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Item 48 of th0 ngenda 
. . . ., . - :· . . . , : 

METHODS ARD . IT.OCfflJRES O'l TSE GENERAL ASS1\'MlLY: . 

OF TBE S?FCIAL Cct~t!Tr-.1!:E 

ReEort of the S1xth Cumittee, . · ·., 

Rapporteur: Mr • . E ., FERREH V.1'.EYRA (Argentina) . 
• ~ ' • $ • ·• ·, ' 

. I. IllTRODUCTION 

1; - On 29 April 1949 the General Aaeombly aclopted·~esolution 271.: (IIIhtl :'f::}l: 
. . . . ' . . ·: . . . ' . - :·.: .:·., f\-.,?, . '• ··~-.'.·'.t 

1n which it .expressed ita concern at the incr~sing length.of its eeesions\:/.{:ii 
. · · · -· - . . - · · · ~-· .. _, r-/1_:_;·tt~ 

and at the g1·ow1ns tendency to1mrda protracted. debates in plenary m13et1nss)it-:Fi{ 
. . ~--· . . . . . _,;.., "\. ' .•;: ;,t,j~);\~ 

and in cOPimi tteea. A Special Ca:nmi ttee 'W.S established. to consider · ·; :_J}.'>•;';;ti : 
. . _· - ~-. · . . : ·._;:: ·\··:..:-- ,~:·.-::i>~;y. 

methoia and procedures vh1ch would enable the Ceneral A~sembly and. :1 ta .. } _ ~:·JJ:i-i: 
COlllmitteee to discharge their functions ?:lore e:f'fectivezy and expe41tioualy} ~:T~f 

. . . , . . ' ... ..,~_' . ' )' . 

2. The E:pecia1 C-:m:nittce, vh1ch consisted. of repl'ssentatives of fifteen ,>: , :/{(# 
. , . . . . . . __ . "'{·~· .. \ '. ,, 

Member States, net during the.months of June, July and. AUguEit 1949 •. •It -'\~f::;y;,;{ 
. · . · ; · - , . ~. ..· -:-_ • :-f ·-·? ,::,:-.:.1,~.-t 

enm1ned prbpocals introduced by- the members of t.i.e. Special· Comm! ttee ,·. ;_ f;/ ,l:;i;•t1: 
- · · . - •~ • · ··: ; :•f-;:;_t~·; :~.:r1 

a.s well as suggestions tranm:tl tted by Member states not represented on; : ·/f:<:-t il 
I • • • < • • • • ~ •, • • -:.~ • - , •~; .. • 1• f:: :~:;:.;;,, 

the Special Committee and by the Secretary~eneral. _ . . :. ;· ·~.-'\:~! 
· . . _: . , .. 7 :; . :_L · .. .::-.-_:.-~\ ·.·:T~-t~ 

3. As prvvided in rosolution 271 (!II), the :report of the Special ,,. : ; >1:.' C:-f,·f.ii: 
. . -~ . ·. . ·. . . ·.. ·•:, . \ . . . :~_/'1•:-~_:) 

. CC1.m!li ttee (A/937) was c1rcu.1.a.teu. to a.11 Member Ste tea before 15 Auguat,,191J.9- ~\:{;~ 

Th::, Committee's report waa placod. -on the agenda cf the fourth aeeeion' < ;f\;)~t!t 
. . , . · · •· .. ~ l . \ _· ,-:.-. -:·,/_':.f;',f 

of the General Am:iembl.y and, on 22 Sept3I!:ber 1949, was referred by ~e : · (->?i:}J 
--~ . ' . ·~~ ~-~. ;?-\:~~:-;•~ 

ADsembl.y to the Si"tth Committee for con:::i1dernt1on. · .... ;.<-' -;;·f~t 
, . . .. , , -~ ~-• _i·~.,-) :·<f r:'.·=::: ·!• 

'4. ?anetesn meetings cf the Six~'l Coomdttee were devoted. to a thor<??-sh. f:F'ti / 
exw.na.tion of the Special Committee1 s report. · The Committee firet : .i: ,·r:}' \};f:! 
examined those proposals of tbe' Special Ccnmdttee, the effect·~· vhich. ·.<<1:t~t-I 
'W.3 to emend th, t'.lxt of the preeent rule a cf procedure. either. by, e. r~vis.ion}t( 

. . - . ~' - :. '. - d , 

of existing rules or by the addition of ne-w rules; it .then examined the·~-_:'; ):'_[\': 
. •'· ~--·-

reaammend.a tions of' the· Special Ccmmi ttee 'Which did not re4uire a · ch8ng() -=:\ ... ,,)c/}; 
• . • • ( ,' . ; } .• :•· ! ' 

• in the text of the rules or procedura; and, final~ , it dealt with '~e ·><;-;,,·.<\\ 
questions on which the Spee111l CaJi.'11,1ttee had made ·no epecifio 'recammend~tiona.i\ 

/II. . = <.;,::,~iii 
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II; mxlUAL ClJAl'lGr.S nt Tim RLTUS. OF PRW..:illURE 

'nle proposals o:r the s,ecia:L CCtlmittee to amend the text or 

the rules of !ll'OCedurc of the General Aoaetibly at pi•esont in :f.'Oj,,"Ce 

were exa:xined 01 tho Sixth Com:n.1.ttee in numerical order. ~e . \ . ' 

: texts aypro,ed by tho Sixth Comm.1 ttsa wore then rcvicvail by a 

Dr:i.fting Comittee o:r seven membors vhich ~t und.er the 

cha1rxre:lBhip of the rc:,p~eoantativo o! India, Br. Cb'ludhuri. '.Ihe 
· revieod rulea and tho now ruleo. or pmccdure which the Dirth 

Comi tteo proposes tar 1"1.nsl adc:9tian by -~a General Aaae~J.y aro 
annexed to the ci.ratt resolution at the oni of the present re~ort. 

6. Some i::otr.bers ot tl-..e S1:th C01:lt11tteo wore ot tho 01).1nlon th.a.ii 

the raviaed. rules an'1 the :ew rulos of !)ror.e~ure 6hould become 

operative at the oar!ieat ,rocticablo tl0m3nt, ·o~ the grcund that 

t~_a !.111,!>i·ovemento in the rules -would l~vo 11 bonei'!c1aJ. offect en 

t!le ::?rOBI'83S or th~ vork of.the yraocnt ae:Jaion. Tho ::njority of 

tho Committoe !'elt, hc-wove:i.•, that tl1e deloGSticno and ~he Decretar1at 

eho~d have eufficiont time to f'a.oiliarizo them3elvea with tho new 

atoenlments and additions to the ruloe. It was lll.eo coneid.erod that 

· it woul.d. not l>e advisable to bring about important change'? in the . 

procedure of the Genorlll. Aosetlbly 1n tho cour~e ot a sesaion. On 

the pr0:90sal. 9f tho re:preecntat1v~ ot' Lebanon, it was decided by 

30 voteo to 9, 'With 6 abatenticne, to recommend to the Genero.J. Aasembl.Y 

that tho at:'lencmente ano. ad.ditiona to the rulec or !)roccdll.re ehould 
enter 1ntn force a:i l Jo.nt:.ar;r 19~. The Conoittee lef't it to the 

· SocrtJtai·1-CenoraJ. to ronum'?:ier too ruJ..ee 1n acco.l'"dance 'With the 

General. Asoembly•e docioicna and. to publleh at an early d.O.te a 

rev1aec1 printed. edition. 

7. Tho Special Co-..r.itteeto p-c,csaJ. for a nov ~e l(a), relating 

to the finna by tho Coneral. Asse,n'bly at the ba~inninG 9£ each 
session of a tarcet,da:::e tor tho clos!.na or tha seRoion, uaa adopted 
by 4-4 votos to oor.e, 'With 3 abstcntiorus •. A."l a!l:lend.r.lcnt deaigne~ to 

take the fixing of_ a target date. o:ptio1'l8.l., prescntod by the 

re:9rescntat1vc or Czechoslovakia, use rejected by 37 votoe to l, 
Vith 4 abstentiorn. 

/8. Tho special 
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B. · _The· Special Coll!ll!ttee's pro?cisel for a nelr rule 11· (aL d~aling_}<\<.":{f t 

~ ·. • , .~ . ·. - .. · .. - '-'· . . •.,. --::.·:~·.-'. ·:L~~-:; 

uit.h ·explanatory memoranda to acoomoo.ny all rec.:,uests for'the '1ncluaion oi;3f} . - - - - - - - - -- - - -- " -._(\ ·; 
.. ' an 1 t~m in the aGenda. of a cession wo.s _adopted, in an amerlded fol-"Ill, lr,r -),/\.J\" 

.43 vo-te:8 to none, with 7 abatontio~, On the )?ro:poool of,the re;proaentati;~, 
of tho Ur,.1 t.ed Y..inc;d.Olll and Uew ·ze~l(l, the ,:ord. 110x:plana ~oty1' waa: add.~d ::':)\:r 
befo~e the word. ".memorand.u~" in the .:t'i;st _part of tlle new rule -e~ --on/./)\iir 

. . . ' : -• ·- ._, \ -.. ~ ,., · •. ~. :_;.~=\_~-..... ~ ':·~;~ 

the Joint proposal of the reF,caenta.tivos of Australliland Eg;r.pt, the / f'fr 
' . . . '. .· . . ......... .. •. 

\-Torda "if appropriate" were re_placed by tho wo1'Cls 111i possiblell in the-) ·, ::::{:t, 
. .. . . . . ·_ . ·'. ·:~·- •,;: .{1_--1_}:\: . .'_· 

second. :part.of the new rule. -On th~ reco.'llI!l.e~lde.t!on of the DraftincL .,,.;:;~{ \.{ 

Comm! ttee the new rule was place,! a.11 rule J.9, under the ge~.:eral pead!nct :\}};:Ji 
- - - -- ·- -- ,- --- · ';.<_c-_'· j,' 

"Regu.lar and speoia.l sesaiona. 0 · · · - ·' --- .,_ //{} 

9 •. · An amendment to deleto thi, second part of now rule 11 (a), e.na.:an\·_:Jt?{ 
' . . . . . .. . , . . ~ . ' . 

~ondIJent :po.rt1ally Altorina its -wori\.ing, '\Te:Ce rejected. respectively by ~,'.\ 

21 v9tea to 16, with 6 abatsht.1ons, and by 2li ,_,.otesto 10, with 14 ':· --i,: .· {} 
~ · . • , . - . • • : .:. = >'.' ·~:~-l: 

abstc~tion!J. The now rnle l.1'.S o.d.optea. on the t'!.IlderstandirlG that only the ,.: ,-:~,~ 
• , '/ . ,,.··· ' ·,;,,',_i __ ;:~: 

memm:and\lm uccompu.nyinc a ~roposal. for inclusion in the Asse;nbly' e agenda : __ 
,. .. . . . .. ~-.. ·<· · >, :;/· 

lTOuld. be obligato1·y, the ad v1oabil1 ty of' transm1tt1nc basic documents ·-;., , <f){ 
.., . . . ' . . . . ·. ··. ,; .·._.\~ >.·· .. ~ 

and of aubllli tting a draft !'esolution boina left to the discretion of the ,,;:, ;,; 
. . . ~. . . . \ : -,~_ .... 

authors of the r3quest for inclusion. Full acreement was al.so exi:ri.~es.aed. -. -'.:_ ·,<:,_ 

-with the paas~t;e of the Special Ccmra.itt;ee's- report st~ting ·that the Genert:if ) 

Aaseubly. could not rofuoe to include an 1 ten in ·1 ts agenda on -the --sole -•·· :~ j'.(~: 
. . . . . ,-... .... · :..:: 

Gr<>urid. that the lll.emoran.d.um. accoml)O.nyinG the request was 1IW.deq_uate. 

10. The Sixth Comm.1 ttee d.id not accept tho Special COlJtli ttee' s . 

recommend.a t1on tha. t the inclusion of additional. 1 te~ in t~o acenda . 

of a reaular oession should bo decided by a two-thirds raajo:ri ty of the 

Members present and voting, It ,-ms noted in this ccmnex1on .that a · __ . ' :_. 

· simple ma.Jori ty was sufficient, under the rulos of proc.edure, to summon· a ' 
. ~ I , ' • ·.• 

special seasion of the General Assembly. It ,ra:s recalled that in the 

pnet · onl,r a SI!lf.lll nur.iber of run-r it_el!l3 hed been submitted dv.ring Assembl1 ' ·. 

aeselons, c.ncl that the ones ,1h1ch ,rnre acccl)ted · for inclusion in the 

fl:Gend.a secured a. very hic)l r.ajority f It ·wua stated tho.t queations 

considered e.s iroportant and urcent by· certain Menber States n1gl_lt arise;'._~ 
. . . . . -. ' ~ 

1n the course of v.n Assclllbly session or shortly before- the session and '. _:_·;.-. 

1 t · lra.a felt that tho Mer.ibere concernecl should. not be prevented from placinif ' 
, . . ., . . 

them, betaro the Asnombly. Doubts wei·e also_ exprossod o.e to whether 
~ . , -... , . 

the /1nclus1on of a. new item in the acend.a could be consicl.ered aa --an ,• - ( ·,. --~--

!J:lp~t question in the sense in which the term was used in Article 18 J.::'} 
, .'I. ·. · 

bf · the Chai•ter. 
r ! - : 

. ! ' 

. /ll. It was - - :;, 
· ~ .. . ' , • < ·• ' :·. 
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· ll. It was stated, in favour ·or ·a two-tbil·a.o majority requirement, tmt in . 

accordar.ce with rule 14 only- additional · 1 tems of' an 1mportnnt and urgent . 

cbaracter could be placed on the egenda, [tlld that it was fair to coneider that, 

,unleee a tvo-thirde 10Jcrity was obtained, a new item could not justifiably be 

regarded ae genuinei:, important or urgent. It v.&a also noteJ. t!Jat the present 

ruleo of procJdure prov1ds 1~ S3Veral. other casee·for a tlro-thirde im.jority 

on· q\teations of a procedural ch!.l-acter. 

12. The text or rev1aad rule 14· propo:,ed by th~ e;>ecial CoI!lZ!l.itteo was 

rejected by 28 votes to 13, with 6 abstentions. On tho propoeal nt the 

delegat1ona ot Australia, S\:'eden end Ylleoslav1a, a text identical to that of 

the ~pecial COtmlittee, but rrov1Ung tor the plac108 ot additional itetia on 

tho agenda 01 nn e!f'!.rmat1ve vots of the m.jo1·1t1 of the Members present and 

vot1ug, vaa then adopte! by 33 votea to n0:1e, vith 7 abstentions. The revised 

text zra~ee it clear tl:at tbe pro,ie1ona or rule 14 applJ' to all additional 

1teme,_whotber proroaed during the see31on, or during the ti11rty-My period 

which procedes the o~ening of th~ eeoei~n. 

