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• QUESTIOOS TO BE COieiDERED BY THE AD HOC COMl•IITrEE IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH lTS TERMS OF REFERENCE {item lt of the Agenda) ' 

{a.) Methode of determini'ng world requirements of opium 
for medical and scientific reasons 

At the invitation of the CHAIRMAN, 

Mr. STEINIG (R~eentative · of ·the Seoretary..Qeneral) 

gave a brief review of the problem and stated tr...at in order to · 
' . 

be able to limit the production of o~iu~ to medical and scientific 

needs, it was clearly necessary to know those needs as 

accurately as possible. In the case at issue1 two methods of 
. ' 

determining them could be envisaged, name~, an indil:'ect method· 

baaed on the eet1matea ot~eds in ·marPhine furnished by Governments 

in ac~ordaxlCe with the 193~. Comrention,• and a . direct rn.ethod 

besed.~ on es~imat~ of neea~ in ~pium fLi.rn~ehed by the ?onswning 

countries themselves. 

By t/he provie ions of the 1931 Convent:LO+L, every country . 
and dependent terri tory we;~ required to turn~eh on l_ August each 

year an esti~te of ita legitimate needs for the fqllowing year. 

If, for ~ reason whatsoever, those estimates were not provided, 

the Supervisory Body was authorized itself to frame 

estimates of a binding character, regardless ~of whether the . ' 

countries concerned were or were not parties to t~e Convention. 

on 1 December each year, 'the Supervisory ~cay drew u~ a table 

givil'lg,; against the name of each country,,_ the estimates of needs · . . . 
by categories. 

In the case of morphine, a distinction was made between 

the coneumpti09 of morphine as such on the one hand, 8nd the 

consumption of mO:t"Pll;ine after convere~on into "codeine, 'd:Loni.ne or 

. heroin on the other.. Eh:'l\ri.ng tl1e- :m.~r.ph:lne content of. the op1U2n1 
I I 

on an average between 11.75 per cent, it was possible to calculate 

the quantltiee of opium ~quired far the manufacture of 

morphine, starti~ from the estimates ,of world needs in morphine. 

In this cormect1on; he observed that the estimated 

needs in morphine for 1950 amounted to 74,600 ·kz., of vhich onl;y 

8, 000 kg. w.ould be used. in the f'orm of morphine 1 the remainder 

being intended .for conversion into codeine,; dion:ine etc. 

It should also be noted that during the pd.t fifteen 

years, the quantities ot morphine used (81 000 to 91 000 kg. a year) 

had not v~ied muoh• Af''be:.tt , t~ • en~:q- .- \nto .t~cf), . 1~ 1~5:>,, ~·' 
the Conventio~ 1925; ;the ,av~~ :iear~ produoti~ o~ morphine 

' . 
* /had been 
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had been red~ced from ·6o,.ooo 1\igs ~ to '291 000··ks· f'or the period 

1931 ... 1935, whereas · in 1950' 1 t ·~oulo; amount to 74,000 kg., 

although the use of' mOrphine a8 such had not increased. 

The figure of' 741 000 ICS• of' morphine could be taken 

as equivalent to approximately 620 tone of' ·opium. However, 
I 

it should be borne in mind that estimates submitted by Governments 

had been written up by from 15 to 20 per cent, and t_hat 

'the figure of' 74,000 kB• could accordi.Ilg)J be reduced to 

62, 000 kg., which corresponded to about 520 tone of' opium. 

How;ver1 this figure did not represent the total volume ot 
•Jarld trade, since countries such as the Union of' Soviet 

Socialist Republios1 Yugoslavia and In41a1 among others, 

ma:le some uee1 in the manufacture of' dr.uge1 of' opium produced 

local.q wh1cb1 in coneequ.e:npe1 did not appe.ar in. the statistics 

for international trade. In these cirouiJifltancee1 1~ should 

be aaeumed· that the volume of' interna.ti~l trade amounted to 

about 45~1 000 ka· of' opiUIJl' 

He ·thought that such an indirect method of f'raad,ng 

estimates would be unsatiaf'aotor.y if it was desired ~~reach 

ax+ agreement enablins the production and export of opium to be 

effectivelY limited to .strictll medical and scientific needs. 

