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1. The Ad Hoc Committee on Petitions, established by the Trusteeship 

Council at the lst. meeting of its ninth session, and composed of the 
. ' . ·, . 

representatives of Argentina, Belgi\.un, New Zealand, Thailand, the Union 
' of Soviet Socialist Republ:ics and the United States of America,examined 

at its 13th and 14th meetings on 12 and 13 July 1951, the following 

petitions concerning the Cameroons under British administration referred 

to it by the Council: 

I. Petition from -the Ex-Servic~men 1 s Union, Victoria (T,'PET.4/68) 

II. Petition from the Bakweri Land Conunittee (T/PET.4/69 and 

T/PET.4/69/Add,l) 

III. Petition from Mr. Joseph Ngu (T/P.ET.4/70) and 

Petition from the French Cameroons Welfare Union (T/PET.4/71 and 

T/PET.4/71/Add,l). 

2. Brigadier E.G. Gibbons participated in the examination as the special 

representative of the Administering Authority, 

3. The Ad Hoc Committee submits herewith to the Council its report on 

these petitions. 
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• -~ ! 

0 from the · Ex-Servicemen 1 s UniOJ?:.S....:VJ.~t.oril! 

· · A. summary of · the · Petition 
. •. 

• · .•. • .. ·, , I 
' · . · 

, : . .. :., ·, . 
'· 

L ··The petfti~~~r~ · prese~t various .comments on :the · observations of the 

. Administ.ering· A\{thority. (T/4S9) ~n t~~ir" ~r~vious . petition (T/PET ,4/18) ·, wh.i c. 

was disposed of at the s~h · s!3ssion b.f. the. ~Counc:il,J/ .. :: -~ :·_.· ' 

. (~) They P<;>int out;. that .:the ex ... servicemen o!' ·their (u;iision r_epresent 

only one-quarter, rath~r than a majority· (~s· stated' by th~ Aaminist~ring 
AuthC?r:t~y), of. the members of the Victo~ia Dlvisi~n o£ the E~~ervicemen's 

· .. · .· .. , Assocl'ation . · . , . 
Welfare7Council, .and _ maintain that it is · oecause they are in the minority 

'·~hat ·they have not ~u:eceeded in their ·prdgtarratie. · · 

. ·: . . (b) ~hey claim. that their- request · for ·a· p~id ·rtill-time secretary for the 

Ex-Servicemen.' s Welfare Associatibn Coun·cil has been · refused for lack of 
• • ' I , . . ' 

funds, _ . 
' ' ) ' '• · , I • • 

. . ) · . . 

(c) TheY; .comt;>lain that, althotlgh the·re a:re hostels and clubs for ex-

servicemen in various towns in Nigeria, there ·· are none in the Cameroons; . 

. the reading room said to be available to tnem in.Victoria 'is not used since 

_it h_ouses:. the Native Appeal. Court. an'd the offices :of the President of the 

·Federated Cquncil, and .there are no: r:eadfrig rooms· in· the ·Territory • 
. ·. ·- ,. .. 

(d) · They, po~t .out that, ·1:n' sDite · of the Administering· Authority's 
, .. . . . 

statement to th,e - contrary, : r~ative Authoritieis haVe not .been allowed to 

gr.~t loans to ex'7servicemen; . furthermore' ; a loan requested from the 

Eastern R~gi9nal DeYelopment Board ·in April 1950, iri order to reduce 

unemplo~~nt, has not yet been ·granted. 
, . .· • 

(e) Finally,. they charge that · the 'Canierootrs Development Corporation has 
' . 

embarked uoon a. scheme :of mass dismfssals 'of· ex-servicemen in its employ, 
· that · · . . . , . . ; · 

and/ the Preventi.ve Service~ will not .emplby: ex-servicemen w~thout "the 
;. : 

requisite educational qualifications", 

· 2~ They therefore request (a) that the Nigerian Ex-Servicemen's \velfare 

~ssociation Council of the Victoria Division should have a majority of ex-

servicemen; (b) that the organization should.bave a full-tim~' . · 
... ',: 

1/ In resolution 133 (VI) dealing with this petition, the Council, having 
taken note of the observations of the Administering Authority (T/489) 
and the statement of the special representative that strenuous efforts 
had been and would continue to be made by the Administering Authority to 
help homecoming servicemen, expressed the hope that such efforts would be 
COntinued anrf • i!' n eCeSSar:f' inCrea._s_e~_ fzJ . kA...JL ... ~ ... o~ .. R .. ¥-~. , -. AQ#JH. • -: fJ¥h_- .iiPBfA> ,~¥i!t¥ii;; Gt .-£) .. 3 • .A G)_,,..%Q, _& , )i!!~ t¥)(!t_M4U;)t ? 
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secretary; (c) that the government should establish hostels, clubs and reading 
•, ' I ' ' '' o • , ' • '.. 'I • •' , , .. · • • " .,. 

rooms for them; (d) that -the loans requested by' and on behalf 'or ' ex~servicemen 

should be given sympathetic consideration; and : (e) -that the Cameroo.ns Develop-
• ' I 

0
' • I • ' : • , 

ment Corooration and the Civil Preventive _Services should be ·ad.vis.ed by the . . - . . ~ 

~dmini~tering Au~hority to "temper with- justic.~ their present policy of _ 
l • . • 

discrim_ination against the Ex-Servicemen in respe_ct to employment~" 

-. . - ··• t 

B. Observ~tion~ of the ·Adm~istering Authority ' · · 

3. The Administerin-g Authority gave detailed. information on the various points 

raised-in the petitio~~1/ It was stated that: - -

(a) the Nigerian Ex-Servicemen's Welfare Association had been set up by 
. ; . ' . 

an ordinance of the Nigerian Government as a statutory body, l-ri th 
• ' ' &. • ' I •. ' \ ' ; 

participation 'lim:ited to ex-servicemen •. The attendance figures of th 
' I, .' • 

Victoria Divisional Council of the Nigerian Ex-Servicemen's Welfare 

Ass.ociation had shown that at all meetings save the first held betwecl 
. ' . . . . " ~ . . , 

November 1947 and_ October 1950 African e~-servicemen had been in a 

majority. The Ex-Servicemen's Union of Victoria was a private body 

ldth a variabl~ membership, 

(b) the appointment of a full-time paid secre~~ry for the Victoria 

Divisional Council had been ref~sed unless th~ Victoria Division~! 

Council could ra,ise the neces-sary 'funds, In a similar instance, it .· . . ~ . ) . 

