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ORIG-TI~ : ·. EHGLISH 
I o •. • o ·,, ·. 

Tenth sessi on . ' ... . . . .. " .. . . .. . •. ~. . . 
Item 10 or . the ugcrmu ' . ; i . . ! 

EXANij.\!ATION OF PE"l'ITIONS . 
. . 

(GENTP.AL ASSD1BLY RESOLUTION. 435 (V) 
. ' . . I' AND .P.ESOLUTION 552 (VI)) 

• • • .! • ' ' • • ' .• ' 

Dr u.ft ·r eport of. 'the CoD.'ililittoo on Examina.tfon 'of Pcti tions 
. _;. ~- { , 

, • { - . ·· , I • : · ': 

Cho.i:rmon : Prince vll\.N VTAITHAYAKON (Th~ila.nd.) '.: · .. ~ • • • ~ • t , . : ' • 

l. At th0 sucond. mootfns of its 'tonth. sossfon, the Trustoo~h.ip. c·oun; ii :. =·· ·; ' 
. . . , .• . ... . '{ , ' : 

~ntnbli Ghcd ~ Comwittcc on Examin~tion of Peti t ions, composed of 'the 

r ol?l:'ooenta ti vos ·of· B'ol gi um, t ho Dotrl.ni~a.n Republic 1 Tha ilAnd a nd. the United 

St ate s of Amor i cn 1 vi th the tnuk of m kinB rccommcnd.a.ti~ns fo~ the conol~~;~ti.on 
• • • ! .:. 

of' thv Council c.s to tho proc edure to b e f ollO'imd in t.'lo oxamino.tion of 

:peti t i ons . 
0 : : ! • • . : • 

2 . At ·i to f i rst mc-otint;, on 29 Fubr'U.:l.ry 1952, tlio COI!ll:!lit t ee elect od Pr':incc 

vlan lfn.i t ha.yo.kori (Tha.iiand) us its chairman. 

3. 
4. 

'I'h o Corami t tec. hel d thro~ mooti110s , on.' 29 F ebruary 1 5 o.nd 7, llb.rch ~9.52'. ·. 
> ; . ; .. 

The conclusions and r vcommonda.tlons of the Committee urc act forth as 
r · • • ··• 1 

foilO"'·TS : 
. .. .. : ... ~.. .. :· .· 

.. . ' 
A . G·cnoral Cons1U.cratj_6ns on ·J?oti tforl's ... 

·.· .. ·. 
Comnunico.ti on3 r eed V<..d b y the Socr'?tery-Gen or a l 

The Corra;U t t oo \ tUG of the opinion tha t th'o ·'ver y. b!~<l w ovision contained 
. . . . . 

in rul e 79 of tho r ules of pr oc od.uro of the Trust~~~hfp. Council ha.s .led to . .. ., 

t he .P~·oc vsoj.n[£ no pet i t i ons . of a {3!'vU.t ~tunbcr of COIDLl1ID~co.t1o~s '\-Thi~h diff; r 

u i doly ua t o .· their t'lll t ttrc . 
: . . ·. . .·· 

6. 
. : · .· . 

Thu Corun1 ttco aer cud tli:l. t ull coilllitur~cationo .o.dd.J;'oss<.Jd t o thp Sccrotary-
... . . . . 

Gunor a l or t h.: Trunteushi.!? Council, beo.r i nc on thv o.ffnirs of , o~c m• mor~ 
. . . . . ·,, 

•rrunt Tvrri torico, the opor o.ti on ·of th .:: Int.c:<·~o.tt~:>rnl Trust~os~ip Syat <?ID-, .or 

. ·, 
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the e.cti vi t~os of the Trusteeship Council, except those w·hich arc m1.nifestly 

inconooquontial, are 0f i nterest to the Trusteeship Council, nnd should be 

n~c.do a:vuila.blo to the members of th0 Council, us ox:podi tiously anG. fully as 

roosi 'ble. 

