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1L e . INRRQDUCT JON

‘The’ Group of’ Experts on Réwd S1éms ‘and Si@mls vas set up in accordance vith
Eéoioltic' ahd Social Council Resolution 272 (X) ,, Bupplemented by Reeolution ib of
‘the fourth sesaion of the Transport and Comnunications Coinmiseion. T‘ﬂe latter -
resolution requested the Secretary-General, in consultation with the (,nrﬁrmeh of
the Comniesion, to’ designate not gore then’ eeven experte with particular knowledge
covering cond:ltione 111 the ve.rioue geographioal regions of the world, who ehould

‘v—. vl

"exy Study'ing the ’ problém ot devising & unified world-wide avstem of road
slgns and eignals, and

"(2) Preparing a draft convention empodylug such a eystem, and should report
to- ‘bhe Pifth seeeion ‘of the Trensport ‘and Comun:!cations Commiesion on their

progréss
Iri “dccordance with the 'above resolution, ’E.he Seoxfétaxy-Generai 111

consultation with the ‘Chaliman of the Treneport a.n& Commmicatione Commiesion,
deeieneted as membere of the Group the following experts'

‘M, Orhen Berim °
‘Chief Preffic Engitieer
Ministry .of Public Works
Turkey '

Mro T .P. Bha(lla
Dirsctor Gensrel
Civil Aviation
India

Mr. J. E. Durr
Chisf Engineer
Govexrziwsnt of South Rhodesia

Mr. F. BE. EZits

Teputy Zvmrissioner
Bureau of =uyils Roads
United States of Americe

Mr. Andre Ruumpler

Director of Roads

Ministry of Public Works, Trensport and Tourism
France

Mr, Oscar Tenhamm
Director Genoeral of Public Works
Ministry of Public Works and Communications
Chile.
S i /The first
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The first session of the Group of Experts met at United Natione Headquerters,
New. Yerk, N. Y., on 20 November 1950, Mr. A. D. Ki Oven, Assistant Secreta.ry-
General for Econdmic Affairs, opened the session on behalf of the Secretary-Ganera.l.
Mr. B. Lukac, Director, Trensport and Commications Divisicn, eprairad the 1teme
of the provisional agenda. CT A »

_ Mr, Andre Rumpler (Fra.nce) ves elected Chairma.n of the Group for ita first '
sesslion. : K ' o ’

The Secretariat consisted of Mrs. Helen M. Eek, Chief, Inland Transport.
Bection, Secretayy of the Group of Experts, ‘&nd Mr. Se Ambrozak, Asaistant
Becretary of the Group of Experts. '

The Provisional Agende (document E/CN.2/CONF.1/2) wes aaébta’d;'

On the invitation of Mr; Hilts, extendsd on bebalf of the Ualted States Bureau
of Public Roeds, the Group of Bxperts made a field trip through ten S'bates of the
United States,. including the: District:of Colmbia., in oraex‘ to see " the practical
application of the American system of roed signs ’ signala and markinga.

After h.aving considered the items of the agenda, the Group adopted the prasent
Progress Report and concluded ite first session on EQ,chember,l%Q Before
concluding the Group expressed the opinion that. 1ts vaeconda‘ession should be beld
towards the beginning of the swmmer of 1951, In the interests of observing the
Europeen system of road eigns end signels in function it ‘was comsidered necessaxy
that the session be held at the Eurcpean Office of the Un:,l'ced‘ Natioms. -

/II. SURVEY
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IT. SURVEY OF THE EXISTING SITUATTON

Jeneral } , ‘
Two principal systems of road signs and signals, and variations thereof ere
at present used in the world. They ere commonly referred to a8 the “Europear and
the "American" sttems._ These two systema are described in the 19&9 Protocol on
Roed Siqns and Signals and in the 1948 Manual on Uniform Traffic CQntrol Devices
for Streets end Highways, respectively. Hereafter in this Report the two
&bove-mentioncd documents will be referred to respectively as the "Proto~ol" and
the "Marual" _

