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On the Historical Process and influence of the Peaceful
Liberation of Tibet Autonomous Region, China

On May 23, 1951, the Agreement of the Central People's Government and the Local
Government of Tibet on Measures for the Peaceful Liberation of Tibet (the 17-Article
Agreement) was signed. The people of Tibet broke free from the fetters of invading
imperialism for good, embarking on a bright road of unity, progress and development with
all the other ethnic groups in China. Following the peaceful liberation, all the ethnic
peoples of Tibet, united under the strong leadership of the Communist Party of China
(CPC), have worked together in implementing the 17-Article Agreement, and stood firm in
safeguarding national sovereignty, unity and territorial integrity.

China is a unified multiethnic country with a long history. The Chinese nation is a
community of shared future. Tibet has developed through the combined efforts of all the
ethnic groups in China, and these are the peoples who have created its history. The
political, economic and cultural exchanges between Tibetans and other ethnic groups
throughout history have had an important bearing on the development of the Tibetan people
as an ethnic group. Abundant archeological and academic research shows that in times of
remote antiquity, the ancestral people inhabiting the Tibetan Plateau had close ties with the
Han and other ethnic groups in terms of blood, language, and culture.

Tibet has been an integral part of Chinese territory since ancient times, and one of the main
Tibetan-inhabited areas in China. In the aftermath of the Opium Wars in the middle of the
19th century, the UK-led imperialist powers began to cultivate the idea of “Tibet
independence”, intentionally undermining China's sovereignty and territorial integrity.

In October 1st 1949, the People's Republic of China was founded. To address the complex
and changing international landscape and the difficult situation in Tibet, and to satisfy the
Tibetan people's wish for liberation as soon as possible, Mao Zedong wrote a letter to the
CPC Central Committee while in Manzhouli on his way to the Soviet Union for a visit in
December 1949. In the letter, Mao made the strategic decision that “it is better for the PLA
to enter Tibet sooner rather than later.”

In October 1950, the victory at Qamdo gave the upper hand to the patriotic and progressive
forces within the local government of Tibet, and the political situation moved in the
direction of peaceful liberation. In February 1951, an “officials' meeting” of the local
government of Tibet decided to send a formal delegation to Beijing to conduct peace
negotiations with the Central People's Government. The 14th Dalai Lama expressed his
wish for peace talks in a letter to the Central People's Government. On April 29, the Central
People's Government and the local government of Tibet began official negotiations for the
peaceful liberation. After serious consultations and thorough discussions, they signed the
17-Article Agreement in Beijing on May 23.

The signing of the 17-Article Agreement symbolized the final liberation of all the Chinese
mainland, embodied the full sovereignty of the People's Republic in Tibet, united all forces
to safeguard overall social stability, ensured the enforcement of the CPC's ethnic, religious,
economic and cultural policies, and laid a solid political foundation for social development
and reform in Tibet.

The 17-Article Agreement gained the support of all ethnic groups and people from all
walks of life across the country. On May 28, 1951, the People's Daily published in full the
agreement in both Chinese and Tibetan accompanied by an editorial entitled “Supporting
the Agreement on Measures for the Peaceful Liberation of Tibet”. The article made the
point that this was the first step for the Tibetan people out of a dark and miserable past and
toward a bright and happy future. Assemblies and processions were held in Beijing, Xi'an,
Chongging, Chengdu, Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region, China and Inner Mongolia to
celebrate the signing of the agreement.

In 1959, democratic reform was carried out to abolish Tibet's feudal theocratic serfdom,
liberating millions of serfs and ensuring the fundamental interests of all ethnic groups in
Tibet.
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In 1965, Tibet established the socialist system and implemented regional ethnic autonomy,
bringing historic changes to Tibetan society. Since then, Tibet Autonomous Region made
great progress in many fields.

With reform and opening up in 1978, great progress has been made and the whole society
unleashed the productive potential and improved the lives and working conditions of the
people in Tibet.

In the new era, under the strong leadership of the CPC Central Committee with Xi Jinping
at the core and with the vigorous support of the whole country, Tibet has eradicated
extreme poverty. Enjoying a stable social environment, economic and cultural prosperity,
and a sound eco-environment, the people now lead better lives and live in contentment. A
brand new socialist Tibet has taken shape.




