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EXHIBIT I

Chart showing track of H.M.Ships on 22nd October
on passage through the North Corfu Channel
and their position at 1453% when H,M.Destroyer
"SAUMAREZ" struck s mine. It will be noted
that all the ships are well inside the route
published internationally as Medri 18/32 and
18/34., '







EXHAIBIT Al (a)

PHOTOG/AFHS OF M,14.5, "SAUMAREZ® AFTER STRIKING
~ AMINE IN THE SWEPT CHANNEL



EXHIBIT _II (a)
PEOTOGRAPHS OF H,L,S, "SAUMAREZ® AFTER STRIKING A WIKE IN THE SMEPT CHANNEL

A, 1

H.¥,5. "SAUMAREZ® 30 seconda after the explosion, enveloped in
smoke and listing to starboard. Timejy 1i54.

A, 2 ) '

WSAUMAREZ® sheers to port into the wind.



A, 3
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The fire in "JALUMARIZY 18 got wnder control, The fire in fact
was not put out until aftsr she reached Gorfu at 0300 the next
day.

Y






EXHIBIT I1I" ({(b)

PHOTOGRAPHS OF H.M,S., "SAUMAREZM™ AFTER STRIKING

A WINE IN_THE SWEPT CHANNEL




EXHIDIT X1 (b)

BHOTOGRARIS QF H W8, "SAULARRZ® AFTER STRIKING
A BINE IN THl SWEPT CHANKEL

Port side of H,k.S. PSAVMAREZ" on fire., The ship is
settling by the bows,

Port side of H.X.S. WSAUMAREZ™ on fire.



Starboard side of H,M.S5. "SAUMAREZ®
gustained,

H.14.S. "SAUMAREZ" settling by the bowa,
she was written off as a total loss.

showing the damage

After examination






PUOTOGRATIIS OF il,l,S. "3AULAREZM AMND H,I5,S. "VOLAGE®

AFPTER STRIKING MINES IN THE SWEPT CAALNEZL




EZEYIBIT IT {o}
WPHOJOGRAVES OF W.U.S, "SAUMAREZM AND H.%.S. "VOLAGE® AFTER STRIKING BIFSS

Iy TiE SWLPT CHASNEL

e

H.k.5, "VOLAGE® after teklng H.M.5, "SAUMAREZ® in tow strikes & mine at
1616 and har bows are blewn off. The photographe show H,1,5. "VOLAGE®
proceéeding stern firat towlog H.W.S5, "JAVUANEZY stem rirst also,

4 20 m,p.h, wind 15 blowing tha ships on to the Albanian lonzt., However by
dint of good sssmansaip the WWOLAGE", although weverely damsged hereslf,
mapaged to tow the WSAUKAATL® to Zorfu,



EXHIBIT III

The Agreement comstituting the International
Qrganisation for the Clearance of Mlnes in European Waters.




EXHIBIT 111

FOST WaAR MIND CLLARALCE
I

LUROD b d T LRS

‘he sttached locuacnt hes been agried between us s the busis of in
intematicnol orgerdsstion for the clearcnce of agincs in Lurcpcun wetcrs,

the nopresuntotivea of the United otates, Fronce and Greet sritiin have

already beoen vutherised to :ceept this document cen bohelf of thedr

respective Govermnents.

10k
5- lRY]:E- H- .il'-'iG;‘.. Ac SﬁLﬂ-.
~hgineer Hewr adairel Civtuin Reir admirsl
Hovict Novy. Unitod Stoles Nevy Fruench hevy.

B. Lo 5. &ING,
dice admir..l
Reynl vy

22nd Nevember, 1945,



INTERNATIONAL, ORGANISATION FOR THE

CLEARANCE OF MINES IN FURCPTAN WATERS.

The following crganisation for the clceranez of mines in
Furcpean watcrs aftsr the defeat of Germany has ween drawn up with
2 view to mecting the reeds of oll interested maritime Powers by
providing en intcrnotional machinery feor the direction of policy
and ponerel control of mine clearance operaticns. It is hoeped
that by these measures mines will be cleared with egusl
thoroushness and ecxpedition in £11 European Waters.

Division of Furmpern witers inte zcnes

S The Furcpean waters teo te cleared shall be divided into
four zones i

(i) Aan Eust Atlaﬁtic Zone

(1i) & lMediterranezn zone

(iii) A Bzrents, Baltic and Black 3ex zene

(iv) A Kattegat, Boltice Stroits =nd their appreaches zone

Thoose zores shull te divided into zreas and suh-areas, the
elocrones of which shall be.allocated to the interested littoral
fnd.othcr noval pewers under the direetion of Bozrds set up in
ncecrdnonee with prrzgraph 7 telow. The recommended limits of
these Zeones sre given at ~ppendix A.

Intornetion~l Cortrol Mine Clerronze Boord

T IMin: cle-rcnee in FBuropenn waters shall be controlled and
co-crdinzted by an Intcrnstional Jentral Mine Clearcnec Bozrd,
under thce presidency of a British lavzl Offieer ond consisting
of representatives of Franee, U.5.5.R., UK. and U.S.4.

L Bach merber of the Central Bonrd shall be responsible fer
consulting his ®overnment as hc mey dzem nceessary and shz1ll have
the right to insist thot the confirmatien of his Government is
rcquired tcfore cny partieular action contemplated ®»y the Central
Boxrd affecting its interesta is taken.

j./ ssenn 2



5. At all stzges during the preparation of plans for mine

cleezrance, 2nd until cempletion of the task, the Central Boara

shall refer to the Allied Mavel iuthorities as deemed necessary

and shall in particular consult the Supreme Allied Carmanders

and the Allied Camnission of Conirol on their special requirements.

In their dealings with capitulated pcwers; the Central Board,

and the zone Boards referred to below, shall camuniecate with thenm

- through the appropriate Supreme Allicd Comender or allied

Coammission of Control.

