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¥ _J‘Lt the sceond mooting of 1ts tonth seogsion, the Trus’cccship Cmm.cil
wtablimcd & Comaittec on Examinction of Potitions, composcd of tho
ro'arca-:,nt.;tivos of Bolgium, tho Dominican Rcpublic, Thailand and the United.
Statcs of Amorica, with tho task of making rocommondations for the considcmtior
of the Council a8 to thc proeccdurc to be followed in the ommimtion. of
pctitions.
2. At its first mcoting, on 29 Fubruary 3_952 the Com:zittoe clc.cted Prince
Wen Waithayakon (Thailond) es 1ts chairmen. '
3. The Commttoo hold throo moetings, on 29 Fobruory, 5 and 7 larch 1952.
4.,  The conclusions and rgcomnonclatlonﬂ of tho Comit.too aro sot forth as
follows: ' '

A, General Conailcrations on I?atit:!.c:-ns

Cormunications roccived by the E‘;::cr‘et&r_; ~Gencral . ) _
2. The Committoe was of the opinion tha,t_ thc'vcry_ hro:;id. provisioxi bon'ta-.'med.
in rulc 79 of the rules of proccdurc of th_c:- Trustpep‘hip_ Council has lcd to S
the procussing s petitions of a great number of communications which differ

widely as to their 1mturc. . }
6. The Committov agrewud that wlil commnicasions addresscd to the Scerotary-
General or the Trusteeshin Counc.il nonring on the affairs of one or more

Trust Turritoricu the operation of the Into:n'_.tioml Trustbc.ship S)BtCII‘. or
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the activitics of the Trustecship Council, cxcopt thosc which are ranifostly
inconsoquential, are of intorest to the Trusteeship Council, and should be
nede aveilable to the membors of the Council, as cxpeditiously and fully as
roasible,

T. The Comuittee agreed however that experlence shows that it is not
desirable to apply indiscriminately to all these documents the lengthy
procedure vhich the Trusteechip Council and its Ad Hoc Committee on Petitions
have hitherto used in dealing with petitions,

8. The Cormittee further agresl that the listing of communications wnder
the second pert of rule 24 of the rules of procedure, which is the only
alternative tractice followed co far, is not an adequate procedure for handling
cutisfactorlly tho various typeg of cawmnicatlons received.

9. The Cormitteo was of the opinion, that all communications containing
reauests, corplaints and grievances seeking action by the Trusteeship Council
should continue to be hanlled in accordance with the established procedure
for examlnatlion of petltlons.

10. TIn oricr to ensure thatlthe other types of commmunications recelved are
riven the uttention which they deserve by the members of the Trusteeship
Council, they shoull be transmittcl;l in full to the members of the Council unlese
their length precludeo this, These coumunications should be screened by the
stanling camultiee referred to below which should decide vhether any of them
ought to be treated as a petition., In this case, the umeibers of the
Trusteechip Comncil will be informed of this decision and the normal procelure
epplying to petitions wlll then be followed, Any member of the Trusteeship
Council may also subniit thatv any other coumwmicaticn be considered as a
petition ard, in case the Council &o decides, the normal procedure for
cxauinution of petitions will be applied to it.

Ccmmmicablons recelved by vioitine, mlcelons

ke

11, The inadequacy of the present rrocedure is particularly evident in the case
of ccixmnlecations addressed to visiting missions., Thic yproblen of petitions
cubriittel to vlolting wiscions kas already beein widerlined by the Ad Hee
Coridittee cn Potitiono at the SD‘;;(?IIT.'II gecoicn of the Trusteeshin Council
(locuenss ‘i‘/L.l’Jl and ‘i‘/L.lOLj) uand by the United MNations Visiting Misslon to
Trust Territories in Fost Africa (1951) (T/951).

/12, Vhen a
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12. When a Visiting Mission travels in a territory it gives an opportunity
to individuals and grbupa to present their views orally and in writing on

all matters concerning the Territorj; ‘ ti;ia .is an effective ard l_l_elpful wvay

of gathering information. It may be questioned however whether all these
communicetions and memoranda are necessarily petitions "stricto sesu". The
authors of these communications went the Mission to teke their views into
account in drafting its report; they also want the Truatéeéhip Council to be .
informed about their views; it is not inevitably their wish - insofar

as they understand the procedures of the Trusteoeship Council - that each of
their communications be technically considered as a petltion, and receive the
treatment accorded thereto.

