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Li\l'!D UTil,IZATION IN SOMALIL"ilID 

' ' 

The following notes have been drawn up 1n reply to the United Nations 

Depi.rtlr.ent of '.lrusteeahip' e letter .TRI/130/03 (1) of 14 Auguet 1951 to aupplem(.'!, + 

the 1nfo~t1on already furnished bY this Admin1stratio~ and con~1ned in · · · · 
i .. . 

United rrat1ona document T/Ac.36/42 of 6 Mlrch 1952. · 

l. L/JID TENURE 

(a) Inf'ornat1on on .the t1lier.ntion of lam.' to mn-,1nd1genoua irJ-.a.bitanta and 

to meilbera of other tribes. 

The tota.l e.rea or land a.lit;mted to non-indigenous inhabitants 

(74,347 hectares) is distributed c.e follovs: 
E".J.ropeans 72,842 hectares 

Arabs l,500 11 

Indians __ _,,_5__ " 

7.E ~L hccte.I·e:1 

Individual land owerehip, where it ex1ats, '1:JaY be the subject of 

individual negot1.at1ona among the indigenous inhabitants, provided the transactio1 

is a:pproved by the chief of the tribe. 

Collective land O\.ncrsh1p by the tribe, which is the r.ost widea:r,rre.d 

form of ownership, cannot be the eubJect of negotiation. Hiatoricall,1 such J..an1· 

mvo boen the subject only of traneact1ona limited to the right to uee the land, 

to which the DLm.e ''ar1fato" we applied. Under this syetom, a member or c;roup 

of one tribe went to the responsible chiefs or llJ'X>ther tribe and, after offering 

a ~er of head of' cattle as a gift to celebrate the occaaion, asked to be 

aff111e.tod to the tribe. If the !2.!!:, of the tribe decided to grant the request, 

tho new tlCmbere wore aeoigned a share of the tribal lams, with the right to 

cultivate 1t and to tranemit it to their descendants. It 1i,-as a type of poosess1or 

that could not be •~.rnnoi'o:?I:lcd into owerohip b.Y positive prescription. Re.-:mants of 

groups of nl.'1:f'o. intAbitanta are still to bo found acong the Dighll am. tho 

M1riflo tribes of tho Upper Juba. 

(b) Inforn:ation concern111p al1em.t9d land. 

l. Aliemted l.Am le used solel1 for the cultivation of anrnr.l cropc. 

such aa cotton, groundnuts, naisa,, sugar et1net and ocsa.r..a and for grow1ns b,!1.nams 

and citrus fruit. It 1s not used for tho cultivation of fodder or for :toreatr,-. 
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The percentages or the_ land used · tor the various crops e.re 

1:pproximtel.1 as follow: 

b3-mms · 7 per cent 

citrus fruit 0.3 . tl 

SUG',r cane 5 II 

ground%lllts 8 " 
cotton 12· II 

mize 10 " 
sesame 3 ff 

crops for ploughing in 7 II 

The remainder of the area is left :fallow or avail.able to the indigenous 

inl:Abi t3.nte employed. on the estates to grow :foodatuffs for themselves • . 

2. The :production of alietate~ Jana.a, aa compared, both in quantity 

and value, vith the production_ of_ indigenous ·farms and total production, ie siven 

1n arinex 1. It vill be seen that the production of indigenous farms incroo.sed by 

a.bout So.301 000,000 in 1951 as compired With 1950 while there 1ns an increase of 

approximtel1 So.6,oco,ooo 1n the production of aliem.ted lands. 

3. The aliemtion of lAnda has not given rise to any difficulties, 

s1n::e there is a great deal DX)re land avail.able tmn is req~1red for the preoent 

imd fUture needs ot the indigenous population. The 1nd1eenous 1nmb1 ta.nta rave 
benofitted. economically and socially from the eaploymant opportunities offered, 

ei thor a.a IE,1d labourers or on a "co-part!cii:a tion" 1,as1a, the h~gienic and social 

aas1'3tance afforded by- the European farms and the technical knowledge that is 

gained from contact nth a progressive agdcultural economy. 

