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UNIFICATION OF MARITIME TONNAGE MEASUREMCNT

Note by the Secrebary-General

The question of unification of meritime tornege messuvemént was first
considered by the Trensport anl Cormunications Commission’ ot 1ty 'Ehiﬁ ’éeéé.igﬁ'.
The Commission recommenied ot this sesslon thet Cove mments be 'éppms“»chéi'fé'x;:'
thetr Views on the desirability of more generasl snl closer efherendo to the
Os¥o f?RLiIes.y ‘The Economic eni Socisl Council et ite ninth se'ssion'(ééheva R
JuTy=Auzust *1949) authorized sich sn avproach,

The Commission at its fourth seszsion considered a report by the Secrpta’riat,
inclu fng the views of Member Goverrnments am? sioptei a re:sdiutio; on the ‘si-ﬂ‘)',j‘ect.‘
In this weBolution, it not21 thet f"t'om‘ ‘Ehé feplies of the G&réima’ents it ef).fg;égre"iv’
thet meriy countries were mot premorel to conbemplete the unificetion o mnvitime
tdhnege mesdurement of ships on the basis of the Oslo Rules. I‘GA cxﬁras'sé:d “bffe“‘
opinion- thet-a solution to the problem should be soué,‘m', on &hasis of ";on‘id;widé
uniformity, It resolved that 1t would be appropriate to leave 'chp"g;;,;.é'st'icﬁ of :
inter-govermmentel action t6 the Inter-Goverasenial Maritime Ccnsixl‘bati'v?’
Orgehlzitlon (IMCO) when 1t has etarted funchioning and urged Coverumonts to
centiinfe- their mtudies of this problem. This:resolution was incivded in the
Comiisslon! i report to the Feomcmic and Socisl Council. Furthemore, in‘a

1/*2T46- 0810 Ruleb arehasicaily the: "Yrteyaabicral Regui~tions for Tuiage
Measurement of Ships", prepered under the ausrices of the Loeegue of Natione
in 1939, vhich were attached, as en &anex, to the "Coaveation for a Unifomm
System of Tomnage Measurement of Ships”, adopted by the Confecreuce on
Tonnage Measurement of Ships (Oslc, June 1947).
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resolution om the "Situation in respest of retification of the Convemtiom ¢ tho
Intef;dovéfnmental Maritime Cousultative Organization" which the Goupsil edopted
at 1te eleventh session (Geneva, July-Auguast 1950), cn the recommendation of the
Commissior, msation is wede of the unification of maritime tonnage measnwenﬁst

as one of the protlems for the handiing of which IMCO i the apptnpriaue agenqy.

The Secretery-General communicatel to Coverrments the resoliwilon of the
Commission, with special reference to the paragraph in which the Govermments vere
urged to contlnus thelr stulies,

Since the fourth seossion of the Gémmiésion, a noeting of torzege cXperis
was held In Stockhoim frem 2 Yo 10 June 1950, IS was corvcazd in ascordance with
a declalon of %the sbove~ucatiomed forfaisnce on Toavage Messorewsllh og Ships neld
in Oslo in 1947, This decision, as imcorporated In tio Final Ack of (g
Conference, provides that, "in order to avolld different applicasicn ayd
.interpretation of the Regulations, tomnage experts from the counizics, the
Govermments of which avre signatories or acceding parties to e eald Cegventlon,
qpall:meet at least every seconi year. in ordoer o -securs hiae watform application
end interpretation of the Regulations, end to make to the Contracting Governments
recommendations tc thet effect”..

A% the Stockholm meeting = which was the -second meetlng of tarnsge experts,
the firat‘having been held in Oslc in April 1648 - the following countries,
parties to the Oslo Convewtion, were reprosenteds Demerk; Finisnd, ¥rance,
Iceland, Norway, the Nethsrlands and Swedsn. The Belglum Guverwmeﬂt, e gligoatory
of the Oslo Coxvention, was aot represemted, Tho Uafted Kingdom end ke Uuived
States of America were. represented by ovasivers..

The meetlng decldeld that some of the recowmendaticns modse regarding the .
interpretation of certaln articles of the Rules will Ye gsuomitied for seceplance
to the sigrnatory Governments, The delegatlions im aliendauce submitted thelir views
on specific cases whers amemdmenis in the Rules themselves wers dseémel noceasary
for their appropriate interprotation. It was stated in a8 reccamszleb?o; that
consideration rhonld be given at.a fubtuve meotlng to certala changes or amendments
to be maie to the Oalo Rules.
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The observers for the United Kingdom and the United States were given the
opportunity to state the views amd attitude of thelir Govermmentes will easpact Lo
the Oslo Rules, During the diascussion, reference was male to the study wmndertaken
by the Transport and Communications Comission concerming the umificatio: of

maritine tomage noesurement.
It wae deciced thet the next meeting of tornage experts will take place

within two years at Tne Hague.
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