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Also present: -

Mr. SABBEN-CIARE Representative of the

United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland,
Administering Authority of the
Trust Territory of the Cameroons
under British Administretion.

Mr. GIBBONS .. . Special Representative of the
: . Adnministering Authority of the
Trust Territory of the Cameroons
under British Administration

Secretariat:

Mr. RAP/PCRT Secretary of the Committee

EXAMINATION OF PETITIONS: CAMEROGHS UNDER BRITISH ADMINISTRATION (T/L.175,
T/L.175/Add.1) ' |

The CHAIRMAN reminded the Committee that of the three petitions from
the Cemerocons under British Adminiatration y only the petition -from the Ex-Service=-
men's Union, Victoria (T/PET.L/68) had arrived within the time-limit. The two
other petitione, dealt with in documents T/PET.4/69 and T/PET.4/69/Add.1, end
T/PET.4/70, T/PET,4/T1 and T/PET,L/71/Add.1 respectively', had reached the
Committee shortly before or it might be even after the opening of the current
sessions, He asked the Special Representative of the Administering Authority
whether he was ready for the examination of those petitions,

Mr., GIBBONS (Special Representative) sald that owing to the recent date
of the petitione from the French Cameroons Welfare Union, the Government of
Nigeria had been unable to study them in detaill, However, he was at the
Committee's disposal and hoped that he would be able to supply any general
information which might be required.

It was decided that the Committee should examine all the petitions frcz
the Cameroons under Britiﬂh Administration.

Petition from the Ex-Servicemen's Union, Victoria (T/PET.4/68, T/928)

Mr. STRONG (United States of America) noted that, according to the

perticulers given in page 4 of document T/PET.4/68 , only two members of the
[Council  *
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Council of the Nigerian Welfare Association vere meubers of the -Ex-Servicemen's

Union. ~That did not tally with the Administering Authority's report, according -
to which there wao & majority of ex-servicemen ou the .Council, -He would.be -glad.
to have some explanation of that point and asked whether the Council had a fi;ﬁad
number of members, or whether it was a body which met only occasionally and took

advantage of the possible participetdon of representatives of the Ex-Servicemen's
Union. . /- ;

Mr. GIBBONS (Specie.l Repreeentative) exp‘ained that the membership of
the Council of tho Nigowrian Welfare Asscciation was not fixed. The Gouncil me’c
from time to timo avd ex ~Jq~ficc'non cou....d take part in its meetings 3 whetha'they
were members of the FxeServiccmen's Union or nots All ex-aervioemen wero not
members of that AbSOCifitiOﬂ and the num'ber of representatives of the Ex-Servicemen'
Union who tock p*.:t in the work ‘of the Gouncil of the Nigerien Ex-Servicemen'
Welfare Assoc,ialt*vm varied conside;ab]_.y

* Mr. ST POI“G (United States of America) asked to what extent the /Nigerian
Ex-Servicemen's Wl :.fare Asaociation was maintained by thé Government and whether
it received a svbuily., ' ' ’

‘Mr. GTL:CYS- (Special. Representative) said that the Association had been
set up under a €' mont ovder. It had then received & subsidy from the
Govermment whiuh izi aot been renewed. It was a private agency in whose management
the Govermment played no part, and at the present time the Nigerian Ex-Servicemen's
Welfare Association raised its own funds by orgariizing»oolleotions , 8porte and

80 on.

Mr. STRONG (United States of Americs) said that in Paragreph 8 of the .
petition, it was stated that the Reglonal Ex-Servicemen's Welfare Assoclation
Council could not meet without special permission from the President qf the
Federated Council or the District Officer. He asked the, Speclal Rep:resentativo.

why that was 8o,

/Mr. GIBBONS

s L o
. R
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| '_Mr. GIBBONS (Special Representative) explained that the Council
used the premisea of the Appeals Court for its meetings and obviously could reet
only when those premicee were free., That watt‘why 1t had to apply firet to thel
Distrlct Officer for permiesion,

Mr, STRONG (United States of America) eaid that paragraph 10 of the
petition reported that in virtue of Circular Number 102h3/82, the Native
Administrations muet not_gnant.loane to the 1nhabitante. He asked the
Speclal Repreeentative to q;plaiﬁ the reasons for that provieion,

Mr. GIBBONS (Special Representativo) éxplained that that etep had Yeen
teken becauce henceforward the Eastern Reglonal Development Board would be
reecponalible for granting loane for the working out of puitable proJjects.

