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The q,uestion of unification of ma'!'"i t:tm'=' tor.nl"ge meaeu't'onJ8ut ·waG d. rat 

consid.ere:i by- the Trans-port ani Communications ·Commission l't 1 tt.i thi ~1 se~-i~ri~ 
The Commission recotm~~Bn:iei· t>t this aesaion th?.t Gove~-nm~nts ·be -~rp~ro~chei · i'o~: . 

• f - • • • • . ' " • . : •• - • • •• 

thq.t:r vie·WS. on the iesL~abili ty of more cener-al E~n1 e;lo::Jer eiherenco to the 

Oe~ ~les.Y 'The Economic en:i Social Cour~cil at i te ninth se-ssion. (G~neva; 
Jlll;y~August ~194·9) 'mith6rlze1. s1.ich ~n appl"Mch. 

The Commission at 1 ts fourth session cons1 ierei a l'"eport by the- Secretariat, 
.. ·'. 

inc.,ltil fng~"the'·V'lewa oJ' Memb·er Goverri.ment:-J 'an1.. a1o-ptei a :r.eooiut:to~ ~n the . sub~_ect •. 
- ' . ' - . . : ' . - . ·. ' ,, .... , ' .. "'~ ~ 

In thja •re·s-olution, it not'3-'i that· from the re--pliea of the Gove1·nments it r:rp:poaro1 · 
'- .. . . .. . . . · ... , __ "':::. 

thet many -c·ountries were riot pl"e}'mre·:t to contemplr-lte tha un1ftcation o-~" ni ... ~ t•i timn 
. _.: 

tdiln"!lg·e mee3urement- of ships on the basis of the Oelo Rt:les. IJ~ '-Jf.l}:t'::~se0Cl ·tiie'· 

opinion· thet-·e. solution to the ·problem ahoull be sought o·.n. a···basis of 'l#Ol;Ji .. wBe 

uniform! ty. It resolve1. that 1 t woU:id. be appropriate to l~av~ th_e ~~~-~-otion ~f . 
inter-govel"hmenta1 ·action tO the Inter-Govemcaeniial Marit.'irue c~nou:i.tativ~ 
Orgeniz·stlon (Dlbo) wi:.en it haa·· started. fuuot::oit~ and. ume1 Co.venmi~ta to 

ootl.tfil.\t&- ·tlieir &tudiee of thi9 -pro~lem. This; resolittion waa incl~ie::l in· ·the 

Comm1·8s1on1a re:port to the Eeonem:ie &..-1. Social Council. Furibennore,. :in·a. 

y+ -~'Ni~• :oalo "Rules a:re ,-~sica)::,Y· t':Hi · 11 ':::! tl7~· f.&B'titt4.e:J. 'Rf'l6"'.-..l:<tiO'l:t~ for T~J;~ge 
Measurement of Ships", pr~parod m1.ier tl~e a.u:1: ices of the LGE>gu.e of· Nations·· 
in 1939, which were attached, as en f<.!.l:'.1.ex 1 to t~e "Co:.~ve.ni.~on fvr a Uniform 
System of Tonnage Meaaure:nl'3nt of Shi:pa·· 1 ac .. o:pted by t:ne Conforet1ce on 
Tonnage Measu1~ment of Ships (Oslo, Ju.~e l947). 
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r&solutioa 012 'b1!e ''S:t tuatioa 1!1. regpee-4t O'f l"!t1f1eat1on of the ConYCi!tiom G::) t~a 
. "' 

Icter•Clovernmental. Marl time Cooaultati.ve Orgau1zat1on" whic!l the t3o~~il ad.cpted. 

at ita eleventh seeaion (ileneva, Jilly .. Augus1; l95tJ) 1 en the recotil'l".;en.d.s:i;ion of the 

Commieaio~, mention is made of the U21f1cation of maritime tannase mea~~r~$~t 
as one of tl:.e pro "olema for the handli~ of wh1.c!l IMCO ia the appf.p:prie:ta agency. 

