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ASSIST/,NCE TO PALESTINE REFUGEES 

Resolution adopted by the General Assembly at its 

163rd plenary meeting on 19 November 1948 

WHEREAS the problem of the relief of Palestine refugees of all 

communities ia one of immediate urgency and the United Nations Mediator on 

Palestine 1n hie progress report of 18 September 1948, part Three, states 

that "action must be ta.ken to determine the nedAssary measures ( of relief) 

und to provide for their implementation" and that "the choice is between 

saving the lives of ma.~y thousands of people now or permitting them to die", 

WHEREAS the Acting Mediator, in his supplemental report of 

18 Octo"oer 1948, declares that rrthe situation of the refugees is now 

criticul" and that "aid must not only be continued but very greatly 

increased if disaster is to be averted", 

WHERE/,S the alleviation of conditions of starvation and distress among 

the Palestine refugees is one of the minimum cond1tions for the success of 

tne efforts of the United Nations to bring peace to that land, 

THE GENERi.L .ASSEMBLY 

l. :EXPRESSES its thenks to the Governments and orgenizations which, 

~nd the individual persons who, have giv9n assistance djrectly or in ... 
response to the Mediator's appeal; 

2. CONSIDERS on the basis of the h.cting Mediator's recommendation, 
' 

thct a sum of approximntely $29,500,000 will be required to provide relief 

for 500,000 _refugees for a period of nine months from 1 December 1948 to 

31 /,uguet 1949, and thnt an ndditiono.l e.mount of ll.pproximately $2,500,000 

will be required. for ll.dministrative :J.nd local operntional expenses; 

3. J,1JTHORIZES the Secretary-GBnero.l, in consultation with the 

,·.dvisory Cammi ttee on· ,\dministrative and Budgetary 0uestions, to advance 

immediately n sum of up to $5,000,000 from the Working Capital Fund of the 

United Nations, the said sum to be repaid before the end of the period 

specified in pnragraph 2, from the voluntary governmental contributions 

requested lUlder pn.ni,graph 4; 

/Ji.. UBGES 
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4. URGES all States Members of the United. Nations to make as soon as 

possible voluntary contributions in kind or in funds sufficient to ensure 

that the anount of supplies and funds required is obtained, and states that, 

to this end, voluntary contributions of non-membor states would also be 

accepted; contributtons_in funds may be mado in currencies other than the 

United States dollar, in so far as the· o:perntions of the relief organization 

can be carried out in such currencies; 

5. AUTHORIZES the Secrotary-G-eneral to establish a S:p3cial Fund 

into which contributions shall be paid, which will be administered ns a 

.•:u "Ja.ro.to account; 

6, AUTHORIZES tho Secretary-General to e:x:pend the funds receivod 

under paragraphs 3 and 4 of this ros~lution; 

7. INSTRUCTS tho Socroto.ry--Gon0ral, in consul tat ion with the 

Advisory Ca:mni ttee on Adru.nistrn ti vc and Bud.8etnry Questions, to ooto.blish 

· iguln tions for tho cd.rnini stra tion and supervision of the Fund; 

8. REQUESTS tho Socretary-Goneral to tako all necessary stops to 

oxtond aid to Pnl.eetine rofugoos and to establish euch administrative 

orgn.nizntion us mn.y be ro~uirod for.this purpose, inviting the assistance 

0f the appropriate ngencios of the sovoral Govornt'l.0nts, tho specialized 

nscncics of tho United Nations, the United Na.tions International 

"hild.r(m I s Erergency Fund., tho Internn tionn.l COO!littoe of th0 Red Cross, 

~he Lcnguo of Rod Cross Sociotios Qnd othor voluntary agencies, it being 

~ocognizcd tho.t the po.rticiput1on of voluntary orennizations,in tho relief 

:plo.n would in no way dorogD. to fron th:J principlo of impn.rtinli ty on tho 

b~sis of which the assist~nco of these orgnnizQtion8 is being soliciwd; 

9. REQUESTS tho Socrotnry-GJnernl to D.ppoint n. Director of United. 

=~'.;. tions Relief for Pclostino Rofueoo fJ, to whon ho my delegn. t0 such 

rn sponsi bili ty c..s ho r.i..r::y consider np:propria t0 for the overall pli:mning 

r:nd inplor,,::int2.ti0n o:' the roliof progra..-rr10: 

10. ,"..GRSES to the convoking, o.t the, discretion of the Secretn.ry-GenJITl; 

.f ·.:n nd hoc a.d-risory comi ttoo of soven ronboro to be selected_ by tho 

ProrJidcnt of tho Gencro.l Asser.1bJ.y to which tho Socrotnry-Gonoral r:iay suor15.t 

:~n:r D!:l. tt0r of principle or policy upon which he would like the bonefi t 

:f th1
.: CC:-7li ttco I s .'.'..clvic:.;; 

ll. RE~lESTS thl: Svcrotnry.:.C:.,mornl to continuo n.nd to cxtond th0 

::,pl,.::::-.:;r..t.c', t:!.on of tho :pr·.J c,ont ruliof ~rogrer1:-"J, until the ru:chinory 

~~r;.Nidud for by tho pr0cont rucolution is Got up; 

1,'. URGES tJv; World Hlit::.l th Orsanizo. tion, tho Food. 1:u1.d Agriculture 

;rg·.ni:ntbn, th,: Intorn.::.tional R,:;fugoo Ore;:.:nize.tion, the United N[ltions 

/Intornn.tioro.l 
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Intur:1:1tio11D.l Children' G :2n_;q::;,-:,nc~, Fund., '~nd 0-::.hcr c.p:Jropri~;-::2 :;;rgo..r,iz:, ti:r . 

. ~nd agencies, o.ctiDB within the fre,nsw:::,r}'.: ::,f th0 r,.::li::;f :prrJcm!''l'l':; h0rcin 

"::;tabli:Jhed, pronptly to contri but•.: suppli'..;; :-:: , sp0cic.liZ';C. l:'·~ r,.,c::n0l c..nd 

:ther services porni ttvd by their constitutbr-.s o,nd th•;1r fir-.'..ncie.l 

rusources, to rolieve th0 d•...;r;p:;rc'.fo plie,h-t '.Jf Pc:.lsstin0 r(;fl.1£G•.:s of c.11 

corm.uni ties; . 
13. REQUESTS the SocrctQry--GDrlGr~l to report to th0 G0nernl Assenbly, 

at the next regular session, on the action taken aa a result of th1s 

resolution. 




