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Draft Feurth Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on Petitiéns 
~ Chairman: Prince Wan Waithayakon :
: . (Thailand)
1, The Ad Hoc Committee on Petitions, established by the Trusteeship
Counéil at the 1lst meeting of its ninth session, and composed of the
representétives of Argentiné; Belgium, New Zealand, Thailand, the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of America,examihed
at its 13th and 14th meetings on 12 and 13 July 1951, the following
petitions concerning the Cameroons under British administration referred
to it by the Council: "
I. Petition from the Ex-Servicemen's Union, Victoria (T/PET.L/68)
11, Petition from the Bakweri Land Committee (T/PET.L/69 and
T/PET.L/69/Add,1)
III. Petition from Mr. Joseph Ngu (T/PET.4/70) and
Petition from the French Cameroons Welfare Union (T/PET.A/?l and
T/PET.4/7L/Add.1).
2. Brigadier E.G. Gibbons participated in the examination as the special
representative of the Administering Authority., | . ) |
3. The Ad Hoc Committee submits herewith to the Council its report on

these petitions.,
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“Petition’ dated 1. Se tembervl, varom the Ex~Servicemen's Union, Victoria

S
: T/PET .4 /68)

A, Sumary of the Petition i--l . . _ o |
i, 'The petitloners present various comments on .the observations of the
Administering Authority (T/489) on their previous petition (T/?FT L/18), vhic.
was disposed of at the sixth session of the Council, A X4e

| ‘_(a) They point out. that the ex-servicemen of - their d1v151on represent

B only one—quarter, rather than a mejority (as’ stated hy the Admlnisterlng

| Authoigggg{&éggghe members of the Victoria Division of the Ex-Servicemen's

Welfare/Council, and maintain that it is- Because they are in the minority

.yfthat they have not succeeded in- their programme.

‘ (b) They claim that their~request for a: pald full—tlme secretary for the
Ex-Servicemen § Welfare Association Councll has been’ refused for lack of
funds.lLJ_ . wag T - T MR e ’

'i(c) They,. complain that, althohgh there are hostels and clubs for ex-~
servicemen in various towns in ngerla, there are none in the Cameroons;
. the reading room said to be available to them in Victoria is not used since
:it houses the Native Appeal Court. and the offices ‘of the President of the
'Fedefated Council, and there are no' reading rooms'in'the‘Territory.
(d) They point out that, dr spite of the Administering Authority's
statement to the: contrary,: Native kuthorities have not“been allowed to
| grant loans to ex-servicemen; furthermore, 'a loan requested from the
Eastern Regional Development Board-in April 1950 in order to reduce
K unemploywent has not yet been granted.
(e) Flnally, they charge that the Cameroons Development Corporatlon has
" embarked upon a scheme of mass dismissals of’ ex~serv1cemen in its employ,
‘a5§7iﬁe Preventive Services will not .employ: éx-servicemen without "the
requisite educational qualifications', o
:'2} They therefore request (a) that the Nigerian Ex—Servicemen s Welfare
i\ssociation Council of the Victoria Division should have a majority of ex-

servicemen; (b) that the organization should.have a full-time”

_/ In resolution 133 (VI) dealing with this petition, the Council, having
taken note of the observations of the Administering Authority (T/489)

and the statement of the special representative that strenuous efforts

had been and would continue to be made by the Administering Authority to

help homecoming servicemen, expressed the hope that such efforts would be
continued and i’ necessary incr‘eased A S o - P —
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secretary; (c) that the government should establish hostels, clubs and readinn
rooms for them; (d) that the loans requested by and on behalf of ex-serv1cemen
should be given sympathetic consideration; and;(el.that the Cameroons Develop-
ment Corvoration and'the Civil Preventive Seryices should‘be-advised by the
Administering Authority to "temper with- justice their present policy of

discrimination against the Ex-Servicemen in respect to employment."