6. e functions of the Centrzl Bo:rd shall be:-
(2) to araw up n general plan of mine clearmnes in the
European waters toking inte account ships, manpower and
minesweeping equipment (mincsweeping forees) required, and
to ascertain for this purpcse nvoileble resources of bath
the ~llied epd neutrzl countries concerned and the
defcuted povers.
(h) to lay down the preeise limits of the zones in
Europcon waters -nd to 2djust these limits only if ot uny
time this should be necessary.
(0) to set up 2nd direct the Zone Mine Clearance Boards
referred to in pzragroph 7.
(d) to set up the Central Mine Clearance Intelligence
Office referrcd to in parcgroph 13.
(o) to direct, through the Zone Clearence Beerds, the
general policy of nine clearﬂncé in Eurcpean waters.
(£} to appartion, in the light of the mine cloararnce
camitment of each zone, the m :7blc ninesweeping forces
between the zones ot the beginning of nine cleeronce, 2nd to
re~ollocate minesweeping forces fram one zone to ancther
should it at any time oppear desiroble, provided that such

. re=allecation would be without detriment to the first Zone.

(&) / evees 3
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(2) to give guidance to the Zone Boards in determining
the areas of specified responsibility referred te in
paragraph 7 (a).

(h) to specify the acceptable scale of mine clearance,
essential for safe nevigation.

(1) to promulgate reports on experience gained in the
course of bperationé.

NOTE., It is assumed that, under the terms of the
instruments of surrender, all eneny minesweeping forces
will be taken over and held at the disposal of the
United Nations.

Zene Mine Clearance Boards

T there shall be set up within each zone a Zone Mine
Clearance Board, responsible to the Central Board, with the
following functions :-
(2) to divide the zone into sub-areas and to assign the
responsibility for the clearance of sub-arens zmong the
Powers inveolved; to re-adjust the limits of these sub-
areas only if ot any time this adjustment should be necessary.
(t) to direot the general policy of mine clearance within
the zone, while leaving the exscutive control of minesweeping
foress in the honds of the individunl Power reasponsible for
eoch sub-oresa. But the direct control in the clearance
of sub-areas for whieh surrendsred countries are responsible
shall be exercised by the Supreme allied Commander or the
Allied Comnission of Control.
(¢) to determine the responsibility of the capitulated
Powers in the clearcnce of waters within the zone.
(d) to allocate minesweeping forces ussigned to the zone by
the Central Board to Powers represented on the Zone Board whoA
heve not sufficient minesweeping forces with which to clear the

suh~orea / cseae I
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sub=aret for which they are reapansible,

(e) at the outset of mine elearance to collect full
intelligence of all mines laid within the zone and

throughcout the work of clearanes to collent and collate
reports on the progress and operations; and to transmit

this intelligence without delay to the Central Mine

Olearance Intelligeace Office.

(f) to co-ordinate the mine-cleerance plans of the Powers
responsible for clearan;:e within the zone and to gnsure

that priorities of coarmon interest, such o8 the foirways

of navigntion cre orserved.

() to ensure that the strndard of mine clearence

apecified by the Centreol Boerd is obscrved.

(h) to tr-nsmit to the Centrol Boerd %nd to promulgitc within
the Zone reports on the experience guined in the course

of opecrations.

NOTE: For the purpose of the préceding pmripraphs, the term
*r1ineswoeping forces® shoﬁld be tuken to include minesweeping
}eSSels. aireraft used in the search for mines, minesweeping
equipment, ancillary vessels and gecr, riaintenince facilities
ond other resources used in mineswceping, together with the
personnal to man or operate them.

Enst Atlantic Zone Boord

8. The Ezat atlantic Zone Board shell consist of members
representing Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Francs, Holland, Norway.
U.3.5.R., ond the U.K, under the Presidency of & British Nowval
Officer. & representative of Germany cball be surmoned to attend

as required by the Board to give information and to receivé directions.
Eire, Iceland, Portugcl, Spain end Sweden, shall be invited to send
observers to the Board.

Mediterranean Zone Board

9. Tre / 000'005
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g, The Mediterransan .Zone Board shall consist of members
representing France, Greece, U.S.3.R., the UK., UsSk.; 2nd
Yegoslavia under the Presidency of a Briﬁsh MNaval Officer.
Representatives of Germany and Itoly shall be summosed to sbtend
&8s required by the Boord to give information and recei&e
directions. Egypt, Portugal, Spain, and Turkey shall he
"invited to send cbservers to the Board.

Barents, Boltic and Black Seas Zone Board -

10. The Barents, Baltie and Black Séas Zone Board.shell consist

of members representing Denmerk, Norway, Poland, U.S.S.R. and U.X.,
under the Presidency o;_t‘ 2 Soviet Naval Offieer. Reﬁresentatives
of Bulgoeric, Finlond, Germany, Italy and Roumani:a shall he sumﬁoned
to attend 23 required by the Board, to give information and to
recelve directions. Sweden and Turkey shall be invited to send
observers to the Board. The Soviet Govermment considers the Danube
to belong to the Zone of the Barents, Baltic and Black Seas and it
hes already carried 6ut a consideratle amount of minesweeping of
the river,.

Kntternat, Baltic Stroits and their Approaches Zone Board

11. The Kottegot, Baltic Stroits and their Approsches Zone Board
shall consist of members representing Demmark, Norway, Poland,

the U.S.5.R., 2nd the U.K. The Presidency of.this Board shall be
held for slternate periods bty a2 British and Soviet Naval Officer.

A representative of Germony shzll be summoned to attend 23 required
hy the Board to give informetion 2nd to receive instructions., Sweden
shall te invited to send @n cbserver to the Board.

allocation of Responsibility within the Zones

12, The allocation of responsidbility within the Zones is @ metter for
the decision of the respective Zone Boards. Ezch Power will undertake
the clecrance of its own cocstal waters and, in cddition, an cdjoining
erea in the open sea in proportion to the mineswebping forces available

or raode avellable to 1it. The / PP
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The Intellirence Offie=z of the Central Board

13. The Central Mine Clesrance Board shall estahlish a Central
Internctional Intelligence Office for the evaluation ana pranulgation
of mine clearaonce intelligence. It shall sonsist of 2n Executive
Cordttes end an Administrative Ssction. The Exssutive Camittee will
consist of representatives of merbers of the Centrel Board. The
orgenisotion of the administretive Seetion will be undertzken by the
British admiralty. To aeéure close linison between the Executive
Committee and the Administr=tive Scetion, the Senior Officer of the
Administrative Section will 2lso be a member of the Executive Commiftes.
1. Mine clearance intelligenco from the zones, after collation by the
Zone Boards will be received by the Central Internctional Intelligmence
Office in the nare of the Centrel Board, Information so received will
be plotted by the ~dninistrative Scetion for examination cnd evaluation
by the Executive Comaittec, and will be proulpgsted by tﬁe adriinistrative
Scetion in 2ecordance with the Brecutive Caxriittee's deciszions.

