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EXAMINATION OF PETITIONS RELATING TO CERTAIN INCIDENTS THAT OCCURRED IN THE
CAMEROONS UNDER FRENCH ADMINISTRATION IN APRIL-MAY 1955 AND THE ACTION TAKEN
BY THE LOCAL AUTHORITY WITH REGARD TO THEM: DRAFT REPORT OF THE STANDING
COMMITTEE ON PETITIONS (T/C.2/L.215) ’ :

The CHATRMAN recalled thet at the previcus meeting, the So_\fiet
reprecentative had drawn the Committee's attention to the fact that some of

the Special Representative's statements had not been included in the Committee's
draft report on the evamination of petitions reiatinv to certain incidents that
had occurred in the Cameroons under Frencn. admmlstratlon 1n Aprll-May 1955

and the action taken by the local authority 'nth regard to them (T/C 2/L.215)

On the basis_of the Soviet representative’s observations, the Secretariat had ‘
drafted eight amendments which hed been circulated _to members of the Committee. -

Mr, BERENDSEN (Secretary of the Committec) explained that the Special
Representative had approved the text of the apendments, which simply reproduced

certain passages of the summary records of meetings. He read the texts of the
eight amendmentsl as follows: '

Amendnent No. 3
"In section IV, paregraph 43, add the following:

"1The Special Representative confirmed the statement in the
observations of the Adninistering Authority that the meeting
sugzested by the representative of the High Conmissioner’ between
himself and Mr. Mounid€ had not taken place because the latter had
asked for a written invitation and for permission to be accompanied
by a substantial delegation of his party.'"

Lmendment No. 4

"In section IV, replace the last three sentences of paragraph hS by the
following:

"tThe licence numbers of vehicles given in petition T/PET. 5/666

. probably corresponded to the actual licence numbers of fire,brigade
and Administration vehicles, but the Special Represen*atlve was
unsble to say whether those partlcular cars had been near the
UPC headquarters at the time in question. He could see nothing

]_./ For the text of amendment No. 1, see T/L.63l, section I, para. 27; for the
text of amendment No. 2, see T/L.634, Introduction, para. 12.
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(Mr. Berendsen, Secretary of the Committee)

surprising in the fact that vehicles belonging to the fire brigade
should have been standing in front of & building where a fire had
broken out. The fire brigede had been accompanied by a platoon
of gardes camerounais, armed with rifles, asa precaution.'" 2/°

Amendment. No. 5

"In section V, add the following at the “end of paragraph 16

"1The Spec1al Represennative stated further that & UPC meeting
scheduled for that day had been cancelled at the request of the
administrative authorities and that no other public meeting had
token place since the curfew had been imposed at 7 pem.tt 3/

Amendrient No. 6

"In section VI add the following after the words !forced their way in! in-

the fourth line of paragraph 28:

"thad spoken to the Administrator and had withdrewn with a Mr. Ndjahi,
who was being interviewed by the Administrator at the:time.f" E/

Anendment No. 7

"In section VII, replace the third sentence of paragraph 9 by the following:

"tIn each case the police had arrived too late to prevent the
breaking up of the meetings or the destruction of the huts. 5/
It had been unasble to take preventive measures and precautions
because it had been unaware that the UPC intended to hold any
meetings. 6/ After an investigation twelve people had been
charged at Bafoussam and five at Bafang.!" :

Amendment No. 8

llIn

section IX, paragraph 2:

"(a) Add the words 'had never provoked armed demonstreations, because it!
after the word 'WPC! in the second sentence;

"(b) Add after the second sentence the following: 'In particular they
state that the articles of associstion of the UPC show that it is
democratic in character and that it has never been armed and has not

Sce
Sen
See
Sce

See

raised armed forces.t"™

\D

T/C.2/3R.70T, -

T/C.2/3R.%09, p. 6.
T/C.2/SR.510, p. 10.
v/c.2/5R.%51L, p. 3.
T/C.2/SR.311, p. 6.
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Mr. SCHEYVEN (Belg:.um) inqulred Whether the emendments had been
subml’cted by the Soviet Union: He asked the Cheirman to read them paragraph

by paragraph, so that he could hear the interpretation, as he could not rapidly
examine & text for which there Was no French translatlon. -

Mr. HAMILTON (Australis) asked that the amendments should be voted on

one by one.

The CHATRMAN explainecl that the smendments had been proposed by the
Secretariat as a result of the observations made by the Soviet representative s

vho had noted a certain number of omissions in the report. FEach amendment |

would be voted on sepsrately.

