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mmooramWll 1n repl1 to a letter ot . the Seoretar.,-General of 14 August 1951 

conoernizl8 the request ot the Comrn1tteo for 1nfonmt1on on lam utilization 

am lam te1'lU.1"8 1n the Trust Tel'r'itory of Togolam um.er French Adm1n1Strat1on 



I. LAND UTILIZATION 

. A. Possibilities of cultivation 

Obvi:i'.i.J,ly only vory approximate figuros can be given, in order to 

ir.dicate roushly the extent of the s.reaa involved. 

1.. .Lani unfit fer any ueo. 4!'be or,.l7 lams of th1a tno e.re: 

(a) Mountain lar.d (4,500 a4. Ion ) • Excessively steep slopes 

and absence of hunn.ts ma.ko cultivation impossible. The 

farmers of the Cabraie mountain region·are the only ones 

to practise terrace cultivation, on lar.d which would 

normally be unueaulo. 

(b) Regions with outcroppings of lator1te. Such 

outcroppings gonorally occur on slopes, even gentle onco, 

at the points of groatost erosion. 

2. Marg1r.al but usable lar.d. 

This category would include waste lar.ds (cf. Report for 1950, 

pa.go ,90) othor than foroet reaorves essential for Mintaining stable climate, 

and tho regions with outcroppings of laterito. It may be ostil:tated that 

thoro e.ro 12 to l~,000 eq km of grassy or wooded savannah (particularly 

in tho contral rogiona). 

3. Cultivablo but ur.used: 

In tho East-Mono rogion there are 12,000 hectares of land more 

fortilo than that in tho .foregoing category. It has not been worked because 

1 t is a i tua ted in an area forn:.orly ravaged by war an:l slave hunts. · It is 

proposed to set this lam aside for colonization by the inhabitants of tho 

Cabraia region. 

·B. /\p;ricul tural methcds 

1. Tho traditior.al agricultural methods vero described in detail in the 

roport for 1950, pages 9() ~ !21• 
Tho eamo roport aun:JLarlzos as follows the conclusions drawn b7 

French technicians from thoir oxporicncos in attomptins to 1ntroduco now 

techniques. 

/''Ratione.l 
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"Rational farming methods DD.lst.- lay primary emphasis on the Iila.intenance . 

of soil fertility. In extensive farming the methods of cultivation.and the .· 

alternation of cultivation and fallow must be such· as to ensure the minimum 

consumption of organic soil materials and the ·maxinlum biologicai reconstitut':ion 
. . . . 

of the soil. When farming is intensive, it_DD.lst be based on the rational 

am intensive utilization of organic lllate:rials, which is possible only at 

a stage of social and material evolution which has not yet· been reached in · · 

Togolarxl and which caI)Ilot possibly be ach:leved in the apace of a few years." 

Thie explains why: 

(a) mechanization, where .it has been tried, baa · 

not proved particularly pr.ofi table. It lllakes soil 

consrJrvation very- difficult, ani clilI!atic variations · 

are too great to permit no:rmal amortization of the capital . 

investment (machinery) _. 

(b) the efforts of the te,chnical services .are 

principally aimed at: 

-- securing the adoption of a muc.ber of s jJ!lple 

techniques designed to pro.mote soil conservation, 

directly or 1ni1rectly (burning the brush a.tan 

early stage etc ••• ), 

-- encouraging the :forn:a.tion of large herds 'of·­

draught an.iJrala, 

-- inducing the indigenous inhabitants to use 

organic fertilizers, n:amire and :manure crops. 

Hance the new agricultural technique which it is being attempted 

to substitute for the traditional methods (shifting cultivation by hani on 

burnt-over patches) consists 1n cultivation with draught an:mala, in 

conjunction with cattle-raising. 

With Ifirticular reference to eo,11 erosion arxl fertility, it should 

be pointea out that .in the mountainous areas of the West Central region 

(Melo, Lit1me, Akposso), tho clearing of slopes for rice cultivation 

causos 1ntonso gully•eroaion, leading to the rapid sterilization of formorly 

/wooded 
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wooded lar.ds. The Forestry Department has taken energetic steps to protect 

the endangered areas. As has been seen, in the Cabrais mountain region the 

farmers themselves preserved the mountain soil from erosion by the practice 

of terrace cultivation. 

