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Question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas)

Letter dated 1 July 2022 from the Permanent Representative of
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to the
United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General

In accordance with instructions received from the Government of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, I have the honour to refer to the letter
dated 10 June 2022 from the Permanent Representative of Argentina to the United
Nations addressed to you. I should be grateful if you would circulate the present letter
and its annex as a document of the General Assembly, under agenda item 46.

(Signed) Barbara Woodward
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Annex to the letter dated 1 July 2022 from the Permanent
Representative of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General

The United Kingdom has no doubt about its sovereignty over the Falkland
Islands and South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands and surrounding maritime
areas. British sovereignty over the Falkland Islands dates back to 1765, some years
before the Republic of Argentina even existed.

The United Kingdom remains committed to defending the rights of the people
of the Falkland Islands to determine their own political, social and economic future:
the United Kingdom’s relationship with the Falkland Islands, and all of its overseas
territories, is a modern one based on partnership, shared values and the right of the
people of each territory to determine their own future. The Government of the United
Kingdom attaches great importance to the principle and the right of self-determination,
as set out in Article 1.2 of the Charter of the United Nations and article 1 of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, respectively.

The Republic of Argentina regularly refers to regional statements of diplomatic
support for sovereignty negotiations, including United Nations resolutions. However,
none of these modify or dilute the obligation on States to respect the legally binding
principle of self-determination. This means there can be no dialogue on sovereignty
unless the Falkland Islanders so wish. The 2013 referendum — in which 99.8 per cent
of those who voted wanted to maintain their current status as a territory of the United
Kingdom — sent a clear message that the people of the Islands do not want dialogue
on sovereignty. The referendum was observed by representatives from seven
countries, who noted that the “referendum process was free and fair, reflecting the
democratic will of the voters of the Falkland Islands”.

The United Kingdom is clear about both the historical and legal position on its
sovereignty of the Falkland Islands. No civilian population was expelled from the
Falkland Islands on 3 January 1833. An Argentine military garrison had been sent to
the Falkland Islands three months earlier in an attempt to impose Argentine
sovereignty over British sovereign territory. The United Kingdom immediately
protested and later expelled the Argentine military garrison on 3 January 1833. The
civilian population, who had previously sought and received British permission to
reside on the Islands, were encouraged to remain. The majority voluntarily chose to
do so. In 1833, the territorial borders of the Republic of Argentina did not include the
geographical southern half of its present form, nor any territory in the Falkland
Islands, Antarctica, or South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands. The land that
now forms the Argentine province of Tierra del Fuego, of which the Republic of
Argentina purportedly claims the Falkland Islands forms a part, did not itself form
part of the Republic of Argentina until approximately half a century after 1833, by
which time the current Falkland Islands people had lived and raised two generations
on the Islands.

Argentina refers to “restrictive migratory policies” being exercised by the
Falkland Islands. This is completely untrue. Anyone who meets the criteria can apply
for “Falklands Islands status”. According to the 2012 census, while the majority of
those with Falkland Islands status are British citizens, 11 per cent came from 58 other
countries, including 18 Argentine nationals.

The Islands are internally self-governing. As such, the Falkland Islands
Government is responsible for immigration policy on the Falkland Islands. Argentine
citizens do not require a visa to travel to the Falklands.
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The United Kingdom rejects the statement by the Argentine Government that
the economic developments of the Falkland Islands are contrary to General Assembly
resolution 31/49, and reiterates its unequivocal support for the right of the Falkland
Islanders to develop their natural resources for their own economic benefit. Argentine
domestic law does not apply to the Falkland Islands.

Additionally, the Government of Argentina regularly refers to the military
presence in the Falkland Islands. It is worth remembering that the Falkland Islands
were invaded by Argentina in 1982, within living memory for many Falkland
Islanders. The United Kingdom’s forces in the South Atlantic are entirely defensive
and are at the appropriate level to ensure the defence of the Falkland Islands against
any potential threat. In fact, the United Kingdom’s military presence has significantly
reduced over time. The United Kingdom continues to keep its force levels under
review.

The United Kingdom and the Falkland Islands Government remain willing to
discuss areas of mutual interest in the South Atlantic, with the precondition that
representatives of the Falkland Islands Government must participate in any discussion
of issues that affect the Falkland Islands people directly.

This year is the fortieth anniversary of the Falkland Islands conflict. It is the
United Kingdom’s hope that we can all focus on the commemoration of the sacrifice
of those who lost their lives in the conflict, rather than using the anniversary to further
promulgate differences between Governments.
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