
UN I TED NA r·t ONS 

ECONOMIC 
AND 

Distr. 
G.ENEHAL ii. 
E/CONF .13/57 
Meeting No. 21 
20 April 1954 

.. 

SOCIAL COUNCIL . 9RIGINAI.: ENGLISll 
lPaper in English) 

?[ORI.D POPULATION CONFERENCE 

Rome, 31 August - 10 September 1954 _ 

Demographic tieldwork in Great Britain•·since the war 

E. Grebenik · 

Summary 

This paper contains an annotated bibliography of major piece~. of demographic 

research i.mdertak:en in Great Britain since the war. 
. \ . 

i£ General distribution of this document is limited to the introductory sunnnary·. 
Participants v.no have been invited to take part in the meeting referred to 
above will receive a:lso the full text ot the paper. Other participants in 
the Con:ference will receire the full text upon request. · 

i • • • 

Pour la traduction fran~aise v~ir au verso. 

54-121!35 



E/CONF.13/57 illl 

Principales etudes demographiques en Grande-Bretag,ne depuis la guerre 

E. Grebenik (Royaume-Uni) 

Resume. Ce document contient une bibliographie annotee des ouvr~ges de recherche 

· demographique plus t mportaI1.ts , entrepris en Grande. Bretogne depuis la guerre. ·· 

ia Seule la presente analyse d 1 introduction fait l 'objet d'une distribution 
generale. Les participants qui ont ·ete invites a ·assister a la seance mentionnee 
ci-dessus recevront en outre le texte integral ~u document . Les autres parti­
cipants au Congres recevront le texte integral sur leur demande. · · 
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Demographic F'ieldwork in Great Britain since the War 

by E. Grebenik 

This communication is in the nature of an annotated bibliography. 1t 

describes the aims and methods of eight different enquiries undertaken in 

Great Britain since the war , end gives a list of publications . · 

In a list of this kind it is difficult to knov, what to include end what 

to exclude. In all the enquiries, except the last, the necessary data were 

specially collected; the eighth enquiry dealing vri th infant mortality is 

· included in view of its importance, although it makes use only of\birth and 

death certificates . Some of the field enquiries undertaken by the General 

Register Office, e.g . their ni'orbidity enquiry and their enquiry into mental 

illness have been excluded, as their primary interest seemed to lie in the 

field of medical statistics . 

I am indebted to ta- . B. Benj amin of the General Regioter Office, 

Professor D. Baird of t r.e University of ~berdeen and ;;:r. J .A. Heady of ti1e 

?.-iedical Resea:vch Council I s Social !;iedicine Research Unit for · supplying 

information about the enquiries with which they were associated. 

1. Family Census . 1946 • 

. A sample or 10% of the married women of Gr eat Britain , ras taken. 

1,225,000 schedul es were sent out ond collect~d by special enumerators . 

J\.bout 



The Census schedule contained the following questions:. 

1. Marital Status. 
2. Date of Birth. 
3. De;te of first marriage . 
4. Date of end of f:i.ret marriage ( where appl icable) . 
5. Total number of children born alive. 
6. Date or Birth of each live born child. 
7. Occupation of first husband. 
8. Whether husband employed, ·self- er.1ployed, wage earner or· 

salary earner . 

The mai n purpose ,vas to study the fertility of cohorts of married women, 

distinguishing between women marrying at different ages or in different 

social classes . 

answers to Q.6 • 

The .progress of family .buildine could be traced from the 

. Publiceti2.n~:. Royal Goramissfon on Population, Report, Crnd.· 7695, 
H.u.s .. o., London, 19L!.9, possirn. 

Glass, D.V. and Gr ebenik, E.: The I<'amily Census: Ji. Prelimin&ry 
Report. Paoers of the Royal .Qommisflion on Popule.ti.QP., Vol.b 
Report:; a_llii Selected Popers of tr1e Statistics Comnittee, 
London, H.t.1 .s.o., 1950. 

Trends and Patterns of Fertilit :r in Grea..t,_Briti.=.:im Report 
on the Family Census, 19/4,6. H.M.s.o., London (in the Fress, 
to be publii:;hed in 195/4.). 

2 . • Enquiry into Family Limi tati.9.n. 

This enquiry was conducted for the Royal Commission on :Population by the 

Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists .under the e;eneral direction 

of Dr. E. Lewis-Faning. 