(c) A~eenteeis~ 

The f:ict that the Scma.11 does not find agricultural work cone;enia.1 

hinders the progress of the indigenous inhabitants am is-an obstacle to the 

develo:pment of intensive culthat1on. 

Tha emmple or pr0f3l'08B1ve agricultural enterprise 1s, however, a.rous1Ilf 

a certain interest am:,ng the Somalia, vho show signs of understanding the value 

a.nd advantage ot the application of improved tecl-.niques to their methods of 

oul ti 78. t ion. 

/(d) Relation 
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(d) Relation bet\Jeen land tenure and land utilizatio·n· · 

l. l'ro serious difticul ties he.v~ arisen as a result ojt the syotem of 

suocesoion, either with regard to la.ncl utiliz4tion or to thei danger of the 

fragmento.tion of holdings. The large area of cultivable lattcl available in 

. relation to the size ot the agricultural propula.tion is . sufficient to satisfy 

a.ny needs created by population growth. and the passible .;,,:!.allies of ind!vidua.ls 

to increase their holdings. 

2. In the plains and river valleys the typical indigenous farm far:rl.ly 

usually cultivates an area of beween l and 2 hectares; in t.b.e Baidoo area 

holdings are in some cases tviee this size. The farms produ.ce enough to satisfy 

the neods ot the peaaant fa~ilies and could b~ the means or ensuring a consider• 

abl~ _improvetlent in the standard of living, were it •not for tho fact toot, after 

a favoui:abl~ year producing a good harvest, the Somali USU$lly slackens his 

efforts. His tendency is to enioy the trutt·s of .his labour ·until t?:ley o.re 

almost e~usted before he undertakes any fresh vork • . 

IL IAnD UT!LIZA-rJCU 

A. DeseriPtf::1 c•:- !and not in use 

1. Tho totally unusable land in the Territory co:nprio,ea the· sh1t"t1nc snnr 

dunes on the coast, the stony tracts of the M1giurt1nia and · ·the Mudugh e.r.d the 

ao.lt lnnds and ma.r&hea of the Uebi Scebeli, a total area of •~bout 1,661,000 

hectares. Some 18,319,000 hectares are t11ade up ot 1ffll)8rv1ouis arees vith scanty 

re.in.fall, -wh\ch- aN either uneultivable or inhabited 1nterm1·ttontly by nomds 

pract1s1~ the roorest form:: or nomadic grazing (g0ats). 

2. Sdme 25,000,000 hectares can be used for paoturel.at:1d ancl simple toms 
of cea:;onal a.gricultu!'e. 

3. There· is an arco. of some 5,000,000 hectares of cul1t_iva~d ltinct llith 

re~sona.ble agricultural poss1b111tics. 

40 r,or cent of tte total area et tbs Ten1to17 1s :pract1eolly 
uncultiw.bleJ 50 tier cent 1s uso.blo for sce.sonal crops and pasturela.nd; 

10 per eent is cultivable, but only 10 per cent of that aree ia actuall.y 

cultivn.ted. /B. ~ 
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B. land util12a+,ion l>ractices, 

i.· On the ·esta.tes practising intensive cultivation~ modern ·agricultural 
technique·~ are· employ~d ~ · 

Indigenous inhabitants· vho have been empioyed o~ the intensive 

cultivation f'arms ~nd vho cultivate their awn holdings near the ~states use sorn,~ 

modern methods. In remote areas, the indigenous farmers practise ~ -pr~i ti ve 
farm of extensive agriculture. 

(a)· On the intensive cultivation farms, where agriculture is specialized, · 

crop~ rot.c.tion 1s practised so -~s to avoid impbveris.hment· and exhaustion .. of the 

soil. Crop rotation has no place, however, in the· traditional cultivation 

methods or the indigenous inhabitants·, who grow the most varied combinations of 

cro~~,· leaving the ground to lie -fallow at the first signs · of exhaustion . 

(b) In the indigenous farms all tilling is carried· out by hand, using a: 
trodi tional implement on ·the· iines of a small, s~rt-handled hoe, which is very 

. . 

easily hand.led and know as a JAMBO. The land is divided into small sections of' . . 

about 1.50 metres square surrounded by banks about 20 centll!Otros in height. 