The Secretal'j"•General commttD.ic::tte1 to Goverr..me!.4ta the :r-eool1.::~t:1::ln of· the 

Commission, with special reference to the paragraph in which the Governments vere 

urged to continue their stud.iea·. 
. ' ' 

Siuce the fota"th session of the CC!'l!if1.esicn, a rr:oet.i:-..g of tor-.;c:.age GXperta 

vas heli in Stockholm from 2 to 10 J~na J.950 ~· It 'tv·aa co:r:.-v·c:J.3d it'. a.e~01"-da:cce vi th 

a d.eeision of the a'bove•mont!o;n.ed. ac=:·.f<:~l\:l~.~e or.~. Tom-:.age !":,~es::'.re!l:.~:<.~ oi SM.pa ilel1 

1n Oslo in 1947, This decision, as :tnoo:t:po:ra·tei 1::4 t::to F~~"l.'i~:. Aot ·of ·~q 

Conference,. 'P~idea that, "in order to a·ro!-1. iiffere:-1-t ap:plica~:i;V'~ ~~d 

. interpretation of the Regulati-ons 1 tonnage experts fl"'Jm ·the cou.r .. ti:'.i'e.3 1 the 

Govol'tlmenta o:r which ere aign'ltoriee or aeca-:Ung rartiea to ~~:1e e;r.B CCIJYentton, 

sh~ll. meet et least ever.r .eeconi year. in o1"1.er ~o .aec~re +.;J-:.a \::.:ifo:rru application - -. ' 

end. interpretation of the Regul:etioila, .eni t0 make to the Contra:etir.g Governments 

recqmm~nd at1oua t0 that effect" •. 

At th~. Stockholm meeting ~"" wh1eh was the ·second roeet!ilS of tcn,nsse &X:pel:1;-e, . ' 

tbe first. hevillS been. heli in Oelr-- in April 1948 • the ft>:l..lowi·:xr·eotm:(;rte'&, · 

parties. to the Oslo Conveution, w~re represen·tei: Di:r.:nna:r!:r:, F!.::.W.atld 1 J?ra..'1.ce:, 

Iceland.,. Norw_ar 1 the Nethe:.."landa ani swed-;;n. T:1e l3elg1um Go"~renxmeut, ~ o~g~ato17 

of the Oslo Coz:ovontion, was >lot represe'i'ltei. T!le Uuited. Ki::Jgdom w:ld ~,;ea U:u.:L\,e::l 

Stt).tes of America were. represented 1:ly o~serve.rs •. 

The meeting deci1e1,thet eame of the rec~r~e~iatio~a mnie regardirg the . 

interpretation of certain .arttclea of the Ru:..ea \till 'be · S'i~bmi tt~i for e.ecep·~ace 

to the sigce.to:r;r Govel"!".mez:.ts o The delegatio:.te in a·tte:o.da:2,.ce zut::rd. tted. ·".:!heir vievs 

on s:peeif1e casea ·~nere a~enime~ts in the Rules themselves wera deemei noceasa~ 
' . ~ ' 

f'or their appropriate 1r..tar-prota~ion. It was a'.;ntod. in a reccmr.."id~icd;!o~1 that 

coneideration ·ehoul(l be g:t~·e·.o. at· .a f-u'tUl."'e meoti:i.lg to certR:t~ e::nai::lges \}!!' amendments 

to be maie to the Oslo Ru.:es. 
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The observers f'or the United Kingdom and the United. States were given t:..1s 

opportunity to s·tiate tile Tie""tiTS and att~ tude of their Gov·e:t'IC:enJ..;s w:U,:l .t·~f11J-3J't to 

the Oslo Rules~ During the discussion, reference was ma.d.e to the stacy u:rdertaken 

by the Transport and Comnunioations Co:nmission oonceming the Ullifica~la~.~ of 

maritime ton:ulge maaS'..L~en:t .. 
It was d.eoiC:a:l th£:.t the next UleeUng of tor.~.n!lge el."J.)e::r:t.s 'Will take place 

within two years at The Hague. 

,.,.4".,, .. _ 