It would therf'o.re be necessary, in hie opinion, to confer on 

the estimates the statue of 11Advanoe ordex-e" 1 which would be . 

to some extent binding on Gove~nts. 

, It should further be point.ed out that the eetima'Ge~ 

were drawn up some five months in· advance in the case of 
'• 

manuf'act~d products, but that estimates pf needs in opium would 

~ve to be eubmi'\;'ted at late~t on 15 1Ma.rch in the year preceding 

~hat to whtch they related. In practice, if the poppies were 

sown during the month of September, cultivato.rs woald have to 

be advised as early as May of' the area which they were pe~itted 

to sow 1 and the SuperTiaory Body would t~rsfore have to be in 

poe~eesion ot, th~ estimates during the mpnth of March, to enable 

it to tranem1t them to the ''{IrOducing countries in A$tt'il at the 

latest. 
i 

The Internati onal ~.urchcaing and Bolling Age'IlOy 

would have to maintain an emerge~y StQ9k Of opiwn1 ~ View of' 

the fact that, on the one hand esti.tes would never coi:ccid.e' 

axaotl¥tlth ne.eds, e.nd) on. the ' oth~r ~-, ' the reault r6f t~e 
opi~m ~es~ woul4 always be problematical. 

• . l /> 

In conclusion; iie e~tilie.eUed the a.dva.rltases offered 
' . . 

by the direct method ot determtni;ns legitimate needs in·. pp1UII. 

/Mr. AMINI 
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3q 
Mr. AMINI {Iran.) stated that he was prepared ·t? · 

' 
accept, ol).. bebalt of his GoverD~tent, the ~~~ire~t .method. advocated 

by the Reprea~ntative· of the S&cre~ry.-Gene:t;a.l. 

l{r. COEHI1> (Ind~a} als.o supported- the ~ugges-ttion of the 

~epreaentative of the Seore)ary-Genera~, and :~ubmitte4 to t~e 
\ 

Committee 'a v:ropo~l stipulating, among other things, ~ the , . 
estimates to be eubm1tteft a~ould relate, not o~ to needs in 

raw ~piu.m. for medical and scientif'ic pU:rp~e~e; but also to ' · 

ne.eda for other ap-proved, uses; and that the needs of a ootintry 

for tnanufa.cturitlg purposes lf.~:lpll it was i~tended ~~ cover .from 

domestic production should ·not have to be o~n1cated to the 

intetnational, authority whose task it was to assemble the 

statietio.s. 

Mr. KUSEEVITCH {tugoelavia) stated that his delegation 

too was prepared to accept the d~ct method of arriving at 

estimates., but that it rese!Wed 'lta ·posi-tion in resPfjlct of the 

proposal submitted by the representative of India until that 

proposal }lad been c.iro.uJQ.ted to delegations in writing. 

Mr. KARABUDA (1'urk~y) supported the remarks mde by 

the Yugoslav representat~ve with reference to the Indi~ proposal, 

and ~quested that au proposals submitted to the Committee s~ou~d. 

be put· in writing. 

Mr. 'STE]jr~Q. {llepreaen.ta.ttve ·of the Secretacy~eral) . . . 
feared that the proposal made ~bf the Indian r,epre$e~t~tive might 

' -
not conform with the very precise terms of reference given to the 

) 

Commi.ttee bl the Economic and Soc:4al Council, which made no mention 

of other approve~ ~a~e. He suggested that, in order to give due 

consideration to the reasons underlying the proposal of the 

representative o~ India and to the spectal situation of that 

country, it would be preferable to include a specific provision . / 

Of a temporary nature, .rather, than to incorporate in the 

instrument a general clause. 

Moreover, it was clear that .. in order to dete~ine 
world produ~tion t t was essenti al to know -t;ru, total Jilr.od~tton 

of all countries, regardless of whether th~y were pt'oduoing. or 

consuming countries . .. 

After a. short excb.a.nge of views, 

tt was,d~cided ~ha~ tpe ~xt ~eting should take plac~ 

on Jttonday 1 2t ;NOYf'mber., 1~ ~d~r- th&.t. me-m.be.rs ot: the Cotnmi ttae 

might have an opportlUlity of s-t~dy~ the q\ol.Cet1:9l:l t}loroughly. 

The m.eeti,pa :ro.ee at ·l2•l0 ,p.w,., 
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