It should be noted that there has been a pronounced decrease in 

the fertility of the soil in the Anecho region (bar zone) owing to the excessive· 

curtnil~~nt of fallow periods. The intensified cultiva,.tion (manioc, maize) · 

in that region is due not so nru.ch to an increase in the populat:tn as to the 

rise in the market prices of food crops, which are exported in very large 

que.nti ties. 

2. Uso of pastoral am grazing lands 

No special problems arise in Togoland. · There could be a 

considorable increase in livestock without any danger of overstocking. 

Nevertheless fodder plants suited to the country are at present being sought. 

Attention may also be drawn to the overstocking of horned cattle 

in the coconut plantations of the coastal region. This is due to the 

fact that tho indigenous inhabitants keep their animals in this practically 

grassloss region in order to obtain manure for their coconut palms. Efforts 

aro being made to accustom the owners to pasturing their herds from time to 

tilno in tho table-lands. 

The problem of soil erosion through over-grazing does not arise 

in Togolam. 

3. Ueo of forest lame: 

Seo Jumual Report for 1949, 

for 1950, page 98. 

pages 96 ~ ~- am Annual Report 

Togolarrl. is not a. don..~oly wooded country; the Forestry Department 

or.deavours to :n:a1ntain ar.d reccncra.to. the exis t ing o~vannah forest in such 

a way as to onquro tha t at l Gast in the protoctod arcs there should bo sta~ds 

of sufficient ,i..orrli ty to resist brush fires . 

/c. Prcductivity 
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As e:erywhere in Africa, actual productivity, based on indigenous 

farming techniques, is roughly equal to potential productivity. In certain 

cases (as we pointed out in connexion with the Anecho region) there is even 

some tendency for the scale to be turned. 

2. Barriers to productivity 

To the extent that productivity could be increased without 

difficulty, the barriers to such an.increase are presumbly: 

the practically total lack of technical training of the 

farmers (attempts are being ma.de to overcome this by 

mass education methods) 

the indifference of the more educated inhabitants to 

agricultural problems. This is most clearly evidenced by. 

the relative failure of the schools of agriculture; as a 

rule, students trained at such schools try to find employment 

as shop-keepers or clerks. A growing interest is, however, 

being noted among certain traditional chiefs who work vast 

dorra1ns and are trying, for example, to use selected seeds 

and see that their lands are fertilized. 

D. Progress achieved 

1. Laws, policies and :programmes 

See Annual Report for 1950, paee 85 et~-

2. Popularization of improved agricultural methods 

Great efforts are being 1mde in the North to introduce farming 

with draught anin:a.ls, There is constant proraganda to persuade the chiefs 

to form herds of draucht cattle, occurr.ulate stocks of IW.nure etc. 

Consideration is being elven to the foruntion of a staff of farmer-instructors. 

Seasonal deu:.onstro.tions of farminc with drau(")lt aniIW.ls are given at pilot farms. 

An intereatin3 experiment in :ro.ss education ws carried out this 

year nt the pilot station of furikoissi (Cercle of V.ango). A fanr.er ~~s 

gi~en a free gr~nt of 3 hectares of land in the farm school rrovided that he 

furrr.ed with d.roucht flnin:n.ls. The 8quipment and cattle were provided by 

tha pilot ctaticn. /3. Soil .conservation 
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3. Soil conservation . 
This question was dealt with 1n the Armual Report for 1950 (pp. 93-94). ' 

4. Grazing lands 

No special problem. 

5. Forest lands 

See Annual Report for 1950, pp. 98 ~ eeg . 

6. Unused lands 

Reference baa already been tra~e to the East-Mono region, where some 

ten thousand hectares of unused arable land. are being used for a programme of 

colonization by Cabraie farmers. 

Il. IllFO~ATION ON AGRICULWRAL CREDIT FACil.ITilS 

Agricultural credit has up to now been furnished. by the ind.icenous 

provident societies. During 1950 these aranted loans amounting to more than 

7 million francs CFA. In future the Joint Fund (Fonda comnun) of the 

indigenous provident eoc1et1ee will receive considerable loans from the 

Caisse Centrnle de la France d'outre-mer. These sums will then be distributed 

by the administrative board of the Joint Fund as agricultUl"8.l, handicraft 

ond real estate loans. Moreover, the various indigenous provident societies 

of the Territory can themaelvee obtain leans which can then be d1atr1buted 

an:ong their members. Thie flexible organization, reetinB as it does on a 

system with which the indigenous farmer is already familiar, is botmd to meet 

wl th great favour. A first instalment amounting to 30 million trance CFA 

has already been released. 