13, It uight therefore be sugrasted that the visiting mission ghould fomard.
as petitions all communications of" the kind referred to in paragraph 9 a.'bove.
As regards the other communications received by the Mission, these should
vherever ayppropriate be annexed to the Mission's report in extenso as
"communications end memoranda received”, When considering the report

of' the Visiting Miscion, any member of the Trusteeship Council may subnmit
that any of thece cormunications and memoranda contained in the annex

should bo treated as petitions, and in case the Cbﬁnc:t_.l so decides, the

' normel procedure for examination of petitions will be applied to them.

. B. Standing Committee

1k, The Committes was of the oi)inion that Géneral Assembly resolutions 435 (V)
and 552 (VI) should be implemented, and that a standing committee on petitions
be established, ' b :

15. The Committee agreed thut the term "émn:ling" be interpreted to mean

1at such & comnittee 1s a committee empowered to meet whenever it considers
necessary between sessions of the Trusteeship Council as well as during
_the sessions; 1t should not be interpreted as meaning thet the composition
of the commlttece would necessarily coritinﬁe unchanged after each session of
the Council, :
15, The Committeo agreed to recommend that the Trusteeship Council appoint, at
the end of euch session, three memberé zidministering Trust Territories and three
members having no adulnistering responsibilities to serve on the standing

Jcommi ttee
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committee until the closs of the nsxt session, so ;s to ensure that the:
preraratory work befors saoh se551on and ths final work during that session be’
done by a committee of the same composition. However if a neb;tion under
examination ooncerns & member of the standing oommittee, that member will be
replaced by'%hs rsprssentativs of tns Administering Authority not sitting on !
the ccmmittee whces name comes next in the English slphabstlcal order ,. .
17. The Committes was of the oplnion that latitude should be given to tho oy
committee to work out its 0wn pronramms of work betwoen sessions. x i :
18, The stonding ommnittee however, should meet whenever it considsrs necegsary
betveen sossions and normally approximatsly one month bofore each regular session
of the Council, in order, : - £ Wt T
(a)' a5 stated in naraﬂraph 10 &bove, to sorsen the various communications..
vhich had not beon treated as netitions, L dia
(b) if 1t decms’ neoessary, to conduot in consultation with the
renrssontstivs ‘of * the Administorin& Authority conoernod a preliminary
oxamino?ionlof thoge pot;tions on which writson observations by the-
Adminisfering Authofity are_assilable, or which have been received by the .-
Administering Authority‘at least fﬁo months previously and, in particular, .
to fofmulote ony'questionslto be submitted %o ths Adminlstering Authority,
or to the special rspresentativs, instruct the Secretariat to carry out
studies or prepare working papors, d to undertars such- preparatory work
as it deems neoosssry, so that, du;ing tbs following session of the Council,
the Standing Ccwmittee, with ths'assistsﬁce-of the epecial representative, -
will conclude 1ts examinaticn of the petitions, end report to, the
Trusteeship Council subm*tting its recoxmendations on the action to be
taken in each cage,’ ; s
(c) to cemplete ‘the examina tion of those. petltions vhich the Administering
Authority agrees to have examined in ‘the ebgence of a special representative,
19, As only'experienos will show whoihér thie approach to the problem of handling
petitions represonts an appreciable improvsment or not, the. Trusteeship.Council-
may wish to 1ooonsidor the whole motter at o subrsqusnt sossion in the light of .

the experience Lainsd by the Stonding Comm*ttee on Potitions

/C. Information
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C. Informaticn Concerning Action Taken on the Recommendations
of the Trusteeship Council in Respect of
Petitions Examined

20, The Committee considered that the.Standing Committee on Petitions should

prepere recommendations for submission to the Trusteeship Council speéifying those

petitions in respect of which special information concerning the action taken on
the recommendations of the Trusteeship Council is not reguired,

o

D. Draft Resolution

21, In the light of the above consideraﬁiona, the Committee submits the following

draft resolution for the approval of the Trusteeship Council:
The Trugteeship Council,

Having conotdsved General Assembly resolutions 435 (V) and 552 (vr),

Having considered the Report of the Committee on Examination of Petitions,

Docides

l.

to approve the conclusions contailned in the above report concerning the
treatment of petitions end communications;

to establish a Standing Ccammittee on Petitions as recommended in the
ebove report;

to refer the repcrt of the Conmittee on Examination of Petitions and
the present resolutién to the Committee on General Procedure and to
request this Committee to undertake a revision of the Ruleg of procedure
in the light of the decisions of the Council; and,

pending the submission of the Report of the Committee on General
Procedure, to suspend the application of rule 9Q of the Rules of

procedure for the Trusteeship Council,

cCo