For this · operation the Somali uoea e. wooden implement called a .CAVAVA, 
. . . 

consisting of a horizontal slab abo.lt 70 centimetres long worked by means of a 
- . 

handle in the centre of the slab itself. · At ·the end of the slab there are two 

ropes by which the implement can be ca:Deuvred. Its use normally requires ·two 

perso_ns. 

The Somalis do not use weed kill~rs, fungicides or insecticides, unles1 

they are supplied free of charge and pressed upon them by the Administration's 

technical officers. On the farms vhere intensive cultivation is practised, the 

land is 'ploughed and prepared and the various operations of cultivation carried 

out as tar as psssible by ma.chinery. The mechanical equipment on these farms is 

being cons~ntl.y improved in order to overcome the shortage of manpower. , Weed 

killers are not used, but on the other hand wide use is_ ma.de of tungicides and 

insecticides. 

(c) Fams vbere intensive cultivation is practised normally use chemical 

fertilizers on the various crops, bu~ the Somalis are· unwilling to spend money 
. . 

on fertilizers, since there is land available in abundance and they can thus 

leave fallov any which 1s exhausted or worked out. 

/IaniJ is 
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.. 
· land is arranged both by ~ Somlis\iru1 tbe Europeans in such a way . . . 

e.s to safeguard the supply of vat.er fer cultivation and hence- completely · . 

eliminate. any danger of·. the. erosion or leaching of the soil • 

. ··. · 2 , e. • . The use to which pa.sturel.e.nd is J;l\lt by the Somalis ·del)ends not 

only on its Quality but also and -to ·an even greater extent on its proximity to 
. . ... . . . . 

-water holes. 

· b.· During the rainy. season.,., when it· is Possible to use the ~ or 

puddles · tormed in_ the. hollows found all·. ove);- :the· Terri tor,- as wa terillg ·places, 

the cattle· are evenly distributed over the vhole area, but· during the dry see.son 

. ·the . areas near the wells e.re · overstocked,· causing damage to the i:esture. , 

· · .. 3 a. There: are no forest forma.tions of special ·interest in the· ,· 

Territory. The few that exist are . d1etrfbuted along the rivers a.nd ~r.ticularly 

· along the · w'!oJer . Juna near the Kenya boundary • . . The total· area of forest . : · 

formations does not exceea· 10,000 hectare&, and they are not subject to· ·.· 

exba.ustion ·as -they. a.re· safeguarded by special: .provisions. The types or tree 

predominating ·1n Soma.liland are those typical of arid vooded areas, chiefl.1 
I . 

acacia, and the grovth "ffl.ries vitb the rainfall in the e.rea. The woods -are used 

to produce firewood ·tor tbe Territory.•a :needs ·e.nd cbarl!oal, a small quantity of 

which used to b.e expo_rted • 

b. 'l'he use of the countryts forest resources is regulated .by an Act 

of tbe former government of Somaliland (D .G. 7 September· 1936, No • . lJ.865). 
Procl.a.mat1Qns ?lo. 4 o.nd No. 6 of' 1944 of the British Occu~tion Authorities lay 

do,ni regulations for the exploitation of certain forest species. 'l'bese 

provisions regulo.te t~ .iasue·of lice:ices to cut w~ for f'irevood and cbareoe.l. 

The use of ·the euphorbia (Euphorbia RuspoUO to produce packing materials tor 
tbe banana export trade is pir t1cu1.s.rl.y n:>tevorthy. The ar.ntUU. con3umption of 

euphorl:>ia tor tbia purpose is about .35,000 quintals • . In 1951 ten licences were 

1osued tor the cuttiDg ot firewood, nine for the production of charcoal and· 

three for the cutting ot eupborbia f'or i;ncking m terial.s , 

In view ot tho small. vooded o.rea and the impossibility ot increasing 

it, the problem ot conserving • land and va.ter supplies by meane of . 

afforestation docs not arise,: 

/c. Agr1cul turo.~ 
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C • Ac;ricul tur.al production 

l. It is calcula~~~; ~~-- -~,\rJ£i't~'s tr~e~ht . ~~Jdudt10~ ~~ul~ be 

doubled and_ in ·:e.ozm are~~ . ~~ac\pl;l~d, ~~sp~ te ~limo:t1c conditions and. the scanty 
and 00:dl.y dis..;ib~ted rainf'.all. . . •. . . . . . ': . . . . ,. 