7. The Comrrdttee acrceed hovrever that experience shows that it is ·not 

desiru.ble to a:pJ:llY indiscriminntely to all these documents the lengthy 

proce.lure vrhi.ch the Trustee:::hi:p Council ancl its Ad. Hoc Committee on Petitions 

ha '[0 hi thcr GO userJ. in dealing \ ·Tl th peti tioris. 

8 . The Cor'ffilittee further a@~ee:l that the listing of corflill.unicatiooo under 

t.he oecond po.rt of rule 24 of the rules of procedure, which is the only 

u.lterno. ti ve r·rac tice follovcd eo far , is not on a.dequa te procedure for handling 

natlofactorily tho vo.riouo typeD of cvmrnm:i.cat.ions received. 

9 . 'l'ho Corani tteo ww of t.he op:ld.on, that all conm1unications containing 

rec.~twctu, cOI:l:pluints oncl c;rievancoa ceeki:lG action by the Trusteeship Council 

ohoulU. ccntinue to be ~mr.llecl in accor<l[mcc vli th the eztal.Jlished. procedure 

fo1· ej:::~mination of :petitions. 

10. In or,lcr to ensure thnt the other types of com...."lunications recci ved are 

c·~ ·1on the attention vrhich they den_erve by tho mombers of the _Trusteeship 

Cotmcil , they ohoull be tranorrd ttc1 in full to the :members of the Council · UJ1less 

their lenGth r r ccltvlc-s this . 'l'huse coLi.munications should be screened by the 

s :.:<.1nlinc; cvl:~· !d t. t.c::o rci'c,r:.c'3d to bolmr v1hich should <.lecid.e vrhether any of them 

oncht to be troatecl·as o petition . In thls cuse, the Ill.e;lbers of the 

'i'rn::>teechl p Co't-mcil 'Till be informed of thia decision and the normal proced.ure 

~pplyinc.; to }?etitions Hill then be follove(l. Any LlCnber of the Trusteeship 

Cc.'tmcil ll!!ly Qlso nub::;,i t that o.n;,r other ccr,!Iil'.micaticn be consiclered as a 

JlCtl tl0n u.r.:l, in ca::;e t."lc CQuncil so <.i.ccitlN;, the normal procedure for 

CZ2l.lir..ution of r·ctitiono ":1.11 bo up:rl:tod to H. 

Cc::·.nun:l.cu !~:1 0::10 :.cc;cei ved 'i1;,' vj_ o:t tinr m:l cct0n~; 

11. 'i'he i:r.aeo(llt:~cy of the rronent rrococlurc io rarticulurly ev:tC.ent in the case 

of ccr.:uu:1ica tiono atUrussed to vioi t.inc; 1.1ls: .. ::ion8. Thi o rroblera of poti tions 

~:ubt':l ~~tv·l to ·dei t:inc It!iBcionc t:w .:tli:eud:r b_oen urA::Jrlinri b,y the All Hoc 

C'):~'l~: i ttoo en Potiti onD rtt the ceventh ueaoicn cf the Truotuosht:p Cow1cil 

(.tcctu.ten·.:.a 'l'/L.H)l ~I~<~ '1'/L.lO)) m·:cl lly tho United ll!o.tions Vioi tin.:.; Nission to 

'J.'r,wt TN-ri tc.dou :In :!:~:.~::;-;-, Af1·ico (1~)1) (•r/9)1) . 

/12. Hhen a 
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12. '.fhen n Visiting Mission travels in a t~rri tory it g1 ves an opportunity 

to i11.di viduals and groups to present their views orally and in wri tins on 
. . 

all matters concerning . the Territory; · this .is an effective and helpful uay 
. . . ·.· 

of gathering information. "It may be questioned however i-Thether a ll these 

coiil!Tlunica tions and memoranda are necessarily peti tioue "stric to ses u" . The 

authors of these communicati9ns want the Mission to take the~r v~ews into . . . 
account in drafting its· report; they also want the Trusteeship Council to be 

informed about their vioi.-rs; it is not inevitably their wish - i nsofar 

as they understand the' procedures of the Trusteeship Council- that each .of 

their communications be technically considered as a ~etition, and receive the 

treatment accorded thereto . 
I 

13 . · rt· llrl.@lt therefore be sugsented that the visiting mission should fo~-Tard 

ao petitions all communications of . the. kind referred to in paragraph 9 above . 

