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EXAMINATION OF PETITIO'\‘IS CONCERNING THE camooms UNDER BBITISE ADMINISTRATION ¢
DRAFT FOURTH REFORT OF THE AD HOC COMMITTEE ON FETITIONS (T/AC..M1/L,7).

The CHAIRMAN suggested that the Commitiss should follow lts ueudl procedure
of considering first the draft resolution and then the corresponding part of the
report,

Draft resolution I (petition from the Ex-Servicemen's Union, Victoria, concernins
the Cameroons under British Administration (T/PET.:/68)

Mr. STRONG (United States of America) said that the comment in parsgraph 3 (b)
of the resolution was prescented as part of the Administering Authority's statement,
He asked vhether it was in fact a principle laid down by the Administering

/Authority or . fladtylia
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Authnrity or a decision of the Ex—Servicemen s welfa.re Association, |
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Brigadier-GTBEONS (Spac'ia.l Repmesentative) wexplained .that. gepamlly
speaking the volume of work done by divisional councils was: not" sufficient to
warrant the employmen‘b of paid secretaries and such dutiea vere hawrary. When
:iecesearyr divis,iqn&]'. counglls: ayplied. for -funds: 'bo *the regional cquncil hu‘b

the Victorie Division was so small that its requast had haﬁ. no: chance cf’
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TN e, STRONG: (Ubdted: states«of,mrica) nsked by whm the requeat had
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S o Brigadier GIBBONS (Special Bepreaentative) replied that it had 'been

% refused bY tfhe regioné.l“ comcil“-‘* o R IR B PR N e S B R
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Mr. STRONG (United States (o*f Americ&-) though‘b_ that £he’. faﬁolutit}n

... ‘should me'dtion the, fadt ‘that e request:had been refyused: by, the: regional
-"-i'i“council itdelf.. The words 'the: reques‘b for-e salary for-a. sgcreta.ry was
therefore refused by the Regional Council of the Nigerie Ex-Servtﬁemen!s. \

s

Welfare Association at Enugu" should be added at the end of sub -pa.ragra.ph' (b) .
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(Belgium, New Zeland and the United States of America).
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The CEATRMAN invited the Committee to vote on the corresponding part of
the report (peges 3, 4 end 5). The square brackets in peragraph 6 would be
deleted.
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Mr. STRONG (Un:ltad States of Amcrica) asked that that part of tho roport
ghould ‘b emshded o ‘a8 to !correspond -0 the., yesolutdon, ~ . .4, -
22 P e Tt wetteo -decideds - LB e W D srp Wk

1

Draft redolution IT (petiticm from the* Bakweri Land. Committeo (T/Pm 4/69 and
T/PET .4 /69/Add.1)) - N R b s Y ane o .
Alterrative A (Union of Soviet Social"at Republics) was, reJe_f;ted by
L votea to 1, with 1 abstention,
' ‘Adternative B (Belgium, New Zealand: and the United, States.of Americs)
-wag adopted by 5 votes to 1. - o = R X (Ora oy | BE g diattie
The ccrresponding part of the report (veges 6, 7 erd 8) was adopted,

unanimousg.

Draft reaolution III (getition rrom Mr. Joseph Ngu (T/PEr h/7o) éind petition from
the French Cameroons Welfare Union (T/PET.L/T1 end T/PET. h['n,/Acm 1) concerning trs
Cemercons, under British Adniniatraticn)

I

Yo 7 praft resolution IIT was adopted by. 'j wvotes to.none,. 'with 1 ebstentica,
The correspondinn part of the report (pages 8, 9 and 10) was_edopted

unanimous;x LAl PR R ol ng vy, v e 0wt ¢t T O
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The CHATRMAN put to the vote the report as a whole,
T 7h8 'draft fourth rex_agrt 8s’a whole ges adogted by 5 votes to 1.

\

Mr. SOLDATOV (Union of Soviet: Socialist Repubnca) explained that e hed
voted agalnst ths draft report becauss the Commlttee had reJoct.ad his delogeation's
proposals regarding tvo of the’petitiona, -+ The purpope of-his delegationk
proposals wes to improve the lot of the indigenous inhabitante whereas 'the proposel
which had been alopted afforded them no pmtection, es- the_v,: did not require the
Adminiatoring Authority to act in thelr Interests. He aakod that his delegaticn's
position shoild be recorded in the report.

