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' . . .. . 
ELECTION OF .CHAJIU•lA.N . ·. 

Mr. RYCKHANS (Be181urn) nominuted .Princo Wan Wa1 thayakon (Th.ailand) . 
. . . . . .. .. . . .. . . . 

a. a Chhi rril!ln. · · 

EY..I\MINATIOH OF PETITIONS (A/!.a38; T/813, T/938, T/951, T/960, T/1. 224) 

Hr. RYCKM!J~S (Bo4sium) folt that tho Comm.itteot e first tank lTae to 

reach a£3reemsnt ooncerni~s a do:f.ini tion o! the term "peti tiona't. , He stressed 

the fact thnt hie Government· a.nd ·tho ot her M1mbor Govorrimorits l·:hi ch he.d advocated 

such a definition hcd no dooiro to ouppres G any i nformation or avoid discuss i on 

of a.ny quoetion; on tho contrary, thoro wco full acrcorr.~nt th~t all available 

docu~~ntc, of ~hntover typo 1 which could nso iot tho Counc-il in evaluating the 

oEuc.t ion in a Trust Territory ahculd be brought to tho Council' a atto·nti on. 

1\overtheJ.eoe, he felt thn.t the o:x:o.minat:Lon. of genuine poti-tions · ehould be 

differentiated from the handling of communications of other typee. In hie 

opinion, n genuine petition muat include n complaint and a apecific requoet 

for action by the Council, arA must be signed; anonymous communications and 
' · 

copioo of corununicntione for>-1arded to thG United. Nations for inforn:ation could 

not te regerdod es petitions, even though thoy often contained much information 

~hich could be. of sreat value to the Council, particularly in connexion ~ith the 

questions ~ut to the special r0prasentntivee of tho va.rioue Administering 

.Authorities. Such co!':lnlunica:tiono should undoubtedly be brought. to the 

attention of the Council, and any mombor could request that apaciflc action 

should. be taken on n pa.rticu~r document.. lb pointed out,ho~1ever, that tho 

~rocodure followed hithorto wi th recnrd to petitions involved a lot of 

unneceooary work for th~ Secretariat, ao well ao for tha Committoe; a great 

doc.l of that work could bo e.voidccl if ngroement wore roac11ed on a clear 

dofini tion of what wco t::eo.nt by a poti tion. Ho referred to the p:lmphlet 

enti tlod 11The story of fl.man" proptrred by the Dopnrt:mont of Public Ini'orma.tion, 

vhich t.,ld. of a school too.chor in ono of the Trust Torri torieo, l-Th~ had been 

oncoureg~d to bring to th~ notic~ of tho United Nationo the ~oed for additional 

t~Juch~ro e.r.d. bool~o for his school. Such info~tion vn.e unquoationnbly of 

/interest 
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ir.tv~est to the Council; but wide distribution in the Tru~t Territories of the 

pr~ror.hlet in question· cou'ld we·u ·.result i~ the Se~reta"riat ~i~g inund~ted with 

a flood of ·similar ie.tters ·from 'to~chers · 1~ the T~st ·T~~itorie.s ~hi~h ·~o~id 
hardly be rege.rd.etl e.s genuine ~ti tions. 

Ee pointed out, moreover; thtl.t th~ adopt.fon of ~ definition would 
ass"ist the Fourth 'comm1.ttee .~f th~ Ge~era~ .. Ascembly .in .ita wo~k.·· . Members of .. . . 

that Committee very often .did not .rea.d .£h~ · full te.xt o~ tn~ pe'titio~, and on . 

that account son~timeo had the impression that the Council had failed to take 

th3 propor action, . whereas· in re.ality· the only action possible had · been to advise 

the .writGr that · the Council wa~ c>xa.mining '.the ·queotiona raised in ·h.ia· · 

commu?ication an~ .that it wq~d ~?ok ~nto the qonditiona rcpqrted ~hen . it 

ex~mined the annual report on the Territory .in <t.oneultation with the 

Admi~istering Authority , 

Ha o.dded t~at un~se his suggoa~ion received unanimous approval in the 

Committee, he would withdraw i t. He had no wish .f.or o. vote \-thich might align 

Administering Powers against no~-~ministering Powers, . as. in his opinion the 

q~eotion wa~ purely a P!ocedural ono involving the effectiveness of the 

Council' a work. 