13. The text ot new rule 19(b), na rr~poeed b7 the ~~ec1al Committee, was 

adopte~ ny 39 votes to nono, vith 5 abeteations. 

14. Tbe Special Committee propooed ths ad.option of a new rule of proceclure 

(nav new rule l9(c)), designed to l1t:11t tho dobate 1n a plena.ry meeting on tbe 

inclusion or an 1 tem 1n the agonda of the session. Tte propooal ot tho 

Special Cotm:littee vas that such a debate should be limited to three epoakers 

in favour of the 1nclue1on and three e~ainst. It was, moreover, proposed to 

g1 Te power to the Pre eident to lit.di t the t1tll3 to be e.llowecl to speakers under 

· this rule. 

15. A seneral diocuaeion on the extent ot the powers of the President of the 

Aoeembl,y and or committee Cllairmen took pl.nee in connexion with the secood 

sentence of the pr~poced nev rule 19(c). On the one band, members of the 

Sixth Comittee vere senerally in agreement with the reccm:iendation or the 

Special Committee tbo.t 1t vae desirable that the rules of procedure should 

lay greater stress on tbe reepono1b1llt1ee of tho President ot the Assembly 

and comm! ttee Chairmen tor enauring that the proceedings sre cr,nclucted ae 

effectively end exped1tio\1ely ae poso1'tile. They e.groed tbo.t the President en~ 

committee Chairmen should be able et an,y time, and withcut any re!lection upOI 

/their 1mpart1al1t;y, 
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. . . . · · . ' .· -· ,,u:~_~;1S{1it~!}I 
· the~ impartiality, to draw members 1 . attention to ·measures llkely :to ex.p~dlt~}#~~ 

. . . . . .· . ·- · ..... . - '-.-> .. ,:·- ~~--:·_•4~::,·,\: 
. the p:.:o~eed1ngs (new rtlles 31 a.nd 97). The _Special Committee •a rec~riiat1~}~~ 
, . . . _ ., .- , -, .· J _ '_!\ ·-_. , _._'.;~~ ·,~ 

broadening the powers. ot .the President and of. Chairmen to enable ·t~m t6 :11m1t·Jti. 
• • . . . • • : • :. J • . . ·• • -~ { ,:: .: ·_, -- ·-, ,._. -_,.,,.-, .~·;}~_,.-!.,; 

the· time· to be allowed to e!)eakere w1eh1ng to speak on p;rocedura1 mtt~ra:~_:; .rtil~t 
. - . • • ~ . ; • . . ~ _. ' ·:"_ .. _ -: --~ - ._Y .. ·_~,;. r:--~\1/~~? 
(rules 67, 68, 69 e.nd 105, 106, 107) -or ' to other explanations of votes -~·::.'.:·t,J,\ ~\~.Y; 

.. : _ _ - . • • •_!t .. _/·:r~;/i~<~:~r 
(rules 80 1:.1.r.d. 117) · were accepted. On· the other hand, there was also genera1ff~:{::t1 

. . . . . ~:_ - : -, ;..-:·~_-,: ; ___ ·· ,~;,_': t~}j."/: 

agreement in _the Sixth Comrn.ittee t~t the General Assembly. and its collmittEi'es/i~i;'.fJ 
. : !. • . ~ . : . · - ~ ! . - - -_, . . } "'· ·:,: {::-id ·,~-\;~ 

e:t.oul.d remain· tha final rta.stsra ot, tte. conduct of their proc,e.edings,· ,and _that:/t.Jf}J; 
· · · .- · · · · · .· · ·._.:· !•: f/€:"\Xi. 

therefore it was not desirable to eonf,3r upon the Pree1~nt or 'the ,CM4~n. l~:\; .. 1:~ 
any powers of d.ec1e1cn Which would be ~.11thout a:ppeal to the oz:-ga~ ove~ ;w~cli:?~'.la 
they pres1de. Some members felt tbe.t theee rights and powers of the Generalf\Yi?~:~ 

·, . . . . . ' . .· .:..." .··: . ,• ''.'i,,~-; .... :~4){{;\ 

Assembly' and 1t~ committees .were. implicit in the rules of procedure. iOt~ar_efM~~ 
felt that a e!}ec1t1c rule in tb1a reepect was neceese.ry. •· · - · · · · · : · <, ' : ·:i/;~j•ll 

, ' - . ' ~ . .· . ,i,. ' , :i' ... ·~\.:>f{~ 
1t:>. In the course of the d.1scuea1on, a Joint proposal b;y India,. Poland ~d_t¥)t; 

. . . .. ---:-~ ':·. ~l~,tl. 

Union ot Sci".th Africa (A/c.6/L.3) was ·roJected at the 145th meet1118 b;r ,15 : ,C,t;{;\y{~ 
vote a to 14, with 16 ·abstentiona. A propooal by the representative of_ Ch1n~\J:2!t½ 

' , · < .,>,••J(. 

(A/c.6/L.13) wae rejected e.t t.be l5let meeting by l2 votes to ·7, wit_b 25·::,. \·}fij}i~ 
· • · -. . · .. . --.· _:._. -·.i. Ar r 

abstentions. It was finally decided, on the proposal of the repreeentat~v~: ~~ -;·Ki 

France, to add to the rulee of. procedure nev rules 31 {a) and 97 (a), .·'. \ '?)J~ 
· . · ·· ·· · :y,· .. ,hc: 

applicable respect1 vely to r,lenary meetings and to committees, which· etat·e ~-Rf1f\ 
' ' .· -·:·:- ~: ! :)'~:: ~.·-~ ;Ji-_ :: 

that the President, or the Cba1t'tllru'4 ae the case may be, in the exercise: ot,\ -'h/}if 
his :functions, remains under the authcr1 t;y of. the organ over which he pree1_~i~~!.lf 

' . ~ · .. , -~'J.,,..,f 

Nev rule 97 (a) relating to committees was voted upon first and was adopted'li1\it~:; 
' , . . - .,.. ::-::, ;'/-.. "J':"-:;_ 

39 votes to _none, w1th-ll abetont1on~. The correep~ding proposal !or e. n.~v :;/): ~{: 

_rul.e 31 (e.) Wl!l.S adopted by 22 votes to 15, Yith 7 abstentions. . . , ' .. - ·_'::/·{Hnr 
·17. W1tli- i:-efe:::-ence to the first sentence of new rule 19 (c), i_t wae et~t~d\;}ff~) 
1n the Sixth Committee that the new provision w011ld not be applicable .in ;c8:~~/<~, 

I - .. . . ,/ -:; ',l :'j,, 

ot a negat1ve recommendation ot' the Ge:ziere.LCommittee on a request tqr ;/; , ' },·;:'.-;/ 
incluefon of an itf;'m. Thia sentence we adopted by. 30 votes to non~, with,4 :}'J';A 

. . . - ( . ~; 

abstentions. A proposal by the representative of tusoalavia to delet,e the , :.~.A:-= 
· · · · ·. .: , ' f l , 

second. ~rt ot rule 19 (c) was rejected by 26 votes to 7, ·with 8 abetentions,;f({ 

e:nd rule l9 (c) as a whole we.a adopted by 29 votes to none, with 12 ~bstent.io#~l 
' .• ' ' '· l-

18. Rule 31, dealing with the general powers of tlle President of_ the 'Ass_~mi,J.Jt,}(< 
was, adopted, as revised by the Special Comnittee, by 31 votes to 4; with l i ·:·'.{X/.~'. 
abstentions. The corre eponding rule 97, dealing w1 th the tunctions · ot •· · '. -: i?\/ ;{?i, 

•' , . ' ,, .;: :;;:,;•11:- ' 

· · CbairtDeJ:\ or cO\'JW.tteeo was ad.opted by 28 votes to U, with 8 abstentions~ ;-.::~;'i)Zl 
I : _, ·' _. ""r"} ·.i ~\ 

A proposal ot the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to delete tram rule 97:J-::Ji 
: the words llthe limitation of the number of times each -representative m81 spo~f ?~ 

. ·_ ·. . ·r; ·_> ._•> ; •;J?J. 
on e:ny ·question" was re Jected b7 24 votes to 14, w1 th 10 abstentions. . \:; .':• {i}:)i\ 

t; · · , .. · .: . X/i}•Wf~9-~~; :td: f' .- . · /19. . The proposal ot .- •,, .: ~-:, Ji~•1( 
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19. The proposal of the Special COlllmittee· with respect to R.tlo 67 on 

adjourn?flent of debat~ in plenary meetinea was adopted by 30 votes to 6, 
with 3 abetont!ona.; The correspondins rule for cc:mni ttees (revised rule 105) 

was adopted. by 33 votes to 11 with 10· abstentions. It waa noted, at the. · ;_: 
,•. 

requeat <,f the roprssentative of Yucosle.via, that the drafting chance 1n . t 
the !cf:·~ r,nt<Jnce of the French text of these rules, acce!)ted by the Sixth \ 

Cc:cm1ttee on the :proposal of the Drafting Committee, did not imply any 

change of substance. (Thie al.ao applies to rules 63, 69, 106 and 107, wher; 
the ealll:: d:'aftins chango waa m1e). 

20. The prop~tel of the S~eci~l Cc:mnittee vith respect to rule 68 on closure 
' J : 

of debate in plenary meet1~GS wa□ adopted by 26 votes to 8, with 3 
abstentions. The corree~ondinS rule for camnitteee (revised rule 106) was 

adopted by 35 votes to 3, vith 6 abstentions. 

21. Tbe proposal. of the Special Co::mnittee with rea,ect to rule 69 on 

suspensicn or e.djournment of the meeti".18 in the plenary was adopted by 

42 Tote3 to 3, with 5 abatontiona. Tb6 ci:,rre~pondir.s rule for cc=mnittees 

(revieei rule 107) was adopted by 36 votes to 1, with 6 abstention::i. 

· 22. The propooal. of the flpecie.l Cammi ttee with regard to rule 80 on conduct 

durins voting 1n plenary meetingo was o.dopted by 26 votes to 7, with 3 
abstentions. The correepor:.ding rule for committees (revised rule 117) was · 

adopted by 35 Totes to 2, with 7 b~etent1ons. 
23. Nev rule 34 (a), propoeed by the Special Cammi tteo, on the part1cipat1c 

1nmeet1ngs or the General Committee of Chairmen of comxnttees other than 

Main CClllCtitteea which are eatabltehed by the General Assembly to meet duri.Di 

the oesoion and upon which all ?.fembers r.a.ve the right to be represented, 

vao adopted by 46 votes to none, with l abstention. It w~s then decidedj 

by 32 votes to one, uith 11 abstent1oM., to incorporate this new rule into 

rule 33 on the cO!!lpoeition of the General Ccm:iittee. 
24. Tha new text ot rule 35 proposed by the Special Committee, which deals 

with the functions or the General Camnittee with respect to the agenda ct 
the seesion, wao adopted b1 46 vote3 to none, with 2 abstentions, the word 

"directl.y" 1n the Enalish text and the corre3pond1ng worda 1n the Spanish 

and Rusaian texta having been deleted. Rule 35 (a), dealinG vith the other 

functions of the ~neral Committee, was adopted by 46 votes to none, 

with no·nbetentione. 
. / 25. A ne·.1 rule 



,i deel.i.ng With meetings which the' General Committee is ·to holci :t'r01n':}:\:;}~\t&:fi 
;:~. t1ma:·to _tilna throughout the '~esei?n to rertew.'tho 1>~~~~~

0 6r,'._t~i·•fi[ititJ~1~;: 
.vcrrkot __ the ~neraJ. Assembly, ,re.a .ra:pl.aced. by a text prop;sed.-~y'.;_·)?\~'.t;$1 

. :,"the Um,tc4 _IC1.I1G"'Clcm re:preseuta~i ve and amended b;i the. reprea~~tiici; fJt}ff}(t: 
· ·. · · · . , . · · · . . · ·. - · . · · · . . : . · · .. ,:,17> : c1A·; 

Of. .9;~ehtlslovslde.. . Thia_ rule, ·w'h!ch was adopted by 46 ·vot(}e to ; :,:iw·/J]:i'~t 
- . . . . . . ' . . ·_'. . . . ·._ .,: · .. ··::;;,\'.\~~ \:·~-, ?)t~~.' 
neno 1 -lii th 5 n bs tentions t>rovi(ie S in its Second. eentence ' that :·· ;. :: '.'.<\i:;7':};'.c 

. ·, •. . ·. . . , - ' . . . , . . . , , .,· •·:_:,-,:-,I•.'.:, 
meeting~ ·ot the General. Cox:mttee shall el.30 be hel.d. st such t~e ,·::\f:D!1ff 
ao · the President deem necessary or· upon the request -of any other: :\~·{:t,(I\il 
o~ i: ts tnemb~ra. . · .. _ _ . · . · ..... _ · • : ,i; i: } /'.i{f t:i:: 

<, 26. _~Special. Comnttteeta text of .I).e~r rule 56(a); rel.at~ to ~_;:~::if(\'.",~t 
-· 1?1,nute o:f' silent prayer or wdi tation, uas adopted by 44 votoa to n~_~;-~}~·~~~ 

. ' . . . '· ·. -,. .. ,, , :,--,S:,, 
· With. 7 abstentions. On the recol!D'nBnd.aticn ot the Drafting Comittee·,-;::·•/\;;'1\ 

1t wa~ decided to place this-rule in a S~9oial chapter {Cbapter X(a)):~i;.'":}fI> 
27. 'l.'he ·S~h Co~ttee exam.tned. With cara the proposai. ~de by· th~·,,,:J{t 

, . ~acial.· Committee W1tl1 reS'Dect to rule 59. Several·members .ex_preeaed:iJt: . . ' .. . ._ . ·,. \.. . .'.. '7--'.~?.-?t~j: 
. · the4- epprehenaion at what they considered. to be a. far .. reaching · '. ··.'{; ,~--f< 

- . : . . . ; .· -~-_,);-:·-~.. ··?\t_ 
in.~et:ent o!" the rlght ot · m1.nor1 ties to :present their case to . the · :, ~ :;fit 

. ,· • ._.,_ \ · •. : .i,.l:.~ " . 