(c) 

had been said that such an appointnent would divert money Hhich might 
·. .\. : ' . . .. . 

be spent on indigent ex-servicemen, and that, as a matter of principl· 
.. . . ' ... . . . . . ~ : . 

duties performed by Divisional Councils should ?e honorary. 

the relatively small numbers of ex-servicemen in any one centre and 
• • • • ~ - f • • • 

the d~fficulties of transportation mitigated against the fo~4tion of 
' • • o I 

ex-servicemen 1s _clubs in the Trust Territory. In Victoria Division 

there were increasing \telfa_re _facilities provided by the Cameroons _ 
• 

Development Corporat~on, and the use of the reading room in question 

. depended on clearanc~ as to whethe_r it would be in use for judicial 

purposes. 

1/ T/928 and ·T/AC.41/SR.l3 ' · , · 

. ' 
' · .. · ( 

. ' 



' ·· ..... 

> • \ • • \'; • < . ·, .": ... :') :_. ; j 'J .. J: \ ,,:·. ~ :.: ...... ::J'~ :, '{~··.:;:.~ . · {· : ·.~.: : \.i .. <::;~. : ><;;,.:; .. /"·~<;· , . ~ c'•l<<:; . •,;:;t-

(d) that the Nat1ve Authorities had 'be en · arsco.~r'M~<i~::f.~§&t:~f.~1Hng ·loans 

(e) 

Jt· 

.· ' . 

:. . : 

in view of their limited financiiil. resourc_es ,_ but .that oth~r organs 

: s~ch··a .s J~pe ~~s~ern :Regi~p~l . peve,.f.?B~~ki(BB~rJ_ ··g~a',:.~~;~uR~i-··}~~hitie 
. '. •· ~ . , .... ... .. · . . · ' ( -·-,. __ ; · -- . ·; -- : . ~·: -~" ~:. i. ·· ·-. '' ~ - . .. . ·, ·•' ~· 

. ·· 'l'h~: ~'pplica;tion., :ln .. qll:esti?n1 .~s . §lt}.:l:~ .. pe~g. c<;>n_si~er~d·· by .the '}3oard, 

· .which ha~ ~~~e,sted .. f}lrt~~;r ·i~~~~ti;~ fro~'f'h~- a~~li~aht~ ., b~hbernL 
. . , \ · ~ ·- · : ··· •' ; __ . .. ; ·_ . · , ; _,_ ; .-:. .. r·:~~- i 1 _ : ., : - · ~-; ·•.; _,. _. .. fl'.' ~ .- ._ ..... -. f '• __ ·.',." !' ... ~ .. ,i 

. the -project.. Qra.ntp-;i.nrai~h.ad been ,giy~n to · ex~servicemen Who had 
, ' ' . · . • ' . • ' . _,. • •, _. , , · ., , ~ ' - : . • .' ' .- ; , · - ,. ' . ; - , I , . ' 

undertaken training at · the Government' F~rm, J3ambui, ·and 1~1ns 'had beer 

giv~n to .. t~r~e ex .... s~rvi~emen who had ~d~rtaken ~ te~t'il~: t~aining 
qo1,1rs.e. at~ ~.ba, .:.L~an applic~tio~s·· fro~ _ex-s~~lce~en c~~a£1e of en-

. . . . . • . . ,, •·. . . 

gagill'g ,~ . 1-)usine~s or ,agricultur'e would r~ceive most sympathetic 
' ' . ' " ~ • • . ' : I • . ' ' ' • o ·_ ' ' • • ' ·- ·' o , • • . . ' 

cons~deration. ... · · · .· •· ' .· · ' ' · · . . . . 
ther~ had been no mass dismis~~ls . ~f ex-s~rvicemen, · or of any other 

• _; • • ' :_ r • · _t , ,": ', ' 1 '• , • . ' • • : 
1 . • , " : ' ' _ ·. t ~ ,... ' ·, _. ' _ . 

workers by . the. Camer.oons Develonment Corporation, . ancf the labour demar. 
I ' ~ ·, ' . . ,·· • ·I ' ' ' ' ' . t I:· •; ' 4- .i ." , ~-; •. , t ' , '" • ••. o ~ .: . ' • ' • . • • . ,' 

pf .the Co.rporation was steadily .. increasing, · It wa:s Inipbssiole to give 
' I • ' • . 1 . . •_ ··. •' • :•' . . t. _. ' - ' • • . • . ; • • ' . , ., . ... . = ~ 1 ~ 

job,p~iority to ~x-servicemen lac~~g - in essential qualifications when 

.; o~h!'lr. suitable c~ndid~tes . were available,' and disrriiss.als · of• ~i~ 
' . .. 

on grotinds · of incotnpet'enc7e, ·but not as 
, .. ' ~ ~: ' . .... : ... • ' ' 

. servicemen might ha_ve' occurred 
.. . ,• ~ \ . 

. calcu].ated discrimination •. 

4~ The Administering -A~thor,ity - ~;~t~d that the~e would se'et'l 

to:, :be n~t~~n~ . to ~~d. .to th~ resol~t,~o~ p~eviousiY.' . ad~pted 'on this subject by tht. 
. . . '. : - . . . : ~ . . ' ~ - . 

- . ~Council,. 
I . . /. : :. ~ .. . _ · .... ,. .· ···· . . } ~ · . ' ,• : ' 

C~ Action taken by the Ad· Hoc· Committee .. 
... . ~ - . i •. 

: 5. This petition was exarriiti.ed· and discussed at the 13th ahd 14th f!iee.t;tngs of th 

ad h.oc Committee ·on ~ 12 ·and lJ July 1951, · The .rel'eYant .d,iscussion ~s< C.O~tained 

in docwnents T/AC.41/SR.l3 •and SR•l4~ · · : ,·:; :~ . 

6~ · [jhe, repres~ntative' · of tne Uri'ion of' Soviet; Socialist ·Republics'.·proposed that 

.-the : c~mr'nittee' insert in' the resolution ·,a: ,- paragranh to: the ·eff'ect th~.f. ;; t;he 
- .J " - . . ' 

Trust'e'eship. Councn·~ note that the Admin'iste:d.ng .Authority ·had not ·:ta.;k!:n the 

appropriate measures to act Oft ·the:·requests :or ~ the pet;iti.qner~_;_ · a~.~xpr~~sed in 

their previous petitions, a!ld that it recommend that the Administering Authorit· 
• ~. I , ~,. ; • ; .. -~ ·. , . : .. .'· . ·~ • ... • . .. .. · 'f. - ~ · ·.: < '· ~ ,.; :~ :-:' ' .. ~~ .. 