/fhe CHATRMAN
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The' CHATRMAN ‘pointed out that the USSR delegaticn's positicn was -
sot forth 1n elternative resolutions I end-IL,  “He would, however, mention -

- the fact verbally when presenting the report:to the Truateeahip Council as he
had done the last tlme such a'case hed ariser, -

" Ve . . N ' 4
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EXAMINATION OF PETITIONS.CONCERNING THE CAMEROONS UNDER FRENCH ADMINISTRATION
(T/PET.5/69, T/FET.5/69/Add.1, T/PET.5/83,T/PET.5/85, T/PET,5/86)"

At the 1nvitation of the Chairman N'r Laurant'le re;preqentative of
France,. end Mp, Watier A Sgecial Representative of the AMnieteviniAuthority

" of the Cameroona “under French Adminiatration took their placee at the Committee
table,. G '

= .
-~ .s "

The CHATRUAN irrkish A Lee petitions” (T/PET,5/95, T/PEI'.5/96
T/PEI‘.5/97, T/PET.5/98; T/PET,5/69/Aad.l) hed been received after the time
linit, He asked the Speclal Representative whether he would agree to the -
congideration at the current session of ithe four peti‘biohs which hed not arr:lved.
within the prescribed time limits, . - ~ ... . '

L My, NATIEB (Special Representative) replied. that the only petitions
which he was not in a position to-discuss were. T/PET 5/97 and T/PET.5/98
‘ _Mr.} SOLDATOV (Union of-Soviet Socialist Republics) asked whether the
Special Representative could assemble the relevant documentation in -time’for
thoge petitions to be considered dirosctly by the Trusteeship Couneil before “the
close of 1ts session, :

Mr, WATIER.(Special Representative) gtated thet it wes unlikely that
the h-enoh Covernment, would conclude its preliminary 1nvestiga.t10n of thoge -
potitions before the end of -the session, ¥ y
(a) Potition from Mr, Skouloukos (T/PET.5/69, T/PET.S/69/Add 1)

RO o3 , o b i %
 Mr, w.rmmn (Spocial Representative) explained. thet Mr, Skouloukos tie
opemtor oi‘ government trenpports in the.Caperoons in 1936 and 1937, had been-
fined e total of 188,200 francs for fallure in the performance of his duties,

/At that
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A%t that tinze the Commission de revision des marahds was considering methods

of reducing the posai'bla effects of the two successive currency devaluations in
1936 and 1937 on Bdminiatra.tiva contre.cts. Ganeral]y speaking losses were to
be borne equelly by thé contre.ct:lng parties. Mr. Skm.loukoa had requea'bad an
indemnity of 300 000 frence for losses sustained &s & resu‘.l.t of the devaluation
and, in March 1939, vas awarded e special indemnity of .-.15,000 frances B
considered that tha.t sum repreaented the difference between the 1ndomnity which
he ha.d sought and the ﬁnas 1mpoaed. upon him. When the Fra\noh Adm..n. stration
rejected that interpretaticn, he’ presented. an appeal, to the F‘orae” do ; .
contentieux and later to the Congeil d'Etat. D2 was fimlly oirdeted to pay

tho fines in 1Skk. Hb now considered that: the indemnity of 115,000 france
which was duo to him'and which he had never 'wanted to accept, in the hope that:
the question of fines would be settled to his advantage s Bhould be increased
by a devaluation coofficient to 750 000 C.F.a. The ﬁ.dm;z*im-ra*l-ion could not
accode to that request 'beca.usa the gold clause did not a.pply to public debts.
Moreover, the Ad.miniatration pointed out thet tha ‘delays had been cansed by
Mrs Skoulcukos himself and tha.t in fixing $ho amoux:t of his fines, the
'Administration had not added any devaluation coofficient. Nor could the 'Fre'hc‘h
Administration accept Mre Skouloukos? offer to withdrew his reg;ueét for an |
increase of his indsm.nity in exchange for a rural grent of 100 hectares at
Orela and two licences for the sale of a.lcohouo bovara.geac Neverthelesa in _
e epirit of conciliation, the High Commisesicner in a lottor to Mre Skouloukos,
dated 8 June 1951, had proposed an indemnity of 200,000 francs C.F.Ae. Hs only
renly *bo that proposal had 'been the su'trmaa .ca of a }etlt..on to ths Tristosship
Council. Mr. Watler waa of’ the oyin.ion that an appea.l could not be made to ‘
the Truateeship Council to pronounce Judgment in a caso invol*.'__:l_n{;__comorqial |
debtse

Mr. wmmmu (Belgium) pointed out that the potition referred to
recent negotiatiom. o wiehed to now whether thona negot.ia.tions ralawd to
the indemnity or whether other ql.estiona ware panding.

Vrs WATIER (Special Representative) specified that only.the question
of inclemnitw ma iqvolvod since Mr. Skouloukou had now recognizod that the
questionn of fima ami of the 1ndemn1ty should be treated sepurately.

Mre LAURENTTE
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A  Mr. LAURENTIE (France) invéked rule 81’ of the rules of procedure of
the Trueteeehip Gounc:ll which ‘provided that petitione should be coneidered
jnadmissible-if they wore directed against Judgmente of competent courte o
of the Administering Authority or if they laid before the Council a d.ispm:e -
with which the cour'he had campetence ‘to deal. The only exception was if
the legielation of & country was' inconpatible with the provisions of the . .