15, The maritinme Powers shzll be invited to cppoint representatives

in London, who might norrinlly te officers at their E:bessies, Legztions,
Consulates or High Camniésioners' Offices, with whon the Intelligence
Offico nmey have direct centoet. On receipt of intelligence fraom the
Zone Boards the Office shcll, with as little delay os possible,
distribute *Mine Warnings to Morirers® to these representetives for
onward trensmission to their respective Governnents.

16. The Office shall be responsible for its work to the Central Boarad.

/appendix "A™ seuse



APPENDEY *A®

Linitg of Rones in Eurcpean Waters

The limlts of the zones shall be as follows i~
Enst &tlantic Zone (1) The Eastern boundaries of the East
atlantic Zone shall be 2 line running
approximately along the meridian of North
Cepe (Nordkapp) (25° 47° Ebst-approxipately)‘
to the cozst of Norway; the Seandinavian
cocast to the Norwegian-Swédish frontier;
o line joining the Norwegian-Swedish
frontier to tip of the Skew; the Western
shores of Europe to Cape St. Vincent;
and a line joining Cape St. Vincent and
Cape Blanco (Norsh) (33° 09' North)
(8° 78! West). The Weétern boundary of
the East atlantic Zone shzll he the dividing
line between the British and american
strotegic arecs. .

Moditerranean Zone  (ii) The Western boundary of the Mediterranean

Zone shull be & line joining Cape St.
Vincent ond Cape Blanco; at its Eastern
end the Zore shall exclude the territorial
witers of Turkey.

Barents, Beltic and (iiil) The Western boﬁndqry of the Barents Sea area

Black Scas Zone shell coingcide with the Eastern boundary of

the Ezast Atlantic Zone Narth 2t approximntely
the meridian of North Cape (Nordkapp).

(iv) /
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Kottegnt, Baltic Straits

and their approaches Zone

- -

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

The woundary ¥etween the Baltic Sea
aree ond the Kattegnt and Baltic
approaches Zone shall be & line drawn
fren Ystad {Swoden) to the vicinity
of Lubeck.,

The Black 3e2 crea shall exclude the
Bospheorus 2nd the territoral waters
of Turkey.

The YWostern boundary of the Kattepgat,
Baltiec Straits and their Approachess
Zone shzll te o line joining the
Northern tip of the Skaw to the'
frontier of Norwey nnd.-3weden. The
Ezstern boundary sholl coinecide with
the YWestern boundnry of the Baltic

Sen wrea.



Diplomatie Corrcsnordence between H.M. Government

end Albanian Governmomt, October and November 1946
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Note conveyed to Albanian Governmont through tho Legation
in Belgrade, 26th October 1946. This note stated that
In vier of tho serious accidents whichoocurred rocently.to
two of His Majosty's warships passing through the Corfu
channcl, and of which tho Albaniur authoritlcs were no
doubt awaro, British minosweoping authoritics would
shortly awoep the chamol.,

{4 similor communication was mado to tho Grook Governmont),

.‘B-‘

aninn Noto of 3lst bor *
NOTE=VERBALE .

La Lggation d'Albanio, dfordro dnlson Gouverponont, a
1'honnour de porter & la conmaissance do 1l'imbassado de Grando
Bretogpe co qul sult:

"EN rolation avoc wotre dornlore Note en dato du 26 Octobre
1946 adressde & 1a Ligation d'Albanie a Bolgredo, lo Gouvernement
Llbanais & 1'honneur d'attirer l'attention du Gouvernement Britannique
du fait quo pour la deuxidmo fols des bateaux do guorre de la Grando
Brott;gm ont violo los oaux torritorialos albanaisca, sans avolr aucuno
outorisation du Gouvernoment Albapals ot de cotto manicre ont portd
atteinte 4 1'imtegrit§ do notre Payns 11 n'ost pes longtemps du
promior incident de Saranda, lorsque das mavires do guorro britanniques
sont entrés dans los eoux torritoriales albanaiscs, qu'il so ropato pour
1s douxidme fols ot dans uno &chele plus largo oncore, ¢ gestenon
amicel qui pourralt on avoir des consbdquences tristos,

Exactoment 1o 22 Octobre 1946 quatre batimonts de guerrc do la
flotto britammiquo sont ontrés dang les oaux territorialos albannisca.
Le promicr do eouxeci, qui protait le Nr. R.62 suivi d'un second batimont
qui protait lo Nr. R.41 sont, emtrés dans la beio do Sarando ot dams lcs

Jeaux albunnisos ese



Les deux autres betimomts naviguaiont aussi dans noseaux vis & vis

do Kakome ot do Borshi., Les gyptre batinents on qﬁcstion dtajont des
batcaux do gucrre ot d'anrds 1'Agenco Heute:r en date du 26 Octobre

. '1946 11s Etatent enclins dlouvrir lo rcu. .A la vedetto do la Marino
Albanaise qui s'ost renduo irmédiatement & la dircction des mavires do
guerro britb.nn:l.quos, pour domander dos oxpllcations do la violetion des
caux territorialos albanaisos ot pour leur ﬁr@ter 1'aido nécessaire, Gtant
domnd qu'il a &té obsorvd do 1a fundo ot du feu sortants d'un des
batimonts, 1'6quipage britannique d'uno facon non amicalo n'ﬁ pas daigné'
do donner aux marins albanais la molndre reponso exnlicativo,

Lo Gouvernment Albanais protests énérgiquement contre
pareilles incurslons de bafeaux do guerro bi‘itanniqucs dans ses caux .
territorinles sans son autorisation ot i1 les considéro commo des actcs
non anicaux ot en contradiction de toute lol intermationalo.