Pl.ena."7 ?!?3etincs. They feared. that the ado!)tionof a proeeclure,for- )J;'?--~i{ 
voting ~thout prel1m1nary debate woul.d' too ~uentJ.y· reduce ~he- ' > .. :~ ~):>nI 

• p.len'\ey meet1ng of the Aese:lbl:r ·1;0 the ,role of a voting-machine._; :rt·~.r,:,,;iF::· 
- . . ~_. ~- · .. --/~ ~ 

va.o. !)Qinted out that in the :paot, 1mr.,ortant draft resolutions e.p:prored /. )/: 
•. . . . ~--· ·: ~--- ;;~-(; 

:- b7 Main Comitteea had been Il!Od.ified.••tla a .result o! the. discussion in : :;::J ; 
.- ., . ;=: .-.; .. ,"H.-.-:.· 

the pl.,me.ry meeting. . '/'{\ .. . .... ~_).-· < 
, 28. other members vere of the op1Dton ·that--the ·Tevision or role.• ?9_. ,::.' ih'. 
~d 'b7 the f}pecial COI!l:llittoe niarely. clarified and 'etrsngthened. .. · .. F+> 

. ' Jj ,{\, 

· tho ~ent. te:~, but did not .a.mount to e.rlT. substcnt1a.1. c~e . frali · , ·. ;: 'tf, 
. . '.. . _,:. • ... ·: "\ti1 

i' . the 8%1.st:tns situation. rt ya.a -pointed out that the) :present rule b&\ :;_,_,?(, 

not 'bet)n applied in the pa.et, a.nd. tmt the work- of «t:Jie . General ~AsaelJlb1/\J½ 
.. , VOUl.d be gree.tly-exped.1.ted if abusive repet1ti0n ~ debate in pl.onarY',' :t\t: 

• . • • · , ··•;· ;_ ,1 

t.1eetinge could be avoided. . j:{i, 
. . . .": . -_·, :* 1.::_ ·>-'"1 

, 29. 'lhe text 0£ rule 59 ai, propOBed ey the·Special...commtttoo was , \ <: ··.;r(( 
.-~Jeeted. b:, 24 votos to 22, With 3 ~bstontions. A proposal-~ - ~ •; ·• ,:;:.)}'. 

y, :; Joint:cy:·i,,- ·the d.el.ceat1ons -or~~ .Canada anJ.'Vene:ueiB..-Wc.6/L.lJ.) ) j _' ·: 
1< Yao t!Jen .V01;ed \1!G1 in parts. TM :es.rat sentence"· wa.o .. ad.oy-~d bf 16 ·. '" ·: / \ : 
,: :_, ~8 to l2 vttb l.J ~ A ~ to~ the·~ "j.n· } .\~:t 

~ : •w , 1•• .. ., '•,. ' ~ .r• 
· each ce.se• 1n the second. Bernteru>o Ya?·ro.Jee"ted.. CJr 12 ·votee to ,, v:tth· :-:.f 
. . ·. 29 a'betentions. The .oeoond. oentence,. \rith -the axeeption- of·the ~~·.\ :::}. -~ . . . ~-~ -
!; : "a.-ld 'chall be decided without d.e'be.te"' va.s adDpt&d. by- 23 votes to 12," / ,) ,~:~: 

:; \V1th~!2 abstentiona. 'nle, v~ 9m:ld shall be decided. w:f.thout debe~e";:·;:::J 
'·.·t· .. __ , . . . . . . . ' ..... +· ·~.• ~-: 
,J;'.: .Vere ~d-b1 25· votes to 2.1., With 3 .alletentions.~ 1be, mlOl.& of, ~e: '.:.}{?/ 
··t· _-. _,; · ~ , , · . · .· - · . ·. ,, · ~-~ ·1: 

:~;;:, ·seC0Jld. ,eentenoe-1me -then roJectsd b;r 22 votes-to 2.l.., with:7':abet9Z1tion,S,/ ~2 

:_:~~:~:~.tho remo.jndsr ~ -the proposal ws. reJectcd.. by· 20 vote~;£o,l0,;~~~:(·~;;1~ 
~{~~,:-~~tions~ , . . . . ·. . ' , . , /30 • . ·Fmau~~---:th~ . :~): ; itF~~~: 
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30. Finally, the Sixth COlIIX!l1ttee adopted, by 22 votoa to 21, with 4 

abetont1ona, a proposal submtted b;r tho representative of Iran, which 
I . 

consisted of the ad.di t1on to the present text of rule 59 of the following 

sentence: "AIJJ J?ropoeal to this effect eh:i.ll not be debated but shall 

be put :ll:lmed.1a tely to the vote•" The re:presen ta ti ve ·' of Iran explained, · 

. in the couroe of the diecuas1on on his proposal., that debate;, on a Main 

Cam.1 tteo' s report W0\.1¥, be c.l.lowed 1n the plenary unleas 1 t appeared 

· f'rom a vote· t.c.kon upon the re.quest ot any Member that more than ~m-th1rds 

of the M~ora in-oaent and voting did not consider such a. discusaion to •. ~'. · 

· be necessary• 

31. Rule 61+, relating to points of order 1n plenary meetings., ae revioed ·:: 

by the Special COI:lmi ttee., was adopted. by 2S votes to 5, w1 th 11 abstentions, 

The corrospor.dins rule relating to comnittees (revised rule 102) w.o 

ndoptod b;y 42 votes to none, with 2 abstentiona. · 

32. As to the 1~0V101on of rule 65 on tho til::le 11m1 t f'or speeches 1n 

J)lon.a.I7 moetinao, a propoao.l fl"esented by tho repreeentative ot the 

Union ot SoViet Cocio.llst Republics to delote the ,ro:~s 11am. the number 

of t1.coo each ropreaenta.tive my apeak" ,re.a rejected by 25 votes to 13, 

vi.th 4 o.botentione. A USSR propose.J. to delete the pl."Oposed. second oentence 

of the rule ,mo reJected by 22 votes to 15, ,11th 5 a.bstentions, The text 

as propoaod by tho·Special Comt'littee waa then approved by 25 votes to 13, 

Vith 4 abstentions. The correspond.inc text for committees (revised. rule 

103) ,me D.dop~ed b;y 21 votes to 8, Vi th 5 abstentions, after a USSR· 

propoalll. to delete the ,rordo "ant the number of titles each rep:i.--eeentat1ve 

mlJ.7 spank on the question" ha.cl. been rejected. by 26 votoa t6 7, ,11th U · 

abctontiona. 

33. The Specia.1 Comi ttee has d.ra,:n the attention of the General Assetibly ·· 

to the ombie,ui ty of ruleo 72 o.nd 110 1--elAtinc to motions calliris for 

a dec1c1on on the ca::ipetence of the General AssembJ.r, In order to 

e~nato future difficulties of interpretation, tho repreoentative ·or 
· tho United KinuiOJ::1 proposed that the vord "immediately'' should be deleted 

1n rule 72., as vell ao in rule llO. The United Kinoiom :propoool. w1 ~ 
,, 

l"CSpect to rule 72 w.s adopted by 34 votes to 81 ,11th 6 ~bstentionaJ the 

p:.•oposal ,11th roapeet to rule 110 b;y 29 votos to 8, W1 th 7 abstentio~s. 

In c.doptina those chnnceo., thi, Sixth Comcittee conf'i:n:iea. the :present 

1ntcrpretc.t1on ot tho rules tha.t t10t1ona on compete~e, no ,,ell ao pro!}Osal.! 

on queot1ons ct aubatanco., vere to be (Uacussod simultaneouoly, wt that 

\Thon 1 t cc.me to votillG the ABsembly or the comi ttee, ao the caee mi(.jht be f 

had to daci~o first on the question or competence. 

· .' I " , 



·, . ~ ?; . , ·• •. ,~;;_; \i ~~ ;~:-~,~~f;;~ ~1~(1 J ~:~._~~~. ~:~ ,~1.,;~~; )::1~-ff~) 
).:< , .: : ; ;) ·, '-~ _.,-,;·:".:.,•,,:·.-A/1026·• V-~-~~:;~·/;,,;\;•, 

. .. . . : ; '. ·f~iftt1'0s;nffllJ~~ 
: : 34 • . J.noJ~er_ Uni tad Kingo Clil proposal; amended.. by . the. ;e.present~ti ve\ 9/-t:J::-:~~:.&:::)' 

• • • • • •• , • " - I' • • . :• • .• ' . '.• .>• "i : _'-'•;•,•<••t:- •, '!'>'{• 

. Belgium. which auegeeted. the ed.d.i tion in rule lJ.O of the words.· ''orr oi/'.)::~2it\3.t 
. ., - . ·- . . . . ·. .J . , . . . . . , '-_;.,., . '.·,'::-·:·,,.._· . : .. ·.: . ~--. ~ ... .. j,x,, 

the Committeoll· after the \Torda 11the-. competence of. the General Assemb:iy!ti'S'iftf:'; 
. • • i I • :, • •~ • /\ : ~:--~ ••• ~ - ~ •. i :;•i 

ws -adopted by 40 votes to 1, with 7 abstentions._ · _/::;·:.;··;f;';i}\]~ 
35- · The _Special comm,.ttea.noted., that the existing rµles .or l)ro6~d~~:}?{;};·t-A~ 

. do not 1na.1ca,te whether amendments to proposals requiring· a. 'two-thirds: ··-,;;:,~1:t :I,% 
, ~ . , . • · c."· \ _= t ~•·;. )? \ ~ ·-<1 

majority for adoption, o:c parts of such proposals voted upon separately~ /}f1l 
else required. a two-:-thirds majority for adoption. In view of the : /·{Y,}f)t\\~ 

. . · · .· . . . .. ·, ~ "'.i.~,! '.:·t>.:> 4?i,~./ 
diff'icultiea which had arisen in the past 1n ·this connexion, and. :the (;.:_}?I 

. - . .. -· · .. -- , : ... \:J; ... t~/.r: 
particular 1.m.portance of thia question, vhich relates to the application '.}~;:,:;1::'.t 

and the interpretation of Article 18, paragraphs _2 and. 3, ~f ~e., 1 .• };'. ?);}~/t} 
Charte1•, the Specia.l Canmittee recommended that this problem should. be\· .·?Vi,:,(~ 

• • . ' I ·• . . - ' • --. '.,·,:·::Yr-::J~~-;)>~-f.: 
examined by the General Assembly 'With particular care and the final ._ , .}?:, :/':\,{ 

. . . , . '. i ' " "}": . - ~ ;.,. 

decision reach ... 11 only on the basis of a thorough legal. : analysis . ... The_-;, ~ 't \'))'.;: 
. . .· .. · ;J;:;i.·l 

representative of Delgium in the Sixth Committee made a prop.oaal for ·: 7.'.; \; -: 'j 
. . . ' : . ,;/ ', .. ,-. .- ; . ... ··••; 

e. new rulo .76 (a) providing that decisions of the General Asse.mbly . ·(.,'jf ·}j 
en amendments be ~ring on propose.ls relating to important questions· ~;-i\./n·:,;;,:h 

•. . . . . . . . , •. ' ;,;-• ; ~ __ _.,. 

on pe.:-te of such proposals put to the vote separately., aho,.11.d be mad.e>. :'.;:. ,, :J 
- •. -. ,. .- · .• .. 

. -by n tlro-thi~ds majority of the Msmbera present and voting.· :J:/J 
·,: .,; .i':·''f 

36. Several ?C.e:mbera stressed the canplexi ty of the problem and examined; := :, '!} 
' . .. ··, '. :, ~-

va:-1 ous _l.egal and technical aspects ·of the proposed solution. · The· -:::j;:f:~!':; 
auggesticn was made that the question should. bo stud.ied further by_ :.· --·· ~ / y.< :{ 

. . . . . ~ .. _. :,--~~ .; ,',, 

the Secretary-General or by a special oamnittea meeting be'tween eess1ons·: :~ -;,:; ;,~ 
. " . . .: ·.~/' _,,;._·,, :·--~ ; 

The representative of France thought that, if the .Sixth Ccmmittee. were ;·,. , :7;-:} 
-. unabl.e to e.ccept the Belgian proposal at the present session,· the . . .; :~·:: :,t:Ur 

; ' . ,. . ,;-_ . : ··; .r.· ) 
- Aaseni~l.y should be recmmendod to requeat the :=:1terna.tional court of Ju~t1~ef\' 

. --tor ~91 advisory opinion, and, he submitted a propooal to that ~ffect .. . · . ·',.:);.( ~::·_; 

(A/c.6/L.27). The majority of the m3mbera felt, however, that the , :'i?:i'\j 
Sixth Ccmmittee iteelf erould. roach a dec1e1cn, end· the Belgian propoeai:-· <.:,,, 

· for a new rule 16 (a) 'w.'aa adopted by 28 votes to 7, with 14 a~etentions,,;. 

37 •. The Special Oamni ttee proposed tha.t t.i.e wording of the rul~s .of 

· proced.u:re cf the Economic and Social Council on the question of the : · , :· :, :;_.\,' 
, . . . . - . ' • . 'r , ·:~ : . 

division .of proposals should be adopted by the General Assembly in rules . · : :J 
81 and._ 118 relating to pler-.ary meet1nss and ccnmitteee respe~t1vely • . .--'.: :,:, ::-/t . ' . .. . ) . ~ : ·, ·' .. _ ..... ,, 

A proposal introduced. by tho representative c<f E13Yl)t stat1I1B that _parts : ·· .,, · 

or a proposal sh . .1ld be voted on separately if a representative· so_ .1 . · • 

. requested and if the author of the proposal did not obJect (A/C .6/t.18) ,' ., : 
. I ·-·<' /; r 

'' .. \. .. 
was Withdrawn in the course of the diecueaion. .... -:,] .. ·• f~ 

_;· :_ 38~ ·The representative of the Netherland.a eubJD.itte~.a furtller propoa~{ ;.\}>;·! 
.. tor the revision of rules 81 and 118. In this proposal the last two ·, . · • · 

, . . . "i -~~·;:_::.:.~; ~ 

l::~aentet10es o:r the Special Ccmmittee•s draft vero retained and a 91anse _ws- :(,: ; -
., · · · · · · ,, ,_ : . / eusge ~~ed.-: ,// / ~-.<?t:tf I 
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oucgeeted 1n the first sentenco to the effect that any representai1ve 

could. JOOVe that parts of a ~o~_,oso.J. ohoul9- be voted. on separately, but that / 
. . 

if' tho mtton for '1.ivision ,fore contoeted, the General Aasembly (or the 

comitteo), woul.{ decide upon the request, nftcr' t,,10 speakers had boen 

allowea. to ep8llk in fa.v~ of and tvro s9cakors againot · the 1n0tion for 

d1 vision. SoIDe of the mom.be1·s of tho Sixth Committee op:poaed the 

Uetbo1•landa, J?l.•opoaal because they conaide!"ed th3t 1 t vould be contrary 

to d.emcratic 1)8.rliamentary !!3-.. act1co to refuse to vote on parts of a 

propooal ub::in tb1e waa requested by o. rerreoentat1ve. 'Ihey aloo thought , · 

that the :PrOCedt-.re propo::::od by tho Notherlnnda t representative '1oul.d result 

in a loss or t1tna. 

39. The i"1rat tlu•oe aentence3 of' the llethorlands pro:pooa.J. relatina to 

ruJ.o 81 ao ameti-(l.ed by tho repree~ntative of Auotrol.ia, \Tero 'adopted by 

21 votes to lP., ,11th 8 abatf-ntiona. A ~.:.>Sn !)ropoaal to delete the la.st 

sentence vas re!ected. by 23 votes to 13, With 5 o.b~tentiona. The revis~d 

toxt of rulo 81 wao then aiol)ted )>y 2.l,. voteo to 19, ,11th 5 abatontions. 