United Nations Gherter. As the.t vas not the case ’ he considered that the petitlon
should simply be reJeoted. Shihet

Mr, LESCURE (Argentina) wieehed. ‘co Jfnow whether at the time of the '
rejection of his request the petitioner hed been informed that it was possible
for him to bring ean appeal before a higher court.. .

Mr, WATIER (Special Represent&tive) replied that the. .pa‘aitioner h&d
not been specifically informed to ‘that effect but that there was every reason
to belleve that he was e.ware of his rlghts.. The peti tioner had‘hoped to
obtain better reeulte by connnunica.ting with the Trusteeship Council ‘than
by appealing to a court. '

Mr. WENDELEN (Bolgium) proposed thet:the Committes. should draft &
resolution 'similar to previous resolutione in whioh ruie 81 had also been
invoked; moreover, the petitioner should be notii‘ied. that hso could bring .
his grievance 'nefore the courts at least with regarcl to the indemnity slnce
the question of finee hed been ;'e,jecjted I?y the Ccsnseil'd'Etat

Mr, SCOIT (ew Zeeland) ‘asked whether payment of the indemnity was
prescribed by law or whe*bher 1t was purely an administretive measure.

Mr. WATIER (Special Roproeontative) could not olarify thet point
but repected that that had been the practice followed 4n case of losses
susteined es & result of the develuations of 1936 e.na 1937. He added that the |
decisions of the Commieeion de revision des marchee were not mandetory and
involved no comnitment on the part of the Govemmon'h '
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M. WENDELEN (Belgim) pointed cut that the decision of the Commission
de revision des unrchas a5 .ond of, *the factors takan into Gonsidervtion 'by the

courts end moremrer, that tha courts. wera fully competent ‘in the 111&1:,1[:@1-q Fo
therei‘ore reiteratﬁd his: proposel FL ST ' ¥

- The- Comnittee decided to renuest '!:he Secretariut to nreuare a dr;it
rosolution along the linea ‘indiceted 'by the. Beleian r'epresentctive.

(b) Petition from "Un:lon des Populc.tions du Cameroun" (T/PE'I' 5/83‘)
Mr. VATIER (Specizl Representative) prasanted orally -'obs'ervationa' of
tha.-_Aﬂ.nﬂni-atering-huthority concerning the petition under discuscicn.
~ He reviewed the incidents which hed led to the £iling of ‘the petition
nnd which had ocouwrred at the 'bime of the Congress of the Union dos Populstions
du Cemeroun (UPC) held ot Dachang The Congrocs 1toelf had not mede eny néw

contribution and the number of' persona attanding d1d not seem to have exceeded
200, At the time the Conr_;resa had met, howevar, there hed been @ review of .
electoral lista which hed revealed irregularities end hed led to the crrest of
the ..rec.surer-(}ener al of the Associmtion of Trrde Unlons of Dsch ng on & cherge
of 1ssu1ng end using o false certificate. ' ;
The Congress had decided to protest av,ainst ‘that errést and hu.d sent
ccblegrams to the United N(,,ticns, to the Rmsomblement demoﬂrﬂtiqge africatn
and to the Hau‘!: Cormias‘.riht At the close of the Cone;ress, the Ev:acutive
Conm3i ttao h;d hed ¢ mo'bion adopted ccn&emning the attitu&e of “the r.agistrate
who h‘.d *nitiated. legal proceedings anainst tha trade union treaSurer and he d
had him arrested. A delegation of seven mem'bers had. gone to prasént the text
- to the maglstrate who ‘hed drawn up report cherging them with written contempt
of a maglstrate a.nd., cn the order of the Procureur do 1a Rapublicue, had
initiated legel proceedingz under ert.icl.e 202 of the Frenr.:h Penal Coda. The
members of the delegaticn had been committe& for trial, and had reauasted n

previsional ‘release.which hed bean granted to one of them because.of his
advanced. age. "The magistrato at Dschﬂng had. rolinauished. Jurindiction over

- their cz se in fevour- of the Tribuml Correctionnal c..t Doual‘ﬂ. N " Four of then,
cmong. thenm one who had esecc ped had a.lso been char{ged with rebollion beceuse of
their violence at the time of theiz' arrest - Two had been acaui‘bted and the
third, uantonced to & term which he hsd already gserved in priaon had. entured

an appeal. . ;
[Moreover
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' Moreover proosedmgs hat}. ‘been *“'t_a"ed againat *’ow o heﬂ nembers -
of the Congress for 1ibelling a magistrate. 'by telagram. The Grand Jury had
later ordered their provisional relesse, . -~ ' . — n

Mz, Watler attributed the eryor com..t‘t.ad. g the members of :