Do parells actes no servent absolument pas dans le but de
renforcerles relationg anicalos ontro nos deux pouples,  par conséquent
1c Gouvorrment 4lbanais ejoutc que dans 1'intérOt do 1'amitid do nos deux
peys ot dans 1'intérét commun do la Paix ot do la presporité’ entre les
plouleos du monde, do tolles actions doivent orondre fin et ne doivont pas
sa. * ropdter plus, pour &éviter ainsi des ineidents regretables.

En co qui concernc lo nottoy;lge du canal de Corfou mentionné dans
la Noto on date du 26 Octobre 1946, lo Gouvernoment filbanals a 1'thonneur
do port.or A votre connnissance quo on dehors de la zono dos oaux
toerritoriales do 1'Albanio, Il n'a pas aucuno objocticn powr votro
ontropriso et souligno aussi quo vos navires qui vont ontresrcndro
cotto opération nc doivont pas entra.:' en aucuno 'fn%on dans sos oaux
torritorinlos, soit dans la zono du canal soit en dchors de la zono du
canal,

Lo Gouvernoment ilbanais ne prend pas aucun rcsnonsabil‘ité
au cas quo cotto opération aura licu dans ses oaux territoriales ct 11
la considérera do nouveau corme uno violation flagranto do 1‘1ntcgrit6'
do son Pays, pour la sauvegarde dugquel colui-ci il a 4té ct il cst toujours
vigilant,"

La Lagation d'Albanie salsit cette occasion peur renouveler & 1'Ambassade du

Grande Britagne les assurances de sa haute consideration.
Belgrade, 13 31 Octobre,194h.
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Note Yo Albaninn Govornmopt dated 10th Noyembor 1946.

This noto, referring to tho yproevlous rotesof 26th and 3dst
October, informed tho Albanian Covornmont that swooping of “ho Corfu
channol would tcke place on 12tn Novomtor,

It made clcar that this was boing dono in accordanco with the
unanimous docision of tho Contral Mine Cloarasnco Board on lst November
that the channol should be roswont, It explaincd tha£ tho aroo to bo
swopt would bo Modri areas 18/32 and 18/34, as dofinod in thoe charts
of tho Central Board, trthich woro in tho nossossion of tho Albenian
Governmont. It added that no .ships would bo stationcd in Albanian
vators and that tho oporation would bo carried out in exactly tho samo
way as the originnl swooping donc in Octobor 1944 amd February 1945,
to vhich tho Albaninn Governmont railscd no objoctions,

-D-

(English Tronslation).

The Llbanion Govornmont is obligod to protest agaimst
unilatoeral doeision of His Ynjcsty's Govormment concorning the swooping
of tho Stralts of Corfu i.0. for lLlbaninn torritorial wators within
tho Straits, Thoy crpnot agrea that a soveroign country should bo faccd
in this way with a fait accompli,

Tho Albanian Government as statcd in its noto of October 3lst
docs not considor it inconveniont that the British floot should urdortako
tho swooping of wators of channol of navigation to onsuro passago of its
ships. In theso circumstances and bofore tho swocping is carriocd out, tho
albanian Governmont oonsider it indisponsablo to docide what aroa of the
soa should bo considcrod to constituto tho chonnol of navigation, To this

/ond olbanisn qee



end Albanisn Goverpment propose the establishment of a mixed Gemmission
competent to submit to the two Govefnﬁents an actual solutign, Albanian
Government at the same time request His [ljesty's Govern:renﬁ to draw tho
attention of all subordinate authorities; w7hea they underta'ts the awoeniiz
of the channel, to the necessity of ccn’iaing themselves sirictly to the
aweeping of determined pessage in stricw acccrdanc;e with gontents of His
Yajeaty's Government's note of October 10th, {a)

Any sweeping undertaken without the consent of the Albanian
Governmert o:tside the determined passage, i.e. inside Albanian territorial
waters where foreign war ships have no reason to sail, can only be considered
as a deliberate violation of Alhanian terrdtory and soveraignty.

The Albanian Government attaches particular importance to this
statement because the two British warships which were shipwrecked were
sailing as comnetent British authorities have themselves admitted, outside

the Stralis and within Albanisn territorial waters,

{a) Prasumably November 10th is intended.






EXHIBIT Y.

REPORT ON MINESWEEPING BY

FRENCH OBSERVER CAPITAINE DE FREGATE MESTRE
(IN FRENCH WITH ENGLISH TRANSLATION)




No566 . : S
ROME, le I6 Novembre I%46

ORIGINE : Capitaine de Frégate MESTRE Délégué Frengais au Burey
International des dragages pour la'zone,méditeran-
néene . o ‘

ADRESSEE au Capitaine BLA.CKBURN R.N. Président du Bu.reau Inter.
national des dragages pour la zone méditera.nnéene.

OBJET : Mission auprds du Contre—Am.ral Commandant l'o;pération
RETAIL les 12 & 13 Rovembre 1946 . :

sm.

J'a& 1l'honneur de vous rendre con;')fé‘ de ma miss on
auprés du Contre-Amiral KANAEAN R.N, Commandant- la CSI, chargé
de l'exécution de l'opération RETA L. '

Grace aux mesures qui furent priaea pour asaurer
mon transport raspide, aprés avoir apponté sur H.M,S. OCEAN,
Je fus transbordé en mer sur H,M.S, MAURITIUS batiment amiral,

L'opération prévue pour le jour D fut exécutée
normelement ; le dragage de la zone prévue pour les évolutions
du Support Group le jour suivent était terminé & la tombée de’
la nuit, A 20 heures je fus transbordé sur le dragueur B,Y.N,S,
n°® 2075 qui devait participer le lendemain & une partie du
dragage et devait &tre utilisé pour le transport du M.D, 0f-
ficer et de moi-m@me., A 7 heurea 30 le I3 Novembre ltopératioce
de dragage du chenal de CORFOU commenca avec 4 dragannns
B.Y.M.S5, 5 Pleet Minesweepers et 3 Danlayers . ..