An r 0carrls the other communications ·received. by the !>11s~ion, these should 

"rherever a1)propriate be annexed to the Mission's report in extenso as 

"communications and memoranda received"~ vlhon considering the report 

of the Vi3i tinu Niacion, any mem1)er of the Trusteeship Co_uncil may submit 

that any of these communications and memorancla contained in the annex 

should bo treated as petitions, and in case the Counc~l so decides, the 

normal procedure for examination of petitions id.ll be applied to them. 

B. StandinG Co1r..mi ttee 

14. The Committee Has of the· opini on that General Assembl y reoolutions 435 (V) 

and 552 (VI) ohouid be implemented, and that a standing committee on petitions 

be established . 

15. The CoDUJd ttee f.I.{P.'Ocl , tlw.t the term .. standing" be interpreted to mean 

that such a committee iJ a coimai t tee entpo\rered to meet '\-thenever it considers 

necessary betHeen sessions of the Trusteeship Council as ,.,ell as during 

. . the seosiono j it should not be interpreted as m.eaninc the.t the composition 

of tho c oli!11l1 tt~e ,.rould neceseuri.ly continue uncho.nced afte~ each session of 

tho Council. 

16. Tho Comrnit;tee acreed to recommend that the Trus.toeshi:p Council.appoint, at 

the end of euch sesaion, three members administering Truat Territories and three 

members huvinc no a.dltllnistering responsibili tioo to serve on the standing 

· . /committee 
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, . . . 

.. - . . : ' . ·:.: . · .. . · . ... · . . ' · .. : ~· -· ~· . ' • .:.;.:;.·· :.\.: ....... ~. : ...... ··: )., , . . ~ .. 
committee unt~·l th~ ; cl~·sci ~or- 'the "~e'xt ·a~'s's i·~~; . 8·~ as ·t~ . ~~~~;~~·;that.:. the. :.... . ~ ·-

preparatory r~C?;k . before '~a·6~ · ·a·~-ei~:~·~n ·:·~a· \he. f'~~1 .~ork. · .~u~~~- - -~~t·:~~ssion )e · · 

done 'by .. a ctmriii ttee .of \lie · a·~me· :c~~p6~'fti~~:~:<H~~-~~r ::!: if.-~ "P~:titi~n . ~nder . ; . 
1 , , , , , • : '• , 0 ' , ' . : :, 

0 
• ' , "' <f 

0 

, , . , , , , I •;,' ' ' • >~ ) : •, - t 1
'', ·~ , •. ' , -.. ' •'•' : ' '',,• ' • , . ' 

examination c·~ncerhs i:i' member of '•t:he . fit~ndi~g ~6o!lmlitte'e that m~mb{3r will •be · . 
. . • , ' \ .·. ... ., . . . · t· .. • . . , , :.. . ,· . . ' . : . ! -:· ... ·'· .. .I ,: _. . . • . l f • • 

replaced by 'tho re-presentative·. of the AdniiriisteringAuthority not s}tting t?n : · · 

the CCIT.tli ttce . i-ThCS~ ~~e ··comes ne~t ·. k . the E~giish:· ~lp~~~e-tic.a{. :O_rq_el,' •·· · :. : .... ·: . . , .. ·· 

17 . ··The Co~ittee was " of ilie' 'op.:lnt~~ thii~ l~ti~~~~- should-- be : gi~cn .,t~ th~.- :···. ,·· .. ·. 
. . . , . . : . . · .. · .. :. . .. , · l . : . . . ·c.. · ... ' .,:. . .• . . . 

committee ·to ,.mrk out its Oim · prosramm.e of work betwe~n .sessions •.. . , ·, · · 
. . .,. r . . : J .' . • r : : . . ; . . : . : : ' ' . :- . . :\ . ·. ··~: .·: 

18 • '.):'he stand in~ COnmd.ttee l . ho,iever.,. should,.. m_eet . .'vrheJ?.eVer it. ;C<?I?:Siders · ne~essary 

bet;.feen ~csoiotis . anci normall y nppro~imately ~n·e :~o~th\efore : ·e~ch ;e_gular sess·ion .. ~. . . 
of t~e Council , ~n orde~ , . .. · · ·• 

( r..) · as stated. ·in ·pnracrap~ 1o' above,' .£~· screen the v:ar~.oua .communi ea ti.o~s· .. 
which had not peer{. treated . a:'s. J?e~itioq,.~ ~ .·. . . . . . . . . ·, . 