. take .imrnedi1;\te mea.sures to' satfflfy the : ·i-equ~st:s ·· of the" petitiGner.s-,.-;· Ae a result 
. .. · • ·. ··. · · ... . ,·· . . .' .. ' . ·, ·. ! ·· .•. _ . .:.. . ": ·l· · ~ t- ~: .~ . .. .. .. _ - ~ : · . : ~ · . ·" r ... . ·~· 4·"_r . 

of the rejection of this · p'roposal by th.e ·Committee by ·' 

he was not in a position to support the draft resblutiori,ii'~· ·:ff t ·i '··· • ._:., ;,,. ~' ' i 
t .. ~ ,' 1 . .. . ~. ' · • ... ·~. : · , ,.·. ~--~·.· ~·. /.· .... . ~ ~i' 1 · 

7. At its 14th meeting, the Committee adopted b'y · · ··· · ' · · ~ · · ., .. , ·. · ·4• 

the draft resolution which is reproduced below as Resolution I. 



II, ri I:.and Committee (T/PET .4/69 and 
~ - ~ ~" 

' : 

A11 Summary .of the:. ·Petition 
'· . ·. ,•' 

f , ; 
I .. · ··.,..{ .. 

_8. In a <!~blegram the. ·Secretary o{ t ,he- -Bakweri. Land Comm~tt~e states that the 

Coltlmitt~e .has h~ded the , S}"e~fal ·r.epr~·senta.tiye of the Adm~istering Authorit. ;:: 
. - - · . '•' ·, . . ·. ' ... 

:r:-esolutions fan . consideration dur-~g ·the n'ext .session .. of. th~ Trusteeship Counc< 
. • - • "' ~ . J', . . • • •' • ' • •• 

o/* In ·the letter (T/PET.4/69/Add~) outlining trye. resolutions the petitioners 
. . '~ . . . . . . . . :. ."' : . 

,·. make ~h.e ·following points: 

·(a) ln .spite of their ,a,pprecdation for .th.e proposed ~ea~ures for the 
: . ·' . . ... · . . . 

alleviation of the land shortange ~nd the social regen~rat~on of the Bakweri 
. . - . ... . . 

people, they resolve not to co-operate until the Admini~te~i~g.Authority makes 

an unequivocal at)d categoricaL statement to the effect that the l3akWeri people 
. . . . .. ' ~ ,. . ' ·. . ' 

are the sole legal owners · of the lands in the Victoria D:i.zvision in which 

plantations are .now being ope~ated by the Cruneroons Deve'ropment Corporation. 

· . . (b) :The- Balhreri lands cannot be· justly "owned .bY the whole Trust 

.T~rritory" as suggested by . th~ special' representatiVe · of the Administering 

Authority, l'lhil-e: the rest of ·the Trust Territory:1s ' lands are .not being operated 
I " ':: • • • · - • · , • . ' ,. • • 

in the interest of e~ery member of th~ . Territory. 

(c) Although. the Administration claims to have bou&ht the._lands ~~om the 

Custodian of Enemy Property for the ''natives" as a good. gestur~,. the 

petitioners contend that the statement tha.t the rents now being paid to . the . . . . 
Governor serve to meet the cost of buying the plantations from the Custodian 

belies the Administering Authority'·s good intentions._ ·.Claiini:I?g ·, tnat su6h a 
I ' 

proc·edure ''"':ould summarily rr,ean . that the Bakweri land~ · ha.;,.e b~ught themselves 

back11 ) the . petitioneri req~est that 'the rents be 'paid to them and n~t ·to the 
,; ·. . , 

Governor, since the lands are not crown' land~. . I I ' , ' ' 

. ·• • • ' . ., r . • . , · ' . • 

. ·(d) The petitioners further ·request that all missionar-y bodie~ and 
. . ' . . . 

trading firms be informed thnt
1 

the Ba~eri p~ople through the' ·Goverrior of 
• ' ~ ' t 0 0 \ ' I 

Ni'geria ma.'y dematfd I the ~arcels of land heid by' th~~ ·on -the oayment o'f 

:compensation as may be determi~~d ·ade~uate. 
I ' ' 

B. Observgtions .of the Administering ~hority ·. . · . · ·. ·· · · . · , 

10. The Administering Autl}or~_ty st_at~dlthat 'the· ·.subjeet matter of. thi~ 
• . 

l/ T/933 and T/AC,41/SR~p · . .. ( 

· .·.·, ... · .. ,· - '· 

·' . '. , 

,.. \ ...... : ( 

'. ' ·, ' ' I ' • . ~ .·•. · 



.· • . 

. .. ·,: .. :~ ~::.1, ... . i; t:.; ::~~) ~l .i }: -7~: ~·f;:~ ~-- ~:·.:," . - :·· : !:;< !. · ·~~ .. ·~·{ _,~-~ .. "" ,_-... :- ~~>; .:~ .. .. ~ ,:~- t -.. ~ .. z~ ··: ~-
petitio,n had hlready been ~~austiv~ly ex8.J!lined· by the' Vlsitin~lliifssiori ·to 'trfesf 

•. • • • . , -"'·· • ~:1 _, · ·" ts'· .~ -· - ,, , ,o~~- •: • .1 ' !···'"'- ·~-" ·(. ''-' •f ll :"•'!·~ - ~,t ·:;( · · 

Africa:~ 1949· and by tl1e T:rusteeship Councii, ' and .. that the Council h9-d comrriende· 
. , _ -- - ·, _ .: ~-- - · ;- · ·- · - · ·; -- · · -. - J'-\ .:- -;' .. ... ·:~c: ·f ~,·~~: ~~-~ ~._!. - -\, ~ ;~ 

tne ~'p91~CY':l ~f' .. th~ . Administra'tfion , in its rejection of the clainls of ·the ·Bakweri 
' . ' .. . ·.. - ~- ·, . . . . ' . .., . ' . .- . . . .-. . . . -··- . ~-- '' . 

Land Committee: the implementation of the recommendations of the Council con-· 

cerning the solution o~ the special difficul,ties confrontin~ the Bakwe;i. peop~ 
had bee1;1 delay~d by the r~.f:u~a~ of .. ~h!3 ~aJsweri T..an9. qo~i~tee .t9 .. co..operate. 