La premiére passe fut exécutde par lea 4 B,Y.N.S.
dragues & babord qui parcourureat du Kord vers le Sud la limi-
~te Ouest du chenal, suivli & une certai ne distance par les 5
Fleet Minesweepers ., Au cours de cette passe, 2 mines vinrent
en surface, l'une fut ramenée sur la cote Nord de Corfou, l'a-
tre explosa dans la drague, La deuxidme passe fut fel te du Sud
au Nord par les 5 Flette Minesweepers suivis par 3 B,Y.M.S.
dragues & tribord ,Dans cettec zone qui était plus r sp prochée
que 18 précidente des eaux albanaises, 7 mines vinrent en sur-
face, Une troisiéme passe tut fal te du Nord vers le Sud, draguet
& babord, au cours de lsquelle I3 mines vinrent en surface ,

A la fin de cette passe le dragage du chenal de Corf!
pouvait 8tre considéré o mme terminé avec le résultat suivent!
I mines venues en surface
explosée dans une drague , '

D28 21 mines venues en surface, 2 furent remorquées
A terre sur 14 'sote Rord de Corfou,une fut coulée i coups de v
g1l, Les autres purent &tre coulées le jour mfme en raison
de la difficulté dg perforer leurs cogues avec des balles

. ma



Mes obaservations au sujet des mines venues en surface
_ sont les sunra.ntea : - '

I.= Le# 22 mifes draguéen étaient dans l'anclen chenal drague
ou dans son vomznage immédiat, '

2,= Les 8 mines que j'ai vues personnellement étalent celles .
draguées & la premidre et & la deuxidme paese ., Toutes lea 8 étaient
du zfne wmodile ‘que j'ai pu identifier comme le type allemand G.R.
gans antenne. i‘lotta.nte, avec 5 antennes (HORANS) et 90 livres d'dx-
ploaif ., Je ne pus rien dire des I3 mines draguéea & la troisdme
passe, n' a;fant ‘pas pu me rendre sur place avant la nuit, mais j'al
tout lieu de: supposer qu'elles étaient du méme type .

3.~ Les 8 mimes que j'ai vues moi-m8me étaient apparemment
4 1'eau depuis un temps que j'estime de l'ordre de & mois au
‘paximum et probablement moins , En effet aucune trace d4'oxydation
ni de coquillqggs_;ni d*herbes n'apparaissaient sur elles .,

J'el eu entre les mains plusieurs pidces provenant de la pre-

- midre mine qui e été désarmés par le M,D,0fficer : le détonateur

la charge primaire , les antennes avaient tous l'apparenca de pié--
ces neuves st i1l memble que le démontage des antennes Eimimmixxzienk
ait été trde facile, les antennea en plomb n'ayant pas ét€ adbimées
par les clés de démontage,

o= La densité des mines draguées augmentait au fur et &
mesure que les dragueurs pas2sient plus prés de la ofte ; 2 mines
2 la pramiérej pasaa, 7 nines & lea deuxiémt » 13 mines a4 la troieie~
ne , RS

5.~ Les mesures les plus rigoursuses ont été prises pour gue
l'opération ne pulese A aucun moment 8tre considérée comme une
provocati on aux yeux de la population aldanaise ,

e) Ja_mﬁiu les caions des dragucurs n'ont £té pointéh vera

la terre L
b)Interdiction avait été fal te aux dragueurs d'utiliser

leurs canons légers pour détruire les mines .

c)Seul le tir des ermes légires (fusile) était sutorieé
pour la destruction des mines ,

d)Les embarcations chargées de la destruction des mines
avaient la consigno de tirer sur les mines vers l'OuEB'I:/- done vers
le 1&1‘;’. .
@) Ces consignes ont été rigoureusement exécutées pea-
dant 1a période au coure de laquelle jle suie resté aur lea lieux
ou ¢{taient les mines en surface,

it



—3;

Pendant un certain temps j'al pu suivre & la jumelle
une embarcation naviguant assez prés de terre portamt un pavij.
lon rouge avec gquelques signes dans le rouge (je crois que ¢ty
le pavillon albanais) , Cetie embarcation a coroisé assez loip de
dragueurs sans jamais msews approcher & moinsde 3,000 ou 4,000 p.
tres , Aucun signal & ma connaissance n'a &té fait par elle,

Lz deuxidme mine ramenée & terre n'a pu en raison de 13,
8tre examinéde que le I4 Novembre , I1 y a tout lieu de croirs
que son aapect ne difrérait pas beaucoup de celle examinée le
I3 Novembre , ' : |

- CONCLUSIOR-

Le chenal de Corfou peut dorénavant 8tre considéré comme
ouvert &4 la navigwation de surface , Cet te opération de séewrit
permettra de raccourcir notablement les o mmunications maritir
eatre le Nord de la Grice et l*Adriatique et interesse partic.
lidrement les batiments de IRU.N.R.R.A.chargésdu ravitatllemen
des pays de 1l'Europe Centrale et Méridionale ,

Pour terminer je tiens & remercier les Autorités Britan.
niques de l'excellent accueil que j'ai trouvé sur les divers
batiments et avions qui m'ont transporté , Cet amccueil ainal
que les facllités de transport qui m'ont été données m'ont re
particulidrement agréable ma misasion d‘observateur .

le Capitaine de Frégate 'MESTRE
/,) (M .
o _
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Co:zaander LLISTRE, Trench lavy

French ’tc:u'csema..lve to the I T0i BO.Lu :

2)1':'. Nove.lver, 1946

Cama.ln BLAU..JME'.I Roy ral lavy,
President of the IED WA Boald.

Kinegweeping Og,eratlcms in Jorfu Channel.

Opcration de dragage dans le chenal Ge Corfu..