The first three eentoncoa or l'Ule 118., ae pro::90eod by the delegations of 

the llethei•lando anl Australia., vero ado!)ted. b:, 22 votes to 16, vith 8 

e.bstontiono. A USSR !lrQD0oa1 1;0 delete tho laat sentence of the rule.: 

wo rojected by 24 votes to 12, •with 6 abstontion~. The rovisecl tex:t of 

rul.o U8 as a vhole '1l;lS o.d.ol)ted. by 22 votes to 15, ,11th 7 abstent19na. 

40. Draftine chanses, 1nclud11'l{; D~ecific referencea to amendments, were 

made in the text ">f rovioed rules 81 and ll8, on the recommendation of the 

Drnftin~ Cot:d. ttee. 'lhe drafting or both nu.es ve.s, i"urther improved at 
tho 165th and 166th n:aeti113s of the Sixth COim:l.tttee, on !)ropooal.s mde by 

the rc-prosentD.ti'\"eD ot the United Kincdom Dnd. France. 

41. 'Xhe United Kincdom represcnto.ti ve lnlg'.;OSted tho.t M a.ddi tional sentence 

'ho 1nserte~ in rules 82 and ll9 rel.a.tine to the :procedure on voting on 

amondtle:1.ts, to tho effect that, when tho ad.option of one aJ:1endlllent 

nocessaril.y 1::rpl1ed the rejection ot another amendment, the l.lltt~r 

&lr.Cndmnt should not be put to the vote. Several mombers of i;ho Sixth 
Cot:mlittee oppooed the adoption or tho United Iringdom proposal., fearing that · 

it miab,t ove rise to !)rolonged procedural. discussions on whether one 

e.tlendment exclud.od onothar. The Uni t~d Kine<lom proposal with respect to 

rule 82 l."QS ado!)ted "by 25 votes to 17, \:1th 9 abstentions. The United. ,­
KiI13c.0m proposal ,r1 th roa!)ect to rule 119 was adopted by 24 votes to 17, 

'11t~ 8 nbstentiona. 

42. Th~ Special Corr.dtteo•s :,rc>!)osal for a new rule 89 (a) on priorities 

in cor.auttoes vae ad.o!)ted by 45 votea to none. 

/43. The revioion 



i.3. · The revision ot rule 98 proposed, by the Special, Comm.itt~e to ena:b{e : ··/ :(, 

Chair.men of caamrtttees to open the meeting as soo~·as one;.,thira"'or th~ '.: ·/,', _}'Jr 
members were present, was adopted in an a.mended form, the· new te:xt .---,; _'. :i>(~/:::,··,:\i 

'providing that -the presence of a. majo:ri ty of the. ~mbera would _be requ~~d. •::?;\} 
for a question to be pu~ to the vote. Saine members raised objection~ to. \ -{-:J/(;t 

'.·•••.- _;,\ _!/ ::,i 

the_ eatablisr.ment of a practice permitting members to vote on questions <;,!,,_ -~-;~('i 
referred to a. acnw.ttee without having been present during the deba.te. }'-\:: ·.,\;}i,\ 

. . -- - . . ~ .. ~: ·/ ._ -. . .. __ ,. -·_:,'h· t 
·They felt that the reduced quorum would be detrimental to the efficiencYC: ;· :'·tt 

' . / . ;, >- ~- . ,_-~ ·-\f~~f/ 
. and. prestige of the General Assembl;r. Other_ members pointed _out, however,· :>J: 

-t~t considerable time had been loat 1n: the :past .because meetings were \: .:.,: :,!i{\ 
. , . , - ---__ -r ·:_.'?_ •:.-_ -J-~: l·>~.'.i: 

l)rovented from beginning at the scheduled hour by the lack of a qu~ :,<:· . f < 

'l'hey thought that representatives would -be more punctual if they lmew tha·f '_:(:~ 
mee~1nga w-ould begin on t:lme~ _It waa indicated that the rule was l!lerely ':_ '-- _· !::) 
' . . . . . . . . ', . ' >: __ ;•·- ~"_;.: '{,) 
pe:n:iissive and. that Chairmen would not be obliged to open a meeting· as, soon · ·:-i i 

• . ,• , ,,. • . I ,:: f,1/ 

a.a one-third of the meln.bers wel'e ~eoent. It ,::as stressed that. the · ~e~e~e .t;<; 
or. a majority or members would still be required for voting both on ~tters ·?{:. 
of substance and on procodura.l questions. A tESR propoe~l to d~lete the .;< ·, \; ;,; 
first sentence of the proposed rule 98 was rejected by 16 votes to' 9, with :. · 

. . . ' ; ....... . 

.17 abstentions, and. the· Tule as a. whole, with the first eentenc~ redrafte~ -:, 

1n conformity-with a IJ1"0poaal ma.de by the re!)l'eaentative of Iran, . . ' . 

adopted by 19 votes to 15, with 9 abstentions. 



: }./10'2.6 .. 
: ,· ';: , ,_ . . . , . 
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III •. RECQ.JIEND..\TIONS NOl' INVOLVING 'TEXTUAL . 
CHJ'.NaES lN TRE BOLES OF PROCEJ)URE 

44 •. l!!lv1ng examined the l)l"oposed new rules and reTiaions of the . 
ex!eting rules of proeodure, the Sixth Committee :rev!ewed·the 

re~an,nendations contained 1n th~ Special Conmittee•s reP<Jrt which did 

r.ot rec;uire textual ohanul'Y9a 1n the rules or procedure. It decided to · 

propose for the formal apprt)val of th-, O<inera1 Assembly· sane of the 

paragra~hs of the Special C~ittee•a repor~ which contained specific 

ro~amnenda.tiono and proposals. The approved pnx-acrraphs have been 

appended. to the draft re110lut1on at the er.d ct the prcaent report 

(Amu,.t II). 

45. Pa.raerapb 13 or the Special Ccmmittoo•c roport relating to the 

cona1aorat1on by the AL'sel!lbl.J' or international conventions which 

h,ivo boen ~ecotiatod by 1ntorMt1~ conferences in which all tho 

· Hmbero of the Unitod Nations bav~ bc,en invited to take !)art, and 

on which thoy have been reproaented not only by experts but also by 

Goverment reprosento.t1ves, was approved by 19 votee·to 16, with 

6 abetcntlooo. On the proposal or the representative of' tho Union of 

Soviet Socialist Republics, it wa.o decided by 20 votes to.5, vith 

14 abatent1on.o, to rel)lace 1n the cecond eub-!)6.l'agraph of this para.graph 

the words "for the benefit ot international lecielat1on by means of 

convention.a" by tho warda "for the benef1 t of' international co-operation11 

46. Parac:-aph 14 of the Spocinl Cam:i.ittee•s report, dealinG with the 

consideration or 1nternn.t1onal conventions by~ ~~amn1tteea set up 

durin3 the session or epeoia.l camnittees meetin3 bet"reen sessions or by 

conferences or plenipotentiaries convened between eoes1ons, was approved 

by 16 votes to 12, with 14 abstentions. 
47. In pnr!!8l'aph 15 of ita report, the Opec1al Cocmiittee informed the 

General Assembly that it ha.d examined several proposals designed to 

relieve the General Can:nittce of pa.rt of its reepone1b1lit1es by entrust; 

acme or its functions to a opeeial 9.Genda eanm1ttee meeting before the· 

openina of' the aeoa1on. The Special Co:tmittee made no reoommenda.tion 

1n this respoct, but trane:mitted to the Assembly th~ various written 

proposals which it b.1.d received. It aloo requestod the Secretary­
General to prepnre a. atudy on propose.ls previously examined., to roport 

on the techn1cn.l., legal and financial aspects or the question, and ~o 
eu'btlit to the Assembly hie Tiewa on the canposit1on o.nd functions of 

an asenda cacm.1 tteo. 

/48. The Sixth 



,.: ,}[;f~:fI;rtt . ' '. .· . . :7";fff[('.;j:c~'.'{~lliill~ 
.·. ~' 4~; .<, The Sixth CoIIllli ttee . 8X8lll1ned rim-agraph 15 'of. th~· $~~1~ do~ tt;;.-~fj~ 

. . ' . . . . . . . . . . . . ·. . '• . · .. ·.·. ·.·. · .. ··· .. ·'•', \ '';Ii 
report:,_·_,• ~oget~er ·wi tn the memora:nuum prepared. ·b;r the. Secretary--Oene~ii{[.>iJ~i 
(A/997) •· The r~precentative of the Uni tea Kingd6nt :presented: to th~·-s±'.rtif~!~i,fj 
COl!1!.ll.ttee a. formal :proposal for the eatabl.iahmant of an agenda.conmrltte~iJ\{;~~ 

. . . . . . ' . . . . , '·'•· "·· 
.m:.t_this :pro:posaJ. waa aubseg_ttently \~thd!'fh'ttn by ita_author •. In the. _J;t}j:·.;ri~,i 
course of the' discussion, it ·was suggected that the Interim Cormnittee :ort'i!Nfl 

· . · , · - · . ~ ...... ~-- .1.):/::fr 
t.1-le . General Assembly, 1f' it were re-established I could _perform tlie -:, · :,i: ;}:~/~£ 
functions_ of a.n agenda. cor.mtteo. • Tho conclusions of the ·secreta.ry~ri;~\I' 

. , . . • ( .,. ,: / ";··;\.'..,'I 

concernme the establishment oi' an agenda. committee• were approved by :; .i;_' <: ){:;~• 
24 votes to 4, with 17 abatsntiono. · .. . ·. · . - ... ·· : ·_ - . -_-~;,t/''¼}1 

.·. . . . . . . : ~-·-::·".:. >.l_ )._._. -.:' !Y· 

49 •. ;paro.era,!)h 20 of the Sp~cial Committee 18 report dealingwlth certa:1n:;'~Vn 
. : . . . . . · .. <>"J 

meetings of the General Ccil?!l11ttee to be held concurrently with ineetinga_:·.-::t\:'~; 
. . '. ~- -_ , :·,_·\/J·: 

of the plena.17 or Main Co:mml ttees and of certain meetings of Main , - : <'•//j 
Commi tteea to bo held concu::-rcntly with plenary meetings, was appro;ed· bi 't.;~ 

· ·· .- ·. :· -· · -~ --;r~---t 
27 votes to 7, with 7 abotenticna. .._·: \ ·~;:::,1'. J; 

' ~ -_: .. ·. ;, _- :<.·· /<:i_~ 
50. Paraara:ph 22 o:f the Special COlill1ittee 1s l'OJ.1ort dealing vith the , ·\.-:'. i\:\ 

. . . . . . .. . -~ . :·.-:.__:~"!}'/\ 
allocation of items to committees, was a:pprovea. by 35 votes .to. none, '1Jth)~§ 
0 abs-tent:!.ona, · · · · · · · · i,.;-:'•/t 

. _, . .. _-·:";' ,-_- . '/ ·_t_~~ 
51. Pa.:rac;ranh 23 oi' the S:pecinl Committee's report which recommends· < :'..' ~>·_,}~ 

.. . . ·.· ~ ··i, ~. :/,.·i 

that on·an experimental basis a greater number of quostions ehottld be ,_· .. ;::.)-'i 
. . . , . ·:. ) :,,._ ·:-< 

examtn&d liractl:, in r>le11~ry meetings without J?reivious reference t(? > <:>.f.) 
. . ·- . .- _::, -... ~-. ~ ~"": .. -..~ 

a Main CoD::mittee, ,~e.a a:pl)rov-ed by 25 votes .to one, with 17 abstentions.: \f) 
52. The Spacial COL1l:11ttce made no specific recommendations with respect'" ;'}~j 
to the greater use of mechanical litld technical devices 1n the- p~caedin6sf ·f;; 
of the Generol Ji.s se~bly ( raragcaph 29 of ti10 Spec •.al Co:?mli tteo' s report)_. i };-; 

· At the reque~t of tho Spocia.l Committee, a memorru-.diun on th!;o m1oi~ct ~s.-,)} 
prora,red by the Sscretar-.r-Gcmeral (A/937, tu:n,n: II). T!Le Six-w1 Cor.1l1litte~'~'-'.if 

. ~~k 
decidod, by 40 votes to none, ,rith 5 abstentions, that the Socroter;r".'. _ .'. { 

~ ;,-_, .. 
General should 'be requested to :pursuo his studies of th:- financial., 

technical a.."1.C. oth&1• aapeota of this que.:Jtion and to :present at tho · .. 

. -~~.: J• . 
. . . 

' ::/.: \ _. 
.:~, :~<~ ~-;:;-: 

'\ .,._ .· .... ~ 

appropriate tlm.e p:-cposc.l.s to tJ1e Genoral Assenibly. \ ·,':;-: ·•,;-_ 

", ,· ·' 
· 53. Another fJUbhct refsi-rocl to in the Special Co::imittee's Tel)Ort 'W8.S \ ./ 

l,i ' ' 

tlm.t of the conui tions nnder which tho a!)plica.tion of' the· rules o:r . • 
, .. 

procedure could be eu:1pe:1J!3d. Tho re,!lreoentati ve of Cm.ada ~queated , / • 

that the Seci·etm•J'•G-9ner:-.l ohould be nsked · to e1amJne this quootion and , . . ... 
·to present a.t the approp!"inte timo hia conclu.sicr.n to t1,CI Assembly. - _ : ._ 

- - -~ 
. Certain rep:resenta.tiveo vore of the o:pinion that, i'.DCler the present rules / .. 

. \:).~; of ~rocedure, no susponsion of the rules ws possible. 
• ·_·. \' : ~: : ._.J ?~ 

.... · ·:,- : !.· ~ -

/rhe·ropresentativeJ 
1._ -~-J-:_~) 

• , \·.·1 .. j_.!; \~·:.·~~ 



-·· - . '· , ._ 

' . 

The repre:Jer..~tive ·of the Socrete.ry-Geue~ ex~1-oae81 hia personal 

agroemont vith this point of' vie._,., o.r.d eta.tea that, if the dra!'t :raaolut1on ; 

pr0poeoo by the Sixth Cor.w. ttee wero adopted by the General As:Jembly, the 

Secx-ctar7--Gonore.l would includo tho eubJoct of tho eua:pencion of the rules · · 

cv..onc the OMO to be atulUed. end vould :p?'es9nt at the appropriate time his 

!)ropoe,.la to tho Gona!'al Aeoembly. 

54. Ptll'C.Gra,11 39 of' the Specia.l Co=:mi ttce' e rarort on tr.o rolo of the 

Prea1dent of. the Ger.erol l..aaombly Clld of th3 Chaim.an ot CClI:llittaes ar.d 

the assiotloce which tl:e;r should rcee1vo 1 ·wn.a a.:pprovcd by 28 votes to none, ·_ 

vi th ll Q"iJ:3'tc.nt1on::, 1 a!tor :1 rropoaa.l by the U3SB that thie ~arag:raph 

ohoUld not be suimtted to the l11)provol of the General Aoaenbly had been 

1~Joctod. b:r 20 voteo to 6, v1th 16 abotentions. 