Both the Profoaol and the Mnnual provide for three more or less corresponding

»

clesses of road signs, (1) danger (warning) signs, (2) signs giving definite ‘
instructions (regulatory sigug), (3) informative signs (guide signs). The basic
d1ffererces betwsen the two systems lie (1) in the reliance of the "European '
system on indvcations by neans of Smeols while the "American" system, although
using symbols in some cases, relles In other cases on Jndications by means of
inscriptions; (2) in the shapes end the colours used for the various claesee of
signs. ‘ . ‘

Both documents elso provide for traffic slgnals ard road markings.' As‘repards
these provisions the m&in difference between them 1s that the Manual covers these
subjects more fully end in greater detail.

.With respect to road signs, the two main points of dlfference are not on
close enalysis, lrreconcileble. chever, the differences in shanes ard colours
used for the verious categories‘of signs and the means by which 1ndications are
given on the eigns require previous education in both syctems to make them clesrly
understendable to drivers coning from countries using onn system to countries using
the other syatem. ,

The Protocol has not yet come into force. The system prescribed in 1t is,
however, en expanded version of the one already in use in Europe under the 1931
Convention concerning the Unif‘oation of Rond signals which was in turn en
expansion of the system contained in the 1926 Convention on Notor Traffic.

Variations of this eystem have been developed and used in different parts of
the world. Somo of these modifled versions of the European system place the
symbol on a separate plate below the main sign pl&te.

The principal variation in the application of theunmerican system in dlfferent

\« - R (R

/countries 18
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éountries is in the variation of language used for inscriﬁtiohs in the different
countries using this systeﬁ. S

A survey of the rules applied in’various countries to treffic lights and road
markings indicates that no opposing principles have been introduced.-

As regards traffic lights, the three-light aystem is generally considered
prefereble but the two-light system is also extensively used at present in many
parts of the world. ' B

Traffic lenes are indicated on the more heavily traveled roads in regions
where this is financially possible. The situation varies at the present time from
country to country in respect of the regulatory character of such markings. ‘There
1s so far no world-wide uniform interpretation of the meening of a line whether
broken or ¢continuous. ' ‘
Africa

The European system was introduced throughout the whole continent of Africa
following the conclusion of the 1926 Motor Convention. This system being largely
pictorial and not rellant on word messaeges was considered zccepteble in this
region in view of the diversity of langusges and the varying educstional standards
of the population. North Africa has continued to use the European syétem as
developed under the 1931 Convention. Owing to particular climatic conditions and
traffic requirenents several variations of the system came into existence in the
other parts of Africa.

In order to facilitate inter~territorial traffic, attempts at unification
were, however, soon made. A uniform system for South Africa had been devised in
1937 and subsequently proclaimed tut was mot put into operation on apy substential
ecale dus to the outbtreak of Yhe Second World var, _ '

The matter was re-opened at the time of the United Nations Conference on Road
and Motor Trensport, held in Geneva in 1949, and reviewed again in detail at the
Central and Southern Africa Transport Conference of &ll the countries and
territories -south of the Sahara, held in Johannesburg in October<November, 1950.
This Conference recommended e new system contalning features designed to solve the
particular problems encountered in Central ahd Southern Africa.

The main feature of this system is the placiﬁg-of‘the symbol on & éepéraﬁe
rectangular plate belov e triengle, for danger signs, or a disc for mendatory
signs. The triangle or disc 18 reéd, the rectangular plate is yellow with black

symbols.
/In the case of
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In the case of informétive signs;ithe aireétion and. place sigrs haﬁe‘a black
round and white 1etters.,\Certain_signs ers included foi aévaﬁce infofmaﬁion
regard ing road cotditiong, With syinbols from the corfeéponding cargeyr éigns..