The CBAlRl~~ expressed the view tpat the Committee might find itself 

faced with .a number .of difficultias if it attempted to adopt an explicit 

definition. ~e agreod with .the point . of vie~ e~preo~ed by the ~elg~an 

representative, but s~ggostcd that the Committee might.avoid unnec~~eary 

complication of ite .work by simply ~vioing . the Secretariat that onlY . 

comrr.unioatione which fulfi.lle~ certain conditione .ohould be ie~ued l:!B ~titions , 

o.nd that· all others should be included. in a l ist to be circulated to .tht9 members . . . 

of tho Counci l, with a BUlll!lla:rY of .their con~nts. Any member ~(.the C.9uncil 

who eo deeirod could then request a copy of any communjca~io~ in ~~ latt~r 

category o.nd, if he wishod, propose that it ~h?uld be tro~tcd ae a petition and 

ex3minod by the Committee. 

Miae BERN/JtDINO (Dominican Republic) agreed with the Belgian 

repreoentative'a definition of a petition. She pointed out, however, that the 

inhabitants of ' tho Truot Territories were ofton ignorant of the proper form in 

which to communicate their grievancoa. Accordingly, ehe folt that the adoption of 
o. specific definition would not be advisable; th~ Committee would be wioer to take 
a brander o.nd moro pract:l.co.l -v:!ew in clo.eaifying the eommunicatione received. 

/Mr. RYCKMANS 
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. Mr • . RYCI<MANS (BelBiuin) at3rced that the ·rorm' or' the . cornmUri:icatfoti. :sh~uld 
not be uoed ·aa ·a criterion in ~ clasoifyfna it,"' a's' •mey communic~tion.O' ' :~-o~taine~ . . 

senuine c::'ieve.nceo even though they vere not· worded aEr petitions~ .. Ori the · other 

hand, n ·numbcr · of eo-called petitions merely raised ·questions or descr~bed 
condi t:i.cno -which had ·already· been ·dicicuascd by . the Arun1ni~ter1ng Authority in 1 te 

o.nnunl-1·cporta ond v1h1ch did "n6t, "therefore, ·require furtb.er ·action by the·· doun~il. 

~,- :. : . . . .: 
Mr. CARGO (Un1 ted. States o:r ·Americ~) relt that the probl-em ~s to reduce· 

the volume of d.ocun:ten.to requiring cpecial attention, vi thout "11 thhr>J.ding inf'ormation 

fron the Council.· 'RecallinG the e;.:pericnce of the Vi siting Mission·· to the Tr'uot 

'!'erri torice of Eaot A:frica the previou~ oum:rr:.er, he expressed the ·view tha·t the· 

d.1f:t:1cultiea facing the Council and . the Cormr.i ttee. arose · from tl;o sources.' The first .. · 

wu.~ the '1-rordins of .~lo 79 of the Council t a ·rules of pro~edure, trhich dof1ne!l a · 

petiti on no nny document "concerning the affairo of one or ~ ~ore TrUst Territories 

or the operation of the Intcrnat1o•~l Truoteeohip Syatem". The seeond vas tne · 

fact tha.t the OOil".IJll.UlicationG r eceived COUld be dealt Vith. in only t-wo wys; Under . 

rule 79 they could be treo t ccl o.o pc t1 ti ono, or under rule 24 they coul.d be in.cludei 

in n 13cncral 11ot o.ni their contenta briefly eUll!l'.3.rized for· the Council's informa­

tion. He wao not sure tho.t ouch brief aummorieo were ouffici ent, and th&ught it 

m.i~ht be preferable to reproduce nnd distribute the d.ocu:rr.ents themselves. :· -

Refen·tn3 n13a.in to the ·experience of · tho V1oi ting Mission · of which he · 

had. been a :~:ember, he. pointed. out that o.o that M1osion had had no··opecific 

inotructions recard.ing. the handling of petitions, it had been forced to accept 

and t1·ca t a.:J peti. tions a e;rcr. t mny doctrtnents, sub:rrJ. ttcd for . 1 ts 1nforma tion by 

the 1nhabitanto of tho Truot Territories, which vcre obviouoly not petitions 

vi thin the :t:cnnins of: the Bel(>inn roprcncntat1ve 1 s dc.finition. Arzy other couroe· 

of action vould hove .rrecludcd exaninc..tion of the documcnta und would have ·· 

cxpooc d. the Mi:Jsion to n chnrcc of supprcooing inf'o:rrnn. tion. · He ouggeskd that 

/the Cc.n:mi tteo 
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tl:e CcmmU;te~ llliSht perhaps recOIUnlend. to the Council that, 1n future, visiting 

mic;::;icne ·aho~ld acce;pt all dooumcnta submi ttcd to them, but that only those 

'rh1ch contained requests for · action by the Council should be f'orwo.rded to 

r ec.d.c.;.uo.rtere o.~ :petitions; aud. that the remainder should be reproduced ·in full 
as BJ.tnexes to the r eport of the mission. 