2.. r.uantitatively and t1ual.1t;atively iMd.eqtia.te Iitnpover ~d the iack 
of Yilli?\{J vorlrers which ce.n .be attriburted. in :part to the clillla.te and· to the 

. . . . . ~ . . . . 

fact. that their health _has been undermi.ned by ~rioua hereditary disee.ses, tha 

distance from mrketa _for the produce, the lac~_ of ports· and hidl ocean freight 

are all neca,tive factors -which limit the Terr1tory•s :productive __ capacity. To 

these e.re added a relative humie.ity wh:l.ch nave~ f~lle below 60 per ~ent and for 
. . . . . · • 

'ltAny months of the ye~ hovers_ about 801 :per. _cent,·. an(i which not only fails to ·· 

contribute to the ,rater•supply tor vecetb.t1on, but cr~tes an atmosphere very 
, . ' ' ' ' 

favourable to the e:prea.d. and. l'.:lll:1tiplica.t1on of insect pa!'asitea which ~ttack 

and damace crops. . .. ,. 

D. Inforrrat1on on procreeo achieved. encl land utilization.policy. 

l. 'lhe efforts of the Adminlatration to improve Sor..a.11 agriculture 

are conditioned by the fact that.ir.dige:DOUS agriculture vnr1e.e from area to area. 

!l!3e.r the rivers, the icost iopc>rtant ·factor in the illtprovement of 

indic;enous acr1culture is ilTi{l8.tion.- Next-in importance is the use of · 

a.cr1cu1t.ural llltlChinery to increase the productive capacity of the rarn:ere. · Of 

course, the -work of- diverting l-Jater ancl -us1J}3 ot machinery to raise water from 

the rivers cannot be considered and pleLnned for every single t'a.rmer, whose . 

activities a.re confined to an area ·ot c>ne or two hectares. Such works 

presuppose e.n area of not lees than :fitty hectares, if vroc.uction is to carry 

the cost ot amortization, maintenance is.nd. operation. It w.s therefore thou;_;ht 

adv1aa.bl.e to combine several Scmli taJ:"tl8 in a Joint enterprise, zld.na uee · or 

the co-opero.ti~e spirit which, in cerui.in forms snd !or certa.in necessities oi': 

11to is not unknown to the Sor:-al.1s. Hi th this 1n v1ev, in 1951, the 

Aclm.nistration eet up tvo ·acriculture.l. co-o:peratives at .-Balad.e.nd. two .acricul­

t.ura.l co-operatives 1n the vicinity of Qen.'lle, on the Uebi -Scebeli, toaether 

with three 1rr1CO.tion cOI:lpe.niea on the Juba, coverinG an e.rea of about 

3,250 bectores in·o.U. ca.tchmnt wor'.lcs were constructed. on the river tor the 

/co-operatives , 
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·_co-operatives and the ll.dm1n1etratioh'B trach1~~ was used to prepare the ·la:ld. 

'llle £1.lCCoae· achieved can oo Judged ~0111 the number· . of requests received. 
' . ·, . . . . . . . ·. . . . ' 

by the Adm.1nintra.t1on· tor tho eatii.bliebment of" nev-co-operstivei:1; fourteen of 

these requests have al.ready been er.a.mined and plane to, put them into effect .. 
' . . 

are now bo1ng studied.-

In order to back 'tip•' theae· CO•O]?Orat;ivea, the AdJriin1a·tration has already 

eEit up three mc~zatio~ ceri~-., (two ori the ~bi Sc~beli.·and o~· on the Juba) 
. ... . ., . . 

Which help the co-operatives tbawelvee to cl.ear tha land. 