Mr. STRONG (Unlted Statee of America) said that reference wac rade
in paragraph 1l of the petition to a request for a loan made to the Eastern
Reglonal Development Board in April 1950 about which nofhing had been done.
Poragraph 11 aleo mentioned the cage of three ex-eérvicemen to whom loans
had first been promieed and then refueed.

He aéked the Special Representative for detaile on thoee particular

cageg.,

N Mr. GIBBONS (SpeCial Reprecentative ) eald in regard to the firet
request which was for a loan of E,000, that the application wae still being
otudied and the appllicante had been asked to supply more information.

The three ex-cervicemen had been given satiefaction and had each
been granted a loan of ThO.

Mr. QUESADA ZAPIOLA (Argentina) noted that on page 7 of docurent
T/?ET.#/EB, 1t wat alleged that the Cameroome Development Corporation had
embarked upon the maece dismiceal of ex-cervicemen in ite employ, He asked the

Special Reprecentative to explain the reacone for any such diemiesals.

Mr. GIBBONS (Special Repreesentative) said that the allegatione were

baseleaa., The ex-cervicemen might have been diemieeed for incompetence; in
Jany event,
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‘CQrporation did not puraue any policy of aiscrimination against exyserv;aemenm

1;orgpnizationﬂ rgceived regular suhsoriptions. T ——

epeeddd poivts refeéd by £he authors 'of the petitfond:’

M?, SCOTT (Ney Zealand) agked vhether thgre were gny ex-servicemen's

organizatione 1n the Vie joria Divieion othpr thap the_ExpServicemen‘a ,Unlon;

and what the relative strength of sugh, bodies.waﬂ, +he also,askeﬂ ~Whether, the.

. 1- W T ,' ! X s ot '-.-'. G
et A I S S E T

; : : g g ‘i Sar 0. %
woy e £ |-.. cpne . S TR S coes g LR e ) 3
" s AT W W S =5 . b

Mr; GEBBONS (Speci&l Representatiﬁe) said that there wag.one officlal
organization, the Nigerian Ex-Servicemen's Welfare Association: In addition

JoRTT e

to that ogganization tnere vag a private body, the Ex-ﬁervioereu 8 Union. Ae

;;far ae, theLr numbers were concexned, he thought th&t the JNigerilan Ex-Servicemen 8

Hblfare Aeeociation had slightly under .100. membera in the Victoria Division. -1He
vag not ;n 8 positiqn to provide figurea for the Ex-Servicemen 8 Uhion. . 7 There:
vere no, regular__eub_scrigtions.__,_r,‘l PR Lt Bl g ¢ nd il ol Bl
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Mr. SCOTT (New Zealand) asked whether the ex-aervicemen 8. aeeociqtious

might e gra.nted credits. R Y T I S

Visis 5 e M e T
LTI R oy L

Mr. GIBBONS (Special Representative) said that there was nothing to-

. .prevent, credite. being granted providad that the qss@ciatians~cancerned submitted
_proper applicationaﬂgpi;ccnatruppgve.pnopqsa;s?.,‘”wn :

i '\

T Mr. -mém&mﬁ (Belgium}-thought —11: wuia- 'be ﬂ*ifficuit‘tr*t‘o gi‘ve zma;' op‘iﬁion

7on the- corplaints ofthe” Ex-Servicémen o Utdons® ! THe Cémmittes - owld be well
advised to" refer to 1te reqolution oF 1930 drd ‘ekpreks the hope that thé R

Adminiatering Authority g effarts to give é&tiafactfnn*ﬁo ex-servicemen, ‘in all
caces” where their grievancea were Jueﬁifiéd, ghould ﬁe continued anﬂ 1ntedsified.

