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ASSISTANCE TC PALESTINE REFUGEES

Regolution adopted by the Generel Asgembly at its
163rd plenary meeting on 19 November 1948

WHEREAS the problem of the relief of Palestine refugees of all
comrunities 1s one of immediate urgency and the United Nations Mediator on
Palestine in his progress repor{}of 18 September 1948, part Three, states
that "action must be taken to determine the nedessary meagures (of relief)
and to provide for their implemehtation" and that "the choice is between
saving the lives of many thousends of people now or permitting them to die",

WHEREAS the Acting Mediator, in his supplemertal report of
18 October 1948, declares that "the situation of the refugees 1s now
critical" and that "eid must not only be continued but very greatly
Increased if disaster 1s to be averted",

WHERE/AS the alleviation of conditions of starvation end distress among

the Palestine refugees is one of the minimum conditions for the success of

tne efforts of the United Nations to bring peace to that land,

THE GENER/L ASSEMBLY
1. EXPRESSES its thenks to the Govermments and orgenizations which,

and the individuel persons who, have giyen asgsigtance directly or in

response to the Mediator's eppeel;
2. CONSIDERS, on the basis of the Acting Mediator's recommendation,

thot a sum of approximately $29,500,000 will be required to provide relief
for 500,000 refugees for a period of nine months from 1 ﬁécember 1948 to
31 August 1949, and that an additional emount of approximately $2,500,000
will be required for administrative and local operational expenses;

3. AUTHORIZES the Secretary-General, in consultation with the
idvigory Committee on ~dministrative and Budgetary cuestions, to advance
immediately & sum of up to $5,000,000 from the Working Capital Fund of the
United Netions, the saild sum to be repald before the end of the period

‘gpecified 1n parsgraph 2, from the voluntary governmental contributlons

requested under paragraph b;

/4.  URGES
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L. URGES all States Members of the United Nations to make as soon as
possible voluntary contributions in kind or in funds sufficient to ensure
that the amount of supplies and funde required is obtained , and states that,
to this end, voluntary contributions of non-member States would also be
accepted; contributions_in funds may be mado in currencies other than the
United States dollar, in so far as the'operations.of the relief organization
can be carried out in such currencies; |

5. AUTHORIZES the Secrectary-Gensral to establish a Special Fund
Into which contributions shall be paid, which will be edministered as a
swoarate accounty :

6. AUTHORIZES tho Secretary-General to expend the funds received
under paragraphs 3 and 4 of this resolution;

7. INSTRUCTS the Sccrotory-General, in consultation with the
Advisory Comnlttee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions, toestablish
“)gulationé for tho cdministration and supervision of the Fund;

8. REQUESTS the Secretary-Gonsral to take &ll necessary steps to
oxtond aid to Palestine rofugees and to estabdlish such administrative
orgonization as may be requiroed for this purpose, inviting the assistance
of the appropriate agencios of the soveral Governments, the speciallzed
ngencles of the United Netions, the United Nations International
~hildren's Emergoncy Fund, the Internationnl Committee of the Red Cross,
the Leagus of Red Cross Socicties and othsr voluntary agencles, it belng
rocognized that the participation of voluntary organizations‘in the relief
plon would in no wey derogeto from the principle of impartiality on the
basis of which the assistence of these organizations is being solicited;

9. REQUESTS tho Secrotary-General to appoint a Director of United
ZWotions Relief for Pelustine Refugees, to whom he moy delsgats such
responsibility es he meoy consider appropriate for the overall planning
~nd implerentation of the rellef prograrme!

10. AGREBS to the conveking, ot the discretion of the Secretory-Genurol,
L on ad hoc edvisory cormittos of scven membors to be selected by the
Prosident of the Gemoral Assembly to which thu Sccrotary-Genersl may submit
uny matter of principle or policy upon which he would like the benefit
L the Cormiltice's advice;

1), REQUESTS the Sucrotary-Goneral to continuo and to extond the
Implementation of tho present rulief prograrme, until the mechinery
provided for by tho prosent rusolution is sct up;

1o. URGES ths World Heelth Organization, tho Food and Agriculture
Irgeaization, the Intornatlonel Refugee Orgenizetion, the United Notions
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Internatibnal Children's Zrwrgoncy Fund, =nd othor epproprints crgaﬁizatiin:
and agencles, acting within the fromswork of the rc;isf prosrorvre horoin
votablished, promptly to contribute supplicn, spucislized porscnnsl and
cther scrvices permitted by their constitutions and thuir f
rosoufces, to relieve ths dusporote plight of Palsctine refugeus of 211
cormunities; ’ .

13. ﬁEQUESTS tho Socrctary-Gonoral to report to the Goensral Assembly,
at the next regular session, on the action taken &8 a vesult of this

regolution,