The enquiry took place between August 1946 and June 1947. 11, 078 

questionnaires were completed, relating mainl y to married female pati~nts 
. ' 

in the general wards of hospitals in a number of areas . 

The main analysis relates to the so-called K•group of women, nUlJlbering 

altogether J,281 who were in hospital for other than obstetric or 

gynaecological reasons. 

hi eh fertility. 

The resulting ·sample wes siiebtly biased towe~ds 
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The questionnaire r;as lengthy a rn.3 detailed and ell · interviev;s were 

conducted by medi cal practitione:rs. 

on ti1e followi ng quei::tions: 

The survey was designod to tr.row l i ght 

(i) How extensively is birth control practised'? 

(ii) In what proportions are the different methods of birth control · 
practised'] · 

(iii) Are t here i mportant differences between different social groups in 
the extent of the practice of birth control or in the choice of 
method? 

(iv) To what extent is birth control as pr12ctised effective? 

( v) What is the extent of invol untary infertil;i.ty'l 

(vi) Does the practice of birth control affect the power to reproduce'? 

( vj_i) How important is abortion as a method of birth prevention? 

( vii i) What is the proportion of · ' unplanned ' pregnancies? 

(ix) ·Vfuat is the proportion _ of 'unwanted' children1 

(x) What are . the chief reasons given for using birth control? 

Pu9lic§tion8: E. Lewis-Fening: Report on an Enouiry into Family Limitation 
and its Influence on Human Fertility duriTh~ the past 50 
years . Papers of the Royal Cor.uuission on Population, Vol. 1, 
H.r,;;.s.o., London, 1949. 

The data. col lected by Lewis-Falling \1ere al so used by J . Berent to study. 

the Relationship between Family Sizes of two successive generations. See: 

J . Berent;. Relationship between Family Size.s of two 
successive gener ations . MilbanJc Memorial Fund Quarterl y . 
Vol. xxxi," Ho. 1, January, 1953, PPo .39-50. 

Maternity Survey and Survey of the Health and Development of Children. 

This survey .was directed by a Joint Committee of the Royal College of 

Obstetric i ans end Gynaecologists and the Popul ation Investigati on Committee , 

The I nstitute of Child Health of the Univer si ty of London was represented on 

the Joint Committee i n its l ater stages. · When the material dealing with 

certain aspects of childbirth had been analysed the Royal College c~ased·to 
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l:::c officially r·epreE-Eint.cd en the Joint Goi:udtt.ee, &ncl the l:ation~J. ::E-'ovndation · · 

for Educational !1esearc}1 becar,,e ussociz_tecl r;i th the r,or ~: . Professor ,fames 

Youn£ served as Chairman of the Jo:l.nt Comrait:Lee throughout ond Dr. J . ::1 .B. 

Douglas was t he Director of the Enci.uiry, assisted by h1iss G. HoTintree. 

The -sample consisted of 14,000 women wr:o bore children during a specified 

week in 19/i,6. Thanks to the co-operation of the 424 local maternit.y and 

child welfare· authorities, the interviews \,ere carried out by locc.l health 

visitors. Women were interviened eieht weeks after the birth of their 

children. As the full questionnaires were extremely lengt!1y, it was decided 

to use two separate questionnaires. They each contained certain basic 

questions, but one of the questionnaires dealt specifically with the use 

made of the maternit.y services, the second with the costs of pregnancy and 

confinement. Half of the locel authorities selected at random. were sent the 

first type of questionnaire and half were sent the second. 

It proved possible to contact the women selected in the sample again in 

1948 and 1950. However, it proved unnecessary to re-f;urvey them all, and 

it was considered sufficient to survey a sample consisting ~f aLl the wives 

of professional and salaried workers, black .coated wage ear·ners and 

agricultural workers, and of 25% of the ,vives of manual wage earners. The 

children who were originally enrolled in the eurvey are now of school age 

and arrangements have been made to obtain reports ori theirgrowtb and 

development until they are eleven years old. 

The original aim of the enquiry was to obtain information regarding 

the use made of the maternity services, and to try and estimate the expenses 

incurred in connection with a confinement. . The opportunity given by the, 

enrolment of~ representative sample ·of schoolchildren made it possible to 

use the follow-up surveys to trace differences in the health and survival of 

children of different social classes. 