R - . w ! - v S I T
PO i L & e B v .‘_. AR ” “..._ i o g 0w

" o S LS
I ot o feeps, G e ol i

FYLT T gl 'eTRONG ™ (UALEEd- Stated of Amerdoa ) a.greea with the Belglan

' repreeeutative, but ‘thought 1t migﬁt aleo “be' advieable ‘$0 note in ‘the’ preamblp

to the ‘resolutiot the commevite of fhe Administering Authofity on’ each ‘of- the ;'

T TR L

/M. SCOTT
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' Mp . SCOIT (Neir Zoaland) asdsciated hinself'wikh.the views of-the-Belsien
and Unfted Steted ropréséntatives: . R - SAE R RER R TR e B § g DR T

e 2 T e PR

Ay

*"Mr. SOLDATOV?(Undon’sf 'Sotiet Sceialist Rentiblivs kseid thet it was clea
from'the ‘exchango of views that. had: Just tekeh place that the Administering ..
Authority hed not glveh satisfaction; o ithe reovests already:made by the ex--.-
servicemen in 1950. Any resolution-which the Coymitiee adopted sheuld therefore
note thet fact. It should elso recormend that the Administering Authority should
cive‘ the petitionera Ba‘bisfec'tien. TPV an” B

ro

Fi
s i R W b ¥

! 'ihk‘.i‘rmmm\l"(ﬁelgimf) sald- that his delegation could not.associate -
" 1tse1f iith’ any statément of thet.kind. ‘The problem of ‘ex-servicemen had arisen
“ 1n néerly ell countries.’ .The: péllcy generally adopted had been to glve . Ay
satisfactich to ‘the ex~#erwicemenr as far as possible, and it was a well-imown .
fact that Great Britaln had adopted a very liberal poYicy .In that A¥redtisd In
all the territories under British Administration. The same was certainly true of
" “the“Odmsroons: - It would, morecver,- be a-very embitlious;project to iry to ansver
all the claims submitted, and he did not think that the Qommittee ocught to make
any recormendation to that effect.
L I R L B e .

7ot s . 'The :CHAIRMAN dadd: that “tbe Secredariat would .prepare & dvefy rosoluticn
taking into account the observations made during the discuselon. .-,

. Peti‘t‘-ion from the Bakweri Land Comittee (T/P'EE 4/69, T/PIT. h/GSijAdd. 1 Tf933}

S I ST T T R T

Vs Mr STRONG (United States of’ Amer'ice.) remerkeci tpat the pro‘blem re.ised
in the petj‘tion wag nqt new a.nd that. it would be wiee 'te be (;uid.ed. by the
,resolu'bione yhich had already been adepted on the eubJest and in pe.rticula.r, by
v Trustceship Gounc"l rcemlutic;n l?h (VI) and. ‘the draft- reconmendation on “the
Cameroons under Britieh Adminietration which had been adopted by :['.he Council'
Drefting Co!:mitteo Acpording to. the paregre.ph in the.'b d.re.i‘t entitled. "Land;
Balmeri Problem, Camorocne Development Ceruoration the Council approved the stexs
taken py the Ad.minieter;ln" Authority in regurd '!:o the Bekmeri pi‘oblem, ‘but noted

with concern its -n..bility' thua fa_r to pereuade the Bakweri to abanflcn thoir clai-
joril v WY % . !

/to eutright -
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+to outright:dwnership of the lends;keased. by tha . Cameroons Development ,
Corgoration éxid to adeépt. -thexschems: to raaattle them on lend excised from the
Corporation’s plantation -areas;.. tho Gotmeilmeverthqlesa exprasaeﬁ the hqpe
tHat the Bakweri dould acecept the resettlement scheme and. &tould realize, that the
Camerocns ‘Dévelopment Corporation was: working: in thair 1ntereats. .

. Mr{ WENDELEI (Belgiuin) agreed with the .United States _representative
that the Counc1l:8honld bé. gulded by those:resolutions. ;

'He regretted that the Administering Authority was having difficulty 1n

obtaining the to- o‘peraﬁion »f the Bakwari. s

“Mr, . SCOTT (Now: Zealanﬁ.) agreed wmh ‘bhe Uni’bed. States end Belgian
representatives.

Y |

1 !