'

B, Observations of the Adminlsterlng Authori*y

i The Administering Authority gave detalled 1nformat10n on the various points
raised in the petition.l It was stated that°

(a) the Nigerian Ex—Serv1cemen s Welfare Associatlon had been set up by

an ordinance of the Nigerlan Government as a statutory body, with
.particioatlon limited to ex-serv1cemen.' The attendance figures of th
Victoria Divisional Counc1l of the Nigerian Ex~Serv1cemen s Welfare
Association had shown that at all meetings save the first held betwee!
November 19&7 and October 1950 African ex-serv1cemen had been in a
majority. The Ex~Serv1cemen S Union of Victoria was a private body
with a variable membershlp. .
(b) the appointment of a full-time paid secretary for the Victoria
. :Div151onal Council had been refused unless the Victoria Divisional
o Coun011 could raise the necessary funds.. In a 51m11ar instance, it
had been said that such an app01ntnent would divert money which might
_be spent on indlgent ex—serv1cemen, and that as a matter of principl:
duties performed by Divisional Councils should be honorary.

(¢) the relatively small numbers of ex-servicemen in any one centre and
thevdifficulties of transportation mitigated against the formation of
exéservicemenﬁs clubs in the Trust Territory. In Victoria Division
there were increasing welfare,facilities.provided by the Cameroons
Development Corporat{on, and the use of'the reeding roomlin question

~depended on clearance_as to whether it would he in use for jddicial

purposes,

1/ 7/928 and ‘T/AC,L1/SR.13 -

o . .
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(d) that the Native Authorities had béen discourdge

_gf?omﬁélentinéﬁloans
in view of their limited finanecial resources, bnt that other organs
lylisuch as the Eastern Regional Development Board had € (;é.faCIIitle
. The application in qnestion was still being considered by the'Board
-‘which had requested further 1nformation from the applicants concernw,
o2 o+ the oroject. Grants-in-aid had been given to ex-serVicemen who had
' undertaken training at the Government Farm, Bambui, and loans ‘had beer
given to three ex-servicemen who had undertaken a textile training
_course at Aba, Loan applications from ex—servicemen capable of en-
gaging in, business or agrlculture would receive most sympathetic
consideration. . T

s'(e) there had been no mass dismissals of ex—servicemen, or of any other
=_A4; workers by the Cameroons Develonment Corporation, and the labour demar
| pf the Corporation was steadily increaSing, Tt was imDOSSible ‘to give

;,Job priority to ex-servicemen lacking in’ essential qualifications when

;other suitable candidates were available, and dismissals of ek~

~ servicemen might have occurred on grounds of 1ncompetbnce, but not as
R _calculated discrimination. ' '

L, The Administering Authority stated that there would seem

to. be nothing to add to the resolution orev1ously adopted on this subject by the
Q,Council, __" o

C. Actlon taken by the Ad Hoc Committee ¥e aowr s Baoepy By g e

d S;f ThlS petition was examined- and discussed at the lBth and 14th meetings of th
gg:hoc Committee on 12 and 13 July 1951, The relevant discussion is coptained
in documents T/AC.41/SR.13 -and SRX4s = " oo o iy P S
6. Zrbe representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics proposed that
“the" Committee insert in the resolution d pardgranh to. the -effect that.the
Trusteeship'Council“note'that the Administering Authority -had notataken the
appropriate measures to act om the'requests 'of :the petitioners"aS‘expressed in
their previous petitions, and that it recommend that the Administering Authorit
.take immediate measures to satisfy the requests ‘of the petitienens. A6 a result
of the rejection ‘of this proposal by the Committee by hd St L »
he was not in a position to support the draft resolution;74 : ‘;} g3

7. At its 1hth meeting, the Committee adopted By 7 “”l’““w”"ﬂr

PRy s

the draft resolution which is reproduced below as Resolution I,
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II, Petition dated 26 May 1951 from. the Bakwerd Land Committee (T/PET.L/69 and
T7PET.A o/add)

A, Sumary of the Detition . - e it _

8. In 4 cablegram the Secretary of the-BakWeri Land Committee states that the
Committee has handed the, Special representatiVe of the Administerlng Authorit;
resolutions for consideratlon during the next session of'the Trusteeship Counc*
9¢ In-the letter (T/PET.A/B?/Add.l) outlining the. resolutions the petitioners
- make -the follow1ng points' )

(a) In spité of their aporeciation for the proposed measures for the
‘ allev1ation of the land shortange and the social regeneration of the Bakweri
| people, they resolve hot to co-operate until the Administering.Authority makes
an unequivodal and categorical:statement to the effect thet.the Bakweri people
are the sole legal owners of the lands in the Victoria Division in which
- plantations are .now being opérated by the Cameroons Development Corporation.
. (b) :The Bakweri lands cannot be' justly "owned by the whole Trust

Tertritory" as suggested by.the special representative of the Administering
‘ Authority, while'the rest of ‘the Trust Territory's'lands are not being operated
in the interest of eVery member of the .Territory. | .