Re di~ not feel, however, that an explicit definition of the term 
,, " 
petition wo.a dcoirnble ; indeed, in hie vie~ it could only l ead to 

difficulties. 

l•lr. liOO "(Aaaiatant Secretary-General) thotl@lt that the Secretariat 

might have acme difficulty tn carrying out the propoe~d screening of eommuni­

cat~onu to the Cottndtteet a eat1or~ct1on. · As in maQy instv~cea the grievances 

cu!Tl;lU!11ca ted vere of a general nature, tnere vould inevitably be differences . . . . . . 
of opinion c~ncerning what constituted a 6Cnu1~e petition. If, ho;rever, a 

atan1!.ns cotm:rl. ttce •,re re created, the Secretaria t 1 a task might be made easier 

becuuse 1 t vould be o.blc to consult the Commi. ttee bet.,.rcen oese1ons of the 

Council. 

Mr. :RYCKMAN3 (Belgium) agreed with the United States represento.tive 

t hat the two alter native methods of handling communications which wer e in use 

c.t present vere insufficient. Some of the coltlllunications which could not be 

clasoified ss petitions still meritoa closer study than they vould receive 

if they vere merely listed ~.nd briefly summarized. He therefore proposed 

t hat the conu.un1cation3 r eceived chould be divided into three categories : 

petitions, co~ications of general interest to the Council, and other 

con:n:.unicationa . In any event, all eO!J~nmic::~tions received should be brought 

to the nttention of the Co=mittee, i n order that it mi~t decide vhether 

ccrto.in connunico.tiona provisionally clas~ified in the second and third 

categor ies oh~uld proFerly be t r eated as petitions . 

Hr. noo (Aao1ota"lt Secretary-General) thought that aomet1mee 1t would 

be diffieult for the Secre+~riat, in ita preliminary claaaification, to draw a 

clear distinction betvecn the oecond a.~d th1r d .categor1ea prop9o~i , by _ the 

Belgian r epreoento.tive . He auagented that the 11 comnun1co.t1onc" ~.o _be distributed. 

ohould be limitei to one category, all those which were cloarly ·inconaequential 

being vithhcld from the d.iotribution o.a in the past. 
/Mr. CARGO 
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Mr. CARGO (United· Statos of America). expr essed the hope that. all 

~ocuments , of whatever sor t , which could r easonably be expected ~ i~terest 

tr..~ Council 'rould be made available to it . He was anxious that the 

C9~7.i·;;tee should take no Gtcp lrhicb could be interpreted as limiting t he 

information to be made available to the ·Council. 

The CHA!RMAll observed that t he procedure under consideration vould 

form pa.r·t of the general procedure t o be recommended by the Committee in 

nceordo.ncc with Ccneral An.,cmbly resolution 552 (VI), aub - IJ!:.!.rugruphs l. (e) 

end (b) , as set forth in document A/L .38. Accordin~ly, he invited th~ 
r.. ~::tbcro of· t he Committee to pn.:be1Yii their views on t!n:t docum,mt . 

I'.:l.oe :BERNI\P.DII\0 (Doi.dni con Ropub:!.ic) i'ol"b th:l.:l; o otcndinG coiT.mitten 

ouch os that mentioned in oub-:paregraph 1 (n) could greatly facilitate the 1vork 
of both the Council nnd the Secretariat ond should be consti tuted without delay. 

Hr . P.YCKI".AUS ( BelGl um) 1 ~hils holding the view thn t the a :ppointrr.ent 
of a standing co~itteo wuo unneceosary~ felt that the r.ajority of the me~bers 
of the Trustooeh1p Council "'·rero in f:J.vour of tho creo.t ion of ouch a con:r:littee. 