* Mr. SOLDATOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) d.efand;d»the point
of view'set forth by the Bakweri in their petition (T/PET, h/69/Add?._)-c-:-c;ncarning
the return to 'the indipgenous “inkiabitants of lends which had been taken from them.
The Counc1l showld ‘grént “the petitioners their resuest,. - A draft resolutinn
' should be preparéd’in:vwhich the Trusteeship.Council si;ould 1pv;t%?eﬂ&gmm4ng ¢
Authority to r,é.at'or_a to.the Bakweri the.lands vwhidh .hed, in ong way orapother,

“been‘taken from them, " ‘The resolution:should refer not only to the, lands at,
present- held by the Cameroons:Development Corporation:but to ‘d.ﬂ.o‘ae'h 6§=qupi_e_diby
the religious missione and trading firms, referred. to in ?aragraph 5 of the 2
petition, end elsc to ‘2ll the: lends’ taken from the indigenous j,nhabitanta ‘oy the
German coloriists which the British Administration had failed to restore ’qo them
after the end of the First World Wer. SR T

A n5F L

dom e 3 A -
" Vs WENDFLEN. (Belgium)..said thet there were tuo aspects to the problem:

the reséttlement of the Bakweri-gnd the common interests of the 1ndigenoua
yrihatitents; both of which were-deplt with in resolutipn 17k (VI) and in the

- Drefting Cormittee's draft resolution. - In ﬁzs resolytion 'bhe Trusteeship
Council noted with approvel that by ¥irtuve. of thg 1,9146 Ordinance,. 1;111{13 formerly
alienated were bein{' developed by the Cemeroons Development Corporation for the

Bttt

Jconmon-benefit

¥ : . . PR
- wr Ve n
SRRPRT S e s
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¢onmon, bo}uafit oi’ thé indigonous inhabitanta, the Draft:lng‘Comittee's form of
wo;-ds ref?r;re_d_ i:: ?h‘?, ??.r'%of :H;s reoomen&atiom entitled "Ope‘rations of* {he
Coyoof'atipn s, B0 1nd1genous po;ticipetion in the Corporatioxfia’ ﬁrork and” the Y

Administoring Authori'ty 8 deoilion to oon&sul'l: *!:.ho indigonous inha.bithnts on the

uee of funds. That reoonmlendation should be inoludeél in the “yesolution. &
\

ek R ML B ¥ an
- IR o)  fonEe das

Mr. STRONG '(Unitea Statea cf Amarioa) thought that -.H:. wollld be
pro,judio.ial to the Bal:wer,i s, intereots to roturn to them the 1anda a’o *prosen't
held by the Ca.meroons Davelopment Corporation. Tho Corporat:ion was doing a
great deal for the Trust Torritory in genoral, end the Balwerl tribe in i
partioular ” a.nd vas e factor working for progress. ~To rostore the lands would
be o step backwards end the Committee Bhould adopt a reaolution on the lines of
the one suggested by the Drafting Comittoee. M EE TS s

& ._!.."-" i F
LI it % o i "

I r:m. somamov (Ui;tion of Soviot Socialist Republics) 414 riot agree with

o

; i
the United Stateo roprooontativo. _ Althouuh tho Truoteeohip Gounnil hed “Been

Y

considoring that nuestion for somo time, no Bolution had. ds yot ‘beeu found.
gho Bokweni, who had boon driven from thoir 1an& by the Germano at the ‘enid of the

) ’{"

. 1aat century had baen foroed to aeelc rofﬁge in 5i;he momtaina ‘and’ the naighbourim

marshlands whera thoy 19& a mioorablo ewistenco.' Sinco then “the German 0

‘ﬁdmipistration had ‘been succeoded by a British Adminiatration “but the sithaticn

of t&o Bakvori ‘had not ohanged : Aftor the SaCond Worl& Way' thé Baloreri had

. ,;su‘omi‘b'teql many pot.itiona both to tha t\dminiatering Authority and to the"’

P

‘HTruoteeship Counoil hut to no affeot. ' Their 1anda had gone to the’ Camsroons
RS l‘
Development Comoration a.nd. 't.he Balmer‘i tribe waa in process o extinction.

Ho asked whether the Administering Authority conld supply inform&tion on' the'

i+ BUTbETS, of, that tribe,

. He coul¢ not ogree that alianéiod lands belongod to the Territory 25 8
wh,ole and. wago bo,ing 'de{roloped i’oz' its benefit by tho Cameroona Developmen‘c
Corpora@ion.“ The quporation had not been created by the indigenous inhabita"t
and certainly not by' the Balmori nor wao 1t ru.u by 'bhom but by tha British* the

lands wero themforo 1n British aqd not Bakwori hando i

LA VN Wlaees A ,-_.f-.n.,‘ Wt e -

Efnc iy S SER
e FENy l:'-‘-\..:-:.