4 



rul·licatici~s:_ .J,iaterdty :i.n G~'e.at Eritain, Oxford :Un::i.vers ity.Press, Lo;1<l:6n~ 
l9Af; . 

Douglas, ,J. W .B. end Rowntree , Grisel da , .A Survey of . 
· Childbearing in Firitain. Pop. Studies, Vol . 1, No. 1, · 191;?. 

Douglas, J. n .B . and RoY'.11tree , Griselda, Sup1-llemer1tary 
r,:aternal and Child Health Services, Pt. I, Post-natal care, 

· Pt. II: i:;UI•sor:ies. Pop. Studies, VoJ.. Ill, Ho, ·2, 1949 ; 
Pt. III, Infant \folfere Centres, Pop. Studies, Vol. rn, 
No. 4,' 1950. 

Dougl as , J. ifT .B., Some Factors Associated with l?rematuri ty, 
Jotir.Obstetrics & G;ynaecology Brit. Emnire, Vol. lvii, 
1;0. 2, April 1950. 

Douglas, J. \'1 .B., The Extent of "Breast Feeding in Great 
Britain in 1946 with special reference to·the Health and 
Survival of Children. ·Jour.Obst. & Gyn. Brit. Emp., 
Vol. lvii, No. 3, June,. 1950. 

Rownt..ree, Griselda, Diphtheria Immunisation in a national 
sample of children aged .two years in March, 1948. 
h'ionthly Bull. .Min. Health, Vol. ix, June, 1950. · 

Douglas, J.H.B., 
I 

et la sante de 

/\ 
Deu.~ enquetes nationales sur 

I 
la materni te 

Vol. v, No. 4, 
1 1enfant en Grande Bretagne. 
1950. 

Population, 

Douglas, J. W .B., Weights and Heights of a national sample 
· of two-year old children. rue, Roy. Soc. 1,led.icine, 
Vol. xliv, 1950. 

Douglas, J. VI .B., Social Class Differences in Health and 
Survival during the first two years of life. The Results 
of a National Survey. l?op, Studies, Vol. v, No. 1, 
July, 1951. 

Douglas, J.W.B., The Health and Survival of Children in 
different social classes. The Results of a National 
Survey; The Lancet, No. 6680, Sept. 1951~ 

Rowntree, Griselda, Accidents among children under two 
years of age in Great Brite.in. Jour. Hygiene, Vol. xlviii,' 
No. 3, Sept. 1950. 

Rowntree, Griselda, Accidents~among young children. 
Monthly Bull. Min. Health, Ju.ly, 1951. 

Maccarthy, D., Mogford c., and Douglas, J.W.D., 
in a National Sample of 4 yeax old children. 
J'our., 1952, ii, p. -755. 

Circumcision 
Brit,Med, 

Douglas, J.W.B. and Mogford, Cynthia·, Health of Premature 
Children from Birth to Four Years. Brit.Med.Jour., 
April 4, 1953, P• 748. 
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Dou5lc1s, J ♦ - 'i .15 . ~act i' .. of:for(l, C;/r2thic., 'i'bn :: esult s ol' fl 

Jfaticmel Im1tdry ini;o t,hl:, Grm1th of ?re::iv.ture Ghilci~".'en from 
Birth to four yea~o . A1·chi-.res __ of' J>iser:r.e_:i:c Ci!·,:.ldho_ou, 
Vol. ;::<Vi:i.:l, l-:o . 1-';.2 , Decei::1:-er, 195J . 

• The Scotth1h. l.'.ental Sm·ve1..:. 

'£he C!'lquiry wa:3 conducted in 19/47, n moi!I objective b8ing to repeat 

the 1932 Scottfoh LentD.l ~5w.•vey in which intellige11ce tests were ad::n:inist.ered 

to all children aged 11+ at the time . This procedure was repeated in 19/i.7, . 

but as it was recogn:i.sed th~t e 1,wre repetition would contribute little of 

i ntI1ediate value to educational research, it vms decided to seize the 

opportur,it.y to enlaree the scope of the work. '£he enquiry \,as supervised 

by an ad h2£ joint committee of the Scottish Council for Research in 

Education and the Population Investigation Committee, with the co-operation 

and assistence of the local Directors of Education. The su1~ve:1 involved 

the admi1d.stratio11 of a group intelligence test to all. pupils born iri 1936; 

• the completion of a short sociological schedule for these pupils and of a 

more extensive sociological schedule for all pupils born on the f irst three 

days of each month in 1936, and for all twins born in 1936, and the 

e.dministrstion of individual ( 'l'erman->Merrill) t ests to a random sample of 

about 1200 pupils in order to calibrate t he eroup tests. 