Ccmgreea in avigcking a maglstrate to the fact that even advanced Africana atill
414 not. clearly understand the goparatlon of powars.and to.the fact that the .
Judge in questlon was African, e eircumstence which had given his compatriots
the impression that he was.a minor offisial,

My, WENDELEN (Belgium) noted that, in additlon to the speeific:
quostion of the arrests, the petiticn raisod & number of gemeval questiens
guch eg foreed labour and restrictions on freedom of assoclatlon and of
political opinten, In that connexion he called attention to the letter sent
by the Comite directeur of the UPC to the locel, secticas asd veproduced in
paragraph 9h:of the report of the-Vielting Mimsion tv West Africa, The
Comited directeur of the UPC had iastructed its sections to present complainte
to the Vieiting Mission about forced labour and violaticn of pollitical .
rights and freedoms, similar to thoee appearing in T/PET,5/83, .. .y

-He thought therefore that, in the draft reaolutio,p to be submitted
to the Couneil, the Committee should not deal with the accusations made by the
petiticners because they had been instructed to presemt those accusatlons
btut should dovote itself to the questicn of the arrests,

‘ -+ Mp,. STLDATOV (Ucioa of Sc,-viaﬁ Sos’alist Rspubli.as) regayded the
cage set forth by the petitloners as anothor manifestation of the entl.
democratic and dilescriminatory pollcy pursued by the Administering Authority
with respect to the indigemocus inhabi‘ban‘ha, in contempt- of their rights
and interests, -

/In: the oﬁinion
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In the opinion of the USSR delegation, the petition could not be
treated light-;ly. Accordingly, it. propnsed that the Comif.tee sﬁould adopt &
Administering Authority should put an end 10 its anti-democréatic pol:lcy t.oward
the indigenous population, & policy vhich countenanced racidl discrimination erd

““the flagrent violation of the rights and interests of that populetion) - Tae

resolution should further recommend the restoration to the indigenous inHsbitents
of the lands which hed been teken from them on various pretexts and by verious
meens, end should invite the Visiting Mission to carry out an ;on-'the-'spot
investigation with regard to forced labour and oﬁ’ences uga nst freedoum cf

L dbs

assembly,

-"  Mr, WATIER (Speciel Representetive) observed that the Administering
Authorfty could not feil to epprove the idee of an inquiry by ttfe Visiti:ig
Mission,’ Ho had not thought it necessary to rop'i& to the accusetions of
petitioners who maintained thet the Administration followed a pol:lcy of
plindering and of curbing freedom of assembly, allegations which were in no. cese
founded on fact, The allegetions in guestion were twrely stetéments of
principle iesued by the local sections in conformity with instructlons received
from the Comite directeur ;" as the repreaanta.tive of Belgium he.d pointed out.

p B R e o RO B o SR

“: M, ‘STRONG (Unlted ‘States of -Amsrice) shéréd” the view of the Belgim
representative 8s regards the linss-along™which*the'resolution “8hiowld-be drafted,
He had two further observations to meke,

Firet, with respect to en on-the-spot investigation by the Visiting
Mission, the United States delegation Télt, as elways' 4n’ such ceses’) thet -
generel questions such s forced labour or -the lend tenure system were & norcal
part of the-Mleslon's field of study. *+*Consequently, he ‘thought that” the '
Council should inform the petitioners that the Mission would visit the '
Cameroons in 1952, rother thean explicitly inviting the Miesion to investigate
the case in point.

/Second,
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‘Second, ‘as regerds the perticular problem of separation of pcbrex__-a,'. the
Administering Authority had indicated thet, 1% vas taking steps to remedy the .
lrck:of career. magiatra.t.ea end thet the separation, of powers would sqon be an-
accomplished fact. :-He felt, therefore, that the.text of the draft resolution.
should refer not.only to the :resolution adopted by the Trgatee_shiﬁ Council, but

~@lso to the observations.of .the Administering.Authority..

" e . e ; S e L3P :
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-: . . Mr. SCOIT (New Zealand) agreed with the United.States representative.

- - v ¥ s I

Mr. WENDELEN:(Belgium) askedthe Special -Representative to clarify -

twa pointss First, he noticed-that the petiticners, -on page 12 of document. .

T/PET.5/83, used the phrase "to- Justify executions end massacres”.. He.wondered

whether such incidents had &c'bua.lly :taken ‘place, . - B s i :
Second, he noted that the Special Representatixe had Bpoken of & .