/His delegation
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L ;'Hiz delegatioh could not therefore agree with tHe.Administéring
Authority's view that the land .should hot bs Yotilined 6 the indigenous inhabitantss
The land should be given.bacdk to ‘the Bakweri who should..themaeivea’ decide- on what
was to be d.one with the Cameroons Developmont Corporation. It was clear from the
‘pa‘&itibh‘w wiiioh had veen received bh&t -gome -of - bhe-mmbers o:t‘ *'hhat. tribe-wers -
sufficiently developed culturally axid poli{vﬂéca.ll:,r 46 taks 617 -omn decisions: :Ln
N that mattar. Any other solution of the Problem would be. un.juat and a flagrant
violation oﬁ t;he Ch&rtgr._ He was therefore opposaa. to the Drafting Canittaa 8.
recomendations 3 tha only purpoae of which wes to exonerate ‘che Adminiatering
REBBCELIPY . v o

Iir. QIESADA ZAI—‘IGLA (Argantinﬂ.) noted. 'hha.t, in apite of. all the raaolu-
tions wh:lch ‘hed been ad.optad., ‘the, Bals:weri q_uostion romeined unsolvodp He wondered
why the Bal:veri vere being 8o atu"oborn and. were. even refusing.to discu.sa ‘the

» . Ty W
n e W i *
e Pt i R 7 wEIE i

- " -r-

e B e

: M"r GIBBOIB (Special I‘opresantative) replied. that ;bhe Bakweri La.nd
COmnittee hean.d1 adopted. that attii;ude some years previously.s . The. Administaring
Auuhori‘cy had. given the g_ueation much 'bhought since then and.,! after. nﬁk:l.nq the

' necsssary inquiries ’ had. e{;reed. with the Tmatoeahip Counoil on what course. to

follow in the matter. ’I‘he Ba.kweri however_. had stood firm in the hope of. -

exhansting the Administering Aut.hority'a patience and thus securing advantages .

rfhich wou.ld give them imned.ia.te aatiafac’gion but would prove conqrary to the

nonula‘aion‘s interesta fm the long runs, The younger.and more mteuigent members
of tha Bakweri “tribe were ). ho'mwer » showing signs of changing thelr views wnder. the
imluence of the politioal organiza.tions of . the Southexrn Cameiroona which approved

_ 01 tho ‘Ih:‘usteeship Council's a.ttitude. g

hr. QUESADA ZAI’IOLA (Argen‘bi,na) aaked, vha'l'her the Ba.kwori still livarl -on

the land.s they had. occupiea. bafore ‘bhﬁ crea.tion of the C&meroonslpovelopmpm sy
Corpor&tion. o

g RTINS P00 ss,
LI R 4 R,

Mr. GIBBONS (Special Representative) said that they did.

il AT | /The CEATRMAN
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The CHAIRMAIF asked the: Secrstarlai to prepare two draft resolutions,
. one setting forth the views of the United States, Belglan and .llew Zealand -
delegations and the other those-of the:USSR’ dalegation- i )

e : ‘-‘--_.a

Patition f:x-om Mr. Joseph Npu (T/F“T.h ﬁo) and petition Prom the J.T‘rench T
Welfare Union (TLEET,.L/TJ. T/PETall-[Il_[ﬁdd.l)

f

" Mre GIBBOIIS (Spesial 'Represen‘bative) said ho was prepared “to ma.lﬂa verba...
conmants on beha.li' of ‘the Administering Authori{:y tha.t could. be reprod.uced. or
supplomonted ‘lator in writing. * i

The basic grievence expressed in the three petitions wes the a.llegacl
inequality of xighto in the Camoroons under British Adminiatration opemting to

“‘the disadvantage of inmigrahts :E'rom t.ha Camﬂroons under Franch Administmtion.