~f~ • • . . .. . . c• 1 ... ... J ' '"' .1• ' .., . • • . \, ' · , 1 :. • -;. <'!·1 · . .. .;·of•'<" ' "' · · · · - · -• ·- ~ . ·I ,. • '-"\ t ·' 

~ ' ·'l;he- ~.Lairii· -- ~~1.t't""~~ -;·corjt~1.reaz :~.c)\:m~ilita.~· '"i:ts' ;~i~liiai1 '"pd';it'~o~ :. "~~- evid~ntly 
••• ' • •• . ' . ., ..... •, • ··. : . ....,. ', . -. ~ J_,., • • · ~·~· . '!-, . .,.!, :'., .. ~ . • ,,._ _ ,~~~,\ ·~'!'! - • ·.•· .• ~: • _.•• ~ .. ~ I 

h?pe~ t(l achieye its ~nd bY:, continued ::attritfotf~· .· su"i!h'a sho,rt.·-teim v~ctory ' 

·· · would 6p~rate ·to the .·detriJ!ient of the long.:.te.:rm ;:®yelopment<~t -t~.e :'r~~&t: 
• . ... -1· .... . '_. _,.. ""~'~ -.: -. ~ • ·~~···· .. ... . -~ -. .. ... . . .. . . 

. ·: ~ T~l'r~~orr., and the, 1\dm~~.t·ratiqn rernaineq· ·anxio:us: ;~~to· impletitent thE! , i :· . . .· . . 

.-· recommendations of .th~- :Gouncil· .aa: ·.~oon a.-s ·'tpe.-:at:t:itiude ~f _:-t:he· Bnkweri" . 
• _# .' • ' • • . .. • • • • • : .. 

: representa ti ~es ~~:mld ~,llpw. · ,Th;e -;geogr,aphicak·posit·ibn~· -of--the BakWeri ·would 

. , now begin_ -t9.. -pring .them speciaL oenefit.s -'as . :prorided -ifi., the· welfare me·~sures of 

·th.e .. ·camel'o,ons:.-:D~el:opment·· . Corp6ratiore~: ·- rut.d, =.the: Conimuni ty DeVelopment Training 

Oentre ; at · Han. o' W9.r:. Bay,: .Vietoria pr·ov'!idect -'.-~oncretE{ evidenc·e· o'f tne ·: -.· .~ ' 
' . . 

. Acinlini;~tr.ation! s determination to· asstst the~ BakWe~i: <l.t >" · · 
._ · .il~ :1It wEi:s stated-that···younge·r and:mor-e·-int'eiiigent et~ments of 'the ·· aal&eri 

, .. _ were -beginning to ~ee ·that : the 'policy ·of · the '"Coininitiee wis · riot in ~heir.: best 

-·;' interests, . and. the 'Administration ·ruia··'hopes : ttmt '' th~-· at'titud·e of . th~- - ~ak,Weri 
. · might · ·-ctumg~ in· tlie "fut&e; .Political ·etements iti"'the . s6uth~rn ·c~~roon~ were 

· : al:so end~avouriilg to· iniTuencie -:the.' ·a.tti.'tud~ >of the' Bakw'eri ··in '\he.- ciir:~~tron of 

co..:operation with the Adnlinistratior(~ ~ ·· ., -~· ~-
• ! ••• 

._•,'t '· . ~ . ! . ... .. . ·. :· -~ 
. , . , · - i 

c. Aqtion taken by . the Ad· Hoc Committee •. ·. .. . ·. : - ~·- ·: ,,, ·. ··· ::: ·:,., ·, ·.>· .. : ·· 
_ . , 12, , Th1,s .. petitio_n -Was exaplu;!3d _. a,nq.. disc~ssed _ ·~t~ the , lJ~}:l .. and':'l~yh . ~e~:t.mgs of 

. . .. . the ad hoq: Corrand.ttee .on _l2 -.and .-l3 .July 1951·. · lfhe·.:relevant: ~is'cu~si-9rl :.-:M· · 
. . . . . I . . . 

~- · cont.ain~d . in doc,umen-t~ . ,;r/A0~.4l:/SR:.;13,' and· ·Sihl4;, .-:- .·.: , .,.-:. ,·- ,:.:(''''-t:::· .c· ~- :!~-:t' 

. ..l3_.'. - LT~~ : 'repres;enta~iv~ of the Union of· Soyiet: ._so:ia~i,st>:Hepl;lbl';tc~_..-';:~r~)x>sed 
' , ; .. t~a~. t ,he c~~ittee. ins_er.t-. :;.n; ~he ':_resolut;i,qn ·.ai :pa:ragrS:pfi' t 'o· ·thEi ! ef;fe.~_t_·.~h.at the 

··_ . Tru~\~_e$hlp. ;q~im~~~', invi-te: . the , Adrnin,ist~~i~·g: Au'th0rity··: to:;·.·return :to J,tl,a·,;,Bakwerj 

1 
. : • .iands _.p.liemit.e.d . .rrbm. ~t' :in _va~io~fr. .w.ays, :inel\.ttiing ·::the ··laficts ·! n-o~~- ·~fip:ied' by tr 

' I · •. , .. , 

· Cameroons D.evei~rci~nt torporation and by relig,ig~.~.)J!}.~,Ii>JC?n,f?. .,ap~Ji.r,:~qw&.:,~irms. 
As. a r~s~l t ~f 'th·e · rej~ht:idn · df.: :th3.s: !)foposEU:: . ~Y" thf; ;:~Corilinitte;~~·~jr.;:'' ~~·:i'> .- _.;:;:; 

1 
he was not in a position , to sup'!')ort the draft resolution:;:? 
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0
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~ ···4"· , . _ • · • ·,. ... ·;· ~ t :_· '!:L ~ {;y~?~ ~\ . ~~ .... · . . '·'~. 

l4. At its i4th meeting~. the Conwittee ~doptec(by . 
.' ~ . ' I • : : ··.- -~ · ..:. .· ·-~ ·.. • • ,!· _;. - :_:._ ':'J •• ~ - ... ..:. " ' .····· ', ·.-, •• : .:. .:--.; · · ~·~,.~-•. ; .. .. . ,: ·:· ··:,: ··:·-

the draft resolution 'which is reproduced below as 
•. . • . '"'1 ' .• ·- · ·_ . :_:~ - · ··~ :·'· ... . .. .. ~ • ~- .... • ·: ~ :'" . ... • . .. . 1 ; • ,·,_ • . \ .~ 1 -':',' t. ....... ... ~-· . ·-.r.-._.1.;' 

resolution II~ · 

. .... •···'' .... ~- .... 

: ' • • t ' • ~ • . 

: .. t: · 

.:. 

·' • - . .. ~ · ···. 

~ ... ;- :~' . •· 

•• .., ;; • . •: ·. ·· ~ ; ·~ ~ -.,_ ~ "' ...... . -; 1,_-

- ; ·. : . .. . ,..._ _. 

l ~ 11•. . ' 
. . "~' . . . .. ..... . 

the French C~meroons 

..... 
' . 

-!' ~ •. . 

A,. · Surnmiry of' the petit1ions · · · · · · '·. ·- · . 