Since the colours blﬁe and gfeen ére not suitsble for use on road signg:ﬁn
t218 region, only blue. perking signs in urban areas are recommended. in effecﬁive
s3ian system 1s neceasary in -this régionﬁin view of the very high rate of traffic
accidents. P L X ) Lo 4 {.. )

Roed sigrs.of the gbove type heve been used for some time‘in the Union 6f ‘
South Africa, Southern and Northern Rhodesle, nnd were introduced more recently in
South West Africe -ard Sweziland. The signe at presept'uéed in the Belglan Congo
and French Equatorial Africa follow more closely the Ruropeun system.

Lgia and the Far Fagt . , , b .
Road signs-in this region have to overcome the problem of diversity of _

Jlenguages; therefore the use,of<symbcls 1s general., The number of signs psed,is
limited in order to avold .confusion and therefore the systems used by countpiég-are
comparatively simple. 8igns giving definite instructions are limited almost
exclusively ta large:citles. . ' 1 -

8o far as specific gystems are concerneé, countrles in this reglon follow
several different ones. Certain countries such as Iren and Thalland heve . .
introduced regulations haged closely on the 1931 Convention.. However, the
European system &s such. does not appear to be used in many parts of this regiqn.

In India, Pakisten, Ceylon, Malaye, Australia and New Zealand, danuger signs are
generally the red hollow triangle surmounting a rectangular plate bearing the
symbol and inscription as iﬁ the British system. Thé Qiher classey of 8igng are
also based on this system. _ | 4 . ’

Japan has Led its own system, into which, gince the end of the second World
Wer, danger signs of the American type have heer introducead.. Signs a1v1ng '
definite instructions and inférmatlve signs havc not been ch&nged, and their design
in certain aspects resembles the Europeen system. o 4 |
Europe . ) , ‘ .
The gystem of road signs used in {his region has ﬁeen developed almost
simultaneously with the Americen system. The first attempts at world-wide
uniformity in this respect were masde In 1926 with the conclusion of the Convention

on Motor Traffic. Further progress was msde later as e result of the 1931

[Convention on
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Convention on Road Signals, the 1939 Draft Convention, under consideration by the
Tearmie of Nations, end finally the Protocol.

The most recent development in this respect was the conclusion at Geneva on
16 September 1950 of the Regional Agreement Implementing the 1949 Convention and
Protoecol.

All their distinctive features -- colour, size and symbols -=- vary only to a
amell degree from country to country. Even these slight variations would, -however,
disappear to a large extent with the adoption of the Protocol.

An important exception to this rule is the fact that the United Kingdom has
adopted an altérrative system in which symbols and imscriptions are shown on a
separate plate appearing below the characteristic triangle or disc. Inscriptions
are used extensively in all classes of signs,

The Buropean system hes given full sstisfaction &nd conforms to the .
requirements of the large volume of Inter-Buropean traffic., It is considered that -
only a minimum amount of training is necessery for drivers to become famillar with
the meaning to be attached to the shapes and colours of signs. .

The Middle Eest

The European system has been in use in most of the Middle East, although the

signposting of roads is not very extensive. Availability of local materials,

funds end technical meens for this purpose have caused modifications to be made
with regard to size, shspe, colour and memner of erectlon of signs. In all
probability, indications by means of symbols will continue to be & necessity in
this reglon.

In some countries the road sigrs used reflect very little technical thought
or planning and there is a definite need for organization and uniformity, In
general, the investment in road signs in this region is not very high.

In Egypt the European system Las been used with modifications, in perticular
with the additlon of sign plates carrying inscrlptions in Arebic and English or
Arabic, BEnglish and French.

It should be noted that in Turkey the American system has been introduced on
an experimental basis on certain routes and has proved more effective then the
European signs previously used, mzinly due to the fact that the American signs were
erected in full conformity with detailed standerds.