“+= "1ivellous "“telegram”. - Mr. Wendelen asked-whether the telegram in question

had-been addressed'to the United Netione -or to the Administraticn,

Mr. WATIER (Special Representative) aaid. in reply to the ﬁrat
question, that there had been no bloodshed and that the case was clearly one of
blackmall under threat of disturbances. .As.regerds the second question,. he
believed that the telegram in question hed been eddressed to the magistrate
himself. - :

$ R R S SRR Y
Mr. STRONG (United States of America) .noted that the petition claimed
that a local officer of the UFC' had been arrested for having signed 8.
protest addressed to the United Naticns. He asgked for the comments of the
Administering Autherity on that. point, . .+

oy Ty D e L“""

; ] o W el R L - i K 2 ¥ L ¢
Mr,. WATIER (Spegiesl Representative) painted.out. that the-allegation-was
unfounded, since the arrests had been Justified cn three counta:  rebellioen, ;
livel, and contempt of court.

/Mr. SOLDATOV
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M, SOLDATB?‘(Uhion of Soviet Sdcialiéi ﬁebublics) said thet after a
‘careful”Yoreading of pege 53 of tbe roporit! of -the' visiting Mission to West Africa,
he could 553 noﬁhins unusual’ 1n ‘the fect that’ the UBC; & pdlifical” organ1~a- .
tion Benatidred’ by Froneh 1aw, ‘should edvise its’ local soctions to tyanomit ’
their complaints to the Miaaion, and, since they vereé perhaps ‘not ‘familiayr with
¢onditions throughiont the Torritory, thet 1t ‘should’ sugiest to thow'the ‘points
to be emphasized, In the opinionm of hia-delegation, ‘the ‘stFiking fadt wed that
the letter in question had come into the hands of the authoritiecs. Ho eould
enly-conclude that censorship wias beirg employed, that the ‘privacy:of covres-
pondonce was being violated, and thet the lew which guaranteed freedem of
correspondence ‘in metropolitan Frenco did not apply to ‘the Trust Territory. It
vas dlear;~théraforﬁ"th&t despite the stetements madc by the.rdministration. !
in-its: report; "the indigenous population did: not anoy'tha Banme rights and
freedoms as the population of metropolitan: France. ! Ly

ey & z = i 1 . LRI g ' i :
.| . % B " ¢ L EellY- o .'.., ' o S . U | = o

@% . ‘Mr. LAURENTIE (France) pointéd-out.that thers were meny weys.of.
ascertaining the contents of & letter without opeming the énvelope.' :For exemple,
& member of the organization, overccme by rerworse, might confide in r third
party the role which:he wes supposed ‘£6 plays - '¥i.i 1
Mr. WENDELEN'(Belglum) pointed: out: that in any event the ‘letter had . -
reached 1ts. destination. ' It wight well be’ thatithe local sections were not -
famtiliar with conditions throughout the Territory. Proof of that lay in ‘the
fact that as regerds forced labour, for examplo, they baed been unable to cite 2
aiﬁglé concrete case, - Thelr accusatlons had  therefore not been Lased upon facts,
but apon instructions: received-from the Cemitd direuteur. M

Mr. SOLDATOV (Union of Soviet Soéidtisthapubliés)vstreBEe& the fect:
that if forced labour had not existed in the Trust Territory, the Trusteeshlp
' Counmetl would 1ot 8ve -issued- & roquost, at ita sirth session, ‘to the Adminiater-

ing.Authority to teke “stops to ‘abolish that practice. e

/Mr. WENDELEN
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M wmm .{Balgs_um} mg avare | of ‘the. resolution adopted by the
Trusteeahip CQuncil, ‘mrt. the( counciL ;mdr ;ndica’baﬁ. clearly that it 'hoolr note
of the Admiuistration 8 condemnation of forced la.bour, a practice whi(,h vas, m

e.ny event d.iaappearing. '. s PR T g

] .
' cimagel o owal et e v .
5 LA S R e T -

o

“w - Me, LAURENTIE (annce] ezplained that the Council ted beeh cotzed of
cortain caseg of requisitioning of‘ labour fcr pu‘blic worke.. 'I'he Administaring
Authority had proved that 1n moet- inat.unoes the 1nd.igenous 1nhab1tants haa
merel:f been required. to sweep the pavement in, front of their housea. Accomingly,
the Council hed invited he, Ad.miniatering authority to make it clear to the
indigenoua pupulation thet. 1t _vas not. & question af forced lahour » but aimply
O.'f the minimum nf work necessary for tha general good.. _ ‘ '

T o TS Mr. SMTW (Union of Soviet Sccialist Republlcs) thought that his

) ,_._,deleeation‘a proposal uet tha requirementa of the aitua*bin ang, 'in fact, -
coincided with the atatements of the French and Belg,ian reproBentatives, which
had stressed the necesaity of an on-the-spo‘t‘. inVesuignion of forced labour and

_ _violationl of freedom of aeaembly _ ‘ . _ T

' 5 8
£ ome o)

vy Mr, VENDELEN, (Belgivm) pointed out that the' United Statos proposal
would - achieve the seme.ye¢sulte and that if concrete caaea existed they. would
be hrought to. the attentdon of the Mission, which wOuld 'branamit ita conclusions

i “ Yy, SCLDATOV (Usidon of Soviet Socialist Republics) e&id that concrste
cases could ‘be found in the docunments st the disposal. of ‘the, Trusteeship Cowncil,
in particula.r ’ iri cerbain petitions fxom the Cameroons. under French Aaministra.tion.