(e) Although the Administratlon claims to have bought the. lands from the
Custodian- of Enemy Property for the "nétives" as a good gesture, the
petitioners contend that the statement that the rents now being paid to-the

Governor serve to meet the cost of buying the plantations from the Custodian

belies the Administering Authority 's good intentions, Claiming that suth a
protedure "would summarily rean that the Bakweri lands have bought theméelves
back", the petitioners request that the rents be pald to them and not to the
Governor, 51nce the lands are not crown’ lands, o h

(d) The petltioners further ‘request that all missionary bodies and
trading firms be informed ‘that the Bakweri people through the Governor of
Nigeria may demand the oaroels of land held by them on the oayment of

" :compensation as may be determined adequate.

B, Observations of the Adninlstering,Authorltv AL ’ '
10. The Administering Authority statedl/that “ther subject matter of this

1/ 1/933 and T/ﬁC.LI/SR,13~..U;;T b gft W e e
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. petition had hlready been exhauvsta\’rlei}"examined by the Vls:uting‘ I ission to Wes*
Afrlca, 19&9 and’ bv the Trusteeshlp Council, and that the Council had commende
the: policylof the Adminlstrat:[on in its rejection of the cla';i‘ns o} the Bakwerl
Land Committee. the :unplementation of the recommendations of the Council con-
cerning the solution of the special difficulties confronting the Bakweri peoy
had been delayed by the refusal of the Balgweri Land Committee to co-roperate.
“""‘l:he Land Cdnmittee bontinued to mainta;n 1te qriginal pdeit}.on and ev1dent,1y
_‘.hoped to achleve its end by continued attr:.t:.on. . Such 8 short-—term victory

" would operate to the’ detr:unent of the long-term development :of the. Trust

.- Territory, and the Adminigtration remained anxioue..,to_lmplement the '

Y ,Adminietratlon's determination to assist the’ Bakweri,

.~ recommendations of the. Gouncil as soon as ‘the attitude *of the Bakweri: .
. representatives would allow, The-geographical: positibn of the Bakweri Would
., now beg:m to -bring them special. benefits as.provided ih-the welfare neastres of
the Cameropns:Devet¥opment’ Corpordtioni-and.the Community Development Tramlng
Gentre. -at-Man. o ¥ar Bay, Victoria provided-‘éoncrote” ev1dence of the
.- 11; .It was stated that”younger and'moére intelligent eléments of the Bakweri
- were-beginning to see'that: the poliéy of thé Comnittee was' riot 1n thelr best
-+ Interests,. and the Adminietration ‘'had “hopes - that thé’ attitude of the Eakweri
-might- chamge in the“futire, Political efements i ‘the southern Cameroons were
- also endeavouring to influénce’ ‘the’ attltude ‘of the’ Bakweri «in the d:.rection of

co<operatich with thé Admmlstratlon. o 8

. .

we S o e g ”
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b. Action taken by the Ad Hoc Committee - - .71 5% i \ P
.y A28 Thie petition was examined -andr dlscussed at the 13th. And,lhth meetings of
. the ad hoc Committee on 12 .and 13 July 1951. The- relevant discussion, ;s
_.._contained in documents T/AC:4X/SR,13 and: SRalh. e ket 2 ’4".-"-"2"3.-‘3 DA TR

[ The. represent,atlve of the Union of-Soviet Soclalist;Republics proposed

, ,;.that the Comm.ttee insert. in the ‘resolution & paragraph tor theceffect that the
b_.Trusteeship Councn,l n.nvite. the:. Administermg Autherity to: return to the Bakweri
;_lands alienated from it in wvarious yays, mcluding the - lands now ‘oretipied by tt

Cameroons Development Corporation and by religious mlsslo;le a,pd, tradj,n& firms,
n ’l!\ T

As a result of 'the rejection of. this: proposal’ by the’ ‘Conmittee’ \ay o
, he was not in a position, to suprort the draft resolution-7
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1h;, At its 1hth meeting, the Ccmmlttee adooted by _
g the draft resolutlon which is reproduced below as