Mr. LEFEVRE (Special Representative) conflrmed his approval of the
texts which had been submitted.

Amendment No. 1

Amendment No. 1 was approved by 2 votes to 1, with 3 abstentions.

Mr. HAMILTON (Australis) said that he had abstained because he saw
no point in the amendment. There was no need for the Administering Au’chority

to explain what it had not intended to do.

Amendment No. 2 N .

Mr. HAMILTON (Australla) inquired why the oecretariat referred only
to the negative aspects of the attacks by Cameroon:.ans on police stations and.
military depots. He uhough* that if it was steted ‘chat the seu.zure of fire-srms -
had nct been the primsry purpose of an attack by the Cameroonians, thelr real

purpose should be stated.

Mr. BFRENDSEN (Secretary of the Comm:nttee) explained that the Secretariat

had confined itself to reproducing certain passages of the officwl records, as the

Committee had requested it to do.
Mr. HAMILTON (Australia) pointed out that it wes difficult to vote when
there had been no time to ascertain how the new texts were to be incprporated‘_in_

the draft report.
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Mr. SCHEYVEN (Belgium) said that he could not take part in the vote

without having an opportunlty to read the texts carefully and to awend them
if necessary.

Mr. BENDRYSHEV (Unidn of Soviet Socialist Republics) pointed out
that, as the representative‘bf the Secretariat had expleined, those texts were
not new; they sidply condénsed'the statements of the Special’Representative as
reproduced in the summexry records of the meetings.

Mr. SCHEYVEN (Belgium), supported.by Mr, de ONMEEHP(France), proposed
a brief recess.

It was so decided. ‘
The meeting was suspended at 4.40 p.m. and resumed at 4.50 p.m.

AY

Amendment No. 2

-

There were 3 votes in favour and 3 egainst.

After a brief recess in accordence with rule 38 of the rules of‘prdcedﬁre :
of the Trusteeshlp Council, a second vote was taken.

There were 3 votes in favour and 3 sgelnst. Amendment No. 2 was not adopted.

Mr . BENDRYSHEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) requested that
the text of the parsgraph which the Committee had not adopted should be recorded
in the draft report together with the result of the vote.

Mr. SERAPHIN (Haiti) expiained that he had abstained in the vote on
the first amendment because he did not know the facts of the situatioh. During

the recess, he had learned what'they were from the Haitian representative who
had been present at the previocus meeting, so that he had been in a position to
vote for the second emendment .

The CHAIRMAN expleined that he had voted for the second amendment
because the Special Representative had not obJected to it.

Amendment No. 3

Mr., HAMILTON (Australia) requested that cmendment No. 3 should be put
to the vote. He saw no need for the Special Representative to confirm the
observations of the Administering Authority. o

Amendment No. 3 was rejected by 3 votes to 1, with 2 abstentions.




T/0.2/sR335
"~ English .
Page 7

The CHAIRMAN explained that he ‘hed sbstained beceuse the passage
was merely a repetition,- ’

Amendment No. 4t . P

-

Mr. HAMILTON (Australia) reguested that amendment No!.;hv'shoulrd be
put to the vote. He would vote against it because it added nothing to the
draft report as it stood. | ‘

Amendment No. 4 was rejected by 3 votes to 1, with 2 abstentions.

The CHAIRMAN explained that he had abstained because the contents of -
‘that amendment were purely speculative. '

Mr. BENDRYSHEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Repﬁblics)vsaid .he had
voted in favour of the amendment as he had hoped that it would help-, shed some
light on the incidents. It should be noted that, at:cording to the Special

Representative'!s own statements, the Administration had not invé“*‘igai:ed to

find out where the vehicles with the numbers g given in the petltlon had been
located at the time of the burning of the UPC offices. '

Amendment No. 5

Mr. HAMILTON (Australia) asked the Special Representative the meening
of the text: had the meeting been cancelled because of the curfew, or had the

UPC cencelled it 1n response to the request of the authorlt:.es?

Mr. LEFEVRE (Special Representatlve) replied that the meeting had
been cancelled voluntarily by the UPC leaders.

Mr. SCHEYVEN (Belgium) called for a vote on the new text.
Amendment No. 5 was adopted by 3 votes to 1, with 2 abstentions..

Amendment No. 6

Mr. HAMILTON (Australia) asked the Special Representative whether
the excerpts from the summery records given in amendment No. 6 accurately
reflected the facts he had wished to give the Committee or whethexr they were

guotations out ¢f ccntext.
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Mr. LEFEVEE (Special Re;sresentative) explained thet he had accepted
the text because the facts_glven4Were accurate, but he wighed to p01nt out
that all the £aets were not given,

Mr. HAMILTON (Australia) called for a vote on the amendment .
There were 2 votes in favour, 2 against and 2 sbstentions. . -
Aftcr a brief recess in accordance with rule 38 of the rules of procedure
of the Trusteeship Council, a second vote was taken.