The ·use ·of ~inor;y b;y the. co-o:perat1ves, besides £..'e~1naly.helpina 

With the ·heavy work,° is _also 1nt.ended cra,dually to e~ourfl.&,e the"zoriru.1a to:: 
acquire and use Ill\Chinary to increase their product1v1 ty. 

In the river areas, the Adrniniatration•e·prosr~ is thus <fusicned 
t~ tranatorm the exte~ive fanung ot the S~ie into intensive fanitl.ni.;1 by··· 
lead.ins them c,:-ad.ually to turn their attention to; in add1 tion to the ·typical~ 

trad1t1oml f'ood. crops1 __ ca$ crops ~ -c21-.are ,io.re prof'i~b~o ~ _equaµ.y 

usetul. to· tha cormnuuty. 

In the uplar.d and areas reoote from the rivers, the sona11 · agricultural. 

economy 115 quite dli'ferent in character. · Here .the cattle are more _cloee.ly 

l1mi ted -to ,the term; there 1a · not a ·eharp, d1tfarent1at1on betveon purely 

acr1eultural and. piatoral act1v1t1ea, as in the river areas, :nor; on the other 

hand, ie it possible to count on irrigation 1n view of the l.6ck of water courses. 

However, the env1ronzoont 1a ratl-cr more fe.VO\lr3.ble in this. area, because ot. the 

better distribution at rainfall-,. which extena.o over a loncer period 1n the 

crop cycle. ·Tllo action of the Administration, in particular in the uplands, 

1e thereforo:direoted towards a c;reater comb1na.t1on of 86l'icultural and 

pastoral activ1t1ee, in order to ensure that some of. the cattle, which for 
a certain period 11 ve on wn.ete produce ot the · farm, are used to 1nc_reo.se 

crop production. cattle, properlytrnined and yoked; could provi_de 

Mit:nl. power to 1PCreaae the cultivated .sreo.., bJ fflking it possible _t_(? use 

emll plouais, mrrow and cultivators. 

/For this 
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For this purpose, the Admin1strati6~ haii in mind the establishment of 

model farms a~ pilot stations, ,o?:'ga.nized to dcm6n:itrate to the Somali farmer the 
. . .• .. •,· -:. • -.I • 

desirability 9~~1:J§Jpg ca1;1.le to provide power tor agricultural needs. Rmte:ver, 
. - .... ' . . . . 

this programme pr_ef?uppo~es _technical assistance which, although ~1.J;'eady in ,,. : , 
: . . . ·, . 

operation,. will have to be extende.d, with additional ·Euro~a."l .e:qierts .and with• . . . . . . '• . -. . :. ~-

the. ~ecbnical instruction_ or v~ious Some.11 .farn.ersl __ tb be used- afterwards as 
chie!•farmers, e.ssiste.nts and propagandists. 

A _start vill be IQade in the training of Somali technical o~ficer.s .with 

the opening of the first. course g1Ten by ·the agricultural school at El MUgne-
. . . . . . ,- . . . 

(near ~rca). However, the contribution vh~ch "co•part1c1pa.t1on" in· cotton-

growing has made ,and; is making in ·this ~1eld should not- be underestima~ed, ' .. 

"Co-participation" contracts tmder.which the European entrepreneur· 

provides agricultural skills, possible cash advances to the Somali farmer, and 

organized assistance to farmers in the va.riot1s stages of cultivation, ha1--vest1ng 

and processing of the cotton, and the 1lldi&anoua fe.rmsr -provides the land and the 
. . ' 

manual labour needed for. cultivation,· has n:ac!e it possible -to strengthen the·· .. . 
-poai t1on o_f'· cotton•srowing among the Somalis. · The el1courag~ng profits he.ve · · 

attracted the attention and support of persons not familiar vith it and it has 

even reached typically pastoral peoples who in the past have never in any way . . 

engaged in field cultivation. · 

The experience ot a few years has all"E?ady shown that the economic 

symbiosis between the European entrepreneur e.nd the Somali tan:ier can make a 

real contribution to the spread of the cultivation or cash crops a!ld the acquisi­

tion of the technical knowledge essential tor the undertaking of such enterprises • 

... A_ special ordinan~~ (No- 3 of 21.Me.rch 1952) he.a been issued to. regulate 

"co-participation" contracts for the production or cotton. 11Co-pa~i.cipation" 
~ . . . . .. . . .. ~ . . . :· . 

is being illtroduced in ses~ and sisal growing. In the latter case an Italian• 

entrepreneur bas already brought seedlines to Somalil.aild and distributed them to 

nurseries and to indigenous farmers. 