/North Americe
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North Americe

The first steps siming at unification of the Americen: systen werevmade in the
United States ebout 1925. The first Manual of signs intended for rursl highways
ﬁaa published 1n 1927 by the American Association of Stete Highwey Officials. In
subsequent years, co-ordination of rural stendards w;th,thoae foé'urban slgns and

slgnels was considered and in 1935 the first Mahual on Uniform.Traffic Control
Devices wvas completed. It co#ered both rurel end ufban:rsquiremsnts and included
glgnals and pavement markings in addition to signé{ This ¥anual has been
periodically revised, the latest edition hoving been published in 19L3.

This Manual has served also as the model for the provincial regulations of
most of Cenada and for the regulations of Hexico. " o
) The Ameriran system emplojs bothi symbols end word messages, and some sigus
are composed of a combination of tha'two. Symbols are preferred to inscriptions
vhere- simple symbels-cen be devised to convey messazes as clearly aa the equivalent
inscriptions.

The guiding principle of this systom has been simplicity with regard to both
shape and colour. Morecver, for warning signs 1n particulsr, the chief aim has
been to achleve the highest possible degree of effectivensss. The division into
three categories -+ namely, warning signs, regqulatory signs, and guide signs -~
has also been maintained witih the accoﬁpanying/allocation of distinctive shapes
and colours for each category. There is no substential differerce between the
American system and the Buropeen system as regards informative signs, although the
American system has a more fully developed group of signs for route marking. While
the Americen system makes conasideresble use of inscriptions, it is not considered
as being inconvenient to have in some cases & bilingual inscription, as 1s the csse
in some Censdilan provinces. Nor is 1t consldered inconvenient that two
neighbouring countries use the same signs with inscriptions in different
langueges =- l.e, English in the United States of America and Spanish in Mexico.
Contral and South America

The systemetic use of standardized road signs prevalls in only a few countries

of this region. The generul practice is to follow the American system. This has
been recommended at a number of Pan American Congresseg. Soms countries have
elready adopted the Marnual as a standard, with inscriptions ir the language of the
country concerned.

/Some countries
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Some countries in this region have made conajderabls’ progress in providing
signs a.ud there has:been gpneral and active interest in the development of a
uniform syatsm of -road ‘signs. The need for uniformity: ‘becomss norsa *lessjn{r w* th
the gra,dual extension of the Psn. Amarican syatem .of kighways.

In view. of the present lack’ of develoment of definite syste.ns ix_ sever&l
countries, there ehould be no great diffioulty in this region "in accepting a new E
unified system when one ia agreed uporn «

JIII. GENERAL
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- III. GENIRAL CONuD)E?LIONb REGARDII\U UNIFICATION
OF ROAD SIGNS AND SIGNALS

A uniform world-wlde system of road signs and signa.ls ghould be 'ra.:e,d on the
results of sclentific investigations. The Esperts are wudel taking such
Investigationg in +thels own countries besveon the first and second ses:.io:'zgg‘ of
the Group. The. conditiens for .caxrying‘raut. thqée invéstigations are laid.ld,own
in a later chepter of this report: . -

It is recognized, that the prohblem of devising and developing a unified
system ‘'of road asigns for the world requires time. The adophion of such a.systeni,
as 1t would deviate in same respects at least from éach of the existing systems ’

- could only bve accomplished on a world-wide basis over a long ;period of time, ‘
-JIn some regions the problem of changing over to & new system might not be great

- in.view of ths small present investments Invclved but elsewhere, and in Lurqpe
end North America particulerly, there &re serious obstacles to a fundemental
change over & short. period,. The Eurcpean snd Americen systems cf road signs heve
been developed. on ‘the hasis of long sxperience and research. Very ;l.a.rgewf':'l;;amia.l
investments bave been mede and the populations of the regions cmcerﬁed ha%re N
beceme 8o accustomed to the systems 1n force tha,t 'bheir re-education to & new
system could be accomplished only yadually. , : '