!>5• The 1-epi-eaon~tivo of tho .United llnsdcm drotr t.'1e attention of tho 

Sixtll Comi t-cee to t~o fa.ct t.~:i.t the ·word!nc; of cortain of the r.1lea 

covC'rn.\tl(! tho p!"Ocoeain8o of c01Z11titteae vco e.JJ:iost identical with th~t of 

ocm, or tho ruleo rolatinG to the proco~i.%l6,0 or t.'1a General Assembly. 

no i:.usae3ted that c.ll rule:s of th1o k:!.nd should bo a::ialg8.l!l3ted into one 

cet or ruloa oo '-"01.'d.oa ao to 'b~ O.P!)l1eablo both to tho Gonora.l Aooembly 

and to co=itteoc. Thia propooDl vao reJectoa b;r the Sixth Cor::::rl.ttea by 

24 votoo to 11, v1th ll abotontiono. On tho auescst1on of the repreoentativt 

o:r 8wolen, the Cotmlittce 1ec1doc1 to roquoot tho S3creta:cy-Gen~ral to find 

n !):."'1.ctic~l tlet'hod oi' croos-rei'erence betveen the ruloa o.pplico.blo to 

i>lerAry nee tin{;~ a:-.d the corre2pond 1na r.tlea apl)licable to comm tteea 

.... ~1ch c.re 1aentice.lly ,,911dcd. 

• 
/IV• C0iiSlliERATION 



rr. CONSinERAX!Oll OF TEE DRAFT RESOLUTION · 

56 •. At its 166th meeting the Sixth Cormrl.ttee ;examined. the\e~·(~:r ~i;z.;:·rJ.tH;\fHj 
. _ , · · · . . - ·: , . . . . · . . . . ·. -·::/ :_~_·: ·:<, ·• ~ ·--:->~·?'/VS: ~1 

. draft reaolutl.on ·presented jointly by the delegation.a of Denmark ' Ic~iaba•{:f/t)}/; 
. . . .. . . . , . . . ·. , , '· .-, '. ·'.' ' ' 

· Norway and Sweden (A/C.6fL~23). ~ndments were submitted by the·: . ,. ,:,\,t {}?/}Ji 
· deJ.e~tiona of Emt (A/Co6/L~26~, of Lebanon (A/C.6/L~28) and o:r .Chinll\}i:fr~;}igN 
(A/c. 6 'L 36) ·. . . . . . · · . . · ·. .· ; ; . · .,: :>::<x·_~',Jl;';,:~ 

I • • . -. . - ··-- . - A·.: - - , . ·, : . ·- .. -- .- , _ ... , ._ ... :> r:;·,·:'-,.?:~-.-~::..-~,:.:-.?~-q.c~ 
. 57 o , . ihe ·repreeenta.-t!vee sponsc::1ng tho draft resolution· accepted .~· ·.:J/t,}·:J:t~t 
E~tien. e.tllendment to delete e. r:fl.rd{;?.~?h nct!.ne the cont~nt~ •of .. :"· · . ;)\f(}l~·( 
;paragra:9b 12 o:r. tho S~cclaJ. Com>.n.t t·:ee ts. reJ;,C·::7t and a consequential. · . ,;:_,{\i k'}Wf 
dre.:f't1ns _cha:lge, E'UtY.,'.iif.iOll by th-,. rep,,:,eeeni;at1Ye of Israel. . . , :·· ;::.,J:\:{/!W,! 

, . . · ,. ·. -,·<r {-...!-,: '/'.' :_: .'~, ·,,i:'r_i: 

58. The eec011d. Cr.t..l1i3~) ~i-Qr.cstrl by the l'0!'l"'GSE:ntat1ve or Egypt in the 'text\ tJ)K 
0:f' the draft rosolut:t9n, :i.--elc.ti.'Jg to .t~le 1:eco~soo.e:t,ions end. suggestions. of:g;i~~; 
the 8pec1e.l. C~tto3_, we.a ad.ol?toi by ~2 votM ~ 5, With l.7 abatention~.::!:,{'2}iI. 

59. Op the enggestion of' the re:pressnh~tiye or the Union o:f' Soviet . . -. ;'.· :.:+ .r.trti 
' • . . • -.. >,- ' · .. __ · '-_· .. _<_·. _. .':.~,_ ·j.~( 

Socialist. Republics, it wa decided to ro11roch,we in an a.'1Ilex to the draft -~r\:}}: 
reeol.ution the. text of the :paragraphs ot the Sp~cial. Committee ta report : j::'J:i]t:tr 
vhich wora proposed for approval by the General Assembly._ . Coneequential") {:\t{\( 

. -· r . -· --~ -.~ ~:·:·• , ~- .. '.:,;f / ~~ 

. dra£tinc cha."lc1ea, were mde in tho draf!; resolnt1on. · . _ . :( i'?\?{, 
· 60. The aJOOndl:lent of the l."G!)resent.ative of Leb3Jlon expressing.· . , - - ''\~:ffi~ 
sat1m'act1on Witl;l the work done by the Special Con:mittee was ad.opted i,,y · ' ,,. ?P~ 

, . ~ _ .. ., , r • ~ ,~ 

36 votea to none, with 4 ~'bstcnt10ns. ~e amendlllent presented. byAhe, . . ·.::),,-::/.f~1 
.• ·• ._ . _ 1 ; !'. , ,_\:;: 

re1,>resentative of Lebanon to the effect tluit the amend.manta to the rules,(.~ :tfi; 
. . ... : .. ·-:.~: _:·•\~/}~ 

of procedure and the new rult>O should. enter into :f.'orce on l January 1950 · / ti 
. . .·· ;'.~ 1~ 

was e.dor,ted by 30 votes to 9, \-Tith 6 abstentions. . · , . . · · ·· · .{ ti:t:} 

61. 'Iho amend.ad droft resolution was ado1Jted by 37 votes to 6, 1dth·: :,</:·~:jFt 
. . . . ! .i' . . ,·, .;,, ·:,,· \ 

2 abstentions. .-.~ ,;:{:: 

62. The re~eoentat!ve of YUBOslavia eX]?lained that· he had. voted against:; >r)\ 
the dratt resolution becauoe he we op!)Osed to svroo 9f the amendments Md ;,_, :;; }'; 

, : . ,> .:,;;.,:· 

add.1 ti one to the rules of !)rocedure. al)!)roved therein, ~lhich he considered. ,·:;.):) 

• ~ejudicial to the demcratic functioning of the General Assembly and~ to<)· \)~; 
. ·' '· .· ,' •.- ..... __ /. J 

co-oporntion botvao.."l. tho .no.tlals.. 'rhe represontative ,of the Um.on of Soviet . :>:j: 
. . < .-:.-;-.:;,._~ 

· Social.1st ReJubllca explained that, while he had voted. ·1n a S,Pirit of : , :, _. ·\it; 
co-operation for some of t~e prop9sal.s which he nevertheless had not . ; ·. , .-.,{ . 

. reGfU"d,.ed as entirely SD.t1afactory, he had voted El,gainat the draft resolution ; ' · 

a.a e. Vhole in ·nev of the fact that eome 9:f tl;e o.mended r1rlea of proeedure_rc\ J 
, .. . ·1, . 

. t3ent1oned _the::t;ein, 1n po.rticular rules 59, 81, 98 end ll8, a.rt1ficial.1J . . l( 
: ;,· .-.:..: 

· 11m1tod the ric)lts of Member Sta.tea in the General Assomhly nnd:thus ,;_ J· 
: Violated the democra.tic !)ripciples on '\-Thich the United .Nat1ons was: based.~_ .·.;,~~}; 

, . - : /Tne representative -·. ' ·i. ).}~));f 
•• • :- • j ; • ... ~ ·-·· "'._ r.::·.£ .. :~.l.!\./;f 

• ' J ' ; : .,.·, ·-.. I • ·\. 1~-~ 
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·'• . . . 

. . 

The representative of Guateml.e. e~ninod that he had abstained in tho · 
vote on the draft'rcaolution calling for the epproyal. of the :propoaed 
amcndl.Q.onto end ad.di tions to the rul.os ot l)rccedure, a number of which he 

, bad. op!?Qeed durina the eenoral debe.to. 

63. ·-Th~ Sixth Conmttee recomande to the General Assembly the adoption •· 

or the follo'Wi!.ig reoolutions: 

MEmOI'G Al-ID PROCED'JI'.ES OE THE GEimnAL ASSEMDLY 

Tho GoncraJ. Aaso:cblz, 
, 

._ -.• .,,_ 

~ina re5erd to !to reoolution 271 (Ill) rele.tinG to tho 

a:ripo1nt:::.ont ot n,Special. Conci.ttee on Methocla o.nd l?roceduroa of the · ,_ 

General Asoot.11::!.y, 

lw.v!::i:- c~~tJ!dcrAd. the feport ot the Soocial Co:mittoe and tho ..,_,_.._ ..._ ___ ..,..__ .. 
concludo:~o l'c.ac.l!eJ. ~.;..'1ero1n, ' 

lU n.1::.,i er tho ir.q)o:-tonco or nd!lyting 1 t~ orcaniza tion and 

~rocedurco to its 1ncreaa1na reopona1b1llt1eo, 
l.. ·~;:,,;:;eoo 1 ta oatiai"action •ui th tho ,rorl: por:fon:iad by tho 

D!,ecial. Ccmit.. i.-tco; 

2 • . AnTJro-vos the c.mondmente a.nd. o.dd.1 tiona to 1 ts rule a of 

procedure, ao sot forth in n..-me~ I to the presont resolution; 
· 3. Dec!deo that the so amendments and. ad.di tiona eho.11 enter 

into forco on 1 Janu.o.ry 1950; 
4. A-n...,:i:-o...-es the recoo:ienuatic;ma and. euggestione of the ·special · 

Co:m:ii ttee on 1:ethod.o and l'roceduroo, oo eat forth in annex II to the 

~resent resolution; 

5. Conoidora these recommendlltions and. suggeotiono to be useful, 

and. vorthy cf consideration by tho General Aasenbl.y and. 1 ta commi ttoos, 

nnd roqueeta the Secretary-Goneral to ::,ra~are a doc\ll!lent embod.yine th3 

above-!!ICntionod recommzndations and £JUMoBtions,1n convenient fom for 

, uae by tho General Com::iittee end the d.elegation:J of Mcmbor ~ta.tea in 

tho General. Ae o :n:1.bly; 

Co:.91de·::-:tng thAt the study of factors nf':fectinc; the duration of 

General AaaemDly eeoaione ohould be !)uraued by m.king use of the. 

experience tnined duriilG future oeseiono of the Cenero.l Assombly, _ 

Without l>r9jucllce to any 1nit1Qt1ve vhicb Mem1Jer States my to.ke · 

1n thia respect, 
6. Boqueats th~ Secretary-General to carry out ap!)roprie.te ;, '._ 

studies and to submit, at such times as he my consiclor appropriate, 

ou.ltablo rn-oposal.o for the im.provemont of tho mthods and procedures-· 

or tho Generlll. Asoembl.y and its coimllitteea, including pro:poaal.~ to 

extend the use of l?lOChanical. and technic~ devices. . 
,' ' :' ./J.JflrEX I·· 
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.- .. . . Al'JNEX I .. , _, 

. ; ~ ·:- ; ' .;_ 

. - . AMENU1ENTS AND ADDITlO?JS TO T1IE -RULES . OF PROCEWRE. ·· ::-r)1.}.,f~t:\·i: . .1)?t 

Nev Rule 1 (a) · 

Duration of'· aesa1on 

· On the recommcridat1on of the General Col!lmittee, the Gener~l·AJe~~if:tf,i.i 
ehall, at tile beginning of e&ch Bei,eion, rix a target . date !or. the :~16shllf;j 

, ot the eeeaion. 

Bev1eed Rule 14 

Additional items 

Additioual itetia or on 1mporto.nt. and. ~gent . character, . pro:poeed for"\{];:} 
• . . ' , . , • ~ .·:-- _\·. '-': / • .1: --~:..: :'._¥;/ ... ~: \:'.'. 

inclusion in the egenda lees tba:>. thirty cays before the opening of:' a'. , .·• ::f:J} 
' . . :' . ... ·'. . : __ > .:-. ,_i:\//_:r, 

regular· eesa~on or du;ring a recular . sees1cn, r£Y be placed. on the agenda~d:it;: 
. . . . ~ · ---- ~- ._- ·:_·-:_ -r,:-f)Jr 

1f' the General ·Assembly ao d.ec1c.ea by a ma.j crity cf the 1'!embe~s present ~ : -L:f\ 
' - . . ~ : ., . . ,: ' . . ,.. } '.t./ '•:'·· 

and voting. No ecld.1tional item my be coneid.ered until seven days. bave:; __ :'.\;"-l\ 
. . . . . . . . . ,. ., '·: .. _ . ..; .. __ ,J, ... . ·:;: .. ~ 

elapsed since it was placed. on the ·agenda, unleea tb.e General Aeaembly/:~, :}8/ 
, • . • : . . . ~ ·- .. . l, ·.·. :;;_' • . '.-

by a t-.,;-o-thirds majority o! the ~mbors present and voting; decides /; :<:._.:fi)t 
- - - . -_ ~.,: •. : =.' _- -__ ,_<;/r·; 

otherviee, and. ·until a ccr-mittee has reported upon the queet1on concerned./:';,,, 
·-

REGULAR AND SPECIAL SESSIONs,!/ 
: . . ,._ . 

New Rule 19 

: •.E%:plane.tocy memoranda 

All items proposed for 1ncluo1on 1n the agenda shall be accompenied byz,f(:: 
· an explanatory memorandum. and, 1.f possible, by basic documents or by: $ -.. '·::}\;; 

,.- dreft reaolut1on. ,·\:s:'.1 

New Rule 19 (b) ?}~ 
·Amendments and deletions of .items . 

1 

.:·': -~:~,t]~ 
. . . : . - . /:-.-~. ;( ~~: 

· Items on the agned.a. n:.s.,y be amended or deleted 1:-y the General Assemb1Y·.I\ 

b,y _a·maJority of the Members present and voting. · '.: ;~//'•<:}(:{; 
.·. / ;' ::}\\{~j 

r/ Exieting rule 19 will becomo rule 19 · ( a) • 

. r..· .. 

\ -. , ~ .-: .. -.~;·,~-t~/~·i··.~j 
: ~-;·:_..~i.(f} 

.. .• .-. ' ·_.- . :': / , J'. 