15•· ·-.The French Cameroons W·elfare Union (T/PET .4/71 and·· Add~l) refers to its 

. previous petitionYaddressed to the Visiting 1-:!ission to Trust· Territories in 
1•~est Africa and st&tes that in spite of the assurances given ·the, Council by the 

special ·representative that irnrnigra..nts from . th~ French. Cameroons enJoyed equal 

privileges with thelo~al.inhabita.,nts of the British .Cameroons, and the. Council 

. cons.equent decision to take no action,. th~, 11 r.c;ll poli~ic:a,l situation'~ ?:S 

. con9erned the :vnmigr~ts at that time was . far .from ~atisfac.to;ry: .. . They state 

that. the actual number of the immigrants~ reor.esentatiyes in both the. Hative-
. . \ . . . . ' ~ .. . 

Authority Councils and the. Native Courts~ of t_he. V:ictoria Division .was not only 

!leg1igj,ble bu~ .. was .not at all .. ~orrnnensurate. :w~.~h the tota~ i.r;rrnigrant population 

actually resident in that Division,. an,d . .claim that .there has. been. no .Phl¥1ge in 

this situation under the new Nigerian Constitution. The petitioners protest 

against their exclusion. from oartjJ}'j.pa,tiorf' .fn the:··hew: Constitut:i'ort . stating that 

they ar1f rtei ther- :enti tletl to · choos·e theiv 0'\'111 candidateS. at the .·prirr.a·ry·. or . 

.village elettion nor' allmved to vote· for tne · candidates of the· local .. · 

inhabitants.. They claim ,the. :right to .vote· on the grounds that they pay head 

.· and inc6me taxes and thus~·are being. taxed <>without representation; J.hat .the totaJ 

adult · rriale population -of' ·· immigrants ·1iving· in' the Victori~ Federated~ and the 

.Bakweri ·Clan Native ' Authority .·areas· compares f~vourably: with ·that of the 

native population (total'-indigenous :adult. tna:les in: these areas iril949 being 

4.4 94 ,.. of whom .,3~451 were iirorttgrants and. the·. majority.- from the Frerrch 

Carneroons) . and that the immigrant :popUlation is'the main·stay' of the economy of 
.... : 

1/ T/PET.4/19- 5/8 and Resolution 172 (VI) 
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·: . , ~~~ ~ol1~4ep~ : ~~v~si~~~, ?.~;·}_~:~ ~ .G~er~p~l~ --iPrJ~in.~§~· ; ·· Th~;·}h·~-;~-£~\.~ ~;qu~,~~ that, 

i Jif 1Yie'f: 9(-t;.he _fact H~P.t. the , Fr,en~h1 , q~m~t<?on·s· ·. immigrants ar~ scatt-er~d :ln the 

;:; .,Vfg.t_or~~ R~y~sion.~ . , ~,l;le ,. frenc~ Cq.m~~'?~n~ '-:'·T~lf<}r,e Un_ion be 90~s:Ut~~~4 •. ~ •. primary 