Whils the.unification of road signs end signals.on a world-wide hasis is
essential but e long-term undertaking, steps in the direction of such a long-tvrm
project may and should be taken on & shortterm basis. It is indeed essential
to devide some immediate measures to meet the. a.ctua,l_, need f,c;‘. uniformity grising
from & present and.growing problem, that of. increasing the sefoty .of motorists
vho- travel to different: countries end regions and who must understend the road
signs of the countries in which they are travelling. Unless a measure of
uniformity is agreed upon now the task of unification will. 'become 1ncreasingm
difficult es systems in different regioms develop on divergent lines. This
applies particularly te Yoad signe but the task of ensuring \m:lform methods
converning the use of road merkings and trafiic light sienals 1s also of growing
importance. . :

A1l interested organizatmns should. be m‘ged to. Join in, educatioml pa'ogl‘amnos
for familiarizing roed uaeps with any systeq of trp;fio ‘contr“ol‘.;dev(iceg adopted.
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. ROAD sIGNS

It 1s consideréd that & uniform system of r&ad'éfi‘gﬁs would retein the three
categories of eigns now in generel use, namsly

A, darger. (warning) ‘aigne '

Ié. signg gr'i*'m defin.t te Instmotions (veguletory digns)

2 Infcrma twve signs (guide signa) )

The parmenapt division of danger glans into: +types, one’ of- which warns of
aerdaus danger, the other of less serious denger, is consideyed uhlesitable.’

A.  Denger. (Waming) S‘gns :

o The ramarkg in wlapter ITI-on the: n.eed foriuniformity 6f roed’ signs have
particular urgency in the case of sigus i"mita ting dongen,  In-fedt; the prablém -
of divieing a: uniform system 1g intimately tiad. up swith the unificstion of ‘denges
eignb. It 15 :mtend.ed. to formmlate definita proposals in:this field ‘Wwheht. gvidence
gained f;-om tests end resserch is: available an,d. there Lone considsration-of the
ultimate uniform system has l:een reserved wti‘l wuich time..

Neverthelees, .certpin co.*stituent eleomnte-ren bo' tentatively Indicated et
th;ls stage ’ the, adoptioa of, which ey eventually contribute.to. deveiloping o
uniform 5ystem of waming aigna
Suggested scheme fo-» JUrification of Denger jWamin&) Signs

The measures which can be tal.en on the basiz ofi the -availebls-gtudied end
present. possi'bilities m order to unify the present systems ape’ ég Tollows’

’(l) TQ promote..&s soon as. pasaible and.ag: far -as. possibley the usé of

.appropriate symbole replacing ‘inscrig’hione,

,(‘2) The synbolg for curves and ienteraections should: be developed” in

confomity with tha genaral -gchene , indicated. by ‘the' MenusIi

(3} Other sy}anls of the Protocgl shoulds be..made: the’ BuBject Gf vegearch

and poesible x\ev;sion for futura generel edoption;

(h) Uniform colours shcru,‘td Do universally edopted  foi-the. ‘back‘zround and.

symbols of al:l, g.an,ger (waming) sdgns. &t this'.preliminary” Btapey- 1%

appeara that the mogt auita‘ple colonrs ey be yellow-for ‘the” ’oackgroﬁnd end’

black or a aimilar dark colc:ur, for the aymbols;.

’(5) Until the completion of unification of symbols 'and shipes; &t Totwt

oertaih selecﬁ;ed. signe end aigag carry:lng, word .mespagey. pallifi- foi eXtrems:

cautim shouid’ ‘pa csombined with a general insigni& ofdenger: 8t111- 453 be
decided on.

/(6) fThe
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(6) The St. Andrew's cross sign should be used es & uniform world-wide

position sign et level crossings. It is desirabla to reach en agreement

on a world-wide basis &8s to a standard colour or colours for this sign.

(7). Under the uniform system, position signs indicating road works' should

if necessery, be supplemanted by 'berriers in & colour or colours suitadbly

contraesting with the surroundings, and vhere necessary reflectorized or

. 11luminated.