: = It was deciderl that the Secretariat should be acksd to prepare two
draft reaolut.ions. one based’ on the UE‘EB proposal ,_the other on the propoaal of

.

Bolgium and the United States,

/(c)--Petitién
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(¢) Petitionm from’thd: "Union"des "pobulEtiéns fdu’ Cﬁmef‘baﬁ “Gomite- qu village
d'Akomayada (Subdivisidn -de: M'Bi‘!‘“"d)"(foPEﬁﬁ“Bﬁ)“ £ 2lul 3 o Janare

Mr, VATIER (special Repraeentativd “Gaid that the comblainte ee’c
forth in the petition under consideration hed been 1nvset;-@;?:eti by thé ¢
Adminietration.

Hé explained that the forestiy Yeserve of ‘Womny#da il been classified
in acccrdsnce.with the rem.lo.r“procodm, ‘undor the deeree of 3 Moy’ 19&6
OH'tabliGl"ing the foredtry. oyd .,qn of tha-Cakdroona; - T s - 2 s
' - That classif{cation: had; given ‘vride t6 ro; protests e¥cept that of '

Mre Amougou ' ‘Getictaniin, 'whio “mvd raceiveilsatistection.’t  The
clasoification of Torests in ‘éh: area: héving & very stable Population could not

N
AL

inconvenioence the inhebitante, their acquired rights were ecrupulouely reapocted
as they had boen in the case under discuesion. The o‘bligationa end conditions
1mpoeed under thut clasaiﬁcation were less extensive than in the ‘case of State
foroate in France, and the present regu.lationa re_preser.tcd the minimn sai‘egub.wd
neceesary if the mture of the country e roresba wae not to be eeriousl:,'

- C - $is 5
.

Jeopanlized. . acc o
Moreover, even though the laws In force provided for the Jurisdiction of
the tribunaux correctionels in the matter, the Administration, in an effort at
appeasement, had hed “recourse only to mimple police court messures: Proceedings
had been taken-in twenty-seven <¢ases, and fines and terms. of imprisorment had .-
‘been imposed; the total amount of the’fines was not more than 21,600 francs.
Those fiues had had to be imposed to convince the inbimbitants.that ‘the :infractions
of the decree for the classification of the forestry reserve must cease. Morsover,
., e wished to point out that in. their‘ claeeification qi‘ the foxest o,f' Ako.a. Jada )

. the locel authoriiies.hed besed themselves on the reccmendations of the s
Trusteeship Gounoil ) which had elread.y etresaed the necessit;f that the '
Aﬂministering A\xthor:[ty ehouId tak‘e into oo:fe:[ﬂeratIoh the .needs .of ’ t'pe Territor",
“without’ heglecting’ ‘Emdi‘t‘:loml comnnﬁal right'a. . sy B . .

) . o’ oW A eve
it w . 3 0 awee 3Vt e @i

Mr. STRONG (Un:lted States of America) asked the Special Ropresontative
what oft‘ences had' baen punished with fines or imprisomment.

/Mr. SCOTT
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, Mr, Sf‘UI‘T (New Zea.land] aaked what.her the Anhabitants had enJoyed
foraging riphie in the Foodss- Y 7ote” the: en‘br:r into force- of the 191&6 decree.

. Mr, WATTER. (Speczal quwesentative) s2id that, the offences. Jin
question had. veen viclations of the prov:laion pronihi‘bing 'brush fires or the
felling of urae'; for the Purgose of extending cultivable landa .Bafore 19#6
the mhabi'hfm 8 had en. c,x 24, Yhe vight to take firewood, fi'bres and. raffia-@aas
from the foreat, end .,-.m y kxd roitained that traditionﬁl right.