ellr-Y~c;>ral ~i~ . and .. ,~~a_t t _hey . be al.loca~ed :se_ats at .. th~ nivisioru~i- :E;t;.~c-t.oral 
~~~-~~}ng g<?f!l~~iJ1*~· ~j,th .. tbe~~ n~bers~ , .. . .. · ·. : . . . · -~ _ . ... . . _. , :' ., :P~ ; 

.· ::J6 .• , ~h~y t'\lr .~pe:r pomplain. that :tQey. ~ are. dis crimin.at~d i ag~ihJt' ; Pl., .tl}~ q'\lestion 
. . . . . ' - --.... ' . .. . . . ~ . 

, . c;>~, apps>intmer1ts . tp the publiq service of . the . Cameroons under 'British admin-
• • , • ( t • • • . -, . • • • \ \ • ' • . 1 

• • ~ •. . • • . . ~ : . • • • ' . · : . • ·: • • - • . ~' •• '•1 ' -: l . • • 

. i~t:~.tiol1.a~_d, t~ay, ,. i~ spite of th_e. f~ct_ th9-t ~hey_ 9~mtr;ib_ute . F :qon~id.~r~ble 

<·. , P.art . of :the. ,rev~nue from which scholarships for ,.CamerOQP!> < Y.Otl~bs a;re :financed, 
, • l _ - • ' • • . • • ' • ' • I. •• • • . ' t -~~· ~- •• . . . , . • -~ 

. ~b~i:r . c}lildren ar.~ discriJ:nir)at~d against ~ the granting, _ or .scholarsh.ips. 
• ' I • ' · ' ' ' ' • ' ' • ' ,_> ' I ~ ' ' ' ! ~. . .·., ' "" ' ' '• .. 

. ;1.7 • , .F_inFJ,lly, j.h~y protest again.st the ~ronti~r betvr.eem. :ffh~ two ,Cameroons 
. . . ' ' .. . ' •· . • .. ·. ..... . , · . ; ._: 

stating _ th11t . it ,should not b,e allowed to j'o:rm a bar . t~ , th~rr .. e~joymen.~ . of _~·Uman 
"· r~ghtsby the pe9ple: . l~ying ?TI . eithe~ si~e of it~ ~l?e!·: r~que.st-. : th~ Trlf.q~~eeship 

.• . _. .QOWlCjJ_ tprc.Qnduct .a rE;ferend.um at .. anearly .qate tO . EiSC.~;rtain ;{;,}'le _,wis};t.\)S Of' 
. • . . . ' ' . • '1.. • • ·: ~ ; 

... tb,e irydige_r:tous. _populat~on with r~gard to the questipn of the , abq1~~~~~oB.: 9~ the 

. . fro~ttSer. ??ntrol _anq .t.J:le:·· uni.f:j.ca.tion of tbe Ca~r.9Qr:t.s ~--: , ~. ; \· : ,' , ; ·, 

': 1.8 • . . -~ttach~d. ~o. the'. potiti?n is a l~tte~ dated,.l? -i June 195.l.· f;o.f!11:ir :•_.G • . Osborn 

Dis.trict Officer, Victoria . Division -in .Hhich he informs t}J.e petitioner!) -that 
'' • 

0 
• I O 0 ~ O 1 

0 
• ' • , • . .. t 

0 
•f. ' ._ ' 

. . · ·•r 
\·dth r .egard to. their: reque.st concerning ttw_, J;;i,ght ,to vote in t .he .: primary 

• • • • ; _ • ' ' ' ' - ~ J • • ... . ' . • • ' • • , ' ·-, - . . j ' ' 

. . .el~ct_ions, the ele,ctoral · offic~r is prepp._r,ed : t9 accep~. on. the el~.?tor~~ ~ell 

.. the . name :of any oerson who can show tha:t;. he or. his.-fatl;l.~xo was ,\:>o~n in the 
' ' • o I I • I j. , · I • 0 ~ • ·- o • 

. ,Yict()ria Div:ision; a pr.ovision wh:Lc.P. should gisp<?se .of~ t.h~. difficultie!> of a 
. . •,. . . . . . .. . . 

.. . : c,onsiderSlble number : of- person~ of .F_x:-.Emoh Carnet-cons o:r.ig:j.n., W:L;t.h . ~e_ga;rd .. . to the 

;.r~st- he .. states trot. their· only ~epou~s~, is to apply for nS;~ura,J.iz.~~ion, as 
. . . ' · . . . . ' . 

:. BriJA~ ~upjects. . ., .. . .. .. . . U'- '· ... .'. :;· 

19 ~ In a cablegram sent on .}Jeh~lf o_f.. _the Franc;~ C~ero.~n.~ -~~~r~'Ps ,of: Kumba 

(T/PET.4/70) Hr. Joseph Ngu claims that the French Cameroons immigrants; _who 

number several thousand in Kumba D.i;vision, :st;rongly:-pro.te.$t. ~gam:&t::' :the.:lr 
excitisioh· from voting : and froom' nominating .· candidates -in ·· the ':florthcorning ' 

el~ctions :• He states that such~ ·action is. c'onttary ' to th~ poiiC'YJ~o:u.t:).inetl t9 . -
the Trusteeship Council at. -ii:rs; siXth ·· session ·-in Genevli'-a:rtd ·earnestly rectuest~ 

that the Government revlse H.s electoral procedure' =m·· 'the l:(gnt ··of· its- declared 

' ' ·.- . • i . ' ~ . -. . . .. '_,._. j ~ _! . . l •' . 
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B• Observations .of .. the i i i~te~ih AJ~hbrit 
,· . ~0 1 I~ an . o~~l s.tatem~nt, l the special represei1tat:ive outlii1ed. . the position of 

: . : . ' ~ . ... t .... ; . . . . . ' .. .. . . . . . ' 

. French inlroigrants in _the CarneroOiolS under British . aclitdn'istration . With ~gard to 
. . ' . .. . ' . 

. e,le<;t,oral righ~s· . As had been eXplained to the Visitiilg Mission to West Africa 
' . / . . ·. ' . . . .· ... ' . . ; ' .. 

in 1949 and to the sixth session of the Trusteeship Coimcil, the French 
• ' . . ,. t .~ . . . 

imrni~ra~ts did share similar civic rights with the indigenous population, 
. . . ' 

although they did suffer from certain social disa~ilities inherent in changes 

of ~esidence." ·, In the past y~~r a new pr~ble~ had arisen in connexion with the 

formal method of election tntroduced in the new Nigerian constitution~ · as 
distinct ''rro~ ~lection~ fo; N~~iv~ Authorities and similar bodies. The statUB 

. of .British · - s~bj~ct or British protected person was a necessary qualification 

~?r . votinfS~ and persons born in the Frei1ch C~eroons or having .acquir.ed French 

citi~enship we~e automat~cally disqualifled if they d.id not acquire · · 

-· suos.equei"i'tly the. -~'t~tus -of Br'it~iSh subj ect8 or Brit ish·: protected persons. The 

preliminary requirement for naturalization ·\'ias a period of residence of five 
. ,. . ' . . 

years, and after the completion of the naturalization papers and the subsequent 

enquiries as to the cha~acter and pr~~{ou's record of th~ 'applicant citizenship 

·would normally be granted. There were no educational requirements for citizen­

ship. A delay of as long as two years mignt elapse behteen the application and 
. ' 

the final granting of citizenship. There was very little knowledge of the 
• . ' ~ , • . I t ' . 

procedure of naturalization among the· French i.rriin.igrants but the Administration 

was pl~ning to. ' p~blicize the procedure, and if was considered that persons vrho 

were · sufficient.ly advanced as to desire the vote were capable. of considering t hF" . . 
procedure and. that the Dist'rict Officers vrere ·available to assist the applicant~ 

• I, •' I 

21. The sugg.estion of the creation or · a special' electoral unit for Frer.ch 

immigrants was considered as impractical, as the ~igrants were scattered and 

a constituency should be a geographical unit. 
I . 

c; Action taken by the Ad Hoc Committee · · · 

22,· ·· Tl'fis'·petition was examined and ~discussed at the 13th and 14th meetings of 

··the ·ad hoc Committee on .l2 and 13 July- 1951. . The relevant d~scussion is 

cohtained. in" docutnents T/AC,41/SR.l3 · and Sfi.l4 • . ' . 

. 23. ·. At its··l4th meeting, the . Co!l'mittee adopted .. by 

the draft resolution which is reproduced below as resolution III. 

1/ T/AC.41/SR.l3 



RESOLUTION I 

PETITION FRO~ THE EX-SERVICEHEtJi S UNIONj VICTORIA ( T/PET~4/6$) : 