/New Rule 19 :{'.~)ti~ 
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New ~1& 19 (c) 

Debate on 1nclua1c;i of items 

Debate on the 1nclun1on ot e.n item in the aaenda, when that 1te:i l:las : 

been recomcnde~ tor 1nelue1on by tb~ General Committee, shall be limited . 

to three opeakers 1n favour of and three age.inst the inclusion. The 

Frea1c".ent ma:, limit the t1tll6 to be allowed to epee.kere under thia r-.ll.e. : '~ J. , 
' ' ~ 

R6v1oed Rule 31 

General powers ot th9 President 
I 

In adiltion to exerc1oitls the povers which are conrer.:ed upon him 

eloewhere by these ruleo, the !'reoid.ont oball declaro the opening and ~ :., , 

clos1ug ot tie.ch plennry .:teetine ot the cesa1on, shall d1r3ct the d1ecue61ona. , 

1n plcna:r, t:ieetinB, ensure 01:>aervanco or these ruleo, accord the right to .. · 

. apt,ak: 1 put queot1oos. end e:u-.ounc~ 43c1s1o:ia. Ea cl:all rule on points ot 
o:-der,.and, aubJ~ct to these ntlea, eball b~ve com,letu control or the · 

proceodines at en:, moating o.nd over tM m.intenance of order thereat. The 

'Prco1dent Ir.Ill, 1n tho course.of' the diocue~ion ot an item, propose to the 

Aefletnbly the limitation of the time to be allowed to speuers, the limitat~m. 

or tho r:u~er or t1mee each repreeentat1ve m1 8l)eak on any.question, the j 
, ' 

closure or tbe 11st ot Si)eokere or the cloeuro or the debate. He my also · :j 
' ~ropoee the euepene1on or ~he adJou.rnm3nt ot the l:ldetirig or tlle adjournment 
1 

ot the deb:lte on the item t:nder d1acusg1on. 

ttev Rule 31 (a) 

Tho President, 1n the exerc1ee or hio 11.1netiona, ren:aine under the 
authority of the General Acset1bly. 

Revised Rule 33 

Com:,os1t1m 

The Cen9~l Comnit.tee eho.ll. coneiat of 1'ou:-teen members no two of whom 

ehall be membora of' tbo same delega.t1on, e.nd. Bha.ll be so constituted as to·· 

tineure its repreeentat!.ve character. It" shall co-:nprieo the President of the 

General Assembly, vho ebll preside, the eeven Vic&-Preeidents end the 

Cba1rmen or the eix Main Com::iittees. Chairmen ot otbor committees upon whicl 

al.l Members he.ve the right to bo reproeented e.nd which are eetablisl:ied. l-7 t!M 

Ceneral Aaoembly to meet during the session, shall lie, entitled to attend 

meet1nae of the General Committee and may participate vitbout vote ' in the 

<l1scuse1ons. 

/B.eviaed Rule 35 ' 



· ·-. -, . 
•, . , 

Revised. RUle 35 
. '. -

Functions. 
. . . - . _ ~ . ._ _ ·_ ::_-)-.. -~.>?~-tx·?.: :..~.;tt-':?-) •/t-:.: 

. Tho qenel"al. Ccr.mnittee shall, at the . beginning cf each s~esion,· cons1~~;t"f,f;,:7f~ 
· · -. . . - - · . · _ · ': · . · - · --.. <.: -<~-'.--~~-\;,il ;\(t:: 

the :proviaional egenia, together witl.1 the supplementary list, ani ahall·\<_..!:;)'./;;t;r~ 
. . . . . . - ' . -•·.· .; i : '. Js;.~'f>ti¼'\ 

make reco,:~:1en:latiiona to the General Assembly with regard· to each ~item<- '<•'·•-:-:.!•::iJ~i½J;t;:~ 
• __ . ._ . - . . < , -? _,··-·_. t,::.:1-:_:·r ··:-t /\ft;J? 

· propoead.1 . concerning its inclusion in the agenda, the reJecti~n of ··the re4u~13j)}fi 
for inclua;l.on, Ol" the- inclusion of the 1 tem 1n the :provisional agenda of:a ·3.:tlt;};r 

· - · , - j - . - · _ : . =' :·/-_ ... ~.-.--.7 ·-.~ ::-_.-: t'' }l:-:~~,:~ 
future oeasion •.. ·rt eh~ll, in the se::1e mo.nner, ex.amine ~requests for the\ :\)~ ~•:!:t~f, 

- ,· '. . · . -.. ·;-· -~- '->:-:·>~>';·· -t::•i(\) 
1nel.usion of a-3:iiticnal 1tem5 in the sgend.a, and. shall m,;,.1"..e recommend.e.tione):I(t)(jt 

thereon to tha General Assembly. In ccneiiering mattora :reI~ting t~ .'the{t:ff?~:;{fJ: 
~ • - - - , . .- , - . •. , ; : -~= __ ; _:{ . .\ :r}:fl A~J 

egend.a of the General Assembly', tne General COJlllnittee shall not · discuss ··t~e.j'):{tt}l 
subst~ce ·of .en:, item, except insofar_ as this bears upon the questlon:.~r-:;;_ .;::i.11fyf,f{] 
'Wheth-:-1.• t~e Gene:i:-al COD'llllittao should._ recollllncni_ the .inclueioti. of ~ho item~):i1~fti'.~] 

. ·., . . . ·,· _'· . . -·;.°'-,·:~ _:. :[!-.~;'· 'i 

the esend.a, the rejection of the re4u~at -for i?clusion, · or the inclusion :of:(1?i-JlJ 
•. • ~ / ,, ' ' : :. , • _•,. F_i;t • /, I" 

the item in the provisional 5Benda of e. fr.ture ceeaion, and ll'bat priority,•:/i}'f:&\i~ 
. ' .·· ' _· ... ' ... ;_.:· '--~·,,?:.~ 

-sh::>uJ.:l be ncccriei to e.n 1 te~ the inclusicn of which has been recop:mcmied~ ·:::i(t ~~;f} 

New llu1o 35 (a) . :• }AJf!~i 
The General COI!!Dli ttee shall make recOI!l!leniations to the General Ase'~blJ'~)rt':!s 

'. . "', .· _.· .. ·_.-_~~; -;f,)~i 

concernill{; _the closing da.te of the session. It shall assist the President .~·i '}~~~l; 
. end th~ ·General Aao~'bly in d.r,.'Wing up the agenda for each· :plenary meeting; ::i/1\ti{ 

. . ~ :' ·. -. < ~:; ·_·:•//t::.:~ 
in d.&termining 'the priority- of ito items, end in the co-ordination• of .tb:e>·>{//·J>tJ 

' . . . . : ,-L;,..&_'.:~--:~<1 

proceei1nss or e.U committees of tho General Aaserably •. It shall asaiet.the_-?, ;~":.;;j 
·. · - · · · · ·. · .. - ~( ;._t(~:~·-}l::, 

Presid.ent ·1n the general coniuct of the vork of the General Assembly Which :-./J•<f~:: 
. .. . - . ·. 1 -.--· .. · i(.-_.-::;1'".-:A:1 

falls vithin tho compC;Jtence of the Presicl.ent. · It shall not., however, decid.f)\ ''~i.:~t 

~ political quost1on. N~ Rule 
35 

(b) · ·• ·'''){j~ 
The General Cammi ttee shall meet periodica..11.Y throughout each session fi \{·\ 

to reviev.the :progress of the General Aecembly ani its comtdttees eni ~o :/';)i-:~t~~~ 
make recor:imemations for furthel"inG such :progress. It shall also meet st. such) .~~; 
. , - . - . ', ·, •'_.· ·,:-;;:t~ 
other times e.e t~e Prosid.ent d.eem_s necessary or upon the reg_uest of .ar:J1 ~t~~':;.i\], 

· ot 1 ts _ members. 

X(a) lffiME 0'2 sn..mr PRAYER OR HEDITATION 

New Rule 56 ( a) 

!med.lately after th~ _ opening of the first plenary meetiIJG ani immed.iB_tel.J:?tt 
preceding the closina of .the fin.al plenary meetitl(l of each session of the ,i'r:~.}1 

·, , . • , . - ' ~ -~_l · } .~ r.:_;:;. 
; Cenoral. Assembi,, the President shall invite the representatives to observe; :,;.t•-}ii 
' '- . . . - .· . ··. •<.;•-•. '.··,!~~--...... ,:1i' 

~ f ~ minute ot silence d.eiice.ted to pre,rer or meditation. __ . ·•. · _ ·; _: ;: •-t ;,>t?Jt 
· ,". -.. ; -..-. _; -, . < . -_. ; , ,· .- ; - .., · .. ·· :_·:·. ::; ; ._ .. ;·,.':~~--'1::1 

~~l:]~_;;r:0,~-2•:;~,\;.f·:- '..: ,, · ~ev1~e(.~~~-~.:(??_~ 
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' Revised Rule 59 

D1acueG1on of comittee reports 

Discussion of a report of a Main Committee in a plenary meeting ot the 
General AFJsembl.y shall take place it at least one•t~rd ot the· ~iambera .-:) •·_ 

present r-. id vc-ting e.t the plenary meetin6 consider euch a d1scues1on to .be 

neceaa!'.ll"'J, Ar~ proposal to this effect shall not be debated, but shall be' 

put immediatel,y to the vote. 

RaY1aed Rule 64. 

Points of order 

. n.trifl8 the d1acuos1on of any matter, a repreaentat1 ve my r1oe to a . · 

point or order, and the point of 01·der shell be illlllediately decided by the '. . 

Preei~t 1n 8Ccord.ance with tho rules or pro-::cdure. ·A repreeentt1.tive , .· 

may appeal asd:.:ist tho rulina or the Prer1dent. The appeal shall 1mmediatel,7 

l?e put to the vote and the President 1 8 :rullng eball otand unless overruled " 

by a mjor1t, of tbe Membe:ro proeent Md vot1ntJ. A representative ri~ing ' . . 

to a point of order may not apeck on the substance~ the matter under 

d1ecuoo1on. 

Time limit on speeches 

The General Assembly may limit the time to be alloved to each speaker 

and. the.number of times each ropresentative JrJlY speak on any question. 

When debate 1a limited and a ropresentative baa spoken his allotted time, · 

.the President shall call him to order without delay • . 
Revised Rule 67 

AdJoumment or de be. te 

luring the d1ecuas1on or any m.tter, a repreoentat1ve rrAY move the 
adJournment ot the debate on the item under d1scuee1on. In addition to 

the proposer or the motion, two representatives may speak in favour of, e.nd 

tvo e.aatnat, the motion, after which the U20tion shall be 1tcmediatel,y_put to 

the vote. The President my limit the time to 'be all°"'od to speakers 

under this rule. 

/P.ev1e~d Rule 68 . i 

-~ ·.(_. •: > } -. 
., • • v.j • ~ ' • -. :: , :., ~ / : ·-/ .t -~ ·. .. .. . l . _, 



Revised Rule 68·· · 

Clooure of debate 

. · . A_ repreeenta ti ve 1nBY at any- t1tne move. the closure· of :the debate ~on\the·r~::f:~· 
. . •· , . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . · .· , .'·" . . ,.1(:,,x, 
item _under d1acusa1cn, whether er not any otller representative ·bile- sigti:l.t'ie'dtt: 

. hie W1eb to speak~ . P~rmiaalon to speak on the, closure. ot the debate- shail·t~1tk:; 
~· •' ' ' •, . . ' . . .. ' .·. . · .. --- .·. .·.>-· _ .. \,:_,~> -:;;_,{"(~~/ 

· be acc_orded · only to t1~0 speakers opposing the closure, after which .thi:/JJ)::t:~;;-:.;j 
k • • '. • • • '. , • :- • \ . • ,•,;~ :. • • •• ~';:••:-:, •:• •'.~ 

motion ab.all. be immedia tel,Y put to the vote. It the General 'Assembly. 1B. in'ftf:, 
favour or' the closure J the. President shall declare the' closure :of th~. de~~te"r~{ 
The Pree~de~t "Oliy limit the time to be allow~d. to spee.lcere .under thi~ ·:~·.+.::~:~ 

. . Revised Rulo 69 .... . \ . • ; ':ItiJJ 
suspension or ad.Joumment of the meetioS ,>,:-:,.t:1 

.. . -· . . . ' -·_ :· ~--- -'.·:<.:\"·t:: .\?~t\ 
During the discussion of any mtter, a repreeentati ve Tray move the i'.'\.>'.~_:/,r2:·~ 

. . - . ~. . ~' -_I-/··,.-\,}!.i/\ 
sueponeion or the adjournment ot the meeting, SU.ch motions shall not be ,,·. \}{~ 

debated, but shall be itmnediately put· to the ·;ote, · The President me., '. ;'./f[/}?}/ 
. -~ . -; ·--·.-:~: __ ._,•r ::-,'"f~ 

lilllit the time to be allowed. to the epeels:er moving the suspension or . ; .::,:,.; \;\ ·w; 
adj~nt of the ooet1ng. ..5}{:')f 

~ ·-;::.'/ :::.--.-_ iilt.t 
~ ; ,' : __ :_· f{f 

Revised Rule 72 

Dec1a1ona on competence 
.. ~ : '-~ ~ >:, ;_~::.?.i -~;'.(:)/' 

. '.·.\· _: ~--<- /"\;~ 
·.:: ' >:,\:',(~ 

' ' ,, '.,' .·.'./i 
. SubJ~ct to rule 70, e.ey oot1on c6l.11ng for a decision on the competenoe :); 

. of the Ce~ral Aesembl.,y to adopt a proposal eubm1 tted to 1t shall be 
1put_:; .· .;/~ ~... ., 

. to -the vote before a voto 1e taken on the proposal in question. _, : 

lfow Rule 76 {a) 

Decisions ot the General Assembly on amendment a bearing on propoB8.l.e · 

relatine · to important questions, and on parts of such proposals pu~ th the.} ({' 
... -, •. 

vote separately: shall be mde by a tvo-th1rde majority- ot the Vi.embers · ·,',:(:( 

present and voting. 
.•, . .:.: ., , 
''; •,: 

Revised Rule 80 

~onduct durit:8 voting 
Atter the Pres1~ent has announced the beginning of voting, no . ·_ · · .·· 

repreientat1ve shall interrupt the voting except on a point of order in ·_': ,>-::··: 
CODnexion .with the actual conduct 01' the votins. · The President t'NiY perm.it --~ti; 
IDembera .to explain their _votes, either be:f'ore or after the voting~ The ·• ;·}{,; 

- . ' . ' ••,,-•;;,)- .. 
. hea1clont ~ l1m1t the time to be allowed for eueh explanations. . . ·: <I· 

· " ·:rni 
/Revised Rule 8i ·~ }_ "}:})} 
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R~v.ieed Rule 81 

D1v1e1on ot proposals end amendnents 

- A rapreaentative may move th4t parts ·or a proposal or of an amenCllnent 

oball be voted on separately. It objection is made to the request for ··.: c;" 

d1v1eion, the motion tor division shall be voted upon. Perm1ae1on to speak· . 

on the ~tiou for d.ivio1on shall be given only to_.two spe~ers 1n favour and 

tuo speakers a.sainat. U the motion tor division 1s carried, thoae parts of 

-the propoMl or ot the m:iendment which aro subsequently approved shall be . '.. 

put to the vote as a whole. It all operative parts of the proposal or of .the 

amen~nt have been rejected., the proposal or the amendment shall be coneidere 

to have been rejected aa a uholo. 