My, “.fﬂ’ { e dsed s.,ares of Americs.) T that the Gommittee
should rei‘er in 1ts df&fu :.'390 ut ion to the Council's Previoug resolutiana -
on land 'legis'Ia-,ion. Fa“whamore e 'bhe Adminiataring; Authority Bhould. be .
_raqueatod whe*ever mf‘c— sawy, o ta.ke the a.ppropria.te measures to provid.e
_the inha‘bitants with additional arable land . _ A

' Mr. wamrm (Spacial Representativs) said t..qat the Administering
Authority wes giving rullaat consideration ‘the. needa of the neighbouring i
peoplea es regards the exteneion of areas under cultivation, The ~.n‘;!:m1a'a‘F iem
vhich had been punished was m no way conneutad with the need. 'bo increase
the areas under cultivation. It went witnout saying that if the population '
stated. tho:b it ‘wished *bo extend. the oultivated. a.raa., the request woulcl he
given sympathetic cons id.eration by the Administration. ’

_ Hr SOLDATCW (Union of Soviet Soclalist Republics) proposad tha.t
o Donmibten should adopt & draft resclution recam:rend...ng that the
Aﬂminiatoring Authority should return to the indigenous population the lend
which had ‘bean alienated. from 1t on the pretext of classifica-bion as. fores?_; '-__
reserves and that in the fu’c.ure the Administering Authority -hould not.
authorize a.lienatim of land. belonging to ‘the . mdiganous inha‘bi‘cants. .
' It wes decided to-reauest the Secretariat to dre.w up two draf‘t :
resolutions; one on the linea sugpestad by the United States reprasentative ..
and the other in accord.a.nce with the USSR remeaentative a nroposal

/(d)._ Petition
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(d) Potidtion ‘Trom 'bho "Comite reg* onal i how;go da l'Union dea ngula.t.ions du
Gameroun” (T/PET.5/86) - el

Mr. VATIER (Special Represéntetive) went Hwrough the petition point by
o, R YO SN W e TR kL TS 5 o
Ho did not deny the allsgatior thet the regidnal Chief had refussd to

rolethe ‘administration building availeble for & public moeting of the Unicn des
Populetions du Camorowns The Building could not serve as & meeting place ior an
orgenization which had mads political agitation 1ts objective.

' Concorning the requost foxr the establishment of & permenent Unlted
Netions office in the Territory, He recalled that the Cowncil had examined it
at 1ts pixth ‘session and Had decided to tale no action on ite . ’

" With reference to police brutality of which certain indigenous inhabitants
12d allegedly been the victims, two successive inguiries by the ‘Adminictration had
revealed nogpecific accusatlons; the allegeticns had beoen invented and the
testimonies ovesive. It had not been possible to establisch whother blows and
injuries had actually been inflicted on' the person of }iasso Yacob Hbgm.ga.. '

Tt wes true that the forest rengers had pulled up'i'iho icrbiib wb'.ich'the-
3amileks  Immigrants had planted despite the ﬁdmirdstration'a prohibitfon. But it
28 not true that the planations hed been in full nrod.uction or that any ed.ible

srops had been involved. In point of fact, the latter wore toleratod. in tljxe‘ ;‘o;'ast
sopervet, "8 : ’ )

As regerds the allegation thet the indigenous Inhobitants were excluded
rom utilizing the forests, the exploitation of the forosts vas not a. monopoly of
he Ewrcpean Inhabltants, Any African could apply Tor and odtain & licence. He
scalled in that commexion' that the indigenous insurance ooupany of Nkongsama ms
W setting up & sawmill for the exclusive use ‘of indigonom inhebitents.

Tt was likewlse untrue ﬂlat ‘the irdigemus inhabitanta had been den.‘led
10 exeroiso of ‘their land rie)zts. That ﬂ.llegation was based on a. sitv.a-tion vhich
:d resulted from considerable.Bamilolke imm:lgratio:r 1r'l'.n tha rar*it‘m. The indigoenous
-habitants rer'tmod. to. goLL ox 10&59 their lﬂnd. to" those m.igmnta. £, Hay t w

. : £ . - - TR
PR e v_---.--—.---...- ¥ " .

/me allegaticxm
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The allegations rega.rd.ing cenaorship of mail were also baseless,- IIe X
recalled tha.t the postmaster of the Loun post office who wes a member of the

Union das populations du Camemm had been guilty of withholding mail for which
he ha.d. been punished 'by the Ad:niniatra.tion. That was d.oubtless the reason why

the UPG was now a.ccusing the post office of Mbago of cansoring the me.i'l_; B0 far
the Adminis tra.tion had. received. no comrlaint of - 'bha.t kind..

~ With regard to the q,uestion of the extortion of funds from ‘c.he mrlret
boys, ‘he' reca]led that a commlttee'had been set up in. Moungo to protect the
interests of the Bemileke, - Certain Bamileke. chiefs had collected. emall dues from
Africen traders for the commit.tae's treasury. ‘Yhen the ma.rket boys had a.sked
to see the accomta s the Bemileke. chiefs had, claimed to ha.?e ha.nded the funds
over to the Sub-])ivlsion Chie.f. An inguiry on the spot. had. showad. thet that
slanderous a.llaga.tion had been deaignerl to cover up ambezzlemsnt of funds’ 'by
certain’ local politiciana -who ‘wexe membera of the UEC. 'l‘lia peo:.tione“a were '-
perfectly atare of tls situation, a.n.d. it wag a atriking casa of bed fs.ith.