. . . .• . • . •. . • •· .. . ~ ' _, • . ~ ' ·· . " •• ~- !'-•• 

: CONpEl,tNI!'JG ~~E CAHERDONS . UNDER BRITISH. ADIJ!INISTRATION 
· ~ :, ·:-: · : ·. . ·. · .: .' r \ · ~ - - - . : : : . . _ ::- , . :· · .·:· . ':.. ;_ ._ . . ·. , . . • .. · ~ . ·. __ , ;, .. 

. . .. - -~ 

Acting under Article 87 b of the Charter arid in a·~qb~ctance' ~ith·; its. 

rules '?{. proced~re, , · " · ' · 

Havi~g accepted and examined,~~ its 'ni~th :se~~,i~~ : ~~~: pe~iti;n. from . 
. ., ' .. . ~ . . . . ::. ~ - .. ·. .. 

the _ Ex-S:erviceme~' s Union, . Victoria (T/PET~4/68), in t<?psultation Vli~h the 

United. Kingdom of GJ;'eat Britain and Northern :i:teland as the Adm1nist.erlrig . 
, . • ': , I I. I • ' ' , · ' ' • , : • , o -, ,; • _ j t·: • '. • , 1 : , : ' 

, A~thori~y concer~ed,t wh~ch designat~~ B:rigadier E.G;. Gibbonsas special 
"\ , \ I ' o ' o ' • ' • • , ; f, ' : ' ' , ' 

representative, · · 
~ · i - • • 

Having taken note of the written ob~ervations of the Administering 

Authority (T/928) as well as of the oral· statement o.::t ·the·. special rep~esenta.:. 

tl.ve · ta ·the effect that: . .. ,_ ... 

-: · · (a) at hll · but the first·· of the meetings of · the Victoria D±vision~l 
Council of the Nigerian Ex-Servicemen 1 s Welfare Association African ~~.:. · ' 
servicemen had been in the majority; .· .. ".;, . .• ,;.. .. ~. • . 

(b) the appointment of a ruil~tiine: paid . se'cretary for th~ vict'~ria 
Divisional Council would, unless the Coun'cil could itself raise the 

necessary funds, divert money which might be spent on indigent ex~eervi·~emen; 

and, as a matter of principle, duties performed by Divisional Councils 

should be honorary; . 
'(c) : ' :the Ac:llnin:(st~'ring A~thority was s~tisfied that. in the: vretoria ' 

D:lv.is{dn adeqtlate' ~:o~i~~f fahilit~~s erl.st.ed for ·ex-s:ervi:cefneh if. they Jished 
... ... 

to avail themselves of therrr; · 
•, I, 1 ' · 

(d) one application for a loan of h4,000 from the Eastern Region 

Production Development Board was still under ·consideration; the Board having 

found it necessary to ask for further information; grants.,.;,in ... aid had been 

given to ex-servicemen Who had undertaken training at the Government Farm, 

Bambui' and loans had been given in March 1951 to 3 ex-servicemen who had 

undertaken a textile training course; loan applications from ex-servibemen 

capable of engaging in business or agriculture would receive most sympathetic 

consideration; 
(c) there had been no mass dismissal of ex-servicemenby the Cameroons 

Development Corporation; though some might have been dismissed on grounds of 

incompetence; 
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T~e ·Trustqeship Council .. i ··· . 

1 . . 

Alternative A: ' (Belgium~ :;New. Zealand, United States br Arrieti&a) 

Draws the attention of the petitioners to the observations of the 

Administering Authority; :· · : ;: .. , .; . . 
4 •• • • • •• 

2~. Reiterates resolution 133 (VI) aaopted at its sixth . session on the·. -: 
, , · I . . . .. 

previous -petition frbm the . Ex-Servicemen'sUrii"oH .in which .it .expressed the 

· hope. that t~e efforts which the Admini~~~;·i~g Auth~rity was mak~ng to help 

J home-coining servicemen vlOuld be contin~ed and·, if necessary' increased.~ so 

tha:'t ariy legitimate ·grJ.cvance on tlie part of the ex-servicemen might ev~nt-
ually be me~; 

. ' ' ,' .-

Al t ernati vc B: (Union of Soviet Socialist· Republics'} 

Notes that thc .Administoring.Author:lty has not taken the appropriate ,. 

measures to act on the requests of the petitioners as expressed in their 
--l .. ...:.~. -. •. : _. ____ ... ·_::._ . ..:..._ ...:_ .~:, .......... . ] •.. '- ~ ·_ .... ;- : ·- ·- .. ~ .. ~ . . . \-

' previous petition; · .. 
- . _: ' I 1 ' : . . ' 

2. Recomn1ends that the Administering Authority take L~ediatc measures 

to sat~sfy the requests of the petitionE-rs; 

• 'i. 

3 ~ , ~ Invites the Secretary-General to inform the Administering Authority . . 

:and the petitioners of this resolution in accordance \-lith rule 93 of the 
•' .. 

rules of procedure for the Trusteeship Council. 

... . . 

' . .... . . 

; . 

. ; 



T/AC.J.ii/1.;7 . <. 
Pe..ge 13 · 

... _. .: ::. . . . , .. ·RESOLUTION . II . >:·.' 

, · "· :: · PETITION FRm~· THE:· ~AWKER!. · LAND coMl-ITTTEE · .. · 
" L · . {T/PET.4/69 and T/PET.4/69/Add.l) . .· . 

I -· ·. . .. . • . . ~ . ,. . • :, . . . ~ . ~ ~ . 

. · . .CO~\JC§R!'JIN? ' THE CANEROONS UN.DE~ BRITISH ADlHNISTRATION 

Acting under Article 87 b of the Charter and in accordance with ·its 
.' ;'.rules of procedure; : · .... .. · .. ; .. ' .. ·· ·· ' · --~ · :, : .. . 

.. . . • Having . ~_cc~pted ·and examin~d . at its . ninth ~essi.qn t~.e · peti_'ti~~ from 

the Bawkeri Land Co~ttee (T/PET.4/69 and T/PET.4/69/Add.l) ·· :i:n <consultation 
' ' . · ' .. 

with the United Kingdom of Great Britain and N~rthe;n Ireland .as the 

. · ·~~minis.~ering · Authorit~ . concerned·, which designated Brigadier E$G, Gibbons 
tl,s .s:peci~l ' rc::presentative, . • ' ' . . . . . . . . 

·. · Having taken note of the written observations of the Arurtinist~ring 
• . . , 

Au~hority (T/9,:33) as: ~ell as of 'the oral statement of the spe~ic3J. . represen-

te..tive to the effect t.hat ·the Trusteeship Council had · ai~eady Jully 

: ox~ned · this :proplem clnct that the .Adrninister:ing Authority was .. end~avouring 
. . . .. . . . 

·- to ·impleme.nt the Trustcaeship Council's recornm.endation, 

:rhe Trustees~ip Council . . . . . ,. 

Alternative. A: (Union -of So.viet Socialist Republics) 

1~ Invites the Administering Authority to return to the .Bawkeri; .. lanQ.s ·\ .. . . ' . ' 

alienated from it in various ways, including lands occupied by the Cameroons 

Development Corporation, religious missions and trading firms; 

Alternative B: (Belgium, New Zealand. United States of America) 

1. Reiterates its previous resolution 174 (VI) on the question of the 

Bawkeri and other lands held by the Cameroons Develorment Corporation,as 

raised in certain petitions; 

2. DraHs the attention of the petitioners to the recommendations on land, 

the Bawkeri problem and the Cameroons Development Corporation and its opera­

tions adopted by the Council at its ninth session in connexion with its 

examination of the 1949 and 1950 annual reports on the administration of 

the Territory, the text ot which reada as follows: .(l) 

liThe Council, noting with approval the steps taken by the Administe ... 