'He had explainéd that nituation at the Gouncil's sixth oeasion in Lmh 1.950 .2,
when he had amplified tho 1949 Viaiting Mission's comments. As he had then stated,
imnigrants from the Cameroons under French Administretion enjoyed exactly %he sexe
civie rights as the paople of the Cameroona under Bri’r.iah Administration and sors
of them were members of locaI. autho:*ities. Kevertheless ’ 1ike all aliens in every
cowntz-y, they hed su:t‘;.ered i‘rom certa.m d.isa.bilities and had somtimes been
placed. at a disaﬂnantage. I‘or Inetinds ” In the granting of scho’r;rahim the lecal
authorities had. t.umled to glve pre:.erénce to nu‘:ils from the' Territory under | |
British Adminietsction. That was a natural roaction tha.t would occur in a.nJ .
country and 1t would be di_.i‘icult for the Go.rernment. to legialate against 1t. .

‘Thera hed, }mweyer “Peon a nm\r deva_,ogmﬂnt as & result of the new

Nigerian'Constit.i1iin, wiich had en -tablistiod the elector&l system. According to

~ the néw Constitui:ion, “pafore & ﬁerﬁon coul&"vote in Parliament&ry Eflecticm , he N
had to'be & British abJect or a British protected peraon, in accord.anca wit.h a
general principle accepted throughout most of the civilized world. Hence 5 to te.‘.:e
part in tho electlons, any sub:jact of the Cameroons under I-‘.rench Administ.re.tic-t
must first becoms & British subJect. by mtura.lization, eime fhere was no
procedure whereby en elien could beccmn a British p:rotactad. peraon exaopt :

by birth or descent, -

/Mr, WENIELEN
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Mr. WENDEﬁEN”the&éi%ﬁhhﬁﬁke&tiirht fbr et e&%ieoetion of ‘the ‘term
- ualifying" use& io document T/?ﬁi ﬁ?? 2 - e li hn& whether the quelifioation
"o’ vote wae equivalent to ci&izenehip, seoondly, whether the petitionere‘ 3
1% euggeetion, 1o oeragraph io, that the*immigrunﬁe from the Cameroone'under French

and dosirably’ ohe, ‘whéther the Admlnietering Authority had’ already eﬁuﬂied end

rejected that euégea%ion, and 1f 30, why. ; '5"*1=' R 7 o
In replv to the first queetion, Mr. GIBBONS (Speoiol Representative)
reiterated thht 1n order to’ vote, a pereoﬂ h&d to be‘a Britieh bubJect or &
Britiah protected peroon. It wag' trme £hat the guide %o eleotion prooe&ure
referrea bo 1% %ﬁe petltion 418 ot mention thet requiremont3 ‘the readdn being

that, in the minds of those who had drafted 1t, it had not been’ iotenﬂad fbr
1mmigrante.

_;( 1 1A “I_l'l“

?%h regand to the Belglao reprebentative 8 ‘second ¢ QEeotfon, he
bolieved thet it would be 1mpraotioal ‘for the immigrants’ trom the Cameroous‘under
French ﬁdminietration to be constituted 1nto an olectoral unit, tbey were

fecottered throuébout the country whereae the oonetituenoieh weﬁo geographical

'enti‘cies. \ x-\,'-,.«- v, "_" & N H SO o g '.— ¢ .'".:-?'i

> = - R i ; & T
ol e .J R ";'.‘ : %
.

Mr. WENbELEN tBeIglum) wished" to know ow' long it woul& teke to acquire
British netionality and whéther most of the Fwenoh Caheroohb Welfare ﬁbion'a
memhere were 1mm1grante of recent date or had lived for some time 1n the
Cameroons under Britioh Adminietration and’ hed pertiorbated in 1€ development.
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“Mr. GIBBONS (Special Repreaentattve) raplIed thav ‘after’ the’faduiéite
five years' residence in ‘the Territory, or "t any o%hor Bnitieh terr&tory,
furthor teo or three yeare wonld be needed before the naturallzation papers could

be foeuod.. ‘o had vio- securate lnformetion on “thio" dedond boint Fitsed by the
; {l-’ oigie o o owgd v S ooagn TELE %, CF aeraut g .-.-.-.rn-\
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L Mr. GUESAﬁA ZAPTOLA (Argeotioe) aéﬁe& the gpeclal Repreéentat1Ve ‘whether
'-herthought that 1ooigrhote oere avere that %hey oould obtain naturollzhtion 'and
wero ecqueinteddoioo'ihe prooedure. Ha e&eo wlBLod £o Know’ "whother theres" ‘were
any roquiweﬁeoto.othor then the five years' repidence, such as educationel

qualificetions.
/Mr. GIBBONS
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“3 53 M GIBBONS (Special’ REprosechtati vi) sald- thet thé Baturellzation
Yogulations:had besti'made public end’ that ‘thoseemong ths: 1mmigrents: who hed
bocomb to' Abmha’. extént pold ticai’b’;’r“sbmgbibﬁb -wolild” undotibtedly be able. to grasp