; . i ‘ L % ‘-~~" 4‘ Ty : -“ . \‘ " _‘., -‘.__ . ?' t
resolutien II, . . N

e

" III, Petitions from Mr. Joseph Ngu (T/PET.L/70) and the French Cameroons
] ‘Welfare Union (T/PET.L/71 ‘and T/PET.L/717/Add.1) dated 16 June 1951 and
6, 10 and 16 June.respectively. B TIPS g

L S

A, "Summary of the petitions =~ .- s e sl RE

* . 15. “The French Cameroons Welfare Union (T/PET.4/71 énd" Add. 1) refers to its

. previous petltlonl addressed to the Visiting lMission to Trust Territories in
" Yest Africa -and states that in spite of the assurances given -the: Council by the
special representative that immigrants from the French Cameroons enjoyed équal
privileges with the'logalAinhabitgnts.of the British Cameroons, and the Council
.consequent decision to take no action, the, "repl political situation' as
concerned the jmmigrants at that time was. far from satisfactory.. They state
that the actual numbe?‘of‘the,immigrants'-reprgsentativgs'in.thh the. Native
Authority Councils and the Native Courts: of the Victoria Division.was-not only
negligible but was not at all commensurate.with the total immigrant population
actually resident in that D1v1sion, and. clalm that there has. been no change in
this situation under the new Nigerlan Constitution. The petitioners protest
against their exclusion from Dartlcipatloﬁ in ‘the'new Constitution stating that
they are neither lentitledt te-choose their own candidates at the primary’or .
village election nor- allowed to vote for the candidates of ‘the'local
inhabitants, They claim .the right to vote on the grounds -that they pay head
-and incéme taxes and thus!are béing. taxed-without representation, that the total
adult male population-of-immigrants -living in the Victoria 'Federated'and the
Bakweri Clan NativerAuthority.areas compares favourably with ‘that of the
native population (total indigenous adult males in' these areas in 1949 being
4,494, of whom,3,451 were immigrants and:the majority from the Fremch
Camercons)-and that the immigrant population is"the main' stay of the econcmy of
. i @ ,

1/ T/PET.L/19 ~ 5/8 and Resolution 172 (VI)
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- the southern divisions of ¥ﬁé c&heiéanéfrrév{héé!""Tﬁé}“ihéféfé?é”}ééueéf that,
1n v1ew of the fact thst the French Cameroons 1mm1grants are scattered in the
Vlctorla Div1sion, the French Cameroons Telfare Union be constntuted a primary
electoral unit and that they be allocated seats at the Dlvisional Electoral
beetlng compatlble W1th their numbers. ¢ Pl G ;- - gl B
,”lé, They Iurther complaln that they are. dlscrlmlnated agelnét in the questlon
-of appointments to the publlc service of ‘the Cameroons under Brltlsh adm1n~
istration and thst, 1n spite of the fact that they. contrlbute a, conszderable
part of the evenue from whlch scholarshlps for Cameroons;youtbs are flnanced,
thelr children are. dlscriminated agalnst in the grantlng,of scholarships.
‘fl7§‘,Rinally,.&heyrprotest against the gront;er_between_the\two Cameroons
stating that 1t should not be alloved to form a bar. bo, the. enjoyment, of Himan
.‘rlghts_by the pegple.living on either side of it, iheyﬁrequestJthevTrusfeeship
“,,Councjl,tpfoonduct_a,referendum”atﬁanxearly.date to_ascertein tneﬁwisnes,of
,the indigenous, population with regard to the question of the;égQ}§§i°§a9f the
front;er control and the unlficatlon of the Cameroons. 5 b ARG
:18. Attaohed to the p"tltlon is a letter dated 12 June 1951 from hr. G, Osborn
District Officer, Vlctoria Division .in .which he 1nforms the. petltioners that
with regard to. their: request concernlng the,rlght to vote: in the prlmary
..elections, the electoral-officer is prepared. to accept.on.the electoral roll

. the name:of any person who can show that he or.his, father was born in the

. Victoria Division, a provision which should diSpose_ofzthe,difficulties of a
.considerable numberzoffpersons,of,French Cameyogons origin¢) Withhregard,to the
;rgst-he, stafes that.their only repoursekis to apply for naturalization as
+British subjects, -~ . % @ na g M . e wE, e