(b) if 1 t deems . ne<;:'eosary, to . conduct, in consultation ,.,ith the.o .. 
. . . . . . . .. . . .. . . 

re!>reoohtati ve of · the· Administering Authority. cpncerned, o, .. Preliminar.Y :. . . ... 

e::w.mina.tion of . those p~ti tim1~ ~n wh~c~ ~i tte~ observatipns 'by :the · . ··· 

Admini~teri~G ~uthorlty ~re ·a~aiiable, or i-Thi.ch have . peen ~eceived by the .. 

Adminis~ering Authority , at leo.'st tvr6 months. previou~ly and, tn particular, 
. . . 

to fonuuln.te any queot:i.ons to be submitted to .the Admin~stering Authority, 
• l ' • 

or to the special representative, . instruct the Secretariat to carry out 

.studies o:r prepare ivorking papers , ·· ~d · to · undertake sue~ · pr~par<o.tory irork · · · 

as 1~ deems necessary, so that, dUf1ng ~}fe. rollowing sess~on pf the Counci1, 

the Stancling Ccrrllllittee, vrith the aosistance of the special representative, · · · 

vrill conclude 1 to exam:!.na tion of the petitions ,. and report, ,tt?, the 
' . . . . 

Truoteeshi~ Council submitting its recommendations on the action to be. 

tO.ken in ~ach caoe ' . . . · .. ' :' 
. . . . 

(c) to complete · the examination of those . pe~itions vrhich the Administering 

Authority acrces to have exo.mtned in the absence of a .sp~cial . representative. 

19. l\fJ only expcr:ieno.e ,n_n ohov \rhether thio approach to the problem. of :handlinc 

potitiono repreoento an appreciable improvement or not , the .. Trusteeeh:tp Council · 

rr.D.y vr.toh to reccnaidcr t.he 1-rhole mo.ttor at a· e.mbpequcnt session, .in the light of 

the experience gained by the Stc.ndinB Corrmi ttee on Poti tions . 

jc. Infomation 
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~I:_l"lformation Concernin£ Action Taken on the· Recornmendattons 
2f the T~~sh!E_Council in Respect of 

Petitions Examined 

.20 . The Committee considered that the Standing Committee on Petitions should 

pre11are re.commendations for submission to the Trusteeship Council specifying those 

petitions j.n respect of· which special information concerning the action take·n · on 

the recommendations of the Trusteeship Council is not required . 

D. Draft R~tion 

21 . In the l:!.ght of the above considerations , the Cownittee submits the follo1ving 

draft resolution for the approval of the Trusteeship Corincil: 

~e Trusteeship Council , 

_!!~::.:-:.;; ~1c.0!:-e~ General AssE:r:ibly resolut:l.ons !~35 (V) and 552 (VI), 

Having considered the Report of the Conmittee on Examj.nation of Petitions, 

Docia.es 

1 . to approve the conclusions contained. in the above report concerning the 

treatment of petitions and communications; 

2 . to establish a Standing Committee on Pe.ti tions as recommended in the 

above reiJort; 

3. to refer the report of the Committee on Examination of Petitions and 

the present resolution to the Committee on General Procedure ·and to 

request this Comnittee to undertake a revision of the Rule,s of procedure 

in the .light of the decisions of the Council; and, 

4. pc;,nding the submission of the Report of the Committee on General 

Procedure, to suspend the application of rule 90 of the Rules of 

procedure for the Truoteeship Council . 

cOo 