Mr . CARG:O (U:1 i tcd Sta.t\::s of America) shared the vie,,. of the 

r epresentatives of B~lgiwn und the Doninican Repuolic . His Gove:r.runent 

felt that the Council n:lo-:;.ld c::;to.b:!..ioh a st::mding co:nmit·~ee of uix members, 

to be appointed. llt the end. of e!:'.ch st;ss-ion of th~ Council, in order that · 

it could meet both betw~cn a.nd during the Co~~cil ' s sessions . · With reGard to 

sub-paragraph 1 (b), hi=: d!!leeation thoucht that such a standing 

c ortm 1 tt e o m1Rht n:.eo~ 'J ::r.?n·i;!l or three weeks it:'~-:lcdiatcly preceding a ses:>ion 

of the Cou.11cil, to m:l~~e a prelimi.:1ary study of all pcti t ion:; p1aced ··on the 

Council1 e provioional agenda , nnd to examine other communications r eceived 

\-rith a view to decidinG whc·~her any of t hem should be treated n:l petitions . 

In order to expedite the work of the Cou:1cil.1 the Committee chould be in"a 

position to request additional. infor;na.tion concerning the petitions before ·it ~ 

The Co~~ittcc ' a ~ain function should be to rccom~end the action to be taken 

rPr,ording each petition; ns i t was obvious that the views of the Administering 

/Authorities 
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Authorities c.oncerned should. be ·given full ccneid.erd.tion, the Co!Ill!d,ttee shoul d 

be in a position to ascertain f r om those Adrr~ietering Auth~ritiea which . . . . 

p~tH;icr.s could bo e~mined. and. d.ealt with. at once azld. whfch should be 

dsfer:··~r.:'. for C''Jr:Bic.c·.~.t:1o:r:; at 8. time 11hsn the .special R3.1Y~G:3f):..lta.-l:;iye of the 

Ad.Jlin:!.st')ri."'l('; Au~!'lv::·~·by cc::..cerned. coul.d. "be praoent • 

. 1-t..·. TIYCI;l€'.1-S (B~lgilun) thought thero ma no l:'es.::;on •~hy tl1e etand.:lng 

coi'Glll1tte~ should not me()t bet>Tflen Council ecss!ons, IJ!'Ovi:l<.Jd. ti'...at its vork me .. 
1imitc0. to the screen:l.ng of cc:.:zr:t~.licat-.\.or..s . Docum<~nts which ~arely drow- the 

C::r,l.J~c 12. r s 8:t.ton'"ion to a ge::-leral ci tua.tion ir.. a TEn'"t'itory shouJ.l r.ot be 

r egarJ.ed as re c:!tions 1 b ut ohould. be n:ade a",·ni:able ·eo l;he Co1u1cil mem.':Jers for 

cc;.:.s l<le:ra tion, :if neceesary, ia cm: ji.i.r:.ction ·;.;·:i:th r:.r~~r ... J.l r a:por·(;s. 

GcJ:aanii?C -wno conducted. p~01)erly, the fear th:.~.t :l.r.l:portant infor:rration ws being 

su:pprr3t:S8d woul<! bo all<l~'e(l . and. then would. te fo-:-;er pe·l;:t"vions to exe.rr::L:~1e . 

lle d:i.d not th:Lnk ths.t :petitio1·.s l:'f·(].Uiring adQ.~.t:!.onal inforrri.ttion 

should b3 considerEJd exce~t :!.n the prasence of the Special Representative of 

t i.1e Administering Author:i ty concerned . 

Mr. CARGO (United States of America) . called. att0ntion to the fact 

that the UnHed. K1rit;iom d.elegat·:!.on at the present · sel9sion had 'svggested that 

r e~ttain J)etlt:!.o:r..s reln.tbs to TJ:"~Jt Territories adn:inistcred. by the Uni·~ed 

K1ncd.om might be eYbm1ned in the absence of the Special Representatives, 

Tl1e CEAIP;"!."~N acreed with the United. St.o.tea r epresent-'ltiyo rs 

sum;est:!.on that tho stanllng co1::n1ttoe could e::xnmina pat~tions in tho aboence 

of the Gpeci:l.l ~ep::-esontativo of' the Adm.:i.niateriil.g Autho1•ity concerned YTith 

tho lu·;~ter: s con-;eu"i; . 

Ml~ . EOO (Assistant Secretary- General), commenting · on the reiWrks 

of th0 I '3J.g:1r.;.n one. ~.'n5.te<l Statoo ror-r<?s~nt':ltiveo 1 said that if the standine 

cc~Ht.-:.·3 IT.at only ~. h:-t:.o 1:-eeks tefore tho. 8'Jssion of the Council , there would· 

not b 13 time t6 ook J\dminioterine Authorities for additional inforrrntion. 