19, In a cablegram sent on behalf of the French Cameroons immlgrants of Kumba
(T/PET.4/70) Mr, Joseph Ngu claims that the French Cameroons immigrants, who
number several thousand in Kumba Division, 'strongly:protest. against,. thear
exclﬁsion-from-voting-and frem nominating ‘candidates -in“the Fforthcoming °
elections,* He states that suchiaction is contrary'to the policyoutlined to
the Trusteeship Council at -its’ sixth session -in Geneva and earnestly requests
that the Government revise its electoral procedure 4f" the" 1ight of 1ts~dec1ared

p "o B
U B ey . ‘,/ - R

policy.
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.Bé Observations of: the Admlnistering AdthOritv
"202' In an oral statement,l/the spe01a1 representative outlined the position of

anrench 1mm1grants in the Cameroons under British administration ‘with regard to
‘ electoral rlghts. ‘As had been explained to the V131ting Mission to West Africa
in 1949 and to the sixth session of the Trusteeship Council, the French
immigrants did share similar civic rights with the 1ndigenous population,
‘[ although they did suffer from certain social diSabilities inherent in changes
of residence._ In the past year a new problem had arisen in connexion with the
. formal method of election introduced in the new Nigerian constitution, as
distinct from elections for Native Authorities and similar bodies, The status
i of British subject or British protected person was a necessary qualification
for voting, and persons born in the French Cameroons or having acquired French
: cifizenship were automatlcally disqualified if they did not acquire
"sdbsequently the ‘status of Brltlsh subjectsor British’ protected persons, The
. preliminary requirement for naturalizatlon was a period of residence of five
| years, and after the completion of the naturalization papers and the subsequent
enquirios as to the character and prev1ous record of the’ ‘applicant citizenship
“would normally be granted There were no educational requirements for citizen-
ship, A delay of as long as two years might elapse between the application and
the final granting of 01tizenship. "There was very little knowledge of the
procedure of naturalization among the French immigrants but the Administration
was plannlng to public1ze the procedure, and it was considered that persons who
were suffi01ently advanced as to desire the vote were capable of considering the
procedure and that the District Officers were available to assist the applicants -
21. The suggestion of the creation of a special electoral unit for Frerch
1mm1grants was considered as 1mpractical as the 1mm1grants were scattered and

a constituency should be a geographlcal unit. - : ' i

C. Action taken by the Ad Hoc Committee: -
22, " THis petition was examined and.discussed at the 13th and 14th meetings of
--thé ‘ad hoc Committee on .12 and 13 July 1961. The relevant discussion is
contained in documents T/AC,41/SR,13-and SH,14, -

.23, At its 1lL4th meeting, the. Comrmittee adopted.by

the draft resolution which is reproduced below as resolution 111,

1/ T/AC.41/SR,13
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RESOLUTION I
PETITION FROY THE EX-SERVICEWEN'S UNION; VICTORIA (T/PET:4/68)
. CONCERNING THE CAYEROUNS UNDER BRITISH. ADITNTSTRATION

‘ ctlng under Artlcle 87 b of the Charter and 1n accordance w1th 1ts
rules of procedure,l k

o _.~..‘. “"_._

HaV1ng accepted and examlned at its nlnth session the petltlon from
the Ex~Serv1cemen's Union, Victoria (T/PET h/68), in consultation w1th the
Unlted Klngdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland as the Admlnlstering

:Authorlty concerned whlch des1gnated Brlgadier E.G. Glbbons as speclal
representatlve,

Having taken note of the written observations of the Admihiéteriné>

Authority (T/928) as well as of the oral statement of -the" spec1al representa-
t1Ve to the effect that: : ' ' . % A

, (a) at all but the first of the meetlngs of the Victoria DiV151onal
Council of the Nigerian Ex-Servicemen's Welfare Association Africen ex-
servicéemen had been in the magorlty, B8 W PF s niae B Y

(b) the appointment of a full<time paid'sébretary for the Victoria
Divisional Council would, unless the Council could itself raise the
necessary funds, divert money which might be spent on indigent ex-Bervicemen;
and, as a matter of principle, duties performed by Divisional Councils
should be hOnorary, ' ' v

(c) “£he Admlnlstering Authorlty was satisfied that in the Vlctorla
Divisidn adnquate soclal faC111t1es ex1sted for ex—serV1cemen 1f they W1shed
to avail themselves of thenty o .o '