16 novembre dernier, au sujet de 1'opdr

V > . . A .
Dans le rapport que je vous ai reais a Rome le

ration de drqabe des mines

du chenal c¢e lorfu, je vous 2i endu corpte que ;J avais examine
les mines lossqu'elles étaient a l'eau et que je les avais
ide::..un...es cosme Etant Gu type allemend G.R,

e
)

. '} - 4 I \
. Pas suite de difficulte pour me conduire a terre avant
la.nuit, Jje n'avaifpu les observer moi mene sur le rivage., :

Les mincs ont ete ulterieurement ir ChSy o‘tces a. lalte
ou Jg les ai examined en détail le 25 novenbre, Sans aucun doute

possible ces aiines sont du type allemand G.Y. et non pas G.R.
Plusieurs caracteristicues que je n'avaiSpu controler a flot rendent
la confusion impossible entre ces deux types Ge nine . -

Diametre beaucoup pvlus ; rand au flotteur
de la mine G.Y.

Ge:.nture a laqualle sont soudes les deux
he:nlsnheres const:l.t.za.nt le flotteur.

Deux antennes ae fomte pm'tlm.zllere nonteé sur

Y
~ une piece coudee et qui ne sont pes v1s:|.ole;s lotfue

la mine est dens l'eay, Ytant rixe a 1'henisphere
inferleu:. Ia mine G.Y. est la plus grosse nine

a crapaud (moored mine); que j'ale jamais wue
(600 livres d’-'r‘los*f} .

Jtal pmf:l.te de cette v-site apnmfondi“ pour controler
que les marques peintes sur les mines etaient encore trcs visibles,

M/‘"' -

CAPITADNE DS F3GatE, 4 A4

Copies 'en francais :;

1 pour President IID.INICHN Board

1 pour Commender-in-Chief, Mediterrenean
1 pour llinistere de la A.Ia.rine ‘
1 pour Adniral Mediterranee, Algiers. -

vk



Translation of Reports on #Minesweeping frowm Capitaine de
Fregate Mestre (the French member of the Mediterranean Mine

Clearance Zone Board), forwarded to the President of the
Mediterranean Zone Board. - '

1. 16th November, 1946,

éir,

I have the honour to make the following report of my
mission with Admiral Kinahan, 1st Crulser Squadron, in charge of
"Operation Aetailt®,

Thanks to the measures taken to expedite my transport
after having landed on H.M.S. OCEAN, I was transferred at sea to
H.M.S. MAURITIUE, the Flag ship.

The operation, which was intended for D-Day was carried
out normally. The sweep of the 2one in which the Support Group
would be cruilsing, was finished by the same evening. &t 2000
hours, 1 was transferred to the winesweeper BYMS 2075, which was
going to toke part the following day in part of the sweep, and
which would also carry the Mine Disposal Officer as well as myself.
At 7.30 am, on the 13th November, the operation of clearing the
Corfu Channel began with four BYME Minesweepers and five Fleet
Minesweepers and three danlayars.

The first lap was carried out by four BYMS with thelir
sweeps to port working from North to South on the western limit of
the Channel, followed at & certain distance by the five Fleet
kintesweepers. During this lap-two mines came to the surface, one
was towed to the North Coast of Corfu, and¢ the other exploded in
the sweep. The second lap was made from South to North by the five
Fleet #inesweepers followed by three BYMS with aweeps to starboard.
In this zone, which was closer than the preceeding one to the i
Albanien shore, seven mines came to the surface. The third lap
was made from North to South with sweeps to port during which
thirteen mines came to the surface.

At the end of this lap the sweep of the Corfu Channel
could be considered as completed with the following results:

Twenty one mines came to the surface. (ne mine exploded in
the sweep. O0Of the twenty-one mines which came to the surface,
two were towed to the North Coast of Corfu, and one mine was
sunk by rifle fire, but the others could not be sunk that

day because of the difficulty of penetrating their shells
with ordinary ammunition.

My observautions on the subject of the mines which ceme
to the surface are as follows:

1) The twenty-two mines which were swept were in the channel
previously swept, or in tne immediate neighborhood.

2z) The eight mines which I saw myself were those swept
during the tirst and second laps. All the elgnht were
of the same kind, which I identified as German GR type .
without snzg lines with five horns ana 90lds of explosive
I cannot say anything -about the thirteen mines cut during
the third lap, as I could not get to the position before

nightfall, btut I have every reason to suppose they were



the same type.

3) The eight mines which I saw myself had apparently
been in the water for a length of time which I
should estimate at the maximum of six months and
probably less. There was no trace of rus& or marine
growth or barnacles apparent. I had in my hand
several pieces of thne first mine which was rendered
safe by the #ine Disposal Officer. The detonator and
the primer and the horns all had the appearance of
being new, and the unscrewing of the horns appeared
"to be very easy as the lead of the horns was not even
marked by the spanner,

4) " The density or the mines cut increased as the sweépers
got closer to the shore: two mines in the first lap,
seven In the second, and thirteen in the third.

5) The most rigorous precautions were taken to prevent
the operation at any time appearing provocative in
the eyes of the Albanian population:

a) ‘lhe guns of the minesweepers were never
pointed towards the shore.

b) The sweepers had been ordered not to use
their light guns to destroy the mines.

.} Only fire by small arms (rifles) was

“authorised for the destruction of floating
mines,

d) The boats which had the duty of destroying
mines had orders to fire at the mines to the
westward i.e., towards the open sea.

‘e) These orders were rigorously carried out
during the perlod I was on the spot where
mines had come to the surfatde.

During part of the time, I could follow with my bincculars
a boat cruising fairly close to the shore carrying a red flag with
some design (1 think it was thé Albanian flag). This boat
crulsed a fair distance from the sweepers and never came closer ’
than 3000 to 4000 metres. +s far as I know no sipgnal was made by her

The second mine brought ashore could not be examined
until the 14th November owing to the darkness. There is every
reason to believe that it did not differ in any respect from the
mine examined on the 13th November,

CONCLUSICL, The Corfu Channel can from now onwards be
considered open to surface navigation. This operation will allow for
a considerable shortening of the sea communication between North
Greece and the adriatic, and interest particularly the craft of
UNRRAwhich are engaged in bringing relief for countries of Central
and Southern Europe. '

To conclude I wish to thank the British Authorities for
the excellent welcome which was given me on board the various
ships and aircraft on which I travelled. This welcome and the
facilities for transport which were afforded me made my mission as
observer a particularly agreeable cne."