Aﬂ regard,a market licencas 34 11; w3 e th.at a feo ha.d. to be paid for
the right t.o ‘sell. :[n the m.rl:et either by - aubscription or on a. da'y-to—day basis..
The fee which was ema.ll vraa tredltiondl, IR il - : :

Lastly, a.a rega.rd.s the allega.tiona that the police were guilty o:. _
axrbitrary arrests, no such a.'busea hed goms o l&gpt during the Administra‘cmn*a
inquiries.- y st T S S G

Wil 6

“Mrs HEIEEIEN (Belgiwn) thought that 'hhe pet.a.tion und.er consid.eration
reised & number of differert {ssusy and that the oesreta.ria.t s}'ouJ(l b8 aqked to
"draw up a. document summa.rizmg the. petition and the upecia.l Bepresent&tive"‘s

con::onts. -In that my the Comittee would be a.ble to decide on it at a later
meeting- =

Mr, SCOTT (New. Zéaland) agreed with the Balgia.n representatives He,
‘too, thought that & clarification of the guestlon. would. be useful.

Ho would like' to ‘have some particulars regr.tréLinD tho 811egabion that
the ind.igenoua inhﬂ-hitants and in particular Mr. Miaso Yacob Mbanga. ‘had been
raltreatods ;

- firs WATIER
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A L Mre WATIER (upaoial Ropresentati‘éa)_ aaiﬁ thab 'bhosa accus&tlona ha-.d
been inmati@teé. by the Adminiatr&-tion and. tha.t no e'v mahce of -abuse had 'neen
found; Miaso Yﬂcob Mbanga had: been quenmioxm&s and. 1i'. mrl not been poss:l.ble t.o
determine whather the. &J_'Laga.tions mre~tm19 PR < S e, e e fin Al e

Mr. SULDAEEOV (Union of .Soviet Socia.list Repuolica) vas ﬂui-prised at the

.I,Sneqia.l Renrasen‘oatlvo 8 -attitudo of complete denial, “Eeo aid not think tiau
facts. mentioned in the etition could beé the’ ‘prodict of ‘the- potitionersf
1magination. I ® o the ‘Dotitioners had been guilty of false a.llegztim, the® -
Adminiatra.tion would htwe been justified in xcmeecutin{;“them, ya‘l:. it had not“&orhs
803 matead At hari ‘corried out investigetions- waich rathex surprisir.gly ) hed
ravealad nothing. He would not, therefore 5 accept the position -taken up 1::;‘r the
Special Repreaenta.tive. Ho agked that tho Commlttee should exarine all the
_of:[‘icinl ‘documents depling with the facts listed in the potition. He elso
I_proposed. that the Comittee shouwld recomiond to t.he Aainistoring Authorit:; that
1t should put an end to ita anti-denooratic policy of tulemtmg flagrart
infringements of Jﬁm rights and intorests of the “ind1genous nﬂmbitt}ntﬁ.,

M, VATIER (Special Representetive) pointed out that his attitude ves
not one of systematic denial. He merely moted thet each of the auccesaive in-
quiriss carrled.oub-by the -Adninis trétion had. shovn - the natiticmrsl bed feith.
Mureover, the: 1atter wore fully avere that the Administering Authority in no.
circunstances wished to limit their fréedom of petition, vhich’ ma aa.i’enmrd”:l
by the Charter. It was regrettable that tae petititners should use ‘that’ right‘
to make slandsrous allegetions,

¢ . Mr, SCOIT (lew Zea.land) seid that 1o d1d not agrse vith fJie USSR

presentativq wilo had.. quentioned. the veracity of ‘the apecia.l Ronrasan\.&tiva 8.
explonations,. : fo fukrther pointed out thai' the Gomittee m'mld qer'bairﬂ.y not hwe
time for the d.etailad. inguiry. wivich the, U&? ropresentative AT requeating. B
dangerous procedont would ba oot by adopting such o procoduzos &

koo
A el

A\h‘ ™ S mmv—
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Mra. SOLDATOV {Union of Soviet Socialist Bepu'bliés) said that it would be
Jor the Visiting Mission which was supposed to go to the Cemeromms under French
Administration in 1952 to caxry out an investigation on the spot.

The CHATEMAN thought that the Belgian represontative!s proposal should
ve adopted; namely, that the Secretariah should be eskod to prepare a paper glving
the verious quagtions ralsed in the potitions as well as the Special Representative®
verval explenations., The dlscusslon would be resvmed &b the following meeting.

Mre SIRCNG (United States of Amorlca) ncled a cerhaln sanlogy belween
the petition in decument T/PET.5/83 end that in dccwnmont T/PET/5/86. Tae
Secreteriat might wsefully follow the sems procecure with respsct to both,

The meeting icse at 1 p-m,

27/7 e.m.