The sociol ogical schedule which was cor,1pleted by all pupils contained 

questi<>ns on the place of residence , the number in the family and the 

position of the tested child in the family, the child's school EJttendance 

record, end the number of schools . previously attended • The random sample 

. sociological schedule asked in addition whether the child had been evacuated 

during the war, whet.her the child was living with his or her own mother , 

the occupation of the child's father, the age of the mother, the housing 

conditions, thechil d 1s height and weight and requested information 

regarding certain physical disabilities . 
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'l'he · group test vms taken by some 75,000 boys end girls born in · 1936, 

and in addition 7,.380 random sample sociologicel ' schedules were completed. 

Tbe enquiry was designed to trace any cl'ianges that may have occurred 

in the intelligence of the population, and to study the association betwee~ ­

familJr size and intellieence and the relation· 1:-etween intellicence end 

certain other social factors . The results .. are set out in 3 volUl!'\es of 

which tTTo have alreacy appeared and the third is in course of publicationo 

Arrangements h&ve been made to i'ollow up a sample of the cb.ildren tested in 

order to compare their subsequent careers with their perf or me.nee in the 

intelligence test. 

Publications: Scottish Council for Research ih E:ducation, TilL Trend of 
Scottish Intelligence . A ComRarison of the 1947 ang 
l.9,.22 Surveys of Eleven-~,-e.or old pup.ll.!!. University of 

_London Press, Ltd., London, 1949. 

Scottish Counci l for Eesearch in Education, Social 
Implications qf the 1947 Scottinh Mental Surve_y, 

. University of London Press , -London, 19530 

S. N. Mehrotra and J . He.xwell, 'l'he Intelligence of Twins. 
A Comparative Study of Eleven- year- old '£wins . Pop. Studies, 

. Vol. iH, No. J , December, 1949. 

G~ Barclay and J . MaA~vell, The Intelligence_ of Twins . 
a Cornparlltive Study of Eleven- year-old Twins • . Pop. Studies, 
Vol. iv, No. 3, December, 1950. 

• Demographic ,MP~Ct.§_ of Socir..J. ;,Iobj_li~ . 

This ~nquiry \7as sponsored by the Pormletfon Investigation Committee as 

part of a wider stucly of social mobility undertaken by the. Nuffield Research 

Unit of the London School of Economics end the Ministry of Labour and 

National Service . 

Tbe sample ~onsisted of 10,009·ranclornly selected ino.ividuals and the 

interviewing was done by the Social Survey Division of the Central Office 

of Info1•meti on, during the pr~rioc. June to l.ugust, 191~9- The anal:rsis ·.-ias , 

however, confined to J.&'93 ' current' r,wr:riages , dcfine,d as ma:r.riac;,3s 11ontracted 
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before 19J0 e.nd. which ,::ere still in existence in 19/i-9• 

· The follo·,1ing questions 1:vere asked in the schedule: 

· 1. Year of Birt;h, Eirthplace , . Sex and karital Status of the subject sampled. 

2. Year of last mor2·iage and number of children born alive · in the case of . 
· rnorried subject,s. 

3. Detailed infor·rnation regardine; the occupation of the subject, subject's 
spouse, father and fatner-in- la\7. 

L1• • Information regarding the education of the subject and his or her spouse • . 

. The enquiry !Vas designed to provide information on the i nterrelation 

between social status of the head of the family, his social origin, and the 

size of h_is family. 'i'he relationship between personal mobility as measured 

· by the· difference between occupation at marriage and occupation at interview, 

- . 
· end size of family was also investigated. 

Data relating. to all the 5,100 married subjects in the original sampl e 

were also analysed to s;tudy the· degree of intermarriage between different 

social classes. 

Publications: J. Berent, Fertility and Social Mobility, Pop, Studies, 
Vol . v, No. 3, · March, 1952, pp. 244- 60. 