(Sgd) Le Capitasine de Fregate MESTRE



23rd November, 19.6.

Sir,

In the report I presented at Rome on thelé6th
November last, concerning the minesweeplng operations in the Corfu
Channel, I reported that I had examined the mines while they were

in th% water and that I had identified them as being of the German
G.R, type. '

Owing to the difficulty of getting ashore before nightfallj
I was not able to examine them personally on shore.

The mines were subsequently taken to Malta, vwhere I
examined them in detail on the 23rd November. Without any possible
doubt these mines are of the German GY type and not GR. Several
characteristics, which I had not been able to check while the mines
were afloat make it impossible to confuse these. types of mine.

ag The much greater diameter of the shell of the GY mine,

b) A ring to which the two hemispheres of the shell
are wvelded.

¢) Two horns of a peculiar shape, mounted on a bracket
{(elbow plece), which are not visible when the
mine is in the water, being fixed to the
lower hemisphere. The GY mine is the largest
moored mine T have ever seen (six hundred
pounds of explosive).

I took the opportunity of this close examination to
note that the marks painted on the mines are still easily readable.

(sgd) Le Caplteine de kregate
Mestre



AHIBIT YI_ (e

. PHOTOGRAPHS OF MINES FOUND IN THE SWEPT CHANNEL
ON 13TH NOVEMBER, 1946




Vi (a

aF FOUMD IN THE SWEPT CHAN NQVEMBER,, 1

A, 1
R e
tarrant Officer Powning securing a tow rope to mine No. 2
swept by H.L.S. "SKIPJACK® at 1124 on 13th November off
Saranda, MUine No.l had exploded., The Albanian coast is
seen in the batkground,
A, 2

Mine No.2 being brought ashore on the rugged coast ef Corfu.









EXHIBIT VI (a)
PHOTQGRAPHS OF MINES FOUND IN THE SWEPT CHAKNEL
ON 13TH NOVEMBER, 1946



EZHIEBIT VI (s}

OTOGRAPHS OF MINES FOUND IN THE SKHE b 13TH K ER, 1

All nines swept wers identified as German "I type. The two
nires shich were dismantled hed all seven horns in place, aend
the fresh paint on the casing and the grease on the mooring
wire showed that the m.pes bad only been a short time in the
water,



Type C. Mechanism plate of the German "Y* tiype mine, The photograph
snows the firing mechanism and electric leads which connect to the
contact horns on the outer cacing of the mina,






PHOTOGRAPHS OF .MINES FOUND IN THE SWEPT CHANNEL
ON 13TH NOVEMBER, 1946






The second mine recovered elter beingz dismentled eshore., The mine
like the first one, wes found tc be in new conditiocn end with fresh
oeint on the case snd ~resse n1 the mooring wire, The mechenism
plrte from this mine is shown in P otogrenh A, 6.






PHOTQGRAPHS OF MINES FOUND IN THE SWEPT CHANMEL
ON_13TH NOVEMBER, 1946 '
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B.Y,.l,5. hinesweeper 2075 on board which the French observer, Captain de
Fregate lLestre witnessed the liinesweeping,

shown in the foreground.

Cne of the mines swept is

The fresh paint and lack of seaweed indicates

that the mine can only recently have been laid, The Albanian Coast ie

seen in the beckground,






EXHIBIT VI _ {c)

PHCTQGRAPHS OF MIKES FOUND_IN THE SWEPT CHANNEL

ON 13TH NOVEMBER, 1946






B TR
R S

One of the mines swept off Seranda. The coast of Albenla 18 in

the background.
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EXHIBIT Vi _(d

PHOTOG. F_MINES FQUND IN THE SWEPT CHAKNEL
Ol 13TH NOVEMBIR, 1946



"FROM: THE SUPERINTENDENT, ADMIRALTY MINING ESTABLISHEENT, LEIGH PARK
HOUSE, NR. FAVANT, HANTS,

M N_OF GERMAN M LT,

The mine was in good condition externally and internally, much paint
remaining on the spherical shell and only slight truces of marine growth on
the mechanism plate. A seriasl number D.5.161 was vieible on the shell upper
hemisphere. Originally in red paint, the number had been recently painted over
in white. Each of the seven lead horns carried a red paint ring near the tip,

The mine is identified as & German G.Y of the "EMC,II® class (German
title) which was designed im 1942/43 for use with 6 metres (20 ft.) 2 inch
chain mooring, and 100 metres (50 fathom) 1.9/16 inch stranded steel mooring
rops, This ¢lass of mine was put into service by the Germans largely in 1944,
in the North Ses and the Mediterranean,®









E:H;Bir vi_f{e)

MARINE GROWTH ON MINES
THE AVOUNT OF MARINE GROWTH FQUND ON A MINE IS AN

INDIGATICN OF THE LENGTH OF TIME THE MINE HAS BEEN
IN THE VATER



EIBIT v e

.

From experience of nineswseping and minelaying it has been escertained that
karine Growth mill mccumulate on mines leid at depths down to twenty fmet below
the surface at the rate of three inches in thickness in three to six months,

The photographs shown here are of mines being recovered two to thres years
after layings and should be compared with photographe of mines found off the
Albanian coast shovn in Exhibits VI {a) to {d}.
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EXHIBIT VI {e)

e ———

MARINE GRCKTH ON MINES

THI AMOUNT OF MARINE GROWTH FOUND ON A MINE 1S AN

1y
INDICATIGH OF THE LENGTH OF TIWE THE MINE HAS BEEN

! WATER




EXHIBIT v [

Pron experience of'nineanoeping and ninelaying 4t hes been ascertained that
Marine Growth will accumlate on mines laid at deptns down to twenty feet below the
purface at the rate of three inches in thiokness in three te Bix months,

The photogrephs shown hers are of mines being recovered two to three years

after laying and should be conpared with photographs of mines found off the Albanisn
coast shown in Exhibits VI (a) to (8).
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EXHIBIT VII

Chart showing position of mines
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EXHIBIT VIIiI

CHART SHOWING DEFERCES OVERLOOKING THE

BAY QF SiR&NDA (PORTA EDDA) AND THE TRACK OF H,M. SHIPS

e

ON_PASSAGE ON_15TH MAY






EXHIBIT 1IX

Affidavit sworn by Captaih of U.N.N.R.A. vessel
which was fired on on October 29th, 1946.




v

EXHIBIT X,

Fhotegraph of small eraft

prepared for minelaying.