Bsrlsed Rule 82 

Votins on amendments 
When e.n amendment ·1s 1110ved to a proposal, the emendment shall be voted 

on :t1ret. When two or more e:on~menta are moved to a propooal, the General 

Assembly ohall tirot vote on the mnendment turtheat removed in substance 

trom the or1g1onl propoeal and then on the mnendment next furthest re=,ved 

theretro:n, and so on, until all the amendments have bee:i put to the vote . .. 

Where however the adoption of one a1tendment neceeear11.y 1mplieo the 

roJect1on ot another amendment, the latter amendment shall not be put to the 
. . 

Tote. Ir one or more amendments a.re e.dol)ted, the amended proposal shall 

then be voted upon. A motion is considered an amendment to a proposal if ·it 

cerely add.a to, deletes trom or revises part ot that proposal. 

New Rule 89 (a) 

Priorities 

F.aeh Main Colllmittee, taking into account tLe target date for too 
closing ot the session fixed by the General Assembly on the recommendation 

of the General Comn.J.ttee, shall adopt 1ta ovn priorities and meet as 'IIYiY 

be neceesar1 to complete the consideration ot the items referred to it. 

Rev1sod Rule 97 

Functions ot the Chairman 
The Chairman shall declare tb6 opening and closins of each meeting 

of the comn.1ttee, shall direct 1ts d.1ecueaions, ensure observance or these' 

rules, accord the right to speak, put questions and announce doo1a1cms.· 
.. Be shall nile on po1nts of order and, subJect to these rules, sl:IAll_ have ;' • 

complete cont~ol of ' the proceedings of the cotxmittee and over tbe T.Da1ntenanct 

, /of order as. _its 



. . . . . . . ')?~!;l~{i!f ~~if 11;~1 
ot order a~ ita meeting~. The dh~i~ ·niay, in the' courae'.or the dis~u.·~~fonf;I!.{~ 
. . . . . . . . ·, . . . . ' . . . . ; ' . . ,;:r. J,1 ·11 

. or an item, propose to the com1ttse the limitation of the :t1~·'to be·, ,t'{j)_j(ft~:tI1 
., ' . . ' . .. . '.'. ' ._. ' ·., ::· . :" :t··_t?·-~~-- /:~_i.tJ·t(~·( 

Allowe_d to apE"..akera, the limitation. of the number. of times each repreeentativ,~~ 
• ' • • ·: , • : , ..., . I . . , . . • ";. -~ .. _.. --.... • .,. :_ ·::·'. .\· __ .• ~'.-.~ .... ~_•->_.){~'~ 

may ,speak on any. quest.ion,. the closure of' the list of speakers or.,the:.'.fi}i~/;K.]il 
• ·- • . . . .. ' ,.- . . . ~ -.. -~-~----- .. ·'- . ·•,; __ ., , ;: f .,,.. ..... _ •.• _<-

closure of the deb~t;e; He may also propose the suspension or.the,adJ~~·~:f!] 
. . • , ; · ' . .. ;_=,: ·: ~·t/:'-~¥~~J'il! 

· ot the .t.:ee•~iDG o-r the adjournment of the debate on the item und.er diecueeion/Ifi.: 

. Bow Rul8 97 (a) . . ) ?{~Mitt 
The Chail"lll8.n, in the eurott.ia of his functions, remains under the ( ii'• tt\'i,,:, 

authority of the col!IIIlittee. 

Re'fieed Rule 98 

Q.uorum 

One third:. of the memtera or a co-:m.:uttee Bhall constitute a. quorum·, :; .. ;f,·'tiijt; 
. ' . .. , -~ ().':{/~!t;·}! 

. The ,pree~_nce of a majority o! the members of th~. committee is, however, ·. -.. , ?_,.,,,1,11 

requir~d tor a qu~etion to ba put to the voto. 

Revised Rule 102 

Pointe of order 

D.iring the discussion of any :me.tter, a representative my rise to a'./::J:i1W 
. . ·. ' ·- . ~- ~ : '~ ~ ._; .. i:· ·:r"wf<~ 

point of'. order, and._ the point of orner shall be immediately dec1de<i by ~h~:'}~_;ft~i;; 
. . ... ' '. ·. 1:.~ _.-:~·,·:-.... _: 

Chairman in accordance with the rules of proceiure. A.~epresentat1ve may</;)f~:r! 
·. . · . . ·.· •· .. ~:ftr,:;Jl 

appeal. against the ruling of the Chairman. Tho appea1 shall immediately _cb~{t=.~~-·J}; 
. •. . . . • . / ; . .'_;"-. :~:( ~~·-_-,:W-/1-

put to the vote and the Chairman's ruling shall etand·unleee· overruled,by,a,.f.~~'f~ 
. . ' . :: '> -·~--~-~--:~\;·~;:.:~:t'.1')? 

mjority of the members present end voting. A representative rising.to a ,:t\/'.1:~,;. 
. . -~ ···-· r~ _-·:\~::I~:-~t.:~ 

point ot. order rmy not speak on the eu'bstance of the matter under diecueufon~.)/f\ 

T- 11m1 t on epeeehe • Revised Rule 103 • , : ;·)1~11 
The committee TNlY l1m1 t the titne to be allowed to each speaker and. tli,(~14tf1\ 

. . . . . . _,;•. ·: .~:,,\ : 
number of times eaoh repreeentati ve may speak on any question. When the ·'(,trf1f:;;J:, 

. . . . . . , ' . '., !;>~ ?'{:•:t_:,.::t~, 
debate 1s limited and a representative .ha.a spoken his allotted time, the:_,:, ::::;:·.1J)t/ 

. . . . . . ~ ·:, ··. --(<-~···,;/).};~·. 
Chairman shall call h1m to order without delay. ·\;';..f,!o'➔\ -·· -> :{: .·.:·:r//!~j~~l; 

AdJournment of, debate. Revised Rule 105 . , , t;itJi 
.. :· Duri~ the di~cuaaion ot any matter, ,e. r~preeep.tative rrAY move the, )'.)~:-:{li} 

. . . :·-,_· · ~. _, . ~:, \ t 

adJournment cf the debate on the item under diecuas~on~ In. addition to. •"::,)Jff 
. . · .·. , . · . . . -. . · · · ~ . · ·. · · _ · ~- . · ,,_ ,>."·:,./ !Tr J::.-,',~-
. ':Jbe.p21)1)0Ser Of t.he motion, tvo representatives may_ _speak .1~ favour. of,'· }i~':j;t;:1J~ 
,;:~· ~-. t~o again_st, -~he·: tni?~.1.~,·- af~er vhl?h the moti.on ~~~-ll1a i~dia~e:13,}?'{:{~Jf~ 
~;-~ put·•_to the 'vote. ·, The 'clia~n may 'i1m.1t the time to be 'suo~ed to speak~r~}t-§ff 
/F:.: ;_, ·· ·.,' '.,. -. - .. .· . __ -~- ·'- ··· ;-·,:->·_.: .. ;_·,i-\(.:_;_:t1{l.::.·_: 
~:,llnder -this rul~. . ·.- ., . ~. , •:: . .- A.: A•t.". : 
!;;;e.~i':,,·-·:,:.. :." ·_ ,._· · · : /Re.~1sed. Ihlle lo6>.'::,l·i:3htfb 
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Closure ct debete 

Revieed·Rule 106 

A 1·ep1·ee~ntati ve mey et e.ey t1?ne move the closure of the debate on 

the item u1:der d!acuee1cn, whether or not any other repreeente.tive me 

elgi1j f.'l('·:. 111s wieh to opeak. Perm1fje1on to speak on the closure of the 

detate ah~ll be acco~d.e~ only to tvo speakero opposing the cloaure, after 

vhich the -ruotion shall be 1med1ately put to the vote. It the committee . 

ie 1n favour of the closure the Chairma.n eh!lll declnre the closure of the 

debate. 'l'he C!:iairmt'ln tnay limit th'l time to be allc,,:ed to speakers under 

thia rule. 

P.ev1eed Rule 107 

Suspena1on or e.(ijournment or the meeting 

Dur1:,s tho d1scuea1on or~ mo.ttc.r, a l'ep:-eeontntive my tl'ZVe the 

ouspeneicn or the adjournment or the meeting. SUch motions aba.ll not be 

debated, but ohnll be 1mncd1ate~ put to the v~te. The Ctairman rrn1 limit 

· the time to bo alloued to tho speaker tUOVins tho oucpeneion or e.dJc,Ul"DUl8nt 

or the meeting. 

Rev1£ed Rule 110 

Decietons on coiqietcnce 

Eubj~t to rule 108, any motion calling tor a decision on the col!lpetence 

or the General Aasombly or the committee to e.doi:it n proposal submitted to 

1t shall be put to the vote before a vote is taken on the proposal in quest~ 

Revisei Rule ll7 

Conduct during voting 

After the Cl'.a1rman has announced the beginning of voting, no 

ro~resentativo shall 1nte1-rurt the voting exce~t on a point or order 1n 

connexion vith the actual conduct or the voting. The Cha1rn:en my permit 

tnembers to explain their votes, either before or after the voting. The 

Chairman my limit the titlle to be allowed tor such e.xplanationa. 

Revised Rule 118 

Division of pro:c,oso.ls and amendments 

A representative uay move the.t parts of a proposal or of an amen~nt 

shall be voted on sepa.ratel.y. If obJect1on is made to the request tor 
division, the motion for d!vieion shall be voted u!>cn. Permiesj,on to speak , 

on the motion tor division shall be given only to two speakers 1n f'avour an4 
tvo speakers SBainst. U the motion tor d.1 vision is carried, those parts of,; 

,! 
/ the proposal . . . 



... ' .. ,· . . : :· ; 'lt;t:f~lt;ll1iliilil1 
the .proposal or of the. amendment which are. subsequently .·app~oved: shall'{bi/:\tf;J 

, .··. . .. ·. . . . · . ·. · . .-· . :•.:--:_.:~.;,_ .· -~:·:··. tfb~:· t,;, 

put to .the.vote' as a whole, IT all operative :parts of· the propo·sal 'or\ott,~\i( 
- .- . .· ' . . . ·. ·,. . .- ,, -:.: ( ~·_: .. . ,~ .. ~-~-~ .. ,-;., 

. the amendmer~t have been rejected, the proposal or the amend.ment :·ehalLb~j;:k0 
. . . ·: ~ . - . . •' : .... . _, ::. ':-~--::~--.--</·i·/.:?~;;:,?,f~ 

considered to have been rejected as a whole. · •. ) , ~; \i,-/fJ,''.t:-~: 

Vot~/oo a~n~nto . Revised. =• ll
9 

' . . 

0 

' >1111! 
. ' When an amendment is moved to a proposal, the amendment shall ;be :,:)t{\;V{:/ 

voted.,,on firs~. : Wheri two· or more amendm~nte are moved to a ,proiGsai,,':"~~c{.~,::~} 
I • ••• ' ' • • • • -• ••• _. i • • · ..... · .. '_ • '. ; _;._ .... ~:) ?{-:-°'f° 

cotm.ai ttee shall first vote on the amendment furthest removed in subeta.nceJtH 
. . . . .· . _.. . ·_ - .-.. :{ · ·._:..:.>.~:.:;:~-r~ 

f'rom the original proposal and then on the amendment :riext .furthest removed;;J~ 

ther~from, and so on, until au· the amendments lla.ve been ·put to the: voi~;f}1}'. 
. . . , •\,°·. ,• : •·, _;\ .• l _· .. •J· •• 

Wllere however the adoption of one amendment necessarily impUee the '. '\·.\>,ti 
• -. • • • - • • ~ • ·: - ., ·--- ~ . · ,◄:_- ·r •_;.-:,.r_~~;: 
reJect1on ot another amendment, the latter atllendment sball not be put to ;;.;',i;jt 

. . . . .. - •.··. -: r_F·- ,_·.- •~~:.~! 
tbe vote. If one or more amendments are adopted, the amend.ad pro!)(:)sa~~·; ·:V)t 

sbaU- then be voted upon. A motion 1a considered an amendment ~ a.)\_:·::i)xt;:r 
; · · · . · . . . . : · ~--·.\~! ~'.· .t./f _·~--:~ tr-i: 

proposal if it merely adds to, deletes· from or revises part of t~t·; .:/t.e\ ~I>)/ 
. . . ~ . . . . . . , . . . . . '. . ;, _._ ·_ , ': --( /<~;_·::. -~~}-~-r 

proposal. :.- :. • ·;c1~: 
•. ·.--:-~-':''- .,; . \. 

tf~,~~~ 
~'<i%:f) 

. . /:'. , t -.•.· 

;'.}!:~: 
, - : ,~ . :'.~; \ :,:, 
·:; ) .~>-' ,,' ."[·1 

\n;~ 
0

:~ t;,;\i 
:'. :;1:/:f: 

.. t'.·,; -t> ~~~?\ 
~ ' . . ~ ':~ 

.... , { . ~-.: .. 
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ANNEXII 

RroOl-IMENDATIONS AND SUGOr.sTIONS · OF TilE fil>EJIAL. CO?1•tt'ITEE 
Oif l-tf:m0DS AlID PROCEDURF.S APFROVD) FI THE GEltmAL ASSElIBLY 

l.3.* The Special Comittee roum- that in the l)Q.St some of the Main 

Cammi ttees of' the GonoraJ. Assembl.J had devoted a particularly la~ce 

number of moetin{;s to tho detailed conoicleration, nrt1ele bl o.rticle, · 
.. ,. ,. 

of' te::ts of internatior.al conventions. Thia was even the caoo vhora the ·. ·' 

text of n convention had been d.ra\ll'l u~ by e.n 1nternat1onc.J. conf'ercnco 
. . ·.• - · 

on ,mich all Mcmbor Sto.tos he.cl been rerroeentocl. It lio"aB pointed out in ·: · .. 

thi a . connoxi on tba t eX!)er1 once bad eho-wn tho. t a. Ho.in COim:11 ttee, . by the . • ·. '·. · 

ver:, to.ct ot its size, va.e not 1)4rticu.1A:'l7 fitted to d.ra.f't conventior.e,: . 

. ,o.nd. tha.t \Thon it w.o entruated. \.rith the detailed etmy ot conventions, '. . 

1 t often did not h!l:ve titlo to doal aatiofc.otor1ly Vi th tho other (lueot1ons . 

for ,rhich 1 t '-'tlD re1Jl)Ons1blo. 