(d) one application for a loan of L4,000 from the Eastern Reglon
Production Development Board was still under consideration, the Board having
found it necessary to ask for further information; grants4in~aid‘had been
given to ex-servicemen who had undertaken training at the Government Farm,
Bambui, and loans had been given in March 1951 to 3 ex-servicemen who had
undertaken a textile training course; loan applications from ex-servitemen
capable of engaging in business or agriculturc would receive most sympathetlc
consideration;

(¢) therc had been no mass dismissal of ex-servicemen by the Cameroons
Development Corporation, though some might have becen dismissed on grounds of

incompctence;
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The Trusteeshlp Councll :

PR T
¥

Alternatlve A: (Belglum New Zealand Unltcd States of Amerlca)

l.-_ Draws the attention of the petltloners to the observatlons of the
Admlnlsterlng Authority; ' ' '

2,  Beiterates resolution 133 (VI) adbpted at its 51xth session on the
prev1ous petltlon from the. Lx—Serv1cemcn’s Unlon 1n whlch xt expressed the
hOpe that thc efforts which the Admlnlstexlng Authorlty was maklng to help

’home—coming servicemen would be continued and, 1f_necessary, increased, so
that any legitimate gricvance on the part of the cx-servicemen might event-
ually be met, |

' Alternatlvc B: (Unlon of Sov1et Socialist chubllcs)
‘i,‘ Notes that the Admlnlsterlng ‘Authority has not taken the appnopriate

.-J‘., cosptibBongi ssasdrs il

prev1ous petltlon, T

measures to act on the requests of the petitioners as expressed in their

2. Recommends that the Admlnlstcrlng Authorlty take lmmedlatc measurcs
to satisfy the rcqucsts of the petltloncrs,

3 . Invites the Secretary-General to 1nform the Administering Authorlty
) and the petltloners of this resolution in accordance with rule 93 of the
o rules of procedure for the Trusteeship Council,

[
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STwof | RESOLUTION.II

e e s PETITION FRON THE BAWKERT LAND COMMLTTEE
w7 (T/PET.A/69 and T/PET.L/69/Add.1)

CONCERNING THE CAMEROONS UNDER BRITISH ADhINISTRATION g

cting under Article 87 b of the Charter and 1n accordance w1th its
rules of procedure* - 5 e gv.g""

. HaV1ng accepted and examlned at its ‘ninth 36531on the petltlon from
‘the Bawkeri Land Committee (T/PET.A/69 and T/PET L/69/Add,1), in ‘consultation
with the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland as the

ﬁdmlnlsterlng Authorlty concerned, whlch de51gnated Brlgadler E G, Gibbons
as speclal rcpresentatlve, :

Having taken note of the wrltten observatlons of the Admlnlsterlng
Authorlty (T/933) as, well as of the oral statement of the SpeC1a1 represen=-
tat1Ve to ‘the effect that the Trusteeship Council had already fully
cyamined thls problem and that the Admlnlsterlng Authorlty was endeavourlng
.-to 1mplement the Trusteeship Council's recommendation, o j’J‘z

)

The ngsteeshlp Council .

Alternatlve Al (Unlon of Sov1et Soc1a115t Republlcs) v,'e T
1. Inv1tcs the Admlnlsterlng Authority to return to the Bawkeri lands-.

alienated from it in various ways, including lands occupied by the Cameroons

Development Corporation, religious missions and trading firms;

Alternative B: (Belgium, New Zealand, United States of America)
L. Reiterates its previous resolution 174 (VI) on the question ofvthe

Bavkeri and other lands held by the Cameroons Development Corporation,as
raised in certain petitions;

2. Draws the attention of the petitioners to the recommendations on land,

the Bawkeri problem and the Cameroons Development Corporation and its opera-
tions adopted by the Council at its ninth session in connexion with its
examination of the 1949 and 1950 annual reports on the administration of

(1)

"The Couneil, noting with epproval the steps taken by the Administe-
ring Authority in accordance with its previous recommendation regarding
the Bawkeri land problemj but noting with concern the inability of the
Administcring Authority's team of experts thus far to persuade the.
Bawkeri to abandon their claim to outright. ownership of the lands leased
by the Camcroons Development Corporation and to accept ' the scheme to
rescttle Bawkeri farmcrs on lands excised from the Corporation’s

the Territory, the text of which reads as follows:
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plantations, expresses the hope that various development projects in

the area, such as the Man o'War Bay scheme, may succeed in providing
a changed atmosphere and lead to a realization on the part of the
Bawkeri leaders of the beneficial effect on their situation of the
operations of the Corporatlon, as well as to thelr acceptance of the
resettlement scheme,