" the relevant faote. ‘it vias doudtful, howsver) whéthér they would know vhat steps

" tHey hed” to takb, but “théy could ‘&ltbys cobsult the administrative officials of
“thotr alétitet., “Apart fyom°the qualification of five' years' residenscs, it
must be shown that the epplicant wes'd psrson of 'good chevastor. '
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M. '\QUESADA 'ZAPIOLA' (Avderitina) asked the Spscial Repwesentative for
an' estimate” of the ‘tumbe of immigrants from the Caméerdons under Frondh’
“Admint'strhtidn vhe had’ Weh in'ths Camsroons under British- Administmttbn for
Ovbrefive yhaps, » Ut L LCmNTYE vt o G 0T g '

© " "My, GIBBONS' (Special Repretentative) hed no exect information on the
' point but would“place the number:ht more’than ‘ons’ thoushnd. F wng e %
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P Myl SCOTT (New' Zealahd ) observed: that, sccokdibg to the’ Administering
Authority’'s letter to the petitioners reproduced in document TfPE‘I'.h/Tl/Add.l,
1t vwvas enough, in order to have the right to vote, for a person or his father to

“have beeh' born 1n the*Victohia Divikibn. ' He would 11K&' to know how many

inimigl*anta were likely to ‘benafit -by thaet provision. * o R LR
FE e R PRy e RS Tl & i3 ' 8
WEAT M, GTBBONS (Spictal’ Reprbentativé ) satd he a1d not know:the exact

number but confirmed that there was such & provision and that the problem 1in
5 Yogerd ‘o the right to .vote “arose" oNly in ‘the case 6f persohs. born in the
Caméroont under Frenéh-Alministration:: = . -t %8 a0 oo Te v
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"t P Mr. VENDEREN® (Bolgium) notedthat resolution:X72,.which Had-been.
adopted in March 1950, did mnot cover the gquestion raised ‘it-the :petition.:
Moreover, he foarcd that, with the incomplete information at 1ts dispca&i, the
“Ooiing i1 would hot. find 1t “possible;tofedont & satisfectory text at the current
"-eieéeii'ori ©"“Hd gonsidéred that:the Counclt ‘should. adopt-e 'resolutlon.recommending
" 'clode’ *co-'-o“pem‘tion Yotwesn the Adminiatering ‘Autori ty snd ‘the group of -peaple
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from the Cameroons under French Administration, who seomed to dbe playing a part
of some importance in the Territory's economic development. Furthermore, the
Council should express the hope thet the Administering Authority would furnish
full information on the metter in its hext-rapo:t regarding the ﬁumher of
jmoigrents from the Cameroons under French Administration, the time of their
arrival, the number of applications for neturalization and the nﬁmber grabted,_
the average length of time required to take out naturalization papers and become
a quelified voter. Lastly, the Council should agree to reconsider the petition
at its next session when the Administering Authority's report would be available,
even if no further petition were received. The resolution must therefdre be of
an interim character.

"N

Mr. SCOTT (New Zealand) expressed agreement with the main lines of the
Belgian representetive's proposal. He considered that the Administering Authorit;
ghould provide the Council with further informetionm, eapec;ally on the length
of time the immigrants had alrecady recsided in the Cemeroons under British
Administration. . oy

Mr. STRONG (United Stetes of America) approved the proposals outlined .
by the Belgian represcntative and tbought that the Council should in addition
ipvite the Administering Authority to teke the necessery steps to inform the
petitioners of the procedure for acquiring British nationality and the right to

vote.

'It was agreed that the Secretariat ghould prepare a draft resolution
embodying the views expressed by members of the Committee.

The meeting rose at 12 mnoon.
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