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Seventy-sixth session

Agenda item 22 (a)

Globalization and interdependence: science, technology and
innovation for sustainable development

Letter dated 25 March 2022 from the Permanent Representative of
Portugal to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General

On behalf of the co-organizers of the virtual event celebrating the seventh
International Day of Women and Girls in Science, held on 11 February 2022, I have
the honour to transmit the outcome document signed by 53 Member States, the
African Union and the European Union (see annex).

We would be grateful if the present letter and its annex were circulated as a
document of the General Assembly, under item 22 (a).

(Signed) Francisco Duarte Lopes
Permanent Representative
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Annex to the letter dated 25 March 2022 from the Permanent
Representative of Portugal to the United Nations addressed to
the Secretary-General

Outcome document of the seventh International Day of Women
and Girls in Science, on the theme “Equity, diversity and
inclusion: water unites us”, New York, 11 February 2022

We, the Permanent Representatives of States Members of the United Nations
and Permanent Observers to the United Nations, having met virtually at United
Nations Headquarters in New York on 11 February 2022,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 70/1 of 25 September 2015, entitled
“Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”,

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 70/212 of 22 December 2015, in
which the Assembly proclaimed 11 February the International Day of Women and
Girls in Science, and in which, for the first time, the Assembly recognized women
and girls in science as agents of change,

Recalling further General Assembly resolution 76/213 of 17 December 2021 on
science, technology and innovation for sustainable development, Assembly resolution
71/222 of 21 December 2016, in which the Assembly proclaimed the International
Decade for Action, “Water for Sustainable Development”, 2018-2028, as well as
Assembly resolution 75/212 of 21 December 2020 on the United Nations Conference
on the Midterm Comprehensive Review on the Implementation of the Objectives of
the International Decade for Action, and Assembly resolution 76/153 of 16 December
2021, in which the Assembly reaffirmed the right to safe and clean drinking water and
sanitation as a human right and recognized that right as an essential element for
human life, health and dignity,

Reaffirming Security Council resolution 1325 (2000) of 31 October 2000 on
women and peace and security and all subsequent resolutions,

Taking note of the outcome document of the United Nations Conference on
Climate Change, held in Glasgow, Scotland, dated 13 November 2021, and the
Glasgow Declaration for Fair Water Footprints,

Taking note also of the Generation Equality Forum, co-hosted by Mexico and
France in 2021, in particular its Action Coalition on Technology and Innovation for
Gender Equality, created in partnership with civil society, Governments, women
activists, youth, international organizations and the private sector to catalyse action,
drive investment and deliver concrete, game-changing results for gender equality and
the empowerment of all women and girls,

Looking forward to the sixty-sixth session of the Commission on the Status of
Women, to be held from 14 to 25 March 2022, at which the priority theme of achieving
gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls in the context of climate
change, environmental and disaster risk reduction policies and programmes will be
considered,

Looking forward also to the high-level symposium on water, to be held in
Portugal on 27 June 2022 in the margins of the second United Nations Ocean
Conference from 27 June to 1 July 2022, and the second High-level International
Conference on the International Decade for Action, “Water for Sustainable
Development”, 2018-2028, to be held in Dushanbe from 6 to 9 June 2022, as well as
the Midterm Comprehensive Review of the International Decade for Action in 2023,
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Welcoming the celebration of the seventh International Day of Women and Girls
in Science and the partnership between the Royal Academy of Science International
Trust and Member States, United Nations agencies and other relevant organizations
in supporting, promoting and empowering all women and girls in science,

Welcoming also Cansu Global and the Cansu Global capital fund, established by
the Royal Academy of Science International Trust to, respectively, contribute to the
implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 6 and its targets and to provide
follow-up to the present outcome document, as well as the Cansu Science, Innovation,
Transformation and Education International Platform initiative and other Royal
Academy of Science International Trust initiatives aimed at supporting, promoting
and empowering all women and girls in science,

Building on the outcome documents endorsed by Member States at the previous
International Day of Women and Girls in Science assemblies in 2018, 2019 and 2020,

Building also on the outcome document of the Women Water Forum held in
Dushanbe on 19 June 2018 on the theme “Women for water: bridging voices to
action”,

Deeply concerned about the increasing global water challenges and the limited
progress in achieving universal and equitable access to water and sanitation for basic
domestic and productive needs, including menstrual hygiene management, and their
impact on achieving gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls,