(8) Temporery danger (warning) signs covering emergen:cy requirements should

be doevised in accordemge with the design standards for permanent danger

(warning) signs wherever possi'ble. '

Studies for @ Uniform System of Danger (Wamingl Signs

Investigations into eyatema of vaming signs should be directed et evolving
en intermationel syetem giving the greetest degree of uniformity conaistent with
maximim effectiveness.

These 1lnvestigations should in particular take into oonsidsration the
following phyaical elements of d.saign of signsz . ‘

(1), dimensions of signs, symbols and/or inacrip‘biohs, ,

(2) coJ.ours,

: (3) shape ;

(4) placement of signs.

As the use of appropriate symbols le considered to ‘be the best universal
method of conveying information to the roed user, members of this Group will
in:ltiate further studies with regerd to symbols for conaideration at the next
gession of the Group. .These investigations will include the minimum dimsnsions
of .aigng, symbols and inecriptions, as well as the poaition of symbols and their
arrangement within the signs and.the number ‘and. arrengement of colours, so that
they may be the most readily comprehended by road users. The question of ready
recognition of signs both by d.ay'apd by night and in all conditions of climate
and visibility will be prominently borne inm wind. | .

The most appropnata shapsg of signs to indicate unmistakeably daenger
(warning) ’ aml the best posaible mtilization: of the surface area of the signs,
should be carefully considered.

The members of the Group will also present at the néxt session such economic
data as they may feel necessary in connexion with the entire problem.

.o [genersd
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Gensral Provigsions far -the Conduct of Tests

1. As regards the implementation of the tests it 'is recommsnded:

1)

(11)

(111)

(1v)

(v)

(vi)

To. request the participstion of traffic, highway and road sefety
suthorities and road users, and to carry out laboratory tegts on
the human reactions to certain colours in different lighting -

"eonditions.

To carry out tests under verious conditions of topography, climate
and lighting.’ R N : '

To ceryy out compsrative tests between different types of signs ,
taking for these teats the normal dimensions of-signe:(Protoeol -
equilatersl triangle with sides 90 om; Manugl - diemond 2k x 24 in,$
South and Central Africa Conférence -"equilateral triangle and '
square, 8ll gides 61 cin).

To carry out comparative tests:

"Firstly - between the signa in the colours of the Protodol

(white ground, black symbol, red border, its width tdken s 7 cm),

the Menuel (the 3/8"-“outsid6 ‘border and ground, yellow; thé'ﬁ/B"

inside border and symbol or inscription black), and the Séuth and

Central Africe Transport Conference (hollow triengle with red border

10 cm wide, asquare yellow, symbol black); = - ‘

Secondly - between gigns with the following colours:

© 8igns of the Protocol: yellow grétnd, black narrow bordet and’

‘black symbolsy | - S
Signs of the Menusl: Tred border < one inch wide - white or
light yellow ground, black or dark blue symbols or imscriptions;
Signe of the Central and South Africa Trengport Conference? *
upper triangle, yellow, ho border.
square, yellow, symbol - black,

Signs should be placed in such & manner- thet the height of ‘the sign

above roed level and the distance of the sign from the edge of “the

carriageway conform with the usual practice in the country where -the

tests are made,

The following signs should be teated:

Protocol eigns - 1,3; 1,7; 1,9;'1,13

Manual signs - W-2; W-6; W-32; W-18

- South and Centrel - a8; el; a7; a27.
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2, The procedure concerning the te_sts should be as follows: .

(1) The signs of the above~mentioned gsize, colour and shapes shall be
menufectured of uniform material and tested for visidility and
logibility against the following backgrounds where they exist in the
country concernsd or are mseterial:

(a) - Treer and bushes
(b) Bare land (arid country)
(e) Snow: ‘
(d) ‘Built-up arsas - : .

