951 was 28,5 per 1,000 of thé population as compared with a
rate of 25.8 in urben Canada, tﬁe rate for c¢ities of 100,000 population and over
being slightly lower at 24.4. ‘

The proportion of the total population in 1951 in the working agé group,
15-64, varied appreciably as between rural and urban areas, the percentage for
the rﬁral being 57.2 while for the urban it was 64.8. In cities of 100,000 pop-

ulation and over the percentage was as high as 68,5, Since from the beginning



of the twentieth century the rural to urban movement of pqpuiation in Canada has
been on a considerable scale, as is evidenced by a decline of about 300,000 in
“farm population between 1941 and 1951, it is obvious that part of the difference
in the relative size of the population at working agés in rural as compared with
urban areas was due to this cause, Comparison of the expected with the actual
populations found in rural and in urban areas in 1951 showed that this movement
wag heaviest among the age group 20-34 years of age,

The proportion of the rural and urban populetions in the retirement ages,
65 years and over in 1951, was not greatly different, being 7.5 p.c. in rufal as
compared with 7,9 in urban areas. The lowest rate was in farm areas, at 6.9 p.cC.,
while the highest waé in the largest urban category, where it was 8.5 p.c. In
both rural and urban areas the proportion of older persons in the population has
risen since the 1941 Census.

Differences in Age Composition of Selected Origins in Canada at 1951

Census, - In the population Census of Canada an inquiry is made on the origin
of each person enumerated. This inquiry is intended to record the ethnic arigin
of the individual on the male parent's side of the family. Ianguage is the key
to the determination of origin in the Canadian Census. In obtaining this infor-
mation from persons of more than one generation in Canada the enumeratér was iﬁ-
structed to inquire as to the language spoken by the paternal ancestor at the
time of his immigration to Canada.

At the 1951 Census, 48 p.c. of the total population enumerated were of
British Isles origins; 31 p.c. of French origin; 18 p.c. of Other European
origins; 0.5 p.c. of Asiatic origins; and 1.2 p.c. of native ;ndian or Egkinmo
origin, The table which follows shows the age distribution ef the principal or-

igins in the population in 1951,



Table 4.-Percentage distribution of the population, classified according to origiﬁ,
by specified age groups, Canada, 1951 : .

Origin Total 0-14 | 15-44 | 45-64 65 £

No. P.C. P.C. P.C. P.C.

A ortginsY . L L L L L. | 14,009,429 | 30,3 | 4.2 | 177 | 7.8
British Isles origins(?), . . 6,709,685 | 27.7 | 42.8 | 19.5 | 10.1
Other Buropean origins(3) , . 6,872,889 | 32.8 | 45.6 | 16.1 545
French, 4 o o« ¢ ¢« o ¢ o @ 4,319,167 35.7 418 1.2 5.3
German. « o« o o o o o o o 619,995 30.0 4542 17.8 7.0
Italian, o o ¢ ¢ o ¢ o o o 152,245 25.8 5244 17,0 L8
Tewish v v o o o o o s oo 181,670 | 25.2 | 47.7 | 20.5 647
Netherlands., . « « ¢« + o « 264,267 32.3 4542 16.1 VA
Polishe 4 « « ¢ o o o o o 219,845 25.8 5045 19.5 4ae2
Scandinavian. « . ¢ o o o 283,024 | 28.6 42.9 20.6 7.9
Ukrainian. .. « o o o o o 395,043 27.9 £9.6 17.8 48
Asiatic origins( .‘*). e e s 72,827 | 21.9 41,8 25.7 10.6
Chinese. + v o s o o o & . 32,528 15.7 31.6 36.6 16,1
Japanese . . . . . . 4 . o 21,663 | 27.4 50.4 16.8 5.4
Native Indian and Esldmo. . . 165,607 | 43.0 40.4 11.7 4.9

(1) Includes "Other and not stated".
(2) Includes English, Irish, Scottish, Welsh and Manx.
(3) Includes a number of European origins not listed separately.

(4) Includes a number of Asiatic origins not listed separately.

Higher fertility in families of French origin is reflected in the rela-
tively large percentage of children under 15 years of age»in this ethnic group.
With 35.7 p.c. of the total population of French arigin under this age in 1951 the
proportion of children was greater for this origin than for any other, Qith the ex-
ception of the native Indian and Eskimo. - High birth and death rates for thié
latter group ére indicated by the high proportion of children and young people among
the Indian and Eslkdmo population. A below average percentage of 27.7 p.c. for the

under 1/ age group is shown for the British Isles origins. Generally, origins

which are found predominantly in urban areas have less than average proportions of

children among their numbers,



Over half of the pobulaiion of Ttalian, Polish and Japanese origins
were between the ages of 15 and 44 years as compared with only 44 p.c: of
the total population. With respect to Italian and Polish origins relatively
large immigration during the post~-war period of persons of working age
accounted for this concentration in the age group 15—@4; and thus explainas
the higher than average proportion of these ethnic oriéins in the Broader
working age group 15-64. There has been very little immigration of Japan-
ese origin to Canada since the decade 1921-1931. The age group, 15-44,
contains a high proportion of Canadian-born Japanese of first generation in
this country. Post-war immigration among the Netherlands origin, however,
has been more in family groups and thus haa been more evenly distributed

over the various age periods,

The British Isles and the Chinese origins are more lafgely represent-
ed in the older age groups 65 years and over, than other origins. In the
case of the British Isles group, this is partly due to the fact that about
60 p.c. of those born outside of Canada came to Canada before the 1921 Census,
many.of whom were over 65 years by 1951. The Chinese age structure is un-
usual, due to the nature of Chinese immigration in the past having been almost
entirely male, The 1951 Census showed over 25,000 males and only about
7,000 females of this origin. Two-thirds of the Chinese born outside of Can-
ada émmigrated to this country before 1921, As a\result, at the 1951 Census,
16 p.c. of all Chinese were over 65 years of age, and more than half were 45

years of age and over.
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Adequate examination of differences in age composition of other -
groups of the Canadian population, such as mother tongue, nativity,
schooling, and religious denomination groups, would require fuller freat-‘
ment than can be given here. Statistics on age in relation to various
demographic characteristics of the Canadian people will be found in Volume
IT of the 1951 Census. Data on the age compasition of the active popula-
tion by occupation, industry, etc., and also of the various segments of

the non-active population are published in Volume IV of the 1951 Census

Report,