J. Berent, Social Mobility and !i arriage . A Study of '!'rends 
in England and Wales in Sociai lfobility in Britain, edited 
by D.V. Glass; London, 1954 • . 

'• The Cancer Registration Scheme. 

Although this scheme is of primary interest to medical statisticians, 

a ·brief account is included here in view of its interest in the study of 

morta.li ty. The scheme is operated by the General Register Office through 

"registering centres" which may be an individual hospital, a radiotherapy 

centre or a group of hospitals. Each centre reports to the General 

Register Office every new case of malignant disease enc_ountered, and a 

central register is built up f r om these cards. A follow-up report on each 

patient is made every year . 
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Information asked for includes t,be occupation of the patient (or · the 

patient's busbctnd in the. case of a married wornc.1n), . his oge, the type of 

cancer he is sW.'fering from, and the type of treatment received. The ri;ain 

object is to obtain information regardirig the incidence of cancer in relation ·· 

to age, site and sex, the method of treatment empl oyed an4 certain 

differential survival rates. 

Statistics relat,ing to the scb,eme are published· in the Registrar 

~al' s Statistical~~. The fcllo~ing special reports have also 

been issued by .Her :·.:ajesty' s Stationery Office : -

P. Stocks; Regional and Loce.1 Differences in Cancer Death Rates , London, 
194?. 

II 

II 

II 

II 

Cancer Registration in Engl and and ;lales, London, 1950. 

Cancer :~ep,istration in E~land and ~,!ales, Thir<l Year Recovery 
and Survival f~ates , London, 1952. 

7. Studies of Childt~aring in Aberdeen. 

A number of p&pers on different aspects of childbearing .have been 

publish~d ·by. me~be~~ of.· the Department of .Midwifery at the University of 
. . . 

Aber deen, work~ng under the general d_irection of Professor D. Baird. It 

was possible to obtain information about a very r.igh percentage of.all 

deliveries in that city and. to relate such factors as birthweight, neo- natal 

mortality, difficult labour, etc., to varfous socfal and economic factors.-

A number of papers are still in the press; amongst those published so far 

are t he following: 

D. Boird: Variations in Reproductive Pattern according to Soc.ial Class, 
The Lancet, July 13th, 1946, 

n 

II 

II 

II 

Social Glass and Foetal fl:ortality, The Lancet, Cctober 11 th, 194 7. 

Social Factors in Obstetrics, 'i'he Le?1cet, June 25th, 1949 , 

E.H.L. Duncan; D. be.ird and .A.l:,. 'i'homson, The Causes and Prevention of 
Stillbirths and f irst vmek Deaths. Pt. I, The 1~vide:ice of 
Vital Statistics. Jou1·.0bst • .?: Gyn.Brit.Empfre; Vol. lix, 
J:!o. 2, April 1952: P.t. II, Evidence from .A'cerueen Clinical 



Records , ibid, Vol. :J..:x, No. 1, February, 1953 • . 

D. Baird:. The Cause and Prevention of Difficult Labour. ..tmer.,Tour.Obst. 
~. Vol. lx:i.ii, Nd. 6, JW1e, 1952. 

D.B. Stewart :md Eileen hl. Scott: The l\ssessment of Efficiency in Lsbour, 
Psychological Factors related to Labour. '.l'rans.Bdin.Obst.Soc. 
Session cv, 1952-3. 

D. Baird and R. Illsley, :E:nvironment and Childbearing, Proc,Roy.Soc.i',;ed., 
Vol. xlvi, No. 2. 

D. Beird end Eileen r.~-. Scott:. Intelligence and Childbearing, Eugenics 
Review, 1953. 

s. Encuiry into Infant r,~ortality. 
I 

T_his enquiry is conducted by the Social 1',iedicine Research Unit, of the 

Medical Research Council with the co-operation of the General f..egistEir Office • 

It is based entirely on birth and death certificates. .All the deaths of 

infants under one year· or age which occurred in 1949 or 1950 were related 

to the birth certificate~ in order to study the relationship of infant and 

neo-natal mortality to maternal age and parity, b·irth spacing, occupation of 

father, housing conditions, etc. The influence of birth spacing , sex 

and loss of previous children will also be consideredo Finally the 

influence of these factors on different causes of death will be studied. 

No results of this_ enquiry have been published at .the time of writing. 
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