{11) The tests shall be repeated under the following weather conditions:
(e) .Cleer and sunny
(b) Cloudy
(¢) Reiny
(d) snowing

(111) The tests shall be repeated at die Ffollowing times of day:
(e) Deytime (3 hours either side of the meridian)
(») At night

(iv) The tests shall be mede on & two-lane highway. :

(v) The speed of the vehicle meking the observation shell be 50 miles
~ per hour for day or night tests. '
3. The results should be recorded as follows: ,
(1) The results of tests shall be tebulated on charts shown in.Annex 2.

(11) The charts for fleld test observetions shall be averaged and tabuleted

into a summary sheet of field teet observations shown in Annex 3.
Positions signs for level-crossings

When considering position signs for level-crossings, the Group noted that
& Joint Working Party of Rosd and Rell Experts on Safety at Level-Crossings hed
been convensd by the Inland Trensport Committee of the Economic Commission for
Europe, in order to prepsre uniform provisions concerning safety at level-crossings.
The Group congiders that it would be helpful to have et its second session
the findings of the Working Perty resulting from its study of this problem and
hopes that they will be availadle,
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Signs giving definite lnstructions (Regulat gz Signs g)

(1) stop sign

Owing to the importance of the stop sign it has been found preferable to
sthdy 4t separately from other signs giving definite instruotiomd (regulétory
signs), The adoption of a uniform STOP eign in a world-wide system is essential;
It 18 suggested that the shape of such a sign might be an equilateral octagon
and its colours those of warning signs, - ,

Further search for an appropriate symbol for this sign is desirable, Serious
consideration should be given to the possidle adoption of the Englieh kord SToP
in Yatin characters for this sign, 1t being wndsrstood that it could be replaced
by the word "stop", in the nationsl language and characters of the’counﬁry where
the sign ies erected, Attentlon should be given however, to the uniform selection
of the equivalent of the word "stop" by all countries using the same language,

It is considersd that provisions concerning the placing of stop signs shquld
be esegentially the same for all inﬁeraections; whether in tuilt~up areas or in
open country, If necessary for emphasie or where the sign'is not clearly visible
from & reasonable stopping distance, the stop sign should be preceded by the

H

appropriate advance warning sign,

(11) Prohibitory Bigms

In the search for a common ground of wnderstanding betweem prohibdbitory
symbols and the inscriptions required in many countries, the membefs of the Group
felt that careful and deteiled thought and 1nvesfigation sﬁould\be given to this
subJect, It was declded to study this difficult problem so that thelr
recommendations would be based upon their several studies with the viev to &
better common interpretation in the use of symbols and the meaning of their
equivalent inscriptions, ‘ C

Seerch for uniformity in prohibitory signe will be along the following lines:

(1) combination of the disc, in & colour or colours t6 be docided, with a

supplementary rectengular plate bearing the symbol ahd/or inscription,

(2) determination of appropriate symbols to be placed elther on the disc or

on the supplementery plete, '

When considering the "Restricted Parking" sign, the Group agreed to recommend
the gradual adoption of the practice of placing explanatory inscriptions on these
signs indicating the hours between which the restrictions apply.

(111) Mandatory
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(111) Mandatory Sigms

The following signs should ¥e "inmcluded m this claa:s‘

= The sign "Direot‘:ion to be Followed" R the s.;mbol Peing & horizontally
placed. arrowv,

- The sign for refuge 1§lard emd ‘similar obstruetions.in the road, the
symbol. boing & horizontally pleced double arrow when the traffic:is
free to pass on either side,

Signs indicating trecks or roads reserved to certain classes of traffic meod
not be included in the wniform system,
€. Informative Signs _(cuide Signs)

It wes agreed to accept the rectengle as the geneml shape for iniomativa
(ewddo) elgns w;th the exception that the direction signe mey have one side of
the rectangle in the form of an &rrow~head,

. Sesxch. for aniformity of- colour: of these signs will bo continued at the .next

sesslion of tho “group’.