CEXHIBIT 12

B

ﬁ?ﬁ:ﬁIVIT,E-

.i;of PQL.é26%é4#b..i4a )Qpagfq'f‘j?,}Fv

TE'Maater Hariner, make Oath “and aay ‘88 rollowss-f"'

, I'wae Haster of the TANAD tug FVbe12;'and et
“about 2100 hours on 29th October, 1946 I wab proceeding
with three U.H.R.R.A. barges 1ln tow, Southwarde in the
North Corfu Channel when I was fired op from the Albanlan
- shore. The position of my vessel was approxinately halfway

down the channel and less than % mile from the Altanian
coast. The night was noonless and the sky overcast.
Vessel was burning all navigation lighte. The {ire was -
well dlrected and most of the shots fell across the
vessel's bow although some straddled her. They appeared
to have Deen fired in three burests from a heavy automatic
Zun although rifle fire was aleo heard. On reallsing ny .
denger, I headed the vessel towards the Corfu coast and
was shortly Joined by a Greek motor leunch which had been
attracted to the scene By the sound of firing. Ve
exchanged nespgages as to 1dentity, and the notor launch
escorted us to Corfu where we arrived at 0100 hours next
day. On exanination in daylight, neither tug nor barges
were found to have been hit. ) .

Witness ny hand this W%M. . day of

gwwﬁf?., ., 19 45.‘: h

SJORN at Viare;glo, a place srithin the Coneular
Dietrict or‘“lorence, vefore ne: .

ARITIEH P=5. Consul







EXHIBIT LI.

Chart showing routes of

Alreraft on Oct. 22nd and 23rd,






SALES AGENTS OF UNITED NATIONS PUBLICATIONS
DEPOSTTAIRES DES PUBLICATIONS DES NATIONS UNIES

Argentina—Argentine
Editorial Sudamericana
S.A.
Alsina 500
Buexos Ames

Australia—Australie

H. A. Goddard Pry. Ltd.
233a George Street
Sypney

Belgivm—Belgique .
Agence et Messageries de 1a
Presse

14.22 rue du Pemil
Bpvxrrirs

Bolivia—Boltvre
Librerfa Cientifica y
Literara
Avenida 15 de Julio, 216
Casilla 972
La Paz

Canada ,
The Ryerson Press
299 Queen Street West
ToronTO

Chile—Chilt
Edmundo Pirarmo

Merced 846
SANTIAGD

China—Cbine

The Commercial Press Ltd.

211 Honan Road
Siananal

Costa Rica—Costa-Rica
Trejos Hermanos
Apartado 1313
San José

Cuba

La Casa Belga
René de Smedt
O'Reilly 455
LA HaBana

Crechoslovakia

Techécoslovaquie
F. Topic :
Narodni Trida 9
Paaua 1

Denmark—Danemark
Einar Munskgaard
Norregade 6
K JORENIIAVN

Dominican Republic

Républiqgue Dominicaine
Libreria Dominicana
Calle Mercedes No. 49

Apartado 656
Ciunap TRUJILLO

Printed in the U. 8. A

Ecvador—Eguatenr
Mufioz Hermanos y Cia
Nueve de Octubre 703
Casilla 10-24
GUAYAQUIL

Egypt—Egypte
Librairic “La Renaissance
d'Egypte”
9 Sh. Adly Pasha
Caro

Finland—Finlande

Akateemninen Kirjakauppa
2, Keskuskatu
HevLsnkr

France

Editions A. Pedone
13, rue Soufflot
Parrs, Ve

Greece—Gréce
“Ele[theroudakis”
Librainie intemationale
Place de 1a Constitution
ATHENES

Guatemala
José Goubaud
Goubaud & Cia Leda.
Succsor
52 Av.SurNo.6y9aC. P.
GUATEMALA

Haiti—Haitz
Max Bouchcreau
Librairie “A Ia Caravelle”
Boite postale 111-B
PoaT-AUu-PRINCE

India—Irde
Omgoord Book & Stationcry
Sci.mi.ia House
New DeLut

Iran
Bangahe Piaderow
731 Shah Avenue
" TENMERAN

Iraq—Irak
Mackenzie & Mackenzie
The Bookshop
Bagripap

Lebanon—Liban

Librairic universclle
BEYROUTH

Necherlands—Pays-Bas

N. V. Martinus Nijhoff .
Lange Voorhout 9
2'GRAVENHAOE

Price in the United Scates: 40 cents

New Zealand

Nouvelle-Zélande
Gordon & Gotch
Waring Taylor Street
WELLINGTON

Norway-—Norvége
Norzsk Bokimpert A/S
Edv. Storms Gate 1
Osvo :

Philippines
D. P. Pérez Co.
132 Riverside
San Juan

Sweden—Suéde
AD C. E, Fritzes Kungl
Hofbokhandel
Fredsgatan 2
STOCKHOLM

Switzerland—S#isse
Librairie Payot S. A,
LausaNne, GExEve, VEVEY

MonTtrEUX, NEUCHATEL,
Bexne, BasteL

Hans Raunhardt
Kirchgasse 17
Zuricn 1

Syria—Syrie
Librairie universelle
Damas

Union of South Africa

Union Sud-Africaine
Central News Agency Ltd
Commissioner & Rissik Sts.
JonaNKESBURQ

United Kingdom
Royaume-Uni
H.M. Stationery Office
P.O. Box 569
Lonpon, S.E. 1
and at H.M.5.0. Shops at
LoxooN, EpiNBursH,
MANCHESTER, CARDIFF,
BerrasT and BristoL

United States of America
Etats-Unis &' Amérique
Internmational Documents
Service
Columbia University Press
2960 Broadway
New York 27, N. Y.

Yugoslavia~Yougoslavie
Dmv[no Pr]igw]{.n
Jugoslovens ji
Moskovska UL 36] &

BEOGRAD
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