Noting with concern that, while some progress has been achieved in the
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the
underrepresentation of women and girls and their challenges in achieving full
integration in water-related sciences still persist, and that women continue to be
underrepresented in, among other things, policymaking, implementation of United
Nations instruments, financing, capacity strengthening, skills provision, research and
development, regional integration, access to economic resources and political
participation, leadership and decision-making at all levels,

Recognizing that the promotion of a human rights-based approach to water,
including equity, diversity and inclusion, as well as non-discrimination, is
indispensable to the achievement of sustainable development, and that equity in
science, technology and innovation should encompass the economic, social and
environmental dimensions of sustainable development in a balanced and integrated
manner,

Acknowledging the importance of enhancing an intersectional and
multi-stakeholder approach that directly involves all women and girls, as actors,
including those from university associations and business representatives, in science,
technology and innovation, while collaborating actively with relevant international
and regional organizations,

Recognizing that gender-responsive investment in science-based and green
technology-based solutions and programmes for water is a process, not a project,
requiring constant political will and support for gender equality in science,
technology and innovation to foster socioeconomic sustainable development, decent
job creation and enhanced well-being,

We, who are setting out an ambitious and transformational vision of the
role of all women and girls in all fields of science in achieving the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development,

Urge Member States to empower and invest in the education of girls in science,
technology, engineering, the arts and mathematics from early stages, including
primary education onwards, and to empower women at higher education institutions
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and public research organizations as essential actors of the science, technology and
innovation ecosystems in order to build a solid and relevant human capital base and
enhance research and development;

Also urge Member States to engage women and girls in science in national,
regional and international dialogue involving all innovation system actors, focusing
on the relationship between water innovation and research, economic growth and
society at large and exploring the move from science, technology and innovation
policy to policy for equity, diversity and inclusion in science, technology and
innovation;

Commit to supporting and encouraging the full, equal and meaningful
involvement and participation of women and girls in science, technology and
innovation for water security, management and sustainable development, and
acknowledge their contributions and potential as agents of change;

Encourage Member States, intergovernmental organizations, the private sector,
civil society and other stakeholders to cooperate with the Cansu Science, Innovation,
Transformation and Education International Platform initiative, Cansu Global and the
Cansu Global capital fund in view of supporting the full achievement of equal access
to and participation of women and girls in science, as well as accelerating the
implementation of solutions that address challenges in a holistic and forward-looking
way, especially in the water sector;

Also encourage Member States to involve women and girls with disabilities in
science and to enable them as agents of change and beneficiaries in all stages of the
sustainable development cycle, programmes and decision-making;

Recommend that Member States include women scientists and experts from
different disciplines in viewing water challenges and defining synergies and
complementarities for holistic water for sustainable development solutions and
gender-responsive programmes from an intercultural perspective;

Invite Member States to include science-based water strategies in national
economic and infrastructure plans and place equity, diversity and inclusion at the
centre of water policies, programmes, services and integrated water resources
management to ensure that water remains available, accessible and affordable for all,
including for all women and girls who face multiple and intersecting forms of
discrimination;

Call upon Member States to consider sustainable financing from all sources for
women and girls in science, namely in support of their research, and its open
publication, on Sustainable Development Goal 6 and related global challenges,
making information accessible to all, including in Braille, in order to leave no one
behind;

Also call upon Member States to invest in equity, diversity and inclusion in
water sciences for inclusive green growth in national, regional and international
development agendas, including new research infrastructures and centres of
excellence, in order to foster research and development;

Urge Member States to increase their voluntary financial, technical and
logistical support for training efforts for women in science on diplomacy for peace
and security to ensure increased representation of women in science at all decision-
making levels in national, regional and international institutions, and also urge the
United Nations and its agencies, funds and programmes to expand the role and
contribution of all women in science, including those with disabilities, at
Headquarters and in the field;
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Encourage Member States to increase the full, equal and meaningful
participation of all women in science in decision-making at all levels in the public
sector, including in diplomacy and foreign policy;

Recognize the role of the media, communication and the arts in strengthening
the role of women and girls in science, in particular as related to water and the
environment;

Encourage the forthcoming conferences of the United Nations, as well as other
global forums and efforts for sustainability, to take into consideration the critical roles
of women and girls in science, technology and innovation in explaining and
responding to global challenges, including as related to water.