/% SIGNALS
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V. SIGNAIS TO BE MADE BY TRAFFIC Pox.ze'm’

Hand signals used by traffic poldce dre “Wot uniform “n various courtries.
They depend o tr&ffio oonditiops oxistinn 1h khese countries. It is therefore
considerad:: sthbt tHo basis of uniformity liee in & minimum of standardized
slgnals, . The study‘of such signals w1l be indtiated by the Group of Expexts
for presmsntation at the next sepuion, .

 LTRAFFIC:LIGHL- Smmm

"It 18 considered that the provisione of ﬁha Protocol w1th regaxd, to this
subject might be taken ae the basis for the uniform apreeme 6. with certain
amendnents reparding, the plecing .of siwmale and the use.of the iashiing.red
light,

Lipghts should always be placed vertioally, except in very specisl, casee,
for example where the olearance 1g 1imited,

' The‘flashing red light or two alteimately flashing red lights should
indicate that all traffic is required to come to a full stop end then procesed
only when this can be done safsly,

The desirability of arriving at a uniform method for emabling colour-
blind persons to distinpuish the red signal has been recornized and it has
been noted that the use of & horlzontal opaque bar across the rod light has
been recommended es & uniform method in cames where authorities might wish
to make such additlonal provisions. It 1= considered necessary, however, to
seek edditional advice of medioal authorities regarding the characteristics
of colour-blindness in various regions.

- /VII. ROAD
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VII. ROADIMARKINGS

Tongitudinal markings '

The marking of lanes on pavements is considered & particularly efficient
means of ensuring the safety of traffic and of expediting the flow of that
traffic whon 1t reaches a certain volume,

When such marking is intended omly a3 & gulde to lane movements, brokem
lines, white or yellow, should be used. When the markinrs are.intended to rqstriét
overtal in{r end rassing at dangerous polnts such as curves, hilleregts, .
intersections, and level crossinge, or on roadways having two or more lemes
in each direction, sclid lines, white or yellow, should be used... .. "

In countries where traffic moves to the right {left), a vehicle should
not cross a solid line to the left (rirht) of the lene in which it 1s moving.
A vehicle mey, however, crose & solid line if that line is to the left (right)
of, and adjacent to, a broken line,

Trensverss lines

When vehlcles are required to stop before a pedestrian crossing, the line

behind which they are required to stop shall be marked on the pavement eltier

by a solid line or by studs or by other appropriate means,

JANNEX 1
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- ANNEX X
Apends of the First Session of the Group of
- Experts om Roed Signs and S;gng.la,
1. Acoption of the agenda
2, Election of Chailrman
3 Road signs '
’h, Markings énd traffic 1ipht sigrnala i
5 S:lgmls by treffic police '
6, Preparation of Progresa Report for the fifth session of the Traneport and .
communications ‘Cormisgion .
T Date end place ‘of the second' session of the Group.

JANNTX 2
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SUMMARY, SEEET FOR FIELY TESY GHEERVATIONS

o N TR .".......-,..T,n.‘vaﬁge,_r: ' ‘ Avamgé_ 4
SIGNS* | Day | Night | Weather |. Background | Distance - Lisiance  symbol
| | ' P 51811 first- i Qr inscriptioq

S . ‘ elghted understood

4
aar s
s

132 x| | cwear | huewy | 300 .| . 25
w’e M . . " ‘ “‘.“ { 250 N it loo S
R ? 325 !

[
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4
MoK XN

2

k-3

N.B. Each line is the summary of all odservations on cne sign undexr the same
conditions, '

* In this column ‘signe should be designated by dfdgram numbers as referred to in
the General Provisions for .the Conduct of Tests, paragraph {1) (vi). end lstters
P. (indicating that the sigh has the colours of the Protocol) or M (indicating
signs in colours of the Manual). ’
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