Tho SJ)Ocilll. Ccm:ni tteo ruco[;l.1.:es tho impo~--ta."1.co of tho eponsorahip / · · 

of convont1ono by tho GeneroJ. Assembly. It believes th.'l.t the o.uthorl ty ~ · 

ot the General Aesombly a.nd th~ ix,werf'ul influence 1 ts debates have on. . . , 

public opinion should, in mey caaoa, be U!'l~d t0r tho bonof1t of 

1ntorno.t1onnl. co-oporo.tion. It thoroforo fo.vours tho retention "by the • . 

Gonoml.Aaeotibly of the necesaa47 freodot1 ot action. 

The Spoc;a1 Com.ittoe therefore conf'inec 1tselr to recom:mcndin.J th:3.t, 

vhon conventions have been nocotiatod by international conferences 1n which 
all the Mel:lbors of the United. ?btions ha vo beon 1:i"li tecl. to take :part, and. 

on '1h1ch 't:ho1 have been repreeonted, not onl.J by experts a.ctina in a 

peroonal ca~1ty but b7 representat1vos or Goverru:iente, am when these 

conventions are subsequentlJ ®'btlitted. to the General Assembly for 

cons1derot1on, tho Aoac1:1bly ahould not unierta.ke a. further detailed. 

exam.nation, but should limit itoelf to d.1acues1na them in a broad manner . 
I 

nm. ~o c;1 vinJ 1 ta t-eneral. Vieva on th_e inotn:menta submitted to 1 t. 

Arter ouch a deba.to, the General Assembly could, if desirable, aclo,t 

the concluDiona roa.chod. by the confercncos and. recomt10nd. to Ucmbors the 

-acceptance or ratificnt1on or such conventions •. 

· This procedure t11Vlt bo o.l)I)l.ied. in po..rt1cul.ar to conventions 

eubmi tted to the Con.oral. Aeselllbly as a reoult o! con:f'eroncea of all Member 

States convenod by the Econom.c Mi Socic.1 Council unle;..• Article· 62, 

. l)C.ro.(;;t'al)h 4 of the Charter. 

· * The numbers reter to the pa.~phe .or the rel)Ort of the Special , · 
~ommi ttee on Method.a and Procedureo (A/937) • . . · . 

/14. . Furthermore, 



. . . .·. !':/f I/lttf li~lt~lt!~:t1 
<·", ~4 •. Furthermore, when it 1a proposed that the :0enera.1:.Aaee±nblyJ1houia.f, 
~:.·-~'° - -~-~ .·-,. '. .. •.' ··. : ·. ..· ·._· ;·_.' ,< - . -.·,.: !' ·•/::;_~ ~ '. .. ,:_<··_.·./):>.;..:;: .. 

. ·_ ..• consider. conven~iona prepared by groups of experts. not···· ac_ting. as '.,1J:<·tF:)%;~\t~ 
. _... . ' ... · . ·: . . ,.-- ... .. · .. _. _.;;,:·.· .. :,~· ... ,:_>t:_ -~~·..: _•_..-<-··~i:~ _ 
_ - ·. gov-erilil!.ent~l repreaentativeo, or by confercmcea ,in whioh-_all Membera:\::,•J,.J{{f~/t 
~ ; . ' ·. . . . . : . . ·, ._; ._-. _·:~ ··_._, _- ,' ' . _,. -~ ·. /.:'.····::)?•\;,\ ~-:~>-~:~? 

· 0£ the United Jfat1ona ha'Ve not bee:n invited to take· IJart, .it wouidi):>e':'.?-?t;'rt i.l:i 
- ~ ,:-·· - - . - - -- - -- . -- .. -- , __ ..... : _- .. _ -~ ~-:•.·_,-,;·:·: ':r~-:-,:r:~-;:-_:~-
aav1sab1e for the Genertl Com;nittee ara. the General Assembly .. to .,; )i:-';)p}!:;:{,;).:f 

_ , _ . ., .· .. -_ .·.- -·)·.,_ .. . __ .". r._"'/:l-: ··•;vic't 1,::...:bi"·:··.~ 

:determine .whether one ot the Ma.in Camn1tt.ees, ea:peciallJ. the tegal~:j)f!t:i~rrtt~ 
. _ Camru.tte~, woul,d he.ve enQU8!l time dm-ina the session to examine, th~~~:I,:JJ.,(~ff-] 

• . . .· -• , -,• · • . :·· -• . -• ""l .r._\'- --~,:i'.•.I:• ~-, 

: ,conventions 1n de-tail, ar Whether it wOtJl,d. be p03aible to eet .. up e.nJ·'i~kt-t::<f?fi~ 
· · . , ·:_ · -.·-. ,.-:•_: r;_~_::'i;~-·:y:.t~--~-\-~: 
~ ~ cOI!lln.ittee to under'bke this atud.~ during the session.'. , , /_ :-_'.;) ;_:,4;:J 'i\,V:1J 
- , • • • ~ . · ~ · .. :,:. .. _ _.?t ._~:~:,.:~~r i 

. · : ' _ · If' this 1a not posoibls, th~ S;pec1al Ccr.nmittee recommends that .· :}{~"::i{f:3 
th~ General Assembly ebould decide, &!tor or. vithout a gen~ral d~bat/:f{}it5 

• 4 ' . . . . . . , -· . -·, ·., ••.:---··-:t .1 •. : '.\.t'/;.~~; 
. . on -the :fundamental :principles of the proposed convention, that:a.n ·: .:i- ~."f;hJtf~,'. 

. . • • • • • . · • .• • • . ... , --·: • 1.l- \t;; _;·_ "( i· 6 -t;_{-~,. 
. ~ hoc committee should te eetabl1ahed to meet. between sesafone~ ·· ·.::?{'.}\[:~:} 

. : - . . . ... •,--- .. :.. . lo,·-~• ":., 

~1ter;nt1vely., tho (?enertll Asoembly migb.t · decide _ to · convene a c~nfe;ef~~::i~;~J 
_ o-t · pleni:potentiaries between tl:o .f_ 1ta 0VU sossiona I to study; . i/__:/){jt;f:} 

. ' ' •.. . .- . ~- . :, -·~:, .\·' '..'•; ,t..- / ,.:1 

negotiate., draft, and :possibly aign., the conv~ntion. __ · The ·conferenee _o~i\Jit• 
plenipot~~t1ar1ea might be empowered by the General Assembly to tra~m{t :.,;\JtJ 

· · . · . •. ' · · -:·. ~:.- ,:·;~1.-·r~ 

the instnmenta directly to Goverm.ents for ~cce}?tance or rati:fic~tion.f.t 1It~t: 
· ln. thia caae too, the General Aseembly might~ at a subsequent sesaicil,:}){'.~}~\1 
.. express 1 ta general Ol)in:fon on the convention resulting from the/i. > :{:,ft~f}t 

. . . ; · - ' 0',' 6't >/ 
conf'erence, e.nc!. might recOilll!lend to Hembers its acceptance or ratificati,on.:,_\J( 

,, .. . . . . ,. -- .. , -. -. ~ ~ l ._~\ \;;~·-;.:, 
With regard to the drafting of leGal texts, the_ Special Cammitte~ )l,l~¾' 

strongly ·reeoxmnends that small dratt1%18. committoea should be l'.eaorted .i/i}W{ 
. ' . ' . . . ., ' -.. ; . : ' : ·. -·• .\ .~}-~· '.'&:_~::(:;~--to vhenever poe s 1 ble • , · .-_ :, :jl0) 1<~'-

• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . '-: ;j_,'i:~~ 
_ 20. In order that ~ore frequent meetings of the General Committ~e .. ; . ·-~::,ikt{ 

should not delay the work of plenary° and COillillittee meetings, the ·speo_ial/ :,)}f 
. . . ' . ... . ~.. \ _._·:·. <}· ,.;·t\"~. 

Camn.1.ttee wishes to mention that it would be dee1:ra.ble for the .General' -( f /(~ 
~ . . .. .. . . . •· . . . . ;•:,:. / ,.~;.·~., 

Canmi ttee to '\)e enabled to meot, whonever · nee es ea.ry, , .t -the same time~ . ·.r :-::,:_:;, 
~ . . - .' ·' ; -• .. , ., 

as th<' plenary or the Mn.in Committees, (In such ca~ea, -on~ of _th~- -/>;):·{):{ 
1Vice-Preeidenta could take the chair at plen~y m~etincs end: t~~ V~c:~l·i·•:::: }{() 

,, . . . ~~ . ,: \ 

Cha.11,nan could repla.ce the Chairman at 1-Tain Ccmmittee·meetinga)._:., . . ·.,- · :,,~-i: 

'I.he Special Committee also conai~ers that in ·order to .snv~ t~e· 0:- ff\// 
< at the beginning ~ the ·session, acne of the Main Committees ahoul,4 ,'_, 

' - . . . . .... · . . . , .. ) 
_ not vait wtil the end of the general debate before starting their_· ... . . - ... , 

:·work. 

, · .. ~,~. •·•. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
· >1, •• 

:{> .. r .. ft;_·:: ,. ~, ~ 

:c}~(\,.:_ 1 ~ -.-. : - -- -



?.2, · In the past, soma of the ?-bin Camm.1ttees have beon allocateti more· · 

items requiring prolonsed co11Side't"ation than have others. Thia ha.a 

especially been the caoe for the P'1rst Comm!.ttee. The 3pec1a.l COillt!littee 

noted~ hawevor, that, dur1Jltl tho third ee-sa1011 of tho General Asoembly, ·· ,· ·. 

exccpt:1.on hJ.d been made to tho 1U"1nc1pl.~ lo.1d dcwn 1n r1.tle 89, thnt "items 

relating to the sara.e eat"Sor7 ot 9\lbjecte 81all be reterred ·to the 

CO!D1ttee or committees de:111Ds Y1th that ca.tie~ of subject." 

The Special Conmrl.ttoe reei. tli4t the allocation or items to CO!IID1ittees . 

micht be et!cctcd 1n a lees ~ na::lller am that questions vhicb may be 

cons 1derod as :C'ttll1ng within the cca;,et~nce of tvo or more comm1 ttees, 

should preferably 'te referred to tbs coriaittee Yith tho liG}ltest agenda. 

23. Anothet" mo0lll3 or 118,htentne th9 task' o'! a,v s1ven Hain Com!tteo would . 

bo to consider directly the plon&.1.7 meetitl6, vi~t prelininar,r reference 

to C0lilm1tteo, certl'.in quciotS.0!18 Yhta4 ~l Yi'Jib the terms of reference ·. 

or the M3.1n Co:mittoo. Tllia p~edllre wwl4 monover have the great 

advantage of reduc1nc to a r.otable extent repetition of debate. 

It is felt that the, 8.!riOUnt of time saved by this method would be 

oonaiclereble, especially 1:i' tho M.'.11."l Comm.itteo am plenary moeting:J could 

be held concurrently. 

If' the Main Cac.ittee oould not m,et at tho oru:ie timo o.a the pleIUU'"1 

·uetine, t:10 fact that the Com.itteo we not meeting would enable another 

M~1n Cosittee to tteot in ito place. 

The consider~t1on ot quoat1ons •in plenary 111t1etingo wul~ ha.vo tho 

be~et1t of the attende.nco of lead.era of delegations and ,of greater solcmnit.T 

e.nd publicity, The sl1r).it1,J higher cost to the Uniteci Nations of plenacy 

meetingo, due 1n pa'!"t1cular to tho distribution or verbatim record3 of 

. the meet!ngg, vauld undoubted.11 be compensated b1 the aborter. duration o~ 
t.'le sesa1on. 

Th, C3ne:-al Com.1.ttee vould be responsible ror sugr,stinB to tho 

Gene:ul Ass!imbly vhioh items on the ager.de. m1e}lt be dealt v1th 1n th1!3 

manner, The Special Ccn:r.mittee racOimleod.s that this method should be 

introduced on' e.n experilr.eatal baois at tuturo soseiom. 

The Special Cc::tm.1ttee 1s of the opinion tha.t this procedure vould be 

e~-peci.all.1 appropr1~te for certain que~t1ons, the e0sentlal o.spocto o~ 

which e.ro already fru:11110.r to Mem.bei·s, euch o.s item which he.ve been 

cons1dsrei by the General Assembly at prev1c,,Js oeas1ona am vhich do not 

require either the preaenee ot representatives of non-member States or the 

bearing or tcstimoey. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

/39, At this . . ., 



39. · At this point the Special Committee des1res to stress once more: tliet ;•-J,,;'t.N 
. .. __ ,-. :-·_.·• .. ; ... '::J-..\ ·-s~ 

· importance ·or the role of the President of the General Assembly and or-:: ::·'\\}/:j 
the Chairman of _committees. Trie oat1sfac:tory progress· of the proceed.inga .. \\j 
depen:1.s essentially on their competence, authority-, tact and :lmpartialiti.JJ\?j 

. . . . . . ; . _J ' _..::t~\f) 
their respect for the rights both of minorities as well as majorities. /:-':.\-fiy;l1 . . ' ~ ' . ,' .. _·~- <<\>~-~\:: 

· and their familiarity with the :ruleo. or procadure, The General Assem'bl.i, .f:f:.){, 
or the Committee, as the caso may be, 1~ the 1Meter or the conduct of ita--:t:?J: 
oim proceedinGS• It is, howaver, the special task cf the Chairmen to · - ; -C;;':\l 
:!t:ra~ proce~ings of these balies 1n tile best intoreots oi' ell ~ ];:J: 

The Special Committee ~onsiders that everything pcesible should be : ( : )) 

done to heJ,p Chairmen in the discharge of these ilnpcrtant functions. ·•The ·· ·, 'i.'i 
! ~ ... ,?:'-: '.~ President of the General Assmr.bl:y and the General Committee should a~sist' ;.)\ 

. . : . , • ,:,;.· , _..: 

the Cbail1llen of comittees vith their advice. The Secretar,y-General.: should,\':j 
-. . . ,, . ,.::: ---~ 

place his experience and all his authority at their disposal. 

The 8pec1a.l Committee is happy to note the Secrets.riat•s valuable ·,. , , :· 
• . "L'. , . , · •. _ 

practice of holding daily moet1nga of the committee. secretaries, under 

the cbA:!rmanship of the E:eoutive Assistant to the Secretary•Gener~l, where : 
1 

; 

the procedural questions arising from day to day in the General Aosembly-· 
- ,. 

and cOlllmittees are thorouehly examined.. Furthermore, the Special C~n:mitt~e / 
t • . ' ' 'J 

stresses the value of r..avins, a.s in the past, a legal adviser trom the -· · · 

Secretariat 1n attendance at meetinga to give the Cho.irmen or the committee . . 

· such advice as they may need for the conduct of their bu.a 1nese and tbr 

1nterpreta t1on of the l"llles of procedure. ' · 