(Signed) Elisenda Vives Balmaiia

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of the Principality of Andorra
to the United Nations

(Signed) Maria del Carmen Squeff
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of Argentina to the United Nations

(Signed) Mher Margaryan

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Armenia
to the United Nations

(Signed) Alexander Marschik
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of Austria to the United Nations

(Signed) Philippe Kridelka
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of Belgium to the United Nations

(Signed) Doma Tshering

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of the Kingdom of Bhutan
to the United Nations

(Signed) Ronaldo Costa Filho
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of Brazil to the United Nations

(Signed) Lachezara Stoeva

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Bulgaria
to the United Nations

(Signed) Julio César Freire De Morais

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Cabo Verde
to the United Nations

(Signed) Milenko Esteban Skoknic Tapia
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of Chile to the United Nations
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(Signed) Rodrigo A. Carazo
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of Costa Rica to the United Nations

(Signed) Ivan Simonovié

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Croatia
to the United Nations

(Signed) Andreas Hadjichrysanthou

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Cyprus
to the United Nations

(Signed) Jakub Kulhanek
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of the Czech Republic to the United Nations

(Signed) Martin Bille Hermann
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of Denmark to the United Nations

(Signed) Cristian Espinosa Caiiizares
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of Ecuador to the United Nations

(Signed) Sven Jiirgenson

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Estonia
to the United Nations

(Signed) Satyendra Prasad
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Fiji to the United Nations

(Signed) Jukka Salovaara
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of Finland to the United Nations

(Signed) Nicolas de Riviére
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of France to the United Nations

(Signed) Antje Leendertse
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of Germany to the United Nations

(Signed) Maria Theofili
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of Greece to the United Nations

(Signed) Zsuzsanna Horvath
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of Hungary to the United Nations

(Signed) Geraldine Byrne Nason
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of Ireland to the United Nations

(Signed) Maurizio Massari
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of Italy to the United Nations
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(Signed) Martin Kimani

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Kenya
to the United Nations

(Signed) Andrejs Pildegovics

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Latvia
to the United Nations

(Signed) Amal Mudallali
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of Lebanon to the United Nations

(Signed) Rytis Paulauskas

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Lithuania
to the United Nations

(Signed) Olivier Maes
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of Luxembourg to the United Nations

(Signed) Vanessa Frazier

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Malta
to the United Nations

(Signed) Juan Ramoén de la Fuente
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of Mexico to the United Nations

(Signed) Gheorghe Leuca

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Moldova
to the United Nations

(Signed) Omar Hilale

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of the Kingdom of Morocco
to the United Nations

(Signed) Yoka Brandt

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary

Permanent Representative of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
to the United Nations

(Signed) Carolyn Jane Weatherall Schwalger
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of New Zealand to the United Nations

(Signed) Tijjani Muhammad Bande
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of Nigeria to the United Nations

(Signed) Enrique Austria Manalo

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Philippines
to the United Nations
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(Signed) Krzysztof Maria Szczerski

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Poland
to the United Nations

(Signed) Francisco Duarte Lopes
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of Portugal to the United Nations

(Signed) Alya Ahmed Saif Al-Thani
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of the State of Qatar to the United Nations

(Signed) Cho Hyun

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Korea
to the United Nations

(Signed) Ion Jinga
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of Romania to the United Nations

(Signed) Valentine Rugwabiza

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Rwanda
to the United Nations

(Signed) Damiano Beleffi

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of the Republic of San Marino
to the United Nations

(Signed) Michal Mlynar
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of the Slovak Republic to the United Nations

(Signed) Bostjan Malovrh

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Slovenia
to the United Nations

(Signed) Agustin Santos Maraver
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of Spain to the United Nations

(Signed) Anna Karin Enestrom
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of Sweden to the United Nations

(Signed) Pascale Christine Baeriswyl
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of Switzerland to the United Nations

(Signed) Jonibek Hikmat
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Tajikistan
to the United Nations

(Signed) Karlito Nunes

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary

Permanent Representative of the Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste
to the United Nations
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(Signed) Bakhtiyor Ibragimov

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Uzbekistan
to the United Nations

(Signed) Fatima Kyari Mohammed
Ambassador
Permanent Observer of the African Union to the United Nations

(Signed) Bjorn Olof Skoog
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Head of Delegation of the European Union to the United Nations
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