·2. There are no soil conservation· -programmes in Somaliland because ' . . 
' ' ' 

there is no problem o~ this kind in the Territor.r. 
3. • No progrllllllles have yet been drawn U:> with regard to pasture land, 

In viev of the 'nature of the Territory, ·there is no problem of reafforestation. 

Land vhich 1~ ~ot used for agricultural purposes serves as pasture tor cattle-· 

raising vhich 1s widespread. 
/III. INFCEMATION 
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III. . INFORMATION' ON ACRICULTURA!. . CRE.bIT · . ! .· - • . c ., 

... . ~ 

. ./ 

Agricul t~ai cre~i t tor ~!)r~ing · e:xperi,~d ·8!ld. land . improvement is· .. 

··organized by the Italian credit a~nctes.cperat~.in .the Territory.(The Bank 

ot Naples and the· Bflnk ·of Roi,;,'j:, · and· i! .. :&o~e:1:n~4' -~ R,oy~l -.Decree . 7/3/1933, • . . : 
· • • ' ' ' 7 I ; , , • .. , "'t , . 

No: 452/ Royal Decree 17/3/i938, ;No. 542 and Ordinance No. 5~ ot l Jtme ·1951.:. 
• • • ,, ' • • ' • • ' • ♦ • • ... • .... • • • • 

. ' While the tirst tvo decrees limited credit to farms already in tuJ.i . .. .. .. . ,, . . . 

operation, with developed land and specia~ guar~ntees of land ownership, 

.:o'rainance ,No. 55 extend·s· c~~d~t foc1i1t1os t~ an,y person vho, as the owner or : 

tenant ot a iam, or ai the farme:?" of. land on aey _tooting, carries onagricultural 

activities~ Under th~e lav, agricultµra; credit ~~ .become ge?uinelt·operative 
and has been. used· in psrt.icular; to s~p~rt: ·,; ~o~pe.rt1cip,1tion" . contracts tor 

• . • t . 

cotton-growing. 

l'RODUCl'ICN AND. VALUE OF IND!GENOU$ . CElOPS .. 
. •· ' . .. 

... 195<? . 
Product ~u1nto.ls Uomalis 

Millet.~ 

Maize . , . . 

Beans 

Sesame 

Cotton 

TOTAL . 

~- 1_27,000 . . 6,350,000 

=· 96,ooo. 4,032,000 
4,400 189,200 

20,090 . . ~,200,000 

.6,ooo . 6,000,000 •, 

1St771.fOO 

:1950 

Product · Quintals . Somalis 

Bananiis exportod · 169,990 6~~,8~7 . 
Bananas sold on •• ' ♦ '. 

.. 

the local market 171,110 2,566,650 
Ground nuts 8,000 600,000 

•. 

3,000 '3 000 000 · · 
. 

Cotton , , ' 

Sugar 1 50,000 .. 8,300,000 
Citrus truita ·· . · 2,000 160,000 

Tar.AL ·: . 2l,43lt467 

' ' . ----

.. 1951 ,·. • 

Q.uintals . 
.. 

Somalis 

450,000 · · 22,50Q,OOO 

28o,ooo 14,000,000 

6,000 258,000 
20,000 2,000,000 
10,000-· ·10,000,000 · 

µs,7,a,000--, · 

1951 · 

Quintal's Somalis 

251,_813 10,.094, 781 ... 
. ♦ 

148,187 
. .. , 

2,222,7c,; 
l,500 165,000 
5,000 5·,000,000 

.. 
!>0,000: 9,700,000 
:2,000 ' . 160;000 

. .. 
271~421486 . , 

··-