ring Authority in accordance with its previous recommendation regarding 
the BaHkeri land problem; but noting with concern the inability of the 
Administering Authority's tcnm of experts thus far to pers1:1?d.~: .tl_le . 
Bawkeri to q.bandon thei;- claim to outright .ownership .9f ~he l~ds leased 
by the Cruneroons Development · Corporation and to accept ·. t~e. ·f?.eheme to 
resettle Bawkeri farmer:=; on lr>nds excised from tho Corp(>ration'~ 
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plantations, expresses the hope that various development projects in 
the area, such as the Man o'War Bay scheme, may succeed in providing 
a changed atmosphere and lead to a realization on the part of the 
Bawkeri leaders of the beneficial effect on their situation of the 
operations of the Corporation~ as well as to·their acceptance of the 
resettlement -scheme. 

"Tho ' co·uncil., noting with approval that . three indigenous- inhabitants 
of the Territory have been appointed to membersh1p in the' Cameroons 
Development' Corporation, expresses the hope that· the Administering 
Authority will progressively increase indigenous participa~ion in the 

· Corpor,ation as well as in other economic bodies·. 

"The Council notes with approval the policy of the Administering 
~ut.hority to elaborate projects of expenditure ·of the Corporation 1 s 
profits in full consultation witn local development committees; notes 
further that this policy is in accordance with the Visiting Hission 1s 
recommendation, endorsed 'by the Council, that measures be taken to 
explain more clearly to the people ·the significance of the Corporation 
·and to accelerate their participation in its oper~tion and control; 
urges·the .Administering Authority to extend the use of such comrrittees; 
and expresses the hope that in areas where these committc~s are well 
established the implementation of development projects.may go forward 
at cm accelerated rate. 11 · 

Invites the Secretary-General to inform the Administering Authority 

and. the petitioners of this resolution in accordrmce with rule 93 of the 

rules of procedure fo!""the Trusteeship 'Council.: 

(1) 

., .. 

Text t1dopted by the Dro.ftine COJ:unitt~c:, but· not yet. by the Trusteeship 
Council. 
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"'!" , • . ' '. • '. or· o • .~.... •• . • ~ • ' ' .: - ~ . .. .. .. .. .. . .... ·. " ·' · · . : ,, ···· =.·: ·RESOLUTION III 
:'· j • • "' '•" ··~ ,! · .. :, ~:.i· ~_ . : .~ · . ·:t~ · -·· .,.:·: _·,;~ · .: · ·~_.: -~:_.· .. ·~~· :-'; .. '-,. .;•_ ·; ~ ; ~-~-- _·):. 

'_:,··.: '"PEt.:ttiqN ·:FRO~( J~ffi; :, JOSEPihN~U;:.· Ur/BE'l\.4/70) ; ANILPETITJ;ON. EROt1·~-£fE ~ : 
· .. ··· ·-FRkNCH · CAI,ffi:ROONS .· i:fELFjuffi.\JNIOlJ .. (f/PET.4i7i iNti ;;P~T~· 4/n/it:~~:3\ .. 

.• : . .. •. .... -.. -_ :· ... ·· rl;:r- .·.7 , 

· · . . · CONCERNING· THE CAHEROONS ·UNDER' BRITISH ADHINISTRATION .. ' ·.·. 
"' ' '.: ·: .'.\. ," ., ' •' : •-,; - ~ o • I · .. , . ' :. . :, ' - .· 1 .~. ' '. -:~:.~ . ~.\~~ •• :·~:)·~, 

: .' ' ... ~ . . . . . . ~ . :. ·. ·-. . 

\ .. 

' ~. •. 

! '•, : , ... ~ . ' ' . ~ . . . . . ·. , t ·• J . . . . .• ' . .•. . • ' ; . • : ,_. •-";· .:. \/ __ :'.: 

h.ct~ng under il.rticle 87 b of the Charter a~d·. in· accordance .. with its 
. · .. , .. : : · ~ .··r -> · ·. , · :·. · ., ~ :- · :. : .. · 1 . ~- -. : 

rt4es of . procedure, . _ . 
·; .:l., : · ·: ·. :: . ' .: . :. · .:·· ... ..... · · .. ~ _: .. . . •.. ,_,, . ~ ·f ' •• ;~ i t , 

. . . ;·.Having ·accepted und exrunincd at~ it:s ninth ses.sion the· pertit:fons from 
, , " ,. •. . • ; , ., • - , • ~. , • . • • . •• ' . . • ' ,0 · • • ' - . N . , . 

Hi< Joscph Ngti t'r/PET."4/70Y and: the French Came-~oo~~ .w~ifa~~ lJnion·._(T/PETl4/71 
. . . . I .. 1··· . ' • l. , ·~. •. • . • • . . 

and T/PET.4/71/Add.l) ., in. consultation with the United KingdOJ:Il of Great Britn.i~ 

nnd Northern Irclnnd as the Administering Authority ~oncerned1 which designa­

ted Brigadier E,G, Gibbons as special representative 1 

Having taken note of the oral statement of the special representative 

· t-o· the effect that: 

(a) the now Nigerit!rl Constitution had necessitated a more formal method 

of electing representatives than had formerly been followed, and a necessary 

qu2lificn.tion of rmy voter was the status of B:i:'itish subject or Br:itisb. 

protected person; 

(b) the only recourse for n person not hn.ving such status, and therefore 

disquc.lified from voting, was to seek naturalization; 

(c) before o.pplying for naturalization such person must have been 

resident in the Territory for o.t least five years, end the formalities 

involved in acting upon such an application might take up to two years; 

The Trusteeship Council 
1. Notes tho.t close cooperation between the Administering ·Authority and 

those elements of the population from the Ctrneroons under French administra­

tion is important to the dev8lopment of the Territory; 

2. Roouests the Administering Authority to furnish in its next annual report 

additional information on the question of the status of residents of the 

Crumeroons under British administration who are immigrents from the Cameroons 

under French administration, namely: the composition of this :immigra:n• popula• 

tion, the length of time thoy rcmnin in the Territory., the proportion of this 

population which has come to the Territory reecntly nnd the proportion which 

has been resident there for a long time, the number of immigrants who have 

nsked to acquire the status of British subjects and the results of their 
requests, and the length of time required for an irrunigrant not only to be 
naturalized but to votct 
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5b 
3. Urges the Administering .Au.thor~ty .:..to make every effort to ensure that 

the peti tio.ners understand . th,e Pz:o.cedure.s · for acquiring natu~l.i~ai;.ion am 
the d.ght" .. to vote.; .. · ~ · · . · 

4~ Decides · to place these petitions on the agenda of the session of the 

Trusteeship Council, at which the requested information is available, and 

to · re~examine them at that time; :.·. ~- . . .··· 

5. Invites the Secretary-General to inform the Administer.ingAuthority 

': :a:nd tfte.::petitioncrs of ·this ·r esolution in accordance with .rule 93 of the ...... .., . . ., . . ·- ··1>• .... 

· · · rUles of : procedure for; the Trusteeship. Council .. 

·, .• :. • I , 
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