/Mr. CARGO 
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Mr. CP~GO (t!nited S'c~tcs of America) explo.j.ncd. that the United ·states 

delegation '-T:i.sh~d ·~o allo"' the ~tanding eo~1i t·cee su.ff icie!l"C t-;im!:! to a~l: · 

for additional information, yet to a~range its meetings cloae cno~gh to the 

::z.ct:icn of -\;}:e Council to cnsu:::e J.;haJv the bulk cf the co:rJnunicationz "·:-)uJ.d h~ve 

nrrived alrecdy. On the whole,_ or1e month before th~ s.,;ssion mi3ht be 

Su"fficienJv . The scrcr:.ning of the CO!r.munico..tions ~hould net in any 'vlO.Y 

affect t~e circul.a:~ton of t~1c documc:.n·i;s rec~i-ved. 'Ihe committee should 

merely examine "l.;he cor:ununic ::vi.iion6 no·b c~a.~::;ificd a.o pctitiono r~n;l decide 

'Hh~ther any of then deserved to be placed in that c~:..et;ory . 

If P.ll cornn.t!Jlicn.tions were to be c:irculn.tt-d to the Trunteeship Council, rule 

24 shou..ld be n:ncr.ded to reed 11 • ~ .T"~1e S!!c:!:e'G:::..ry-Cr cnc::;·~J... Ghc.ll a].GCI i~:::·:.~i::ii'1i·b 

to the Cour.cil cc!'lWlunica·~ionc f;:-o.:n other soul·ces imrtcnd. of 11 call: to the 

ct·~cnticn , •• 11 /,fJ~er the scre~ning , the Secrctc.ry-Gcncr~l cculd :>cni a. note 

to the authors BtatinB that ·~b~ir cc!lllllunic~r~~ons hc.d been c5.rculatcd ~~o the 

members of the Trustee~hip Coun~il o If a member of the ctandir.g comwittee 

felt the:(; further information on· u giv(;n co:-:naunico.tion •t~o.s rey_uir~d, he 

&hould ask the com:nittee to mc.ke a recc~uncnda.tion to the C:)u.;cil to tlle.t 

Req_u~s·i;ing addi ~ionnl information l!as te.nto.nount to tc.kil'.!S action 

on o. communico.tion, for which the Cou."'lcil e.lonc ,;as cor;:petent. 

'I11e CTIAIRl:.AN hoped .that the ACmi:listering Aut!10ri tic::> ...-o':.lld agree to 

ho.ve Gone J)Ctitions concernine Territories under t~cir adrJ:i.ni.stration nxamincd 
nneci~l 

in tl:e o.bs~n:::c of t:1·~i:j r aprcc;en·ta·:;i vzs 1 ;::.s th~ Unl te:d Kingdom had recently 

d~nc . 

}~. CJ~GO (United S~ates of America) , in reply to a question by 

the CHAIR~JlN, ex?laincd that his dolq;a.tion ,m::; not oppoocd to a. rote.~ion 

of m~ttbc:.·o~1ip on ·i;~l-;:! tr~and:lr.3 corJ:J:it·~e~, but felt that ·~he rcprcccnt:l·~:!. ·:cc 

who diU. the pr c l1:--Jinary work bcfo1·e a. Council oe6sion should clno be pr~sont 

nt the fino.l Gtucly durine that Council session. Tho.t WG the rca.Gon it 

p=o~oo~d thnt the standing co~ittcc should be appointed a.t the end of ea.ch 

scnsion of the Council. 

/The CHA!Rl-11'~-."'1 
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'!"na CHAIRMAN endcrsed the tTnitod Sta~Ges st!gges·Uon eoncernin€' th~ 

appointment of the standing eommt ttce 1 :. 'the Secretariat m1 ght prepare a. 

workir.g pap~r listing the various points ra~s~d ~~ing ~bat meeting,on which 

ag~sem8rr~ ser.m~d possible, in t~ iight of .the discussi on. 

I'\: wa~ so 11ecided.. 
~ ... ~,,~-·-

Miss Bf.1NARDINO (Dnminica.!l Republic) hoped that the work:tng paper 

would be cil."culated svfficicntly in advance of tho :following meeti.ng to permit 

repres€ntativ·ea to study it ca,xfcl.ly. 

The CHAIRMAN se1.d ~·1e;t the following meeting \i'•>ulcl b~ held. t)n 

Wednesd.ay 1 5 March, and tha~ the wc:-rking p3.per would be eh·cula'Wd ir. 

advance in ol·d~l' to allow sufficient i,im~ fer stuc-:.y . 

14/3 p.m. 