"Tho'Council, noting with approval that three indigenous' inhabitants
of the Territory have been appointed to membership in the Cameroons
Development' Corporation, expresses the hope that' the Admlnlsterlng
Authority will progre351vely increase indigenous participation in the

-Corporation as well as in other economic bodies,

"The Council notes with approval the policy of the Administering
Authority to elaborate projects of expenditure of the Corporation's
prefits in full consultation with local development committees; notes
further that this policy is in accordance with the Visiting Mission's
recommendation, endorsed by the Council, that measures be taken to
explain more clearly to the people the significance of the Corporation

and to accelerate their participation in its operation and control;

urges the administering Authority to extend the use of such committees;
and expresses the hope that in areas where these committcses are well
established the implementation of development projects may go forward
at an accelerated rate,"

Invites the Secrctary-General to inform the Admlnlsterlng Authorlty

and. the petitioners of this resolution in accordunce with rule 93 of the

rules of procedure for‘the Trusteushlp Coun01l. o

(1)

Text 1dopted by thc Drafting Comm1ttcc, but not yet by thc Trustecship
Council,
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Ll VRESOLUTION:ILE -« . ©,¢ = » :
; PETITION FROM MR. JOSEPH NGU (T/PET&Q/VO) AND, PETITION FROM THE . a
‘ FRENCH CAMEROONS WELFARE UNION (T/PET.A/?l AND T/PET h/71/hdd 1)

CONCERNING THE CAMEROONS UNDER BRITISH ADMINISTRATION

ne-v,'u‘ ‘-. &
s i N, - gt Tk ¥
a e e - . ke 5 by

1ng under Artlcle 87 b of the Charter and 1n accordance wmth 1ts
'rules of procedure,; '

: 3 : : S 7 ;
€.
‘-,4. J,,

Hgving accepted and examlned at its nlnth se531on thc petltions from
Hp, JOSeph Ngu (T/PET.L/70) and the French Camsroons Wélfare Union (T/PET.4/7L
end T/PET.L/71/Akdd.1), in consultation with the Unlted Klngdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland as the Admlnlsterlng Authority concerned, which designa-
ted ﬁrigadier E.Gs Gibbons as special representative,

Having taken note of the oral statement of the special representative
-to- the effect that:

(a) the new Nigérian Constitution had neceséitated a more formal method
of electing representatives than had formerly been followed, and a necessary
qualification of any voter was the status of British subject or British
protected personj

(b) the only recourse for a person not having such status, and therefore
disqualified from voting, was to seck naturalizationj

(¢) before applying for naturaiization such person must have been
rcsident in the Territory for ot least five years, and the formalities

involved in acting upon such an application might take up to two years;

The Trusteeship Council

1. Notes that close cooperation between the Administering Authority and
those elements of the population from the Cameroons under French administra-
tion is important to the development of the Territory;

2., Roouests the Administering Authority to furnish in its next annual report
additional {nformation on the cuestion of the status of residents of the
Comeroons under British administration who are immigrants from the Cameroons
under French administration, namely: the composition of this immigran¥ popula=
tion, the length of time they rcmain in the Territory, the proportion of this
population which has come to the Territory recently and the proportlon which
has bcen resident there for a long time, the number of immigrants who have

asked to acquire the status of British subjects and the results of their

requests, and the lcngth of time required for an immigrant not only to be
naturalized but to voteyp
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56

s A_Egg_ the Administering Authority:to make every effort to ensure that
the petltloners understand the procedures for acquiring naturallzatlon and
the right 'to. vote; YA 4, )

L4s Decides to place thesc petitions on the agenda of the session of the
Trusteeship Council, at which the requested information is available, and
to re-examine them at that time; . : 4 -

5. Invites the Secretary-General to inform the Admlnlsterlng Authorlty

“'and the ‘petitioners of this ‘resolution in accorddnce w1th"gple 93 of the
. rules of ‘procedurs: for the Trusteeship. Council,