Amendment No. 6 was adopted by 3 votes to 2, with 1 abstentlon.

Amendment No. 7

Mr. SCHEYVEN (Belgium) called for & seperste vote on the nev text
suggested by the Secretariat to replace the following pessage of paragiaph 9:
"the police had arrived too late to prevent the destruction”.

Mr. de CAMARET (France) requested a separate vote on the two sentences
of the new text: he would vote asgainst the second.

The CHAIRMAN put to the vote the first sentence of the text suzgested
by the Secretariat.

The first sentence was adopted by 3 votes to 1, with 2 abstentions.

The CHAIRMAN called for é vote on the second sentence of the text
suggested by the Secretariat.

The second sentence wes rejected by 3 votes to 2, with 1 abstention.

Amendment No. 8

Mr. BERENDSEN (Secretary of the Committee) pointed out that the addition
suggested by the Setretariat to persgraph 2 reproduced the statements of the
petitioners.

Mr. SCHEYVEN (Belgium) requested a separate vote on that addition.

Mr. BENDRYSHEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republicq) was surprised
that & text summarizing a petition should be put to the vote.
Anendment No. 8 was adopted by 3 votes to 2, with 1 abstention.
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Mr. BENDRYSHEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said in
| exple.nation of his vote on the amendments s that his affirmative votes could

not be considered as supporting the substance of the statements made by the
Special Representative, '

‘Mr. SCHEYVEN. (Belgium) cons:Ldered that it was a case of anouymous

amendments rather than amendments proposed by the Secretarisat. - That was why,
in principle, he had voted agamst, them. - Furthermore , some of the texts tended ‘
to distort facts rather than show them in their true perspective. -

Mr. BENDRYSHEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) reciues ted that
section 'IX, paragraph 14 should be put to & separaie vote since it onJy L
restated what hed already been _stated in the written observations.of thLz
Administering Authority. o o ‘
Section IX, paragraph 1k was adopted by 5 votes to 1.

The CHATRMAN recalled that the Secretariat had been asked to modify
paragraph 8 in the introduction to the report so as to include the amendments

presented by the USSR representative and rejected by the Commithee.

Mr, BERENDSEN (Secretary of the Committee) pointed out that the ‘tex;c}
of the new parsgraph 8 would state that at its 320th, 330’011 and 3318t meetings
the Committee had studied ‘a certain number of draft reselutions, the first of =
~ which covered all the petitions examined in the report, while the amendment
. that followed, proposed by the USSR representative, had not been adopted.

The Secretariat would thengive‘ a 1ist of the votes that had been taken on
each of the other draft resolutions, the text of which would be annexed to

the report. o N

Mr. BENDRYSHEV (Union of Sovie’c Socialist Republics) felt that '
paragraph 8 of the report should show how the Committee had voted in the case
of the draft resolution and should state that specific paragraphs of that draft
had been adopted while other parsgraphs had been rejected; the text of those
rejected paragraphs to which he had previously referred should then be quoted.

Mr. HAMILTON (Australia) suggested that paragreph 8 should state that
at the request of the USSR representative, certain paragraphs which had not been
adopted had been included in the report.
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The CHATRMAN said that the Secretariat would take note of the various
suggestions. He asked the Committee members if they were in sgreement with -
the text of paragraph 9 in the introduction to the report.

Mr. BENDRYSHEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) requested that
the paragraph be put to a separate vote.,.

Pareczraph 9 was adopted by 3 votes to none, with 3 abstentions.

The CHAIRMAN asked the members of the Committee to state their

views on the whole of the report to be transmitted to the Trusteeship Council.

Mr., de CAMARET (France) sald that he would vote for the report, Put
recalled that he had reserved the right to explein to the Council the position

of his country in regerd to the petitions received from the political groups
that had been disbanded.

Mr. HAMILTCN (Australié) hoped the re‘porﬁ would make it clear that the
Committee, not wishing to come to a decision in the matter, had left it to the
Council to decide on the procedure to be followed in regard to the petitioners
in question. The delegation of Australia also had certain reservations and would
explain them before the Council.,

The draft report (T/C.2/L.215) was adopted, with the amendments mede by -
the Secretariat, by 4 votes to 1, with 1 .gbstention.

The meeting rose at 5.40 p.m.






